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—ÞREPACE. 


qu ſubmitting to the Public the Seventh Volume of this Cola 

lection, the Editor flatters himſelf that it will be found to in- 
clude documents of equal, perhaps of ſuperior importance, to 
any of thofe contained in the preceding volumes. | 


As he has been ſingularly fortunate in procuring a conſiderable 
number of State Papers, which, he truſts, have never yet been 
publiſhed in England, he thinks it neceſſary to direct the attention 
of the Public in a more particular manner to them. Of the nego- 


tiation at Paris between the United States of America and the Re- 
public of France no complete account had hitherto been collected; 


the Editor therefore obtained from America an official copy of the 
proceedings printed by order of Congreſs, The very detailed letter 


from the American miniſters® upon the differences between the 


two nations, and upon the conduct of France towards the United 
States, has never yet been publiſhed in this country. The ſame * 
aſſertion may be made with reſpect to the anſwer of the American 
miniſters+ to the letter of the French miniſter for foreign affairs. 
But the Editor has. alſo been able to render the narrative of the 
negotiation ſtill more complete even than the official publication 


of the American government. That publication concludes with 


the departure of General Pinckney and General Marſhall from 
Paris. From the French official papers the Editor has extracted 


all the ſubſequent correſpondence between Mr. Gerry and the 
French miniſter to the departure of the former from France, and 
the final rupture of the negotiation. | 

Hitherto the Public have only ſeen a ſhort and unſatisfaftory 


account of thoſe diſturbances at Vienna which led to the departure 
of the French ambaſſador Bernadotte from that capital. The 


reader will here find an official account of the event by Bernadotte 


Page 222 to 265, | + Page 299 to 436 
a 2 himſelf, 
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ty PREFACE. | 
bimſelf®, which the Editor has tranſlated from the German 


Papers. 
The changes which have taken place in the government of the 


cantons of Switzerland, the deſtru&jon of the Papal power, the 
negotiations at Raſtadt, and the expedition of Buonaparte to 
Egypt, have engaged the attention of all Europe. It has there- 
fore heen tlie ſedulous attention of the Edit or to procure every LOR 
ficial document relative to thoſe important events. 


Fhe affairs of Ireland, and the recent rebellion in that country, 
promoted and encouraged by the French government, come natu- 


rally within the ſcope of a publication whoſe proſeſſed object is 


to collect every ſtate paper that relates to the war with Fraüce. 


The Editor has inſerted all the Proclamations publiſhed during the 
progreſs of that rebellion, together with the very intereſting Re- 
ports upon it preſented to both Houſes of the Irifh Parliament: 
to theſe are added the able and ſatisſactory Report on the treatment 
of French priſoners in England, a document highly gratifying t to 
the national character. 

It has hitherto been uſual to arrange the Proclamations, Corre- 


ſpondence, and Papers relative to Neutral Powers, under diſtin& 
heads, That, arrangement having been found inconvenient, all 


the papers in this volume have been claſſed under one general 
head : but as a very copious Index has been added, no perſon 
can experience the ſmalleſt difficulty in finding any paper he 
may want, whether it relates to the neutral or belligerent powers. 


In the preceding volumes, the Appendix, containing the hiſturyof 
the war from the Gazettes, has always been brought down to as late 


a period as poſſible. In the preſent volume that rule has been depart- 
ed from, for two reaſons: 1ſt, the ſize of the volume was already 
ſufßeiently large ; and, adly, the Editor had every reaſon to believe 
that its publication was impatiently expected. The Appendix 
therefore has only been completed to the beginning of March. 


The remainder of the Gazettes are reſerved for the ſucceeding 
volume. 


2 Page 291. 
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STATE PAPE 


TREATIES, ARMISTICES, 


Treaty of offenſive and defenſive. 
and the King of Sardinia. | 
on the 7 22 (OR. 21). | 
the 4th of the ſame Month (Oct. 24), 1397+ 


Majeſty the King of Sardinia, being deſirous, 
in their power, and by the moſt intimate union of 


© & + # 
SACS | 
- : 
. 
2 * 


te. 


Allionce between th Soc Republic 
the Council. Hundred 
th Council 2 


of: Ancients on 


* 


HE Executive Diregory of the French republic, and his 


Gd abe es 


that peace which is the object of their wiſhes, and which wi 


intereſts, to contribute as ſpeedily as paſſible to the Taue 


ſecure the repoſe and the tranquillity of Italy, have determi 


dent of the home ment; who, after exchanging their ro- 


ſpective powers, concluded as follows: 
I. There ſhall be an offenſive and defenſive al 
the French republic and the King of Sarcinia, unt 


4 


liance betwern 
il the period of 


defen- 


. ˙ cane Ms Bricert | 
that preſents obſtacles to wiſhes ſo ſalutary. His Majeſty the 
King of Sardinia ſhall remain neuter with regard to England and 
to the other powers ſtill at war with the French republic. 

III. The French republic and his Sardinian Majeſty guarantee 
—_——_— by all the means in their power, their reſpective 
poſſeſſions which they now hold in Europe during the exiſtence of 
the preſent alliance. The two powers ſhall unite their forces 
againſt the common enemy externally, and ſhall give no aid, di- 
realy or indirectly, to the internal enemies of either. 

I'V. The contingent of troops which his Majeſty the King of 
Sardinia ſhall furniſh immediately in conſequence of the ws, 
treaty, ſhall be 8000 infantry and 1000 cavalry, and forty pieces 
of cannon, In caſe the two powers ſhall think it neceſſary to 
augment this contingent, ſuch augmentation ſhall be concerted and 
regulated by commiſſioners inveſted with full powers to that effect 
by the Executive Directory and his Majeſty the King of 


- 


Sardinia. . 8 1 N 
V. The contingent bf troops and artillery ſhall be ready and 

aſſembled at Novarra, viz. 500 cavalry, 4000 infantry, and 
twelve field-pieces, by the 3oth of Germinal current (April 19), 

and the remainder in a-fortnight after. 
þ „This contingent ſhall be maintained at the expenſe of his 
i Majeſty the King of Sardinia, and ſhall receive orders from the 
N commander in chief of the French army in Italy. : 
A ſeparate convention ſettled in concert with the commander 
in chief of the French army, ſhall regulate the nature of the 


« 


ſervice of this contingent. | 

4 VI. The troops which form this contingent, ſhall participate, 

N in proportion to the number which may be under arms, in the 

| contributions which ſhall be levied from the conquered countries; 

5 teckoning from the day of the union of the contingent to the army 

bf the republic. | . ehe teig 

| VII. The French republic promiſes to procure to his Majeſty 

1 the pages Sardinia, at the period of a general ot continental 
0 e a the advantages which circumſtances may permit him 

i obtain. 1 . i Bak ON 

| VIII. Neither of the conttafting powers ſhall conclude a 
ſeparate peace with the common enemy, and no armiſtice ſhall be 

agreed to by the French republic, in which his Sardinian Majeſty 
is not included. | | 

IX. All the contributions impoſed on the ſtates of his Sardi- 

l nian Majeſty which are not yet paid up, ſhall ceaſe to be de- 
I manded immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of the 

| \preſent mg 


| X. The furniſhings which from the ſame period ſhall be made 
| in the ſtates of his Majeſty the King of Sardinia to the French 
| troops, or to priſoners #f war, and alſo thoſe which may have 
| 2. | * TW Th already 
| 


( ii 5) 


already been made in virtue of. private contraQts, and which har 
not a. been paid for by the French republic, ſhall be returned 
kind to the troops forming the contingent of his Sardinian Ma- 
jeſty: and if the amount of the furniſhings ſhould exceed thy 


wants of the contingent, the overplus ſhall be repaid in {| 
XI. The two contracting p arties ſhall immediately a 7 


commiſſioners charged to negotiate in their name a treat 
merce ly to 1 gen baſis ſtipulated in article VII. of te 
treaty o concluded at Paris between the French republic / 


and the King of Sardinia.—Meanwhile the poſts and all other 
commercial relations ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed without delay in the 
ſame manner as they were before the war. 
XII. The ratifications of the preſent treaty. of alliance. ſhall be 
exchanged at Paris in the ſhorteſt delay poſſible. | 

Done and ſigned at Turin on the 160 1 of Germinal (April 5 


$th year of the French republic. , 
H. Crinnn: 


S | 
55 Suech Cin ur DautAx. 


| The Le DireQory ratify and ſign the preſent treaty of 

alliance with his Majeſty-the- King of Sardinia, negotiated in the 

name of the French — by Henry James Clar — 4 general of 

«diviſion, appointed by an order of the Executive Directory on 

the 13th entoſe 1 and charged with W to; * 
e 


5 | Done # the national palae on te 224 Oer oth year of 
5 per 1 
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= 7 the Unis of the Republic of Mulbayen tothe Fre 
Repubii. 


TH Executive Diretry of the French republic being aur 
that rhe ſtrates, councils, citizens, and inhabitants of 
the republic ol Nealbauſen have expreſſed a deſire to be united to 
the French republic, and.to be incorporated with the great nation, 
and willing to give to the moſt ancient ally of France the laſt roof 
of her generous friendſhip, have appointed Citizen John Ulrfc 
12 member of the central adminiſtration of the r 
of the U Upper Rhine, commiſſioner, of government, to aſce 
their wi for ſuch union, and to ti — the mode * Cc 5 
ditions of the ſame; for which purpoſe the magiſtrates, &c. 'of . 
the republic of Mulhauſen have 232 to treat and ſtipul i - 
in their name, Meſſrs. Jean Hoſer, burgomaſter, J Joſhua Hoſ 
ſyndic, Paul Hagenin, exemiah Keechlin, both members of the 
great council, James Kecechlin, one of the four aſſiſtants to the 
great council, and Sebaſtian Sperl, all of the. town of 2 . 
FE 32 9 


(%) 
ww: HO e.4 1 FA . n n 
en, and equally and fu and authorized to ſtipulate for 
on en E heh atid Modenheim, Ck” Bow the 
republic and dependency of Mulhauſen. The French cotomif- 
Noner kaving, by the authentic documents ſubjoined, . verified the 
free expreſſion of their wiſhes - for the union, the commiſſioner 
and deputies, after producing and exchanging their full powers, 
agreed on the following articles | 
.. I, The French republic accepts the wiſtt of the citizens of 
| The republic of Mulhauſen, and that of the inhabitants of the 
commune of Illzach, and its appendage of Modenheim, both 
forming a dependency of Mulhauſen, and declares the ſaid'citizens 
and inhabitants Frenchmen born. ö e 
II. The French Ee 'as a mark of attachment to 
its ancient allies, conſents to protong their ſtate of . and 
ronſequently exempts them from all teał and perſonal requlſitlons, 
and from the quartering of 'ſoldiers, during the preſent war, and 
ung the period of general peace. . "EP" | 
III. "Thoſe citizens and inhabitants of Mulhauſen, &c. who 
may be irſclined to femovs with all their effects into*Switzer- 
Jand, or elſe chere, mall be allowed one year ſrom the ratifica- 
tion of this treaty, to prepate for their departure, and three 
>, ok = actompliſh- the fale and liquidation of their property 
An nne eee MIS 448 l. 2 8 (13 
IV. All the lands and effects of the town, thoſe within'its 
own diſtrict, and moſe which it -peſſeſſes in the diſtrict of 
IIlzach, and which are under the management r 
and his agents, thoſe allotted to the hoſpital, public buildings, 
and thoſe appropriated to public functionaries, mills, commons, 
arable lands, meadows, paves, foreſts, . whether within or 
without the boundaries of the teftitory of Mulhauſen, and- all 
rente or quit - rents which may be dye to the commune, the 
Hoſpital, or any other corporation' ot foundation of 'Mwllhanſen— 
In, general terms, all that conſtituted the patrimony of the ſaid 
republic, and which was known under the geteraf name of com. 
mon property, ſhall. belong in full right and without any diminu- 
tion to the commune of Mulhauſen. a 
V. The buildings, gods "moveable and*inrmoveable, and 
ſums af money, n e of the fix corpora- 
tions called tribes (Zunſte),' ſhall alſo be regarded as common 


property. , 4 v 0 
a PI. The foreſts, buildings,' und lands, belopging to be Teu- 
tonic order of Malta, as well as the pe of the chapter bf 
Es and the abbey of Lucelles, within the f 
Mulhauſen, ſhall become the ptoperty of the commune. | 
VII. Whatever meaſures the reptblic of Mulhauſem may have 
taken, previous to the exchange of the ratification of th 0 
c , 


j 


tere 


"facilitate the dil 
will be fixed by the th | 
of perſonal and Teal contributions; and as there is at preſent no 


und to | | 
with foreign eapitals; the French government declares, that it means 


manual, -&ſpaſitions, teſtaments, legacies, and. all acts. anterior 


(6.8 


4th, 5th, and 6th articles, ſhall be executed according to their 

form and tendur. x | e | 
VIII. The buildings, / capitals, rents, lands, foreſts, com- 

mons, and hemp-fields, ceded by the town of Mulhauſen to the 

inhabitants of Illzach and Modenheim, :ſhall belong to them in 

full property, without any exception, and they ſhall be free to 

diſpoſe of them as they ſhall judge moſt ſuitable to their own in- 
ſt. 1 * | 3 


IX. To encourage the neglected agriculture of the communes 


of Mulliauſen and its dependencies, the French g ent de- 


clares, that all the rents and duties levied on the lands and other 
immoveables of the citizens of Mulhauſen, and their de n- 


-cies, for the behoof of the orders mentioned previoully, and 


which would fall in to the nation, (hall be aboliſhed without any 
indemnity—and the lawful poſſeſſors of ſuch eſtates ſhall be ex- 
empt from any compenſation, and continue 1o enjoy them in per- 


N ooo an ee 

X. The, tribunal of commerce of the republic. of Mulhauſen 
ſhall be continued, and organized according to the laws of the 
French republic. There ſhall be two notaryſhips in the town of 


 Milhauſen—the one-exerciſed by the ancient Greffler 'Tabellion, 


andthe other by one of the citizens 4 bemmet: the titles, docu- 


ments, and original writings of the chancery, ſhall: be. depoſited 
in the archives, which ſhall be under the care of an officer, to 
de paid by e commune. To facilitate commercial relations, 
there ſpalf de eſiabliſhed an office ſor poſt-horſes ;/the poſt-oßce 


ſar letters ſhall be continued. r eſtabliſh a 


direct communication with Baſle, Colmar, and Belford ; and 40 
h of buſineſs, mere will be appointed a ſtam 
& The period bf: their -commencing bo 
vernment, as Well as that of the payment 


regiſter of lande, nor matriculation book, the citizens of Mul- 
hauſen having been exempt from contributions, a commiſſion- 


will be appointed to complete the regiſter and matriculation, and 
to make pteliminary 


arrangements for fixing and aſſeſſing the con - 

tributions. 2 p p * 8. 00 a 
XI. To encourage the commerce and induſtry of Mulhauſen. 

the credit of the merchants who carry on trade 


to preſerve to the capitaliſts and its Swiſs and other foreign depen- 


- dencies, the ſame rights and'the fame ſyſtem of legiſlation which 
"exiſted before the union of the blic of Mulhauſen to France, 


In conſequence, all deeds, whet 


hypothecary or under fign 
to 


1 


Cy 


to the ratification of this treaty, ſhall be executed according to 
the ſtatutory laws of the town of Mulhauſen. 
XII. The republic of Mulhauſen renounces all its connexions 
with the Helvetic body ; it depoſits in the boſom of the French 
republic its right to independent ſovereignty, and authorizes the 
French government to notify to the Helvetic cantons, in the moſt 
; amicable manner, that their ancient allies will form an integral 
part of a people no leſs dear to them, and united to whom they 
Vill not ceaſe to be in a ſtate of intimate relation with their an- 
cient friends. 

XIII. The ratification. of the KR treaty ſhall be ex- 
changed within one month from the date of ſignature. 

Done at Mulhauſen, on the gth Pluvioſe, 6th. year. 

The above treaty was ratified by the Councils on the 11th Ven- 
toſe ny Py 1798. 


ä 
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Additiona] Convention to the Treaty of Peace figned on the 705 
Augu 1796, between * French rr and the Dit of 
W. urt temberg . 


| 1. THE. French republic ſhall uire 2nd init on the ſecu- 

larization of the diſtri of Oberkirch, belonging to the 
— biſhopric of Straſburgh, the abbey of Eweilaltens and the 
principality and prebendary of Ellwangen. 

1. The Duke engages to pay what he is perſonally indebted 
to the inhabitants of the, countries ceded by him, and within fiye 
years to replace the capitals which have been paid inta his 21 
vate treaſury, and for which he has conſtituted rents. 

III. The Duke engages, by his vote in the diet, to acends, to 
the following propolitions: 1. The ceſſion of the left bank of 
the Rhine, the iſlands and courſe of that river. 2. The eman- 
- cipation of the Italian ſtates from the bonds of feudality. 3. 
The ſecularization of the eccleſiaſtical principalities which are 

neceſſary for the indemnification of the ſecular.princes.'  ' 
IV. He engages in all future wars between France and any 
other power, io obſerve the ſtricteſt neutrality, and northge to 
contribute a contingent nor any other, aſſiſtance. 

V. The French troops, in all wars commenced paint 
France, ſhall enter the territories of the Duke, remain in them, 
and poſſeſs themſelves. of ſuch military poſts as ſhall be 2. — 
ſary for their operations. 
| VI. A full amneſty ſhall be granted to all perſons who may 
have been arreſted or ae. on account of political opi- 
nions. 

VII. The W agent of the French. republic ſhall de- 
terming 


j ”\ 


( wy Wan 
termine all civil diſputes between French citizens in the ſtates o 
Wurtemberg. 0 es : 12 . 
VIII. The Duke renounces the further uſe. of the titles de- 
rived from the ceded countries. | } | g 
IX. The armiſtice of 29 Meſſidor ſhall be fully obſerved in all 
the particulars which are not contrary to the articles of the 
preſent ay © | a | | * 
Xx. The ſtipulated contributions ſhall be raiſed ; beſides which 
the Duke ſhall pay monthly 200,000 livres, from t Vendemi- 


aire to the ſigning of the preliminaries of with Auſtria. . 
XI. This treaty ſhall likewiſe bind the Imperial towns Eſslin- 


gen and Reutlingen, 
: (Signed) 'WorLtLwagrrt. 
Paris, 20 Thermidor, 4th year ABEL. 


of the French republic. 


—— 
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Treaty of Peace, and of Alliance offenſive and defenſive, concluded 
＋ 3 the French and Helvetic Republics, { 


THE French and Helvetic republics being equally deſirous to 
make the moſt perfect peace and the ſtricteſt friendſhip fuc- 
ceed to a war which an oligarchy had provoked, and which for 
time had cauſed a diviſion between the two nations, have refolye 
to unite themſelves together by an alliance gruunded on the real 
intereſts of the two countries: the reſpective governments have 
accordingly appointed, on the part of the French Directory, Cĩ- 
tizen C, M. alleyrand, miniſter of foreign affairs, and on the 
* of the Executive Directory of the Helvetic republic, Cuizens 
J. Zeltner and Amedee Jenner, who, after a mutual ex- 
change of their full powers, agreed to the following articles: _ 
Art. I. There ſhall be for a perpetuity, peace, friendſhip, 
and good underſtanding, between the French and Helvetic re- 
ublics. + | 24 
? IT. There exiſts, from the preſent moment, between the two 
republics, an alliance offenſive and defenſive. The general reſult 
of this alliance is, that each of the republics may, in caſe of 
war, claim the co-operation of its ally. The power claiming 
this co-operation ſhall then ſpecify againſt whom the co-operation 
is required, and in conſequence of that ſpecial requiſition, the 
power called upon enters into war againſt the power or powers 
deſignated ; but it remaius in a ſtate of neutrality with reſpect to 
ſuch powers as may be at war with the claiming power, and 
whom it may not have particularly deſignated. It is acknow- 
ledged that the effect of the requiſition on the part of the French 
republic ſhall never be to ſend the Swiſs troops beyond the 1 — 
E | | he 
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| The troops called for mall be paid and maintained by the power 


calling for them; and in caſe of ſuch requiſition, neither of the 
two republics ſhall ſeparately conclude any treaty of armiſtice or 
of peace. The particular effects of the alliance, when on eithes 
| fide a requiſition ſhall take place, the nature and the quantity; of 
me ſuccours to be mutually afforded; ſhall be amicably determined 
by ſpecial conventions, grounded on the principles contained in 
this article, N . 
III. The French republic accordingly guarantees to the Hel- 
vetic republic its independence and the unity of its government ; 
and incaſe the oligarchy ſhould attempt to overturn: the preſent 
Helvetic conſtitution, the French republic binds itſelf to grant to 
the Helvetic republic, upon its requiſition, ſuch ſuccours as it 
may fland in need of, in order to triumph over ſuch internal or 
external attack as may be made againſt it. It promiſes its good 
. offices to the Helvetic republic that may inſure it the enjoyment 
of all its rights with regard to other powers; and in order to 
furniſh jt with the means of ſpeedily re-eſtabliſhing its military 
| ſtrength on the moſt impoſing footing, the French republic con- 
ſents to reſtore the artillery that has been taken from it during the 
preſent war, and which may be ſtil] at the diſpoſal of the French 
overnment at the moment of fi ng the preſent treaty, pro- 
ed the Helvetic republic will ſend for ſuch pieces of artillery . 
and carry them back into its own territory, 
IV. The frontiers between France and Helvetia ſhall be deter- 
mined by a particular convention, the baſis of which ſhall be, 
that every thing which formed part of the ci-devant biſhopric 
of Baſil, and the principality of Porentruy, ſhall remain defini- 
tively united to the French territory, as well as the interſection 
of the Swiſs territory comprehended in the department of the 
Upper Rhine and Mont Terrible; with reſervation of the coun- 
ter ceſſiuns and exchanges, which may be judged indiſpenſable 
for rendering theſe frontiers perfectly ſtraight from Bafit to Ge- 
neva, and which ſhall not affect the unions which have already 
been definitively made to the French territory,  _ | 
v. In order to ſecure the communications of the French re- 
public with the ſouth of Germany and Italy, there ſhall be 
granted to the ſaid republic the free and 2 uſe of two 
commercial and military roads, the firſt of which ſhall paſs the 
north of Helvetia, up the Rhine, along the weſt and ſouthern 
banks of the lake of Conſtance; the ſecond, beginning at Ge- 
neva, and traverſing the department of Morit Blanc, ſhall 
through the Valais, running into the territory of the Ciſalpine 
republic by a courſe to be fixed; and it is determined that each 
fate ſhall, within its own territories, execute the works neceſ- 
ſary for the conſttuction of -thefe two roads. Wt 8 
: | 2 ; | 
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VI. It is likewiſe ſtipulated, that, in order to give to the in- 
ternal navigation of the two republics all the beneficial improve- 
ments of which it is ſuſceptible, each of them reſpeRively ſhall, 
within its own territories, execute the works of art which ſhall 
be neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment of a communication by water 
from the lake of Geneva to the Rhine, and from Geneva to that 
part of the Rhone which is navigable. n 

VII. The French republic binds itſelf to furniſh'to the Hel- 
vetic republic all the ſalt which it may ſtand in- need of, from 
the ſalt-pits of La Meurthe, of Jura, and of Mont Blanc. 
The prices of the ſaid ſalt, the expenſes of carriage, the places 
and the periods of delivery, ſhall be regulated at leaſt every ten 
years between citizens charged by the French government with 
the preparing of the ſalt, and the officers of the Helvetic go- 
vernment, without ever permitting the price of the ſaid ſalt to 
exceed that paid by the French citizens, and without the ſub- 
jects of the Helvetic government being ever ſubjeQed to paying 
the taxes which in France may be laid upon that commodity. 

VIII. According to the latter article, the Helvetic republic 
expreſsly renounces all the drawbacks on ſalt which it might be 
entitled to claim in virtue of ancient treaties which exiſted be- 
tween France and the Cantons; and it binds itſelf to take an- 
nually from the ſalt- pits at leaſt two hundred and fifty thouſand 
quintals of ſalt. 8 

IX. The citizens of the French republic may go and come to 
Helvetia, furniſhed with regular paſſports: they ſhall be at liberty 
to form all and ſuch eſtabliſhments there, to exerciſe every kind 
of induſtry which the law permits and protects; their perſons 
and property ſhall be ſubject to the laws and uſages of the coun- 
try, The citizens of the Helvetic republic ſhall enjoy in France, 


- 


on the ſame conditions. \ 

X. In all litigated points reſpecting individuals, which cannot 
be ſettled by reference, or by the deciſion of the courts, the 
plaintiff ſhall be obliged to follow up his action before the na- 
tural judges of the defendant, unleſs the parties be E on 
the very ſpot where the bargain had been contracted, or have 
agreed upon the choice of the judges to whoſe deciſion they 
would leave the matter in diſpute. In litigated points, having 
for object landed property, the ſuit ſhall be carried on before a 
tribunal or a magiſtrate of the place where the property is ſitu- 
ated, The litigations that may ariſe between the heirs of a a2 
Frenchman who dies in Switzerland, with regard to his ſue- 
ceſſion, ſhall be transferred before the judge of the reſidence 
which the Frenchman poſſeſſed in France ; and the ſame ſhall be 
8 with regard to the ſucoeſſion of a Swiſs who may die 
in France. 


Vor. VII. b | XI. The 


and in all the dominions of the French republic, the ſame rights 


© i 
XI. The defihitive judgments in civil cauſes that are re- 
2 as ſettled points, and that have been pronounced by 
rench tribunals, ſhall be executed in Switzerland, and vice 
verſa, after they ſhall have been ſanctioned by the reſpective 
miniſters. e | 
XII. In cafe of the failure or bankruptcy of ' Frenchmen 
8 of property in France, if there are Swiſs creditors and 
French creditors, the Swiſs creditors who ſhall have conformed 
to the French laws for the ſecurity of their hypothetic, ſhall be 
aid according to the order of their hypothetic on the footing of 
French creditors :' and vice verſa, if Swiſs poſſeſſing property 
in the Helvetic republic, ſhall have both French and Swiſs cre- 
ditors, the French creditors who ſhall have employed the re- 
quiſite formalities to ſecure an hypothetic in Switzerland, ſhall 
be arranged with Swiſs creditors, according to the order of their 
hypothetic. With regard to ſimple creditors, they ſhall be 
treated in the ſame manner, without reſpect to which of the 
two countries they belong. » 
XIII. In all criminal proceedings for heinous offences inſti» 
tuted either before Swiſs or French courts, witneſſes ſhall be 
mutually hound to attend from either country in perſon, under 
the penalties to be fixed by the two countries. The neceſſary 
paſſports ſhall in this caſe be granted by the government of the 
party requiring, according to diltance, &c. 7 
XIV. The two republics ſhall mutually engage to grant no 
aſylum to the emigrants or perſons baniſhed from the other. 
They likewiſe bind themſelves to exile, on the firſt requiſition, 
the perſons of either nation who ſhall judicially have been de- 
clared guilty of conſpiracy againſt the intereſt or external ſecu- 
rity of the ſtate, of murder, poiſoning, fire-raiſing, forgery, 
violence, theft, and robbery, or perſons accuſed of theſe crimes z. 
and the property ſtolen in either county and taken to the other, 
ſhall be reſtored. . 
XV. There ſhall immediately be concluded between the two 
repubiics a treaty of commerce, founded upon the moſt complete 
reciprocity of advantage. In the mean time, the ſubjects of 
both nations ſhall be treated upon the footing of thoſe of the 
moſt favoured nations. e | 
Concluded and figned at Paris, 2d Fructidor (Aug. 19), of the 
French republic, one —indiviſible, 6 (17908). 
Oats * - (Signed) CH. M. TALLEYRAND.. 
8 P. J. itte. 
H. A. JENNER. 
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Sulſtance of the Treaty of Alliance between the French aud Ciſalpine 
Republics, concluded in July 1798. 
Art, 1. THE French republic acknowledges the Ciſalpine re- 
public to be a free and independent ſtate, and gua- 
rantees to it its liberty, its independence, and the abolition of 
every government anterior to that which exiſts at preſent. 

Il. here ſhall exiſt for ever, between the two republics, 

ce, amity, and good- will. | 

III. The Ciſalpine republic engages to take part in every 
war in which the French republic may be involved, when a re- 
quiſition for that purpoſe ſhall be made by the Executive Direc- 
tory of the French republic. She binds herſelf, immediately on 
receiving this requiſition, to raiſe all her forces, and to put all 
her means of war in activity. By the notification of this requi- 
ſition, ſhe will be put in a ſtate of war with every power 

inſt whom the requiſition is made; and whilſt ſuch notifica- 
tion ſhall not have been given, ſhe will continue in a ſtate of 
neutrality. p | 

IV. The Ciſalpine republic having demanded from the French 
republic an armed force ſufſioient to protect her liberty, her inde- 
3 and her internal tranquillity, as well as to preſerve 

r from every aggreſſion on the part of her neighbours, the twa 
republics have agreed upon the following articles : 

V. Until it ſhall be otherwiſe agreed, there ſhall remain in — 
the Ciſalpine republic a body of French troops, to the number 
of 25,000 men, including the ſtaff and adminiſtrations. . This 
corps ſhall be compoſed of 22,000 infantry, 2500 cavalry, and 
520 horſe and foot artillery, - 

VI. The Cifalpine republic ſhall annually furniſh to the 
French republic, for the pay and ſubliſtence of theſe troops, the 
ſum of ten millions, which ſhall be paid into the military cheſt 
by twelve equal monthly payments; and in the event of war, 
ſhe ſhall ſupply the neceſſary additional expenſes ; ſhe ſhall pro- 
vide — and lodgings for the ſaid troops in a ſtate of 
health or ſickneſs; in conſideration of which the French re- 
public engages to pay, equip, clothe, and ſubſiſt them in health 
or in ſickneſs. | | 

VII. The French government may withdraw and replace any 
part of theſe troops at their pleaſure. | 

VIII. Theſe troops, as welk as the troops of the Ciſalpine 
republic, ſhall always be under the command of French ge- 
nerals, _ | 
IX. One half at leaſt of the garriſons of Mantua, Peſchiera, 
and Ferrara, ſhall always conſiſt of French troops. 

X. The Ciſalpine republic ſhall keep the artillery of theſe 
three places in the beſt condition, with complete proviſions for's 


year, 
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XI. When there are French and Cifalpine troops in the ſame 


fort, ſtation, or cantonment, the rank of the officers being 
equal, they ſhall be commanded by a French officer; but if the 
rank is unequal, by the ſuperior officer, whether French or 
Ciſalpine. 

XII. The French republic ſhall give up to the Ciſalpine re- 
public, on the terms agreed on between Citizen Buonaparte and 
the Executive Directory of the Ciſalpine republic, as much of 
the artillery taken from the enemy as the Ciſalpine republic ſhall 
require. \ 

XIII. The fort which has been planned out at the rock 
D'Amfo by the French engineers, under the orders of Citizen Buo- 
naparte, to command the valley of Sabia, ſhall be conſtrued with. 
out delay. The works neceſſary to complete the forts of Peſ- 
chiera and Mantua ſhall alſo be carried on without delay, as well 
as the fortification of the heights of Valleggio, and the little 
fort of Coetto, according to the plans approved by Citizen 
Buonaparte: the whole to be performed at the expenſe of the 
Ciſalpine republic. 

XIV. The Ciſalpine republic ſhall organize an armed force 
compoſed of Italian and auxiliary troops, the number of which, 
horſe and foot, ſhall be regulated by a ſeparate convention. She 
ſhall always keep in readineſs 120 field-pieces, upwards of 60 
pontoons, and a flotilla on the lake of Garda. | 

XV. The Ciſalpine republic ſhall not ſuffer any French emi- 

rant to reſide within her territory. Every French emigrant 
found on the territory of the Ciſalpine republic ſhall be arreſted, 
in order to his being tranſported to the place which the Execu- 
tive Directory of the French republic ſhall point out. Every 
Ciſalpine emigrant found on the territory of the French republic 
ſhall be likewiſe arreſted, and placed at the diſpoſal of the Ciſ- 
alpine republic. . 


Subſtance of the Treaty of Commerce between the French and Ciſalpine 
Republics, concluded in July 1798. 


Art. I. NEITHER of the two republics, French and Ciſal- 
pine, ſhall ever prohibit the importation or the 
conſumption of any merchandiſe. of the growth or manufacture 
of the other republic, its ally. 
II. Neither of the two republics ſhall prohibit the export- 
ation of any of its productions or manufactures to the other 
republic, its ally, except grain or flour, which may be occaſion- 
ally diſcontinued ; but only in caſes of ſcarcity, and when the 
ſame prohibition ſhall be extended to every other —_ ; 
| 3 Al In 
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III. In caſe either of the two republics ſhall judge it proper 
to impoſe a duty upon any production or merchandiſe of the 
growth or the manufacture of its ally, ſuch duty ſhall not exceed 
ſix per cent. ad valorem. f | 

IV. Until a general peace, all duties ſhall be reduced one 
half, when productions or merchandiſe of the growth or ma- 
nufacture of both republics ſhall be tranſported in the waggons 
or ſhips of either—theſe commodities, if in waggons, are to be 
conducted by citizens of one or other of the ſaid republics ; or 
if in veſſels, by a crew, three-fourths of which ſhall be citizens 
of the one or the other republic. 

V. At the period of a general peace, the advantage ſtipu- 
lated by the preceding article ſhall ceaſe, with regard to pro- 
duQions or merchandiſe imported in veſſels; but the produc- 
tions or merchandiſe of the growth or manufaQure of France, 
ſhall not be imported into the ports of the Ciſalpine repub- 
lic, but in French or Ciſalpine veſſels, wholly to the exclu- 
ſion of the veſſels of every other nation, under pain of con- 
fiſcation of ſhip and cargo, and 3000 livres of fine, to be le- 
vied upon the proprietors, conſigners, and agents of the veſſel 
or cargo, or upon the captain or mate. 

VI. The valuation which ſhall ſerve as the baſis for regu- 
lating the duties on importation ſhall be proved by the invoices 
or written declarations which may accompany the goods. In 
caſe the comptrollers of the cuſtoms ſhall ſuſpe& the invoices or 
declarations to be forged, it ſhall be lawful for them to detain 
the merchandiſe, paying for it at the rate of the invoice or de- 
claration, with an addition of 25 per cent. | 

VII. Each veſſel or waggon ſhall be furniſhed with a declara- 
tion made before, the conſul, or, if there be no conſul, before 
the municipal officer of the place where it ſhall have been loaded. 
This declaration ſhall mention the country in which the ſaid 
merchandiſe was produced or manufactured. | 

VIII. Both republics ſhall employ all their good offices and 
influence, in order to obtain from intermediate ſtates the de- 
ſirable facilities for the tranſit of their reſpective commerce, 
either by an exemption of the duties it may be liable to in 
paſſing through theſe ſtates, or by the reſtitution at leaving 
them of what was paid upon the entry. | 

IX. There ſhall be eſtabliſhed relays of poſt-horſes and 
offices for letters on the road from Milan to Paris: this road. 
ſhall be directed through the Valois and the Pays de Vaud, 
and ſhall alſo paſs through Lauſanne, proceeding by the road 
uſed by the peace of 1748. The French and Ciſalpine repub- 
lics ſhall be at the expenſe of theſe eſtabliſhments on their 
reſpective territories, T hey ſhall alſo unite in demanding Sun 
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the Helvetic republic the formation of ſimilar eftabliſhments 
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on its territory. 

X. The Executive Directory of the French republic ſhall 

s employ its good offices with the powers of Barbary, in order 

ö that the Ciſalpine flag may be treated with the ſame reſpect by 
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Proclamations, Manifeſtoes, 
Correſpondence, &c. 
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Extract from the Regifter of the Deliberations of the Commiſſion dele- 
gated by the. French Government to the Leeward Iflands.” 


THE commiſſion, conſidering that the ports of the Windward 
Iſlands, as well as Port-au-Prince, St. Marc, L' Arcahaye, 
the Mole, and Jeremie, given up to the Engliſh, occupied and 
defended by the emigrants, are in a ſtate of permanent ſiege, and 
ought not to enjoy the ſame advantages as the ports of the different 
Engliſh colonies, poſſeſſed by that power before the war, and from 
other titles ; | 
Conſidering that is againſt all principle to treat a horde of rebels, 
without country, without government, and without a flag, with 
the ſame reſpe& which poliſhed nations obſerve to one another 
during war ; - | e | | 
That it is notorious that the different places of the colony given 
up to the Engliſh no more belong to them than La Vendee, in 
which the Engliſh miniſter had in like manner ſtipendiary troops, 
regiments in his pay, wearing the ſame uniform as the troops of 
the king of England; | F 
Los revolted cities of La Vendee _ as well as _ 2 the 
colony, garriſoned by emigrants; its coaſts equall te . 
Engliſh Seflels, and hat — — it — — into 92 
head of a reaſonable man to think that it ought to be allowed to 
merchants of neutral nations, to ſupply theſe brigands with food, 
who were only occupied in rending the boſom of their country ; / 
Conſidering that in virtue of the 11th article of the treaty of 
alliance, concluded at Paris on the 6th of February 1778, between 
the United States and France, this firſt power engaged itſelf to 
defend the poſſeſſions of France in America in caſe of war, and 
that the government and commerce of. the United States have 
ſtrangely abuſed the tolerance of the French republic, in turning, 
to her detriment the favours which were granted to her, of enter- 
ing and trading in all the ports of 'the colony ; = 
That in permitting any longer to neutral veſſels to carry warlike 
and other proviſions to men evidently in a ſtate of rebellion, is to 
Vol. VII. | B with 


(2) 
wiſh to prolong civil war, and the evils and crimes that are the 
effects of it: 5 Oo 
The commiſſion has decreed, and do decree, as follow : 
ARTICLE iſt. The captains of veſſels of war and-French pri- 
vateers are authorized to capture and to conduct into the ports of 
the republic, all neutral veſſels deſtined for the ports of the Wind- 
ward and Lee ward Iſlands of America given up to the Engliſh, oc- 
cupied and defended by emigrants. y t — 4 
2d. The ſaid veſſels are declared good prize, and ſhall be ſold 
for the benefit of the captors [ | 
3d. The arret of the 7th Frimaire, taken conformably to the 
reſolution of the Executive Directory of 14th Meſſidor, ſhall be 
put iy force until jt. ſhall be otherwiſe ordered, 
Done at the Tapes 6th Nivoſe (26th Dec.), Sth year of the 
French republic, one and indiviſible. 
1 N Preſident. 
7 6 EBLANC, alt 
Ramon, Commiſſaries. 
Pasc AL, Secretary- General. 
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Declaration of General La Fayette, previous to his Releaſe from © 


* * 


Impriſonment. 


A ben . dete Olmute,.. July 26, 1797. 
HE commiſſion with which the Marquis de Chaſteller is en- 
truſted, appears to relate to three points : 0 

1. His Imperial Majeſty wiſhes to aſcertain the true ſtate of our 

ſituation at Olmutz.— I am not diſpoſed to prefer any complaint 

upon the ſubjeR ; the detailed circumſtances reſpecting it may be 
found in the letters received or ſent back, which were tranſmitted 
by my wife to the Auſtrian government; and if his Imperial 

Majeſty is not ſatisſied by reading over the orders ſent in his name 

from Vienna, I am willing to give the Marquis de Chaſteller any 

informatiun he may deſire. 1 34 | 
2. His Majeſty the Emperor and King wiſhes to be aſſured that, 


upon my releaſe, I ſhall immediately ſet out for America, I have 


frequently fignifed this to have been my intend on. But, as an 
anſwer, under the preſent circumſtances, might ſeem to admit the 


right of exacting ſuch a condition, I do not judge it proper to 


comply with this demand. | | 
'g. His Majeſty the Emperor and King does me the honour to 


ſignify to me that the principles which 1 profefs, being incom- 


patible with the. ſecurity of the Auſtrian government, it is this 
pleaſure that I ſhould not re-enter hisdominions without his ſpecial 
permiſſion, —TI have duties from which I am not at liberty to with- 


draw myſelf, Lam under obligations of duty to the United 4 
+ | | : above 
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above all, I am under obligations of duty. to France; and. Ircan 
contract no engagements inconſiſtent with thoſe rights which my 
country holds aver me. With theſe exceptions, I can aſſure the 
General Marquis de Chaſteller, that it is my invariable reſslutioh . 
never to ſet foot on any, territory ſubjeR to his Majeſty the King 
of Bohemia and Hungary; conſequently I, the underſigned, en- 
gage myſelf to his Majeſty the Emperor and King, neyer at any 
time to enter into any of his hereditary dominions, without havi 
firſt obtained his ſpecial permiſſion, provided this engagement. | 


not underſtood to contravene the right my country holds over me. 
(Signed) A FAYETTE. , 


Declaration of the ſecond State Priſoner, General Latour Maub = 
previouſly to his Releaſe. 


GENERAL de Chaſteller has informedime of the inclination of 
his Imperial Majeſty to ſet me at liberty, and added to this inti- 
mation, that he was charged to demand a written anſwer of me to 
the following points : | 

iſt. Whether it was true that my captivity has been rendered 
worle by ill treatment, or whether | had only to complain of the 
inconveniences peculiar to ſtate priſoners ?. 

2d, Where I intended to go after my releaſe ? 

My aſſurance not to enter the dominions of his Imperial 
Majeſty without his expreſs leave. | 

Without giving to the Auſtrian government any right over my 
perſon, and without ſubmitting to the right which it has arrogated 
to itſelf over unarmed Frenchmen, who had nothing to do with 
the provinces ſubject to the Emperor's domination, [ deem it in- 
cumbent on me to declare, and do declare, FP? 

That I have not been ill- treated, either by words or actions, b 
the perſons who were charged to guard me, nor would I have ſuf- 
fered them to do it with impunity. . Meanwhile I muſt add, that 
excepting the captain, who now has the inſpection over the ſtate 
priſons, moſt of the officers who were his predeceſſors in that 
ſervice, performed it with peculiar rudeneſs and negleR, of which 
it was the natural conſequence, that the priſoners-were in want of 
every thing. Thoſe officers, ſince General Spleny paid very little 
attention, totally diſregarded our wants (perhaps they followed 
in this reſpe& the orders which they had); whence it happened, 
that from October 1794, the epoch of the arrival of General 
D' Arco, till the month of January 1797, when that ſervice. was 
transferred to Count Machelicot, I was left utterly deſtitute of all 
I wanted, and in general in ſuch a condition as apparently ſur» 
priſed that officer on his arrival, and which he has ameliorated an 
much as his inſtructions would permit. Sik A 
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Vnacquainted as I am with the code of the ſtate priſons, I do 
not know whether the treatment which I have borne tor theſe three 
years paſt tallies with that code; but what we have heard about 
the mode of treatment in the juſtly abhorred Baſtille, and what 1 
have read ducing my impriſonment in Pruſſia of the treatment in 
the French priſons, under the barbarous domination of Marat and 
Robeſpierre, even my captivity in Pruſſia, all this had not pre- 
pared me for thoſe rigours, which I would not deem poſſible, eſ- 
ecially under the ſceptre of a prince whoſe humanity and virtue 
have ſo often heard praiſed, had I not had fo long and fo cruel 
experience of them. 2 | . 
2. I do further declare, That it is my intention, as ſoon as I 
ſhall have my liberty, to go to Hamburgh, and to remain there 
till the news which I expect from my family ſhall have enabled 
me to take a farther reſolution, and till my impaired health at leaſt 
be ſo far recovered, that I can put it into execution. | | 
3. With pleaſure I tenew here the promiſe which I have ſo 
often made to myſelf, never to travel in the hereditary dominions 
of his Imperial Majeſty, ſtill leſs to ſettle in them. But as a 
thouſand circumſtances may diſconcert the plan I have previouſly 
taken to go to North America, and to leave room for no pretext 
to treat me a ſecond time as a ſtate priſoner, for having fulfilled 
my duties to my country, I deem it neceſſary to make an exception 
in this promiſe. I therefore except formally the caſe, little pro- 
able at the bottom, where the ſervice of my country, which I 
was forced to quit, and which will ever be dear to me, or the ſer- 
vice of the ſtate where I might in future fix my abode, and which 
ſhould have received me, ſhould impoſe on me the imperious law 
to pay no regard to that promiſe, 5 
Olmurz, July 25th, 1797. LATroux MAUBOURG. 


Declaration of the third State Priſoner, Bureau de Puſey, previouſly 
1685 his Releaſe. ; 

GENERAL the Marquis de. Chaſteler has ſummoned me, in 
the name of his Majeſty the Emperor and King of Bohemia and 
Hungary, to expoſe the complaints which I might have to make, 
as well againſt the individuals appointed to guard me, as of the ri- 
gours of my captivity, with exception of the meaſure which the 
duty of ſecuring my perſon renders neceſſary. I anſwer to this, 
as I do not know the meaſure of the regulations of ſecurity 
and rigour which the Court of Vienna thinks neceſſary to keep 
in- ſafe cuſtody its ſtate priſoners, I cannot anſwer the queſtion 
aſked: me otherwiſe than by-a faithful. narrative of the hard treat- 

4, ment which has fallen to my lot ever ſince I have been here. 

I declare, therefore, that from the 18th of May 1794, to this 
preſeut day, I have not been permitted, for a ſingle moment, to 
; | r | | ” quit | 
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it the room in which I was ſhut-up on my arrival ; that I was 
pnſequently deprived of every other motion but that which'T , 
out zuld make in that room; that I could breathe no other freſh 
r but what entered by the windows, doubly barred with iron; 
air frequently ſo infectious and unwholeſome, that the evil ex- ' 
eded by far the benefit of the enjoyment, I do further declare, 
at out of the ſmall number of books which 1 brought with me, 


Ice 
el dout twelve were taken from me, under the pretence of 3 | 
tue icious; the ſame happened with, as many maps, which chiefly 


epreſented America ; farther, with all the letters from my family, 
hich 1 had received in Pruſſia by the channel of the government 
pf that country, till now not a ſingle one of theſe articles has been 
eturned to me. I declare, that during the firſt fourteen weeks of 
my impriſonment at Olmutz, I was not allowed to receive intelli- 
rence from any of my relations, Who were then all under the axe 
pf the Jacobins in France, and were obliged the more to tremble 
as they had the misfortune to belong to me; I was not even allowed 
o ſend them a proof of my till being in exiſtence. | 
I declare, that a ſervant who had been propoſed to me, without 
y wiſhing for him, at my departure from Luxemburg to Weſel, 
and who of courſe accompanied me, was ſeparated from me on 
my arrival at Olmutz ; that ſix weeks after, I only could ſee him 
for a few moments, afterwards only every fortnight, each time 
for about an hour, then twice a week ; at laſt, during the laſt 
twenty-one months, he was allowed to paſs three hours every day 
in attending on my perſon. | | 
I declare that I have been conſtantly refuſed the uſe of paper, 
pen and ink, pencils, compaſſes, and other inſtruments of that 
kind; nay, and whole months, from the end of November 1794, 
to the end of July 1795, a ſmall ſlate was taken from me, which 
I uſed for calculations, and in my mathematical ſtudies. a | 
I declare, that I have been conſtantly deprived of all ſmal! ar- 
ticles of furniture, even of thoſe moſt indiſpenſable with regard to 
our common daily wants, ſuch as watch, ſcifſars, knife, fork, and 
razor. Farther, that with regard to my wearing apparel, I was 
for ſeveral months in the moſt horrid ſtate. To ne the truth. I _- 
aſked for none; not that I ſuſpected the government would refuſe 
me what was moſt neceſſary in that reſpe& ; but in the firlt place, 
becauſe my dreſs ſpoke for itſelf ; and 2dly, becauſe I preferred 
this privation, to the humiliating diſcuſſion on which I ſhould | 
have been obliged to enter on that account. I only once touched 
ſlightly on this ſubject, with regard to Major Chermack, an of- 
ficer to whoſe care the prifoners were then entruſted, a man of a 
ſavage and brutal character, and d ver of conceiving the moſt 
N duties towards priſoners, before whom men of that ſort 
think they ought to ſhow themſelves the prouder the more unfor- @ 
tunate the former are, I farther declare, that, excepting ye 
X a : 7 5 1 or - 
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Major Chermack, I have no complaint to make againſt any of the 
officers who were. by turns on duty with me, and it is with plea- 
ſure I ſeize this opportunity to return thanks to Count Mack 


Elliot, who is now charged with the police of the ſtate priſons, for 


the polite and humane conduct which he has continually obſerved 
towards me. 

The Marquis de Chaſteller having alſo informed me, that the 
end of my impriſonment depended alſo upon taking on myſelf the 
obligation not to return to the dominions of his Majeſty the Em- 
peror, without his leave; I hereby declare, that I joyfully bind 
myſelf never to enter the dominions of his Imperial Royal Majeſty 
of Hungary and Bohemia, without having obtained his permiſſion; 
nay; even never crave that permiſſion; excepting however the caſe 
of military ſervice, on the ſuppoſition of a war between his Im- 
perial Majeſty, and the power that will grant me an aſylum; as 
no motive can or ſhall force me to ſubſe myſelf to the diſgraceful 
terms of a promiſe, which might prevent me from fulfilling the 
firſt duty as a citizen, to the ſtate that ſhall grant me refuge, 

Olmutz, July 25, 1797. Bux EAU DE PUSEY. 

| 


| | / _ _ 
Letter from La Fayette, Latour Maubourg, and Bureau de Puſey, ta 
: General Buonaparte. - . 5 
Citizen General, 15 Vendemiaire (Oct. 6), Year 6. 


THE priſoners of Olmutz, happy in being indebted for their 

deliverance to the benevolence of their country and to your in- 
vincible arms, had enjoyed, in their captivity, the idea, that their 
liberty and their life were attached to the triumphs of the republic, 
and to your perſonal glory: At preſent they rejoice to render ho- 
mage to their deliverer. It would have been highly gratifying to 
us to have offered you in perſon the expreſſion. of theſe ſentiments, 
and to have had an opportunity of * a near view of the the- 
atre of ſo many victories, the army which gained them, and the 


hero who has added our reſurrection to the number of his miracles; 


but you know that the journey to Hamburgh was not left to our 
choice, It is from the place where we bid the laſt adieu to our 
gaolers that we addreſs our thanks to their conqueror. In the ſo- 
litary retreat, on the Dani ſh territory, of Holſtein, where we are 
going to endeavour to eftabliſh that health which you have ſaved, 
we will join to the wiſhes inſpired by our patriotiſm for the re- 
public, the moſt lively ſenſe of intereſt for the illuſtrious general, 


to whom we are more attached on account of the ſervices which he 


has rendered to the cauſe of liberty, and to our country, than of the 
perſonal obligations that we are proud to owe him, and which the' 
+ moſt lively gratitude has engraved on our hearts in characters the 


moſt indelible, | | , ; 
| Health and reſpeQ! 
| | Inſtructien 
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Aruction . by General Buonaparte Ie the Commiſſaine Or- 
h 


donnateur in Chief of the Army of Italy, dated the 11th of Auguſt. 


: A® the Ciſalpine republic pays to the army of the French re- 
public one million per month, all parts of the territory of 
at republic are conſequently exempted from every kind of requi- 
tion. : | 
2. The actual limits of that republic are, 1ſt. the countries 
tuated between the Teſie and the Cello; 2d. all the territory that 
ormerly compoſed the Modeneſe, Bologneſe, and Ferrareſs: N 
3. When the troops of the Ciſalpine republic ſhall be ſtationed 
n its own territory, they ſhall be furniſhed from the magazines of 
that republic, 85 | 3% A 
4. When the troops of the Ciſalpine republic ſhall be with the 
French army, or any other territory than that of the republic, they 
ſhall be furniſhed from the magazine of the French. 1 
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Proclamation publiſhed at Venice on the 16th Auguſt (29 Thermidor} 
if nada N. are 8 
THE general in chief of the army of Italy wiſhing to give, in 
the name of the French republic, a proof of its eſteem and 
friendſhip for the Sublime Porte, orders, 1ſt. The generals com- 
manding the different places of commerce — by the French 
in Italy, ſhall afford ſpecial protection to Ottoman ſubjecta, 
Greeks, and particularly to Albanians. 2d. The Ottoman fub- 
jets ſhall be at liberty to hire lodgings where they think proper, 
without being obliged to live all in the ſame houſe, and be at home 
at an appointed hour. 3d. The French ſhips in the Adriatic fea, 
ſhall afford protection and ſuccour to veſſels bearing the Ottoman 
flag, and particularly to Greeks and Albanians, „nue 
47 þ #4 Th (Signed)  BuonaParTE. + 


. 


Liberty, Equality.—In the Name of the Ciſalpine Republic, One ami . 
Gade nsndiuiſible. 0 n 

75, Minifttr for Foreign Affairs, to the Preſident of the-Batavian - 
| _ National Convention. | | 


Milan, the 22d Thermider th Aug. J, the 
Fi Year of the French Republic. 


THE beſtowing of freedom on the Ciſalpine nation has crowned 
the long ſeries of viQtories of the French republic. This 
fair country is at length delivered from our and your enemies; 


the time is arrived when the political conſequence of Italy ſhall be 


reſtored and confirmed. The wiſh of the Ciſalpine people for their 
4 7 ; inde- 


ES): 


independence, and the exertion of their rights, cannot be more 
ardent or more ſtrongly expreſſed. Their motto of union is the 
ſame with that of your nation Liberty: a Republic. What a for. 
tunate omen for the fulfilment of a wiſh ſo dear to our hearts! It 
is doubtleſs the duty of the Ciſalpine government, on its firſt be. 
ginning, to make known to the brave Batavian nation, the com- 
mencement of a period which muſt ever be recorded in the annals 
of hiſtory ; to that nation, Which, from the (imilarity of its ſitua- 
tion, has the ſame enemies to oppoſe and conquer. The mutual 
intereſts of the two republics cannot but unite them, and induce 
them mutually to ſupport each other. The Ciſalpine people, ren- 
dered free by the power and generous ſupport of the French, re. 
public, our ally and friend, has opened new channels for the re- 
ciprocal trade and activity of the three nations, and will ſhortly 
become the firmeſt bulwark of general freedom and happineſs, 
Let us haften, therefore, to conne& ourſelves together by the 
bands of the ſtricteſt friendſhip ; bands which muſt be indiſſoluble 
between two nations, which ſo cordially love and eſteem each 
other. It is impoſlible that a nation which has once taſted the 
fweets of liberty, ſhould willingly put on again the chains of 
ſlavery. The uniformity of our fentiments, our confidence in 
each other, and our ardent wiſh for the general happineſs, are re- 
ciprocal bands by which we are connected. The ſame ſentiments 
are a pledge of the heartfelt ſatisfaction I perſonally feel on this 
occaſion, and the delight I feel in the fulfilment of my duty, in 
communicating to you the joyful intelligence, that the independ- 
ence of the Ciſalpine republic is acknowledged, and that the Di- 
rectory began to enter on its functions on the 11th of Meſſidor. 
The members of it are the Citizens Giovanni, Galeazze Serbelloni, 
Pietro Moſcati, Giovanni Paridiſi, Marco Alaſſandri, and Gio- 
vanni Conſtabili Contadini. Receive then, with the ſame ſenti- 
ments with which it is tranſmitted, this firſt proof of friendſhip 
and alliance which the Directory, through me, conſiders as a dut 

and a pleaſure to communicate on the part of the Cifalpine people. 
The ſentiments which I have had the honour to expreſs, I feel 


with the warmeſt fraternal eſteem, Permit me to add the ſincere 


with of my nation for your individual happineſs and welfare ; and 
to allure you of the eſteem which I ſhall ever feel towards you. 
| Health and fraternity! 
(Signed) CuARTESs TesT1, 
The miniſter for foreign affairs. 


; | pg Extrafi 


Extra of a Letter from Citizen Nee), Miniſter Plenipotent 


the French Republic to the Batavian Republic, addreſſed to 
Minifter General Police, and dated Hague, {on 2 


LEARNT a very ſingular thing from Marſhal Broglio, and 
which was confirmed to me afterwards, at Brunſwick, 


above twenty different perſonsof credibility, viz. that Louis XVIII. 


I 


had ſent to Gotha for his field equipage, and that 8 


was making to prepare it. The Marſhal thinks that the King's 
hopes were never better founded, He believes that he will be re- 
called. —You have no idea of the language of the emigrants at 
Brunſwick, There are ſo many, that I am ſure Louis XVIII. 
carries on a correſpondence in France, and that it is neceſſary ta 
watch carefully, 

Auguſt 28,—1 ought to tell you, that the intrigues I ſee car- 
rying on here give me much uneaſineſs; there is not ſufficient at- 
tention paid to them. Many people are led to believe that Louis 
XVIII. has a ſtrong party in the Council of Five Hundred, and 
that he will ſpeedily be recalled through their means. The major 


of Mirabeau's corps, M. Juguier, concerning whom I ſpoke to 


ou about four months ago, and of whom I alſo gave notice to Cail- 


ard, has at length obtained 1 14% I believe they came from 
the manufactory of the Count de Harcourt and Colonel Donn, 


at Bremen, upon which I gave you a note. He is at Paris, and 


has written ſeveral letters to Mad. de Nadaillac here, and alſo to 
the Count d'Eſcars and St. Maixant, in which he draws a picture 
of Paris, of the Directory, and of the Councils, which contri- 
butes very much to elevate the hopes of the emigrants and of the 
prieſts. Nadaillac ſent the letters to Madame Reitze, and they 


were read to the King; they were ſhown to me, and the Abbe 


de —— exhibits them like relics. —This has a great effect upon 
the counter- revolutioniſts, except Haugwitz, who only ſhrugs his 
ſhoulders at them. The Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, to whom a 
copy was ſhown at Pyrmont, ſaid, that it was written by ſome 


raſtally emigrant, who deſerved the baſtinado. It would be well 


if the police at Paris would watch theſe gentlemen who arrive a 
little more cloſely. They are paid by the Engliſh to go and in- 
trigue at Paris. I know that Madame Neſbeth is gone into 
Switzerland to ſeek for perſons to ſend into Paris. She aſked ma 
for addreſſes and deſcriptions for that purpoſe at Pyrmont. B 

the way in which ſhe proceeds, there is money to he made wi 

her, Since the miniſters Caillard and d'Anadice have heard of 
the peace with Portugal, Anadice predicts that the firſt courier 
will bring an account of a 1 with 4 * but from what 
I hear from the Riſhop of Derry, Mrs. Neſbeth, Lord Elgin, 


and others, I entertain no ſuch hopes: I am convinced that the 


Vor. VII. *C negotia- 
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iation is only a farce. Upon that ſubje& I have ſome 

proofs, which I ſhould have wiſhed to communicate verbally to 
you, if they would have ſuffered me to come. \ 

The Engliſh do not want an immediate peace ; —— with 


too much certainty for the ſpeedy diſſolution of the French go- 
vernment, and are making great ſacrifices for that object. | 


„ 2 
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Manifeſto of the Governor of Turin, Sept. 20, 1798. 


Hl Majeſty, deſiring nothing ſo much as the maintenance of 

public peace and Xa gy has taken all the meaſures and 
precautions judged expedient for that purpoſe, and has charged 
us, at the ſame time, to announce, by a manifeſto, to all the 
inhabitants of this capital, its ſuburbs and territory, that they 
muſt poſitively abſtain from all provocation or inſult whatever, 
which might tend to diſturb the public tranquillity ; to invite all 

and faithful citizens not to frequent any of thoſe places 
where they might be expoſed to the like; and particularly, not 
to give ear to the reports which evil-deſigning men, ſome of whom 
abuſe the national cockade, propagate, for the purpoſe of alarm- 
ing the public mind. His Majeſty expects alſo from the loyalty 
of the French government, that it will\contribute to maintain 
and confirm, more and more, the good harmony which ought to 
ſubſiſt between the two allied governments. 


Admiral Morard de Galles to the Citizens compoſing the naval Army. 
| | Breſt, 26 Fructidor {September 12, 17197). 


N tranſmitting to you, upon the 24th, the proclamation of 
the Executive Directory to the citizens of Paris, and, the 
following day, that to all France, I inſpired your republican 
hearts with joy on the aſſurance that liberty had triumphed 
over the ſatellites of royalty, who had flattered themſelves 


with the hopes of Teſtoring your chains. Now, citizens, I. 


take the earlieſt opportunity to acquaint you with the details 
which have officially been tranſmitted to me relative to this 
great event, which will reſtore the republic to all ifs ſplen- 


dour, and give to its children peace and happineſs. Theſe details 


will inform you, that if hitherto the paternal ſolicitude of 
the government has vainly exerted itſelf to meliorate your 
ſituation ; if, in ſpite of its inceſſant application to the legiſ- 
lative body to obtain funds neceſſary for the payment of your 
ſalaries and the comfort of your families, you remained 


naked and deſtitute, it was becauſe the royaliſt conſpirators was 
1 8 in : | & 
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ſat in the legiſlative body had laboured induſtriouſly to dry up the 
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ſources of the public treaſury, in order to diſcourage the repub- 
lican armies by the exceſs of their ſufferings, and to render the 
republic odious. Now, citizens, theſe wretches are under the 
avenging ſword of the laws which they have outraged. They are 
diſabled from conſummating their hotrible conſpiracies; and the 
firſt exertions of the government, after having diſconcerted their 
deſigns, have been directed to the land and naval force, Already 
meaſures have been taken by it for the payment of your arrear, 
and the improvement of your ſituation, Be calm and firm at 
your poſts, as your brethten of the immortal armies have been on 
the news of this memorable event; and be aſſured that your chiefs, 
always emulous to give you the example of patriotiſm and devo- 
tion to the cauſe of liberty, will not loſe ſight of the fucceſs of 
the republicans, in order to make you participate with the whole 
nation in the advantages which this triumph over our enemies 


will procure. 
(Signed) MoranD ps GALLEsS. 


* —_— — 
— 
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Addreſs to General Au umme, Commander in Chief of the Armies of 
the Sambre and the Meuſe, and Rhine and Meſelle, to the Troops 
compoſing thoſe Armies, | | 


Fellow-Soldiers, 


JF Death were to chooſe her own victims, guilt alone would be 
baniſhed from the world; but he ſtrikes without diſtinction an 
Achilles and a Therſites, à hero and the child of vice and of effemi- 
nacy. His ſeythe cuts down indifferently every thing that preſents 
Itſelf to his blow. Vice and virtue, it is all one. Cato, unable 
to ſurvive the liberty of his country, tore out his own bowels, 
and on his ſmoking corpſe, Cæſar reared a throne. Hoche die 
in the flower of his age, and in the height of his glory, an 
Pichegru outlived his crimes. Such are the decrees ct blind 
deſtiny. Soldiers, drop a tear on the bler of the hero, and let a 
cry of indignation anathematiſe the traitor! Long deceived, often 
neglected, ſometimes betrayed, what force of arm, what ſenti- 
ment of glory, what robuſt patriotiſm and courageous conſtancy, 
did you not require to reſiſt at once conſpiracies, ſufferings, in- 
ternal diſguſt, and the efforts of Auſtria from without ? bleſs, 
it is when, with pure intentions and tried republicaniſm, a chief 
is appointed to the command of men like you, that victory is 
rendered ſubject to his will. Penetrated with this truth, m 
fellow - ſoldiere, it is, that I have not heſitated to accept the valt 
charge which the government has impoſed upon me in placing me 
at your head. I know the extent of the charge, and I arg not 
diſmayed; is not this. a ſufficient declaration of the eſteem 
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 Tpiracy no longer ſit in the ſenate, and the cabinet of Vienna no 
longer has auxiliaries in the Luxembourg. The Executive Di- 


"extenſive-in their 


tay) © 
ip which I hold-you ? Soldiers, the chiefs of the royaliſt con · 


ectory, long placed by the conſpirators in the cruel impoſſibility 
of putting a, period to. your ſulferings, is now ſeconded by the 
repreſentatives of the people who remained faithful to the peo» 
ple. The eyes of the government are open to you and to your 
wants. Its power is far from keeping pace with its paternal in- 
tentions. Nevertheleſs, your ſufferings ſhall be mitigated. It is 
In order to accelerate the attainment of. this object that I remain 
at Paris. I ſhall ery ſpeedily follow this addreſs, which I ſend 
F. I ſhall bring funds along with me; clothing and fuel ſhall 
e provided before the rigour of winter. Every part of the ad- 
miniſtration ſhall be purified, and reduced to regularity; and 
henceforth nothing but unforeſeen events can interrupt, and that 
only for a moment, the diſcharge of your pay, and condema you 
to wants which it ſhall be my chief care to abridge. Every mo- 
ment of my life, all my faculties, my whole exiſtence, fellow- 
ſoldiers, ſhall be conſecrated to your ſervice, But, in proportion 
as you ought to expect every thing from my deyotion to your 
cauſe, I am entitled to require from you a diſcipline, not trifli 
in its details, nor degrading, but juſt, ſevere, inflexible, 
completely republican. Patriotiſm and courage are virtues which 
it is eaſy for you to practiſe. If, however, there are men among 
you to whom it is painful to exerciſe them, let thom quit their 
Tanks, let them withdraw. Theſe, enemies of libecty,. ought. to 
pave no ſhare in the glory of her children. Soldiers, let.your 
bravery catch fire from the ſacred love of your country, and let 
the riſe, of your glowing energy ſtrike terror into: E enemies 


beyond the Rhine, and; 18 with diſmay thoſe: whom y 


* 


leave behind that river. The Emperor, it; is ſaid, is railing 


yies, Poor wretches, torn from the plough, and trained | by 
riolence, are coming to ſwell the number of his ſatellites, Vain 
precaution! France, reſtored, to the vigour, of republican inſti. 


| tntions, is at this moment one entire army, of which we are only 


the advanced guard. ; In a word, if our enemies remain obſtis 


nate; if, rejecting ihe pacific offers of our government, they ſtill 


wiſh for blood, hy then let them bo ſatisfied. They. are only fo 
extent b e becauſe we were ſo. generous, and ia 
(tone Sat de, Lene poopie. of Li nt e, 


ers?! 


(Signed). AvaBRBAP. 
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Proclamation of the Executive Directory of the Ciſalpine Republic oft 
| the 14th Sent. 1797. i 
THE Executive Directory, conſidering that it is neceſſary to 

maintain public order againſt the efforts of the diſaffected 
who in the preſent circumſtances endeavour to. deceive: the 
people, in order to re-eſtabliſh the ancient government, or to 
diſ>rganize that which exiſts, ordains;that any perſon who by 
word or deed ſhall endeavour to favour monarchy, the conſtitu- 
tion of 1793, or any other form of government different from 
that which exiſts, ſha!l be conſidered as a diſturber of the public 
peace, and inſtantly puniſhed on the ſpot as ſuch with, de 
agreeably to the law of the 5th of Auguſt laſt, enacted againſt the 
enemies of public tranquillity. x | - 

(Signed) G. G. SALON, Preſident, 


n — *. 


— — 


Buonaparte, Commander in Chief of the Army of Italy, to the Soldiers 
and Citizens of the eighth Military Divifton. © 9 © 

Head Quarters, Paſſeriano, 36 Fructiabr. 

OLDIERS and citizens of the eighth military diviſion, the 

Executive Directory has put you under my military com- 

mand. This taſk, painful to me, will be uſeful to your tranquil 

lity, I know tlie patriotiſm of the people of the ſouthern depart- 

ments. Men, enemies of liberty, have in vain ſought to lead 

you aſtray. I ſhall make the neceſſary diſpoſitions to reſtore to 
your delightful country, happineſs and tranquillity, 

Patriots! republicans! return to your homes: evil to that 
commune which ſhall not protect you: evil tothe-conſtituted body 
which ſhall ſhield crime and aſſaſſination with indulgence'! | 

And you, generals, commanding the places; officers, ſoldiers ; 
you are worthy of your brothers in — Protect the republicans, 
and ſuffer. not the men covered with crimes, who delivered 
Toulon to the Engliſh, which coſt us a long and painful fiege; 
— day burnt ckirteen ſhips of war, to return and give us 
—ůͤĩ · | 2 1 

Municipal adminiſtrators, juſtices- of the peace, act as your 
conſcience. directs. Are you friends of the republic, of the fla- 
tional glory? Are you worthy of boing the magiſtrates of à great 
nation 7 If you ate, execute- the laws with preciſion, and know 
that you ſhall be refponiible for the blood that may flow under your 
eyes. We hall be your friends, if you ate attaclied to the conſti- 
tution and to liberty We ſhall be your enemies, iſ you are only 
the agents of Louis XVIII. and of the cruel plots fomented by fo- 


NT ; (Signed) BvonATA ETZ. 
a Sarech 
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Speech of Buanaparte, Commander in Chief, to his Soldiers, on the 10 


have avowed it; but the people awoke, ſeized the traitors, and 
already they are in irons, You will learn by the proclamation 


\ 
E 


Viendemiaire (22d September). 


E celebrate the iſt Vendemiaire, the epoch the moſt dear to 
Frenchmen : it is a day that will be much celebrated in the 
annals of the world. It is from that day that we date the founda- 
tron of the republic, the organization of a great nation which is 
called by its deftiny to aſtoniſh and conſole the world. 
Soldiers! diſtant from your country, and triumphing for Eu- 
rope; chains have been prepared for you. You know it; you 


from the Executive Directory, the plots of the particular enemies 
of the foldiers, eſpecially the enemies of the diviſions of the army 
of Italy. We honour this preference ! The hatred of traitors, of 
tyrants, and of ſlaves, will be in hiſtory our beſt title io glory and 
immortality | 9 | 
Thanks to the conrage of.the firſt magiftrates of the republic, 
of the armies of the Sambre and Meuſe, and the interior; to the 
triots, to the repreſentatives remaining faithful to the deſtiny,of 
rance ; they have accompliſhed, at one blow, that which for fix 
years we have laboured to give our country. ; Las 
| (Signed) _ BUONAPARTE, 
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Report to the Executive Directory reſpectiug Emi grauis, on the 2 5th 
3 | September 1797. 
Citizens Directors, 


THE law of the 5th September, rendered neceſſary by the de! 
dangers to which the royaliſt conſpirators have expoſed the Hi 


conſtitation and the republic, bears that charaQer of greatneſs We 
and wiſdom which has directed the ſteps of the two powers in the a 
late circumſtances. It was received with tranſport throughout gr 


the republic. The French people conſidered it as a ſolemn pledge dit 
of the virtue of the legiſlative body; and, thanks to that body, hiſ- thi 


tory cannot reproach that remarkable epoch with a ſingle exceſs, of 
The execution of this ſalutary law mult deliver the republic from thi 
its greateſt enemies, emigrants and turbulent prieſts. Its regu- th 
lations are ſimple and humane; it does not require the blood of in 
thoſe men who have only ſignalized their return an the territory of al 
the republic, by troubles, revolt, and aſſaſſinations; it merel of 
expels theſe from a country, to the laws of which they refuſe ve 
to ſubmit. The advantages reſulting from this meaſure are im- Lic 
menſe and ineſtimable ; the znconyeniences are flight and partial. co 
You require to know, citizens directors, what are the exceptions te; 
I wh | which 


„ 


nich it will be poſſible to make to this 15th article of the law. 
ou inform me at the ſame time, that ſome legiſlators have pro- 


»oſed to except from this article the 2 ſet down on the liſt of 
emigrants by the adminiſtrations of other departments than that 


to n which they reſided, and that the Council of Five Hundred has te- 
the erred to you the petitions of two ſoldiers who complain of having 
da. deen unjuſtly ſet down on the liſt, To pals in ſuch caſes an ex- 
1 1s :eption to the law, would be to deſtroy the principal law. There 


are, without doubt, well-founded proteſts againſt the law ; doubt- 
leſs, citizens, there are ſome citizens, ſome public ſunctionaries, 
and even ſome detenders of the country, who are affected by the 
law; but the magiltrates and legiſlators of a great nation catnot 
ſacrifice the intereſt of the whole to that of individuals. It has 
been proved to demonſtration, that the emigrants and rebellious 
prieſts mult be baniſhed the French ſoil, or that the conſtitution 
and the republic muſt be expoſed to the hazards of a civil war, 
and to the calamities to which it gives riſe, It is in vain to urge, 
that to except ſuch and ſuch a claſs of. citizens from the aperations 


ic, of this law, is not to deſtroy it; experience has ſhown, that when 
he once the principle is attacked, intereſt and malice can take ad- 
,of vantage of it, and render the moſt ſevere law void. It was by 


means of ſimilar . that the emigrants were heretofore 
recalled as fugitives trom the lower Rhine, as fugitives from 
Toulon, and as fugitives from the colonies. The moſt conſtitu- 
tional law, citizens directors, is that which drives emigrants 
from the republic. By how many captious arguments, by how 
th many apparently authentic proofs, is it eaſy to deceive on the 
queſtion of emigration ! Have I not lately communicated to you 

the fraud of a great number of emigrants, who, having been able 

. by corruption to ſubſtitute their names in the places of thoſe of the 
he defenders of the country, have demanded to be ſtruck out as ſach ? 


he How. many others, if the propoſed exception were to be adopted, 


ſs would equivocate as to the place of their habitation, and would 
he dude the effect of the law by a thouſand tricks? Every emi+ 
ut grant would by theſe means remain in France. Yes, citizens 
ge directors, I have no heſitation to declare to you, that the ſafety of 
(- the republic depends on the ſtri& execution of the law of the gi 
s. of September. The partizans of royalty, and the accomplices of 
m the late conſpirators, are far from believing themſelves conquered; 
u- they are already, you know, aſſaſſinating the public functionaries 
of in ſeveral of the departments; the important correſpondence which 


of alittle while ago fell into your hands, expoſed to you the vaſt play 
y of deſtruction and death, the bloody execution of which you pre- 
0 vented on the 4th September; and now, when the French na- 


n- tion, in order to put an end to ſo much wickedneſs and crime, is 
l, contented to drive from its boſom its moſt avowed enemics, we ate 
ns teartul of exerciſing this great act of juſtice, becauſe it affects 


che 
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the intereſts of ſome individuals. The moft equitable law is tha 
which produces the leaſt injuſtice. No one better than myſelf, 
citizens directors, can bear teſtimony to your conſtant folicitude 

to diſtinguiſh the innocent from the guilty. I have in every caſe, 

as far as I have been able, exerciſed this ſentiment of juſtice, and 

- every day which has elapſed ſince the law of the 4th September, 
has been marked by the eraſure of a great number of citizens 
whom error or malice had ſet down on the liſt of emigrants. Az 

to the reſt, the legiſlative body may remain tranquil; you have 

in your hands, and you have already made uſe of means which 
have mitigated the rigour of the laws, and which will prevent 

the innocent from heing confounded with the guilty. As tomy- 
felf, I cannot diſſemble, I think the law ought to be fully 

carried into execution; by that you will put an end to thole 

_ conſpiracies, and diſconcert the projects of our external and in- 
ternal enemies, and drive out of the republic thoſe who would 
_ her boſom. To mitigate this law would endanger the con- 
itution ; even to heſitate to maintain it, is a public calamity. 
5 (Signed.) SOTIN. 
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; The Minifter of the Interior de the Commiſſioners of the Dire&ory 
3 in the different central and municipal Adminiſtrations. 


Paris, 24th Fruflider (Sept. 10). 


I. 2 


= — —B ——  — — — 
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Citizens Commiſſioners, 
1 THOUGHT that I ſhould have maintained my correſpond. 
ence with you much longer than I now will do. I hoped that 
I ſhould have continued to avail myſelf of that medium, and of 
the confidence with which you have diſtinguiſhed me, in order 
to reanimate the republican ſpirit. But when I haſtened, upon the 
18th Fructidor, to appriſe you of the events of that day, I did 
not imagine that I ſhould have quitted ſo ſoon the office which I 
held. Obliged to leave it, I am deſirous once more to renew my 
correſpondence with you, before I quit the office of the miniſter 
of the interior for the Director. | 
You now know, citizens commiſſioners, that the Directory was 
ſeconded by the repreſentatives, who have remained faithful to the 
republic. Let us not loſe the fruit of ſuch a glorious triumph. It 
has made no man wear mourning; it has coft no man a tear ; its 
purity is not ſtained with a ſingle drop of blood. May the ex- 
ample of the tranquillity, the order and public ſpirit of the com- 
mune of Paris, be imitated throughout all the departments'! No 
perſon was ſeduced to follow the ſtandard of the royal conſpira- 
tors 2 they imagined they ſhould have had a powerful party, and 
an army: they found themſelves alone, In all that has paſſed 
„ | | . fince 
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fince the 1ſt Prairial, the proofs of treaſon were ſo evident, ſo 
palpable to every eye that was willing to ſee—-the conſpirators 
maintained ſo little reſerve, and boaſted ſo publicly that they were 
ſent to recommence, as they were wont to ſay, the revolution; 
they had ſo openly called their 1ſt of Prairial a new 14th of July, 
that no man can deny their intentions but he who partakes their 
views. It ſeemed almoſt ſuperfluous to add to theſe proofs the 
particular facts that had been collected, and the deciſive docu- 
ments which have been printed. In a word, no doubt remains ; 
and the world will be more ſurpriſed ſtill, when prudence thall 
permit us to fathom the depth of the abyſs into which France was 
about to be plunged by the machinations of the royaliſt conſpira- 
tors. It is poſſible, however, that the latter may find apologiſts 
among the ſycophants of ſlavery. The enemies of the people and 
of the republic will not fail to repeat, with that hypocriſy which 
is peculiar to them, that the conſtitution has been violated, and 
liberty attacked. Perfidious traitors ! they invoked the conſtitu- 
tion only that they might compaſs its deſtruction; they ſpoke of 
liberty, while they laboured to reſtore ſervitude. Ah! if it is ne- 
ceſſary tu reply to their object ions, tell them that hitherto the ge- 
nius of he republic has watched over its deſtinies, and that it is 
ever read, ever armed, to cruſh them to atoms. : 
Republican commiſſioners, repreſent to the people with what 
deſperate art the royaliſt commiſſioners had laboured to ſecuxe the 
ſucceſs of their plots. The ſovereignty of the people was the re- 
ſped able cloak under which they had concealed themſelves, in 
order to tear from the people their rights. It was by uſurping all 
the conſtituted powers that they flattered - themſelves with the 
hope of extinguiſhing all theſe powers. It was by corrupting 
public opinion, by the licentiouſneſs of the preſs, of which they 
made a privilege and an excluſive monopoly for themſelves and 
their friends; it was by letting looſe the vengeance. of the emi- 
grants, and the fanaticiſm of prieſts, the enemies of liberty ; it 
was by daily deſtroying, piece-meal, republican uſages and inſti- 
tutions ; it was by provoking an execrable civil war in the name 
of humanity itſelf, by preaching the murder of all the purchaſers 
of national property in the name of juſtice, by renewing the 
maſſacres of St. Bartholomew's day in the name of the God of | 
peace, that they laboured to reſtore the worſhip and the laws'of 
their fathers, Tell the French people, then, that one day has 
ſufficed to diſconcert all their machinations. Thanks to that for- 
tunate day, we can now breathe, without reſtraint, the air of li- 
erty! We can now pronounce, without fear, the delightful 
name of citizen, the beloved name of the republic, and the ſacred 
name of the conſtitution I We can now talk, without danger, of 
= _ exploits of our warriors, of their virtues and their 
glory | 
Vor. VII. D Te 
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It is well known, that on the evening preceding the 18th 
Fructidor, placards, journals, the hired railers of the royaliſt 


commiſſioners, inſolently bawled abroad the crimes of Buonaparte; 


while, in the tribune, the orators dared to revile the liberty of 
Italy. On the evening preceding that day, they affected to tell 
us of the faction of Orleans, a chimera invented to conceal the 
real faction of the friends of Louis XVIII. You have ſeen whe- 
ther both have not been repreſſed by a juſt proſeription. Above 
all, they affected to tell us inceſſantly of terroriſm and of anarchy, 
in order to divert our attention from a much, more dreadful 
anarchy, and a-much more ſerious terror, which they were de- 
firous to organize. You have ſeen, too, whether, on the 18th 
FruQidor, anarchy and terror have tarniſhed the wiſdom of the 
operations of the legiſlative body, and of tke government. You 
have ſeen, whether, for a moment, 'the idea was entertained of 
again rearing ſcaffolds and baſtiles. It is time to baniſh that odi- 
ous abuſe of words—to carry back men's views, their ſentiments, 
their hopes, to the republican ſyſtem, and its inſtitutions—to re- 
invigorate public ſpirit—to reanimate, in France, patriotiſm, en- 
feebled, attacked, depraved by ſo many infamous arts. 

Till you receive the wiſe meaſures which the executive power 
and the legiſlative body are about to adopt in concert for their ob- 
jects, it belongs to you, citizens commiſſioners, to begin this im- 
portant work. It is your buſineſs to tell Frenchmen, that their 


rights as well as their duties were engraved by nature upon their 


hearts, before they were written on the table of the laws. Na- 
ture, before the conſtitution, ſaid to man, “ Be juſt, if you wiſh 
to deſerve freedom; be virtuous, if you wiſh to preſerve li- 
berty ; adore your country, if you wiſh to be protected by its 
laws.“ Such is the only * which the government ſpeaks 
to the French people. You will receive from the Executive Di- 
rectory the proclamation which has been addreſſed to the French 
nation, to repreſent to them, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
the neceſſity of an unanimous and petmanent return to republican 


uſages. You cannot too much inſiſt upon the truths contained in 


this proclamation ; you cannot diffuſe them too widely; and en- 
grave them upon your own hearts, in order to impreſs them upon 
thoſe over whom your juriſdiction, extends. 

You have remarked, doubtleſs, that perfidious combination, 
that ſyſtem, purſued with a conſtancy truly invincible, by which 
the conſpirators had almoſt inſenſibly moulded the manners, the 
habits, the inſtitutions of democracy, to ariſtocratic, ſacerdotal, 
and royal forms. In a republic, men almoſt were prohibited to 
be republicans. T he glorious title of citizen, which is not fully 
known, which is not uſed but by free nations, had become the 
object of contempt and inſult. The language of the conſpirators 
was the language of ſlaves. The names of patriot and friend of 
| | the 
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the government were, in their jargon, the ſhameful ſynonimey of 
villain and aſſaſſin. To love the conſtitution, was to incur 
the reproach. of brigand. Our patriotic airs, thoſe immortal 
hymns which ſo often have led our defenders to victory; thoſe 
republican ſongs, which electriſied the heart in the firſt enthuſi- 
alm of our revolution; thoſe airs of liberty were, in the ears of 
the partiſans of kings, only cries of pillage, and the founds of 
murder! Thoſe whom we once heard ſcoff at Heaven, and ridi- 
cule prieſts, were now become apoſtles! What do I ſay ? Thoſe 
who ſported with morality, with virtue, with religion, affecting 


le. their language, reproached the French with the want of virtue 
th of religion, of morality ; becauſe the French no longer looked 
he with reſpe on the virtue of ſlaves, on the morality of courts, and 
on the religion of murderers and executioners. * | 
of Citizens, let us ſtrenuoaſly urge the French to reſume more 


than ever their Yepublican diſpoſition. Let us prove to the wretches 
who have ridiculed our laws, dictated by philofophy, that we 
have not ſtudied in vain the leſſons of experience; that we have 


wh traverſed the ages that have been contained in the interval between 
the year 1789 and 1797, to expoſe ourſelves anew to thoſe re- 
er actions which perpetuate the torment of revolutions, and the ex- 
b- ceſſes of anarchy which diſſolve the ſocial body. Such has ever 
N- been the aim of our perfidious enemies. At every period they 
Ir have aſſumed every form; and provoked every exceſs, in'order to 
I decry and diſhonour liberty. They laboured to diſgrace the revo- 
a- lution with horrors, in order to accuſe it of the calamities of 
ſh which they themſelves were the authors and the accomplices. 
i- Preſerve the French people from falling again into that horrible 
ts ſnare. Let them repoſe upon the vigour of the government. In- 
ks dependently of the means it poſleſſes, its principle will confiſt in 
1 the tranquillity of the people, in their obedience to the laws, in 
h their inviolable reſpect for their fundamental charter. Liberty 
8, conſiſts in the execution of thoſe laws which a people have inſti- 
n tuted for themſelves. Such is the ſtandard of freedom, the inex- 
in hauſtible ſource of pure republican ſpirit. 
le That ſpirit of light and life which the love of the republic dif- 
n fuſes in the hearts into which it penetrates, has been unfortu- 
nately miſconceived and diſhonoured : it is eſſential that it ſhould 
* be beloved; and to cauſe it to be beloved, it is neceſſary that it; 
h ſhould be better known. It is by inſtruction, by ſentiment, by 
e whatever can ſtrike the imagination, the ſenſes, and the heart, 
„ that the ſucceſs of the ſacred cauſe which has juſt triumphed muſt 
0 be completed. You will therefore ſay to the journaliſts “ Po- 
y litical writers, if your hearts be inflamed with the- fire of pa- 
e triotiſm, you will cauſe it to rekindle in your productions; and 


s in your uſeful cenſures, in your leſſons and counſels, you will 
f add decency to the noble 3 which ought to inſpire — 
e 2 | wi 


— — 


— — — 
— = _ 
— — 


The 


=== —— — — —— = 


[ 
0 
; 
16 
i 
| 
. 
þ 


"_ 
— * ——— 


as 


—ů — 


— — — 
= ECICX” oct 


— 
EZ ja 
py 

— > 
—— — — 
— — 


— 
_— 


— — +. WIE —— 1 1 
" >= 


EW) 
with zeal for the public good: leave to the libelliſts ſpleen and 
impoſture : cauſe the laws to be beloved; and you will thus 
enhance the value of your efforts and courage, inſtead of plung- 
ing yourſelves in the mire of guilt and calumny.” You will ſay 
to men of letters and dramatic writers—* Children of genus and 
the arts, conſider that, under deſpotiſm, Corneille, Moſiere, and 
Voltaire, dared to attack the deſpots, the Mahomets and the 
Tartuffes. What would they not have done, had they writ- 
ten for liberty? Venture, then, to tread in their ſteps ; repro- 
duce on your ſtages republican traits and the heroical virtues, 
which it is no longer neceſſary to ſeek in the annals of hiſtory, 
Deſcribe the foll; » and unmaſk the knavery, of our new 
apoſtles, of our modern converts, of the perfidious ſlanderers of 
our liberty, and of our falſe friends. The public morals may, 
in your hands, become a magiſtracy > empluy them for the ge- 
neral good of the ſtate ; and let your talents concur in propa- 
gating the republican ſpirit in France,” | 
Recall, more eſpecially, recall to our national feſlivals, thoſe 
who are urged to keep away from them. Thoſe who dreaded 
their influence, turned them into deriſion; but it is a fact, that 
the people were never preſent at them without a pleaſing emotion, 
It is not the expenſe of them which conſtitutes their merit; bril- 
liant by the eclat which the love of the country ſupplies at a ſmall 
EN 4 4 theſe feſtivals ought to aſſemble all its ſincere friends; 
and it is impoſſible that ſo affecting a ſpectacle ſhould not inſpire 
every heart with that republican ſpirit which the conſpirators may 
for a moment have repreſſed, but which they have not deſtroyed, 
Repeat to all the French, that the events of the 18th Fructidor 
have reſtored to them the republic ; that they ought, in their turn, 
to reſtore to it the republicans ; that they ſhould pique themſelves 
at being ſo, both in their private and public life, as well in the 
midſt of their families as in the relations of ſociety, It is by mo- 
deration, by wiſdom, and by found ideas of liberty, equality, 
and 1 that the triumph of true principles may be eſta- 
bliſhed. The firſt authorities — furniſhed them a high ex- 
7 of what is inſpired by courage, by the love of the country, 
and by a zeal for the public good. Let each citizen imitate this 


example! The French name will be the pride and glory of the 


nation; and its power, cemented by the union of the wills of all, 
will at length ſnatch the laſt hape from thoſe obſtinate enemies, 


who, having found it to be invincible without, reckoned entirely, 


in their aim at ſubjugating it, on the diſturbances within. You 
will perceive, citizens, that the conſpirators promiſed them that 
the country, torn in pieces by its own hands, could no longar re- 


| fiſt them, nor preſerve from their touch its ſcattered fragments. 


This was the greateſt of their crimes : in ſpeaking to you of peace, 
they invited war; but the monſters are removed, W 
| 5 We 
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We will now think of nothing but returning thanks to the ge- 
vius of the republic; and we will lighten up the ſacred fire, the 
holy love of the country, the national ſpirit, which they have en- 
deavonred to extinguiſh, This is the laſt wiſh which the miniſter 
addreſſes to you; it is the ſame ſentiment which is about to regu- 
late iu him the conduct of the director. 2.5% 42 

Health and fraternity ! 921. 
(Signed). FrAngolts DE NEUFCHATEAU, 
| Miniſter of the Interior. 


— 
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Letter addreſſed, in the Name of the Helvetic Body, to the Miniſter 
for Foreign Affairs of the Ciſalpine Republic. | 
Citizen, | 2 
THE diſpatch, dated the 18th of July laſt, which you ad- 
dreſſed to the diet aſſembled at Frankenfeld, reached it about 
the end of that month. This is the only reaſon why your obliging 
letter has not been ſooner anſwered, and that thanks have- not 
been returned for the official notifications of the eſtabliſhment of 
the Ciſalpine republic, and the organization of its government, 

It was highly agreeable to us to receive, through you, a[- 
ſurances of the amiable diſpoſition which the Ciſalpine republic is 
pleaſed to manifeſt towards our confederation, We have always 
endeavoured to preſerve the greateſt harmony with the ſtates - 
which ſurround us. It will therefore afford us the greateſt ſa- 
tisfaction to enter into a friendly correſpondence with that re- 
public, and to promote the advantage of both ſtates, by purſuing 
= ſame line of conduct which we have hitherto invariably 
Ml. a ä x 

We entreat you to aſſure the Executive Directory of the ſince- 
rity of theſe ſentiments, of our zeal to prove that ſincerity upon 
all occaſions, and of our ardent wiſhes for the proſperity of the 
Ciſalpine republic. We hope alſo, on your own part, that you 
will remain convinced of the particular conſideration we entertain 
for you, and with which we are, &c. &c. | 

(Signed) Ludo, 
Landman of the Thirteen Cantons. 


Done in the name, and ſealed with the ſtate ſeal of the conſe- 
deration, at Zurich, September 13, 1797- 


Paſtiral 
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Paſtoral Letter from the Archbiſhop of Mechlin, to the Commiſſioner 

of the Executive Directory with the Adminiſtration of the Canton, 
| Citizen Commiſſioner, ll 
| TH Catholic, Apoſtolic, and Roman religion, which I pro- 
feſs from my heart, and of which I am one of the prinejpal 
paſtors, poſitively prohibits me from taking an oath ot hatred, 
whether it relates to the perſon of a king, or to royalty itſelf. In 
the firſt inſtance, we ought to love our neighbour, even though 
we ſuffer injuries ;—in the ſecond, royalty being good in itſelf, 
and of divine inſtitution, it cagnot be an object of hatred ; which 
hatred is not permitted to one or the other, without renouncing 
the principles of Chriſtianity; much leſs to call God to be the 
witneſs to an action, the perpetration of which is forbidden under 
pain of eternal puniſhment. The impoſſibility in which we now 
find ourſelves of fulfilling what is required of us, ſbould by no 
means rencer our fidelity ſuſpected ; tor I flatter myſelf that you 
have ſufficient grounds for inturming the government, that nei- 
ther myſelt nor any of my clergy would make any ſcruple againſt 
promiſing to the republic, and if neceſſary, under an oath, neves 
to co-operate, either directly or indirectly, in the re-eftabliſhment 
of monarchy in France; and that the ſaid government may be 
perfeQly aſſured that they ſhall never have cauſe to puniſh any. in- 
tractions in the priefts, for acting in oppoſition to their views, 
except when the laws of the conſtitution ſhall be irreconcilable 
with the laws of God and the precepts of the goſpel. For what 
remains, we have given, and ſhall continue to give, evident 
proofs of our ſubmiſſion to the powers to which Divine Providence 
| has ſubjected us; and the Belgian clergy have hitherto certainly 
conducted themſelves in ſuch a manner, in the patient ſufferance of 
the lols of all their effects, that it is ſcarcely poſſible to find any 

ſubject of complaint againſt them. | ; 
Health and fraternity. l 
(L. S.) Jean HZNAI FRANKENBURG, 
Archbiſhop of Mechlin. 
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Proclamation of the Executive Directory to the F rench People, That 
the French Armies be complete and ready to march on the 15th 
V endemuaire next, Cel. 6. | | 


Citizens, 6 | Fourth complementary Day, 5th Year. 

T HE 18th Fructidor has reduced to ſilence the orators of Lon- 
don, who held their fittings in Paris. > 
Since that memorable day, the Engliſh ambaſſador, urged to 

| explain 


Gy 
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explain himſelf in a poſitive manner as to the firſt object of his 
miſſion, has returned to England. 

On her fide, Auſtria ſuffers herſelf to be governed by the ca- 
binet of St. James's, which is inceſſantly bartering for the diviſion 
of Europe, and the commotions of the continent, The Emperor 
himſelf acts in contradiction to the wiſhes of his ſtates, and thoſe 
of his heart : he reſiſts the need his people have of peace, and gives 
himſelf up excluſively to preparations for war. | 

His armaments warn us of what we have to do for ourſelves. 

It it be intended to take advantage of that generous confidence 
which led us to ſubſcribe to the preliminary articles of Leoben 
if, with peace ever in their mouths, our enemies breathe nothing 
but war—the French nation, which ſpeak$ of war only becauſe it 
wiſhes for peace, muſt, prepare itſelt to preſerve its dignity ; and 
the valour of its armies mult reſume its advantages, | 

It, above all things, behoves us fully to convince the enemy, 
that there now no longer remains in France but one ſingle party, 
one ſentiment, one intereſt—that of the ſovereign people, who 
are ſenſible of their grandeur, and will preſerve their liberties. 

The Executive Directory conſults only theſe motives. '- 

The conſtitutional law authorizes it to provide for the ſafety of 
the ſtate, It feels a ſatisfaction in making — judges of the rea- 
ſons which determine it to make uſe of that ſacred right. 

Your enemy, who could not reſiſt your courage, thought to 
vanquiſh you by craft. He deceived you by the parade of his ne- 
gotiations. Had he ſincerely wiſhed for what he appeared to 
ſeek, peace would have been concluded, The Executive Direc- 
tory had been eager to ſtop the career of the French armies. It 
yielded ſincerely to the hope of conciliation which was made to 
glitter before its eyes; and it exulted in idea at the means which 
!t was going to have in its power of rendering liberty dear, and of 
procuring France as much happineſs in peace, as ſhe had acquired 
glory in war, | | 

But, after having obtained that interruption to the courſe f 
our victories, what was the intention? To gain time; to foment 
among you inteſtine diviſions; to take advantage of their effects, 
to make Frenchmen maſſacre one another, until the proper mo- 
ment ſhould arrive when they might fall upon the wrecks, and di- 
vide among themſelves the bleeding parts of a thus divided coun- 
try, and blot out France from the liſt of nations ! Republican 
trankneſs could not fuſpe& this ſnare of the politics of courts ; but 
you have ſeen, citizens, whether this plan has been faithfully 
followed. Your public officers compoſed for the greater part the 
auxiliary army which fought in the midſt of you for your moſt 
cruel enemies. They had called for hordes of thoſe barbarous 
emigrants, eager 10 tear the boſom of their country, and thoſe fa- 
natie prieſts, ſkilled in blowing about every where the murderous 

| zeal 


- 
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zeal of homicidal piety. The national tribune no longer re- 
ſounded but with the voice of the deputies of Auſtria and England 
calumniating your defenders, inſulting your generals, buſy in 

alſying your gevernment, and reducing it by degrees ta that ab. 


lute ſtate of infignificance which correſponded ſo well' with 
their royal inſtructions, and the wiſhes of their employers. 
At length the veil is torn off: the partiſans of foreigners are 
no longer the organs of the national will: the helm of the re. 
public is in republican hands, and the people of France/ have 
French repreſentatives. | e 
Citizens, in theſe circumſtances, what part ought your ma. 
iſtrates to take? Animated with the ſincere defire of giving to 
rance a ſolid and laſting E worthy of the republic, ſuitable 
to its intereſts, and conſiſtent with its engagements, in what 
manner ought they now to repreſs che inſolence, and elude the 
frauds of the cabinet of London? How ought they to act, to 
compel the cabinet of Vienna to remain no longer indeciſive, 
and to deliver Auſtria itſelf from the Engliſh influence, the only 
real obſtacle to the peace of Europe ? | 
There is but one courſe to be taken. Since your enemies, 
while they feigned to negotiate, preſerved themſelves in a hoſtile 
poſture, their example compels you to reſume your arms, and at 
once abſolves you from the blame of all the calamities which 
muſt be, to their countries, the inevitable conſequence of the 
rupture of the truce. a 
If war be a ſcourge which cannot be ſufficiently deteſted, but 
the horror of | which falls upon its authors; if humanity revolt 
againſt thoſe who ſhed blood, who deſtroy cities, and lay waſte 
provinces, without any neceſſity ; if the authors of an iniquitous 
war be reſponſible for the death of the (lain, for the burning of 
habitations, for the deſtruction of commerce, and fur all the 
diforders and crimes which men in arms commit; if thoſe who 
unreaſonably nouriſh the fury of war be ferocious monſters, un- 
worthy of the name of men, and not only the enemies of the 
countries through which they fpread devaſtation, but of all the 
human race: you, who have been forced to combat, during fix years, 
for your independence! you, whom perfidious politicians have 
endeavoured to make the victims of civil war! you who, con- 
quering and * — have reſted your arms, to propoſe and to 
liſten to terms of peace! you have not 1o fear the imprecations, 
the anathemas, which nature and juſtice will direct againſt yout 
enemies! Compelſed to return to the ſanguinary conteſt from 
which you had withdrawn, you can declare your intentions before 
all the world, and take Heaven to witneſs that the cauſe you de- 
fend is juſt. , X 
Reſume then your arms, citizens, withont ceaſing to defire 
peace. Your government perſeveres in offering conditions which 
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are reaſonable 3 the watlike countenance are gel 
again to aſſume will be ſuiicient to make theſe — — 
ceded to; but if they -de-nifuled, you will-maintain the e 
and the laws of the republic. 

In the name of. the nation, to. fulfil its will,. to FE its 
rights, to. preſerve. its glory, tho executive poor recalls to their 
ſtandards all the defenders of the country who are not at theig 
poſts, from whatever cauſe they may bo abſont..  * 

The- Executive, Nlrectory, therefore, require their — 
fioners in the departments to cauſe to be executed without de- 
lay, and without exception, the Jaws of the 4th Frimaire and 4th 
Nivoſe, of: the 4th year, the decree of the 4th Ventoſe, and 


other ſubſ>quent- decrees; and to make al} the of every do- 
ſcription, and all perſons belonging to the requiſitions, who may 
be found in their departmonts, Join the armies y the 1 5h Vende- 


miaire (October ). 
Frenchmen ! it is —2 your armies: bo completed 

that period, that they be ready to march, and that their — 

and torrible attitude command: that 8 

have, fix months , been the fruit of their 
The: Ex decree, that this on ſhall 


coutive 
be printed, ſolemnl "publiſhes, and poſted up in al che com» 
munes of the — £ under the direction of —— 
of the centrab and dopartmental adminiſtrations; and that the mi» 
niſter at war ſhall take | meaſure. fos.its prompt and effoctual 
execution, an account of 05 ſhall render i in e de an 


amm q 
(Signed) 


L M. Ravens ues Les. 
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Lou remember what has been the policy of the Engliſh goverm 
ment ſince the commencement of the revolution: it was it that 
by artifice and manceuvre ſet on foot the coalition of the kings of 
urope againſt a nation which wiſhed ta enjoy liberty, and which, 
excluſively occupied in {its own regeneration, had ſolemnly de- 
_ that it would not- interfere with the government of any 
eg. $07 bu ute viingy e d nas. ft: Ps, e004 
It was the Engliſh povernment- that ſowed in France the, ſeeds 
aof trouble, miſtruſt, diſſenſion; which laviſhed gold to divide the 
firſt authorities, and to diſgrace, by its exceſs, our moſt. noble 


inſtauiiens. n | HH „ bes ee tft 1101278 b 
Valtl is the Engliſh government which, in deſpite of the-rights 
of men attempted to tuin our finances by the introduction ol 
falſe aſſignats, aud by the adulte ration of the coin. wy 
It is he Kngliſh government which, havi poſſeſſion 
the port of Toulon, not by force, but by the Baſe treachery, 
thre w into dungeans, or cauſed to be aſſaſſinated, brethren 
in arms · faithful to; their country. It was the Engiith who, force 
to. fly ſbamefully,: carried flames into the magazines, the veſſels, 
and the habitations of the citizens, in the hope of converting 
into an heap of cinders this bulwark of the republic in the Me- 
diterran ea. it baute 1 * „ ri 
It is the Engliſh government that lighted up the torches of civil 
war in La Vendée, in the departments of the Weſt, at Lyons, 
and in the South. It was it that drew tagether, under the banners 
of fanaticiſm and ariſtocracy, credulous men deluded by traitors, 
who had ſold themſelves to that government. It is it, that for 
the ſpace of four years has — fanned that conſuming 
fire, little caring whether it was proſperous or unſucceſsful, pro» 
vided the blood of Frenchmen flowed. © 805 
It is the Engliſh government that has vomited upon our coaſis 
the refugees who wiſhed to tear the boſom of their country, in 
order to ſubject us again to the yoke of deſpotiſm. It is that 
which, by every kind of ſeduction, introduced all the royaliſts 
who —— counter- revolution, and whoſe infamous pro- 
jedts were defeated by the glorious day of the 18th. Fructipe 
(September 4) 1 8 % 1 4 17109 
lt is that government, in fine it is that alone, which prolong 
the. troubles that ſtill agitate ſeveral countries of the world, and 
endeavours to- deceive Europe by falſe demonſtrations, and an ap- 
parent deſire of peace. 5 8713 ta 1 
Sailors, the moſt brilliant career now opens before yau : ſoon 
will che army of England be aſſembled on the ocean: you go to 
mingle with the conquerors of Fleurus and Arcola; the hero of 
Italy, all thoſe brave men who have extended the limits of the 
republic, ſhall be in your ranks, in your veſſels, —_— pte- 
IT 3 | . ,  Jance 
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ſence alone ſhall make the enemies tremble, who*ſhall: not tong 
have any barrier to oppoſe to you. | 19s 01 BY 
Adminiſtrators, à grand taſk is impoſed upon you: the 
works muſt receive a new impulſe ; activity is about to reign 
in the arſenals; and the genius of liberty, which has created the 
French armies, which has produced ſo many prodigies, which 
has triumphed over ſo many obſtacles, will prefide over the re- 
ſtoration of the navy. Felicitate yourſelves in your co-operation 
in ſo important a labour; and let the love of the country, that 
energetic ſentiment which, ander royalty, 'is no more than a vain 
word, which exiſts only in republics, redouble your zeal and 
your efforts. e 0000 UMTS Ny eee ae 
All you, citizens, to whom the Executive Directory confides 
the deareſt intereſts of, the republic, depend upon its paternal 
ſolicitude; the end of your privation is at hand; your wants and 
thoſe of your families ſhall be provided for, and you ſhall have 
no longer to ſtruggle againſt that penury which has ſo long af. 
flited you, without diminiſhing your courage. Second the ent 
deavouis of the government; remember the cauſe which you are 
to defend, and will defend it: be all united in the ſame 
ſentiment ; let the ſame Wiſh exiſt in every heart which ſhould be 
pronounced from every mouth, . Periſh the Engliſh government 1 
Live the republir l 3 n "352451014 Ot un 519.1 5074 
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Mete preſented from the Ambaſſador of the Otthman Porte, reſpectiag 
the ; arent of Dalmatia and 775 by the Imperial Troops. 
Citizen Directors, a | 4 44 Th ? > £ BR s 5 
THE unexpected occupancy by the Auſtrian troops, of Iſtria 
and Dalmatia, the re circulated that his Imperial Ma» 
jeſty propoſes-to maintain himſelf-in the poſſeſſion of theſe pros 
vinces, wilt not ſuffer the Ottoman Porte to remain indifferent as 
to the future ſtate of à country ſo near to its domipions, and 
belonging to an ancient republic, its faithful friend and ally. The 
ambaſſador of thei Ottoman Porte finds himſelf obliged to explain 
to the Directory his iſentiments,on an object which the intereſts 
of his court, and the frigpdſhip ſubſiſting between it and the 
French republic, require tobe taken into ſeriaus conſideration, 
The ambaſſatior is far. from believing, that the above-mentioned 
occupancy. could have been made by the ſilent or explicit conſent 
of the general in chief Buonaparte.; and he is firmly. perſuaded, 
that that illuſtrious general muſt have ſeen with diſpleaſure a 
proceeding ſo arbitrary, and ſo contrary to the intareſts of the 
Ouoman Porte, as well -as 7 thoſe of the mann 
e! et att Th mie ls „ | * : 
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the influence of its ſovereign. on the powers 


64% 
whoſe name he commands the armies of Italy. The ambaſladoy 
knew how to appreciate as highly as he ought the loyalty of the 
French nation. He knows that, conſtant to, the principles of 
real friendſhip, it could not fail to remark the firmneſs which 
the Porte has ſhown, ſince the firſt moments of the political 6 
generation of France, to remain its . and how much 

| of Barbary has con- 
tributed towards proviſioning the French ſouthern provinces 
in 'circumſiances the moſt critical. The French nation is tao 
dear to its heart for it to believe, that in the moment of  negoti- 
| dition for peace, and when it is about to reſtore. tranquillity to 
Europe, the French government would conſent that the above 
provinces ſhould remain under the-power of Auſtria, The am- 
baſſador cannot think bat the Executive Directory will emplay 
all means, and even the force of arms, to oblige the Emperot u 
relinquiſh them. „„ 3 ; Wt 
The ties of ſtrict amity and alliance which unite the Ottoman 
Porte to the French nation, requite that the Directory ſhould 
uſe all its efforts to that effect. This affair is of ſuoh Importance, 
that the uemoſt precautions ate neceſſary'to prevent the grievous 
conſequences that might reſak from the contrary. It 48 a com- 
mon intereſt. If Iſtria and Dalmatia be granted to the Eape- 
ror, there can be no doubt but, become mafter of 4hoſe naval 
forces which belonged to a peaceful republic, he will rife to the 
rank of 2 maritime power, and acquire means terrible and 
fectly diſaſtrous to the Ottoman empire. This alliance with 
Py and -England, whoſe known deſtyas are to drive the Sublia 
orte, if poſſible, . from the European provinces, will acquire 4 
ſtrength to which it will not be eaſy to oppoſe ſufficient obſia- 
cles. The Black Sea will be open to therRulſfian lets, and the 
Adriatic Sea'to'thofe of the Emperor. kf he-remains'malter of 
Dalmatia, to which will necefſarity be united the d public bf 
Raguſa and Albutiia, Boſnia will be entirely 'ancoveretl;,and muſt 
eld to the firſt ſhock, becauſe it is Meftirute of fortrefſes, and 
ould be ſurrounded every where, but on the euſt, by the Ruſ- 
trian countries. Epirus, Macedonia, untl the other vαπνEiies 
far as the Morea, would run the fame riſk. The dommeroe 0 
the French would be annihilnted in the |Lovant, ſince the pro- 
auctions and merchandiſes of Hungary, Datriatia, and Germany, 
ebuld de more eafrly und ſpeedihy embarhetd und conveyed, — 
ſhorter paſſapo, thun thoſe coming from the Mcditbrra 
This ſhort ex poſſtion will no doubt offer umple matrriuls for un 
reflect ions of e Pirectory, and it will have no- difficulty to bon 
vince itſelf, that iherglory andi intereſts of France [require them 
to take deelſtve anll efficacious meaſures, The French republic 
will Thow etlſe fame Inyalty ahd conancy wat eit has alwaps: done 
GwWarts its ally the Grand Seignior. Firm in its ſentiments, 1 
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ill not ſuffer itſelf to be the cauſe of injury to a ſtate, which, 
on all occaſions, and in moments of the greatelt embarraſſment, 
w how to reſiſt the intrigues and inſinuations of its enemies, 
he ambaſſador, fully convinced that ſuch are the femtiments 
hich guide the Executive DireQery, expects ſhortly 40 fee the 
appy effects of them : it will be to him the higheſt ſatiafaRion 
o be able to tranſmit to the Sublime Porte aſſurances to that 
purpoſe, | | | 14 
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— Citizens, 7 ty | 3 
| HE proclamation of the fourth complete ntary day, the 6fth 
"my T 2 for its object to put the French armies in condi- 


tion to march on the 15th Vendemiaire. TERS 
The defenders of 9 have heurd the hog of the, Exe- 
cutive Directory; on all they rejoined t reſpeQiive ar- 
mies, wry the miniſter of war has given in on this head the 
moſt ſatisfaQory accounts. By this generous ardour, by this en- 
gerneſs to maintain liberty, we have recogniſed the man of 
France. | STA 
Their warlike countenance has already overthrown the ohſtatie 
which the cabinet of St. James's fo long oppoſed to the concluſion 
of peace with the Emperor. At the ſight of your attitude, Avul- 
tria returned to her real intereſts, and on the 'e6th of laſt Vende- 
miaire the treaty, ſuſpended for more than ſix months, was ſigned 
at San Formio, neur Udina, _ n the —— 
parte, plenipotentiary of the French republic, end four;pleni 
tentiaries of * Emperor, King of Hungary and Bohemia. You 
will learn with pleaſure, that Teveral millions of men are reftored 
to liberty, and that the French nation is the benefaQreſs of the 
people. 88 ö 
Vet this is not all. To ſettle the peace of the Em 
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us WY gels is to be aſſembled. Cixens, every thing — that 

of will in a lite White gather the fruit af fo Any * 65. 

ro- Wl peace of the continent will ſoon be fed atpon oternul buſes, = 

ny, It only remains for you to puniſh the perfidy of that cabinet bf 
4% London, which M 'blinds eonrts/in ſuch a mer ws to 

an. them che flaves ef her maritime tyruhmy, and which deneves tn 

the BJ Evglith themfelves, by extorting rem them the mum of - 


i» longing upon the ocean the calamities of wur, he effuſion M 
ts boman blood, che deftrad ieh of commerce, will ull the horrors 
tic WJ 'Þat it (trades in and pays, but which maſt cm fall alen 
me ber. It is at London that he eri of Euren ue fabricated : 
„is there that we wat put an vnd e them. 6 
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Citizens, under theſe circumſtances, you ſee near at hand the 
period of thoſe military efforts which the government expect ſtil 
from French valòur; but until the near approach of that moment 
in which this object may be fulfilled, take care not to lay down 
the arms which render you ſo terrible to the enemies of your in. 
dependence; take care not to liſten to the perfidious machinations 
of thoſe who would render the effects of your triumphs null. 
They will repeat to you, that peace being made, you ought to 
haſten to return to your homes. Yes, without doubt the Direc- 
tory have juſt ſigned for you a peace; but to enjoy its bleſſings 
we muſt complete our work, enſure the execution of the treaty 
concluded between France and the Emperor, decide ſpeedily thoſe 
to be concluded with the Empire, crown at length your exploits 
by an invaſion of that iſland, whither your anceſtors carried ſſaverj 
under William the Conqueror, and bring back thither, on. the 
contrary, the genius of liberty, which muſt land there at the 
ſame time with the French. . 
Citizens, be aſſured that the government deſire to accelerate 
the happy moment, in which, in concert with the legiſlative body, 
they ſhall be able to reduce the armies to a peace eſtabliſhment, 
reward the heroes who compoſe them; and, after having conſe- 
crated their valour by monuments and fetes worthy of their tri- 
umphs, circulate throughoat all their cantons the true republican 
fi irit, with which the armies bave been conſtantly animated, by 
— back to their homes all ſuch of the defenders as ſhall have 
2 right to return to them. ta i: iq 
But you ſhall judge of it yourſelves the hour is not come 
yet a few moments more, and the French republic, triumphant, 
confirmed, and.every where recogniſed, ſhall enjoy the repoſs 
which ſhe will procure for the world. e 9 
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= Decree of the Executive Directory, 5th Brumaire (26th October) 
F the bth Tear. | | 
"= Executive Directory reſolves as follows: 
1 1. There ſhall, be aſſembled, without delay, upon the coaſts 
of the ocean, an army, which ſhall take the name of the, Army 
of :Maighnds: wo bin SH e e ne n 1 
2. Citizen general Buonaparte is appointed general in chief of 
that. army. It ſhall be proviſionally, commanded, by citizen 
Deſaix, general of diviſion, who, ſor that purpoſe, ſhall, imme: 
diately repair to Rennes. 1 „ e 
203. The miniſter ol war is charged with the. execution of the 
preſent arret, which ſhall, be inſerted: in the Bulletin des Lois. 
„( 8igned) REVIILIIIZRE LEpaus, Preſident. 
A LAgARDE, Sec. Cen. 
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C ip 


ubance of the Speech of Citizen Monge on preſenting the Treaty 
N dj 7 4 mperor and rin N of + 1 De 


ment | x zpublic to the Di- 
low. rectory, on the 10th Brumaire 43 Ottober).. 3 | 5 
_ O have not yet arrived, Citizens Directors, at the conclu» 
iom 


ſion of your labours. A new career, perhaps ſtill more 


null, plorious, opens to your vier. 

Nt to The liberty of Greece was unable to reſiſt the treaſures of the 
rec- ¶ Ning of a petty nation, ſcarcely emerged from her baſeneſs. The 
ling cans of corruption poſſeſſed by the tyrants of India are much 
enn ore extenſive than thoſe of the King of Macedon. For a much; 
re onger period has the government of England ſucceſsfully em- 
ö 


ployed that inſtrument which has ſo much diſgraced it; and what- 
ver be our virtues, it would be preſumptuous to believe that, we 
e leſs corruptible than the citizens of Sparta or Athens. _ The 
ingliſh government and the French republic cannot therefore. exiſt te- 
uber! 1110 | 1 anden 8 , £1499. 51907 
You have ſpoken, and already our terrible brigades begin to 
drandiſh their victorious ſwords, and Scipio is at their dy 264 
Did I poſſeſs in my country that authority. with which his ſig - 
al patriotic ſervices and brilliant virtues, inveſted Cato at Rume, 


= I ſnould, notwithſtanding, ſay to the firſt magiſtrates of the re- 
public— 3 | i \, | T1598 % 
+6 < Deſtroy a government which has corrupted the morals of the 


hole world; but preſerve a people to whom Europe is indebted 
or a — part of its knowledge. ü eds 

% Do not oppreſs a people who have given Newtog to the, 
orld —a people reſpectable for their perhaps unparalleled patri- 
dtiſm, and worthy of a better government. Elevate the govern» 
ment to the dignity of. the people: perfect that liberty which 
hey idolize, and re ſtore them to the free exerciſe of their. natural 
ittues. Let the Engliſh nation continue to exiſt with glory 
Let it be the rival of the French nation; but let the emulation of 
he two countries be to contribute to the progreſs of knowledge, 
and to the perfection of the human mind; and may there be no 
ther rivalſhip between us than for the happineſs of the world? 


Speech of Citizen Reveilliere Lepaux, Preſident of the Direftory, tw 
"Citizens Berthier and Monge. F. 
GLORIOUS for the republic are thoſe days whereon the cry, 
ff victory inceſſantly reſounds in this hall. Delightful is that 
oment when the voice of peace is heard, particularly when it is. 
ucceeded by conſequences equally beneficial and brilliant. What 
2 concatenation of marvellous events have occurred ſince the pe- | 
iod when reaſon firſt called us to declare our independence, _ : 
he moment when peace is about to fix its ſcal to the . 
: | : + owerfd 
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Powesful genius of liberty, it is thou alone who, canſt bring to 
light ſuch unheard-of events, ſuch heroic deeds, and ſuch extn- 
ordinary heroes. Thou alone canſt create, as by enchantment, 
ſo many philoſophers, orators, legiſlators, ſtateſmen, warrior: 
men of univerſal genius, triumphant armies, an army of Italy, ; 
Buonaparie Jappy France, forget paſt woes which ng 

longer exiſt, in order to occupy thyſelf with the future 
of happineſs and glory that awaits thee | enjoy the fruit of thy 
_ conqueſts, Thou mayeſt contemplate them with a legitimate 
pride, The effect of thoſe conqueſts will not only be that of 
preſerving: liberty to all who are free, but will alſo call vaſt . 
gions and numerous OR to liberty ; and that 289 
not be ſullied by the bloody hand of fadtion. Its birth will be 
aſſu rod by the reign of the laws, by wiſe and vigorous inſt itu- 
tions. In the mean time, France, before thou abandonoſt thyſelf 
to repoſe, turn thy attention towards England. Fhore exiſt 
there certainly a nation famed for its generous diſpoſition, but ite 
government is odious. After uſurping the empire of the ſeas, it 
as covered the globe with its crimes. In Aſia the thirſt of gold 
has rendered its er more terrible than death itſelf. In Both 
and America it has every where ſpread venality. It has difſemi- 
nated corruption in torrents, and it overawes, with a haughtineſs 
the moſt inſulting, thoſe governments which it has corrupted and 
ded. In fine, it has been the artifan of our civil difcords. 


Unable to deſtroy our liberty by the coalition, of which it was 
the author, it has contaminated it by horrible — It has 


given birth to La Vendee. It is againſt that ſpot, republican ſol- 
diere, that your Jaſt blows aro to be diredted. But on this happy 
day let us think only of the repoſe which France is about to give 
to the continent of Europe, Let us ſolely abandon ourſelves to 
ſentiments of joy and gratitude, Brave defenders of your coun- 

try; and yo youthſul heroes, who burn to ſhow yourſelves equally 
worthy in martial deeds, politics, and philoſophy, enjoy with 
delight the. gratitude of the nation. I am tenacious of leſſening 
the number and greatneſs of your ſervices, by ſeeming to retrace 
them. It is hiſtory to whom this glorious belongs.—It is to 
the graver, the painter, the ſculptor, the architect, to raiſe monu; 
ments conſecrated. to momory. To poetry it belongs. ta celebrate 
them by immortal ſongs. In fine, theſe are the people to whom 
you have given liberty—the republics you have founded ; the 
maſterpieces of art with which you have ornamented your coun- 

ry; the animals, the uſeful plants, the inventions of every de- 
ſcription with which you have enriched it; the precious collec - 
tions of the productions of nature and art which furnifh abundant 
ſubjects of meditation to our philoſophers, and freſh models to 
opr artiſts ; theſe are, in a word, all the fruits of your victories, 
w hich will tranfmit to poſterity the remembrance” of hy 

| I | have 
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have been, and what you have done. You, General Berthier, 
and you, Citizen Monge, will receive in particular the teſti. 
monies of eſteem which are due to you. I felicitate myſelf in- 
finitely upon being the organ of them. The choice which the 
hero of Italy has made of the two perſons charged io announce 
peace to us, is a trait characteriſtic of him. he one is in fact 
one af thoſe generals who, by their talents, their activity, and 
their courage, have allied themſelves to all his triumphs ; the 
other is a member of that learned comunittee which, in the eyes 
of all Italy, made the French republic reſpected by the virtues 
of thoſe who compoſe it, and their ardent and animated love of 
liberty, as well as by the yaſt extent of their knowledge and the 
purity of their taſte. Happy alliance of ſtrength and wiſdom, 
mayſt thou, for the happineſs of France, never be deſtroyed! It is 
thou who aſſureſt to nations the two maſt deſirable benefits—li 

and peace, Receive, citizens, in the name of all thoſe who have 
ably ſerved the republic, no matter in what capacity, our fra- 
ternal embraces; they are the aſſured preſages of that union 
which ſhould ever reign among all Frenchmen, {ive la paix 
Five la republique ! | 5 
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Repart by Rare, Deputy from the Department of the Upper Rhine, 
on the T reaty of Peace between the Emperor of Germany and the 
French Republic. 


Citizens Repreſentatives, | 


SX years have paſſed away, during which the moſt undaunted 

minds could not avoid feeling ſome anxiety at ſeeing all Eu- 
rope riſe in a maſs. againſt France, while the was diſtraQed by 
powerful parties, and more terribly agitated than the waves that 
daſh againſt her coaſt. For fix years France was armed, without 
auxiliaries, and without a government; but ſhe ſtill poſſeſſed a 
tertile ſoil, the courage of the men who inhabit it, and that 
creative genius which alone knew how to call ferth, even in a 
ſtaie of financial diſtreſs, thoſe means and that energy which 
were capable of reſiſting the league of kings. Our enemies be- 
lieved that liberty would annihilate our reſources, and it increaſed 
them a hundred fold. The'republic, all in arms, ruſhed forth 
into the invaded plains of Champagne ; while the monarchy, 
diſmayed by the project of the enemy, would have abjectly in- 
voked the clemency of the conqueror. Political order has ſuc». 
ceeded to the xevolution- which our ancient inſtitutions expe- 
rienced, A new world preſents itſelf, and is expoſed to the view 
of our contemporaries: aſtoniſhed to behold us now the arbiters 
of the univerſe, and the regulators of the deſtinies of Europe, 
ihe efforts of thought follow lowly the events of our revolution, 
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while admiration of the prodigies performed by our heroes excited, 
in all enlightened minds, only one wiſh, that of being free and 
republican. The bold inhabitants of the mountains of Switzer. 
land, the induſtrious Batavians, and the obſtinate Americans, 
broke the yokes which were impoſed upon them. More for- 
tunate, we have ſpread the bleſſings of independence over the 
nations which ſurround us. After ſix years of war, which 
ſeemed to preſage that glorious fall which a people prepare for 
themſelves who prefer diſperſion and death to ſhame and ſervi- 
tude, we have not bargained with our enemies, we have not 
treated for our diſputed independence, nor facrificed our dignity 
to our preſervation ; but, in extending the bounds of our terri- 
tory, and enlarging the limits of a nation which we have created, 
we diſplay in our treaties the generoſity of a powerful and mag- 
nanimous ally, and the pretenſions of a ſtate which poſſeſſts 
acknowledged and venerated riglits. The French republic does 
not, in her negotiations, aſſume the tone or the attitude of a 
Nate which has juſt appeared on the theatre of the world; it ex- 
Hibits at once the maturity of age and the vigour of youth it 
reſembles thoſe celeſtial bodies, which, . only diſcovered 
yeſterday, claim an, antiquity equal to the planets, which man 
has, from time immemorial, been- accuſtomed to behold in the 
firmament. Let us commence by inveſtigating the general con- 
ſequences which muſt reſult from this treaty of peace with the 
Emperor, before we proceed to examine in detail its particular 
advantages, Permit me, citizens colleagues, to bring to your 
recollection the laſt remarkable event in the annals of the world, 
and which ſtill has a ſubſidiary influence in regulating the affaits 
of Europe. You will have foreſeen that I allude to the famous 
treaty of Weſtphalia. Religion, lending its illuſions and its 
fanaticiſm to the people of — afforded to the prieſts and 
the princes the means of ambition. The multitude, intoxicated 
by the filtres which the church and the throne prepared for them, 
became the eaſy inſtruments of both; a long and cruel war, 
the pretext of which excited the prejudices of the people, and 
favoured the views of thoſe who deceived them, extinguiſhed 
itſelf in the blood of man, changed the centre of political gra- 
vity, and the balance of the power of Europe. The intereſts of 

rinces aſſumed a religious aſpect; the Proteſtant intereſt and 
the Catholic intereſt became diplomatic expreſſions, Which 2 
change of territorial limits rendered diſtin ; and real humanity 
had then no proſpect of ſucteſs. The yoke remained fixed on 
the bended head of man. Fanaticiſm, in loling its power, left 
to its. companion Ambition all the ſplendour of pre-eminente. 
Religion returned to the obſcurity of the cloiſters, and the inte- 
reſts of princes were diſplayed alone on the throne. France was 
engaged in the war which preceded this treaty; ſhe SA the 
| oye» 
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fovereignty of Metz, Toul, Verdun, and the two Alſaces. Such 


were the fruits of a war of thirty years. If we compare theſe 
indemnifications with thoſe we have — obtained, and thoſe 
which are now offered to us, and, in making this compariſon, 
eſtimate the time which has elapſed during the wat of freedom, 
you will be convinced, citizens colleagues, that under. the an- 
cient regimen we ſhould have had to continue the war for two 
ages, to procure what the campaigns of liberty have conquered 
in ſix years. But we ought not to loſe ſight of the object which 
[ have propoſed to ſubmit to your conſideration: The reſult of 
this thirty years war was another combination of powers, ſtrug- 
gling unceaſingly to obtain an equilibrium which continually 
fled from the graſp of the ambitious potentates of Europe. After 
the peace all things remained in that ſituation, ſo diſtreſſing for 
humatiity, in which they ſtood before the commencement of the 
war, Pretenſions which had changed into new hands; and which 
were brought forward under new names; were not the leſs 
haughty, ' The Proteſtant party, as well as the Catholic party, 
was deſirous of making conqueſts ; blood was ſtill deſtined to 
flow for the aggrandizement of ſome families; and if an accident 
ogg the topography of a ſtate, the monarch changed with it 
his denomination and his party, The peace which ſucceeds to 
the exploits of our armies—that general pacification which Eu- 
rope is at laſt about to enjoy, will imprint upon its population 
two diſtin and ineffaceable characters: the republican intereſt 
on the one hand, and the monarchical intereſt on the other, 
ſpring at once from the terrible ſhock which this quarter of the 
globe has experienced. Each has two objects its preſervation 
and its preponderance. In watching anxiouſly over the main- 
tenance of their power; and the duration of their exiſtence, both 
mult feel the imminent danger of neighbourhood and rivalry. 
The men whom theſe intereſts divide are linked to them by the 
ſame ſtrong affection that urges the individual to the preſervation of 
his life. Thus, before either republics or monarchies can think 
of their aggrandizement, they muſt have nothing to fear for their 
independence. Our revolution is extended over both hemi- 
ſpheres ; it ſubmits cabinets to new combinations ; and kings, 
who for ſome time muſt be occupied with the care of defending 
their thrones, will undertake with lefs levity wars, the termina- 
tion of which muſt neceſſarily ſhorten the period of their politi- 
cal exiſtence, We may live in good neighbouthood with kings, 
but we can expect fidelity in our political 'connexions only from 
nations which are free. The peace of the 6th year muſt; there- 
fore, have a moſt powerful influence on the deſtiny of Europe 
it totally ſubverts its ancient policy, and changes the nature of 
all its former relations, , Let us now examine what addition the 
treaty with the Emperor-King _ to our territorial, * 
. 5 2 0 F 
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and commercial reſources. In the firſt place, we unite, by 
poſitive agreement, to our ancient territory, the Auſtrian Low 
Countries, with all their dependencies. The extent, the fertility, 
and population of this conceſſion, are too well known to require 
my expatiating on the importance of that addition of territory, 
force, and commercial productions. Our line of defence on the 
ſide of the German empire is reduced ts one half; and a triple 
row of fortified places, without mentionhiꝑ their natural defence, 
would add to our fecurity, if the courage of our fellow-citizens 
were not ſuperior to the advantages of art and of nature. This 
line of defence, reduced, as I have juſt ſaid, to one half its for- 
mer extent, is flanked at the one extremity by the Swiſs, our 
conſtant and pacific allies; and on the other by the Batavian 
republic, which the intereſt of its inhabitants attaches to. our 
political exiſtence. We fhall acquire citizens whom nature has 
attached to every ſpecies of induſtry by the attraction of profit, 
the near proſpet of which would put the moſt indolent in mo- 
tion, and which are now become ſtill more attractive by the free 
navigation of the Scheldt. The port of Oſtend extends the 
line of countervallation that the perfidy of the Engliſh govern- 
ment forces us to trace oppoſite to its territory, In Italy, the 
chain of iſlands which border the coaſts of Lower Albania, of 
the Livadia and the Morea, offer to our navy nurſeries of ſea- 
men, and to our manufactures a market and articles of ex- 
change. Theſe precious colonies promiſe to us the free naviga- 
tion of the Mediterranean and the Adriatic ſea, the entrance 
to which we already poſſeſs. They aſſure to us the Levant trade, 
and will act, in reſpect to our commerce in general, as an exact 
balance-maker, who will eſtabliſh the equilibrium of competition 
that Engliſh cupidity has deſtroyed. But when I preſent to you 
the picture of our new acquiſitions on the coaſts of that Greece, 
to which the immortal names of thoſe heroes for whom ſhe was 
indebted to the Genius of Liberty even at this day give luſtre, it 
is neceſſary that I ſhould ſhow you the map of that new re- 
publie which its fate has attached to that of the French re- 
public, and the ſtate of the Emperor's new poſſeſſions on the 
borders of the Gulf of Venice. The Cifalpine republic com- 
prehends what was formerly, called Auſttian Lombardy, the ter- 
ritories of Bergamo and Cremona, the town and fortreſs of 
Mantua, with its territory, Peſchiara, part of the ci-devant Vene- 
tian ſtates, the territory of Modena, the principality of Maſſa 
and Carrara, and the three legations of Bologna, of Ferrara, 
and Romagna. The line of demarkation which ſeparates this 
republic from the Emperor's dominions, appears to have been 
traced in the front of the camp- of an army preparing to march 
againſt the enemy, The frontier of the Ciſalpines is a true 
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of this new ſtate with ſuch means of 
defence as Will be ſufficient for this ally of France; _ the 
n 


o coaſt furniſh the na 


only enemy by which it can be attacked. If we conſider, in a 
geometrical point of view, the new poſſeſſions of the Emperor, 
we might perhaps begled to imagine, that, after an uninterrupted 
ſeries of defeats, this monarch has reaſon to be fatished ; but, 
citizens colleagues, an extent of territory, without cultivation, 
without inhabitants, or at leaft very thinly peopled, and withour 
manufactures, ought not to be put in compariſon with even a far 
inferior ſurface, where fertility of ſoil, population, induſtry, and 
military ſtrength, are found united. The acquiſition of popula- 
tion, in a moral and political point of view, equally engages our 
attention. If the Emperor be in poſſeſſion of the inhabitants of 
Iſtria and Dalmatia; if he can drag them trembling to battle; 
the French republic, more happy can oppoſe to him republi- 
cans who were formerly his ſubjeAs. The geographical poſition 
of the Ciſalpine republic, and its invariable intereſts, e it 
no choice as to its allies and its enemies. It appeared, then, ne- 
ceſſary to give the Emperor a few ſoldiers, when we placed on 
his frontiers a brave and reſtleſs rival. The naval eſtabliſhment 
of the houſe of Auſtria in the Gulf of Venice ought not to 
alarm the friends of our commerce; for if theſe maritime pof- 
leſions enable the court of Vienna to elevate itſelf to the rank 
of thoſe powers who divide the empire of the ſeas, it will ſoon 
become the enemy of thoſe who revolt all by the moſt iuſolent 
ambition. But ought we to dread her as a rival? Facts reply to 
the queſtion, England, producing leſs raw materials, with an 
inferior number of hands, paying higher wages than workmen 
receive in France, has acquired a ſuperiority over us which li- 
berty alone can deſtroy. If England, with all her diſadvan- 
tages, ſurpaſſed us when we wore the yoke, ſhallAave fear, now 
we are free, the rivalry of the ſubjedts of kings? Commerce 
cannot flouriſh without liberty. Human induſtry always droops 
under the head of deſpotiſm. Our imaginary rivals, {till with- 
out colonies, weighed down by the exiſtence of the fiſcal govern- 
ment of a maſter, 'can never, then, enter into a ſtruggle with 
us. Perfectly at eaſe with reſpect to any injury to be received 
by the progreſs of Auſtrian induſtry, and the rapid and menacing 
creation of a military marine, we conceive that the compenſa- 
tions accorded to the Emperor and King cannot in any degree 
affect, will not fay the tranquillity of the French republic 
and its allies, but the unfolding of thofe reſources, of that force, 
and of that induſtry, to which the Genius of Liberty will give 
birth. Citizens colleagues, we have preſented to you the principal 
proviſions of the treaty which is ſubmitted to your approbation, 
You will be of opinion, no doubt, with your committee, that inde- 
pendently of the circumſtances and of the wiſhes of our conſti- 


tuents, 


(3 ) 
tuents, the republic ought to be ſatisfied. Intereſt, dignity, cha: 
racter, all are ſolemnly conſecrated in this treaty—immenſe poſ- 
ſeſſions joined to our territories - conqueſts over which humanity 
rejoices, The magnanimity which characterizes the French 
people ſhows itſelf in the limits which have been marked out for 
the Ciſalpine republic, in the declaration required from the Em. 
peror that he acknowledges the Batavian republic, and in the 
compenſations which it was determined he ould make to the 
Duke of Modena, We ſhall not proceed to the particular exa- 
mination of each article, becauſe, in ſtating to you the principal 
objects of the treaty, we have combined and analyſed thoſe parts 
which are intimately conneQed, and which cannot be ſeparately 
diſcuſſed, With reſpe& to ſuch articles as are detached from the 
whole, we conceived that we ought likewiſe to avoid the fatigue 
of giving them in detail. Thoſe, indeed, which are really fepa- 
rate, are, for the moſt part, mere forms of ceremony, which 
you may have remarked in the preceding treaties ſubmitted to 
your approbation, and which the cabinets of Europe hold in ve- 
neration. In reſpe& to thoſe articles which may appear ,inſu- 
lated in the treaty, though connected with the ſecret conditions, 
as we are ignorant of their preciſe relation to thoſe conditions, 
we thought it would be wholly uſeleſs to enter into long and diffi- 
cult ſpeculations which might probably lead us aſtray, and which, 
at beſt, could furniſh us with- only Dee conjectures. 
The Directory have already given too many proofs of their ſoli- 
citude for every thing that can be dear to us as repreſentatives and 
as citizens, to withhold from them that confidence which the ſuc- 
ceſs of their negotiations requires they ſhould enjoy. The Di- 
rectory, ſo ſcandalouſly accuſed of being averſe to peace, have 
now ſhown to France and the whole world whether they, or their 
calumniators, have prolonged the horrors of war. We will con- 
feſs, citizens colleagues, that, on the firſt view, one of the arti- 
cles of the treaty had alarmed your committee, It is Article IX. 
by which it is ſtipulated, that the ſequeſtration put upon the ef- 
fects of the inhabitants and proprietors of the ceded countries, 
on account of the war which is now about to terminate, will be 
entirely taken off. But, after maturely weighing and deliberating 
upon theſe diſpoſitions, which are common to all the treaties of 
peace which you have approved, your committee are convinced 
that they can have no relation to the emigrants. In reality, an 
emigrant being civilly dead, and his effects being not merely ſe- 
queſtrated, but by the ſole act of his emigration confiſcated and 
eſcheated to the republic, he cannot be included in the number 
either of inhabitants or proprietors. Beſides, that article men- 
tions only the individuals whoſe effects have been ſequeſtrated on 
account of the war, This reaſon, which muſt hare principally 
applied only to foreigners poſſeſſed of property in the ceded terri- 

| | tories, 
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: "ries, is not the fame with that which influenced the confiſcation 
15 8 the effects of the emigrants. Thus, under any point of view, 
Fey, he benefit of this diſpoſition cannot be applied to thoſe parricides, 


vith reſpect to whom France has converted into an irrevocable 
zroſcription that temporary baniſhment to which they were cow 
ardly and traitorouſly devoted. This article muſt be cunſidered as 
he leſs liable to the interpretation which for a moment gave ſome 
neaſineſs to your committee, that no poſitive expreſſion in it 
laſhes in the ſmalleſt degree with the letter of the conſtitution, 


"pal his diſpoſition, therefore, muſt be conſidered ſolely as an am- 
tel neſty granted to the inhabitants of the conquered countries, for 
1 heir errors of opinion; it has not, and cannot have, any other 
aue objeck. What (till further juſtifies the opinion of your commit- 
on tee, is the 19th Article, which is more amply explained. It is 
Lot there ſaid, that the unalienated property, moveable and immove- 
| to able, of their royal highneſſes the Archduke Charles and the 


Archducheſs Chriſtiana, -in the countries ceded to the French re- 


2 public; that the property of the Archduke Ferdinand, contained 

1 in the territory of the Ciſalpine republic, will be reſtored to 

7 theſe princes, under the condition of ſelling them within three 
1 


years. There cannot, therefore, remain the ſmalleſt doubt in 
regard to the real meaning of theſe ſtipulations. This explana- 
tion will, doubtleſs, be ſufficient to remove every objection to a 
treaty which is on the whole advantageous and honourable to the 
French people. Now, not only does Europe no longer conteſt 


. its own ſovereignty, but it alſo recogniſes that of the people to 
51. whom the French nation has imparted that boon, I hus the 


French people have, at once, aſſerted their own liberty, and | 


5 created that of others. Citizens colleagues, the number of our 
= enemies, formerly ſo. conſiderable, is now reduced to two Por- 
11 tugal and England. The firſt, in refuſing to ratify the treaty 
X. which we had granted it, has rather yielded to the dread of mili- 
FA tary execution threatened by England, than to any ſentiment of 
s, berſonal hatred, or that of vain reſiſtance. The Queen of Por- 
"Br tugal well knows that it is beyond her power to alter the deſtinies 
g of the French republic, or to retard their courſe. In reſpect to 
of England, we know which of the two, France or England, has 
* moſt reaſon to dread the continuation of hoſtilities. That op- 
5 preſſive miniſtry who retain her people in the chains of infup- 
. portable ſervitude, and in the horrors of a diſtreſs which is the 
4 torerunner of bankruptcy, ſhall foon ſee the free colours of the 
= French nation floating on her Downs. Buonaparte, who has 
. brilliantly ſupported: in Italy the characters of general and nego- 
5 tiator, -is expected by the army of England. At that name, re- 
w preſentatives of the people! your hearts have oſten expanded 
with hope, and as often beat with gratitude. I do not imagine 
4 itat the cabinet of St. James's will expoſe itſelf to the invaſion 


which 
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which menaces its territory. The valour of our ſoldiers, the u- 
lents of our generals, and the great number of the diſcontented, 
who would lay open to us the road to London, will bring back 
the Britiſh miniſter to a ſyſtem more adapted to the natuze of ex. 
iſting circumſtances. , But whatever be the epoch of a gener;] 
peace, let us haſten to prove, by the ratification of the treaty 
with the Emperor, that we lay down with pleaſure thoſe arms 
which we were compelled to take up. | 


2 
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Speech of the Miniſter of Marine to Mr. Swinburne, the Cummiſſun 
for Engliſh Priſoners at Paris, on his Audience of Leave, 
Sir, 3 | | 7X, 
1 AM as ſenſibly affected as my colleagues, at not being able to 
terminate with you an operation that you have ſo” well begun, 
and which has acquired for ou claims to the eſteem of the true 
friends of humanity. You have proved by your conduct and 
your proceedings, that the war which divides two nations, made 
to eſteem each other, cannot diminiſh in your mind the, neceflity 
of cheriſhing mon, and of aſſiſting the unhappy. Accept my 
thanks; I entreat, you to accept them, both as citizen and as mi- 
niſter. I ſincerely hope, that upon your return to London, you 
will triumph over your enemies, and that your government will 
give you their confidence. It is for the cauſe of humanity that I 
form this wiſh. - Sir, you carry with you our regret: and if the 
eſteem of men, whoſe principles you have been able to appre- 
ciate, can be any indemnity to you, you may rely upon mine 
and that of my colleagues, whoſe organ J am pleaſed with 
being. 3 | 


* 
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Frederick William the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Pruffia, 
Margrave of Brandenburgh, Antichamberlain, and Prince Eltc- 
tor 7 the Holy Roman Empire, Sc. to the French Republic, and 
in her Name to the Citizens who compoſe the Executive 'Direc- 

| 1075. | ' Luk 
Great and dear Friends, 
PROVIDENCE having diſpoſed of the days af the King, 
L my father, who departed this life the 16th of this month, 
and having called me to the throne of my anceſtors, I haſten to 
announce to you this double event; perſuaded that you will take 
part in the loſs I have ſuſtained, and that you will intereſt your- 
ſelves in my advancement to the rule over the Pruſſian ſtates, 
I ſhall take the greateſt care to cultivate and cement the harmony 
which I find ſo happily eſtabliſhed between the two nations; and 


upon 
Vp 


(4) 
upon this I pray God to keep you, great and dear friends, in his 


holy care. | 
Your good friend, 18 
| FaEDERICK WILLIAM» 
Berlin, 11th Nov. 1797. \ | 
GEORGE R. 


Additional Inflruftions to the Commanders of all our Ships of War 
and Privateers that have or may have Letters of Marque 17 75 
France, Spain, or the Subjects of the United Provinces, inhabil- 
ing within any of their Countries, Territories, and Dominions, 
Given at our Court at St. James's, the 20th Day of November 
1797, in the thirty-eighth Year of our Reign, 


W HER AS we have thought it expedient that permiſſion 

ſhould be given to veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of his 
Catholic Majeſty, having not more than one deck, to trade be- 
tween the free ports eſtabliſhed in the iſland of Jamaica, and alſo 
in the Bahama iſlands, and the Spaniſh colonies in America, ac- 
cording to the regulations of the ſeveral acts for eſtabliſhing free 
ports in our Welt India iſlands, notwithſtanding the preſent hoſ- 
tilities: And whereas we have thought it expedient, that not- 
withſtanding the ſaid hoſtilities, permiſſion ſhould likewiſe be 
given to any Britiſh veſſels navigated according to the laws now in 
force, to trade between the ſaid free ports in the iſland of Ja- 
maica and in the ſaid Bahama iſlands, and the Spaniſh colonies in 
America, provided ſuch Britiſh and Spaniſh veſſels as ſhall. 
trade between the ſaid free ports in the iſland of Jamaica and the 
laid Spaniſh colonies, ſhall have a licence from the governor of 
commander in chief of our Nland of Jamaica; and that ſuch 
Britiſh and Spaniſh veſſels as ſhall trade between the free ports 
in the Bahama iflands and the ſaid Spaniſh colonies, ſhall have a 
licence from the governor or commander in chief of the Bahama 
Iſlands; and provided ſuch Britiſh and Spaniſh veſſels ſhall im- 
port into the ho ports of Jamaica and the Bahama iſlands, ſuch 
goods only as are hereafter enumerated, viz. wool, cotton wool, 
indigo, cochineal, drugs of all ſorts, cocoa, tobacco, logwood, 
fuſtick, and all ſorts of wood for dyer's uſe; hides, ſkins, and 
tallow, beaver and all ſorts of furs, tortoiſe-ſhells, hard wood, 
or mill timber; mahogany and all other woods for cabinet ware; 
horſes, aſſes, mules, and cattle, being the growth and produc- 
tion of any of the colonies or plantations in America belonging 
to the crown of Spain; and all coin or bullion, diamonds, or 
precious ſtones, coming from thence ; and provided ſuch Britiſh 
and Spaniſh veſſels ſhall export from ſuch free ports, only the 


laid goods and commodities ; and alſo rum, the produce of any 
Vor. VII. G | Britiſh 
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- Britiſh iſland, and negroes, which ſhall have been legally im- 
ported, and alſo all goods, wares, merchandiſes, and manufac- 
tures, which ſhall have been legally imported, except maſts, 
yards, or bowſprits, pitch, tar, turpentine, and all other nayal 
or military ſtores, and tobacco: The commanders of our ſhips 
of war, and of ſhips commiſſioned with letters of marque, are 
hereby required and enjoined not to detain or moleſt any ſuch Spa- 
niſh veſſels or any Britiſh veſſels trading between the free ports in 
the ſaid iſlands and the Spaniſh colonies in- America, provided 
they are bona fide employed in carrying on their trade conforms 
ably to the reſpective regulations herein above deſcribed, and have 
a licence for that- purpoſe from the governor or commander in 
chief of the ſaid iſlands reſpectively; and in caſe ſuch ſhip ſo 
licenſed ſhould be captured and brought into any port, through 
miſapprehenſion or breach of our order, our courts of admiralty 
and vice-admiralty are hereby required to liberate the ſame, u 
being under the protection of our . commiſſion, 
By his Majeſty's command. | 
(Signed) PoRTLAND» 


_— 
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Preclamation of the Executiue Dirrctory to the French People, 
the 1} Frimaire (21 Nov. ). | 


THE intereſts of the republic call you to a laſt triumph. A. 

ter the innumerable battles from which you have returned 
victorious, it yet remains for you to reduce the firſt, the moſt ob- 
ſtinate and cunning of all your enemies. 

The Executive Directory is deſirous of a general peace; i! 
Wiſhes for it, for your ſake, and for the fake of Europe. Bt 
during a year and more a faithleſs enemy has led aſtray all tht 
cabinets of Europe by vain projects, propoling peace in a lows 
voice, ſecretly fomenting war, affecting to extinguiſh with on: 
hand the torch which it lights with the other; ſending with p# 
rade pacificators, and repelling in effect all overtures which alone 
could tend to pacification. This enemy you know: your indig 
nation can deviſe and name it. It is the cabinet of St. James 
It is the moſt corrupting, and the moſt corrupted, of the goven 
ments of Europe: it is the Engliſh government. 

It is not alone againſt the liberty of France that that gover 
ment direQs her conſpiracy ; her conſpiracy is againſt the who 
world, Ah! too long has that perfidious cabinet troubled, ſub 
jected, deſolated all parts of the world. Speak, Americans 
fay who are directly or indirectly your true rulers. Unfortuni 
Indians! ſay by what deteſtable art has that government eli 
bliſhed her tyranny among you? And you, Europeans, moi 
unfortunate ſtill, innocent inhabitants of the plains of Franc 


r 
nia, and of the Noric Alps, innumerable victims of the flames 


* of war! ſay who has been the moſt ardent inſtigator of this de- 
naſts, ſttuctive conteſt, in which have been ſacrificed more than @ mil- 
naval lion of men, in which treaſures immenſe have been diſſipated, 
(hins »hich even at this time of peace leaves to the eye, on the fields 

Ka of victory, the view only of general miſery, univerſal melan- 
8d. holy, and extenſive deſpair, It is in theſe circumſtances that 
N50 n the cabinet of St. James's avows to afflicted Europe that it alone 
vides has felt nothing of theſe frightful diſaſters. Liſten to the ſpeech 
form. delivered from the throne; „ Our revenues, a i the King, 
have YE have continued highly productive, our national induſtry has 


been extended, and our commerce has ſurpaſſed its former li- 
mits.“ | 
rough If the King of England has told the truth, powers of Europe, 
5 to you is not this a terrible leſſon? What then, is that govern- 
ment intereſted in your diſorders, which alone collects the fruits 
of them, which is nouriſhed by your calamities, proſpers by 
your diſtreſſes, accumulates in its treaſures the tears and the 
blood of the people, and fattens upon their plunder? - 
It is evident that that cabinet thould with for war, ſince by 
—— var it is enriched. It is however that government which in its 
neu manifeſtoes, and in ſimilar ſpeeches, dares to accuſe France 
of inſatiable avarice! It is not ſaid, that the Engliſh, firſt de- 
vaſtators of St. Domingo, have. taken the colonies of Holland 
AW vithout ſtriking a blow, have taken them from Holland their 
ally; and the King of England ſpeaks to Europe of the ambi- 
& ob - tion of France ä 6 
But the principles of the French towards other nations are at 
this time too manifeſt to be obſcured by vague allegations. If 
Bu he French republic takes the limits ſhe has received from na- 
11 thei wre, if ſhe repairs in this reſpe& the faults of the monarchy, 
bu e diſdains conqueſts foreign to that great object; ſhe neither 
þ obe oppreſſes ſecondary ſtates nor weak powers; ſhe never thinks of 
deſpoiling her allies; ſhe is faithful to her friends; ſhe puniſhes 
alone ber enemies, but without hating them: naturally generous, ſhe 
ndig does not eyen hate the Engliſh nation. Never in France ſhall 
any miniſter be admired on account of his hatred of the Engliſh 
people; but every one in France is agreed in one point, in re- 
membering what paſſed at Toulon, at Dunkirk, at Quiberon, at 
La Vendée; they deteſt, they execrate the cruelty, the perfidy, 
the ſanguinary machiaveliſm of the Britiſh miniſter ; and they at 
the ſame time deplore the unaccountable blindneſs of the Engliſh 
in ſuffering themſelves to be made the horror of the world. | 
The grear nation will avenge the univerſe; and to enſure ſuc- 
| et: <5 more than one means, Frenchmen, preſent themſelves to 
| you: the moſt important, and the moſt ſpeedy is, a deſcent on 
England, VUnexpected ſucceſs has taught you to diſregard all ob- 
| G2 | ſtacles. 
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ſtacles. In ſuch enterpriſes, the name alone of the arn-ies pro- 
miſes a triumph, and the juſtice of the cauſe guarantees it. We 
do not now. boaſt of plans of deſcent, while we diſcuſs the 
means. In the ſituation in which France now is, her will is 
victory. Thus the army of England proceeds to diate a peace 
in London! and there, alſo, republicans, you will find auxilia- 
ries. There allo you will find many men whom reaſon has not 
ſo much abandoned as to render them inſenſible of the odium due 
to their government under the Engliſh name. There alſo you 
will find thouſands of generous men who long ſtruggled to obtain 
a parliamentary reform: there alſo you will find a multitude of 
manufacturers who ſigh for peace, whom the prolongation of the 
war has reduced to miſery, and who weigh in the balance againſt 
their real wants the gaudy deception of royal harangue, the illu- 
ſions of manifeſtoes, and the chimera of conqueſts. There alſo 
you: will find the Iriſh nation, ſo long oppreſſed, and that bears 
reluctantly the chains of a court which is ſupported by its pro- 


duce, while it drinks its blood and inſults its deſpair. 


Proceed under theſe auſpices, brave republicans, to ſecond the 
national and unanimous wiſh: conducted by the hero who has ſo 
often ſhowu you the way to victory, you will have with you the 
wiſhes of all the virtuous and the juſt who exiſt in the world. 
Proceed then, and re-eſtabliſh the 1liherty-of the ſeas ; confine to 
its juſt limits the inordinate ambition of that government which 
difturbs its own country as it does the univerſe, | 

Secure the repoſe of the French republic and of the univerſe. 
Such is the great object which ſtill remains for you to accompliſh. 
Now that the Britiſh government, viewing coolly, and with a 
ferocious ſmile, the diſaſters of the continent, boaſts of its opu- 
lence, make it diſcharge agreeably to juſtice its ſhare of the ex- 
penſes of the war, which it alone wiſhes to eternize, and which 
it knows it could terminate by ſpeaking to the French repfiblic in 
1 that could be liſtened to, and be believed ſincere. 

Ditizens, you will recogniſe your own fentiments in the expo- 
ſition of thoſe of the Executive Directory. The ſaive ſpirit ani- 
mates your faithful repreſentatives. In vain the cabinet of Lon- 
don exhauſts all its efforts to ſow among them diſtruſt at difcord. 
The 18th of Fructidor has dęſtroyed their influence, and Ance that 
day the members of the Councils and the Dire ory prerent the 
pleaſing ſpectacle of the moſt intimate union. All patriots have 
only the ſame intereſts. There is in the republic but one opp 
and ond wiſh, and war to the cabinet of St. James's is the cr) of 
France. | 

How much glory is promiſed to the army of Englund! It i 
ſufficient to point it out to it. To inflame our watrio1's with in- 
vincible enthuſiaſm, it is only neceſſary to remind them of What 


they haye already done, The walls of the ſtrongeſt Navy 
8 | | | ye 
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vc been levelled before them; the greateſt generals have not 
been able to reſiſt them. They have taken priſoners Bender at 
Luxembourg, and Wurmſer at Mantua. They made the three- 
-olonred ſtandard wave on the banks of the Rhine, and on the 
ſhores of the ALgean fea, After fo many victories, what words 
can add any thing to the ardour. of French ſoldiers? It is ſufficient 
for them to hear the voice of the country, and to remember their 
own exploits. 

The Executive Directory reſolve that this proclamation ſhall be 
printed, polted up, and ſolemnly read in all the communes of the 
tepublic, and to all the diviſions of the armies, whether by ſea ot 
by land. It ſhall be inſerted in the bulletin of the laws. The 
miniſters of the interior, of war, and of the marine and the 
colonies, ſhall 1ender an account to the Executive DireQory of its 
publication, | 
L. M. Reveiltiext Lepavx, Preſident, 
LAaGARDE, Secretary General, 
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Preclamation of Citizen Rudler. 


(CITIZEN Ruiler, commiſſioner of the French government 
Jin the conquered countries between the Meuſe and the Rhine, 
and the Rhine and the Moſelle, to the inhabitants of the con- 
quered countries: The French republic ,fights and ſubdues her 
cnemies, but ſhe does not make an unworthy uſe of her victories. 
The princes, coaleſeed againſt her liberty and conſtitution, have 
been preſumptuous enough to conceive hopes of ſubjugating her. 
dhe took up arms, ſubdued them, and now contents herſelf in 
ſecuring her tranquillity by bounding her territory within thoſe 
limits which have been traced by nature. She only wiſhes to 
make the people ſhe has conquered forget the calamities inſepa- 
rable from war, and indulge them gradually in a participation of 
all thoſe rights which her own children enjoy. Such are the 
beneficent wiſhes of France with reſpect to you, inhabitants of 
thoſe countries ſurrounded by the waters of the Rhine, the Meuſe, 
and the Moſelle; and fuch is the will of its government. The 
ceſſation of hoſtilities affords it an opportunity of ameliorating 
your lot: and it charges me, in its tender anxiety for your wel: 
fare, to make you participate in the protection of thoſe laws 
which govern the French, and which areto ſecure your happineſs. 
My heart tenderly ſympathizes in this honourable miſſion; and if 
| can form any judgment from the mildneſs of your manners, and 
the love of liberty, for which you are diſtinguiſhed, the ſucceſs 
of my exertions will be ſpeedy and ſatisfactory.— A territorial 
diviſion, favourable to the ſubject, and indiſpenſable in itſelf, will 
be my firſt operation. The adminiſtrative and judiciary code 
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6 
eſtabliſhed in the next place among you, will give birth to x 
harmony which would otherwiſe be incompatible with the variet 


of your ſenates, councils, regencies, and your innumerable jurif. 
ditions. Every thing appertaining to ſlavery is 19 and 


the effects of this ſuppreſſion will be directed by ſueceſſive and 
particular regulations. Thus you will enjoy, under this new 
ſyſtem, all the dignity, of your exiſtence. You will be ac- 
countable to God alone for your religious opinions, and your civil 
rights will be independent of them. Whatever they may be, they 
will be indiſcriminately tolerated, equally protected, and he alone 
will be deemed guilty who ſhall pervert them for the purpoſe of 
deſtroying . the general harmony, and troubling the peace of 
fociety. The ſixth year will be memorable for theſe countries, 
which have been freed from the oppreſſive weight of all thoſe pri- 
vileges invented by the pride of thoſe who called themſelves your 
Jords and maſters. You will alfo be reſcued, from the day on 
which it began, from thoſe tithes which ſwallowed up à great 
part of the fruit of your labours, and from thoſe rights which the 
uſurping ſpirit of the feudal ſyſtem had created. They are pro- 
ſcribed, and ſhall no longer be exacted from yon. A paternal ad- 
miniſtration, with powers diſtinct from thoſe of courts of judicature, 
will extend its benign influence to you. Fuſtices of peace will 
afford you the benefit of conciliatory meaſures, before you may 
be compelled to enter into the litigations of courts of law, 
The law, inflexible in its operation, will never moleſt the inno- 
cent. The preſent circumſtances prevent me from electing your 
adminiſtrators and judges; but be aſſured that I ſhall make choice 
of the moſt upright and the moſt enlightened among you. I will 
aſſociate with them, Frenchmen, who, being their elders. in the 
family of freemen, will prove to them ſafe and neceſſary guides, 
Should any perſons I may choofe, prove unfit for their offices, I 
fhall be ever ready to attend to complaints againſt them; but I 
ſhall repel with indignation every ſpecies of calumny, and every 
denunciation which may be directed to the degradation of the 
conſtituted authorities. You may perceive, citizens, by this 
flight ſketch, the great advantages which you are to derive from 


| your new organization, for effecting which, J labour with all 


the zeal with which my duty, your wants, and your happy incli- 
nations inſpire me. Shut your ears againſt the enemies of your 
proſperity, who would ſeek to ſow the feeds of diviſion among 
you. Receive and follow with one common ſentiment the regu- 
lations which I am commiſſioned to eſtabliſh among you, and the 
dawn of your happineſs will ſhine with reſplendent brilliancy. 
Bam, December 11, in the ſixth Year RUDLER, 
of the French Republic. 


Buonaparte 
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Buonaparte to the Preſident of the Executive Directory. 
| Paris, 3 Niveſe (23 Dec. ), 1797. 
] HAVE the honour to ſend you, Citizen Preſident, the copy 
of a letter which I have received from the Dey of Tunis, with 
the names of eighteen Frenchmen whom he has ſet at liberty, 
While I was in Italy, I took every opportunity of teſtifying to 
our good friends the Turks, marks of the friendſhip which the 
French republic entertains for them. br 
The proviſional government of the 2 republic has given 
liberty to all the Furkiſh ſlaves, which were employed. in the 
Genoeſe gallies, and ſent them to their — 
Since we have been in poſſeſſion of the different iſlands of the 
Ionian ſea, we have received on —_ of the Ali, the Pacha of 
Janina, the Pacha of Scutaria, the Turks of the Morea, and even 
on the part of the Divan, not only a kind welcome, but they have, 
upon every occaſion, taken a pleaſure in ſhowing to us the parti- 
cular efteem which they have for Frenchmen, 
Our ambaſſador, Aubert-Dubayet, had no ſooner informed the 
Sublime Porte that our troops were at Corfou, Zante, Cephalo- 
nia, &c. than that government ſent large cargoes of corn for theic 
ſupport, | 
| Our Levant trade will now find a ſecure protection from e 
new poſſeſſions which we have acquired, and our merchants 1 ill 
hereafter be received by the ſubjects of the Ottoman Porte wit. a 
peculiar predilection. | 
(signed) 


BUONAPARTE. 


—_——— 


Hamuda, Pacha, Dey, Prince of Princes, and Lord of the well- 
guarded Town of Tunis, to General Buonaparte, the mighty Mar- 
rior of the French Republic, Health, and Length of Days ! 


WITH the voice of friendſhip I inform you, that the eight 
Muſſulmans who were on board a prize belonging to our odgrak 
(regency), which contrary winds drove on the coalt of Leghorn, 
where they were made ſlaves, and who were ſent to us by your 
order, have arrived ſafe, and filled our breaſts with the moſt live- 
ly joy. If ſuch an accident ſhould occur again, I have no doubt - 
that your benevolent attention will be exerciſed in the ſame man- 
ner, for which I ſhall always entertain the warmeſt gratitude. 


Your conſul who reſides here has alſo informed me, that the 
agent of the French republic at Leghorn has received orders to 
provide for the ſubſiſtence of eighteen ſlaves, and to fend them 
to us, W | 


To | 


It conſiſted of citizens Lecouteulx, Fulchiron ſenior, Fulchiron 
Junior, Jubie, Enfantin, Saillard, Recamier, Hupais, Marnet, 


( 48 ) 
To return you thanks, and to inform you of theſe matters, 
have written this letter, in the middle of the moon of Nebiniltani. 
(Signed) | HAMU PDA, 

Pacha, Dey, Prince of Princes, and Lon 

of the well-guarded town of Tunis. 
[The Dey added to this letter a liſt of Eighteen Frenchmey, 
who had been taken by Tuniſian cruiſers in foreign veſſel 
without paſſports, and made flayes of. He gave them theit 
liberty, and ſent them to France.] | 


__—_— = = 
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Proceedings at the Sitting of the Executive Directory on the 1% Ni 
E Dec. 21), 1797. 


THE miniſter of the interior informed the Directory, that: 
deputation of the merchants of Paris ſolicited the honour d 
being admitted to an audience, and aſked leave to make ſome ps. 
triotic propoſitions relative to the means of procuring the . 
funds for a deſcent on England, and to aſſure the vengeance d 
France againlt the tyrannic government of that iſland. 
The preſident ordered the mipiſter to introduce the deputation. 
The Directory, accompanied by the ſecretary general and the 
miniſters, and preceded by the ſergeants at arms and meſſenger 
of ſtate, proceeded into the hall of public audience. 
The deputation was introduced by the miniſter of the interior, 


Doyen, Decretot, Charlemagne, Deſprez, and Barillon. - a 
The deputation was preſented by the miniſter of finances, who 
ſtated the object of the miſſion in the following terms: 4 


« Citizens Directors After having ſecured the repoſe. of the 


continent, you have conſidered, ſince it belongs to the deſtiny of 


the republic to make peace with her enemies only at the gates d - 
their capitals, that you ought to ſend. to England thoſe invincible ” 
columns which have confined victory to their ſtandards, and that " 
general who js as diſtinguiſhed by his profound knowledge of the 5 
general policy of nations as by his military talents. * 

„ The merchants of Paris ſee, in this determination, a favom— Bs 
able proſpect of the liberty of the ſeas, and the reſtoration of com- 


merce. They are convinced that the moment is come to prove , . 
an enemy, who always gives way when cloſely preſſed, that the 

French are at laſt prepared to terminate a war which is only pro: p 
longed becauſe a handtul of pirates have the barbatity to calculate e. 
upon its events as ſpeculations, as chances favourable to their _ 
intereſts, ar 


« The merchants of Paris have become the organ of the public 
opinion, Each cuizen withes to give a proof of the contin he 
| Pp (63 
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places in the ſucceſs of your meaſures; they iutend to pn 
you to invite the legiſlative body to 2 a loan, the ſhares by 
which — upon our victories. 

«© The Roma 14 the ground on which Hannibal "RAT 
camped: but hiſtory has not Fiformed us if this celebrated 
ever declared to their-obſtinate enemies that the war ſhould be 
carried on at ther expenſe. This trait ſhall be added to dur an- 
nals. The loan ſed to be borrowed ſhall be called the hun 

upon England. It will ſoon Dae ITE This Great Nation 

ed executes whatever it plans. | 

he deputies of the merchants rec opportunity of 

ue 1 their views upon this ſubject. 1 big — 
Directory will liſten to them.” 

Citizen Fulchiron, the elder, ſpoke clin in Ge name of the 
deputation : 

Citizens Directors —At the moment in which the French 
nation prepares to attack, with all her ſtrengih, her ternal and 
implacable enemy —at the moment in which out - mvincible legians 
are about to croſs the altnoſt infurmountable bariier which nature 
has placed between us and the haughty tyrants of the ſea, all who 
poſſeſs hearts French and republican are ſeized with that 
profound and irreſiſtible enthuſiaſm which is ufeally the forerunner 
of important events and brilliant ſuccefſes. © 
The merchants of this great city, and thoſe of all France, 
cannot diſſemble, that it is particularly their cauſe which the eon- 
P erors of Italy and of the Rhine prepare do ſupport and to avenge. 

|| the merchants of the continent of Europe ought to unite: in 
arming againſt this perfidious government. 

« But the French merchants do not want 3 particular. and 
perſonal motive to make them your in the ſacred" ſentimeitt 
which at this moment animates republitan ſouls, 19 

„We have ſeen the — ſtandard planted on the 
banks of the Texel, and waving on the iſlands of the Egenn fed. 
On the continent we fee no longer any but republican friends, or 
monarchs who are compelled to ſupplicate our alliance. Shall, 
then, the ocean, the common mother of the riches of the univerſe, 
which ought to carry our glory, our arts, and our induſtry into 
every part of the globe, be interdicted to us? Shall the ocean be 
rnſlaved by a Kandful of proud iſlanders? 

„Great and intrepid conquerors of Lodi, of Rivoli, of Tagu- 
amento, of Fleurus, of Kahl, and of Neuwied you whoſe 
path is marked by triumphs, and by the emancipation of nations! 
—you cannot endure this horrible idea! We fee you prefs.in 
crowds to the ſhores of the ocean, offering your ſervices to your 


country — We ſee you haſtening, from the banks of the Rhine 
and the denen of the Alps, to reſtore to the French nation ber 
H _ martin 


Vor. VII. 
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maritime power, and to the national commere its Ancient 
ſplendour - * , 
hearing in our breaſts the impatience of a noble ven 1 
we aſk you, in common with all republicans, why the French 
nation is not reſpeded on the ſeas as ſhe is on the continent: 
Shall our laurels wither even in the midſt of our triumphs? 
Hut in vain ſhall England, after having ſown in our country, 
erimes and evils of every kind by the gold of which the deſpoils the 
natiobs ſubjected to ber deceits, ſhelter herſelf. by her numerqus 


veſſels! In vain ſhall ſhe flatter herſelf with * the juſt 


puniſhment which awaits her! We ſhall ſend back to that iſſand 
the fenurges with which its government deſolated our provinces; 
but, more generous and more brave, we will know how to mo- 
<derate- and: how to reſtrain the molt legitimate reſentment, from 
the moment in which it ſhall have e its long and pernt 
cious errors. 

Could the þ its this great city, of all the republic, 
remain ſilent ſpe dators of ſo great a movement? No, Citizens 
Directors! All commercial men, all who give life and ſpirit to 
our national induſtry, beſeech you to open to them a civic career, 
by which they may concur in promoting the great and een 
enterpriſe which you have in view. 


&« Is French commerce unintereſted in the great nationa}; arma 


ment which! is preparing? Are not all the fortunate chances of 


this expedition in its favour? and is it not certain that they will 
reſtore it to its ancient dominion, and to all the proſperity which 
belongs to the commerce of a great nation? Can, then, the 
merchants of France balance for a moment between the temporary 
; priyation. of a barren enjoyment, and the proſpe& of ſo much 
future proſperity ?-,, 

This is the moſt favourable moment for the emancipation of 
the feas, for us and for our poſterity ; and this fortunate criſis has 
been created by our victories. The coinmerce gf France cannot 
endure that it ſhould have been waſted in vain. - The 

Europe. would have but a precarious exiſtence, the —_— 
would remain humbled. before theſe haughty iſlanders, if the malt 
powerful efforts, Citizens DiceQors, did not concur in the er 
£ution of your plans. 

The ardent wiſhes of all Brenthnanl/ the ans courage 
of our warriors, are ſo many pledges of ſucceſs; but there is one 

on which we found, as well as you, Citizens Directors, a hope 
which cannot be diſappointed. It ; is the ſublime and almoſt in. 
credible valour of the young hero, who, during two years of 
- uninterrupted triumphs, has filled the univerſe with the report of 
his fame, whoſe prudence is the admiration of the old, whole 
generoſity is the model of the young, whoſe wiſdom and genius 
axcite the wonder of the 3 whoſe name will: _ 


n 


forth for ever be inſeparable from victory, and always recall the 
idea of every virtue by which gloty can be embelliſhed. Hg 

« Citizens Directors, the merchants of Paris, of whom we 
are the organ, anxiouſly beg of you to ſend a meſſage to the 
legiſlative body, inviting them to open a loan, which may give 
ou the means, as prompt as certain, of effecting a deſcent. upon, 
Fogland, and of tranſporting thither our. hero, thoſe whom he 


ic ient 


Is hall conduct, and all their glory. This loan may be mortgaged 
erovs upon an indirect impoſe The public opinion declareSitſelf/ for a 
> juſt meaſure of this kind. The duration of this impoſt ought to be 
land limited to the period of the repayment of the loan, which ſhould 
aces: be borrowed upon that principle. It would be deſirable, allo, 
ng. BY that the loan ſhould be made in ſuch a manner as to manifeſt, 


with new force, a wiſh to conſolidate the arrears of the national 
debt, and to re-eſtabliſh, or rather to create anew, the public 
credit, which muſt always be attached io the engagements ef 


blic, WM tb< republic.“ ne nds e decty 
2008 Citizen Barras, the preſident of the Directory, thus replied to 
it-to che depuration : | 1 ade 

reer, « Citizeng—The Executive Directory, witneſſing every day 


the virtues of the French people, is not aſtoniſhed at the patriotic 
devotion which has produced the propoſitions ſo truly republican 
zs thoſe you have now made to your country; but it applauds 
with emotion that ſentiment of liberty which has at this moment 
conducted you hither, | 
“The inſolent pride of the Engliſh. government, which flatters 
itſelf with the chimera that there exiſts no longer any national 
ſpirit in France, may mark this day as the epoch of its approach= 
ing humiliation. . conduct predicts what the valour of re- 
publican arms will execute; and Europe, attentive to this great 
event, cannot fail to be ſtruck with that contraſt which the people 
of the two nations preſent—the one ſunk under the fiſcal oppreſ- 
ſion of a tyrannic government—the- other, after eight years 
revolution, and at the end of an ever memorable war, offering 
ſpontaneouſly to the country their wealth, the tributes of their 
induſtry, and thus diſplaying the extent of their reſources. If the 
armies of France haye = proved that the republic is invin- 
cible, her merchants now prove that her means are inexhauſtible,. 


ex 

and that, in this generous ſtruggle, warriors and citizens ha 
> alike acquired iocomeRabli claims on the-national gratitude. T 
'ope « It was worthy of you, citizens, to impoſe ſilence, by this 
in. WJ great act of civiſm, on thoſe malevolent perſons who tax our 
« of WI commercial citizens with indifference, as if the juſt and legitimate 
+ of Var, which France maintains, had not for one of its principal 
ole objects the preſervation and the extenfion of commerce. is 
frivolous reproach is ſtill one of the crimes of England, and one 
ice- el the means of hex excluſiyę Ha but the perfidious Signs, 

8 2 


ol the deſpats of che · ocean are penetrated, They - would conttar 


your patriotic efforts. All hearts jealous of the national glory, 


tures have ceaſed in conſequence of the war, will haſten to imitate 


preſcribed the efforts of their patriotiſm; but in the French re- 
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perhaps, to acknowledge tlie ſavereignty of the French people, if 
the French people would conſent to allow them to exerciſe” their 

anny on the ſeas. The eſtabliſhment: of the French republic iz 
* continual ſubject of their wild declamations; but in their 
powerleſs rage they tremble at the opening: of the Scheldt, andthe 
free navigation of the Rhine: they are enraged to ſee all the ports 
of the Mediterranean open to our ſhips and fleets. | 

«6: Citizens, doubt not that all republicans will haſten to ſecond 


rejoice at your propoſition in every carner of France, - 
town-whoſe commerce has been ſuſpended; and whoſe manufat. 


„eu. Like you, they are animated by the love of the country, 
ike you, they have long and cruel injuries to avenge; and in 
the enthuſiaſm with which you will inſpire them, they will be in- 
flamed with the deſire of having it in their power to ſay, M alſi 
have given a ble. ie our implacable enemy es th, 
«« Thus we appear to proceed rapidly towards the perfection of 
republican manners, ſinee they have already produced among us 
ſuch great examples of devotion, as would have been ſufficient to 
have illuſtrated the beſt times oſ the ancient republics. Hut what 
do I ſay? We ſurpaſs them. in magnanimity. Imminent dangers 


olic the whole deſire of emancipating Europe-ſram a ſhame» 
fol domination is — yout tear: * 
« The Executive Directory will haſten, citizens, to tranſmit Mare 


your addreſs to the legiſlative body. Antieipated already by fame, 2d 


dhe faithful repreſentatives of the people bur with the noble im- de. 


patience of welcoming it with the applauſe which it ſo juſtly de- 
ſerves. They are convinced with the members of the Director, t 
that the ſplendour of the republie depends upon the ſplendour of Wh 
commerce. Rely, then; u the invariable- protection of the o 
legiſlators and of the Directory, as well as upon the adiniratidn fo 
and the gratitude of Franc n th 
Shouts of Live the republic! Live the liberty of the ſent! fe. Wl" 
2 from every part of the hall; and the military muſic played Wl > 
u. | . 75 
The preſident gave the ſpeaker. of the deputation the fraternal Wl 'i 
embrace, amidſt univerſal plaudits, and the moſt lively. demon- W 
ſtrations of public approbations - — + e 
The Directory retired ſome time into the hall ofthe miniſters; Wl £ 
and held a private conference with the deputation, TOY 
On the return of the Directory, the deliberations recommencdd 
upon the important addreſs of the merchants of Paris; and 
meſſage was ſent to both Councils, inviting them to take the pro- 


poſed meaſure into their immediate conſideration, 
a | 22 


(a) 
ue of the Din f the Council of Five fun, onthe 7 


woſe (21/4 Dec.). 


Citizens. Repreſentatives, ſe 
| HE armies: of tho. republic, by, their: conqueſts, have obtained 
peace on the cuntinent. One enemy; alone remains to be 
ombated This is the: Englife gourrmment— I ley. will go and : 
ttack it: on its own ground. fon the arming. and equipping - 
6 the: veſſels neceſſary to tranſport the. republican columns to the 
lains.of Albion, extraordinary- funds are neceſſary. The mer» - 
hants.of Paris have feit, that every Frenchman: ought io ſecond 
he ardour ofthe:defrnders of liberty. They ſee that we are about 
d combat fos the freedom of the ſeas; for the reſtoration of our 
anufactures, forthe. arts, for induſtry. That cauſe is their own. 
bey have ſent to the DireRory the addreſs ſubjoined to this 
eſſage. It requeſts them to invite you to open a loan, the pro- 
vce of wich — the” executiou of the meaſures adopted to 
effect a deſcent upon England; The merchants of Pazis; in teſ- 
ifying their wiſhes on this ſubject, know that they only anticipate 


Ng us e public. opinion: It is not. an example which they. hold · ug · to 
nt to ¶choſe of other tons; they, only/aſpired to the honour of bein Feſt 
what card. Every Frenchman. will contribute to / the ſucceſs of the 
ngers ¶ereat national armamem. Where can we have any fears of find- 
h re- Ning republicans-ſo indifferent to the brilliant deſtiny-to which-the 
ame» ¶ propoſed. expedition invites us - where can be found hearts ſo in- 


ſenſible; as not to ſeize” the occaſion of ſecomding/the'generons 


mit Nardour of the defenders of the country, and aiding, by a trifling 
ame, advance, that ſacred cauſe to which their brothers and their chil- 
im. den have ſacrißeed their blood and theit᷑ repoſe? 2 * 
de- The Executive: Directory; is - of opinion, citizens repreſenta- 
tory, WH tives, that a fund, immediately raiſed, of forty millions, added to- 


the meaus. that / wi l) bo prooured by the las made or to be enafted 
for the completion oſ · the funds of the year ſix, will be ſuſſicient 
— the —— — wo — is for his, 
that the. Directory applies to you poſſibility of repayi 
this ſum cannot be daoubted by — — —— 
payment of it as; to raiſe the: public credit, The merchants of. 
Faris have pointed ous the / eſtabliſh ment of an indirect contribu- 
tion, As ther means of effecting its repayment, The principles vun 
which this ode oi taxation ĩs adopted, are at preſent unĩverfally 
admitted. The premiums may be. ſceuredon the ſurceſs. of the. 
grand — which the Directory is now preparing. The 
army of England, like the other armies of the republſſe, 


ts engagements ? | | 5 8 . 
9 (Signed) Pi. BaARNASs, Preſident. 
| LaoarkDe; Sect Gene 
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granted to his Electoral Highneſs, until the concluſion of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


you to communicate to the Elector this determination, and to 
10 the dae ſummons the amm I 


"THE French afterwards applied to the Auſtrian governor Neu; 


expedition is preparing againſt her. The wiſhes of the nation 


Rudt, Counſellors Deel, Kayſerberg, and M. Meers and Fabers. 


Em). 


Summons ſent by General Hatry to the Commandant of Mantz. 
I AM commiſſioned to inform you, that it is the intention of the 


French republic to take poſſeſſion of the city of Mentz wit 
the troops which I command. No armiſtice therefore can he 


congreſs at Raſtadt, unleſs he immediately. gives orders to tb 
magiſtrates of Mentz to receive the French troops into their city, 
Should his Electoral Highneſs not iſſue the orders here requim O 
before the 3 1ſt of Frimaire (December 20), he will be treated a 
an enemy, and his electorate ravaged by French troops. I requeſ 


accept the high conſideration with which J have the honour to be 
W . Your humble ſervant, 1514 
| ant Nt HA TRT. 


al U 90 ll he a ae alen lon th lan“ . 
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the latter replied—* That the Auſtrians muſt withdraw from ! 
Mentz before the French entered the city.“ . 2:4 15 
1 — — r I. 
. , : 4 * — gel 

The Miniſter of external Relations, ts all the diplomatic and conſular wa 
\ Dea 


Agents of the French Republic. 
Citizens, 8 Ms al 5 
VO are placed in a new ſituation, Your republican ſenti- 
ments, and your patriotic exertions, ought to ſoar into 2 
higher flight. '* +1488 IE OBE 
Of the powers confederated againſt French liberty, England 
alone remains to be combated. She is our eternal enemy; A great 


preſs the armament. All the perſons employed, all the func- 
tionaries of the government, ought in this reſpe& to ſecond the 
views of the Directory. Every part of the French republic-at the 
preſent moment ought to make war againſt England. | 
In this general movement you neither can nor ought to remain 
inactive. You ought, on the contrary, to take a diſtinguiſhed 
part in the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe. You know that, for à long 


— ang 


—— — 


* The capitulation for the ſarrender of Mentz was ſighed on the ag 
December, at Weſbaden, between the French General Hatry and General 


time, 
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me, the arms of diplomacy, terrible in the hands of the Engliſh 
iniſter, have languithed without point in our hands. The E 
tive Directory is defirous to reſtore to this department its vigour - 
d luſtre: The of Campo Formio is fitted to be the epoch 
this change. The congeeſs of Raftadt will put the ſeal to it, 
| this object you ought io unite to promote 
At preſent, citizens, each ot you-doubtleſs forms a juſt idea of 
e greatneſs and the ſtrength of the French republic. Foreign 
pwers know very well, and it is unneceſſary to remind you, 
jat you repreſent the" firſt people in Europe, a nation conſiſting 
thirty millions of men, and which on the continent nothing is 
le to reſiſ. N 651d geatet's of Þ. 0 
How then has England, a power inferior in means and in 
rength, even during the times of our monarchy, ſucceeded for 
ore than an age in thwarting, and even humbling France ? Her 


ſular poſition, and the idea of liberty of which ſhe boaſted, have 


n he prunes tht br aun v f 
bailing efedl. Ithas been in neh ner th el o 


e diplomatic ſyſtem purſued in England. But even this power, 
ke the whole of her power, is factitious. We ſhall very eaſily 
convinced of the truth of this aſſertion by following the train of 
ngliſh hiſtory from the moment the Engliſh interfered in the 
fairs of Europe. | 
It was the Protector, Cromwell, who firſt gave the tone to 
cir diplomacy, Calling to his aid the vigorous and ci- devant 
publican pen of the celebrated Milton, Cromwell ventured to 
peak to all the cabinets of Europe that haughty language which 
e miniſters of St. James's have always maintained, and which in 
e commencement, being only the overbearing inſolence of a too 
cceſsful uſurper, appeared in the ſequel to be the only energetic 
nd haughty language of a people calling themſelves free. - En- 
aged in wars, the long ſeries of which began and ended the reign 
Louis XIV. the governments of Europe conſidered as ex- 
emely powerful thoſe who gave themſelves out as ſuch. They 
lowed themſelves to be browbeat, and yielded without inquiry to 
e pretenſions of a court which accompanied its meſſages with 
reats. | ho | Ay 
Soon after, France, reſigned to the government of an indolent 
rince and corrupted miniſters, enfeebled at once by uſeleſs victo- 
es and alliances contrary to her intereſts, reduced to the moſt de- 
lorable impotence, France ſaw herſelf compelled to tremble be- 
re the pretended genius of the cabinet of London. Strengthened 
this illuſion more than by any real power, England, at the end 
t each war, figured with diſtinction in the pacifications of * 
imeguen, Ryſwick, Utrecht, Aix la Chapelle, the treaty of 
aris, the conferences of Pilnita, and the ſubſequent criſis of our 


Yolution, | | . | 
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loſſus with earthen feet muſt now be overthrown, 


| pe true fecret af her wenk neſs. 185 
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the conrt of London ; adhere to this rule, which cannot mil 
you. The cauſe which they defend is that of tyranny, of m 


What has prevemied England from imitating Canthoge, 


. confine to their iſland the pretended deſpots who ought not to1 


of ſo illuſtrious a cauſe muſt be reſſected upon you and your at 
natural barriers ;' (he is about to combat for them un the ſea, 10 


3, She 
6369 
This prejudice, citizens, it is important th deſtroy. Nhis 


It is incumbent; an yu then, citizens, to attack with | 
the power of England im its federative force, ay the their U 
our armies, (precipitating themſelves on her cvaſts, uy 

the eyes of the governments of Europe, on whem her hr 


bſerve then What in this reſpe& is the -courfe you ovght 
" Plare your conduR53n-dizeR oppoſition to ahnt of he eme 


cuntile avarice, of ſhameful and criminal machiaveliſm. f 
theſe actions, all theſe views, bear the neceſſary mark of their vi 
cuous orig in . » 77775 | | 


in order to render the nations by which ſhe was ſurrounded in 
dependent by an exceſs of ambition which. degraded human 
prohibited thoſe, nations, under the pain of death, to ſour, 
plant, to cultivate, to trade, or to do any thing pf this kind? 
prohibition, the recolle&ion of which excites execration. Is 4 
this the object at which the maritime deſpotiſm of Great Bu 
indirectly aims? Does ſhe not wiſh to engroſs exchuſively 
commerce of the whole world? And what cabinet in Hure 
could be ſo blind as not to feel the intereſt of all the powers 
Europe to combat and to extirpate ſo horrible a monopoly, and 


terfere in the affairs of the continent: 
With regard to you, citizens, the cauſe you defend is that a 
liberty, of philanthropy, of glory, of virtue. The fplendad 


tions. France hasfought by land for her independence and for he 


for herſelf alone, but in order to liberate the ocean, and to eme 
cipate all thE nations, which are equally the victiens of Engli 
avarice. AF 7 1 . %%% 
London is compared to Carthage; the French might better 
compared to the Romans, But Rome was too much a ſtrang! 


to commerce and the arts. Rotne ſeemed to be ambitious-only f 
conquer the world. She made war upon Carthage as upon ma 
rival empire, not as a commercial people. How far more the 
ſpectable are the motives that inſtigate the conduct of the Freue e 
It is not merely the injuries of ſeveral ages that France is n tha 
eager 10 avenge on the Engliſſ: government; it is for the inte ma 
of Europe, and for that of humanity, that the French gore ſub 
ment undertakes to vindicate the freedom of the ſeas. Theiß tro 
- uſurpation in that reſpect is unparalleled in hiſtory; and in dig 
| ? | - pon | 
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int of view it becomes the duty of every nation to put up 
iſhes for the fortunate ſucceſs of our arms. WIS ' 
Do not ſhrink, citizens, from a manly and worthy futfilment- 
ff your miſſion. Let the pen and the voice of the French nego- 
iators co-operate with and ſecond the courage and the ſword of 
pur gallant defenders,” © OG > aw Fr at 
The more the agents of England are imperious, ſtirring, and 
rafty, the more you ought ie evince of rectitude, loyalty, and 
of that moderation which exemplifies much more ſtrongly that 
oroſe auſterity, the charaQeriſtic features of real po . 
Keep a watchful and jealous eye on all their proceedings; pre- 
ent them from ſucceeding in the formation of any new machi- 
nations againſt the republic. Let them ſee that you inceſſantly 
purſue their footſteps, and obſerve every road they take; explore 
their attempts even through the ſeeret reoeſſes of cabinets; be 
bold and forward to face and attack them iu their laſt entrench- 
ments. Be zealous to diſcover, and vigilant to diſconcert the dark 
intrigues, the black calumnies,” the perfidious ſeductions, and the 
frightful projects which it is the ſtudy of their ſecret agency tio 
conceal, This agency is — in every quarter, among our 
ayowed enemies, among our ſworn allies; it Italy, in Spain, in 
the Batavian republic; perhaps, ſtiſl more than eſſe where, in tho. 
boſom of France itfelf. Relax not your efforts in countetadting 
their influence, not by petty chicanery and diſhonourable frauds, ' 
but by wiſe and well-wiſhed repreſentations; you will be duly 
attended to, and the Directory will lend its arm to your ſup- 


It will be your duty, from time to time, to hold out to the 
miaiſters the manly energy of republican language ; but, how 
ever, without being prodigal of means that muſt ſtrike and de- 
cide : be always prepared to unmaſk to me the horrid machina- 
tions of the infernal genius of the cabinet of London. Govern- 
ment ſhould be acquainted with every thing, from every quarter, 
and in due time—your reſpective inſtructions ſhall be punctually 
attended to, and daily compared, ard thus ſubmitted - to the in- 
ſpeQion of the Executive Ditectory; and it is ſurely not your 
wiſh that it ſhould learn from any other quarter what it ſhould 
ſee and be informed of through the medium of your vigilance. 

As to what perſonally regards you, citizens, endeayour to 
make yourſelves beloved, eſteemed, and reſpected. Do got fly in 
the face of the uſages, of the manners, or of the prejudices of 
the countries where you reſide ; but while you obſerve every thing 
that is due to decorum, do not throw off the cuſtoms and the 
manners of republicans. In the room of unmeaning etiquette, 
ſubititute that ſuavity of temper, that polite frankneſs, which flow 
from the ſoul of virtue, and from the conſciouſneſs of native 
dignity which liberty inſpires ; above all, beware of a vice but 
Vor, VII. 1 toa 
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tog common in our days, I mean that noiſy and iraſciblefjerce. 
neſs which, in a diplomatic character, can never be viewed as an 
auſpicious diſpoſition ; be ' meaſured and guarded in all your ac. 
tions, and never be unmindful that impetuoſity is not ſtrength. 
It is my intention, citizens, to be more regular and frequent 
in communicating to you the views and notions. which a corte. 
ſpondence with you may ſuggeſt ; increaſe, therefore, your vip. 
lance and punctuality. The object of the. preſent is more parti 
cularly to form between the agents of the French diplomacy, an 
active and zealous confederacy, againſt the laſt enemy whom the 
republic has to ſubdue, and thus to meet and accompliſh the 
views of the Directory. Your firſt and leading object mult ev 
wheie ſhow how little the Engliſh cabinet is worthy of 
dence, renn a bo 1 16217] Su 
 Exert all your endeavours, citizens, in this main object af 
your labours. You muſt, doubtleſs, meet with great difficulties, 
but you will, and know bow to ſurmount them—be not dil. 
heartened—the army of England will remove and ſmooth away 
the obſtacles that gppoſe you. The country keeps a fond and 
careful eye upon you. By exaQly' conforming. to the ſpirit of 
the preſent, you may look for a ſure ſupport to the union and 
. wiſdom of the Executive Directory, and to the friendly and be- 
nevolent intentions of the miniſter who now - addreſſes you, by 
ſpecialorder of the Directory. Health and fraternity, . | | 
The Miniſter of foreign Relations ; 
(Signed) TALLEYRAND PERIGORD- iny 
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. . Meſſage from the' Executive Directory to the Council of Hie 
1 t 2 Hundred on the uh January. 7 
Citizens Repreſentatives, OY 
HIS day the proper officers proceed to. ſeize: all Engliſh 
=» merchandiſe being in France, or introduced into its teni. 
| tories in contravention of the law of the 10th Brumaire. Such 
is the firſt act by which, ſince peace has been given to the, cont T 
nent, the war, long declared againſt England, at length begins 
to aſſume. its real character. S.-H 
The French will not ſuffer this power, which every where in- 
troduces its manuſactures, and takes nothing of foreign induſim Ml "" 
in return, longer to enjoy the fruits of its wicked lations. me 
Since it had to fear the capture of its veſſels, it has bribetl foreign ( 
captains to take on board Engliſh merchandiſe, and to introduce Wil n. 
them by artifice and fraud into other countries, and particularly wh 
into the French 1 Neutral powers muſt have perceived, 
that'by this conduct their merchants were taking part in the wr 
and lending ſuceour to one of the belligerent powers. Neutral 
| . , — 1 bog * ' \ \ "Y "Fei power 
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wers ought to have perceived that ;:in- eizing the hips 
5 eee, bound for France, an and daes the 4 — 
of none but their own manuſactures, looked to Ne —— com- 
merce. Au law of the marine, and a regulation made in 2%, 
declare alli ſhips, in which ſhall be found Engliſh merchandife ' 
belonging to enemies, Jawful prize. Theſe regulations ſhould de 
extended; the intereſt! of Europe requites it - The Dire ctry 
thinks that it is urgent and noceſſary to make a law to declare that 
the ſtate of veſſels, ſo ſar as concerns their quality of neutral or 
hoſtile, ſhall be determined by their cargo, and that the cargo 
ſhall not be protected by the colours; and conſequently, that 
every veſſel fornd on the ſea, having on board the \ — or 
nerchandiſcs of England, or. of — poſſeſſions, for 
either in the whole or in part, ſhall be declared a lawful' veins. 
It would be uſeful alſo to declare at the fame time, that the ports 
of the .republic ſhall be ſhut againſt all foreign veſſels which ſhall 
have entered in their — into thoſe of England. The Execu- 
tive Directory requires of you, citiaens repreſentatives; to 
thoſe meaſures. No neutral or allied poer can be miſtaken 
their object. The infallible effect of this meaſure is, to rniſe 
the value of the produce of their: ſoil and) of their induſtry, 'to 
creaſe the proſperity of their commerce, to reject every thing 
— from n ee the n 
0 [ War. 

Such ate the motives which induce the Executive Dirtory's 
invite you, citizens- repreſentatives, to take dhe object 1 
N into gon immediate conſideration.  ' 

"Any - BARRAS,' Preſident, 
| ors aver dean Ven. 
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ngliſh . drank Ni 
Suck Citizens, . Ys Paris, 17th Mog Jan, 6, 6th Tiar, 


THE legiſlative body has this moment conſecrated the patriotic 
vow offered up to the Directory by the merchants of Paris, 

by publiſhing the lay relative to the Engliſh. Joan, The Exech- 
tive Directory is now about to recall td your minds, the, motves 

— ought. to intereſt every individual. in the ſucceſs. b -N 
meaſure. of 
Citizens, conquerors oſ Europe—there only remains to vi- 
umph over one enemy, Whoſe dominion is over the a. 1 
Whoſe power pretends to ſhut you from it. 
The agriculture, of. France, its commerce, its induſtry, all is | 

wreſted from you. by mn an who block up your ports. 1 
1 bd 
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Le in particular, French traders, manufacturers, ye who ne 
employed in the maritime departments and in the great com- 
munes, ſecond by your zeal the example which has been ſet by 
. the merchants of Paris. Do you hear the minifter of Great Bu- 
tain, who informs you, with the moſt vain-glorious inſolente, 
that the trade of England is, with reſpect to that of France, 4s 
the proportion of eighteen to one; that the imports and. exports 
amount in France but to 400,000,000, whilſt thoſe /in'England 

exceel feven milliards? 211 + 230; wh 
Have you a moment to loſe in putting a period to the calcuk- 
tions of Britiſh avarice? France has been compelled tempotati 

to ſacrifice dis credit to the ſucceſs of the war. Now vi 

ougght to repay thoſe. ſaorifices, and reſtore at once that portion oi 
wealth and rank which the extent of its territory, its population, 
its coaſts, and its rivers, - entitle it to hold among commercial m- 
tions. Moſt eſteemed merchants, think of this! Lay the found- 
ation of yourgiches: on the credit of the nation. You behold 
- the government | prohibiting! Engliſh goods and - merchandiles, 
vchilſt lit is æager to open new ſources for, French induſtry | The 
„Icauſe is | your .own. What you do to promote the war, you do 
or yourſelves, for) the fucceſs. of your trade, for the intereſt of 

your families, and for the benefit of your poſteritx. 
„ Citizenscof every degree, think what great effects will reſult 
from the efforts you are about to make to humble and, pugiſh.the 
C cgbiſef of London. For ages has England troubled the repoſe oi 
Europe: às reſtleſs genius has tormented the whole continent 
from which it imagines ifelf . invincibly ſeparated. French. 
menzitedch this iſle that it is not inacceſſible becauſe it is ipſu- 
. : ited, and deſtroy, within its boſom thoſe miſeries which it ha 
extended to your own dwellings. England once vanquiſhed, 
58 e eee eee eſtabliſhed, and the balance of 
urope will remain invariable; for the French republic, too 
mfghty to be attacked, will have no inducement to attack others: 
it will be too powerful to be, actuated by ambition, and it wil 

not feel the deſire of going beyond its limits. 

This we may aſſure you of triumph over „ and yo 
- give peace to yourſelves and your deſcendants. ' Tou beſtow ! 
even on the whole human race. Your' battles will be the la 
that ſhall be fought. It is you who will ſtop the career of mil 
; tary glory, and in future the heroes of France will have no i 
to contend with, * 
But it is not ſufficient to talk to you of glory. The Frend 
revolution, diverted from its courſe by ſo many obſtacles, ende. 
vours to recover its ſource. - We ought never to forget that dt 
principle on which it ſet out was philoſophy, its object liberty; 
and that its defenders have, above all, taken up arms for ws 
* happineſs of nations, You deſire to overthrow the — 


( 4 ) 


be cabinet of London, but. you do not wich to enſlave the Eng- 
i. After the, infallible ſugceſs of the arms of the republic, 
ke people of Ae rely dn you for relief from thoſe enor- 
nous taxes Which weigh down. the inhabitants of its cities and 
n, . Cor a 

Haſte, citizens, to convince this nation that you ſeparate it 
zom that hat red alone due to ita oppreſſors. May Frenchmen, 
ver loyal, and ever invincible, become. in England at once the 
onquerors of the miniſtry and the ſaviours of the citizens the 
anquiſhers of the court, and the erde of the people. 

'Do not believe that the Engliſh, if free, would heſitate to 


nachiaveliſm of Re 5 government to the loyalty of the 
rench republic. They haye themſelves admired the moderation 
of the French Ne treaty. with Auſtria, They know 
hat in the ſtruggle which their government forces them to renew, 


gland, If France is viQorious in its firſt attack, the govern» 
ent of: Great Britain falls under the weight of an immenſe 


iſh will ſee that nothing can abate your courage, or weary your 
perſeverance. The longer the efforts of France ſhall be pro- 
anged, the more will its debt for indemnity accumulate, and 
Europe knows that debt, muſt be paid ſooner or later. 


ofe of WW What in fact has been the reſult of that formidable league 
tinent v hich the cabinet of St. James's organizes againſt you at Pilnitz? 
ench bey have forced you to fight for your independence. They 


re diſputed with you the poſſeſſion of Belgium; you have, in 
defending it, conquered Lombardy ; by defending Lombardy, 
you. have made the Rhine the limit of France, he war com- 
meneed again(t you in 1792, at forty leagues from Paris—in 1797 
you terminated. it within thirty leagues of Vienna. Every impe- 
— thrown in the way of peace has given the ſignal for new 
victories. 

O Frenchmen, of every deſcription, the Engliſh have done 
you eſſential injury! Their cabinet has excited your internal 
diſcords; it is that which has raiſed Europe againſt you: it is 


je laſt chat which has armed you one 1 another. Turn your arms 
mil--2ainſt it; march to Londop. | There you will extirpate the cauſe 
ret your miſeries. At London you will find peace abroad, and 


the end of your troubles. Having no other enemies to conquer, 
you will only have to think of founding your republic on the 
nder Þalis of —— and happineſs. _ | | 
You have run a long career ; another ſtruggle yet remains, and 
the object is attained. Certain precautions already announce 
victory, The power of enthuſiaſm has no limits in France. 
To propheſy your ſucceſs, meaſure. your will. Your _— 
. I - : _ Naveg 


jemand a glorious peace. The Englith them(clyes compare the 


Fhatever my de the event, the chances are decidedly againſt 
I 


lebt. If any reverſe, of fortune retards your ſucceſs, the Eng- 


(6) | 
have but one hope, whigh is, to agitate your minds, if they cy 
C—_ our and ta diſunite you. It ĩs in your own mit 

they wiſh to fight with you. In other reſped have nothi 
to fear. Prove to them by the n dae 
by one ſentiment. Let every one be eager to contribute to a gre 
national undertaking 7 let every one, —— to his reſ6urce 
intereſt himſelf in the Er ſubſeription. May your cage 
neſs to fill this loan be a pledge of that terrible rapidity vit 
vrhich the expedition will be carried on; and be aſſured, that en 
at the report of this unanimous movement, the cabinet of L 
don will be already der we | | l 
The Executive Directory decrees, that this proclamation ſh 
be printed, poſted, read, and publiſhed in all the communes 
the republic. It ſhall be inferted in the bulletin of the laws. 
The miniſters of juſtice and the interior are to give an 
count of its publication to the Executive Director. 
(Signed) P. BARRAS, Preſident. 
LAGARDE, Secretary Ger 


Lis ERK TY, Equality. 


The Commiſſary of the Executive Directory at the N 


niſtration F the Canton of Calais, to the Inhabitants U that Ca 
ton. | x 
Citizens, | * 941,066 
: THE victorious French republic uo longer apprehends dang 
from its enemies without. 5 13 
The coalition being deſtroyed, leaves England expoſed to bt 
' mercy ; that power alone, after haying ſupported each of f 
vanquiſhed powers in their turn—after having rent France wi 
inteſtine commotions, will now ſuſtain the whole weight of k 
indignation and of her vengeance. The money which ſhe | 
laviſhed, and which ſhe yet continues to laviſh, will not fave it 
from the ſword of the republicans, and it is this ſword which mt 
ſoon avenge the cauſe of all Europe, of violated principle andi 
liberty trodden under feet. Its corrupt and tyrannical gove 
ment will give place. to that which the people of England, 
thy, no doubt, of freedom, ſhall ſubſtitute to it, and 
fore the trees ſhall have their firſt leaves on them, the tri- 
loured ſtandard, floating on the Britiſh ſoil, ſhall remind them 
what they were and what they ought to be, | 
But in the moment of fixing for ever the deſtinies of the f 
republic in the world, the government, en its attention 
home, is no longer diſpoſed to leave the internal enemies off 


ſtate any reaſon to hepe for ſucceſs, and is determined to — 
e LE * t 


| ” 
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e em; not becauſe it is apprehenſive of their efforts, but becauſe 
mia weaken the public ſpirit, and becauſe it is time to give to 
Ahn e fate all that energy which has been vainly attempted to be 
froyed. Government wiſhes to rally all the friends of their 
untry and of liberty by-republican inſtitutions; becauſe repub- 
an inſtitutions alone can give energy to the public mind, and 
berate within, what its victorious arms have effected without. 
Awaken, then, republicans of this canton, from your ſlum-- 
1s; you eſpecially, patriots of 1789, who do not confound li- 
ny with licence, and the laws with anarchy. This is the mo- 
ent in which you muſt conſolidate your work, and fix for ever 
fate of France. Riſe from your depreſſion, ſecond the efforts 
a government which is perpetually triumphant—a government, 
hich on the 4th of September deitroyed the hopes of the royaliſt 
Aion, and fixed peace, and ſecured liberty on the moſt un- 
Aken baſis. Dare to avow your principles openly ; dare to call 
urſelves republicans z and may this title, hitherto I 
parded, become henceforth an honourable title; and may thoſe 
ho do not deſerve to ſhare it with you, at leaſt learn to be ſilent. 
Officers of government! it is to you in particular that I ad- 
s myſelf. member the republic will only be ſerved by 
iſe who are the friends of liberty, Remember there is no 
ger any room to temporize, and that you muſt frankly ſhow - 
urſelves to be what you are, If there are any among you who 
not devoted to the cauſe of liberty, remember that of all 
nds of baſeneſs it is the greateſt to reccive pay and maintenance. 
d to hold a place under a government which you deteſt, and 
deſtruction of which you are deſirous to bring about. 
it your ſituations before you are driven from them, and la 
de a maſk, which ſooner or later will be torn from you. | 
Zealous officers of- the republic, it is on you that the republic 
nicularly relies, and on your example and your influence, to 
e vigour to the public mind. Employ in your offices none but 
partiſans of liberty, and diſcard thoſe who have ſignalized 
mſelves by contrary opinions. Scrupulouſly obſerve the days 
repoſe, and let your offices be cloſe ſhut on thoſe days, and 45 
yourſelves aſſemble, together with the magiſtrates, in the 
ple of the laws, there to be preſent at the promulgation of 
new decrees and orders of government, to hear the recital of 
ir triumphs, the ſongs compoſed on their victories, and the 
ie diſcourſes, which are to encourage and give ſtrength to the 
e of the country. h | Ws 
overnment requires that I ſhould acquaint them with the con- 
t of thoſe who act contrary to theſe inſtructions; and I notify 
Jou, that I ſhall neither betray the truth nor neglect my 


"oth You 


% cruel truth. In ſpite of my conſtant e 
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You too, who have been included in the requiſition, and have beet 
able, by means of the exceptions which government has though 
proper to make, to preſerve yourſelves at home with your famj 
lies, ſhould recollect, that the favour you have met, renders j 
particalarly incumbent on you to reſpect government, and 8 
aſſiſt it by combating the enemies at home, while your bm 
comrades are engaged in contending with thoſe abroad. 
Citizens of all claſſes; at the commencement of hoſtilltie 
againſt England, theſe coaſts are about to be covered with | 
numerous battalions of the conquerors of Italy. Welcome 
brave defenders, and receive them 'with honours ; obſerve theit 
wounds; remember the acts of valour which they have peri: 
 formed-—remember, that half naked, in want of every thing 
and forgetting that they had relations and children, and conſider 
ing only that their country and liberty were threatened, they { 
cured theſe bleſſings by their blood remember that they dai 
' braved death, while you, quietly at home, were contented t 
read the details of their victories by your fire-ſide,—Render then he 
then that tribute of gratitude which they have a right to expeRt 
applauſe, at leaſt, you owe them. | 
They indeed may ſpeak of their country and of liberty 
know what they have done for them, and may conſider them aſc!» 
their own work, fince, without their efforts, neither the one 10 
the other would have been in exiſtence, It is by uniting ud 
' ſelves to theſe men that you will learn to appreciate the value ¶ ¶ aer 
theſe great bleſſings, liberty and the republic. As to you mak 
abhor theſe benefits - you eſpecially, ſtrangers, to whom the men 
public affords an afylum—you, too, whom paſſions, pre judo vern 
and reſentments, render inſenſible to her glory and to her tri 
umphs, who daily pour forth your guilty wiſhes for her oem 
throw, whom the memory of paſt horrors cannot deter=-wit 
ever you be, and wherever you exiſt, be careful not to miſtlWand 
the indulgence of government for weakneſs. I give you noa at 
that the end of this indulgence is at hand; and remember, pon 
the power which has deſtroyed all the kings of Europe can vi bu 
a breath annihilate you, rat * 

Internal enemies! believe that government knows and |: 
every thing; clubs, taverns, and places of public entertainme 
nothing can eſcape their vigilance, Awaken all of you fro de 
your error: you eſpecially who have ſuffered yourſelves to be cooper: 
rupted by perfidious influence, return to thoſe fentiments wha your 
you owe your country, and draw that line between you and 
agents of England which can alone protect you, can enfure f 
fafety, and hinder you from ſharing the puniſhment wi 
awaits all men who ſeek to thwart its projects. | 

Citizens of all claſſes, I ſhould betray you were I to cone bu. 

forts to diſtinguiſh | 
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e beenmals of the inhabitants of Catais from ſome individoals, perhaps 
oemore i than culpedis, I have not deen able to prevent 
r famiWMleoverrnment miſtruſting this commane; I have not deen able to 
ders Mprevent them from cortfideritg it in an unfavourable point of 
ind rie, and from ſuſpecting that there are a number of individuals 
in it who oppoſe its meaſures, who rogret the monarehical ſyſtem; 
nd who, devoted to perfidiqus England, are ready to the 
RilitiMhricws of that power, We are is poſſeſſion,” ſays the Direc» - 
th theftory, in its letter to me, of the ole of this plot, and we al- 
ey know part of rhe tewth, chat the- public ſpirit is cortupred 
e thei i mong you, and you alone. Foa, mmiſſary, in whom we 
e pere placed confiderics, you aloge, n dendn- 
ingMciztions,, cannot find one on. at ars you about 
nſide: We remind = of your duties, and of your 6ath” + _ 
No, my fellow-citizens, I profeſs it loudiy—nv,, you are nov 
eien up to perfidious England. les gol@ hav not corrupted yo; 
ted WfWpoblic ſpirit is not ewringuiſhed among you; and if the Englitlt |» 
r tben ho threatened the walls of Dunkirk, ſhould have come to preſent 
peRt ſelves before the memorable! gates of Calkisy it is · hen that 
fie world would have boen convineed: that If forme among you! 
effecre formerty devoted! to 2 king you would all have been ro- 
hem clved to periſh, in order to preſerve liberty and the republic. 
me nl No; both af thoml are for you the only object of your wiſhes 
ved of your ſolieitude. Jou have proved this, by the numerous 
alue ¶ ¶ſacrifices Which you have already made, and you may hereafter 
make, No— nd, you are not = ſumen; you are French» 


the men —you are . everr.r icans. I undertake to convince go» 
ju vernment that it. has been deceived. | ; 
her tl At this moment, when the armies approach, when the go- 
r overgeniment” is mating every' prepatution for — . muſt 
-— woWcitizens, remove every ſuſpicion, by breaking” off all ddnnexion 


miſa ad communication with the: country which the repeblit<rs4A9uF: 
c attaek, and cover with its arms: you Will avoid every corre» 
75 M pondence, which; thougfi really innocent, might exwite · the jpa- 
oy of the government) and exuſt* intentions to be aſeribed td 
you which you have not, and which you are far from erſtertain- 
ing. This is one ſactifice more, but it is time to make it; and 
nme you will make it readily, becatiſe it is indiſpenſuble; becnuſeʒ by 
u fr d doing; you will prevent'hewinſinuations'from-ocraſioning new 
erors; becauſt it will bone proof mote of your devotion and 
wi your civiſm, Na | . 7 
A patrietſe loan · i- now optnet at Pxris. in order to aceele · 
nate the approaching invaſion. Already have the adniiniſtrations 
and the body; of: merctiants: a+ Paris! ſubſeribed ſeveral millions. 
A number of individuals in the departments are haſtening to fol- 
low this example. You will no doubt imitate them. 
Vor. VII. K Govern» 
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Government has left it to the merchants of Paris to fix them, 

| ſelves the moſt ſpeedy mode of repayment ; and they will them- 

ſelves aſſiſt the operation of it, which, as far as it appears at 
preſent, is by the produce of the poſtage of Calais. 

You will join your offering to mine of 100 franks, which! 
propoſe to add to thoſe already made. I ſhall tranſmit it to the 
municipal adminiſtration, who will keep an account of the names 
of the lenders. The whole ſum will be ſent off from Calais in 
ten days, and you will prove, that, ſo far from the gold of Eng- 
land being all-powerful with you, you can yourſelves lay donn 
money to humiliate and reduce it, 

I repeat it again, ſecond my efforts: do not reduce me to the 
cruel alternative of being obliged either to uſe ſeverity in the 
performance of my duty, or to betray it by a culpable indul 
gence, May I always be happy enqugh to be able to preclaim 
the civiſm and the virtues of my fellow-citizens, and never un- 
happy enough to proſecute the guilty at the expenſe of my own 
feelings. © 3 | 

No! citizens of Calais, you will ſtill be what you always 
have been—the friends of the country, of liberty, of equality, 
and of the conſtitution; and you will always gladly exclaim, 


Vive la republique ! | 
| (Signed 


) PiGAULT-MAUBAILLARCQ, 
Commiſſary of the Executive Director. 
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"Refelution propoſed by Villers ts the Cruncil of Five Hundred; ad 
adopted, reſpecting Ships, on the 11th January. 


Ss THE ſituation of all ſhips and veſſels, with regard to thei 
quality, as neuter or enemies, ſhall hereafter be deter- 
mined by their cargoes ; therefore, every veſſel found at fea, 
laden, or partly laden, with the produce or merchandiſe ol 
England, or of any of its — is declared a lawful 
prize, whpeyer be the proprietor of the ſaid produce or mer- 
chandiſe. 
2. No foreign veſſel, which in the courſe of her voyage may 
have entered an Engliſh port, ſhall be permitted to enter any 
port of the republic, -unleſs ſhe be in diſtreſs ; in which caſe, bt 
ſhall be obliged tg ſail as ſoon as the cauſes of her diſtreſs ſhall 
have ceaſed. | 
3. This refolution ſhall be ſent to the Council of Ancients, by 
2 meſſenget of ſtate. _ | 2 


[ The Council of Ancients approved of the reſolution.] 


Raum 


(6) | 
Report, by Ribu, to the Council of Five Hundred, 5, Pluvioſe (Jan: 
24), reſpecting the Treatment of French Priſoners in England *. 


YOUR committee has executed a moſt painful taſk. Thay 
are now to place before 2 eyes a ſeries of crimes at whi 
they have already ſhuddered to demand vengeance, in the 
name of outraged — againſt the Engliſh government —to 
intereſt, while they wound, your 8 in fine, to offer 
hoſe means which they regard as effectual for ſaving the nearly 
xhauſted lives of 22,000 republicans, entombed in the dungeons 

of England. Y 
T he Engliſh government has heaped the meaſure of oppreſ- 
jon, and the cries of death are raiſed againſt jt from the four 
quarters of the globe. It has every where ſuſtained, by gully 
neans, a power firſt eſtabliſhed by corruption or by treaſon; It 
eems to wiſh that rivers ſhould not flow but for the uſe of Eng- 
and—that the ſeas ſhould bear their veſſels only, and that all tha 
productions of the New World, and of the diſtant regions of Hin- 
joſtan, ſhould become the prey and the aliment of her univerſal 
ommerce. In' oppreſſed India, not a ſtep can be taken without 
Jiſcovering the- train, of Engliſh guilt. In that fair country, 
avoured of heaven, but deſolated by man, the Engliſh gave, a 
w years ago, a dreadful example how far deſpotiſm may go, 
#hen joined. with ayarice and inhumanity. To obtain the mer- 
handiſe of India at a better rate for England, the company of the 
atter coined rupees of gold to the amount of ſeveral millions, but 
nto which there entered at leaſt two-thirds of alloy. Thus the 
retched inhabitants were deceived and robbed in their ſales, But 
don after the Engliſh had put this falſe money into circulation, 
hey perceived that they muſt ſuffer themfelves, from its return in 
he way of commerce and of contribution. The Indians were, 
herefore, ordered to exchange theſe gold for filver rupees. They 
me with confidence to make this exchange, when the money 
hich was fabricated to rob them was taken only at its actual 
— immenſe loſs to the oppreſſed as great a gain to their 
ppreiiors, | ; 
A ſhort time afterwards, Bengal was afflicted with an horrible 
rought, Rice grew only in ſome parts, and. there in a ſmall 
antity. Of this the Engliſh took poſſeſſion ; they monopolized 
th avidity whatever proviſion was to be found, and held it in 
lerve for themſelves and their ſepoys. Thus ſecure, they diſ- 
uned to attend to a numerous people, who were threatened with 


— 
* 


The Engliſ government publiſhed an account of their treatment of 
ench priſoners, which our readers will find in a ſubſequent part of this - 
ume, and which proved the allegations of France to be totally un- 


unded. 
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- the approach of famine, It came, yore by deſpair, and 


niſhed Teas! Fhroe millions of men periſhed ! and their wretched u. 


| the hiſtorian of the two Indies (Raynal), we may reſent, but we 
an never be ſurpriſed at any conduQ of the Engliſh government, 


table! It belonged to that government, in fine, at that epoch, fe 


our ſoldiers?” 
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followed by the moſt fearful of deaths, For many days the In- 
dians, conſumed by hunger, but ſtill meek and ſuppliant, were 
ſeen wandering like plaintive ghoſts around thoſe fortreſſes whey 
their tyrants revelled in abundance. A vaſt filence foon reigned 
throughout : and the publie ways and places were covered with 
dead bodies, and the rivers rolled them by thouſands to the aſts- 


mains, abandoned without interment, ſe corrupted the atme. 
ſphere, as to creats a peſtilence, which had nearly deſtroyed thi 


unfortunate nation! 


- - 


On recollecting theſe facts, diſtinQtly and-eloquently ſtated by 


It is the excluſive tafk of that government to deceive, to cerruph, 
ta fow divifions, and to employ for their profit all the violent and 
moſt hateful paſſions of the human heart. It is their tafk » 
combat our revolution, after having contributed to excite it; u 
avenge the fall of the throne which they had previouſly weakened 
They it is who give an aſylum te the emigrants, and then cover 
them with humiliations—who. pretend to ſuccour theſe traitors 
and then eonſign them to death. They landed them at Quiberos 
and there not only abandoned them to the republican bayonets, Meer 
actually fired with grape-ſhot on thoſe who fought to fave them 
felves by returning to the veſſels which they alley deemed hoſpk 


glorious for Hoche and his brave companions in arms, to expo ure 
as privates the officers of the ancient royal marine, and, on thei 
fall, to fay, with a ſmile but ill diſguiſed, —« There the bel 
mariners of France have periſhed!” 3 

You muſt remember, citizens repreſentatives, the roisfor 
tunes which marked the firſt year of the republican zra—Lyon 
in a ſtate of inſurreQion—Marſeilles agitated Toulon ſurrendes 
ed—our magazines deſtroyed, and our ſhips either burned or car 
ried off by a perfidious enemy. A civil war was then kindjed i 
our territory; and the rebels were armed and furniſhed wit 
proviſions by England. The infamous Puiffaye, whom crop 
emigrants muſt hate and cowards deſpiſe—this confidential ages 
of Pitt was then organizing aſſaſſination in the weſtern 
partments: A | 

What ſhall J ſay of the ſufferings of your colonies, infli 
and'paid for by the Engliſh ? Am I now to ſpeak to you of tf 
dogs, formed into regiments, breaſted with ſpikes, and, after ha 
ing been ſtarved for the purpoſe, let looſe among the ranks ol 


It may ſeem. impoſſible to add to this long catalogue of the over 
atrocities; but the conduct of this government to their republic 
| 2 \ „ priſons 


(% ) 
ciſogers adds a darker ſhade to the picture, and muſt excite the 


ndignation of every civilized country. e 
From the commencement of the war, our prifoners were 


der ated. In deſpite of thoſe proper regulations agreed wy all 
Zned ations, they placed indifcriminately in the ſame priſon officery 
nd privates —a, cireumſtance productive of unpleaſant conſe- 


aſts: N vences, and injurious to diſcipline. When 'objeQions were 
.de to this abuſe, the agents of the court replied with a Sardonic 
tmo- ile,“ You are republicans, you wiſh for equality, and you 
n oſt therefore be treated equally.” They were fearful, hows 


ver, of repriſals, and ſoon after accepted the parole of our 
ſhcers, | or 
Their hatred, however, ſtill manifeſts itſelf with reſpe& to 
ur privateers; and certainly not without reaſon; for if the 
ational marine has hitherto been in a ſtate of nullity, the auxili- 
ry marine of our cruiſers has inflited ſome fatal blows on the 
pritiſh commerce. That government has, in conſequence, made 
diſtinction between the officers commanding in national veſſels 
nd thoſe of privateers. The latter have ſtill the melancholy pri- 
lege of being moſt ill treated, and are confined in the ſame 
jungeous With their failors. ov 4 

We might make a volume of the acts of cruelty which have 
een inflicted on our fellow-citizens, in the unhealthy priſons in 
rhich they are crowded, Some are confined in old ſhips, others 
n ill- conſtructed huts, where they are expofed to damp and cold : 
ven ſtraw is refuſed to them, and they are compelled to he in 
nire and ordure. They are called by the moſt infulting appelſa- 
ions, and, on their appearance before a licentious populace, dirt 
> flung. in-their faces. They are beaten, and even thot, on the 
malleſt pretext. ; n go PU 

Theſe faQs are proved; they are ſtated in a great number of 
japers referred. to your committee. Judge of them by that. I 
about to read, and which is not of the moſt afflicting tenor. 
here are ſome: of them, the reading of which you could not 
polltbly endure, | | 
[The reporter then-proceeded to read à long letter front the 
d ners of privateers, captains and officers, at Nantz, eontaining 
detail of thoſe enormitics to which in his ſpeeth he had alluded. 
. Amongſt other inſtances this letter mentioned, that an Englick 
oldier, for his amuſement, had fired at a French priſoner, and 
dot him dead: an Engliſh commiſſary was ſent for, but inftantly* 
tired, after coolly ſaying, It is only A Frenchman!” —Again, 
hat a female who had lain in; was ſuffered to remain for forty= 
ight hours, without being able to procure a glaſs of water! 


prernment!” ,-The members immediately aroſe, waved their 


F 


1 
* 


* Vengeance !” crics the reporter, „ vengeance againſt tis cruel = 


( 76,) 
hits; and in concert with the galleries, repeated tire cry of 


« Vengeance!”] SOT 

Riou then moved the following reſolutions : 21555 

That the Executive Directory ſhall inſtantly take the neceſſary 
meaſures, to inſure the proviſionment, maintenance, and conſo- 
Jation in their illneſs, of the French citizens, now priſoners i 
England: ke A e 75 
That they are authorized, for this purpoſe, to take the neeel. 
ſary ſums from the moſt diſpoſable part of thoſe funds which u 
aſſigned to unforeſeen expenſes; and, if this reſource ſhould ne 
be ſufficient, to make it up from the amount of the patriotic 
_ donations. | N 


The Batavian Conftituent Aſſembly to the Batavian People. 
Fellow-citizens, | 


THE day has arrived, when, for the ſecond time, ou liberty 

was to be defended, when the independence of this republie 
was to be protected againſt the violent attacks of ſedition, when, 
at length, the exploſion of a plan as baleful as artfully contrived, 
was to be prevented by the vigorous meaſures employed by your 
faithful repreſentatives for the ſafety of the country ; meaſures, 
without which, you would groan under heavier chains than you 
had ever carried; meaſures commanded by imperious neceſſity; 
meaſures which we have been compelled to adopt by the criminal 
conduct of thoſe men, who, though enemies to the fundamental 
principles of our laſt revolution, have conſtantly combined to hold 
in their hands the reins of government. It was time to fill up 
this abyſs, dug between the conſtituted government, and the 
ſhapeleſs federaliſm of ſome people united in appearance, but each 
regarding only his own particular intereſt; ' Our country has often 
felt the baleful effects of ſuch an order of things: it is owing to it; 
that you never know your own proper ſtrength: it is to it that 
England is indebted for the means of forming among you internal 
diviſions: It is it that has chained down, nay, that has even extin- 
| oy 209 a courage otherwiſe ſv intrepid, and that patriotic ſpim 
o frequently manifeſted, It is owing to it, in fine, that each 
page of our annals is filled with baleful events; and it is thi 
which would bring us back inſenſibly to the deteſtable govern» 
ment of the Stadtholder, and which would make us to regret 
thoſe chains which we have broken, with the aſſiſtance of out 
faithful allies, and at the price of the greateſt ſacrifices, It was 
time to remove all obſtacles, and to organize every thing neceſſary 
for the attainment of a fixed order of things. It was time to put 
an end to that ſtate of confuſion and uncertainty, which for three 


years has ſtopt up the ſources of our happineſs, and conducted vs 
2 : to 
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o the brink of the precipice which we have juſt this moment 

ſcaped. It was time to direct our attention to a danger, which 
e patience and indulgence of the French people ſo long endured, 
boſe attachment is not cooled, notwithſtanding the intrigues 
mployed by a wicked faction to alienate them from us. It was 
ime to render illuſive all the attacks upon your liberty, attacks 
hich were every day renewed, It was time to render uſeleſs 


decel. de plans of thoſe who, with a view of ſelf-aggrandizement, have 
h a adeavoured to ſupport the federal regime, and to render the revo- + 
d net tion, ſo ſalutary in its principles, not only illuſory for you, but 
rote en pernicious in its effects. It was time that the oath, which 


as made for the ſafety of the country—an oath, which many 
ronounced with a falſe heart—an oath lately renewed in your 
reſence, ſhould be realized by your true friends. For thoſe, 
en, who have no object but the general good, and to point out 
d the country the means of repairing the evils which cunning and 
eaſon have cauſed ; for thoſe, then, there is no other line of 


ben Pondudt to adopt, but to deprive thoſe wicked beings of the means 
udlic injuring you again. The plan of eſtabliſhing the reign of 
— me patrician families upon the ruins of the government of the 
FIVE, 


adtholder, by attempting to oppreſs the real friends of their 
untry, of extinguiſhing. their courage, and depriving them of 
rength to oppoſe tyranny ; the plan of ſubjecting you to the in- 


Joa portable yoke of an elective ariſtocracy, under the name of a 
ſity ; ppular government by repreſentation, and making you embrace 
_ ſhametul ſlavery, by giving you nothing but the ſhadow of 
enta 


berty—this wicked plan, ſo clearly expreſſed in the form of 
te conſtitution which you have juſt rejected, was never loſt fight 
; On the contrary, it became more and more dear to all its ad- 
rents; and the only difference between it and the attempts 
therto made for the ſame purpoſe, is an increaſe of artifice and 
olence. It was reſerved for the French republicans to ſecond 
e projects of true republicans, to extricate you a ſecond time 
om the gulf into which they would have plunged you. We had 
d alternative between the laſt political criſis and the proſpe& of 


xtin- Wing liberty for ever enchained ; and what patriot could heſitate 
ſpim WW moment in his choice? Yes, Batavians, we are ſeen in the 
— el neceſſity of putting in a ſtate of arreſt ſeveral members o 


dur repreſentative aſſembly, and of removing others from the 


ern” ernment, not with a view to injure them, or proſecute them 
get hr their conduct, for we are too well convinced of the baneful 
our nſequences of a reign of terror; but to prevent them from un- 
wo Fr mining the foundations of our laſt political revolution, and, by 
fary ſtroying all abſtacles, to direct your attention to, a regular order 
* things, for the purpoſe of deſtroying deſpotiſm, and ſhutting 


t all acceſs to anarchy ; a meaſure which will cement the ſafety 
the Batavian republic, and render it as uſeful to its allies, as 
formidable 
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formidable to its enemies. Do we offer you an exagperated ping 
of the ſtate of things? Have we recourſe to'calurany to infpin 
you with hatred towards honeft men? Oy, do we render hom 
to truth? The attacks upon civil liberty, are they not mani 
Are not the protect ion and favour ſhown to the Houſe of Orany 
well known? Was it not enough to be a patriot, to-be deſpiſe 
and rejected? Have they neglected any means of 72 
1 


public ſpirit? And has not the organization of the troops 
land been a long time the ſource of complaints? Have they 1 
epdeavonred in your repreſentative. aſſemblies to defend" the cor 
mittee of — Have not ſeveral of your governors ſhameful 
combated the lenity of the republic ?—the ſole means of rendering 
us happy at home, and powerful abroad, Have they not retard 
by every. poſſible means the formation of the national guard; t 
| bulwark of liberty, as formidable to deſpots as falutary to th 
happinels of the people? e 
ls not commerce with our natural enemy tolerated? What 
we ſay ?— Is it not protected, in deſpite of the laws Is it 1 
fuffered, in various places, to employ the armed force, to. ſſi 
the voice of the citizens, and to maintain with vigour an inſobe 
deſpotiſm? Have they not employed the treaſures of the 
thoſe treaſures amaſſed at the price of your ſweat and your blue 
to corrupt every thing, to make you accept, at the point af 
bayonet, a conſtitution. which you have rejected with indignatit 
Have they not, in every roſpect, given vile egotiſts an aſſuram 
of impunity ? Have they not 2 — few individuals to es 
rich themſelves with the fruits of your labours, which you emp 
in coffers no ſooner filled than exhauſted'? Are not theſe nouril 
ed by the blood and tears of the orphan and the widow'? H 
they not raſhly, without any neceſſity, and even againſti the i 
tention ofithe French govornment, expoſed the national navy; tl 
weak remains of our former grandeur, to deſttudion? Hawe 
not recenly remarked the deteſtable efforts put in practice, to 
ive us of the means of re-eſtabliſhing our maritime force? 
if the government had not been changed, would not the plan 
effectually ſucceeded? Has not the public oredit been ſhaken! 
meaſures as impolitic as perfidious? Have we not ſeen the diſ 
ent provinces openly oppoſe the will of the national! repreſent 
tives? and are not the latter tors to pieces: by the ſpirit-of par 
Are they not rendered contemptible by the want of energy 2 
have they not, by half meaſures, broken the ties of adminilt 
tion? Ah! while all this paſſes under your eyes, and the loß 
the republic becomes inevitable by the continuation of theſe hom 
the national ſpirit will never awake from its lethargic ſleep. M 
you not all arm to combat the enemies of your happineſs, am 
cruſh them, if they obſtinately perſiſt in their: deſigns? 
deicendants of thoſe heroes, who, without any other means 
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courage, exterminated the whole Spaniſh power, ſhall they be 
intimidated by che vain meaſures of a band of tyrannical egotiſts? 
ſhall they infamouſly hide themfelves, when preparations are 
making to give a mortal ſtab to liderty? And we, repreſentatives, 
obſerving theſe odious enterpriſes, how can we be juſtified before 
you, before our children, if we were to remain longer unmoyed? 
Should we not be worthy of being compared to thoſe deſpicable 
beings, who ſeek to raiſe their power on your ruin, and whom, 
by our vigorous meaſures, we have at length deſtroyed? Will 
not our memory ever flouriſh in the annals of time? Na, no, 
Batavians; we will ſwear upon the altar of liberty, upon which 
the people of the Low Countries have already made offerings 
while others ſtill continue ſlaves; we will fwear by our general 
intereſt, by the proſperity of our children, by the happineſs of 
poſterity, that we will never fuffer either Ga or anarchy. | 
We will all ſwear to ſnatch the country from its ſtate of op- 
preſſion, and to ſpare no ſacrifice to ſucceed. We will prove, by 
our conduct, that we cheriſh civil liberty as much as we abhor 
liceniiouſneſs. 
Range yourſelves around the general adminiſtration, to ſupport 
it in every meaſure which may be judged neceſſary to attain this 
grand object: thus we ſhall ſoon obtain a good conſtitution, founded 
upon the eternal principles of nature, fuſceptible of no change, and 
on which alone ſhall be built our political happineſs. | | 
Thus we will ſilence calumny, and make our adverſaries bluſh; 
thus we will evidently prove to the greateſt, the moſt courageous 
of all people, that it was not in vain they ſyccoured us, in order 
to eaſe us of the yoke by which we were curbed. We will proye 
that Batavia is worthy a fraternal alliance with this nation. Thus 
will Europe again know us the worthy, deſcendants of thofe Bata- 
vians who defended liberty, when the whole univerſe bent the 
knee to the power of domineering Rome. Soon will it acknow- - 
ledge, in the preſent generation, the ſame people who formerly 
ſhook the throne of Philip; the ſame people who, by their 
courage and valour, ſo extended their poſſeſſions in other parts of 
the globe, that the ſun, in its regular courſe, always ſhane upon 
Batavia, in the one or the other ef a people who com- 
bated the moſt formidable powers in the world; wha forced the 
commerce of the whole univerſe to unite in its ſtates; who held 
in their hands the political balance, and bore their ſceptre on the 
ocean, Batavians, it is to this degree of greatneſs that we mult 
return, by means of a good and wiſe conſtitution. But never 
ſhall we return to it, if the order of things, or rather that ſyſtg- 
matic diſorder which for two years enſnared us, continues to 
exiſt, The monſter federaliſm, little different from. the hydra of 
the ancients, can only be conquered by an effprt, which ſhall 
deſtroy, at one blow, all its heads, This great blow is about to 
ol. VII, L. * be 
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be ſtruck - already the monſter agonizes, but its laſt convulſions Wi ©! 
may ſtill be dangerous, and we muſt provide againſt them. No u 
ſociety can exiſt without order. It is above all important that Wl i 
there ſhould be no troubles during an intermediatory government. v 
Let every one then ſubmit to the orders preſcribed to the govern- Ii. 
ment. Let them be perſuaded that the momentary ſacrifice of 
ſome part of our civil liberty has no other object than that of pro- 
curing us a good conſtitution, and of aſſuring us the entire en- 
joyment of liberty. | | 

All the conſtituted authorities ſhall continue their preſent ope- 
rations, until the neceſſary changes, in a manner regular, and 
conformable to the general good. The ſoi-diſant proviſional ad. 
miniſtrations, or conſtituted authorities, in the different provinces, 
and the regencies in the different cities, diſtricts, or W 2s 
well as the adminiſtrations of dykes, rivers, and bridges, ſhall be 
continued till this period, and ſhall be ſubject and reſponſible to 
the executive power, | 

The committee of juſtice ſhall remain proviſionally upon thei 
preſent footing; and there ſhall be no change. All officers, 
mayors, procurators of communes, and public accuſers, ſhall 
proviſienally continue the exerciſe of their functions, and ſhall 
purſue, with redoubled actiyity, all diſturbers of peace and order, 
whatever maſk they may aſſume. Perſons and property ſhall be 
protected from every inſult, The law which exiſts in this reſpet 
| ſhall remain in force, and ſhall be rigorouſly executed; commerce 

ſhall be protected; and every one ſhall enjoy that ſafety which i 
the foundation of all ſocial union. No inhabitant of provinces 
ſtill exiſting, no community, ſociety, or corporation, ſhall unite 
for the purpoſe of making, collectively, to this aſſembly, or to 
the executive power, any demand or petition ; but every Batavia 
Citizen ſhall be permitted to propoſe his opinions, and defend hit 
| Intereſts. 

Thus this new order of things will be eſtabliſhed without diff- 
culty or confuſion, and the object which has rendered it neceſſar), 
will be completely fulfilled. Thus the ardent views of the true 
Batavians are about to be accompliſhed, and a good and wiſe con- 
ſtitution will conſolidate our happineſs, fulfil the wiſhes of ou 
allies, and render us formidable to our enemies. | 

Batavians, it is to arrive at this ſalutary object that the aſſemb 
of your repreſentatives have this day formed themſelves into 
conſtituent body, repreſenting the Batavian nation, under th 
preſidency of citizen H, Midderich, and has named proviſionally 
for its ſecretaries citizens Adr. Ploos, Van Amſtel, L. C. Vonk 
N. F. Van Bennekom, and the ſecretary of the ci-devant nationd 
aſſembly, citizen J. Van Haeften. We will order each of thelt 
to reſpect the Ggnature of the temporary preſident, as well as thi 
of one of his ſecretaries, or his ſucceſſors ; and to obey and follow al 

4 


( 2s 1 


Ions orders and commands ſo ſigned, as emanating from us. All peti- 
tions, before they are addreſſed to the conſtituent aſſembly, repre- 
ſenting the Batavian nation, and all ſentences of colleges, charged 
with the adminiſtration of juſtice throughout the Batavian repub+ 
lic, ſhall be henceforth in the name of the Batavian nation. 

This ſhall be publiſhed and poſted up every where according 
to cuſtom. We order and charge the conſtituted authorities of 
the Batavian republic, who remain in their functions, to give the 
neceſſary orders, that our intentions in fhis reſpect may be exe- 
cuted. 


t ope- 
„ Done and decreed by the ſaid aſſembly at the Hague, the 22d 
al ad: of January 1798, the 4th year of Batavian liberty, 

inces, 55 H. Mipp zich, Preſident, 
es, 1 Under is written, by order of the latter, 

all de (Signed) W. F. Van BEnNzKOM. . 


— —— 


6— — — — 


— 


Proclamation publiſhed at Venice on the 19th Jan. 1798. 
Venetians, ; 


AFTER ſuch great agitations, your deſtiny is, at length, 


order, fixed, - It is with reaſon you rejoice at this happy event. 
all be Under the dominion of our auguſt ſovereign, the Emperor, you 
eſpet WY will enjoy the felicity which your wiſe conduct has merited, and 
mere which your new form of government will ſecure more and more. 
ich ü Meanwhile, General Count de Wallis, commander of his Ma- 
vinces AY jeſty's army in Italy, has ordered that the preſent proviſional go- 


vernment ſhall remain in aQivity, and be compoſed of five mem- 
ders in addition to the committee of police. The civil and cri- 
minal authorities, and alſo thoſe belonging to the finances, are 
to continue in the. ſame ſtate, Matters are to continue on the 


ſame footing until his Majeſty ſhall otherwiſe ordaia. 


— _ —— — 


— 


— 


— 


Proclamation publiſhed at Verona on the 22d January, by Antoine 
Count Mi any oy General of the Armies of his Imperial Ma- 
Jeſty. | | 
HAVE learnt, with the moſt lively grief, that many perſong 

in the city were yeſterday moleſted and injured. I am more 

than aſſured of the affection and good diſpoſition of theſe coun» 
tries; and I hope that the exceſſes committed laſt night will not 
again take place; and I wiſh to believe they have only been pro- 
duced by a miſtaken zeal. I deſire the repoſe, happineſs,” and 

lafety of every individual. 8 
No one has a right to do himſelf juſtice; it belongs to the gg» 

vernment, and I ſhall take 1 it ſhall be exerciſed, 3 

2 25 
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of this proclamation is to invite, and to order, under the ſe. 

vereſt pains, all the inhabitants to abſtain from inſulting, in any 
ſhape, by meetings or clamours, the true ſubjects of his Ma. 
jeſty. Numerons patroles ſhall be commanded to preſerve public 
order. I flatter myſelf that the people of Padua will reſpett my 
orders, and will not force ine to puniſh diſturbers, and particy- 
larly the ſecret inſtigatots of the troubles, 
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. Proclamation publiſhed un the'2d Februnm, at Padua. 


BY order of Generalifſimo Count de Wallis, the aulie 'dtpart 
ment of Juſtice and general police of Padua. 
The intention of his —— Majeſty is to preſerve the pub- 
lic tranquillity and the moſt perfe diſcipline, /in order to aſſure 
to his new ſubjects the ſafety of their perſons and enjoyment d 
their property. Conſequently, he prohibits all meetings, all 
rivate injuries, libels, and provocations which may be made by 
bis ſubjects, of whatever religion or country. 
He likewiſe prohibits every one from bearing fire- arms or 
flrords, unter the accuſtomed penalties in his Majeſty's ſtates, 
| Whoever ſhall dare to difobey the prefent order, ſhall be 
immediately punifhed by the military commandant, who hal 
"equally watch over the diſturbers of the public repoſe and fecre 
inſtigators, 4 whom the police ſhall act vigorouſſy. 
Whoever ſhall reſiſt the armed force ſhall be puniſhed with 
wy | | * 


1 e Cs —_— a>. As... — OO <a " 3 p "oY 4 WT” 


" 4 
— — — 


Luler from the General in Chief Harry, to M. 4 Bartels, Un. 
mander of Manheim, dated from Head Quariers at Mam, 
F. 70 . 6. - ] 


THE Executive Directory have given me orders to declare tv 
the Etector Palatine, and to you, Sir, who command the 
traops in Manheim, that they demand the moſt ſpeedy ſatisſac - 
tion, as well on account of the reſiſtance which has been of- 
fered to us in attempting to take poſſeſſion of the Tete du Pont 
at Manheim, and the other poſts on the left bank of the Rhins, 
as on account of the conſequences of that refiſtance ; and that 
they require that ſatisfaction be made to the French foldiers who 
mov been wounded, and to the relations of ſuch as have bet 
ed. 5 
The Executive Directory, in the firm perfuaſion that m 
delay will take ug in making ſuch ſatisfaction, ſuſpend all hoF 
ülides; but if the Elector Palatine ſhall not explain his condud 


\ 


„ 
to theſe points in 2 moſt ſpeedy and ſatisfa®ory manner to 


e ſe. 

1 any e French republic, I ſhall be obliged to recommence hofti- 
Ma. ies. | 

bh q (Signed) Harzy. 

A my 3 . = 1 


ubance of 4 Proclamation publifhed at Ergoul om the 5th Feb. 
1798, by General Shauenboury, Commander in 'Chizf of the Army 
m the Frontiers of Switzerland, to his Army. k 


HAT the troops are to make no more conqueſts, but only to 

ſupport the efforts of the friends of liberty againſt expiring 
riſtocracy, which, in a ſederative republic, affefts the privi- 
ges of monarchy, and veviles the deſcendants of William Tell, 
nder the title of ſubjects. To fulfil this object, he hopes that 
e defenders of the country will prove, by their conduR, that 
he French, terrible in battle, are humane and generous towards 
he people who unite with them in friendſhip ; that diſorder wall 


de by leverely puniſhed, and that obedience to the chiefs, roſpett 
1s oi” the laws, and ſentiments of humanity, will be inculcated. 

es, — — - - — 
wy LiBERTY—EQUALITY. 

fecrt The French Republic, one and indiviſible. 

| with PROCLAMATION. 


inne Foſeph Flipolite Mallartie, General in Chief, Govermr-Gene- 
ral of the Iſle of France and of the Reunion, and Commandant- 
General of the French Eſtabliſhments to the Eaſt of the Cape of 
Cd Hope. 5 


Citizens, N 


NO WING for many years your zeal and attachment for the 


are to intereſt and glory of our republic, we are very impatient, 
nd the Wind conſider it a duty to make known to you the propoſitions that 
tisſac e have received from Tippoo Sultaun, by two ambaſſaders 
n of- Thich he had ſerut to us. This prince has written particular let- 
Pont ers to the colonial aſſombly, and to all the generals employed in 
Thins, bat government: he has likewiſe addreſſed to us a packet for the 


Executive Directory. d 

Firſt. He demands to make an alliance, offenſive and defen- 
live, with the French, propoſing to maintain at his charge, as 
ong as the war ſhall continue in India, the troops they can ſend 


at 00 im. | F 
1 hot Second. He promiſes to,furnifh every neceſſary for that war, 
2 xcept wine and brandy, of Which he finds himſelf abſolutdy 


deſtitute, 


Third. 


/ 


a 03 


Third, That all preparations are made ready to receive 
ſuccours which they ſhall give to him; and on the arrival of | 
troops, the chiefs and officers ſhall find every thing neceſſary 
carry on a war that Europeans are little accuſtomed to. 

Fourth. Finally, he only waits the moment when the Frend 
ſhall come to his aid, to declare war againſt the Engliſh, arden 
wiſhing to drive them from India. 

As it is impoſſible for us to reduce the number of the 10% 
and 108th regiments, and de la garde ſoldie du Port de la Fra 
nite, on account of the aſſiſtance we have ſent our allies 
Dutch, we invite the citizens voluntarily to embody themſelves; 
their reſpective 3 — to ſerve under the colours 
Tippoo. This prince deſires alſo to have the citizens of col 
freemen ; and we invite all thoſe who wiſh to ſerve under his ba 
ners, to enrol themſelves, | 

We can aſſure all the citizens who wiſh to enrol themſely 
that Tippoo will make advantageous treaties, which will contin 
with his ambaſſadors who may engage for themſelves, beſides 
the name of their ſovereign, in ſuch way, that the French, u 
ſhall have taken part in his armies, ſhall not be retained when the 
wiſh to return back to their country. 

Done this 10th Pluvioſe (29th Jan.), the 6th year oft 
French republic. 


(Signed) MALLARTII. 
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Letter from his Excellency M. de Sandos Rollin » Pruſſian Minifter 
Paris, to the Regency at Cleves, 


Gentlemen, 5 | Paris, Feb. 18. 
THE miniſter for foreign affairs this moment informs me, th 

the Directory has ordered the French commiſſioner, Citize 
Rudler, to diſcontinue every meaſure tending to organize ye 
provinces. - This ſtep, which proves the uprightneſs of the Di 
rectory, has been adopted in conſequence of my having exp 
tulated on the above meaſures. 


I therefore haſten to acquaint you with it, and remain, 
x - (Signed) DE SanDos ROLLIN 


— 


Decree of the Executive Directory, publiſhed on the 24th Feb. 


1. THE miniſter of the marine and the colonies ſhall immed 

ately repair to Breſt, to forward the naval operations 
dered in that port by the Executive Directory, reſpecting the & 
pedition againſt England. He ſhall alſo viſit thoſe of other po 


with all convenient ſpeed. 
| 72. 
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. The miniſters of juſtice and of marine are reſpeQively _ 
al of HM arged with the execution of the preſent decree, which ſhall be 


inted. 


(Signed) P. BArRas, Preſident, _ 
2 LAGARDE, Secretary Gen. 


—_ 


—— 


N. cecutive Directory. Decree of the 11th Germinal (3 March). 


Fra 

llies HE Executive Directory having ſeen the reports that have 
ſelves} been addreſſed to it by the miniſter of marine and the colo- 
ours i; during his journey to Breſt, and conſidering that the want of 
F coloofcert between the operations of the land and naval armies 
his du ined for the expedition againſt England, may impede their ce- 


ity and prevent their ſucceſs, has decreed as follows: 

iſt, General Buonaparte ſhall repair to Breſt in the courſe of 
ontim 7 decade, to take upon him the command of the army 
England. 

d. He'in charged with the direction of all the forces, both by 
d and ſea, deſtined for the expedition againſt England. 

3d. The miniſters of war and of the marine, each in his reſpec- 
ſituation, are charged with its execution. 
(Signed) Malix, Preſident, 

Tn. LAGARDE, Secretary Gen. 


— — — _— — 


Arret iſſued by the Executive Directory on the 25th Feb. 1798. 
LL Engliſh priſoners of war, without exception, ſhall be 


. 18, confined in priſon ; and theſe repriſals ſhall laſt until the 
pliſh government, liſtening to the dictates of humanity, and 
on las of nations, treats the French priſoners in that manner 


hich has hitherto conſtantly been obſerved between civilized na- 
ns. All the Engliſh priſoners ſhall be impriſoned in the de- 
ment of Seine and Oiſe, Seine and Marne, Aiſne and Loiret. 
he anterior regulation, purſuant to which the above priſoners 
ere to be removed into the interior, to the diſtance of fifteen 
ppucs from the coaſt and frontiers, is hereby annulled. 


22 
— _ — ed 


arch of Garat, the French Ambaſſador to the Court of Naples, 
when preſented to his Majeſty, on the 8th May 1798. 


OU have had evidence, Sire, that the firſt object of my miſ- 

lion is, to maintain the peace which has been eſtabliſhed be- 
ten your Majeſty and the French republic. That object is, to 
riſh all the ſentiments of reciprocal confidence, which alone 
cap 


(a } 
can render peace always more permanent and more advantage, 
between two powers. | 
You likewiſe have occaſion to fee that the principles of the [ 
rectory of the French republic, in its relations with the other 
tions of KEurope, arc the ſama with thoſe which, under the Fre 
conſtitution, unite Frenchmen to Frenchmen—the ſame with t 
principles of juſtice. Occurrences which have fitled Europe w 
their {plendour, juſtify this teſtimony which I bear to the [ 
rectory of my republic. The peace which has been granted, 
the moment of our higheſt glory, and the moſt complete develoy 
ment of our force, to nations which preſented to the victon 
longer obſtacles to be ſurmounted, but advantages to be enjoy 
the independence and the liberty which fave been beſtowed ug 8 
nations in the midſt of the thunder which threatened them wi 
the yoke of a conqueror; new treaties of alliance formed with g 
vernments founded on principles hoſtile to the republican ſyſten 
and that ſignal political roleration, the only means, the 01 
pledge of peace to the preſent generation of Europe, eltabliſ 
as a part of the conſtitution which has for ever fhielded the ſod 
ſyſtem in France from all dangers, by rendering it more. capi 
of every attack: — ſuch, Sire, are the features of the new gove 
ment of France : they are the attributes of force moderating ith 
ſtopping even at the point when it is juſtice ipvincible which 
 fGgns to itfelf limits which nothing on earth could impoſe, 
Such diſtinguiſhed qualities naturally invited to peace wit 
French republic all the powers which can appreciate and reſpe 
virtues fo uſefu} to the earth. From this, Sire, it happet 
that your Majeſty was one of the firſt to ſue for peace fi 
France. ſer 
The time is come, Sire, when, under every government, tht 
who govern are known, appreciated, judged by all Europe. 
eyes and the ears of nations are now in the palaees of kings, 
well as in the national affemblies and directories of repul 
This public obſervation, too, penetrating into your heart, Hud - 
diſcovers all the ſentiments which are the germs of the virtue lacec 
that taſte for ſimple manners which in every age has diſtinguiogg | 
well-formed and elevated fouls, and which muſt be deeply rout 
and original to be oy preferved upon a throne ; the habit of nne 
quently withdrawing from the vain 2 of a court, to exan 
into the wants of a people, and to culiivate their affection. 
Your perſonal averlion for the complicated forms of juſtice, 
your harror for cruel laws, have every where been diſplayed in con 
efforts you have made, from the beginning of your reig% at 
fimplify the one and to correR the other. . 
| The Directory of the French republic, Sire, not only will 
live at peace with you, but invite you to unite, by all the bans 
amity, the people whom you govern, and that * laws! 
5 | oh os miniſt 
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M290 miniſter 3 but, between nations as between individuals, frignd- 
* the e ſoppoſes or produces a reciprocal exchange. of bene he 

her e 09, Which, you. are already united with my republic, 
e ess, Sire, will produce, and it is the wiſh. of the Directory 
Tien they ſhould produce, treaties which ſhall open between the 
witht o nations a communication of their reſpectiye riches, 
An enlightened policy dictates ſuch a conduct; and nature, by 
being the two nations on the Thores of the ſame ſea, pre- 
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pe 
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evelo A nation which; above all others, would have little intercourſe 
dan in that ſea, were not, or ought not, every ſea the common do- 
ohe nn of all nations; a nation, which; by the genius ſuited to its 
— anon, might ſhare with France the glory and the happineſs of 


ing the light and the example of the world, -and which, miſled, 


wm r hurried away by its government, has attempted to convert that 
* och it calls liberty into the means of impoſing ſervitude on 
10 ry king, and every people; this pation, by the deſpotiſm of 


ts commerce, has tog long ſuppreſſed all kinds of commercial in- 
courſe between Naples and, France. This deſpotiſm ap. 
waches its termination, and the deſire you muſt feel to for the 
ople of the Two Sicilies increaſe in every ſort of proſperity, 
hich ſo benignant a climate and ſo fertile a ſoil ought ta enſure, 
uſt induce you, Sire, to connect their induſtry with the induſtry 
France, by which ĩt may be improved and fertilized, rather than 
ith that of England, by which it is extinguiſhed, . 
It is by the diffuſion of bleſſings that governments ſucceed i 
nnquillizing the anxieties of nations; i. the. examples both of 
cient and modern times bear witneſs, that violence. has neyer 
reſerved a government for any length of time, but that, it 
pidly produced their ruin, and multiplied their falls. Even in 
he very enthuſiaſm of its infant liberty, the French republic be- 


he 


ld the ſhocking ſyſtem of terror on the point of Syctwhelmitlh 
PU ry, and all the hopes it inſpired in the blood of Frerichitien : 


nd at the preſent day, when generoſity and clemency have dif- 

laced that hideous item : now that the enemies of our laws are 

o longer condemned by them only to live under othet Faws, all 

de virtues, and all kinds of vroddacity; begin to dawn upon 

rance under the influence of this mild regime. | 

This language, Sire, is the language the moſt conſonant to 
whi 


g t | ich is ſaid to be ſo cotigenial to your. heart and 
pw is alſo a language that becomes the repreſentative of à republic; 


come all powerful by the means of liberty, and wife by the 
Cates of its misfortunes. The Directory was defirous to ad- 
tels this language to your Majeſty, It has choſen me to be 
ie interpretet᷑ of its will at your Majeſty's court it is not becauſe 

ſend me ſauntering under the porticos of favour and ambi- 
a, that the Directory has inclined their attention ta niak? 
Vor. VII. M choice 


(82) 
chcice of me for this extraordinary miſſion; I have but 'ran 
lived remote from the peaceful ſilence of the country, or fiom 
lyceum or the porticos of philoſophy; and when the courſe fg 
volutions, and the will of a republic, ſend me to reſide at y 
Majeſty's court, inveſted with a title, and charged with à miſfe 
which may prove uſeful to ſeveral ſtates, imagination recalls tot 
mind the memory of thoſe antique times when, from the boſomq 
the Grecian republics, philoſophers, 'whoſe celebrity was borrow! 
only from their powers of thought, arrived in theſe very region 
on this very continent, on thefe very iſlands, to expreſs the 
- wiſhes for the happineſs of the human race: many of them hu 
ceeded in doing much good, and all were anxious to do it. 
wiſhes I breathe can have no other object; nor have J recein 
a miſſion of à different nature from the Directory of the Frene 
republic. | $4 n N 
Such are the wiſhes which ſhould be poured into the hearts 
all governments, by every voice that can addrefs itſelf to the | 
man breaſt, in the name of heaven; and in the name of nat 
and in theſe realms, where you reign amidſt the moſt ſtriking 
aſtoniſhing phenomena of the heavens -and'of the earth; in th 
land, a magnificent pile, ruins accumulated by the revolutions 
the globe; in the view of theſe volcanos, whoſe ever open 1 
ever ſmoking mouths make us reflect on the burning, lava wb 
they have vomited, and which they will again vomjt; it appen 
to me, Sire, that under Whatever denomination of government 
may live, whether republican or monarchical, we ought- to fe 
the moſt” ardent impatience to ſignalize, by ſome ſolid and d 
rable benefit to mankind, an exiſtence which is fo tranſitory at 
ment 10) "HH 0 | F 2 oP 


precarious. 79 
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Speech addre ed to the Queen of Naples, * * 20% Floredl /o 
May), by Citizen Garat, Ambaſſator of the French Republic 


. the Court of Naples. 


Madam, 75 of Late . 
I YESTERDAY laid before the King of the Two Sicilie 
his Majeſty, your huſband, the intentions of the Directory of u 
republic, reſpecting the maintenance of peace and good unde 
ſtanding, and I received the wiſhes of his Majeſty for the cont 
nuation of that harmony which is ſo neceſſary for the preſervail 
of his power. You, Madam, will be pleaſed to cheriſh in 
heart of your huſband ſuch ſentiments as may likewiſe contri 
to your perſonal happineſs and tranquillity. 
France is accuſtomed to diſcover in the princes of the Houſe 
Auſtria, a great number of thoſe principles and thoſe views w 
the is anxious to convert into inſtruments for bringing to 


/ * 


(; gi; ); 


vn ſocial order, and promoting the happineſs of nations. -Your- 
| other, the Emperor Joſeph, when ſcarcely ſeated on the Impe- 
em lg. throne, impreſſed on the general mind throughout his vaſt do- 
inions, a philoſophic movement which made ſuperſtition tremble; 
its deepeſt foundations, and ID the introduction of ſeveral 
ſeful changes in every branch of adminiſtration ; and this head 
s to lh: the Empire was proud to boaſt of having drawn his information 
d his knowledge from the philoſophical writers of France. 
rroveopold, his and your brother, Madam, exhibited, in very cir- 
Sen micribed dominions, the moſt illuſtrious examples to the imita- 
on of great empires; and France may well claim the right of 
inking that ſhe was not inactive or unanxious in promoting the 
pod which mafikind has derived from the economical principles 
ce opted by that Prince, who took a pleaſure in bearing her this ho- 
SMurable teſtimony, _ , | | | | 
Theſe recollections, Madam, are the only ones which I ſhall; 
carts ld deeply engraven on your heart. The ambaſſador of the 
the Wl-nch republic entertains a hope that the pacific communications 
hich he has juſt made, will drown the remembrance of prejudices 


ing ug arofe from events ill related in France itſelf, -and ſtill more 
in OS: foured by all the tongues. that have repeated them in Europe: 
tions Ol partaking in theſe truly auguſt ſentiments with your huſband, 
den mu will render yourſelf ſtill more dear to his heart, and you will 
4 wh cur, Madam, in perpetuating. between two nations, a peace 
2 kich may influence, in more than one reſpect, the peace of all 
1 other nations of Europe. 1% s nales i. 
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P PROCLAMATION. © ta 
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al 70 Et hereby known to all whom it may concern, to all Eu- 
rope, and the whole world, that his Imperial Ruſſian Majeſty, 

ul I. has ordered the following proclamatjon to be ifſued byſme, 
ince Alexander Beſborodko, firſt miniſter and ehancellor of his. 
nperial Majeſty ü: % dg. A 
In conſequence of the notification of the Executive Directory 
D the French republic, of the 23d of Nivoſe, in the 6th. year, | 
boring, „ That if any ſhip be ſuffered to paſs. through the, 
id with Engliſh cotumodities, of, whatever nation it may be, 
all be conſidered, as à formal declaration of war againſt the 
ench nation ; his Imperial Majeſty, Paul I. has been graci- 
ly pleaſed to order twenty-two ſhips of the line, and 1wo. 
ndred and fifty. gallies, under the command of Admiral Kruſe, 
LM, de Litta, Knight of Malta, to proceed to the Sound, to 
ed trade in general againſt the manifeſt oppreſſion of the Di- 
perf tory, as ſuch a. proceeding is evidently contrary to the rights of 
1 | M 2 nations. 


The enemy ſummoned the place to ſurrender within half an hou 


Engliſh column. They attacked with an ardour and an intrep 


neben: eight pieces of cannon, two howitzers, and a gr 
number of ' muſkets of the enemy, remain in our 1 


were four companies of the guards, and the whole regiment of 


tives, at learning that the plans of the enemy were 


(3 ) 
nations. His Ruſſian Majeſty gives his Imperial. word to prota 
the freedom of trade ' with all his power, both by ſea and land 


which he hereby requires the diplomatic corps to make known lit 
i be #2, ait 

ak % 4 3 3 AT 
[Tu wu yy eee been eee een n enen C3 
ufer, foon the Eueutve Diretry ts the cn of Birr, f 
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Citizens Repreſentatives, 


NGLAND has hazarded a new expedition, whieh hay er 

4, only in its diſgrace. 1414 * 3-4 48 e 58 NOus 
On the morning'of the 19th of May, an Engliſh fleet appean 
before Oſtend, and bombarded that city violently. Protected 
the fire of the fleet, their boats diſembarked 4000 men, who toc 
offeſlion of the ſhore, threw up batteries there, and attempted 1 
bow up the ſluices of the Sas de Sley ken, and the gates of Often 


The garriſon. oonſiſted only of thirty men. ©: You ſhall ne 
become maſters of the port which is entruſted to me,” ſaid i 
brave commander, Mufcar, until my gartifon and I. ſhall 
buried in the ruins.“ Republicans are. unable to conſine the 
ſelves to. defenſive operations. On the 20th, at break of di 

oo men only of the 46th and gath demi -brigades, conducted 
Keller, commandant of the ſquare of Bruges, marched to 


dity which partook of the nature of a prodigy :—the courage of 
publicans always increaſes in proportion to the number of the 
enemies. The entrenchment thixowa up againſt them ſoon ga 
way; and after two hqurs fighting, the Engliſh, being entire) 
routed, threw ow Air arms. The bombardment which hu 
recommenced, ceaſed; from 1500 to 1800 priſoners 


reſt of the enemy re · embarked with precipitation, having lol 
3 of men, who were drowned in their attemptitg! 
ape, 6 FE, £0302 THEO. 
he commandant of the Britiſh, artillery was killed: one 
their major-generals had his thigh, taken off; ' another. tog 
with 800 officers, as well ſuperiot as inferior, are priſoners. "| 
ſhort, the troops who had been diſembarked were, according to! 
accounts of the priſoners themſelves, the flower of the Big 
army: they had been ſelected for the occaſion ;' and among tht 
Prince of Wales. | 
Vou will hardly repreſs your indignation, citizens repreſen 


1 0). 
aitors a Often: The cries of “ King, ( | 
tors at Ofte cries of Long live 2 


rave Darn wore 5 ihe national cocka 
wn ted, and the arms: of the volunteers employed in manning), 
75 batteries, for want of artillerymen, — —— by fome: 
zitors, Theſe/atrocious acts ſhall not remain unpuniſhed; but 
cannot be denied that the flow progreſs of the _— tribunals. 
„ o inſufficient to the puniſhment of thoſe who ſhould be ſtruck 
| wn with the rapidity of the thunderbon. You will: confider, 
itizens repreſentatives, of the propriety. of - declaring, by à law, 
a the traitors who by any means give encouragement, during an. 
ack, to the enemies of the republic, ſhall be tried by a military 
ommiſſion. | | 


The DireQory invites you to take this meſſage into your carkeſt) 


ted H onſideration. f 
ute; : (Signed). — Menu, Profident. 
a — ß er We AE NEC AIALENA * Wee 
PROCLAMATION. 
LIBERTY \, EQUA LITY, : FRATERNITY, 
Batavians, | | 2 


RINCE it is but too manifeſt that the revolution which the ve. 
torious arms of the French effected n. the year 1795, has been 
ther openly counteracted or ſoeretſy under ned by thaſe whom 
ou have choſen to ſupport and conſim it; ſince-the-unity and 
ndiyiſibility of the ſovereignty. of tho people, the -<onlolidations: 
f the debts of the provinces, the equality oſ the civic rights and: 
luties, the abolition, in this reſpe&y of all diſtinctions botweem 
anks and ſtations, and laſtly, the entire ſeparation of the church 
rom the ſtate, have been continually, ſome in a more and others: 
1 a leſs open manner, the apples of diſcord in the preſent times ; 
"ce the voice of truth and the welfare of the Whoſe penple: have 
deen obliged to yield to error, and He or porſona] felf-in.- 
reſt ; and ſinee, laſtly, the conſtant (clathing of oppoſite! and 
ontradictory principles, has enfeebleq all the branches of political 
miniſtration, and threatens to render-perpetual the un ſetiled aud 
ncertain ſtate of revolution; it muſt certainly be the wiſh of ally, 
hat a powerful, ſteady, and well- adſuſtod authority, ſhould;at 
ength put an end to all theſe uncertaineiet, divifions, and oo. 
livery principles, prevent their deſtsuctlvo conſequences, and 
ſtabliſh a wiſe form of governmont, founded on the acknowledg - 
bv . wy great truths above mentioned, and coni med by: juſtioe 
and prudence, « | en 
You flattered yourſelves that theſeiprineiples. would be reftared. 
dn the 22d of r and in whatever light yo at 
the 
iricegularity 


uſt view the events ol that day, you were willing 40. ed 


h 
j 
| 
f 
| 


new intermediary adminiſtration, the conſtituent afſembly repre. 
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irregularity of the proceeding, from the ſtate of. affairs, and th 
neceſſity of the circumſtances, and to ſupport the authority of 


ſenting the Batavian republic. You only required proof thy 
the events of that day were not the acts of a faction, but the 
1 of true principles, tending to promote the welfare of the 
OpIC, | 17 l ung 304 ©) 8 
. theſe conditions you were willing to place unhimite 
confidence in the intermediary adminiſtration, and tranſmit the 
names of your patriots with unbounded gratitude to the Jatel 
poſterity. "+a 51 


Such, Batavians, was your generous and noble conduct; bu ! 
ſoon it appeared that the ſpirit of the new intermediary admini-P" t 
ſtration had no tendency to render all former differences forgotten, en: 
by juſt and generous meaſures. , Soon it appeared, that, inſtead of AP pa 

a reſtoration of principles, you had obtained a change of perſons, red 
by a revolution ſimilar, in that reſpect, to all the former which ken 
your commonwealth had ſuffered during more than two centuries, WW" 
but much more dangerous than them all, - ſince, by the precipita-P"') 
tion and ignorance of the authors of iv, every thing was over- cite 
turned, and the country rendered a prey to anarchy and tyranny, eg 
in a manner of which its hiſtory affords no example. Not merely ns 

. were the heads of the federative ariſtocratic adminiſtration excluded 
from the direction of affairs, but ignorance and diſguiſed- ſel- 
intereſt contrived to render ſuſpected almoſt every perſon of abi- lle 
lities and merit in the country. Worthy. men, and even ſuch A. 
had continually declared themſelves the friends of the principle pl 
now eſtabliſhed, and who had been conſtantly devoted to the in- an 
tereſts of the people, but who had ſhown too much-ſpirit to be the 
ſlaves of a faction, or 1dolize individuals, were excluded bob ur 
from the provincial and general adminiſtrations, which were filled Fai 
with men whoſe conduct had rendered them contemptible in e 
eyes of the nation, or who, at leaſt, had no other merit than that _ 
of being the blind ſupporters of a faction. ' - 03 aaa oy 

There is not a more certain ſign of the approaching fall of 4M '” 
ſtate, than when juſtice is publicly . violated, Exiles return ſe- e. 
cretly into the country ſentences which had been pronounce dyed 
againſt offences, and proſecutions , againſt perſons accuſed, wen 
annulled; At the ſame” time the ſeekers after offices, a race i 
men · deſtructive to every nation, thruſt from their places a great)” 
number of upright and able men throughout the whole country; * 
and the order to remove thoſe who were unfit to remain, in then ulte 
poſts and employments, was enforced in the moſt arbitrary * 
manner. | 1 by ST” wel 
Such, Batavians, were the proceedings of ſome anarchiſts, who ped 
every where flocked together, and who were favoured by the m- mn 

jority of the members of the conſtituted afſembly, and by the wy 


executive 


% 
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xecutive- power, either becauſe theſe latter were weak enough to 
romiſe themſelves a durable ſupport from them, or becauſe they 
ad not ſufficient ſtrength to dppoſe them; they ſo far extended theit 
fluence, that many of thoſe who had been members of the laſt 
ational aſſembly, and who had ſhown themſelves devoted to the 
rinciples of the'tevolution, whoſe'only offences were, that t 
ould not, without your previous aſſent, annul the federative-go- 
ernment ſanctioned by the national aſſembly, were declared to 
ave loſt the confidence of the people, and to be deprived of their 
ght of voting. | | | | 
The meaſures of ſafety, as they were called, ſhould have had 
pr their object the annihilation of all factions, without diſtine- 
on: but they were, for the moſt part, carried into execution in 


tte 

wy partial and arbitrary a manner, that the whole nation was ren- 
ſons, red adverſe to the order of things. All freedom of ſpeech was 
nich ken away, and many reſolutions too evidently flowed from the 
ries WFrrupt ſources of revenge and private intereſt, The motto of 
pita ity and indiviſibility ſhould have united the whole nation, and 


cited all to combine and ſacrifice their individual advantage for 
e general good of the country; but in ſuch a manner were theſe 
rms employed, as to transform them into a perfect tyranny; and 


ere 

wy e tranſaction of the 22d of Januaty, by the ignorance and preci- - 
ſelf. lation with which it was conducted, became the object of general 
abi-Mntempt, averſion, and ridicule. 

n uA length, Batavians, the conſtituent aſſembly preſented to you 
ip plan of a conſtitution for your acceptance, and from that time 


gan an avowed diſregard of the eſtabliſhed principles; the ſpirit 
the intermediary adminiſtration was no longer diſguiſed, and 
dur grievances reached their utmoſt height. | 


fuel Faithful Batavians !] the principles themſelves had not been in 
1 the nger, had the new executive directory, eſtabliſhed by the 
nititution, been choſen as that conſtitution preſcribes. Would 


conſtitution have been leſs freely accepted, had the meeting of 

primary. aſſemblies not been ſo long delayed? Was it neceſlary 
at emiſſaries, ſuch as the men before mentioned, ſhould be em- 
dyed on this occaſion ? Was it neceſſary to entruſt to them the 
ngerous power of depriving citizens of the right of voting! 
as not this a violent attack on the ſovereignty of the people, 
t juſtified by the urgent neceſſity pleaded in ſome other caſes? 
ind as if all this were not ſufficient, the injury offered to the 
ulted ſovereignty of the people, on the 4th May laſt, was ſtill 
ater, Then, after the acceptance of the conſtitution, and 
en the will of the people had been expreſsly declared, with 


' who pect to the manner in which their repreſentatives in their le- 
„ -e body ſhould be choſen, the majority of the members of 
7. the conſtituent aſſembly, by their own, authority alone, declared 


nlelves the legiſlative bedy of the Batavian people, leaving 
' no 
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no other free election to the people, but merely to fill the vac; 
Lies in that body. At that moment a flagrant breach of the ca 
Kitution was committed, and a direct violation of the inali 
vights of the people perpetrated, 7079 Rt 
No diſgraceful pretexts,. no contemptible perverſion of 
words of the conſtitution, will ever be found ſufficient to juſt 
this act of violence in the opinion of any nation in Europe. 
Theſe things, Batavians, you have all feen ; they could eſe 
the'obſervation of no perſon. But we, whoſe different fityati 
have placed us around the r adminiſtration, have bk 
able to view the whole of theſe tranfadtions, and diſcover 
motives and conſequences. Numerous complaints of the inhal 
ante, which would not have exiſted, had it not been for the vi 
lent event of the nad of January, have inceſſantly diverted the 
tention of the intermediary adminiſtration from the great intem 
of the country, and fixed it on matters of lefs importance. 
negligence of the ruling powers has ſpread from commune 
commune through the cvimitry ; and had not we, and ſome othe 
exerted ourſelves to ſtern the torrent, a general liſtleſſneſs and 
nivity muſt have pervaded the whole land, and di ſaſſpction 
alarm ſeized on all, v1 
And will you then, Batavians, any longer ſuffer in filencet 
injuſtice done you? Do you not feel, like your anceſtors, the 
que of civil freedom? Can you not diſtinguiſh reality from 
pearance, and the ſubſtance from the name? Have you not | 
wiſhed and expected that we, who have {worn fidelity to our cou 
try, who, from our ſituation, muſt be moſt capable to deliver j 
ſhould attempt your deliverance? The reſiſtance of the peof 
muſt be fatal to oppreſſion, and each Batavian who feels his wort 
muſt at this moment be transſormed into another Brutus. Bit 
vians! you have wreſted the authority from your tyrants, 
have ſtolen it from you under the pretence of being your friend 
But think not, Batavians, that we will never reſtore to you 
which is your inalienable property, or that, in the mean tit 
we will deliver it into unworthy bands. We here declare, 
we are reſponſible for it to you, and each of you, to dur own « 
ſciences, and to the eternal Cauſe of all things. 
The event will ſhow whether we have delivered you fit 
uſurpation, or ſeized the authority as uſurpers ourſelves, La 
firſt conſtitutional legiſlative body that ſhall meet, decide uf 
this fact; and, as we have already obſerved; ſince the majorit) 
dur former tepreſentatives, legally elected, who, on the 22d 
January laſt, formed themſelves into a conſthuent aſſembly; 
now have declared themſelves a conſtitutional legiſlative body, 
which they have been guilty of an open attack on your ſovere 
power; and as your other repreſentatives, who acted as the le 
of the ſederative or ariſlocratic adminiſtration, now , | 
rug 


* 
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crupled to take their ſeats in the aſſembly : we, compelled by 
he urgency of circumſtances, and obſerving what is directed in 
he 31ſt article of the regulation annexed to the conſtitution, in 
iſe of a vacancy in the Executive Directory, have decreed, and 
| of ereby do decree, 3 2 

1. That all ſuch legiſlative authority of the Batavian people as 
all require to be exerciſed far the daily and neceſſary intereſts of 
G country, ſhall, as ſoon as poſſible, be committed to citizens 
hoſe honour and integrity cannot be ſuſpected. 

2. That the late intermediary adminiſtration of the Batavian 
public ſhall be required, as bound by their reſponſibility, to carry 
abe io effect the conſtitution of the Batavian people, in a [ dy and 
the neular manner, for the reſtoration and eſtabliſhment of the conſti- 
| the utional legiſlative body. . IK. 
intel 3. That all authority of legiflation, or in general of ſove- 
reignty, exerciſed by the intermediary adminiſtration, ſhall, im- © T 
mune Mnediately after the eſtabliſhment of the legiſlative body of the Ba- 

e the rian people, paſs to that body; and after the election by the lat- 

and er of a! legal Executive Directory of the Batavian republic, all 
he executive authority which we now neceſſarily exert for the de- 
liverance of our country, ſhall be reſigned to that Directory. 

4. That we engage to be anſwerable for the Juſt and faithful 
uſe of our authority, and the reſignation of it at the time we 
om „ lave mentioned, to the, legiſlative body that ſhall be elected, or 
not lofty delegation from it, to the high national tribunal hereafter to be 
ir coul choſen. | 
perfectly convinced that what we have done will be approved by 
the majority and moſt enlightened of the Batavian people, we Ry 
command, in their name, all conſtituted authorities, provincia 
adminiſtrations, or adminiſtrations of communes, all juſtices of 
peace, civil officers, and commanders of the military, and all and 
joue, each of the inhabitants of the Batavian republic, to obey dur cm- 
mands, and acknowledge no other authority than ours, until 
the intermediary adminiſtration ſhall have met; which notification 
ſhall be made public, and be affixed up in ſuch places as ſimilar 
notices uſually are. | we 
Done at the Hague the 12th of June, the 4th year of Batayian 

freedom. | 
J. Sroors, Agent of Marine. 
wa Pran, Agent for the War Department. 
ority | * A. Gozzr, Miniſter of Finance. 
220 R. W. Tapamar, Miniſter of Joſtice, 


ly, A. J. La Pitxre, Miniſter of the Interior. 
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Meſſage from the Executive Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, 
| ſent on the 1ſt Fuly 1798. | 


FOR a long time* the government of Malta has ſhom 
+ itſelf hoſtile to France. It afforded protection to emi- 
grants, as alſo to the ſoldiers. of Conde's army. Her conſti. 
tution ought to have obliged her to obſerve a ſtrict neutn- 
lity, but ſhe always ated in favour of the enemies of France, 
The French, who were friends to liberty at Malta, were il 
treated and confined. In a manifeſto of the 10th October 179%, 
the Grand Maſter declared that the ports of the iſland ſhould he 
| ſhut againſt French veſſels, and that he ſhould recogniſe the am- 
baſſador but as a charge d'affaires of the King, without ſaying any 
thing of the e, he declared he could not, nor would not, 
recogniſe it. On the gth of June of the preſent year, a requel 
was made by the French general for water, which was refuſed by 
the Grand Maſter, who declared ironically, that he could not ad- 
mit but two ſhips into the port. Dared he thus inſult à French 
army, commanded by Buonaparte? The 1oth of June, the 
French were on ſhore early in, the morning, and Malta was in- 
veſted, and the town cannonaded on all ſides, The beſieged made 
a ſally, in which General Marmont, at the head of the 19th 
brigade, took the ſtandard of the order. On the 11th the knights 
| ſurrendered the town and port, and renounced their property in 
the iſland to the French republic. We found at Malta two veſſels, 
one frigate, four gallies, 1200 pieces of cannon, 40,000 muſkets, 
1,500,000 rounds of powder and other ammunition, of which the 
Directory have not received the particular details. 


* 


Speech made by Citizen $ ies , upon preſenting his Credentials to the 


ing of Pruſſia. 


PHE credentials which I have the honour of delivering to 
Majeſty, expreſs the ſentiments which animate the DireAor 
of the French republic towards your perſon. They announce 
alſo the motives which have induced the Directory to confide to 
me the important and honourable miſſion which J am come to 
fulfil. 1 

I accepted this miſſion, becauſe in my country I have conſtantly 
declared, to whatever function I was called, in favour of the 
ſyſtem which tends to unite by intimate bonds the intereſts of 
France and of Pruſſia ; becauſe the inſtructions | have received being 
conformable to my political opinions, my miniſtry will be frank 
loyal, and every way fuitable to the morality of my charaQer; 
becauſe this ſyſtem of union, on which the proper poſition af 
Europe, and perhaps the ſalvation of a part of Germany depends 
/ , : 7 4 4 was 


| 18 
was that of Frederick the Second, great among kings, immortal 


mong men! becauſe this ſyſtem is worthy of the wiſdom and good 
intentions which marked the commencement of your reign. _ 


ſhown May the hopes of my government not be diſappointed, and m 
em- vell-known ſentiments be regarded by your Majeſty as one title 
conſli. more to the confidence of your miniſters. | 
eutra ? 
rance, . my | 
0e addreſſed by Guillemardet, Ambaſſador from the French 
Pp Republic io the Court of Spain, on preſenting his Credentials, on the 
5 12th July 1798. | 
g any Sire, 

not, 


(CHARGED by the Executive Directory of the French republic 


_— to maintain, in the preſence of your Majeſty, the intimate 
» 1 connexion commanded by nature, as well as by the moſt ſound po- 


licy, between the two countries, I haſten to renew the aſſurances 


rench Bf the eſteem and affection of the government to which I have the 
de bonour to belong. A citizen of the republic which has acquired 
un the reſpect and admiration of Europe, my ſoul is penetrated with 
mace A ſenſe of the dignity to which the man is exaltedwho ſpeaks in its 
191 i name. Allied to a nation brave and generous, I am not leſs 
shu proud of the auguſt functions which I am to fulfil with the autho- 
1 1 rity which repreſents it. The exerciſe of the miniſtry of peace is 
_ bat which is moſt congenial to my natural diſpoſition. Thus 
wo you will find in me loyalty, frankneſs, and inviolable reſpect for 


the ſacred engagements which unite the two nations. It gives me 
pleaſure, Sire, to give you this guarantee with that aſſurance which 
lincerity inſpires, with that full conviction of the duties which 
the honourable character with which I am inveſted, neceſſarily 
impoſes. I ſhould eſteem myſelf truly happy, if, in acquiring 

ſome claims to the confidence and eſteem of your Majeſty, | 
could alſo acquire that of the two countries, which their mutual 


bh intereſt, and a ſenſe of their glory, invite to the moſt intimate 
1nce connexion. | 
e to 


Speech to the Queen, ſame Dey. 2 


ntly Madam, | | 

the I HAVE aſſured the King, your huſband, of the fincere deſire 
; of | feel to draw cloſer than ever thoſe bonds which unite the two 
ing nations. Such is the wiſh of the government which has ſent me 
ok, to your Majeſty. My own engagements are conformable to it. 
er! hall adhere to them. The ties which bifld you to the King have 
— entitled you to his entire confidence : thus you may enjoy the in- 


raluable advantage of being 1 7 to contribute to the proſperity — 
. 2 | 7 Rd 


| 
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Letter from the Preſident of the Executive Directory of the Ciſalpue 
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the Spaniſh nation: and if it be its intereſt, as it is that of the 
French nation, to maintain between them that intimate coy 
nexion which, by reciprocal confidence, may reyive induſtry 
commerce, and arts in their boſoms, it is worthy of you, M 
dam, to participate in thoſe ads which attach the people to thok 
who govern them, Confide, in this reſpect, to the ſincerity d 
the envoy of a republic, which knows how to join the love of l. 
berty to the refpe& which its conſtitution promiſes to the govers. 
ments of thoſe nations with whom it is in friendſhip. 


—_— —_____ tt. 
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Republic to General Brune. 


Citizen General, 


HEN, by the treaty of alliance between the French ant 
-* Cifalpine republics, the government of both confided to the 


% 


commander in chief of the French army in Italy the entire diſpo 


fition of the Ciſalpine troops, it was done in the firm conviQion, 
that ſuch general would fo difpoſe of them as not only to ſecure the 
frontiers of the republic from all invaſion, bur alſo to cauſe the 
Cifalpine name to be reſpected by all its neighbours, It is in the 
fame confidence, Citizen General, that the Executive DireQor 
haſtens to acquaint you, that the court of Turin, daily forgetung 
the moſt facred Jaws of good neighbourhood, and that reſped 
which friendly nations ſhould never loſe fight of, has fuffered in 
its capital a Cifalpine foldier to be taken by conſtables and kept 
bound in a dungeon. This injury, joined to many others, to 
long to be detailed to you, makes us hope, Citizen Gael, tha 
you will make ſuch diſpoſitions as will enable us to claim vi- 
gorouſly reparation from the court of Turin, and ſecure from an 
attack the frontiers of our republic. Its conduct towards out 
friend, the Ligurian republic, whoſe territory it has violated, and 
its evil diſpoſitions in regard to ourſelves, give us reafon to diſtruſt 
the good faith of the proteſtations it has made te maintain good 


harmony between us. 


(Signed) CosrABIII, 
The Preſident of the Executive Dize&ory- 
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PROCLAMATION. 


| Cos 
uſtr, ur; 
M, une, General in Chief of the Army. of Italy, to the Sardimugn 
; rr» S | 
ity of 
of li Head Quarters, Milan, 18th Myſſidee 
wen (July 6), fixth Tear. 


UROPE has witneſſed the bloody ſcenes of which Italy is the 
theatre. Scarcely delivered from the evils of war, ſhe ſees 
ich indignation diſcord exciting them anew. The amicable 
ggeſtions of the Executive Directory of the French republic have 
vt been able to put a ſtop to thoſe factions which devoured each 
her, and all were ruſhing to certain deſtruction. | 2 
The French army, ſurrounded with inſurrection and civil war, 
ere obliged to be on their guard. It was eaſy to diſcover in all 


h ane commotions, the influence of the perfidious government, who 
to thee excited every ſpecies of crime againſt the repoſe of the world, 
Alpe who have too often turned to their advantage even the moſt 
tion, nerous paſſions. | ut LO 

15 The real object of theſe laſt intrigues of England, is to obſtru& 


e organization of the new republics in Italy, and to paralyze 
e efforts of the Directory for ſecuring peace to all the ſtates 


cton the continent; and, above all, to induce us, by theſe out- i 
ford ges, to violate treaties which they know we have religiouſly ob- 
vod. | 1 N 

Always certain of puniſhing her enemies, they have not eſcaped 


kept e notice of the French republic. But in the midſt of them, ſhe 
„ 100 Ss alſo ſome friends who have been miſled, 4 1 48 

* She withes to deſtroy the power of the firſt, and to raſtore hap» 
1 , * 


neſs to the latter, by ſecuring their 1 | | 

In conſequence of the formal demand -of the Executive Di- 
ctory, the King of Sardinis has publiſhed a full and entire 
nneſty. No inquiry will take place with reſpe& to the late 
ſturbances. All proceedings relative to opinions, or political 
dnduct, are annulled. Thoſe who were proſecuted, or dreaded 
olecution an theſe grounds, are free to return to Piedmont, to 
joy their properties and to diſpoſe of them. As a guarantee of 

is promiſe, and likewiſe of the country which he governs, the 
ing of Sardinia, the ally of our republic, has received a French 
riſon into the citadel af Turin. 5 8 | 

By this means aught the flames'of civil war to be extinguiſhed; 

he French republic, after ſo many facrifices to give peace io 
aly, will not permit that this fine country ſhould be abandoned - 
the moſt fanguinary devaſtation. | | 
| therefore invite all the friends of the French, who, pro- 
ed by the injuries, the menaces, and perſecutions of the - 

: 4 Polite 


MA- 


GW 


polite party, have taken up arms to defend their lives and the 
rev to lay down. their arms, and return to their habitation 
and the boſoms of their families, aſſured of being no long 
diſturbed. , 

As to thoſe who, after this amicable and ſolemn invitatia 
ſhall continue to form armed aſſemblages, unconnected with ti 
organization of the French army, or the troops of the governmeg 
of Italy, I declare that they ſhall be regarded as enemies to Frans 
the friends of England, and promoters of diſturbance ; and 1 fh 
cauſe them to be purſued as ſuch. | % gh 

T5 0! (Signed) Bruni, 


Letter from General Brune to the Chevalier Borgheſe, Miniſter Þ 
nipotentiary of the King of Sardinia to the Cſalpine Republic, 


Milan, 2d Therm. 


YOUR note of yeſterday, M. Miniſter Plenipotentiary, could! 
but fill me with aſtoniſhment ; I am accuſtomed only toil 
language of , faith and honour, and I perceive in what 50 
court has dictated to you, expreſſions and aſſertions, which ou 
the ſimple virtues in which my nation conſtitutes her glory. You 
upon me to exert all my power to diſperſe the Piedmonteſe inſu 
gents, at the very time when, drawn into ſnares, which their e 
. thuſiaſm could alone prevent them from diſcovering, and wh 
villany alone could contrive, they are maſſacred by hundreds 
while the inſurgents confined in the dungeons of Turin, and otbe 
places, are ſtill in irons; while your government, commun 
cating its ſentiments through you, dares immediately after 
amneſty ſay, that the country will be expoſed to new calamit) 
if theſe ferocious men (the Piedmonteſe inſurgents) are reſtored 
liberty. Your amneſty then was intended as a new ſnare. ' | 
Lou fay, that Citizen Angros, the French commander 
| Tortona, has permitted the 22 to paſs under the fortre 
This aſſertion is utterly deſtitute of foundation. Having been 
e at midnight, that an armed force was approaching, he pu 
is troops in motion: he intimated that he would not allow treatic 
to be violated, Angros is a brave man. Would he have dow 
well to have aſſiſted in exterminating wretched fugitives eſcapedſrodt 
the maſſacre of the 16th Meſſidor? The French reſpe& miſenj 
they ſpare the vanquiſhed ; they never aſſaſſinate. . | 
You aſk me, Sir, to take ſome ſteps. You affect to be igt 
rant, however, that the force which is under my authority, canno 
and ought not to be employed, but in the event that thoſe of l 
Sardinian Majeſty ſhall be inſufficient. You ſay not a word © 
the precautions which it would be neceſſary to take againſt 
ſaſſins, who form a part of the militia of the King your mall 
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ho daily, ſince the amneſty, have cut to pieces the ſmall French 
tachments they meet, and ſhoot upon the roads our parties of 
walry} Europe will hear, and hiſtory will repeat, to the indig- 
tion of poſterity, the anſwer of one of the principal officers of 
is Sardinian Majeſty, the commandant of Alexandria, to the re- 
zonſtrances of a French general: “What! your troops aſſaſſi- 
ated? It is owing to a miſtake of our militia, who take them for 
jedmonteſe. inſurgents.” | | 
You recriminate againſt Liguria, by accuſing that republic of 
e charges which it imputes to you. The tree of liberty has 
en thrown down with contempt and inſult in the towns which 
pu ſtill occupy. Contributions have been impoſed, vexations com- 
ited, arms carried off. Your government has been the aggreſ- 
cr. Liguria ſhowed itſelf the firſt to liſten to the invitations of 
e Executive Directory, for the re-eſtabliſhment of the peace of 
aly. She laid down her arms, at the moment when her energy 
omiſed her new victories. Her good faith and generoſity have 
yer been expoſed to doubt. 
Nevertheleſs, in order to avoid all 2 on the principle of 
ſtitution, by an order of yeſterday, I decided, that the places 
ken on both ſides ſhall be put into the hands of the. French republic, 
dd kept as a depot, till a definitive treaty takes place between the 
o powers. | 
Your court has made public the convention ſigned by Colonel 
int Merſan and me, relative ſolely to the taking poſſeſſion of 
ecitadel of Turin, but it has not thought proper to publiſh the 
evious convention, which fixes the baſis of the amneſty, and 
hich was ſigned by Citizen Ginguene, ambaſſador of the 
rench republic, and M. de Prioca, his Sardinian Majeſty's am- 
ſador. Beſides, I only received a ſingle copy of the royal pro- 
amation, and therefore it was not in my power to diſtribute it io 
generals and commandants. If your inſurgents are no better in- 
rmed than we are of the diſpoſitions of your court, I am not ſur- 
iſed that they ſtill entertain alarms. 4 | 
do not ſay a word of a number of circumſtances which: prove 
deep, crooked policy, in certain counſellors of his Sardinian 
zjeſty. The indiſputable facts I have mentioned, are ſufficient 
ſhow that diſpoſition. It is yet time to return to faith and 
juſtice. It is the wiſh of the French — that all ſhould 
tranquil and happy around her army. She ought no longer to 
diſturbed by ſeditions, occaſioned by the moſt criminal in- 
gues; and his Sardinian Majeſty himſelf would do well to re- 
mber, that it was he himſelf who called upon us to ſecure the 
anquillity of his dominions. 
[ requeſt you, M. Miniſter Plenipotentiary, to notify to your 
rt the following demands: | | 
1. That liberty ſhall be granted to the impriſoned — 
2. The 
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bliſhment, ſhall be diſbanded. | 


ing errors of too fatal conſequences, 


| Infurgents. I fend you ſeveral others. I truſt that as well fort 


dinian officer, every thing that relates to the communicate 
within the limits of the places which we occupy, and the me 


_ — — — 
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2. The citadel of Turin ſhall be furniſhed with proviſions{ 
two months, and the ſtores and other neceſſaries which 
carried off when the French troops entered, - ſhall be re-ef 
bliſhed, the taking away of which endangered the ſafety of 


pet /.: 2 
3. The militia and other forces, which exceed the peace el 


= . 
. 


4. The Count de Salla, his Majeſty's commandant a 
andria, ſhall be recalled. | ; 
Upon theſe conditions, which are all either the proviſions 
the confequence of the conventions ſigned at Turin and Mi 
the 8th and 10th of this month, the French republic caw (till t 
on the fidelity of her ally, and banith all ſuſpicion, notwithiſtat 


{ yeſterday ſent you copies of my proclamation relative tot 


fake of humanity, as the intereſt of your court, you will takee 


to have them diſtributed, | 
I” have appointed an officer to regulate, in concert with a $ 


of facilitating the return of the inſurgents. 
| | | (Signed) Baus 


— FA a — \ 


| Preclamation publiſhed on the 2 1½ July, at Turin. 


TRE Marquis Don Charles Francis de Thaon, Chevalier, 
E governor of the city and province of Turin. —Aſter the be 
ficent orders fo often repeated for the preſervation of tranquil 
in his realm, his Majeſty hoped to have feen it perfectly 
among his well-beloved ſubjects. It is with the greateſt aſton 
ment, and the moſt lively regret, he learns that this tranquillity 
in danger of being interrupted anew by evil-deſigning perf 
lately returned into his territories, who labour, by falſe and 
ducing ſchemes, to make the people favour their dark and in 
ous plans, either by predicting ſtill greater misfortunes, ot 
art ſul exaggerations of the complaints of the country; or, 
by openly and untefervedly exciting all deſcriptions and claſſe 
the inhabitants againſt indivieuais of the French nation. 
From the atrocious malice of theſe wicked men muſt 
conſequences baneful to the public and private tranquillity of 
Majeſty's ſubjects. | | 
The French live in Piedmont under the protection 6f 
treaties of peace and alliance. All hoſtile plans that might 
executed againſt them, would, therefore, be comtraty to the 
gagemems of his Majeity, and the principles of hondur Which 
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rays diſtinguiſhed his ſubjects. They would be, * moreover, the 


ſource of the moſt heavy misfortunes to the ſtate, and to indi- 
duals. . | 
His Majeſty, therefore, being deſirous to prevent ſueh diſ- 
orders, by making known the danger into which the enemies of 
public peace endeavour to precipitate his good and faithful ſub- 
eas, and putting them on their guard againſt the dark machina- 
ions with which they are ſurrounded, in order to ſtop the 
preſs of ſuch perfidious manceuvres, has ordered us to notify to 
he public, that it is his Majeſty's intention, that all his ſubjects 
ould abſtain from all diſcourſe tending. to agitate the minds of 
he people, and io irritate them againſt the French; that in caſe 
ff provocation or inſult, complaint ſhould be made only to their 
uperiors, who may be able to adjuſt the public peace ; and that 
|| thoſe who ſhall diſobey their orders, ſhall be deemed diſturbers 
f the public tranquillity, and puniſhed as ſuch. 


— 
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The Ambaſſador of the French Republic reſiding at the Court Rome, 
1 * the A Fairs. 
1 Florence, 11 Nrvoſe (Dec. 31. 
N my diſpatch, No. 17, I gave you information relative to the pre- 
ſent ſituation of Rome, Events have ſince occurred which obliged 
ne to quit that city. On the 6th Nivoſe(Dec. 26), three perſons came 
o me to ſay that a revolution was to take place in the courſe of the 
ght; that the public indignation was extreme, and that or 
pprized me of this, to the end that no new event ſhould ſurpriſe 
e. I replied to them, that my ſituation at the court of Rome 
ould not allow me to liſten tranquilly to ſuch an overture, and 
hat the meaſure appeared to me to be as ufeleſs as ill timed. 
hey replied, that they wiſhed to have my advice, and to know 


er, 
t 
qui 


— 
ll 
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villa derber the French government would protect their revolution, if 
perk ſhould be accompliſhed? 1 told them that, as an impartial 


petator of events, I ſhould give an account to my government 
the tranſactions; and I added, that at the moment of a 28 ; 
acification, it would be unfortunate that any thing ſhould hap- 
en to retard it. As a man, I exhorted them to be uil: I 
id not think they had the means within themſelves : I was 
re the French government would not protect them, As miniſter 
France, I enjoined them not to repeat their viſit with ſuch in» 
ntions, They quitted me with an aſſurance that every thing 
ould be ſuſpended for the moment, The night accordingly 
aſſed in tranquillity, A 

Next evening, ier Azarra told me confidentially, that he 
ad juſt been with the ſecretary of ſtate, and that it appeared 
Vor. VII. O | probable 
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| probable ſome imprudent perſons were about to attempt a 'riſing, 


SED — 
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meaſures againſt them. I informed him, that there were fix is 


men might not give confidence. It was then two in the aft 
to retire for the preſent, promiſing to meet me at ſix in ide ei 


and Adjutant-general Sherlock, and two French 'paimters. 


— — . ä—ä—— 
— 
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all out, Vive la republique! Vive le peuple Romain One * c 
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which would be as unfucceſsſul, on account of the ſmallneſs d 
their numbers and their fooliſh conduct, as that which was un. 
dertaken ſome months before. | | 
L learned at the Marchioneſs Maſſimi's, that four of the leaden 
of this affair were the ſpies of the government, which had take 
meaſures tb defeat the plah of the inſurgents, and that the inſur- 
gents were to meet at Villa Medicis. We ſeparated. 
On the following morning, at four, I was'awakened, and to 
that chere was a revolutionary movement at the Villa Medic 
Where from eighty to one hundred men were aſſemblech and fur: 
rounded by the Pope's troops. I went to ſleep again. In the 
courſe of the morning I learned that a patrole had been attacked 
by a band of ſixty men. Two of the Pope's dragoons were kill 
ed. Some of the inſurgents were apprehended, and the othen 
known to the government. Many individuals had hoiſted the 
French national cockade ; a ſack filled with which had been lef; 
as if by accident, at the ſpot where they were aſſembled. I wen 
to the ſecretary of ſtate, whom I found tranquil, and told hin 
that, far from oppoſing the arreſt of thoſe who had hoiſted the 
cockade, I demanded of him that this arreſt ſhould take plach 
with the exception of the French and Italians attached to ny 
embaſſy; theſe amounted only to the number of eight, and 
Daintel them out to him, and »propoſed his iminediate}y-adoptin} 
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div iduals who had taken refuge in my juriſdiction; that if the 
were in the number of reyolters, I ſhould tvillinghy come to u 
nccommbdation with him, in order that the impunity of the 


neon, and the hour of dinner with the cardinal. ' He begged u 


Ing, at the Spaniſh miniſter's, whither he was to go with 
Tuſcan miniſter. All chis we agreed to. 

T now returned home, convineed, by the ſerenity of the ſec 
tary of ſtate, that the affair of the preceding night would hate 
diſaſtrous -confequence. 'I found at my houſe General «Dupin 


ſpoke' of the paltry revolutionary attempt of the night before, 
the news of the moment, We'were about to ſit down to ul 
put were retarded by the abſenee of my ſecretaries, h werte 
gaged in drawing up a correct liſt of the perſonb entitled 40 1 
ſhe French national cockade, This Iwiſhed to ſend to the ſec 

fary of ſtate before dinner. The porter naw informed me, is 
twenty individuals were determined to force the houfe, and hal 
their hands a large quantity of French national coelrades, wh 
ihey were diſtributing to the - pafſers by, whom they exeited 


. 59) 


inſiſted on ſpeaking with me: it was an artiſt, whom I knew, 
having been recommended to me at Paris by the mipiſter, your 
predeceſſor. He preſented himſelf to me with the aiy of — — 
tic: „e are free," ſaid he, © but we demand the ſupport off 
France.” This mad oration was particularly revolting in the 
mouth of an artiſt who had been one of the three with whom L 
had had the converſation on the 26th. I made him ſepſible. of 
this. I deſired him and his companions. to retire immediately 
from the juriſdiftion of France, or otherwiſe: that I ſhould take 
ſtrong meaſures againſt them. He drew back, cankguaded. The 
military men who were with me endeavoured to convince them of 
the folly of their enterpriſe. © Were the government of the 
town,” ſaid General Sherlock, to point a ſingle cannon en 
you, what would become of your pretended liberty? Upon 


this, the man withdrew. 


the multitude without increaſed ; that he had diſtinguiſhed in the 


* crowd a number of the ſpies of government, who were well 
4 bin known, and who called out, louder than the reſt, 4 Five 1a 
ed the rep ub legue / Vive le peu Remain!” that handſuls of: pialkens werg 


thrown among them, and that the entry to the court way obſtruct- 
ed. The French officers demanded of me arders to diſpexſq the 
mob by forcer I choſe rather to ſpeak to them myſelf in their 
own tongue. I dreſſed myſelf in my diplomatic robe, and went 
into the court, accompanied by the French officers who were. then 
in the palace. I heard a long diſcharge, of muſketry. A.pany 
of cavalry had penetrated into the midſt of the place, withia the 
French juriſdiion, and were eroſſing it a4 full gallop. They 


mob had taken refuge in the court-yard, and on the ſtair-caſe, I 
met in my paſſage with nothing but perſpns dying, intimidated 
fugitives, bold enthufiaſts, and perſong hired to excite and to de- 
nounce the agents of commotion. A company of fuſiliers had 
followed the cavalry very cloſe. I found them partly adyanęing 
into the portals of my palace. At my preſence, they 5 


not diſtinguiſh, I aſked this troop, by-whole: order they had an- 
— * the juriſdiction of France. 1 4 485 1 — per? 
w. 'FThey drew back a few paces, a hare we t 1 ha 
ſucceeded in that point. | L then withdrew towards the — 2 
had retired into the interior of the court. As the troops with- 
drew, fome of the mob advanced againſt thera as faſt 38 


the firſt amongſt them who ſhould dare to paſs the middle of the 
ſtreet to return; at the ſame time General Duphot, Adjutant- 
general Sherlock, two other 2 and myſelf, . ns 
1 2 ' TIworgs, 


— 


A French artift came and informed me, mut the number of | 


had fired through the three great porticas of the palace. The 


| aſked for their leader, whom, being hid in their ranks, I e 


went off, I told them, in 2 decided tone, that I would compel - 


\ 


4 
| 
| [] 
* 
11 
10 1 
hag | U 
Þh 
: : 
kf 1 
t-H; 
by! 
+ 
+1 
h 
U 
#g 
Wn 
I 
. 


— 4 


U 
„ 
. 


( 100 ) 


ſwords, to awe this unarmed afſemblage, a few of whom only ha 
had iſtols and ſtileitoes. ing 
hile we were thus buſied, the fuſiliers, who had merely re- m. 


: treated to get without the reach of the piſtol ſhots, made a gene. 
ral diſcharge. Some of the people in the outer ranks wen 
wounded by the ſpent balls, We who were in the middle were 
however, reſpected. The fuſiliers prepared to load again. [ 
took advantage of this moment: I recommended it to citizen 
Beauharnais, the aide-de-camp of the commander in chief, who 
chanced to be with me on his return from a miſſion to the Is 
vant, and to the aſſiſtant of Adjutant-general Arrighi, to m 
| ſtrain; ſabre in hand, this troop,” which was animated by very dif, 
ferent ſentiments; and I advanced with General Duphot and Ad. 
Jutant- general Sherlock, in order to per ſuade the company «& 
fuſiliers to retire, and to ceaſe firing. I called out to them to rr. 
tire from the juriſdiction of France; that the ambaſſador would 
himſelf undertake to ſee juſtice done; that they had nothing tods 
for this purpoſe but to-detach ſome of their officers or inferior of. 
. ficers to the Vatican, to their general, to the governor of. Rome, 
or to the ſenator, or any other public man, when all would be 
at an end. 
T be too brave General Duphot, accuſtomed to conquer, threw 
himſelf among the bayonets of the Pope's ſoldiers; he is 
vented one from charging, and avoided the puſh of another; he 
followed him, as it were, by inſtinct. He was ſimply a medi- 
tor between the two parties. Miſled by his courage, he pro- 
ceeded xs far as the Gate Septiminiana. A ſoldier fired a-muſke 
at him, and the contents lodged in his breaſt, He fell, but rot 
again, and ſupported himſelf on his ſabre, A ſerond ſhot er 
tended him on the pavement, and about fifty more were directed 
againſt his inanimate body. 
The Adjutant-general Sherlock dess no wound; he far; 
his brave comrade fall: all their attention was now dire&ed 
againſt us, He — ahh out a way to me whichledps to the gu 
den of the palace, and withdrew us from all r from the 
aſſaſſins of Duphot, and from another Which lun now 
and was firing on us from the other ſide of the ſtreet. 
Vvoung officers, ppeſſed by this ſecond company; joined us: the 
fu a new . of danger to me. 15 newly - arrivei 
company might enter the palace, —— my wife and her ſiſieh 
Who was e -day to be married to General Dyphot, 
; . y ſecretaries, Who had returned, 
e regained the palace by the wa 


up, 
the 


R tween. courts were filled with bafe wretches moo 
of te yin this horrible ſcene. About twenty of them, tog 
ther” Vin ſore peaceable citizens who had remained on the ßen 


of 


6 ( g 101 * } 
battle, entered the palace; the ways were dyed with blood ; 


ing men were ſeen drawing their limbs after them, and wound- 
| men lamenting at every ſtep. The gates of the portico were 
len h (hut. ' | g N ̃ 

Tis lamentation of the miſtreſs of Duphot, that young hero 
ho conſtantly commanded the advanced guard of the armies of 
Pyrences and of Italy, had always been victorious, now cut 


tiren r, without defence, by mean ruffians—the abſence of the mo- 
who Wiſer of my wife, and of her brother, whom curioſity had cauſed 
Is leave the palace, in order to view the monuments—the firing 
d lich continued in the ſtreets and before the gates of the palace— 
' dif; e palace of Corlini, which I inhabit, ſurrounded by people of 
Ad. Whoſe intentions I was ignorant: theſe circumſtances, and ſeve- 


| others, rendered the ſcene the moſt affecting J ever wit- 
ſed. _ e eee 

| cauſed my domeſtics to be called three of them were ab- 
nt. I cauſed the arms with which I had travelled to be ready 
that wing of the palace which I inhabited. A ſentiment af 
utional pride, which I could not ſubdue, prompted ſome of 


hey ſucceeded by the help of ſeveral faithful domeſtics, paſſing 


hren WY a private way, in ſpite of the uncertain and ill-direQed fire 
pre- ¶ ¶ hich the debaſed and effeminate ſoldiery of Rome continued on 
5 be eir field of ſlaughter. They found the body of this amiable ge- 
edia- Meral, formerly animated by ſuch a ſublime ſpirit of heroiſm, 
pro- ripped, pierced with wounds, ſtained with blood, and covered 
uſket ich (tones. | 5 | 
role It was fix o'clock in the evening: two hours had elapſed ſince 
. Wc murder of General Duphot, and no perſon came to me on 
Qed part of government. Upon hearing the recital of the ſtate 
b the body of our unfortunate fellow-citizen, I determined to 
fav Fit Rome. Indignation ſuggeſted this project; no conſideration, 
dei BS power on earth would have made me change it: nevertheleſs, I 
g ermined to write to Cardinal Doria the letter No. I. A faith- 
e domeſtic traverſed the ſoldiers—his route was traced in the 
up, rkneſe by his companions from the fire of muſketry. At 


ngth they knocked with redoubled fury—a carriage ſtopped=-it 
as perhaps the governor, ' the general, the ſenator, ſome public 
Heer —No; it was a friend; it was the Chevalier Angiolini, 
iniſter of Tuſcany. He' traverſed the patroles, the troops of 

line, and the civic troops: his carriage was ſtopped. He way 
ked if he wiſhed to plunge himſelf into danger. He anſwered, 
ich courage, that no danger could exiſt within. the juriſdiction 
the French ambaſſador. This generous reproach was a ſe- 

and true criticiſm upon the conduct of the Roman gover- 


is 


inder of their political exiſtence. = 
1 M. le 


e officers to go and reſcue the body of their unfortunate general. 


Is, againſt the officers of a nation to whom they owe the re- 


ff 


. io 2 Sm 4 
— F 


— — 
"ZR. Mx 


— <—< << 


—— 


þ 
| 
ö 
b 
| 


[ 

1 

"1 
. 


n - - S-—p 
* o 
- 


—— 
- 
o 
- 


= 2 


- — —ꝛ——ů— - 
= — 
* — 


— 
* 


—— 
— — 
* . 


KH 


of my juriſdiction, and from the troops wha occupied the ihe 


of the night, with the ſang fra of a determined refolution, 


affairs. I ſet out, after having taken meaſures for the ſafety 


u hom I am at preſent, with the 


to them in the ſame manner; and to commit that crime dp 
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M. le Chevalier Azarra, miniſter of Spain, did not delay 
make his appearance. This man, juſily honoured by his co 
alſo deſpiſed all dangers. He had been @ long time with me. 
was then eleven o'clock at night, and they could not avoid 
preſſing their ſurpriſe at ſecing no public officer arrive. . W [ol 
to the cardinal the fecond letter, the copy of which is hereur 
annexed (No. II.) I received, a few minutes after, bis: 
ſwer, hercunto annexed (No. III.). At laſt, an officer, wil 
forty men, whoſe intentions I am fure were good, came, by dir 
tion of the fecretary of Rate, in order to protect my communi 
non with him. But veither he, nor any other perſon, cap 
of concerting any deciſive meaſures with me, for the puy 
of delivering me from the revolters, who {till occupied one py 


came to me on the part of government, notwithſtanding the 1 
peated demands I had made. I then determined to depart; 
ſentiments of indignation had given place to reafon. I the 
wrote the letter No. IV. to the ſecretary of ſtate, demandi 
a patiport. He ſent jt tp me two hours after midnight, with 
letter Na. V. I made all the neceflary regulations in the de 


I wrote to the ſecretary of ſtate letter VI. which he ſeem 
to deſire in anſwer to that which accompanied the one addrel 
to the Marquis of Maſlimi, miniſter of the Pope at Paris. 

At fix o'clock in the morning of the gth, fourteen hours a 
the aſſaſſination of General. Duphot, and the inveſting of 

alace, and of the maſſacre of the people who ſurrounded it, 
— came to me from goverument to knaw. the fituation 


the few French that remained in Rome. The Chevalier Ang 
lini was requeſted to deliver them paſſports for Tuſcany, wht 
they ſound me, and, after my 28 Citizen Cacault,”wi 
renchmen, who have not q 

ted me ſince the danger commencec. | 

After the ſimple relation of facts which I have madt, Iſhi 
do injury ta republicans, te inſiſt upon that vengeance: which | 
French government ſhould take upon this impious . goverums 
which, having aſſaſſinated Baſſeville, would willingly have 
the firſt amballador whom the French government deigned wk 


general who was diſtinguiſhed as a prodigy. of valaut, i 
army in which every man was a hero. | * . 

Citizen miniſter, I will not delay my journey ta Paris; 
ſoon as I ſhall haye regulated the remainder of my affairs, 1 
give you new details upon the Roman government, and 1 
ſtate the puniſhinent which I think ought to be infficted uf 
them. - is 4. 
27 
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This government adheres to its charafter—abſohite, and raſh 
the commiſſion of crimes, cowardly and ſubmiſſive when they 
e committed. It is now at the knees of the Chevalier Azarra, 
ging him to go to Florence after me to bring me back to 
ome. . | ; 

That generous friend of the French wrote me word of it. I 
jd, that this miniſter, and that of "Tuſcany, have aſſured me 
y will ſolicit to be recalled-from a country in which there is 
> real government; where the paſhon of an individual is the 
ſon of the ſtate ; where the private hatręd of the egotiſt influ» 
nces the public man; the Roman conliders his exiſtence as the 
eat object, and ſacrifices the intereſt of the ſtate to that ſenti- 
ent. He will facrifice to it thoſe of his church, and of the 
(Signed) BUONA PARTE. 


= WY 


„ — 


ter from the Cardinal Secretary of State to the Pope, ta the Mar- 
quis of 'Maſfim, at Paris. 
Sir, * „ 
THE diſpatch which J this day ſend to you will be the ſub- 
ect of as much regret to you as it is to me. You know the ex- 
ent of our ſentiments of friendſhip for the French republic, as 
xell as the intereſt which we all feel in whatever concerns it, or 
elates to the citizen ambaſſador Buonaparte, who is ſo ps 
ble a man, I had received yeſterday cvening confidential re- 
ports, ſtating, that, in the courſe of the night, there would be 
ome commotion in the city of Rome. This information did not 
ppear to me deſerving of much weight; but {till I did not think 
t right totally to neglect it: therefore I took thoſe ſteps which 
very wiſe government ought to take, under ſimilar circum- 
ances ; and having thought it my duty to acquaint the ambaſſa- 
lor therewith to-day, he approved of them. | 
remained tranquil, placing an-entire-confidence in the dif] 
tions manifeſted by the ambaſſador, and the precautions 1 
ken, when, all on a ſudden, about eleven o'clock at night, I 
"as informed that a body of inſurgents had-advanced-to his palace, 
o demand ſupport from him, which he moſt firmly refuſetl; 
hat afterwards General Duphot had unfortunately been killed in 
in action which took place between the inſurgents and our troops. 
, It was after this event that the citizen ambaſſador took the roſolu- 
mies of leaving Rome. I endeavouted, by the moſt urgent en- 
| reaties, to induce him to alter his reſolution:; but, in ſpite of 
I ls friendſhip for me, he thought it due to his perſon and ſitua- 
on to take this ſtop ; and I have profited by this opportunity to 
rite to you, and to ſeng the letter by the ambaſſador, I refer 
| you 
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you to him for further information upon this ſubject; and I hay 
ſuch a confidence in his integrity and veracity, that I neither o 
nor ought to doubt that he will ſtate the truth exactly to the I 
rectory, The object of this letter is to deſire you to wait up 
the Directory, and to ſtate to them, that the Holy Father fe 
the moſt ſincere concern at an accident which he could neithy 
foreſee nor prevent. You muſt, not offer any ſatisfaQion for ti 
event, which has rendered the Holy Father, and all of us, 
confolable ; but you muſt entreat the Directory topoint out v 
fatisfaQion they require. To afk it, and to obtain it, ſhall } 
the ſame thing; for neither his Holineſs, myſelf, nor the coy 
of Rome, can be eaſy until we know that the Directory x 
ſatisfied. Knowing their juſtice, I am perſuaded, that if, 
the one ſide, they cannot be indifferent to the loſs of 'a valual 
citizen, on, the other, they cannot doubt of the lively cc 
we feel, they will give due weight to the immediate applicatic 
which you. are charged to make to them, and to the entire con 
dence with which we rely upon their determination. I cam 
give you a more intereſting commiſſion than this; and it will g 
you a title to his Holineſs's favour, if -you can enable me to e 
his mind upon this ſubject. I expect diſpatches from ' you 
ſoon as poſhble, and am | 72 


Your ſervant, 


Signe( I. Doxia Pamenitil, 
Rome, Dec. 28, ws ne) | Cardinal. 


* * 


Copy of a Letter from Monſ. le Chevalier Azarra, to Citizen Bu 
naparte, Ambaſſador of the French Republic at Rome, dated Ri 
29th December 1797. n 


THE ſtate in which you left us this morning is more eahj 
conceived than expreſſed, I did not ſleep the whole of the nig 
and before day I was apprized of your departure, Your n 
came to me, and gave me your billet, which, in the midlt« 
the pleaſure it gave me, cauſed me infinite concern at the loſs 
ſo dear a friend. I did not want it to put me in mind of yt 
yet I will keep it as the moſt ſacred pledge of your friendlhi 
Citizen Torette brought me the effects of the unhappy ge 
which he had ſealed. I cauſed an inventory to be made 
them, and will take care of them until his heirs ſhall have di 
poſed of them, | 

have told your maitre d hotel, the director of the poſts, 
all other Frenchmen, to have recourſe to me upon all occaſia 
with as much confidence as they would to you. The only incl 
venience is, that I am not certain as to my pwn ſafety ; for I. 


Fr 


H,. 
| cir 
OL. 


( 105) 
e people are not at all tranquil, and I am told that there are 


= ommotions at 'T raſttvera. 5 
he IN While writing this, I received a meſſage from the ſecretary of 
ne, in the name of the Pope, requeſting me to 15 to you at. 

> {AT erence, in order to bring you back to Rome. there 

* 25 no common ſenſe in this propoſition, 1 only od that L 

* 25 forbid interfering in the affairs of Rome. Rely upon my 

u, endſhip, &c. &c. | n 

he T. AZARRA. 


; No, I. 

he Ambaſſador of the French Republic at Rome, to the Cardinal 
Secretary of State, dated Rome, 28th December, Eight o Clock at 
ig,. . 

cation WRITE to inform you of a horrible crime which was 
mmitted a few minutes after my return from the Vatican, where 8 
went upon your invitation. The palace of France is ſur- 
nded and violated. It is neceſſary that you, or the governor, 
to e: ſome other perſon who poſſeſſes your confidence, ſhould 
me here. I do not doubt but you will come yourſelf. You 
ill only have to paſs through troops. : 


No. II. 


be Ambaſſador of the French Republic at Rome, to the Cardinal , 
2 of State, dated 28th December, Ten o'Clock at 
if | F , a 5 
AFTER what has juſt happened, it is impoſſible for me 
prolong my ſtay in Rome, without committing the dignity 
my character, and perhaps. promoting intereſts totally con- 
ry to my inſtructions, which were ſuch as ſuit the repreſent- 
on of a great and loyal government. I demand a paſſport. 


1 Bu 


idſſe my family, and ſor the French officers. I beg you will 
loſs Ction the note I ſend you, for procuring poſt-horſes. | : 
f. S. Several Frenchmen have had their cockades torn 
db" their hats in different parts of the city. The government 


l be reſponſible for any wlterior inſults offered to them. 


— 4 
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my Nos. III. and IV. 
8, French Ambaſſader to the Cardinal Secretary, dated Rome, 
ao b Dec 28. | | 


HAVE already aſked for a paſſport : you ought to perceive. 
| circumſtances will not ſuffer me to remain any longer here, 
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Every delay which you occaſion. will aſtoniſh me, and J ſhall ng 
know to what cauſe to attribute it. I repeat it to you, even 
thing calls upon me to ſpeak ; fend me the paſſport, and the c. 
der for the-poſt-horſes. I expect this mark of condeſcenſion fim 
the particular friendſhip you have expreſſed for me. Send me hy 
the bearer that which I aſk of you, and think of the conſequence 
of the leaſt delay. If you could have come to me, you would u 
have doubted the neceſſity of my departure, or of that of the 
mily belonging to General Duphot, whoſe life is intolerable 
this palace. The blood of the unhappy man (till ſtains my apan 
ments and my ſtairs. ' | 

The leaſt delay will be a contradiction to the ſentiments whic 
you have always profeſſed for me, and the eſteem of which 
have given you ſo many proofs. x l 


—— 


No. V. 


Letter from the Cardinal Secretary of State, to the Ambaſſudor B 
naparte, from the Vatican, December 28, 1797. 


THE Cardinal Joſeph Doria Pamphili, ſecretary of tate, 
ceived, with the moſt lively affliction, the note of Citizen Buon 
arte, ambaſſador of the French republic, and has ſigned, wi 
the utmoſt regret, his paſſport, and the order for the poſt-horie 
He dares not requeſt him to delay his departure, but he takes t 
liberty of tranſmitting by him a letter to the Marquis of Maſlim 
in which, inſtead of ſtating all the facts, he relies upon 
good faith of the ambaſſador to ſtate them to the French n 

public. dt 
The health of the Holy Father renders it impoſſible to acqui 
him to-night with all that has happened; and one cannot conſ 
without affliction the impreſſion which this unfortunate en 
will make upon him. This government will be ready to give 
the French republic ſuch ſatisfaction as it may require, though 

have in no degree been in fault. | | 

The Cardinal, before he concludes his letter, begs to ſtate 10 
ambaſſador, that it depends upon him to preſerve that peace wi _ 
the commander in chief ſo generouſly eſtabliſhed at Tolentmo. 
oping every thing from the goodneſs of the ambaſlador, 
renews his aſſurances of high conſideration. 
(Signed) Joskrn CARDINAL Doria PAM. 


No. VI. 

The French Ambaſſador to the Cardinal Secretary, dated Rent, 
—_ Nroeſe, 1797. 
THE ambaffador of the French republic has expreſſed in: 
ther letter, ſent by Citizen Moltedo, his regret at the ind | 


(ww) 


all ne otives which compel him to break off all correſpondence with the 
ever ecretary of ſtate, without ceaſing at the ſame time to retain in 
the os mind the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of regard d for the character and 

n frog e polite and friendly manners of M. le Cardinal Doria, whoſe © 
me fW-oodneſs is diſplaced among thoſe irreconcilable enemies of ſhe 
French name who now govern the court of Rome. I beg y 

; lere the ſentiments o 8 and e, with Which he 


Se bauen. 


; whic ter from Talleyrand Perigord, Miniter „ Affairs, 1 
Citizen nn Anbaſſador of the French 27 45 . 


Paris, 22d Nivoſe (Fan 20930 


I HAVE. received, citizen, the diſtrefling letter which" 
wrote to me, priming to the dreadful events which took ace 


or B Nome on the 8th of Nivoſe. Perfidy and baſe villany were ne. 

| arried to a greater exceſs, Be affured that the French re able 
te ill exact a reparation worthy of itſelf—and with this affiirarice 
B ry ceive the only canſolation which can be given to hi who has 


een one of his beſt friends, and one of the moſt intrepid defenders 
af the republic, die by his ſide; 
kes U Notwithſtanding the care you have taken to conceal Altmoſt 


Iain ery thing which perſonally relates to your conduct on that or- 
jt ible day, you have not prevented us from tur of the French that you 
nch IC 3 with magnanimity the honour of the 


The Directory charge me to expreſs to you, in the Fa 
and warmeſt manner, the lively fartsfaQion which they have re- 
eived from your conduct in this affair. I hope you will readi 
delieve that I am happy to bs their organ in n theſe 


entiments. 
1 8 fraternity. | T 
. En. TALLEYRAND Psn160D. 
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Hage PTY the bunt Directory to the Council of Five lau, 
the It Ventoſe (Feb. 199. 


Citizens Repreſentatives, 


HE theocratic government of Rome, forgetting the benefits 
of the treaty of Tolentino, and ungrateful towards the French 

Prerament, which deigned to ſpare it after the aſſaſſination of 
Baſſeville—that vernment, ever faithleſs to human rights, on 

the 8th of Nivofe laſt, inſulted the great nation in the perſon of 
er ambaſſador, by violating a] juriſdiction of his palace, — 
murder - 
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| - firſt ſteps which have been taken again 
in its perverſity, and furious in its hatred, againſt the'revolution 
and the French republic. | | 


(18) 


murdering before his eyes 2 French general, the brave Duphi 
who had hitherto eſcaped all the dangers of war, but could ng 
avoid this act of cowardly perfidy. The Papal government ha 


for ſome time previous to this event, ſecretly recommenced bo 


lities, and made preparations for war, againſt the French he 
they called foreign generals to their affiſtance ; they correſponds 
ſecretly with the confpirators whom the 18th FruQidor deſeat 
To excite new troubles in the heart of France, they oppoſed the 
deciſions of theologians to the laws of the republic. Final) 
they organized a mock inſurrection againſt themſelves, fron 
which they hoped to find a pretext for calumniating France, a 
committing an outrage on her ambaſſador, but which was miarkel 
by all that giddineſs and rage which were diſplayed in the eveny 
of the 8th Nivoſe. Since that day they have continued thei 
manceuvres and their hoſtilities, It was the duty of the Executin 
Directory, upon this occaſion, to employ for the defence bf th 


Nate all the means which the conſtitution has placed in their hank 


They ordered the general in chief of the army of Italy to man 
towards Rome; and a courier who is juſt arrived brings the is 
formation that the troops of the French republic occupy, ſince 
22d of Pluvioſe (Feb. 10), the caſtle of St. Angelo and tle 
Ca itol. 8 - | 
The Executive Directory conform to the 328th article of th 


- conſtitution, by immediate Ne the legiſlative body of the 


a government incorrigidl 


P. BarRAS, Preſident. . 
LAGARDE, Secretary-general. 


„ 
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3 Preclamation of Cardinal Dona at Rome, on the 3d Feb. 1798. 


ROMANS, wiſe and virtuous Romans, your dear father, yout 
' ſovereign, ſpeaks to you by me, He informs you that be 
has received notice of the approach of a French army againſt thi 
capital, and he is aſſured that it does not come to act 'hoſtileh 


Naias ou. Fear not, therefore, but take courage from the pu- 
en 


ce of his Holineſs. Full of confidence, inſpired by the publi 
conduct and magnanimity of the French republic, your ſovereip 
feels no alarm. Animated with the greateſt tenderneſs towars 


you, he will not forſake you at any time when you may be «WW 


poſed to danger. 


( 199 ) 


— - iclamation to the inſurgent Communes of Maſaccio, Cingoli, Ec. 
x | | 
nt hat Bologna, 17 Pluvioſe / Feb. 5). 


d bol YPOCRITES and fanatics have for a moment miſled you. 
pubh The French troops marched into the midſt of you, declaring % 
dondend proving by their deeds, that they were the friends of the - 
pple : but you have endeavoured to obſtruct their progreſs ; you a 
fed :e even been guilty of firing upon the ſoldiers of France, though, 
Fina ben their phalanxes approached, you were diſmayed, and fled. 
fron he French ſoldier knows that thoſe alone are criminal who are 
e ſecret agents of the government of Rome. He pardons you, 
matten will even reſpect the property which you have abandoned. As 
ever eneral in chief, I pardon you in the name of the French republic. 
d than eturn peaceably to your homes, and conſider the French army 
ecutin an army of friends. I repeat to you, that perſons and property, 
bf M ormip, and your temples, ſhall be reſpected. Pay obedience to 
hand our municipal magiſtrates ; ſubmit to the authority of the French 
ma cers, who command only for the preſent moment. Follow 
the our uſual occupations, and continue to preſerve your manners 
nd cuſtoms in peace: in doing ſo, you will ſoon ſee happineſs 
nd m Fuſed among you. The French army marches towards Rome, 
ot to make conqueſts, but to puniſh the aſſaſſins of General 
Duphot, and the inſult given to the ambaſſador of the republic. 


£ 


rice 3 e 


eech of General Berthier on taking poſſeſſion of thi Capitol, on the 
_ 15th Feb. 1798. 


ANES of Cato, of Pompey, of Brutus, of Cicero,, and of 
— Hortenſius! receive the homage of free Frenchmen, in that 
pitol where you have ſo often defended the rights of the people, 
nd reflected a luſtre on the Roman republic. ,“ 
, your The deſcendants of the Gauls enter this * 7 place, bearing 
hat Ee olive- branch of peace in their hands, to re-eſtabliſh the altars of 
ſt ß ber, erefted by the firſt of the Brutus's. J 
ſtile And you, Roman people! who are about to reſume your legi- 
mate rights, recolle& the blood which runs in your yeins—regard 
he monuments of glory by which you are ſurrounded=<-reſu 
ercign our ancient grandeur, and the virtues of your anceſtors. 


Procla- 


(110) 


' Proclamation by the Department of the Police. 
| LIBERTY—EQUA LITY. 


February 10, Firſt Year of {be Ry 
1 SM | Republic, ene and indivifible, 
h JT is uſeleſs to demonſtrate by words, to the ſovereign: people 
* Roine, the iniquity of the government which is juſt- aboliſhs 
and the advantage of the change which has taken place. E 
fenſible man mult acknowledge, that the will of all ought.top 
vail over the will or the deſpotiſm of a ſmall number of intereli 
perſons; and that the unanimous conſent. of citizens who joy 
their country is more free and more ſincere than that of the i 
zeigners who compoſed a theocratic government of ſo monſtrous 
nature. Abuſes have been carried to their height. The & 
greatly exceeding the revenues of the ſtate, or the ability of 
people to pay it, the ſcarcity of commodities having r 
claſſes to the greateſt diſtreſs, baſe money circulated to a gre 
amount, and impunity given-to the moſt unjuſt monopoly of pn 
viſions, are inconteſtable proofs of the exceſs to which the Pa 
tyranny has been carried. | | 1 
The proviſional government of the Roman republic, which k 
reoovered its ancient rights, promiſe to pay unremitting attenti 
to the re-eſtabliſhment of the equality and the balance of ca 
merce, ſo that proviſions of every kind may be procured for tha 
fellow- citizens. At preſent they content themſelves with 
nouncing, that the Mount of Piety ſhall be immediately open 
and that the perſons who have goods depoſited there may have the 
reſtored to the amount of /wenty pacli, 53 
The free Romans, confident of the future proſperity of 26 
public which will render them happy, are invited to giye proofs 
their joy and their patriotiſm by illuminations to-morrow. . 
. .'Foicrown this feſtival by a fraternal meeting, there will be 
public and gratis ball on Sunday evening, in the great theatre 
Alberte; but without maſks, as that kind of amuſement is 
an infamous remnant of the barbarous feudal ſyſtem. N 
The good order and the tranquillity of the city requires that 
citizens thould identify themſelves with the general will. Fr 
perſon is therefore expected to wear the national cockade, the d 
lours of which are white, black, and red. Thoſe who app 
with the cockade of a foreign nation, muſt produce their authc 
for wearing it. 
The ſovereign people have already, in ſeveral places, pv 
down the armorial bearings of the aboliſhed government: 
juſtice and order demand that all marks of ſlavery ſhould be eig 
where inſtantly laid aſide by thoſe who arrogate to themſelves 
ridiculous pretenſions. 


Fs; 1} 


In aboliſhing theſe enſigns of tyranny, it is proper alſo to ſup- 
reſs all diſtinctive ſigns of ariſtocracy whatever: therefore all 
ders of chivalry, gold keys, titles of nobility, or pre-eminence 


ces, and other badges of perſonal ſervitude, are alſo prohibited, 


a inſulting to God, and degrading to man. . 
eople o Ni. Corona, Præſect. 
oliſhe MARTELLI, Secretary. 

E 2 155 
to p | | | 
t peneral of Brigade Vial, Commandant of Rome, to the peaceable 


Inhabitants of the City, and to the Civic Guard. 


1 Rome, 8th Venteſe, (26th Feb.) 
he « REPORT was ſpread yeſterday, that there was a diviſion in 
of the French army. The factious, the fanatics, aſſaſſins, and 
aced dbers, inſtantly formed the deſign of —— of this 
2 g%ircumſtance. They began by organizing aſſaſſination in every 
of prlffMuarter ol the town, and ſome French ſoldiers were ſurrounded 


nd murdered, They then aſſembled in the quarter of Tranſte- 
erro, with the fanatics at their head, carrying an image of the 
irgin, They appeared near St. Peter's church, crying Va 
Maria! where, as the firſt act of their religion, they put to death 
whole guard of ſoldiers. They next took poſſeſſion of the bridge 
f Sextus, and of all the neighbouring ſtreets. The pillaging was 
have begun in the quarter inhabited by the Jews, and was af- 
wards to have been carried through the whole city, had the firſt 
ttempts been ſucceſsful ; but the ruffians were 1 of the 
irit which animated the French troops; they knew not that 
pon the firſt ſummons every one would be upon his poſt, parti- 
ularly when it was neceſſary to defend a people (the Jews) whom 
ur principles teach us to protect. I was ſoon informed of all 
hat had paſſed ; and corps of troops ſent into different quarters of 
he town aſſured me of the tranquillity of thoſe places; but at 
| ranſteverro the miſcreants were-in conſiderable force. It was 
eceſſary to march againſt them, and without loſing a moment's 
ime I proceeded againſt them myſelf, at the head of ſome troops. 
aey received us with a fire of muſketry ; but the bayonets, of re- 
þublicans ſoon overcame every obſtacle. The gate near which 
e unfortunate Duphot was aſſaſſinated was forced with. fixed 
yonets, and the bridge of Sextus was carried in the ſame 


anner, 


pul Inhabitants of Rome! be confident that the French wiſh to 
t: 'omote your happineſs: of this intention they laſt night gave you 
e e convincing proof. Had we not wiſhed to give ſecurity to the 
yes (i ves and properties of the peaceable citizens, we might have con. 


ned ourſelves with occupying ſome military poſitions, and the 
4 | promiſe 


any kind, are prohibited, as injurious to equality. Liveries, 
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iſe of protection we mafſe to you would not, as now, han 
been ſealed with the blood of our brethren in arms. 
As for you, civic guard, you have diſplayed on this occaſion 
zeal and devotion for good order which will for ever ſecure toy 
the gratitude of your tellow-citizens. I am happy to have the 
portunity on beſtowing on you in this public manner that tribute 
eulogy and eſteem which your — has ſa juſtly merited. 
A great number of aſſaſſins who were taken with arms in 
hands will be tried within twenty-four hours. | 
(Signed) VII. 


Alexander Berthier, General in Chief of the French Army, to tk 
| People of the Roman Republic. | 


THE enemies of your happineſs, and of liberty, have ende 
voured to miſlead you. Some movements took place ye 
terday in the quarter of Tranſteverro, which were repreſſed} 
force. Several Frenchmen were aſlaſſinated—ſome of the guily 
have been arteſted, and ſhall be puniſhed. 

It was believed the French army was diſunited, but thoſe wh 
thought ſo were deceived : were it poſſible that diſcord ſhouid eve 
prevail in the army, be convinced that the moment in which thy 
enemies of liberty and of France ſhould dare to ſhow themſelye 
under any colour whatever, that moment the French troq 
would be united, and diſplay the energetic character which ha 
ſo often conducted them to libeer), and taught their enemies t 
tremble, ; 

Roman people! liſten not to perfidious counſels ; reſpeRt thi 
conſtituted authorities, who are conſtantly employed in ende, 
youring to promote your happineſs. Invite every Roman citnel 
to make known directly to me every inſtance of vexation or q 
E of any kind he may be ſubject to. All criminals ſha 


ſeyerely puniſhed. | | 
(Signed) BERTMIER 


Meſſage to the: Council of Five Hundred, on the 13th Ventoſe (J 
TORTS er —__ * IN | 
Citizens Repreſentatives, a | 145 

Two governments of Europe have been remarked for 


cunning and ſanguinary policy, and for their hatred & if 
France, particularly France free and a republic. Theſe are tk nsf 
cabinet of St. James's, and the theocracy of Rome. The crime he 
of the former of theſe governments have long excited our ing 
nation; they will ſoon receive. their juſt chaſtiſement. Th# 5 
| 8 ” 8 3 crime 
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mes, however, are nothing in compariſon to thoſe of the 
hop of Rome. 0 . | 
3y a former meſſage, the Directory announced to you that the 
ach troops occupied the caſtle of St. Angelo, and the Capitol. 
ey communicate to you to-day the ulterior news which they 
» received from Rome, and which contains the details of one 
the greateſt events of modern —_— 
On the 27th Pluvioſe, General Berthier arrived under the 
ls of Rome: he did not enter the city himſelf, but remained in 
camp. 
On "A morning of the 27th, the anniverſary of the 23d year of 
reign of Pius the Sixth, the Roman people proceeded to the 
% Vaccino, where they drew up a ſolemn act of the reſumption 
their right of ſovereignty. | 

n this proclamation it is ſaid in ſubſtance, that the Roman 
ple, oppreſſed for a long period by a government of prieſts, 
real political monſter, have attempted ſeveral times in vain 
throw off the horrible yoke; that a ſecret magic of ſuper- 
ion, of intereſt, and of armed force, combined againſt their 
ns, had rendered hitherto their efforts uſeleſs; but that at 
2th this government had fallen aſunder of itſelf, by its alterna- 
s of imbecility and inſult, of meanneſs and pride: that the 
man people, fearful of ſeeing a horrible anarchy, or 'a worſe 
nny ſucceed, had collected all their courage and ſtrength to 
vent the effects of this diſſolution; that they had in conſequence 
ermined to reclaim their rights of ſovereignty ; that finally this 
ited people declare with one voice and ſpirit, to God himſelf, 
| to the univerſe; 10 
hat the Roman people have had no hand in the horrible attacks 
| aſſaſſinations by which the government have ſo grievouſly of- 
ded the French nation, and her invincible” republic : attacks 
ich the people deteſt and abhor, and the infamy of which will 
oil upon the heads of the authors. E | 

hat in ſuppreſſing, aboliſhing, and annihilating the political, 
dnomical, 'and civil authorities of this government of prieſts, 
people have erected themſelves into a free and independent ſo- 
eign ; that they have reſumed all their legiſlative and executive 
ers ; that they will exerciſe them by their repreſentatives, ac- 
ding to the rights of men, which are impreſcriptible, and ac- 
ding to the principles of juſtice, truth, liberty, and equality. 
That in conſequence, by this act, all political, economical, and 
il faculties exerciſed in the name of the Pope, are proviſionally 
nsferred to departments and members named by the people, at 
head of whom are five councils, inveſted with the powers which 
congregation of ſtate es. '! | | e 


Vor. VII. | b Q by i | This 


"26s 


This 2 contains beſides, the nomination of all the « 
magiſtrates, prefects, ediles, officers of the proviſiogal gow 
ment. *** 

Finally, the people name eight deputies to go in their name 
the general of the troops of the republic, in order to implore 
him the powerful protection of a generous nation of thoſe Free 
men whoſe example has been the light that bas enlightened 
Romans, and whoſe friendſhip will guide and guarantee their 
turn to liberty and their regeneration. bo 

The act is dated Rome, the 15th February 1998, the 
year of liberty proclaimed in the Capitol: it is followed by the 
natures of all the Roman citizens, knowing how to read and v 
to the number of ſeveral thouſands ; in preſence of whom, a 
countleſs number of people, it is ſaid, that the act was read w 
| loud and clear voice, configmed and approved with acclamaty 
and univerſal joy. Be. 

| After the proclamation, trees of liberty were planted before 
Capitol, and in other public places. 

At noon. the deputation, bearing the colours of the Roman 
public, preſented to General Berthier the wiſhes. of the pet 
and the provifionat government. 3 

The general proceeded to the Capitol himſelf, to reply to 
Roman people in the name of the French. 

He traverſed Rome in the midſt of an immenſe erowd, appla 
ing our arms. He aſcended the Capitol, invoked the mane: 
Cato and Brutus, and declared, according to the intentions of 
Exacutive Directory, that the French republic profeſſes this pi 
eiple, that the people are ſovereign, and recogniſed the indepet 
ence of the Roman republic, conſiſting of all the territory wii 
remained under the temporal authority of the Pope by the tr 
of Campo Formio. 3 

The Directory anne to this meſſage a copy of the declanation 
General Berthier, in French and Italian. „ 

After this declaration, tranſmitted to the proviſional con 
the general in chief made the tour of the Capitol, in the midi 
immenſe crowds, rending the aix with cries of, Live the French 
public, the Roman republic, and liberty ! 

He palled. through, Rome to return to his camp, The 
exclamatiuns, the ſame joy followed him. | 

He ſays, in a diſpatch, of the 25th Pluvioſe, «© The alt 
of liberty arg fte · erected in the Capitol. All the people 
content,” | | 

On the 28th, he writes that this revolution was effeRed in! 

reateſt order, and that Rome offers the impoſing and * 
fellie ſpectacle of a wiſe people reſuming their dignity, bre 


their chains, and preſerving only a cold contempt for their 


| preſſors.“ 


2 
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[n another diſpatch of the ad of this month, he annong o every 
ing that could conſolidate the great work of the ever memorable. 
y of the 27th Pluvioſe. | Fr | q 
The municipality of Rome is organized, as well as the civic 
ard, which has taken the oath of fidelity to the Roman re- 
blic. 1 | 546.08 | | 
Tl The French general has taken thoſe precautions which wort 
e their Wh prejudices might require on his part. On the goth Pluvioſt, 
churches of Rome reſounded with a Te Deum, to celebrate the 
y on which Rome regained her liberty, and proclaimed her ro- 
blic. Fourteen cardinals ſung this hymn themſelves in St. Pu- 
s: they are not of the number of thoſe who counſelled the hox- 
ble perfidy committed againſt France ; the authors of it are for 
e moſt part fled, the reſt are taken. 
The Pope quitted Rome on the 2d of this month, at four o'clock. 
e demanded from the French two officers, who were granted 
m to ferve as a ſafeguard, It was not thought proper to keep 
m priſoner, becauſe he threw himſelf upon our loyalty. Nor 
ve the attentions due to his great age been forgotten ; but he 
It himſelf that he could not remain at Rome, that he ought to 
nſummate the revolution, give place to liberty, and reſign him- 
If to his lot. Free Rome has been purged from the preſence of 
e deſpot, his arms have been removed, and his retreat has been 
lebrated by a ſolemn fete. | 
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mn Trees of liberty are planted in all the communes of the c:-devant 
ns of ecleſiaſtical ſtates. It was ſomewhat difficult to deſtroy in Rome 
his p e prejudice and hatred which the Papal government had at- 


mpted to excite againſt the French army, by circulating the fear 
violation and pillage, and by accrediting the falſe _ 
t, under pretence of wiſhing to revenge a great crime, France 
peculated upon the eonqueſt of the country, in order to make a 
lameful traffic of it with other powers; but this ſiniſter im- 
reſſion has been done away by the frank reply of General Ber- 
ier to the act of the Roman people. He ſhowed that the 
rench are not merchants of ſlaves : far from trading in men, 
ley are the deliverers of them. An order has been given to celo- 
ate at Rome the affecting and fare well fate of the brave and ill- 
ted Duphot. K ET 
Grand monuments are about to be erected on the ſpots where 
ſſeville and. Duphot were maffacred. a ” RN 
The Roman people themſelves ec a fete of an antique and 


We character, icated to the glory of the French republic, 

hd which is to take place in the Roman Frram, under the tri- 
mphal arches of the Emperors Titus and Severus. 1 

You will be ſatisfied, citizens repreſentatives, with learning, 
ſuch great events have taken place without the effuſion of 
0d ; that the public treaſury, the monuments of the arts, pro- 
22 penty 
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perty and perſons, have been reſpected ; and that the diſcipline 
the army of Italy, equal to its valour, has merited the eſteem 
admiration of the Romans reſtored to themſelves, 
The Directory has but one trait to add | 
The proviſional 1 of the Roman republic haz 
pointed an ambaſſador to the French republic. He ſet off on 
za Ventoſe. Oh, citizens repreſentatives! what a feature in 
kiſtory of the world is the ſending to Paris of a miniſter from 
Roman conſuls, to thank the French for the generous 
given by them to the deliverance of Rome ! What ſoul, hoy 
under the influence of apathy, could remain inſenſible to ſo gl 
ous a ſight? Who can, without tranſport, hear the recital of 
awaking of the Roman people from their ſlumber ? Who d 
refuſe to ſalute the renaſcent republic? But, above, all, k 
ſublime to bear the title of French citizen, and to ſee that yn 
people extinguiſh for ever the thunders of the Vatican, with 
3 _ that is erecting again, in the Capitol, altars 
iberty * | 
The Executive Directory cannot doubt the effect which this 
tional ſentiment will produce upon you, citizens repreſentatin 
and they have reaſon to believe that you will approve, ina ſole 
manner, the condact of the army of Italy. 
(Signed) MxRLIx, Preſident. 
LAGARDE, Sec. Ger 


* — \ 


Proclamation of General Berthier, at Rome, on the 21th Plas 


TH Roman people are reſtored to their rights of ſovereig 
| by proclaiming their independence, by aſſuming the 
vernment of ancient Rome, and by conſtituting the Kol 
republic. | : is yh 
The general in chief of the French army in Italy declares, 
the name of the French republic, that he acknowledges the 
dependent Roman republic, and that it is under the ſpecial 
tection of the French arms. g Wo. 
The general in chief alſo acknowledges, in the name of! 
French republic, the ꝑroviſional government choſen by the Rod 
ple. 3 a | 
FAIL temporal authorities proceeding from the Pope are therel 
ſuppreſſed, and ſhall exerciſe no functions whatever. 

T he general in chief ſhall make every diſpoſition neceſlar] 
ſecure the independence of the Roman people, and to perfedt 
organization of their goyernment, in order that their new laws! 
be founded on the baſis of liberty and equality. 
lle will adopt every meaſure calculated to promote the happi 

of che Romans. | | 
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The French general Ceryoni is charged with the direction of 
he police, and providing for the ſecurity of the city of Rome; 
d alſo with the inſtallation of the new government, | 
The Roman republic, acknowledged by the French republic, 
mprehends all the territory which remained under the temporal 
ff on Wuthority of the Pope after the treaty of Campo Formio. 


Ire in ALEX. BERTHIER. 
from * . SR; 

$ ſupy 7 ä 
* Nite ſent on the 15th Sept. 1797, to the Government of Berne, 

12 5 Purit, 29 Fruftider (15 Sept.). 


[ho d HE Executive Directory, convinced that the miſſion of Mr. 
Wickham to the Helvetic cantons, has no reference what- 
er to the reſpective intereſts of England and Switzerland, and 
with bat his ſole object is to excite and further plots againſt the inter- 
altars Wl and external ſecurity of the French republic, charge Citizen 
lingaud to invite and require the government of the canton of 
h this ere, and alſo the other Helvetic cantons, if neceſſary, to give 
tat irections for Mr. Wickham's immediate departure from the ter- 
a ſolei ories of Switzerland. 3 8 | 
(Signed) REVEILLIERE LEPAUX, Pref, 
LAGARDE, vec. Gen. = 


. Reply of the Canton of Berne. 


THE republic of Berne, always holding in the higheſt eſti- 
nation the good intentions of the French republic, has taken 
nto mature conſideration the note tranſmitted to them by Citizen 
ingaud, in the name of the Executive Directory of the French 
epublic. r IN 
They have to remark, that, for nearly a century paſt, Britiſh 
vents or miniſters have, uniformly reſided in Switzerland, and 
at Mr, Wickham, whoſe departure from Switzerland is re- 
uired by the Executive Directory, being accredited to all the 
lates of the Helvetic confederacy as miniſter plenipotentiary, 
he republic of Berne cannot decide ſeparately on a ſubject which 
o eſſentially involves the rights of others, and the neutrality of 
he Helvetic body, as declared and recogniſed by all the powers 
ow at war. els ; 
ceſar Wl 1 government of Berne, always employed in maintaining 
rmony and good underſtanding with France and the other bel- 
avs a erent powers, ſubmits the above conſiderations to the wiſdom 
d good ſenſe of the Executive Directory, aſſuring the Direc- 
ory, at the ſame time, that the government of Berne, in concert 
nth the co-ſtates, will loſe no time in coming to a — 
uita 
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 fuitable to the magnitude of the ſubject, ſhould the Executin 
Directory deem it expedient to addreſs itſelf to this effect, to te 
laudable Helvetic body. F | 

(signed) Moxror, Chancellor, 
Berne, 11th OF. 1797. 


— — 


— — 
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Letter from M. Ochs, Envoy from Baſle, to his Conſtituents. . 
Magnificent and gracious Lords, | 72 
HIS is probably the laſt time that theſe antiquated titles ſhal 
ſtrike the ears of your excellencies. I cannot diſſemble the 
pleaſure I have in renouncing them myſelf, and in cheriſhing tk 
hope that the endearing title of citizen is ſoon to ſurccedl 
them. 

I conſider the revolution in Switzerland as completed. Th 
different cantons, their dependencies, and ſome of their allicy 
will, I hope, ſoon form a democratic and repreſentative republ 
Threats, boaſtings, irregular meaſures, which may be thou 
ingenious and firm, petty ſhifts, miſerable intrigues, may perhap 
retard the criſis, and even render it troubleſome : but theſe mea 
will not prevent the revolution from being carried into effed, 
The decree is paſſed. Deſtiny ſeems to have declared the end 
all degrading ariſtocracies . _ - | 5 
It is honourable for my canton to be the firſt which gave the er 
ample to Switzerland, It will be glorious for it to have con 
menced partially the general revolution, | without anarchy, u 
without convullion : it any man, from obſtinacy, raſh engay 

ments, or from principles of pride or ſelfiſhneſs, be diſpoſed # 
reſiſt the torrent, to irritate the minds, or to provoke the paſo 
of his fellow-citizens, and to ſtain the paſſage from the angie 
regimen to the new order of things, let him remove from olf 
frontiers! He will ſpare himfelf remorſe, and us regret. 
have. been informed of the efforts which ſeveral worthy map 
trates, and a great number of privileged citizens, have contiaud 
to make, ſince my departure, to, haſten our particular revo 
tion, Their names ſhall be ever engraven on my heart; and 
greatly rejoice, that in a ſhort time a perfect equality eſtabliſh 
among us will not permit them any longer to ſuſpect that Wl 
ſentiments I entertain for them are in the ſmalleſt degree © 
need with the hope of their protection. I am alſo informs 
of the rapidity with which our ſubject ſtates, which, thank 
ven, will ſoon ceaſe to be ſo, proceed in the career of their en 
cipation. They are, as it were, electrified. They have ces 
to fear, or to be the dupes of our fineſt exhortations. They 
gin to believe that the great nation does not love our ari 
that its government is not divided in opinion with reſpeQ to" 


* 


f 1g ) 


eutin hey are no longer perſuaded that a hundred thouſand Ruſſians 
to Me marching towards the Rhine, or that the cauſe of oligarchies 
ue cauſe of God. They feel that they are men, and recollect 
lor. hat their anceſtors and themſelves have done every thing for us, 
and that we have done nothing for them. They have diſcovered that 
hey want a guarantee for the future, and that this guarantee cam 
only be found in the equality of political rights, a conſtitution 
ſting on that baſis, and, above all, new elections. Our ſecret 
ouncil has, indeed, written to me, that our ſubjects defire to re- 
main as they are; but I cannot eaſily believe that men of com- 
s (hal on ſenſe, provided they are free to ſpeak what they think, 
le would ſeriouſly manifeſt the deſire of remaining hereditary ſub+ 
og eas, and that in a kind of ſubjection of which there exiſts not 
ucceelſſ en any example in the monarchies of Europe. Beſides, I have 
eceived addreſſes which demonſtrate the contrary: they remind 
| ne of the opinions which I have always profeſſed, and conjure 
alli re to ſeize, like a real tribune of the people, the favourable. op- 
bl ortuaities for emancipating the petitioners. I have alſo. been 
ug orrefly informed of the ron which the minority of the 
era agiſtrates have ſucceſſively made, and which for ſome time 
mean med to be deciſive, I have experienced from this inexpreffidle 
yy ; but I learn with regret that much valuable time is loſt in 
end ¶¶ eputations, commiſſions, and frivolous conceſſions, wiſhed to 
e made with principles: that a mental reſervation prevails; that 
the eriWopes are entertained of continuing in place, and, in 2 word, 
cat a new influence appears to have ariſen from the diet of 
tau; a diet which completely deceived the expectation of every 
rue Swiſs as well as foreigners; a diet which, during the three 
eeks it has been aſſembled, has ſet itſelf againſt every thing it 
allo ught to have performed. Again, and for the laſt time, I ſpeak 
A —_ ou on the real intereſts of the country. I tell you, that the 
gt of ſimple common ſenſe, the force of circumſtances, the 
| generation of primitive ideas, the public and general good, an 
mag finite number of political conſiderations, and particularly the 
ious Winciples of eternal juſtice, impoſe upon you the duty of acgui- 
cing, without delay, in the wiſhes of your ſubjeRs, and in the 
ouncils of the magiſtrates and citizens who have proved them- 
lves their defenders. Declare, then, by a formal decree, | , 
hat Wn it. That there are no longer any ſubjects. 
ee CC 2d. That each village, burgh, and ſection of towns, ſhall 
na primary aſſembly, and immediately elect repreſentatives— 
ne for each fifty perſons Who have reached the age of twenty- 
en bur years. 
3d. That theſe repreſentatives, aſſembled at Baſle, ſhall form a 
hey | articular conſtitution, to remain in force until the ſentiments of 
- e other parts of Switzerland be known, | 4 
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- 4th. That they fhall eſtabliſh, in the mean time, while the 
conſtitution is preparing, ſome proviſional committees for main. 
taining order, and managing the preſent buſineſs; and, finally, 
that each of you charge yourſelves to preſent to thoſe appointeſ 
for the aboye purpoſe, the act of reſignation of all your places 
without apy reſerve whatever. | 
] am anxious to be before you in this tranſaction. I deelarg, 

therefore, that I renounce every hereditary privilege; that hence- 
forth I confider our ſubje&s as fellow- citizens; and that I an 
ready to depoſit in the hands of the repreſentatives of the 
ple every power, authority, command, preſidency for life, a 

otherwiſe, with which J am inveſted. The influence which x 
declaration fo preciſe may have in the preſent circumſtance, 
will, perhaps, fill up the meaſure of the complaint which the 
ariſtocracy have been accumulating againſt me ſince the 14th 
July 1789, expecting the great day of their vengeance. I an 
not ignorant of their malevolence; but the more the ariſtecraq 
hate me, the more I loye myſelf, | 

| (Signed, &c.) 


i 
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MANIFESTO. 


Our Un10Nn ForMs OUR POWER. 
The Citizens of the Country to the Burgeſſes of the Town of Bali 


Citizens; | / | January 18, 1798. 

. WOU know tht the people of the country require their 
I berty. It is a right which they derive from God and nator. 
During an age, this right has been a ſtranger to the country in- 
| bitants of the canton of Baſle, and we have been obliged to * 
main ſilent, We have been compelled to bend our heads und 
an ariſtocratic yoke, which the burgeſſes of the town of Bal 
have impoſed upon us. How painful this muſt be to every tn 
Swiſs! We well know that your pretended rights are ſupport 
by alienations and titles. We know that the town of Baſle put 
chaſed its ſubjects from ruined - princes or fanatical prieſts: bi 
can you perſuade yourſelves that the rights of man are alienadle? 
You know as well as we do, that claims and contracts reſt ſc 

on the right of the ſtrongeſt, and on the force of arms, and thi 
ſuch pretenſions have no reality but in the power of maintainilf 
them. Your rights are not hereditary : we never ſubſcribed you 
title-deeds 3 we never conſented to them, We expect that 
demand will receive your approbation. You will not oppoſe 
confederation, which has for its only object the general , 
"which may even extend the limits of your civil liberty, If font 
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ſt loſe, others muſt gain. Such is the fate of all revolutions ; 


main. nd none ought to refuſe the making of _—_ ſacrifices to procure 
nally, WW mportatit advantages. We know the ſecret of revolutions as 
intel! as the force of arms: we know the means of ptopagating 


ur principles—we leave you to think the reſt. For ages it has 
een our only wiſh to defend our country, at the expenſe of out 


ela lood—be not aftonifhed, then, that we ſeek our liberty at the 
ene · ¶ ame price. Such is the manifeſto which we addreſs to you, aud 
I an» all the univerſe. It depends only on you to favoùr the ſucceſs 


f our enterpriſe. Reflect on the ſpirit of the times, and you 
ill be convinced that an 2 — reſiſtance will occaſion more 


ich i olent means to be ufed, and excavate the abyſs which muſt ſwal- 
_ ow up our unhappy commune. | 

h t | | 58 
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Declaration of the Sovereign 7 of Berne, on the 31% January 
15 179 *\” . 

E being aſſembled this day, upon oath, to deliberate upon 
the meaſutes to be taken for the ſafety of the country, 
ave perſonally bound ourſelves by a ſolemn oath, and have firmly 
ſolved to defend the country at the price of our property and out 
lood, to the laſt extremity, and with all our power againſt any 
nemy whatever, and to employ to that end all the means de- 
ndent upon us, in concert with our dear and faithful burghers. 


o 
„ —— —— * 


— 


Mee of the Executive Dire&oty to the Council of Five Hundred, 
on the gth Pluviaſe ( Feb. 5). . 


to Citizens Repreſentatives, | „ 

THE Helvetic oligarehy, which, ſince the commencement of 
the revolution, has taken ſo active à part in all the ſecret 
achinations againſt liberty, and in all the plots formed for the 
ſtruftion of the French republic, has now filled up the meaſure 


le put” its crimes by violating, in the perſons of ſeveral of our brave 
s: bocthren in arms, the moſt ſacred laws of the right of nations. 
nadle he Executive Directory, in, conformity with the 328th article 


the conſtitution, muſt acquaint you with every thing that f 
ug ed, and with the meaſhres it has taken». The ny 6 of the. 
tainmggzys de Vaud, detached from Savoy in 1530, have for a long 


d yl me groaned under the deſpotiſm of the governments of Berne 
at ( nd Fribourg. That country, originally diſmembered from 
of | rance, formed under the Sayoifiah government a ſepatate pro- 

„ce, governed by the ſtates, in concert with à ducal bailiff, 
f ſc hoſe prerogatives were circumſcribed by conſtitutional laws. 


heſe laws, even in 1530, were deſpifed and trod under foot by 
Vor, VII. x R - the 


< 122) 


the patricians of Berne and Fribourg. In 1544, the Duke d 
Savoy renounced all pretenſions to that country, but he formal 
ipulated that its conſtitution ſhould be preſerved ; and on thi 
26th of April 1565, the French government conſtituted itſelf 
guarantee of this treaty, and conſequently of the political right 
of the Pays de Vaud. It is well known with how little delica 
the governments of Berne and Fribourg conſtantly violated thy 
focial contract formed between them and the Vaudois, by thek 
new treatiess The Vaudois, at different periods, remonſtrate 
againſt that oppreſſion to which they were victims; but force fa 
a long time impoſed ſilence on the multitude, and thoſe amony 
them who diſplayed more courage than the reſt were proſeribe 
One of theſe was the brave General Laharpe, who, adopted by 
the French republic, became one of its moſt intrepid defend 
and ſealed with his blood, in the plains of Italy, the attachme 
which he had ſworn to it, Liberty, however, was ſupported i 
the Pays de Vaud by numerous and ſtrenuous friends, who 

length determined to claim the protection due to them from «| 
republic in virtue of the treaties of 1564 and 1565, both as f 
ſubſtitute of the ci- devant Duke of Savoy, and as replacing i 
ancient French government. Scarcely was the re of thi 
claim ſpread abroad, when malevolence — lay he 
of it, and to inſinuate in a public journal, that the Pays 
Vaud, as a reward for its attachment to liberty, was to be & 
tached from Switzerland, and inco ted with France. The 
inſinuatians, which aſcribed to the French republic views of it 
vaſion contrary to its good faith, had evidently no other objed 
than to alarm the Vaudois reſpecting the conſequences of thok 
ſteps which they might take for the recovery of their ancies 
rights. The Executive Directory took the firſt opportupit 
therefore, of proving the falſity of them by a decree + the 201 
Frimaire, which prohibited the journal that contained them, 
by notifying what it had done to all the Helvetic cantons. 0 
the 8th Nivoſe following, the miniſter of foreign affairs ga 
an account to the Executive Directory of the claims which hat 
been addreſſed to it, for re-eſtabliſhing the Vaudois in the poli 
cal rights hitherto guaranteed to them in vain by the treaties & 
1564 and 1565; and the Directory the ſame day paſſed a deem 
charging the miniſter of the republic to the Helvetic cantons, 

declare to the governments of Berne and Fribourg, that the me# 
bers of theſe governments ſhould be perſonally anſwerable for i. 
individual ſafety and property of the inhabitants of the Pays 
Vaud, who ſhould or might in future addreſs themſelves to 
French republic, to obtain by it its mediation to be maintain 
or reinſtated in all their rights, according to ancient treatic 
This determination was the more urgent, ſince the governms 


of Berne, as it has itſelf acknowledged by its anſwer to 24 
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Juke al remonſtrance made to it by the CY through its diplo- 
xmallWatic agent, had already ordered a levy of militia to march 
on thefWhoainſt the French troops aſſembled in ſome places of the de- 
ü nment of Mont-Terrible, and had even cauſed to be arreſted 
| righſhic deputies of thoſe communes who had refuſed to take up arms 
elicanMeainſt the republic. The government of Berne had even pro- 
ted t eeded farther. It had publicly enrolled emigrants, and given 
y the elter to French requiſitionaries and deſerters; and it did not 
\ſtratMiiſemble its deſign of employing them to ſuppreſs by force the 
xe Ums of the inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud, and to direct 
en againſt the republic. Theſe hoſtile diſpoſitions were a ſuf- 
eribeleient warning to the Directory to take 25 precautions. 
ted H rders were given for a diviſion of the army of Italy, which had 


end quired ſo many laurels under General Maſſena, to march on 
hes way to France through Carouge, in order that it might pro- 
ted Med thence to the departments of I'Ain, Jura, and Doubs, for 


ho e purpoſe of watching the motions of the troops of Berne 
m Md Fribourg, and to be always prepared to repel every aggreſ- 
on, The event juſtified this precaution : on the 28th Nivoſe 


ng t, the — commanding at Carouge was informed by an 
of U cial diſpatch from the committee of Nyon, inveſted with full 
Yb owers by the council of that town, that fourteen battalions, 
ich the neceſſary artillery, were about to ſet out from Berne, 
de eWzainſt the country of the Pays de Vaud; and that, over and 
Tb dove, levies: of troops were privately ordered in all the vil- 
of ges on the frontiers of that country, contrary to the poſitive 
objel e romiſe which had been made to that committee. Immediately 
tho ter this notice, the diviſion under General Maſſena ares 


nie lenard, general of brigade, who commanded in the abſence of 
uni de general of diviſion, informed the Executive Directory, by a 
e 210888 [patch of the 8th Pluvioſe, that there could be no doubt re- 
petting the movements made by the cantons of Berne and Fri- 
ourg to ſilence the claims of the Pays de Vaud; and that Gene- 
al de Weiſs, inveſted with full powers from theſe cantons, under 
he title of commander in chief of the troops of Berne and 
ribourg in the Pays de Vaud, had eſtabliſhed his head-quarters 
t Yverdun, and was on the point of committing hoſtilities. 
Ihe ſame day General Menard, agreeably to the inſtructions 
hich he had received from the Executive Directory, ſent a ſum- 
nons to General Weiſs to draw off his troops, and to leave to 
he inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud the free exerciſe of their 
'ghts, claims, and applications, declaring, at the ſame time, 
hat, in caſe of a refuſal, he-ſhould be obliged to repel force by 
orce, to put an end to reſiſtance, and to purſue the authors of 
f. General Menard charged his aid-de- camp, Citizen Autier, to 
arry this ſummons to General Weiſs, at . and the aid- 
"amp was accompanied by two huſſars, whom the patriots of 
| R 2 Moudon 


An 
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Moudon thought proper, when they paſſed through that town, ty 
' reinforce with an eſcort of two Vaudois dragouns. At the dif, 
tance of two leagues from Verdun, this officer being in a car. 
rjage, and conſequently not in a ſtate of aggreſſion or even d 
defence, was ſuddenly attacked by a poſt of troops belonging u 
Berne. The two huſſars who attended him immediately fa 
bored through with balls; one of the Vaudois was wounded, 
his horſe was killed under him, and Citizen Autier himſelf wa 
ſaved merely by a kind of prodigy. On his return to Moudon, 
Aid-de-camp Autier found all the militia called out, and unde 
arms. Being informed of the attempt made againſt him, the 
flew to his aſſiſtance, and, with flambeaux in their hands, ſwar 
that they would ſet fire to the village which had been the theatre 
of this horrid attack, Citizen Autier uſed his utmoſt endeavoun 
to check their vengeance, which might have involved the inno- 
cent with the -guilty ; and fortunately the conflagration, at fill 
announced as already effected, was not carried into execution, 
The militia of Moudon and Lauſanne united themſelves to dtin 
from the village of Thieran the troops which had been guilty df 
the aſſaſſination. General- Menard, when informed of the 
horrid crimes which had been committed, could not be ignorant 
of the real cauſe. The troops of Berne did not challenge the 
eſcort of his aid-de-camp ; they had not come out for the purpok 
of reconnoitring ; they knew beſides that he was to paſs, be- 

cauſe the horſes had been ordered eight hours before. The open 
intention of aſſaſſinating an envoy of the French republic coul 
not then be doubfed. General Menard thought himſelf ther- 
fore obliged to cauſe his diviſion to march, and next morning it 
entered the Pays de Vaud, preceded by a proclamation to the in- 
habitants, a copy of which is hereto annexed. The troops dl 
Berne and Fribourg have on their part entirely evacuated ibe 
Pays de Vaud. The Vaudois militia, already very numerous 
well organized, and commanded by able officers, are preparing 
to purſue them, and it appears that at this moment they threates 
even Berne itſelf. The French troops have remained in de 
Pays de Vaud. f | 

Such, citizens repreſentatives, was the ſtate of things when 
the laſt diſpatches were ſent off for the Executive DirxeQor)i 
but we are aſſured that events have ſince taken place which may 
render unneceſſary thoſe hoſtile meaſures which national honout 
and the rights of nations ſo atrociouſly violated, might, without 
doubt, require, on the part of the French republic, againſt ts 
governments of Berne and Fribourg. The Executive DireQon 
conſiders it therefore to be its duty to confine itſelf at preſent to 
ſunple relation pf the above facts. 

Hite „ BARRAS, Preſident. 

Me fs 


— 
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Miniſter of the French Republic ts the People of Switzerland. 
; 30 Pluvieſe ( Feb. 18). 


wen THE patriots of the canton of Lucerne and of all Switzer- 
ging ud will ſee, by the note of the French miniſter to the ſtate of 
ly fa ene, a copy of which is hereunto ſubjoined, the moderation 
unded WW the demands, and the benevolent intentions of the French 
lf u public. They will be convinced of the neceſſity of cauſing the 
oudon, Wecaſures therein pointed out to be adopted in their reſpective 
I unde tons. Theſe baſes once eſtabliſhed, without which the pro- 
„ they Wiſes of governments are nothing but empty and perfidious 


ords, it becomes neceſſary immediately to enlighten the inha- 


theatre WWitants, and to give them the moſt convincing proofs that the 
avoun WTilitary diſpoſitions of France are only intended to act hoſtilely 
> inno· nt the ſenators who oppoſe the emancipation of the people, 
at ful particularly againſt thoſe of the ſenate of Berne who have 
cution. en purchaſed by the gold of England—Declare that it is falſe, 
o drive Wat when the government ſhall be eſtabliſhed on the principles 
ilty of the French revolution, the latter power will interfere in 
thele e affairs of Switzerland —It will not, unleſs uſurpers of the 
norant p vereignty of the people endeavour to rivet thei? preſent chains, 
e the r to forge new ones, Finally, ſtate that all enlightened patriots 
urpole re well perſuaded of this; in order that honeſt and ſimple men 
tay be more readily convinced, 


iſt, That France, as is guaranteed by my correſpondence 


off 

could ich the Helvetic ſtates, entertains no plan of diſmembering the 
there» ¶ountty. | | 
ing it WY 24. That the preſent proceedings have no other object than 
ie. in- N overthrow a vicious and corrupt government, and to ſubſtitute 
ps a its ſtead, ene more conformable to that of the French and 


ifalpine republics, whoſe exiſtence, ſafety, and tranquillity, 
ill always be expoſed ſo long as Switzerland ſhall remain under 
he deſpotiſm of a handful of avaricious magiſtrates, without 
pirit and without honour, and always ready to fell themſelves to 
he enemies of France, as has evidently appeared ever ſince the 
ommencement of the French revolution, | 
After theſe aſſurances, it would be ridiculous to refute the 
wpid aſſertions of the bailiffs, and other agents, intereſted in the 
Yranny which oppreſſes and degrades Switzerland, either with 
egard to the pretended plan for overthrowing religion, or the 
ention of putting the inhabitants in requiſition to march 
gainlt England. As to what concerns the particular crimes of 
hich the ariſtocracy accuſe the French beforehand, ſuch as aſ- 
«ination, burning and pillage, it may be _— | 
iſt, That the French army has not yet taken vengeance for ' 
be aſſaſſinations committed by the orders of Colonel Weiſs, 


(en eral of the troops of Berne, upon the attendants of Citizen 
The Autier, 
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Autier, adjutant and envoy from General Menard—two of i 
huſfars being killed by his ſide. 

2d. That the agents of the government of Berne ſet fire to 
houſe at Arau, under the eyes of the miniſter of France, l 
order, by that means, to facilitate, by ſurpriſe, the entry « 
their ſatellites into the town, where, under the pretext of exi- 
guiſhing the fire, they wiſhed to occaſion a diſturbance, during 
which the French miniſter and the patriots of Arau might hay 
been murdered. i | 

zd. That the fame magnificent lords of Berne animate the 
courage of their feeble militia only by the thirſt of pillage, x 
may be eaſily diſcovered by the robberies they commit upon the 
property of the citizens of Arau; and farther, by the diſpok- 
tions of the people of the country, whom they excite to fury by 
the hope of booty. 28 

I invite all the friends of liberty and equality to open the ey 
ef their fellow-citizens, by giving the greateſt publicity to thi 
note, and alſo to that incloſing the propolitions addreſſed by me 
to the ſtate of Berne. 


J. MavcAvp. 


* 


Noe addreſſed to the State of Berne, thraugh the Channel of it 
Deputation at Baſle, February 13, 1798. 


THE miniſter of the French republic, to prove the good dif 
oſition and integrity of his government, tranſmits to the ſtate d 
hes note, pointing out the meaſures neceſſary to be taken for 
its own ſafety and that of Switzerland. The French govert- 
ment will be the leſs willing to ſecede from theſe propoſitions, a 
they agree with thofe brought forward by the ſtate of Berne itſel! 
on the 3d February. ü 1 
If the ſtate of Berne be diſpoſed to prove effectually that it i 
deſirous of an order of things founded on principles of liberty 
and equality, it is neceſſary, . 4, 4 
1. That it ſhould diſmiſs its ancient magiſtrates, and ſupprels 
its ſecret council and council of war. 
2. Until a new form of government ſhall be organized, a pre 
viſional one, founded on democratic principles, and in which 
none of the members of the ancient government ſhall be- admit- 
ted, ſhall be eſtabliſhed. | 
3. The liberty of the preſs ſhall be immediately eſtabliſhed. 
4. All perſons, Swifs or others, proſecuted on account d 
their political opinions, or of their refuſal to march againſt the 
French, ſhall be indemnified ; and, beſides this, particular fatif 
faction ſhall be made to the citizens of the town of Arau, fo 
the vexations they have experienced, wy 
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The French government, by this explanation, | prove how 
ne diſpoſed they are to hoſtility and aggrandiſement. The 
te of Berne, on its part, will, doubtleſs, haſten to return a 


dy and poſitive anſwer. | 
Z (Signed) MencAvuDp. 


— 


— 


Declaration of the Canton of Lucerne to Citizen Mengaud. 


Feb, 22. 
UCERNE, as well as the reſt of Switzerland, has ever been 


anxious for peace, and at preſent entertains the ſame ſenti- 
nts, If the DireQory had any cauſe of complaint againſt the 
cient governments of Switzerland, that reaſon no longer exiſts 
authorize hoſtilities. If then any one canton were to be at- 
ted, the attack would be made on all Switzerland, and all Swit+ 
rland would riſe in arms, and would wage a national war; for 
w every inhabitant would fight for his country, for his perſonal 
ety and property, which they conſider as threatened with a 
ſtile attack. France, by ſuch a conduct, would alienate from 
r the whole of Europe. In this conteſt ſhe might reap a mili- - 
glory which the does not want, but ſhe would gain no honour. 
e would have to dread a coalition of public opinion, which 
gt become more dangerous to her than the coalition of the 
dinets of Europe which ſhe has overcome, becauſe then the 
| public opinion in her favour. France might render Switzer- 
d miſerable for generations, and ſhe would ultimately gain 
thing but ſhame, danger, and diſaſter, both in her own inte- 
Ir, and in the Ciſalpine and Batavian republics. ah ad HR. 


— 


Mance of the Declaration of the French General Menard to Culo- 
nel de Meiſi*. 


HAT if he does not diſband his troops, and inſtantly diſcon- 
tinue his levies, which have no other object but to reſtrain 
withes of the people, he will regard their continuance as 
att of hoſtility; and that in default of a categorical and ſa- 
attory anſwer, he will enter, without delay, into the Pays de 
ud, to reſcue it from the civil war which the enemics of hu- 
nity would endeavour to foment there. 


WE _— 


+ 


The colonel, with a view of reſiſting the French, had retired with 
force under his command, to Yverdun, and attempted to raiſe levies 
«count of the ſenate of Berns. ; 


F. was 
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Form of the Oath taken by the Inhabitants of Zarich on the 
| February. | 


WE ſwear to eſtabliſh for ourſelves a conftitution withad 

the intervention of foreign powers, which ſhall have f 
its baſis religion and virtue, and which ſhall lay the foundaia 
of liberty and equality upon the rights of the ſtate and of cit 
zens, and conſequently the ſovereignty of the people, by whid 
we ſhall be able to remain Swiſs confederated and independe 
and which ſhall guarantee to us the obſervance of the laws, & 
ſecurity of perſons and property, public and private. 


Decree publifhed on the 2d of March by the Severeign Council if let 
5 tate of Soleure. 


WE, the avoyer, great and little councils and deputies of 
J. towns and country of the republic of Soleure, make knc 
by theſe preſents, that the repreſentatives of the people aſſa 
bled in our preſence, according to the tenour of their inſtruclia 
have inſiſted that the ancient form of government ſhould 
maintained in all its parts; nevertheleſs, after maturely refiet 
ing on the circumſtances of the prefent criſis, and from pat 
nal folicitude for the welfare — tranquillity of the ſtate, 
have come to the reſolution of effeQing ſuch alterations in WW 
preſent form of our government as ſhall introduce an equality 
rights between the inhabitants of the towns and thoſe of 
communes. og 
I. Above all, we have taken, in the preſence of Almig 
God, a folemn oath to maintain inviolate our holy religion, 
it has been tranſmitted to us by our forefathers; to defend it 
the riſk of our property and liſe, and to live and die faithful 
tits principles. | 
II. That we will defend, to the laſt man, againſt all enen 
whatſoever, that precious jewel of liberty and independent 
which our anceſtors purchafed for us with their blood; and th 
\ aQiing in the character, of free Swiſs, we will never ſeparate « 
ſelves from the Helvetic confederacy ; but, on the contrary, 
will religiouſly fulfit all the duties which we have cont fed 
virtue of exiſting alliances. © 1 
f III. We will decree and ordain, that henceforth every d 
zen ſhall enjoy the right of being eligible to all the 
government and public adminiſtration ; and that the diſtind 
which hitherto prevailed among the burgeſſes of the commune 
this town ſhall henceforth ceaſe. ra | 
IV. We further ordain, that a perfect equality ſhall ! 
place between the citizens of the towns and country, in rel” 


4 


s | 
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to the government and the right of repreſentation; that, conſe- 
quently, the government ſhall be in cloſe union with the people ; 
and that the burgeſſes of the commune of this town and thofe of 
he country communes ſhall participate equally in the legiſlative 
power, by means of repreſentatives freely choſen by themſelves 
v. That it ſhall excluſively belong to the legiſlative power ſo 
onſtituted, to declare war, make peace, enter into treaties- or 
alliances, enact laws civil or criminal, impoſe. general contribu- 
ions, determine the conſtitution and form of government, and 
o confer, or confirm, all appointments to public offices. 
VI. Our conſtitution will thus be founded on the baſis: of 
quality, and form a democratic repreſentation. A commiſſion 
ſpecially appointed for the purpoſe, in concert with the repre- 
entatives of the towns and communes, will forthwith enter 
on the taſk of digeſting and perfecting the new conſtitution. 

VII. Nevertheleſs, we ordain that, in the interval, the go- 
ernment hitherto eſtabliſhed ſhall continue to exiſt. proviſion- 
ally; that it ſhall be every where reſpected, and remain in force 
intil the formal acceptance and eſtabliſhment of the new con- 
tution. Finally, that perſons and property, public and pri- 
ate, that of the ſtate and of the communes, ſhall be placed. 
nder the protection of the laws, declared inviolable, — held 


acred, 
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To the High and Mighty Lords, the Avoyer and Privy Council of 
the City and Republic of Berne, 
High and Mighty Lords, Franckfort, Nov..224, 1797. 
ALTHOUGH your Lordſhips gave me no notification of the 
demand which the Executive DireQory of France have made 
o you, relative to my miſſion, I could not be ignorant of what 
vas notorious throughout Switzerland, and I thought it my duty 
to communicate it to my court, informing it, at the ſame time, 
f the inſulting manner in which it was tranſmitted to you. 
The King ſees, in all this proceeding, which attacks equal 
the rights of nations and your ancient dignity and — 
he treacherous intention of breaking the ties which have at all 
mes attached him to your ſtates, and the project formed to ſap 
he very foundations of the Helvetic union. ; 
Perfuaded of this truth, his Majeſty, who, by ſending his 
iniſter to Switzerland, meant to give a proof of his will 
and friendſhip towards your ſtates, will not permit the continua- 
on of his reſidence in your dominions to afford a pretext to the 
hoſtile projects of a neighbour, whoſe ambition reſpects neither 
Jultice nor the rights of ſovereignty, and who are only endea- 
ouring to extend to your happy countries a deſtruQive ſyſtem, 
Tos. VI. © 4 from 


been able, hitherto, to protect yourſelves. The King has, in 


orders me to aſſure you that it is dictated only by his extreme ſo- 


- friendſhip which have always direded his Majeſty in his inter 
courſe with your ſtate, | 


goodneſs you have heaped upon me during my reſidence in your 
— 1 4 | 


French republic. CO 


come to break them. 


EX BÞ # 
from which, by the aſſiſtance of Divine Providence, 


you live 


conſequence, ordered his .whole embaſſy to withdraw from the 


Helvetic territory without delay. 
In communicating this reſolution to your Lordſhips, the King 


Jicitude for the preſervation of your tranquillity, and that your 
Lordſhips may depend upon the continuation of the good. will and 


'I ſeire eagerly this — high and mighty Lords, u 
expreſs my own full ſenſe of the gracious manner in which | 
have been treated by your Lordſhips, and my regret at being 
no longer the organ of pa ſentiments to you. 
Permit me, high and mighty Lords, to expreſs to your go. 
vernment in particular my ſincere acknowledgments for all the 


city. | 
Wuerever I may be, I ſhall never ceaſe praying for your pro- 
ſperity, and that, by the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, your natia 
may continue to enjoy, under your wiſe | mon ways the ineſli- 
mable advantages =_ have hitherto been able to give it. 
have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) Wu. WiCKHAN, 


the 8 ä — — 


r * 


PEACE AND SA yETY TO ALL His Fr1enDs, 

gau, Commiſſary of the Executive Directory, to the Thbabitaw 
F all the Countries not yet occupied by the French Republic, Di 
' pendencies upon the old Biſhopric of Baſſe, on the left Bank of th 
"Rhine. | | ” 

| Citizens, . | | | | 
THE union of a part of the old principality of Porrentry, 

equally decided the incorporation of your countries with the 
This proceeding: of France is that of a free people, ſubli 
ruted to the rights: pf the government, againſt nature, which 
weighs you down. And in as much as the exereiſe of tha 
rights, become ours, did not take place ſooner, by purging then 
of all that is incompatible with the dignity of man, it does 1 
follow that we have forgotten that you are ſtill in chains. We 


| Happier than your fathers, whoſe blood flowed in the um 
which laid the foundation of the different kinds of government i 
Switzerland, and which have only bequeathed you a n 


7 
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{ degrading exiſtence, you are at length going to enjoy the 
L Retain who only created men to — 7 
nembers of one and the ſame family. n 
Vou knew nothing but tithes, corvies, &c. You had only 
rielts, nobles,” and privileged. perſons : your trades, your. indul- 
, your arts, in ſhort your very ſubſiſtence, all. bore the flamy 
the ſacerdotal deſpotiſm ſo dexterouſly combined with a, ne 
ſs odious tyranny. Now, you are men: Jiherty and equaly 
ill no longer permit among you any other diſtinction than 
f merit, talents, and virtue. Called all indiſcriminately to; the 
elm of the ſociety, in the ſupport and ſafety of which you are 
| equally intereſted, your ſubſiſtence will, in future, be fecurs, 
e granaries of the French republic being-the property of all its 
hildren, Your trade, 8 within, 2, without, 
ill no longer be ſhackled. Induſtry, the arts, agriculture, 
vill receive encouragements to be expected only from a,tiation 
iQorious, free, powerful, and generous, enlightened on the na- 
ure of rights, and on the manner of exerciſing them. 
Learn to appreciate theſe advantages, and merit them, by 
urning a deaf ear to the intereſted and treacherous inſinuatig 
the evil-minded and of fools, > rope to ſink the y: 
pf them in your eyes, and to-miſtead. our 1 
We — 3 you as friends. We are your brothers. - 
ot be afraid of any ill treatment. Properties and perſons ſhall 
de protected, as much as the enemies of liberty ſhall be made 2 
uffer. The moſt exact and ſtri& diſcipline ſhall be obſer, 
he warriors, who have never had, nor ever wilt have, any 
nemies than thoſe of liberty. Such are the orders of' the xe- 


utive Directory. 329th big 215 

, iy MzenGauD,. t;,,... 
Commiſſioner of the Executive DireQary. 
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The Deputies of the Berneſe People to their Fellow-citizens. '- | 
HEN, ſome days ago, we were called by your meetings to 
ſit in the midſt of the government, you juſtly hoped that 
great adyantages would reſult from it, and that the clo! er ugion 
f the citizens of the ſtate would be the true means of ptofe&- 
g us ſucceſsfully againſt the dangers that were every moment 
creaſing, and more and more threatening our country, Your 
lope will not be diſappointed, dear fellow-citizens ; and though 
n ſo ſhort a time it has not yet been poſſible for us to remoye 
our fears upon the arrangements without, we have, neverthe- 
ls, taken a great ſtep towards the triumph which we ſhould de- 
te; that is, by having increaſed our ſtrength by a union moſt 
"iſe and moſt neceſſary. As a 2 little ſtxearns rungiag by 
6 2 * theth» 
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5 — and ſuitable to circumſtances. We have ſupported thut 


' which human weakneſs renders almoſt inſeparable from g 


fulleſt extent it could have, the ſecurity of perſons and prop nat 


of the ſtate be adminiſtered with ſtricter reſponſibility, wit 


=» 
themſelves, and which, by a happy inclination, fall into « 
channel, form a powerful and majeſtic river; ſo are we going u 
become a ſtriking and formidable maſs, whoſe courage and 1 
furance of a good cauſe cannot fail to obtain ſucceſs, 
Man is deſigned to improve his ſtate ; it is one of the gien 
bleſſings attached to his nature, All the human diſpoſition 
ſhould 'make a progreſs according to circumſtances ; but the md 
important of all is the union of men under laws and government 
which we call the ſtate. 2 
The edifice of our conſtitution, exiſting for ages, its very as 
tiquity would be a reſpectable teſtimony in its favour, even if we 
Had not a ſtill more perfect proof in the general proſperity wid 
the nation has enjoyed to the preſent. time under its influence, 
However, as nothing which is the work of man can be perfed, 
our government, perhaps, has need of ſome reforms ; and the 
fathers of the cauntry have been long occupied in the means d 
effecting them without ſhocks and without agitations; for no 
thing is more dangerous than to touch, though ever fo flight, 
the conſtitutional laws of a ſtate, It ſeemed therefore; that the 
reſent moment was not proper for this great work, and ſurely i 
might have produced much more valuable advantages had i 
hoon poſſible to delay it till happier times. Nevertheleſs, cov 
eſs it, dear fellow-citizens, a ſtrong deſire of innovation ha 
appeared on your part. This wiſh was that of a ſmall numbe 
R is true; but it was imprudent, if it came from yourſelves; i 


/ 


was incompatible with that noble pride which ought to animate Jul 


free people, if it was the reſult of a foreign impulſe. 
It was to ſatisfy your views, that, as ſoon as we had tube | 
our places in the aſſembly of the 8 alterations ve e 
propoſed to us which appeared uſeful to the general good of ur 


propoſitions with firmneſs, as you entruſted to us the care « 
co-operating as we ſhould judge neceſſary for the ſafety of t 
country. | 10 4 * 

If it be true that our conſtitution was not exempt from abuſa 


ments, how many have already diſappeared through the wiſdn 
and prudence of the adminiſtration? Did we not poſſeſs; in 


the two moſt precious advantages of civil ſociety? Can the 
miniſtration be accuſed of a ſingle deviation from juſtice ? Ca 
the members of our government be reproached with the leaſt e 
clination that could look like corruption? Could the treaſurs 


reater economy? And if the fertility of a parched and rod 
Fil, if the, proſperity of a loyal nation, that has preſerved ® 
ancient purity of its manners, be the moſt certain proofs of t 
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odneſs of its government, is it not yourſelves who render this 
yrious teſtimony to the ſupreme power? Woe be to you, if 
er you can forget it! | = 
And, furthermore, the rights which in future you will en- 
y, have not been demanded, but freely granted: for the wiſh 
the majority had not yet appeared among you. It remains 
jr you, dear fellow-citizens, to render yourſelves worthy of 
ſe bleſſings. . If liberty be the greateſt bleſſing to the people, 
e baſis which ſecures it ought to be ſs much the more ſacred ; 
ere is nothing great or ſublime which may not be yet effected 
nder its auſpices z- but a good conſtitution can only be the effect 
profound diſcernment, and the reſult of tranquil Jabour, di- 
Red by wiſdom and experience. If, on the contrary, it be 
urried by the heat of the paſſions, it is ſtifled in its birth, The 
levation of ſuch an edifice is the work of time, by which 
one every oo is matured. To begin by demoliſhing what 
ves us a ſure ſhelter, would be to expoſe ourſelves naked to the, 
jolence of a tempeſt. When a lowering ſtorm gathers on the 
orizon, the pilot who has a ſenſe ot his duty ſtands more 
toutly at the helm, but ſtill keeps his ſails ſpread, the ſooner to 
ring his ſhip to an anchor. . 5 
The welfare of your country, dear brothers, your own, and 
hat of your children, is in your hands Your wiſhes are now 
ated, All that could be granted conſiſtently with the general 
zood, has been granted. Whoever at this time ſhould dare to re- 
quire more, could only do ſo from ſelfiſh views, and not for his 
ountry ; his object could only be to deſtroy, not to preſerve it. 
e have but a choice between two things: either an entire obe- 
tence to the law and ſupreme power, which alone can fave 
dur threatened ſtate ; or the overflow of all the wild and ungo- 
ernable paſſions, the ruin of a flouriſhing country, the annihila- 
ion of public proſperity, the havoc occaſioned by the corrup- 
jon of morals ; in ſhort, a view of the moſt frightful diſaſters 
and misfortunes for us and our generation. Who ſhould dare 
o doubt our reſolution? Yes, dear fellow-citizens ! you have 
honoured us with your confidence ; you have impoſed upon us 
the taſk, exceedingly grateful to our hearts, of ſupporting your 
deareſt rights and intereſts. It is for you then, it is in your 
name, it is from the bottom of your hearts, that we ſwear to fave 
the country; and you cannot belie us. p 
If this act of union; which we this day announce to you, 
vere not enough to diſarm all our enemies and annihilate their 
deligns; if there be one yet remaining who would impoſe laws 
upon us, violate the ſanctuary of our liberty, and, in fine, ren- 
Cer uſeleſs the wiſe reforms we have been making in our conſtitu- 
non; then the country will ſummon her children; they will afſem. 
ble, they will preſs round her; and if you ſhould have = miſ- 
1 ortune 
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fortune to be forced to fight, the thoxough knowledge you h 
of your cauſe will ſupport your courage, while it exiſares 5 
ſucceſs, The ſolemn aſſurance of your rights will be the | 
ard round which you will form an impenetrable wall; it will 
the banner you will carry againſt a powerful enemy, who then 
forth will no longer be to be feared by you: we will place o 
ſelves beſide you, and in the firſt ranks; it will wave, bleeding 
the air, but we will never deſert it; we will bring it back wi 
us, or never moze return ourſelves; and, if puſhed to extremiy, 
we are reſolved to die, but in ſuch a manner as to recall to 
xemembrance of poſterity the glorious name. of aur anceſton 
We will bury ourſelves under the ruins of our country, rue 
than bow our heads under an ignominious yoke. We may ce 
to be, but our honour muſt never be annihilated. | 


Berne, February 5th, 1798. 


— 


Addreſs of the Government and People of Berne to the Extoui 


Direfory of the French Republic, dated Feb. 7. 
Citizens DireQors, pe 


ERMIT the people of Berne, cloſely united ta their gove 
ment, to lay before you, with that frankneſs which becom 
them towards a great nation, their ſincere diſpoſitions relative 
their preſent ſituation with reſpect to the French governme 
This people, accuſtomed at all times to niſe a well-di 
poſed neighbour in the French nation, to which, for many ce 
turies, they have given the moſt unequivocal proofs. of the fi 
cereſt friendſhip, could not ſee, without regret, any alteratia 
in ſo happy an alliance. 
Animated with the moſt ſincere and upright ſentiments, thi 
people, now united to their government, regard it as a ma 
facred duty to declare to you, Citizens Directors, that the 
ardently deſire peace and good neighbourhood, which they hat 
always endeavoured to maintain; and that, where any difficw 
ties ariſe hetween the French nation and their own, they u 
ready to ſmaoth and remove. them, as far as can be, 
without compromiſing ,the independence of a free people, wit 
are firmly reſolved to maintain and defend that independence® 
the laſt drop of their blood. Ry 
Full of confidence in the juſtice of this demand on the pa 
of a people attached to their liberty, we promiſe ourſelnt 
from your juſtice, a prompt and fatisfaQory anſwer ; and, in 
eaſe, we aſſure ourſelves that you wilt withdraw your 
from our frontiers - upon which our people, who have taken 
=_ only in their own defence, will voluntarily lay the 
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We take the liberty, Citizens Directors, to renew our requeſt of 
prompt anſwer ; and we entreat you to rely on the ſincerity of 
reſpeful devotion towards you and the French nation. 
Citizens Directors, 5 
1 Vour very affectionate, 


True GOVERNMENT AND UNITED PEOPLE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF BERNE. 


a _—— _—_—_—_ 


— 


tier from General Schauenbourg, Commander in Chief of the Army 
of Erguel, to Citizen Mengaud, Miniſter from the French Re- 
public to the Helvetic Cantons in Baſle. 


Soleure, 12 Ventoſe ¶ March a). 


HASTEN, citizen miniſter, to inform you, that I this morn- 
ing attacked and took the village of Longnau. From that 
ce hither _ thing has been forced to yield to the arms of the 
at nation. Eight pieces of artillery, with ammunition-wag- 
ns, and 200 priſoners,. fell into our hands. Among the pri- 
ners are ſeveral ſtaff officejs. I ſummoned Soleure about ten in 
morning, andin 7 an hour the gates were opened to me. I 
ve the honour to ſend you a copy of the ſummons. I directly 
ſtened to ſet the arreſted patriots at liberty, and have taken every 
eſſary meaſure to make the arms of our brave warriors triumph 
rough the whole canton, and fecure the empire of that freedom, 
hich conſtitutes the happineſs of a people. I ſhall have the ho- 
ur to give you an 'account of every further proceeding, that you 
ay tranſmit it to the Directory. Health and fraternity. 
(Signed) SCHAUENBOURG. 


ob The arfenal and the artillery on the walls are in our 
on. ; 


Copy of the Summons to the General in Command at Soleure. 

General, 

THE Directory has commanded me to take poſſeſſion of the 
n of Soleure ; adding, that if the leaſt oppoſition is made, ot 

lingle drop of French blood ſpilt, the members of the govern- 


nt of Soleure ſhall anſwer it with their lives and property. In- 
m the members of your government of the will of the Direc. 


and open your gates to the republican troops. I give y 
fan hour to reſolve in; when this has elapſed, in of — 
ney, I ſhall fire upon the town, and put the garriſon · to the 
ord, 

(Signed) SCHAUENBOURG.: 


Letter 


5 22 
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command of General Pigeon, who after gaining a ſignal vide 


bands of oligarchy, even to the gates of Berne. On the 110 


republican ſoldiers, full of ardour, demanded with loud cries 


few flight breaches were made. Ten or twelve intrepid ſoldie 


demoliſhed. The one thouſand five hundred Berneſe, and four 


400 men, and a great number of wounded. I fent back the 


. 


Letter from General Brune, Commander in Chief of the French 4 
in Helvetia, to the Executive Directory. 
Head Quarters at Berne, 17 Vent 


Citizens Directors, (March )). 
BERNE is ſubdued. It was entered the day before yeſterday, 
one in the afternoon, by the troops of the republic. Gene 
Schauenbourg preceded by about an hour the column under 


at Neveneck on the Sauſen, purſued the remainder of the fanat 


had made every neceſſary diſpoſition, and General Schauenbou 
had received orders to direct his movement againſt Berne by $ 
Jeure. The latter ſurrendered at twelve in the forenoon on bei 
ſummoned. The ſame day the environs of Fribourg had been 
cupied at three in the morning. The city being ſummoned, 
anſwer was returned by the magiſtrates, that they were diſpok 
to ſurrender, but that ſome hours were neceſſary in order that 

evacuation on the part of the Berneſe and armed peaſants mi 
be effected without diſorder. General Pigeon granted two houn 
but ſoon after, the ſound of the tocſin was heard in different ii 
lages, anda multitude of peaſants who came to reinforce the g 
riſon, were ſeen entering the town by a gate oppoſite to the points( 
attack. A new fummons was then ſent, upon which ſome oft 
citizens and magiſtrates came to ſay, that they were overawed! 
the peaſants, and were no longer free in their deliberations. 


order of an aſſault. . Some ſhells were thrown into the city, 200 


at the head of whom was Citizen Barbe, ſergeant of the 1d 
demi-brigade, climbed to the top of the ramparts, and th 
themſelves into the town, while others penetrated into a gate ba 


five thouſand Berneſe who compoſed the force of Fribourg, | 
retired with precipitation with their cannon and arms into il 
arſenal, The cannon were taken during the purſuit, and a gi 
many muſkets were picked up by the way and in the ſtreets. | 
have made the brave Sergeant Barbe a ſub-lieutenant. No exc 
has been committed; diſcipline was obſerved with as much tne 
neſs as if the city had been taken only by capitulation. 
ariſtocratic government has been deſtroyed, and replaced by 
provincial government,- compoſed of men choſen. by the ban 
or ſections. The affair of Fribourg coſt the enemy more in 


foners : theſe unhappy perſons wept for joy. To facilitate 
taking of Fribourg, and ſecond the operations under Genen 


Pigeon, I cauſed an alarm to be given at Morat. The Bene 
| | | 9 evacui 
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acuated that town in the evening of the 12th: the 13th was 
vent in obſervation and marching, In the evening of the 14th, 
e column of General Rampen ſhowed itſelf towards Gumine, as 
f about to attack that famous paſſage, which the enemy had 
lanted very ſtrongly with batteries. Another body made a threat- 
ning movement towards Laupen. At the ſame time the column 
Pigeon attacked towards Sauſen the paſſage of Neveneck. At 
our in the morning of the 15th, this paſſage was forced, and the 
amp of the enemy carried, after an action which laſted almoſt 
ve hours, and in which the enemy diſplayed the utmoſt. ob- 
inaey. On that occaſion the 18th demi-brigade of heavy in- 
antry, and the 2d of light infantry, diſtinguiſhed theraſelves very 
nuch. The enemy had more than 800 men killed, and 3000 
ere made priſoners, We took from them ſeven paic of colours, 
nd 20 pieces of cannon were carried by the bayonet. "This vic- 
ory coſt us a great number of wounded, and ſome killed. Among 


ned, Whecſ: is Citizen Barbe, whom I had made a ſub-lieutenant. 
diſporuis brave young man was the firſt who preſented himſelf at the 
be ige of Neveneck, where he was cut in two by a cannon ball. 
m 


Fugicre, chef de brigade; Dumoulin, chef de bataillon, who, at 
he entry of Fribourg, bad his horſe killed under him; Captains 
Largier and Charlat, Sergeant Tioche, and ſeveral others, diſtin- 
puiſhed themſelves that day. The enemy, who by their defeat at 
Neveneck had been left uncovered, retired with a part of their 
orces to Gumine, in order to defend Berne. General Rampen 
vith great ability took advantage of this circumſtance : his column 


xcupied the bridge, and he made himſelf maſter of the firſt batteries: 
he reſt were abandoned by the enemy, who were much diſcou- 
, andWWr:vcd by intelligence being received that Berne was in our poſ- 


ſelſion. The fugitives were ſharply purſued. The road was co- 
ered with muſkets, for the moſt part broken, cannons, mortars, 
howitzers, and carriages, in very good condition: we found alſo 
a quantity of corn and fodder. During the conteſt at Neveneck, 
a rebellion broke out in the Pays de Vaud, near Yverdun; The 
rebels were commanded by ſome Berneſe officers and emigrants, 
who had ſent them two pieces of cannon by the lake of Neufchatel. 
Theſe auxiliaries of the oligarchy were beat by a detachment come 
poſed in part of the Vaudois volunteers, who took from them 
their two pieces of cannon. The diſperſed militia are ſtill com- 
mitting ſome exceſſes in the country. The country of Oberland 
and the environs of Arberg have afforded a retreat to the obſtinate, 
who {till talk of reſiſtance, In my opinion, it will be ſufficient 
to ſend a reconnoitring party thither, to reduce them to obedi- 
ence, I have not ſent you any details reſpeQing the operations of 
General Schauenbourg, as you will find them in the report which 
te tranſmitted to you by Ruby, chef de brigade. This officer 
liſtinguiſhed himſelf at the head of the 8gth demi-brigade of 

vor. VII. 8 „deux 


the Berneſe army at Niddau, conceived in the following terms: 


with Citizen Ruby to carry you twenty-five pair of colours taken 


d C2003 


heavy infantry. The legion des Francs, at preſent the 1 92 light 
infantry, ſhowed alſo, in 8chauenbourg's corps, much ardour and 
intrepidity in the attack and purſuit of the Berneſe militia, The 
ſtaffs of the armies of the Rhine, and of Italy, joined here yeſtet. 
day in a civic repaſt. Among the toaſts given were, The Execy. 
tive Directory, The lory of republican armies, The Helvetic 
army, Deſtruction to England, Peace to the world. The fratemi 
kiſs was mutually given and received. Health and fraternity, 
5 5 (Signed) RUNE, 


P. S. Citizen Suchet, chef de brigade af the 18th, ſets ou 


\ 


at Fribourg, Neveneck, Gumine, and in the march of Genen 
—_— from Bienne to Berne, Citizen Suchet has ſhows 
in this expedition, zeal, bravery, and talents, on which I muf 
beſtow the higheſt praiſe. 


1 8 1 * 8 — * —— — — 


\ Official Letters to the Directory. 

Citizens Directors, Bienne, 21 Fentaſe Mar. 11), 6th Yar, 
THE Berneſe have juſt been beaten, and it was themſdws 
who provoked hoſtilities. At ſeven o'clock laſt night an office 
came with a parley to Adjntant-general Freffinet, chief d 
the ſtaff of the right wing of the army of Erguel. He delivered 
to him a diſpatch from Colonel de Grofs, commander in chief d 


« T inform you, that unleſs ſome unforeſeen change ſhould take 
place, hoſtilities will commence this evening. Ordex therefor 
your ſentries, which are within reach of my cannon charged with 
grape, to retire, I do not at all underſtand this military difpols 
tion.” | 
The Athutant-general Freſſinet detained the officer, and 
ſem a'difpatch to General Schauenboutg. In the mean time a &- 
cond letter was reecived from Colonel de Groſs, in which he 
ſtated that he did not mean to commence hoſtilities : to thi 
General Freflinet anſwered : 
xc Sir, IS | | 
«« Your officer yet walts the anfwer of the commander in chief 
But He will return to you before the hour you have fixed upon far 
the commencement of hoſtilities, namely, ten o'clock. Whea 
that moment is arrived, you are at liberty to employ all your 
forces, The French- republicans awaic you with that :counp 
which characterizes them. | 
General Freflinet, Who had no orders to commence an attack; 
formed a line of battle before Bienne, and from Bonſau * 
f | _ — 
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along the Lake of Bienne: He remained upon the defenſive until 
a Berneſe poſt, advancing from the villages ſituate at the bottom 
of the Lake, commenced the attack, and had the cuwardice to 
make a furious charge upon a French poſt of four men, who were 
at Vigneule, a lordſhip belonging to Bienne, without embarraſſing 
themſelves with the cuſtom generally obſerved between ſoldiers at 
the commencement of a war. The Adjutant-general Freſſinet, 
quickly informedof this attack, and of the motions of the enemy, 
turned the villages of Dieſe and Orvin, to take them in the rear 
at Evilard or Bonjeau : he ſent a reinforcement to the poſt of 
Vigneule, whilſt one company advanced from Bienne by Evilard, 
to fall. upon the enemy's flank. This manceuvre had complete 
ſucceſs, The French, inferior in numbers, but accuſtomed to 
conquer, gathered freſh laurels. The Berneſe at firſt fought 
bravely, and their arquebuſiers killed many of our people ; but in 
a ſhort time, aſtoniſhed at the rapidity of our movements, wy 
lot that Jang freid which enſures victory; attacked ſuddenly wi 
the bayonet, au pas de charge; they were completely broken, and 
retreated precipitately down the mountain to gain their boats: but 
this reſource they were deprived of by the fire af a platoon of the 
brave grenadiers of the 38th demi-brigade, who purſued them 
from the heights to within a very ſhort diſtance of the banks. 
General Schauenbourg this morning, at half paſt three o'clock, 
attacked the poſt of Lengnau, and, aiter having forced it, conti - 
nued his victorious march againſt Soleure. The loſs of the enemy 
in this firſt affair conſiſts in four pieces of cannon, a great number 
of killed, wounded, and priſoners :, among the latter are three 
Berneſe officers. Ours is inconſiderable : we have to regret. the 
loſs of ſome brave men, but they fell covered with glory, and we 
entertain hopes of terminating in a few days the ſcandalous . 
gle of the tyrannic oligarchy of the Swiſs Patricians againſt the li- 
berty of the deſcendants of William Tell. The Adjutant- general 
Freliinet contributed greatly by his activity, his ſong froid, and his 
good diſpoſitions, to the ſuccels of this day. and reſpect. 
(Signed) Liouix. 


* 
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Letters from General de Divifion Schauendourg, to the Executive 


= Directory. | 
n 
ber Berne, 17 Veutoſe, 6th Year ( March 10, 1798). 


your Citizens Directors, 
ng ] INF ORMED you in my laſt diſpatch, . dated from Soleure, 
that I was going to march againſt Berne with a conſiderable body 
ack, Wi © orces, Gn the 14th, after joining to the main body the five 
an battalions ' commanded by * — Bouami, 1. 
2 


% 
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the advanced guard as far as Schahinen, poſted the 16th dem 
' brigade of light infantry as an intermediate body at Delterchingen, 
and my main body at Lhoſne, At five in the morning of the 
' 15th, we began our march, and fell in with the enemy in a wod 
behind Schahinen, where a ſevere firing took place between the 
14th demi-brigade of light infantry, and the Berneſe troops, why 
were provided with cannon, I immediately ordered two pieca 
of artillery and a howitzer, attached to the advanced van guard, u 
advance; and after a ſhort reſiſtance” the enemy returned, and 
took up a poſition on the heights before Fraumbruner, when 
they kept firm. We were obliged to make new diſpoſitions f 
driving them from this ſecond poſition. They then retreated, ul 
' formed themſelves behind Urtenen, where they again halted ; bu 
being driven from this poſt alſo, they retired in good order, 1 
placed themſelves between the rocks and a large fir-wood, whid 
covers the heights of Altmerchingen. The highway from Soleun 
to Berne forms a defile which croſſes theſe heights. In this pol. 
tion the enemy had their right covered by rocks, and their lett by 
woods and marſhes. They had taken the precaution to male 
conſiderable abbatis to obſtruct the road, and poſted themſelves 
behind theſe abbatis, from which they kept up a briſk fire. The 
14th demi-brigade of light infantry, and the 8gth of the line, wer 
employed to carry this formidable poſition : the action continuel 
more than an hour. Ruby, chef de brigade, who commanded the 
advanced guard, cauſed three companies of the ſecond battalion 
the 89th to climb the rocks; a battalion of the 14th demi-brigady, 
and a demi-battalion of the 89th, paſſed the marſhes to turn tl 
enemy on the left, while the light artillery cannonaded the hig 
road. Theſe different movements were ſo — concerted, thit 
the enemy, attacked on the front and on the flanks, were dus 
rounded in a manner at the ſame moment. They loſt a great 
many men, and were completely routed, abandoning all their 
tillery : they however rallied again on the heights before Berne 
where they gave us battle à fifth time. The huſſars of the 5th ant 
8th regiments charged with bravery in the face of their cannon; 
and it is certain if Berne had not then ſent deputies to capitulatt 
all its troops would have been made priſoners of war; and the a6 
vanced guard, cutting off their retreat, would have entered tit 
town before the inhabitants could have had time to ſhut the gate 
I granted to Berne the ſame capitulation as that granted to Soleurt 
We entered the place at one in the afternoon, I muſt add # 
theſe details, that the advanced guard fought always at the diſtzns 
of two leagues from the main body, and thus the infantry march 
with ſuch rapidity, that the it” ao were forced to follow then 
on a trot. I cannot give you an exact account of the cannon 1 
Carriages taken, Wherever we found artillery we took | 
of them, I reckon the number to be about 25 pieces, — 
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Vbress The Berneſe in their different actions ſuſtained con- 
erable loſs. We have taken ſeveral officers. It is a duty I owe to 
th to ſay, that it is aſtoniſhing, that troops who for two 
a woc ndred years have not carried on war, ſhould have maintained 
een ich great bravery five ſucceſſive combats, and that they were 
dly driven from one poſition when they reſumed another. On 
piecu e night between the 1 5th and 16th, the advanced guard of Ge- 
ral Brune joined the troops under my command, and the general 
mſelf arrived at Berne in the morning: he has aſſumed the chief 
when mmand of the whole army. Ruby, chef de brigade, an officer 


ons as much courage as ability, will deliver to you, Citizens Di- 
ed, u dors, ſixteen pair of colours taken from the Berneſe. All the 
d; bu oops behaved with their uſual bravery. The general officers, 
er, avid chicfs of the corps, whom I mentioned in my diſpatch from 


leure, have acquired a new title to my praiſes. Health and 
ſpect. | | 
(Signed) SCHAUENBOURG. 


Head Quarters at Soleure, 13 Ventoſe ¶ March 7). 


mw THE commander in chief of the troops of the French republic 
in the canton of Soleure and in Erguel, having nothing more at 
win"! than to accompliſh the intentions of the Executive DireQory, 
geo contribute with all his power to the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment 
1700 AR 5224 harmony between the French republic and the canton of 


leure, which could. not have been interrupted but by the pride 
d perſonal intereſt of the members of the ancient government of 
e canton, appoints as members of the proviſional government 


* tizens Victor Oberlin, preſident; Balthazar Wallier, vice- 
1 reſident 3 Xavier Zeltner, Pierre Zeltner, ex- chancellor; 
7 icholas Gloutz, S Benoit Gloutz, Victor 
1. ommer, treaſurer of the ſeals; John Sclilup de Nenmkoffen, 
* oſeph Luthy, ſecretary- general. Theſe citizens will enter on 


eir functions, dating from this day. 
(Signed) SCHAUENBOURG. 


The general, commander in chief of the troops in the canton of 
eure and in Erguel, orders, in conformity to the intentions of 
e Executive Directory, as follows: ä 


gates Art. I. The functions of the ſenate of the canton of Soleure 

oleur- all immediately ceaſe. 

add to wks ſhall be replaced by a proviſional government of eleyen 
embers, | 


III. The functions of all the bailiffs and other magiftrates, the 
omination of which belonged to the ancient ſenate, ſhall ceaſe 


n b. unleſs the proviſional government ſhall think it neceſſary to 
effet ain any of them. | 

fferes ; (Signed) SCHAUENBOURG., 
libre General 
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General Brune, Commander in Chief of the French Arm 


H elvetia. 


: Quartiers of General Brune, 26h Ve 
{16th March), 


A GREAT number of citizens of the ſeveral cantons of Hd 
tia having teſtified a deſire to form a republic, one and ink 
viſible, democratic and- repreſentative, .the territory of whi 
ſhould be compoſed of the Pays de Vaud and the four Mandeme 
of the Upper and Lower Valais, of the Italian bailiwicks, 
Oberland and Geſſenay, of the canton of Fribourg, and of 
countries of Morat and Nidau; I have taken the motives of (| 
- deſire into conſideration, and acknowledge that it is conform 
to the principles of liberty, as well as to their local intereſts; x 
that a republic, compoſed of all the deſignated territories, wc 
be able to govern itſelf freely according to its own laws, and « 
joy the advantages of an alliance with the French republic, | 
is therefore decreed as follows : 
iſt, The repreſentatives of the Upper and Lower Valais, oft 
Italian bailiwicks, of Oberland and Geſſenay, the canton 
Fribourg, ſhall aſſemble, without delay, in the city of Lauſaus 
with the repreſentatives of the Pays de Vaud, for the purpoſe 
giving their joint conſent to the government of the republic oft 
Rhone. - 
2d, There ſhall be in this republic five cantons; firſt, Lem 
ti-devant Pays de Vaud, and the four Mandemens, of whi 
Laufanne is the capital; ſecondly, Sarino and Broye, ci da 
canton of Fribourg, and the countries of Morat and Nidau, tht 
capital proviſionally Payerne; thirdly, Oberland, its capi 
Thun; fourthly, Valais, its capital Sion; fifthly, Teſin, a 
vant Italian bailiwicks, its capital Locarno. * 
3d. There ſhall be a legiſlative body, conſiſting of 62 de 
ties, divided into two councils. The ſenate to conſiſt of 
members, and the grand council of 48. Leman fhall appoint 
deputies ; Sarino and Broye 18; Oberland 12; Valais 12; 4 
Tefin 12. | 
4th. There ſhall be an executive directory, compoled of 
members. , 
ih. The legiſlative body and the directory ſhall reſide at I 
ſanne. They ſhall be empowered to fix, in ſix - months, 
place of reſidence definitively. | 
- 6th. The legiſlative body ſhall meet the 25th of March. T 
ſhall hold their ſitting whenever 25 members attend in the g 
council, and 12 in the ſenate. . 
7th. The directory ſhall be put in activity the goth of Mam 
The qualification that a member ſhall be either married or 
| dower, is not neceſſary. A, 
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$h, There ſhall be in every city, or principal commune, à mu- 
jpality, whoſe ſub- prefect ſhall be preſident. The municipa- 
es (hall take care of the property of the communes. | 
. The conſtituted authorities ſhall be maintained by the 
Mlic money. | 

zoth. The plan of a conſtitution, adopted in the canton of 
man, ci-devant Pays de Vaud, ſhall be followed in every thing. 
rertheleſs, the power of arreſt given to national projedts, ſhall 
regulated and hmited by the legiſlative body, 

11th, The legiſlative body ſhall put in practice the criminal in- 
vtion of trial by jury. It ſhall be at liberty in two years to re- 
the conſtitution, and to ſubmit its alterations to the primary 
mblies for their ſanction. 


is ; Cuſtoms and uſages favonrable to morals and liberty, religious 
„ WC fions and worſhip, ſhall be reſpected. The legiſlative body 
and l give an example of this reſpect. 

lic, | 


(Signed) BruVE, 


— — . * 


— 


— 


s, oft | 
unton age from the Executive Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, 
auſang 234 Ventoſe {March 13). | 

pole 


Citizens Repreſentatives, 


HE Executive Directory informed you, by their meſſage of 
the 9th Pluvioſe laſt, of the aggreſſions which the governments 
berne and Fribourg had committed againft the French republic, 
| the advantage which might be derived from immediately re- 
ſing them, by cauſing the troops detached from the army of 
to enter the Pays de Vaud, under the proviſional command of 
eade-general Menard. 
ou will remark, that at the concluſion of this meſſage the 
ecutive Directory then hoped that there would be no occaſion 
undertaking any more hoſtile meaſures in order to redreſs the 
ury done by the Swiſs government to the republic ; and indeed 
hing was neglected by them to perſuade us that they entertained 
the diſpoſitions. Deputations at Baſle to the French miniſter 3 
utations at Payerne to General Brune, commander in chief of 
French troops in the Pays de Vaud ; amicable letters to Ge- 
| Schanenbourg, who, under the orders of General Brune, 
pied the frontiers of the department of Mont Terrible with a 
ps detached from the army of the Rhine; were all employed 
F tſuade the French government that the Helvetic oligarchies 
liſcorered their errors, and felt the neceſſity of repairing 


zut under theſe dreadful appearances there was concealed a 
red more envenomed than ever againſt the French republic. 
5 hatred was at firſt diſplayed againſt all perſons who endea- 

— | - voured 
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voured to re-eſtabliſh political equality in Switzerland. Hen 
the tak ing and pillaging the town of Arau, tlie ſeat of the Helyey 
diet, as a puniſhment for the tree of liberty ng been plani 
there, Hence the impriſonment of the patriots of Soleure, 
threat to burn the houſes of thoſe of Dorneck, &c. - 

On the 11th of this month the maſk was at laſt pulled off, x 
a diſpatch from their ſtaff announced that hoſtilities would ca 
mence on their part that day, at ten o'clock in the evening, 
French army being attacked, ſeized its arms, It was the contd 
of liberty againſt tyranny : was it poſſible that liberty ſhould x 
triumph? 5 | 

On the 12th General Schavenbourg, at the head of his cot 
17, ooo men, after ſome ſkirmiſhes with advanced poſts, ta 
poſſeſſion of the town of Soleure, where, attended by the x 
clamations of a vaſt multitude, he broke the chains of- the unk 
tunate men whom the oligarchy had held in confinement for ne 
a month, and on whom they had already fired in the priſons, 

On the 14th he puſhed his advanced guard to Schainen, 
brought the main body of his army to Lhoſne. 

On the 15th, at five in the morning, the troops began to man 
Five ſucceſſive actions diſplayed, on the one part, the great 
courage inſpired in the Berneſe militia by fanaticiſm ; on 
other, the invincible 8 of French valour, Vida 
was every where faithful to the ſtandard of the republic ; and 
the ſame day, at one in the afternoon, General Schauenbourge 
tered Berne.' | I 

To theſe preludes of new hoſtilities were added all the preps 
tions of war. In a ſhort time, the members of the govergmer 
Berne, always ſkilful in fanaticizing the mind of the people, a 
lected under their ſtandard an army of 50,000 men, and then ky 
no meaſures except ſuch as were neceſſary to conceal their q 

a little longer, be . nd 

On the 7th of this month, while they were negotiating 
General Brune, they directed a detachment of their forces ag 
him, and took poſſeſſion, by ſurpriſe, of the village of Leyla 
dependency of the Pays de Vaud. This was doubtleſs ſufficies 
determine General Brune to break off the conferences; but be 
more the friend of peace than deſirous of new laurels, he ſtil 
forded time for conciliation. The conferences were continued 
produced no other confequences than enabling the governmell 
Berne to ſtrengthen itſelf more and more, particularly in occi 
ing the towns of Soleure and Fribourg, the magiſtrates of wi 
were entirely devoted to that government. 8 

On the following night he was joined by the advanced g 
of the corps which had left, the Pays de Vaud, under the in 
diate command of the general in chief, Brune. His u 
was alſo a ſcrics of victories, which are the more glorious * 

, 1 ' 


( us ) | 
they were diſputed with ſingular bravery and inconceivable obitis 


lelvei R ; 90 
planic 00 the 12th, at the ſame moment that Soleure opened its gates 
to General Schauenbourg, Fribourg was carried 2 d but 
hich muſt, however, praiſe the moderation of the conquer, 
Perſons and property were as religioully reſpected as if . the tawn 
d ſurrendered by capitulation. Even the priſoners that hag 
| een taken were ſet at liberty, and tears of joy atteſted their gra- 
Conte nude. | | 1 
On the ſame day, in the eve the Berneſe evacuated Morat, 
z town famous for the battle which was gained there over the 
corps Bourguignons in 1476, for the manner in which the bones af the 
is, to. :nquiſhed were preſerved. A — ſo inſulting ta the French 
the tion could not fail to be deſtroyed under ſuch circumſtances. 
e unt his in fact was done, and, what is very remarkable, it was 
performed by the battalions of the department of the Cote d'Or, 
on the very day which was the anniverſary of the battle of Morat. 
\ tree of liberty was immediately planted in the room of this mo- 
nument, which the oligarchies pointed out beforehand as deftined 
0 be a ſecond time the tomb of the French, : 
greate On the 14th the commander in chief cauſed a column, under the 
drders of General Rampon, to advance towards the famous 
ff Gumine, which the enemy had planted with batteries. At 
me time the column of General Pigeon attacked the paſſage of 
eveneck, on the Sauſſen. | 
On the 15th, at four o'clock in the morning, this paſſage was 
orced, and the enemy's camp carried, after an action which 
Jated about five hours. General Rampon alſo forced the paſlage af 
umine. » Col | | 
While the tr were in aQion upon theſe two ts, an in · 
urreQion —— in the extremity of the Pays de Vaud, near 
verdun, Some Berneſe officers and emigrants commanded 
redels, who had paſſed two pieces of cannon by the lake of N 
hatel, Fortunately, the general in chief had taken proper mea- 
ena cores: the rebels were defeated, and their cannon taken, by.a de» 
chment partly compoſed of Vaudeſe volunteers. E 
ut be This is not the ouly occaſion on which theſe volunteers have 
ſhown that they were worthy of combating for the li of their 
puntry, They diſtinguiſhed' themſelves at the taking of Fribourg, 
men here the blood of many of them flowed. | 5 
occu Twenty-nine ſtandards, a numerous artillery, the puniſhment 
of the oligarchy, liberty reſtored to Switzerland, and the national 
ultice ſacrificed—ſuch, citizens repreſentatives, are the fruits of 
he victories which the aggreſſions of the tyrants of Helvetia have 
forced our brethren in arms to obtain aver them. 
bn Theſe victories are the more aſtoniſhing, as the French troops 
0u5 "ad every where to ſurmount obſtacles preſented by poſitions which 
Vor. VII. | nature 
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nature ſeemed to have rendered impregnable, which art had for 


* 
* 


formidable artillery. © Fs 

When the armies of the republic have conquered the 
which were reckoned the moſt warlike of Europe, you wilt dout 
Jeſs judge, citizens repreſentatives, how trariquil France may he 
as to the iſſue of the coalition which the cabinet of *#we# wy 
ſeeks to renew, and for which it employs all that is powerful i 
falſehood, in gold, and in ſeduction. | 420 
Tue triumph of the republic in Switzerland is the tore gibt 
dus arid the more pleaſing, that, while it is a new victory, and 
victory particularly obtained over England, which had made thi 


tified with all its reſources, and which were defended by the md 


'country the centre of its intrigues, it will reſtore the eftimal 


people of Helvetia to'their original dignity, and deliver them fx 

eyer from the humiliating yoke of the moſt tyrannic oligarchy, 

E222 44. 20 Srgned) ' nen, Profs” 
N  LaGARDE, Sec; Generil 


Proclamation of the General in Chief of the French Army in Helyai 
e en e te the Helvetic Nati. 
Btave Helvetians, Head Quarters at Berne, Jud 
ONE of the moſt perfidious means which the enemies of our i 
generation have employed to ſhut your hearts againſt ce 


fidende in us, and to ſpread around ſuſpicion and anxiety, is 


[aſcribe to the French republic the deſign of uniting the territory 


of the Helvetic republic to that of the French republic. Co 
wretches! Finding they were unable to reſiſt thoſe victorious im 
which broke aſunder the chains of the patriots, and delivered the 
victims of oligarchy, — aeqgore at leaſt to avenge their diſy 
by exciting hatred and diſguſt againſt a government which foſter 
among you the eſtabliſhment of an order of things to which iti 
owes its force and its luftre—againſt an army which overwhele 
'anarchy and fanaticiſm by turns, which, but for its valour, wol 
have converted Switzerland into one vaſt tomb. © 
Brave Helvetians! to you, who have recovered thoſe rights 


'which a free conſtitution will ſecure the enjoyment—to you, wil 


do not confound: the tranſient criſis of a revolution with 
bleſſings which muſt ſucceed to ii to fo it will doubtleſs do ſ 
ficient to point out this new ſtratagem of your enemies, to enſure 


defeat, and to turn its effect againſt its authors themſelves. 


Is not France already ſufficiently powerful - ſufficĩentiy exte 

five ? Has ſhe added to her territory Holland, and the fine cou 

tries of Italy, which were conquered by the force of her arms! 

Are not the Batavian, Ciſalpine, Ligurian, and Roman republic 
| * ä m 
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onuments of her reſpect for the independence of nations and 
e ſovereignty of every gon! Have not yourſelves received 
he moſt unequivocal proo it? Ee) Fg 
No! Switzerland is not deſtined to er the number of our 
partments. The country of William Tell is worthy of ranking 
nong free ſtates and repreſentative governments: ſhe will ac- 
apliſh that ſplendid — and ſhe will find in the French 
rful public a faithful ally and a fincere friend, always ready to pro- 
& her againſt all her enemies. 


e plots (signed) SCHAUENBOURG, 
; andy TIER +1 
ide thi | | | 

mil flir Deſportes, Commiſſary of the Government, to the Executive 
em ſu | Directory. 


| Geneva, 27 Germinal (April 16). 
neral. ENEVA is now happy ; its union with the French republic 
has been unamimouſly proclaimed by the extfaordinary com- 
——MSiſſon, after the ſovereign council which had been held in the 
- WF orning. A ſolemn deputation, preceded by a crowd of citizens, 
ho made the air reſound with cries of Live the great nation !- 
| ive the Executive Directory!“ came to announce this reſolution 
uy WH me. I accepted in your names the wiſhes of the Geneveſe 
our W eople. The moſt criminal and unparalleled intrigues were made 
a: of to interrupt the deſigns of the en council, The' 
„is ots of anarchiſts wiſhed to deſtroy the hopes of the le, they 
rrite iſhed to prevent the prolongation of the pore of the com- 
ion. But the patriots of Geneva braved the vociferations and 
s ariFoniards of their tyrants, and out of 3197 voters, 2204 gave 
red Meir ſuffrages for the prolongation, and 33 votes were ed. 
all and void. The commiſſion then could no longer doubt of 
ollen e voice of the citizens, and haſtened to ſatisfy their impatience. 
t this moment that committee is treating with me in negotiating 
treaty of union, After the ſitting of the ſovereign council under 
eexpreſs demand of the Geneveſe, I put within their walls an 
med force commaded by General Gerard, and only cenſiſting of 
dout 1200 men, merely ſufficient to ſuppreſs the fury of the 
„ ends who threatened to deſtroy” the friends of the French. 
th be half of this force returns this morning to its cantonments at 
range and Ferney, the remaining part reſt in barracks at Ge- 
va. Such is the wiſh of the Geneveſe people, and it is upon 
e promiſe of my keeping amongſt them the conquerors of the 
ine, that the friends of France have mounted the tri-coloured 
cou ckade. I will not ſpeak to hu, citizens directors, of the en- 
n uliaſm with which our brave feſenders were received by their 
bly" fellow-citizens ; all ww_ wants were anticipated; there 
men s general emulation to affo m- 


rd them every ſpecies' of accom 
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enddation ; nothing was heard on any ſide but ſongs which ſounded 
the praiſes of the French heroes; every heart ſeemed to de uning 
in the bonds of fraternity! So flattering a reception, ſo teil u 
attachment, ſhould prove to you, citizens directors, how mud 
the twig of Geneva — in the faſces of the great republic: 


— MA n Atth. * 8 * AW MM. —_ 
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| Proclamation of the Sardinian Infurgents. 


JTALY, my friends, Italy herſelf depends upon you for he 
1 freedom; ſhe expects at your hands the neceſſary increaſe i 
wer which is to recall her to her original greatneſs, and to rends 
her worthy of that exalted deſtiny which the great nation, the d 
livering nation, reſerves for her—the genius of the heroes of 
hovers over Italy, and their blood flows in the veins of all 
Italians. * ie 
Chooſe then between glory and infamy. Glory conſiſts in bei 
free, infamy conſiſts in being enſlaved. Will you prefer the fd 
tious friendſhip of a tyrant to the friendſhip of your county! 
Refle& that her vengeance is terrible! Think of your wives, yc 
fathers, your children! No, fly into our arms, fly—our arms ut 
to embtace you, our hearts pant to receive you. 
And you, ye warlike inhabitants of the cloudy ſummits of tht 
frozen Alps, you whom an infamous oligarchy has long condemn 
the humiliating trade of being executioners for tyrants, are 
ſtill ignorant that your country is free—that Switzerland, yt 
native country, is delivered, and recalls you into her boſom ? Wu 
e will condeſcend to look on you, what nations will be al 
to reſpet you, what country will be inclined to ſupport you, | 
when betome freemen, you {till ſubmit to be the voluntary latell 
and the mercenary ſoldiers of kings ? 
? — - : — — 
Order of the Exerurrve Directory of the French 'C in en 
. quence of the Refnſel of the Comet! of Elders of the Cifalpine 
public, on the 1 5th March, 1198, to accede to the Treaty of 4 
Zante and Commerce ' between. the French and Gifalpine Republics 


THE Diredory, conſidering that their refuſal is the effect 
the manoeuvres of the enemies of the two countries, and tld 
it gives the French republic a title to reſume all thoſe rights whi 
it was before w—_ to wave, have ordered Firſt, that a cont 
"bution ſhall be railed to. defray the expenſes of maintaining W 
trogps of the French republic in Italy; and feeond, that 
one citizens, named by the commander in chief, members of | 
council of elders of the Ciſalpine republic, hall be ſuperſel 
and arreſted, + + | | 
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/qmation of General Berthier to the People of the Ci/alpine | 
— * Republic, 18th — if 


el u TREATY of alliance with the French republic can alone 
& ſecure your liberty, and therefore it will be the death- bo 
tyranny. 

1 27 4 plot has been formed againſt your happineſs—an at- 
pt was made to deſtroy the diſcipline of the French army, and 
excite diſturbances in your departments. Journaliſts have been 
d to miſlead you, and to inſult the French nation and you: ſhe 
not inſulted with impunity. Theſe counter-revolutioniſts 
iſhed to aſſaſſinate Frenchmen and Ciſalpins. 

A deputy of the council of elders (but I ſay it with pleaſure, 
he tea native of the Ciſalpine territory) formed a plot to deliver 
> Mantua to the enemies of the Cilalpine republi 


ic—T raitors, 
id by the princes who ſurround you, are perhaps concealed in 
me of the moſt reſpectable poſts in your government: other 
dein en, whoſe intentions ought to be pure, ſerve your enemies 
f imout intention, either by a falſe enthuſiaſm, or through igno- 
ce. Ciſalpine people! can you forget that you owe your It 
y to the blood of Frenchmen, which has moiſtened your 
ns afWuvntry, and to the ſacrifices of that great country which is the 
Imiration of the univerſe ? 

Yes, the French are your friends; they always will be ſo, and 
i complete the work they have begun. | | 
are In the orders which I have given for the puniſhment of ſome + 
% pudent and counter-revolutionary journaliſts, in the accuſati 
Wu hich I have demanded againſt a repreſentative of the peo 
ho is a traitor to his country and the French army, I have re- 
pected the principles of liberty which we have given you when 
might have employed military force. Ciſalpine people! be 
alm and tranquil; let thoſe alone create diſturbances who wiſh 
| plunge the country in the horrors of anarchy, and to deſtroy 
1 r liberty. May the moſt intimate friendſhip ſubſuſt between 
Frenchyrepublic and you | 

As for me, I have never ceaſed to give the ſtrongeſt proofs of 


a 
f A! attachment to your country. I would lay down my life 
„cure your happineſs and liderty ; but I declare, that I will u 

WF ith firmneſs and courage the authority which is entruſted to me, 
a ocder to ſecure reſpe& for the French republic, your liberty 
- "4 happineſs, and to preſerve your places from and the 


tacks of your enemies. 


6 — r — — — 222 . 


rn of the Oath ordered to by taken by the Swiſs refident in Ruſſia. 
A. B. do declare by the preſent oath, before the Almi 
God, and upon his holy goſpel, that I have never acceded, in 


il or in deed, to the wicked and revolutionary principles which 
| prevail 


(wo) 


prevail in France, and which at preſent are propagated throug 
other countries, particularly through Switzerland; that I hold 
government there eſtabliſhed to be illegal; that I am conving 
in my conſcience of the ſanctity of the Chriſtian religion as py 
feſſed by my anceſtors, and of the duty I am bounden under tok 
faithful and obedient to the ancient form of government. 
I 2 do promiſe and bind myſelf, under the gracic 
protection of his Majeſty the Emperor, &c. of all the Rua 1 
to comport myſelf in his dominions agreeably to the principles 
the Chriſtian religion, in which I was born; to pay the mid 
' punctual and rigorous obedience to the laws and adminiſtrati 
eſtabliſhed by his. Majeſty; and, in fhort, to break off all cc 
fpondence with them, until, after the 're-eſtabliſhment of ly. 
order in Switzerland, I ſhall have obtained that permiſſion from: 
his Majeſty. . | es 
In caſe of prevarication, I reſign myſelf to all the rigour 
the laws of this ſublunary life, as alſo to God's laſt judgment 
and, as a conſummation and ſeal of the preſent oath, I Kils th 
words and the croſs of our Savidur Jeſus Chriſt. 80 Bs u. 
min 


mul 
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The Miniſter of the War and Marine Department of the Liu. 
Republic to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs and of Juſtice, June 2. © 


THE miniſter of war and marine, in anſwer to the noted 
this day from the miniſter of foreign affairs, by which 
charged him, in the name of the Directory, to write the prope 
circular letters, to the end that the law, ordained the 1th d 
September 1796, of the former government, which preſeribe 
that the ports of the republic ſhould remain ſhut againſt all Britil 
veſſels, ſhould be fully carried into effect, has the honour to oon 
form him, that ports are not to be ſhut up by letters, but ſecum 
by bombs and red-hot bullets ; that to effect this, there molt be 
well poſted batteries, cannon and mortars properly appointed; 
brave and ſpirited ſoldiers to ſerve them as circumſtances may it 
quire ; that batteries, ammunition-carts, and every article nect 
ſary for this purpoſe, are not to be procured by mere words, bt 
by money; that courage and diſcipline are not promoted nor . 
rained by a diforganization of the armed force, ſuch as is diQated 
by the unconſtitutional law of the 18th and 19th current, whid 
carries into effect that of the 16th of May, and the ſubſeque 
decree of the Executive Directory of the 19th, which pre 
feribes to me its being carried into execution; neither in d 
ſtructing every road to preferinent to the perſon who has gained 
dy his blood, at a moment too when the moſt vile betrayers of thei 
country are ſeen to be declared innocent. The miniſter of wi 
informs you that, in order to its being defenſive and ofenln 
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uſt have men and money. Every one is acquainted. with the 
- of our arſenal and fortifications. Health and fraternity. 
(Signed)  Fa&EDERICE. 


ANSIFER. 
Citizen Miniſter, © + VENT 
1 HOPE, that with an honeſt ſatisfaQtion you will peruſe a 
ublican reply to your letter, read over by me on the evening of 
21ſt inſt. In truth I do not comprehend, that becauſe 
reſolutions of the Executive Directory have been communi- 
| to you through the channel of the miniſter of external rela- 
ns, you ſhould apply to him as a more ready. and immediate 
nmunication with the Directory. Every honeſt citizen is of 
nion with you, that ſea-ports are ſecured by batteries wel 
ced, with cannon and mortars properly appointed, with bombs, 
bot balls, &c. and that money is neceſſary to carry this into 
d. But you will with the honeſt citizens, that the na- 
cheſt is oppreſſed by the expenſes occalioned by the war juſt 
minated ; that its refources are exhauſted, and the finances, 
nicularly in this diſtri, diſorganized. The Honeſt citizens 
with you, that circumſtances imperiouſly demand the moſt 
acious meaſures of defence; but, with them, you, who are 
honeſt man, will allow that it was neceſſary to ſecure the Li- 
an territory from an hoſtile attack, previouſly to the embark- 
in an offenſive war. You will agree, that it was neceflary 
xamine whether the Ligurian territory could ſupply the means 
obtaining it, and whether our republicans were ſufficiently in- 
Qed in the uſe of arms, and in military evolutions, to face 
talions long ſince diſciplined, and accuſtomed to military ope- 
ions. You will allow, that, under theſe circumſtances, the 
' which ſuſpends the further aſſemblage of troops, was a juſt 
ſure of neceſſary economy. You will allow, that the law of 
19th current was a prudent and neceſſary precaution, which 
framed with a view of organizing a proviſional guard to the 
lative body, in order to protect them from certain threats and 
Imurings of the ſpurious children of the country, who ſome- 
es have been heard in circles about the place of aſſembly, en- 
Youring to wreſt from it laws in counterpoiſe for the public 
fare. You will agree, that a law ſuſpending military pro- 
non does not ſtop up the road, but is only a ſhort delay in it, 
geſted by neceflary precaution, in order to examine who has 
ly deſerved it. The military commiſſion now elected will 
at out the traitors of the country. You will allow, that a 
nentary ebullition has diQated the tenour of your letter; but 
eſt citizen can be induced to believe that you will give 


allent, upon 3efleRion, to its appearing in print. It might 
| be 
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total ruin, You will finally agree, that the obſervations of y 


of his heart, wiſhes you health, fraternity, and conſideration, 
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his troops from the poſts they occupied within the territory df 


founded, that an undue influence has heen exerciſed over the 


other intelligence recently received by the ſecretary at war, 


cm) 


de the part of a news- writer, or other FE. ſcribbler, but 
not of a public functionary, to publiſh ſentiments calculated 
create in the public mind a want of eſteem and reſpect fort 
legiſlative body. - You will allow, that diſunion among the 
verning powers induces a ſpirit of party, and paves the way 


tellow-citizen are juſt—are upright. He ſincerely, in the fol 


: (Signed) y M 4850, 


mm : "_ 


— ＋ — 


Subſtance of the Report of the Secretary of State to the Prefide 
the Unned States, of the Proceedings ef the Officers of hi: Cal 
Majeſty, in relation to the Peſts occupied by his Troops within 
Limits of the United States. | 


Uror a view of the whole correſpondence now and bek 

ſubmitted to the Preſident, it appears, that the governon 
his Catholic Majeſly on the Miſſiſippi have, on various preten 
poſtponed the running the boundary line, and the withdrawing 


-— 


United States: that after repeated overtures, promiſes, and 
pearances of commencing the execution of the treaty between 
two nations, in both theſe reſpects their conduct demonſin 
that for an indefinite period they mean to avoid doing either: 
there is but too much reaſon to believe Mr.Ellicott's ſupicion 


dians by the officers of his Catholic Majeſty, to prepare then] 
a rupture with the United States: theſe ſuſpicions correſpond 


by me—mine is by a private letter from Colonel Sargent, the 
cretary of the territory north-weſt of the river Ohio, of » ne; 
an extract is annexed. | rg 7 1 

Whether this plan of exciting the Indians to direct hoſtii 
againſt the United States has been contemplated and promote 
any of our on citizens, it may be difficult to ſay ; but that 
or more of thoſe citizens have propoſed and taken meaſure 
detach the ſouthera Indians from the intereſts of the Vi 
States, and to deſtroy the influence of the public agents over i 
nations, and thus to defeat the great objects of their ap 
ments, the chief of which is to preſerve peace, is certain. di 
evidence of this important fact will be laid before you by tit 
eretary at war. That evidence having a reference to the! 
miniſter, and his government, I took the liberty of addreſſ ev 
him a letter, dated the 1ſt inſt, to which I received the anſ N fi 

As cloſely connected with this buſineſs, I lay before J 
copy of my letter, dated the 27th of April laſt, to Charles nin 

3 | 8 


( 153 ) 


pn, Eſq. the diſtri attorney for Georgia, reciting a in 2 
net from the Spaniſh miniſter, dated the 21ſt of April, de- 
ting his poſitive knowledge, that the Engliſh had made pro- 
fitions to General Clarke of Georgia, to obtain his influence in 
at ſtate, in conjunction with ſome perſons who might make a 
verſion or ſerious attack againſt Florida. By Mr. Jackfon's 
ſwer, from which an extract is herewith preſented, it ap 
at, after diligent inquiry, he could not find any perſon that knew 
y thing of the buſineſs, or that eutertained a belief of the kind; 
d that, from General Clarke's known violent antipathy to the 
neliſh, and other circumſtances, he doubted the truth altogether. 
On the 3oth ult. I received a letter from General Pinckney, 
ted the gth of May, which contains the late intelligence from 
m, and ſeems proper to accompany the other papers now Jaid 
fore you, His letter, therein referred to, has not yet come to 
nd, 


-- 


tter to Timothy Pickering, Eſq. Secretary of State, from the 
Chevalier de Trujo, Minifter Plenipotentiary of his Catholic 
Majeſty, Sc. 

Sir, 
YOUR additional report to the Preſident of the United States 
the proceedings of the officers of the King of Spain, in relation 
the poſts and the running of the boundary line, which I find 
bliſhed in all the newſpapers, obliges me to trouble you with 
is letter. If your diſcuſſion of facts has been as correct and 
partial as there was reaſon to expect, I ſhould not have been 
der the neceſſity of undertaking this taſk ; but the eonſtruction 

are pleaſed to put upon every act of the Spaniſh officers in 
teral, and eſpecially upon thoſe in which I am perſonally con- 
ned, compels me to obſerve upon ſeveral expreſſions which I 
re noticed in your ſaid report. | 
You. begin, Sir, with ſaying, ** that although I had declared 
ad juſt reaſons for ſuſpecting an expedition from Canada was 
paring by the Britiſh againſt the upper parts of Louiſiana, = 
ever had mentioned a fingle fa& or reaſon on which my 
on was founded.” In my letter of the ad of March I pointed 
to you the probable route which the expedition would take ; 
Ain our conference of the 29th of Feb I gave you in- 
ation that a corps of three hundred and fifty men had been 
ſed at Montreal, and marched towards the lakes, where, after 
evacuation of the American forts, there was no oftenſible ob- 
{for them. I alſo told you, that I knew that the Britiſh agents 
treated with ſome of the Indian nations in that country, con- 
ning the Intended expedition ; * I added, that I had received 


Vol. VII. thoſe 


_ 


- aw 


( 154). 
| thoſe advices from a perſon who might be depended on, hoh 


| feen thoſe new levies paſſing through Johnſtown, on their way 
the weſtward. But, even ſuppoſing that I had not entered i 
any particulars, even ſuppoſing that my information at that 
riod was not complete, yet did not the intereſt and dignity of th 
government—did not its friendly connexion with Spain, requi 
that it ſhould have taken every proper means to prevent the attery 
we were threatened with, by giving ſuitable orders to Gene 
Wilkinſon, or to the commanding officer of the military force 
thoſe frontiers? The abſolute ſilence in this particular of the & 
cuments which accompany the report of the ſecretary of war,) 
never having communicated*to me any determinate diſpoſition! 
this point, as you do in your anſwer to my letter, which in 
publication is marked No. 7, afford me ſufficient grounds to 
that theſe precautions were omitted. Vou add, Sir, with a dep 
of candour difficult to be conceived, that from my not hai 
given to you detailed information reſpecting the expedition, 
from the anſwer which you received on the 19th ultimo fromt 
Britiſh miniſter, you believed my ſuſpicions to be groundleſs, 
| it poſſible, that any one will candidly imagine, that if the Engl 
intended to violate the territory of the United States, in order 
effect a coup de main, they would be as ingenuous in anſwerin 
as you were in aſking their miniſters the queſtion ? 
I ſhall not enter into all the obſervations which ſuggeſt the 
ſelves to my mind, from your having communicated to Mr. Lil 
the contents of my letters. I expected that the American 
vernment would have watched his motions, and taken the me 
which I have already mentioned to prevent the ſucceſs of a ſimi 
enterpriſe; but I never could have imagined that you would! 
given to the Britiſh miniſter a piece of advice, which mightet 
him to alter his plan, by letting him know that the former 
was diſcovered. By the line of conduct which you have putl 
jn this buſineſs, I am convinced, that; had I communicated 
you more particular details reſpecting this tranſaction, you wat 
with the fame good-natured frankneſs, have given information 
them to Mr. Liſton. | * 
But, if you did believe that aſking this queſtion of the Bri 
envoy was the moſt efficacious means to prevent the violation 
the neutrality of the United States, and the invaſion of the Spas 
territory, let me aſk, why you was fo remiſs in this meaſure, ! 
although I had communicated this project to you, verbally, 
the 27th of February, and on the 2d of March in writing, 
in a matter obviouſly | ſo improper, yon only wrote to the-Bril 
envoy on the 28th of April, that is, two months afterwards? 
I ſhall not quit this ſubject without taking the libert) a 
making to you one obſervation which is intimately | conne® 


with it. By the date of the letter J have juſt mentioned, ; 
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who zntly appears that I gave you advice of this intended expedition 
| on the 2d of March, and that, three days before, I had given you 
red i he ſame information verbally. I imagined, from your known at- 
ention to buſineſs, and the importance of the ſubject, that you 
ould have ſubmitted it immediately to the conſideration of the 
WP :cident of the United States. On the gth of March I had the 
attem jonour of ſpeaking to Mr. Adams, at his lodgings, at Francis's 
otel, and mentioned this ſubje& as a matter that I ſuppoſed 
forced im already fully informed of; and it was with no ſmall ſurpriſe 
heard him fay that he knew nothing about it. I produced the 
ap which J had in my pocket-book, and he liſtened with great 


ar, 
we nention to all that I had to ſay to him. It was, no doubt, to 
vin is conference with Mr. Adams that I was indebted for your an- 
to te er of the 11th of the ſame month. I ſhall entirely abſtain from 
a deg utting any conſtruction upon the reaſons which induced you to 


mit making this communication to the Preſident ; but they muſt 
ave been very powerful motives which could oblige you to remain 
romt o long ſilent on a matter of ſuch importance, 

You ſay, in the third paragraph of your report, that on your 
king me what meaſures Spain had taken in order to carry into 
order xecution that-part of the treaty which relates to the withdrawing 

ee garriſons, IL anſwered you on the 14th of _ that I had 


zen for ſome months without receiving letters from the Baron, 


| the nd conſequently was entirely ignorant of the ſteps which had 
Lig en taken for the execution of the treaty. From this expreſſion, 
can | hich, in order to draw attention, you place between 1nverted 
e me ommas, you inſinuate an inference which, in my opinion, is 
im ery far from being true, when you add — afterwards, 
1d} ' Nevertheleſs, he had previouſly informed the Baron of his ſuſ- 
vet cions of a projected expedition.” — What is this to prove, Sir? 
ner t hat the Baron indeed had received my letters, but.not that 1 had 
purl ceived his. The irregularity and uncertainty of navigation 
-ated lily ſhows that your logic on this point is extremely falſe. 
wt lu the fifth paragraph, after giving an account of my letter of 
ation e 24th ultimo, and of its object, you obſerve that I have omitted 
mention, among the other complajnts of the Baron, that of 
Brit r. Ellicott's not having given him notice of his arrival at 
ation atchez,—Permit me, Sir, to repreſent to you, that you have 
San” irely miſtaken what I had the honour of telling you on that. 
e, calion; for I ſimply mentioned, not as a complaint, but gs 


ere obſervation, that the Baron, in the rigour, might not have 
| nlidered Mr. Ellicott as an American commiſſioner, he not 
Brit «ing given him on his arrival official notice of his appointment, 
wing merely informed him of it in the way of a confidential 
ommunication, You cannot be ignorant, Sir, that there are 
nned main requiſite formalities when nations treat with one another 
| their mutual concerns, which are not required between indi- 
| X 2 viduals, 


«<Q 156 ) 


viduals. The Baron, when he ſpeaks in this manner, cle 
points out his meaning, that, beſides the confidential letter, 1 
communication of which you conſider as ſo important, no dou 
he expected another official one, including his commiſſion, 
thority, or ſome other document, to aſcertain the identity of th 
perſon, and the object of his miſſion. When, on my arrinalj 
this country, I had not yet preſented my credentials to the ] 
ſident, although I had delivered to you a copy of them, 
/ might, in the rigour, not have recogniſed me as the envoy ext 
ordinary of the King my maſter, for want of having comply 
with that neceſſary requiſite of the eſtabliſhed etiquette. I do 
mean to ſay, that in the preſent caſe it was abfolutely neceſſun 
go through a ſimilar formality ; nor did the Baron mention tl 
but as a mere matter of obſervation, which was not to affect 1 
object in queſtion, although you, thinking that it affords you 
victorious argument, are pleaſed to give to this circumſtance 
importance which it does not deſerve. Beſides, Sir, I might « 
ſerve to you, that when, after a mixed and defultory converſaii 
upon various ſubjects, I had collected and methodized my ide 
and committed them to writing, your anſwer and obfervati 
ought to have. been confined to the written communicatic 
clothed with all the neceſſary formalities ; but neither do I wi 
to make of this an object of diſcuſſion. | 
The proof which you give in the ſixth paragraph of yi 
report, to ſhow that it is not certain that Mr. Ellicott int 
get poſſeſſion of Natchez by ſurpriſe, and that for that purpoſe 
had endeavoured to gain over the inhabitants, is merely negati 
From your examination of the two perſons you mention, you 
very little to expect: the circumſtance alone of their being 
bearers of Mr. Ellicott's difpatches, points out that they ve 
both in his confidence; and it may be preſumed without temen 
that, being his friends, or employed under his orders, they woul 
hardly make a denunciation that might be prejudicial to him 
Governor Gayoſo declares that he has proofs of the fact in l 
power. I ſhall not fail to apply to him for them, and perbap 
may one day ſpeak to you more poſitively on this buſineſs. 
After having diſcuſſed the hiſtory of theſe tranſactions with i 
the force and accuracy which reſult from. theſe obſervations, 
aſſure, with à very ill grounded confidence, that, upon a view® 
the whole, it appears that his Majeſty's governors on the Miſl 
have, on various pretences, poſtponed the running of the bound 
line, and the evacuation of the poſts. But I appeal to that © 
dour which you have ſo generoully ſhown to the Britiſh mivilih 
that you may tell me, whether it can be called a pretenct, 
the Baron de Carondelet, who was entruſted with the fſafet) 
Louifiana, refuſed to carry into execution a pretenſion that M 
not ſtipulated fur by the treaty ? By the ſecond article it i 7 
88 a 
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ed that the —— ſhall be withdrawn; and, as 1 had the 
nour of repreſenting to you in my letter of the 24th ult. it is 
to be preſumed: that it could ever have been the intention of 
Catholic Majeſty to deliver up fortifications, which, beſides 
t they have colt him conſiderable ſums of money, may, by the 
d of political viciflitudes, be one day prejudicial to his ſub- 
Qs. If not to do what was not ſtipulated for, and the execution 
which would be contrary to the intereſts of Spain, is a pretence, 
muſt confeſs that it is a very plauſible one. 
With reſpe& to the line of demarkation, it appears by the cor- 
pondence and letters of the Baron de Carondelet, which are in 
polleſſion, that although he entertained the ſame doubts which 
re ſuggeſted by Governor Gayoſo reſpecting the poſts, yet he 
i conſenting that the aſtronomical obſervations ſhould be 
on, for which purpoſe the engineer, M. de Guillemand, had 
eady arrived at the Natchez, with all the inſtruments and ap- 
atus. Such was the ſituation of things when my communica- 
ns reſpecting the intended expedition got to hand; from that 
ment imperious neceſſity, and the great principles of ſelf-de- 
ce, made his Catholic Majeſty's officers turn their thoughts to 
jects of a more urgent nature, Mr. Blount's letter, and the 
e detected conſpiracy, evince how far their conduct in this 
ſpect was neceſſary ; and you, Sir, poſſeſſed, as you were, of 
the facts, when you laid them before the Preſident, ought to 
ve been one of the laſt to have ſtigmatized the motives with the 
ithet of pretexts. So palpable an attempt to make groundleſs 
unfair impreſſions on the public mind, is well calculated to 
feat its own ends, and appears ſtill more extraordinary when 
conſider that the American government is in every way 
72 by its own confeſſion, to maintain peace and harmony 
th Spain. | 
Nor do your ill- founded inſinuations ſtop here: ſentiments and 
preſſions ſtill more violent, flow from that ſame haſty pen. 
da ſay in another part, that there is but too much reaſon to 
eve Mr, Ellicott's ſuſpicions well founded, that an undue in- 
ence has been exerciſed over the Indians by the officers of his 
tholic Majeſty, to prepare them for a rupture with the United 
tes. Fortunately, Sir, you have told us the ſource whence 
« derived all thoſe dreadful conjectures of yours; otherwiſe, 
haps, the weight and authority which your high official cha- 
Ker ſtamps upon whatever you write or ſay, might make ay 
due impreſſion on the public. You acknowledge, Sir, it was 
Private letter of Mr. Sargent's (ſecretary of the north-weſtern 
tory) that gave riſe to your ſurmiſes : we ſhall now ſee what 
letter ſays : 


No, 
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No. 14. Extract of a Letter from Winthrop Sargent, Ef. Stn 
tary of the North-weftern Territory, to the Secretary of Su 
dated Cincinnati, June 3d, 1797. 


„General Wilkinſon ſending off an expreſs, I ſeize the or 
ſion to tranſcribe for you ſome paragraphs from a weſtern letter, 
+ The Spaniards are reinforcing ; their upper poſts on 
Miſſiſippi conſiderably. General Howard, an Iriſhman, in g 


lity of commander in chief, with upwards of three hundred t 
is arrived at St. Louis, and employed in erecting wy formida\l ©. 
works. It likewiſe appears through various channels, that ni. 
are inviting a great number of Indians of the territory to croſs th 
Miſliſippi; and for this expreſs purpole, Mr. Lorromie, ont 
officer in the pay of the crown, made a tour through all tlc: 
country laſt fall, ſince which time ſeveral Indians have been mer 
on the ſame errand, and generally furniſhed with plenty of caſh * 
defray their expenſes. | hat 
« A large party of Delawares paſſed down on White N v. 
about the 6th of May, on their way to the Spaniſh fide, beam ſen 
the national flag of Spain, ſome of them from St. Louis. fer 
„They (the Spaniards) have, above the mouth of the Ode 
on the Miſſiſippi, ſeveral row-gallies with cannon.” ouſ 


Now, Sir, what inference can be drawn from that letter 
Why, that the Spaniards have fortified San Luis, and avail 
themſelves of every means of defence that the country afford 
But let me aſk you, Sir, againſt whom it is that they were pa 
paring to defend themſelves ? Surely the documents which y! 
have laid before the Preſident, and the momentous buſineſs wi 
now engages the attention of Congreſs, and agitates the public 

* 


large, afford a complete and ſatisfactory anſwer. 2.4 | th 
I mentioned to you, in my letter of 24 March, that the obje [f 

of the Britiſh was to attack Upper Louiſiana, and take San ur 
and New Madrid by ſurpriſe. It will not be queſtioned but US|, 
prudence required of us at that juncture to fortify the threatenggan 
points. This, Sir, was all we did; and this, Sir, yon k d p 
many months paſt : yet Mr, Sargent" letter, which in ſubſtu con 

| ſays no more, fills you all at once with fears and ſelf- created ex 
prehenſions, and makes you declare in the face of the Amer ates 
people, that the Spaniſh officers are exciting the Indians 0 tize 


rupture with us.“ No one will ſay that preparations for « 
ſelf-defence were not neceſſary on our part, The aſſurance gin 
you by the Britiſh miniſter, with all the appearance of a con 
dential communication, but without any ſignature, did not inlp 
the ſervants of his Catholic Majeſty with the ſame blind col 
dence which it produced in you. We know from daily experten 


| how religiouſly the Britiſh nation obſerves the rights of m_ 
» Ie 
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itneſs the American ſailors! Witneſs the republic of Genoaz 
i whoſe port they attacked and made prize of the French frigate 
1 Modeite, as ſhe lay at anchor there. Witneſs the inhabitants 
{Trinidad, when the Britiſh, though then in amity with them, 
ntered their capital with drums beating and colours flying, in 
urluit of a few French who had taken refuge there. Theſe, and 
ther inſtances of the ſort, too numerous to be recapitulated, make 
5 leſs credulous on the ſcore of Great Britain's reſpec for the 
ohts of neutrality than you appear to have been. 
As to thoſe tender conſiderations which actuated the Britiſh 
iniſter to reject the plan on account of the inhumanity of calling 
the aid of the Indians, I did expect that ſuch vague unau- 
enticated declarations would have been appreciated as.they de- 
rved by you, Sir, who have fought in the glorious cauſe of 
Imerican independence, who witneſſed the humanity of their 
nduct in the courſe of that war; and you cannot be ignorant of 
hat has happened ſince. | | 
Your aſcribing hoſtile views to the preparations of our ſelf- 
fence, cannot, Sir, have been matter of much ſurpriſe to me, 
ter having heard a certain member of Congreſs, who is known 
be the organ of the will of the adminiſtration; declare in that 
Jouſe, that he aſcribed to the ſame motives the preparations we 
ere making for the defence of Florida, though probably he was 
ot ignorant, at the very time, of their real object. Thus then, 
Ir, according to your mode of reaſoning, and that of the gentle- 
jan | have jult alluded to, though we were certain of being at- 
cked, and though we were not certain that the American go- 
mment had taken the proper meaſures for protect ing its neu- 
ality, yet we were to adopt no meaſures for our defence, but 
mely ſuffer his Majeſty's forts and poſſeſſions to be taken; and 
| this for fear of creating ill- founded ſuſpicions on your minds! 
[f you have not been very ſucceſsful, Sir, in the ſolidity of 
ur reaſonings, you appear not to be more ſo in the method of 
owing them. After having denounced us to the whole: Ame- 
can nation as ſtirring up the Indians againſt the United States, 
d preparing them for a rupture, you fall into the moſt glaring 
conſiſtency in the following paragraph: Whether this plan 
exciting the Indians to direct hoſtilities againſt the United 
ates, has been contemplated and promoted by any of our own 
izens, it may be difficult to ſay; but that one or more citizens 
ive propoſed and taken meaſures to detach the ſouthern Indians 
om the intereſt of the United States, and to deſtroy the influence 
the public agents over thoſe nations, an thus to defeat the 
eat objects of their appointment, the chief oi which js to preſerve 
ace, is certain.“ 2 
| again appeal here, Sir, to your generous tandour. How is 
poſlible to reconcile” ſuch evident contradictons? On the one 
4 hand, 


that is, from the zyth of February to the 28th of April, ale 
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hand, the Spaniſh officers are thoſe who excite the ſouthern ] 
dians againſt the United States; and on the other you quick 
allow, preſuming, with ſufficient foundation, in my opinic 
that it may be ſome citizens of the United States. But althou 
you might entertain any doubts yourſelf on the ſubject, which 
am ſure no perſon in America will, after reading Mr. Blount 
letter, did not this very ſame doubtful caſe and uncertainty » 
quire in your ſituation more circumſpect language? And if 
even in this caſe, you appear to have gone beyond what (« 
policy, the tranquillity and intereſt of the United States, 

quired, how much more unjuſt ar your inſinuations agait 

Spain, when the public poſſeſs, in- Mr. Blount's letter, a de 
ment by which they can ke, that, if the manoeuvres with the lt 
dians were not favourable to the United States, they were pr 
Ciſely combined to attack the Spaniards? From this. method 
reaſoning of yours, it appears as if the Spaniards were, join! 


with Mr. Blount, ſtirring up the Indians to attack themſelves, 
Reſpecting the laſt article of your report, I have only 1 | 
obſerve, that although you have conſtantly aſſured me that bar 
vernment had not the leaſt information reſpecting the ſube Ind 
of my repreſentations, and although the letter of Mr. Jack pr 
of Georgia, appears to coincide with your ideas, neve Mr 
time has ſhown that I have complied with my duty by not int 
poſing on ſuch aſſurance. The plot is diſcovered, and noboſ o 
any longer doubts that the expedition was to have taken place. oi 
After having followed you ſtep by ſtep through the vari 1 
points of your report to the Preſident, I ſhall make a ba. 
compendium of ſuch as ariſe from this letter; from which Wn: 
reſults, 1 pic 
1. That on the 2th of February I gave you ſufficient in! 
ticulars reſpecting the intended expedition, to have attraQed ti 
attention of this government, | Ol 
2. That although to this verbal communication I added uni 
ther in writing on the 2d of March, the Preſident had not lh»: 
leaſt knowledge of it on the gth of the ſame month; and pre 
without doubt, you muit have had very powerful motives C 
prevent you from communicating it to him. pre 
3. That it does not' appear by the documents preſented by 0ſt 
ſecretary of war, that government had given orders to the mi vi 


tary commanders to cauſe the territory and neutrality of i 
United States to be reſpected. | | 

4. That you made to the Engliſh miniſter a communicatio 
which in my opinion you ought not; and that, even if y 
thought it neceſſarzy, you delayed doing it for two monthz 


though it reſpected a moſt urgent and important object. 
5. 


(161 /) 


hern E ;. That the Baron de Carondelgt could very well have te- 
quicii g eved my letters, without its neceſſarily following that his had 
Opinic come to hand. | SY 
althoug 6. That the Baron did not repreſent Mr. Ellicott's not writ- 
which ing to him officially as a complaint, but as an obſervation ; and 
. at, in fact, he nevet has done it in thoſe terms. N | 
inty nt 7. That the proofs you. allege to exculpate Mr. Ellicott, re- 
And i pecting his intentions of taking the fort of Natchez by ſur- 
at fe priſe, are purely negative. | 


tes, 1 $. That it is riot merely pretences, but very powerful rea- 
ſons, which have impeded the evacuation of the poſts, and the 

1 munning of the boundary line. 

the lt 9. That the inſinuations with which you are 1 to per- 

ere poi aade the American people that our arming is directed againſt 

thod them, are unjuſt as well as unfounded, as, by Mr. Blount's letter, 


It is clearly demonſtrated to be a precaution for the mere put- 
elves, poſe of defence. 

10. That you evidently contradi& yourſelf, when, on one 
ind, you ate pleaſed to attribute to us the movements of the 
Cub) cdians, and, in the very next paragraph, you ſhow it might 


ak poceed from American citizens, as it actually does according to 
rthele Mr. Blount's letter; and that he ated with the knowledge and 
not intelligence of the very ſame Britiſh miniſter, in whoſe private 


otes, without fignature, and perhaps not of his own hand- writing, 
lace, Nou place ſich implicit confidence. rebel SE 


vari 11. That although, in all your official communications, you 
a base always manifeſted to me that the American 183 
hich new of nothing which indicated any foundation for my ſuſ- 


picions, Mr. Blount's letter clearly proves that I was perfectly 
nt pain the right. 05 2 
acd t | have thus fulfilled a very diſagreeable duty. Always deſir- 
ous to contribute to ſtrengthen the bands of friendſhip which 
unite Spain and America, and to which their ſituation, their 
not eg vants, and reſources, invite them, I have ſeen with the moſt 
«profound grief, that the language and tenour of your communi- 
ives Mon to the Preſident, is not, in my opinion, calculated to 
promote fo defirable an object to us all. For my part, althuugh 
by 0088 | ſhall leave nothing undone to cement the union and harmony 
e mi with a nation which I reſpect, neither ſhall I evet ſuffer the in- 
of tht tereſts of the King, my maſter, in any caſe whatever; to be ſa- 
cripced to an unjuſt partiality. F 
| pray God to preſerve you many years. lack 
| | Four moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| CarLos MARTINEZ DE YRUJo, 
ril, ak Philadelphia, July 11, 1797. | 


Vor. VII. 5 * Speech 


of Congreſs, without paſſing the time fixed by the conſtituti 
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Speech of the American Preſident, on the opening of the Congriſ, 
| Thurſday, Nov. 23, 1797. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, | | 


] WAS for ſome time apprehenſive that it would be neceſſary 
on account of the contagious ſickneſs which affected the ci 
of Philadelphia, to convene the national legiſlature at ſome othe 
place. This meaſure it was deſirable to avoid, becauſe jt woull 
occaſion much public inconvenience, and a conſiderable publi 
expenſe, and add to the calamities of the inhabitants of this city 
whoſe ſufferings muſt have excited the ſympathy of all their fe 
low-citizens. Therefore, -after taking a de. to aſcertain t 
ſtate and decline of the ſickneſs, poſtponed my determinatio 
having hopes, now happily realized, that, without hazard to thi 
lives or health of the members, Congreſs might aſſemble at thi 
place, where it was fixed by law to meet. I ſubmit, however 
to your conſideration, whether a power to poſtpone the meetic 


upon ſuch occaſions, would be an uſeful amendment ta the lax 
of one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- fou. 

Although I cannot yet congratulate you on the re-eſtabliſhment 
of peace in Europe, and the reſtoration of ſecurity to the perlous 
and properties of our citizens from injuſtice and violence at ſea 
we have, nevertheleſs, abundant cauſe of gratitude to the Source 
of benevolence and influence, for interior tranquillity and perl 
nal ſecurity, for propitious ſeaſons, proſperous agriculture, pm 
ductive fiſheries, and general improvements; and, above 4 
for a national ſpirit of civil and religious liberty, and a calm but 
Ready determination to ſupport our ſovereignty, as well as out 
_—_ and religious principles, againſt all open and ſecret 
tacks, 

Our envoys extraordinary to the French republic embarke 
one in July, the other in Auguſt, to join their colleagues i 
Holland : 1 have received intelligence of the arrival of both of 
them in Holland, from whence they all proceeded on their joyt 
ney to Paris, within a few days of the 19th: of Septembes 
Whatever may be the seſult of this miſſion, I truſt that nothing 
will have been omitted on my part to conduct the negotiation 
a ſucceſsful concluſion, on ſuch equitable terms as may be cow: 
patible with the ſafety, honour, and Intereſts of the Unie 
States. Nothing, in the mean time, will contribute ſo much v 
the preſervation of peace, and the attainment of juſtice, 3 
manifeſtation of the energy and unanimity of which, on mall 
tormer occafions, the . 5 of the United States have given ſuc 
memorable proofs, and the exertion of thoſe reſources =y Ind 


— 
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anal defence, which a benevolent Providence has kindly placed 


thin their power. | 
It may be confidently aſſerted, that nothing has occurred 
hich renders inexpedient thoſe precautionary meaſures recom- 


ange 


eceſum ended by me to the conſideration of the two Houſes, at the 
the ci xning of your late extraordinary ſeſſion. If that ſyſtem was 
ne oth en prudent, it is more ſo now, as increaſing depredations 
t we rengthen the reaſons for its adoption. : 


Indeed, whatever may be the ifſue of the negotiation with 
rance, and whether the war in Europe is or is not to continue, I 
old it moſt certain that permanent tranquillity and order will 
ot ſoon be obtained, The ſtate of ſociety has ſo long been diſ- 
rhed, the ſenſe of moral and religious obligations ſo much 
reakened, public faith and national honour have been ſo im- 
aired, reſpe& to treaties has been ſo diminiſhed, and the law of 
tions has loſt ſo . much of its force; while pride, ambition, 
yarice, and violence, have been ſo much unreſtrained, there 
emains no reaſonable ground on which to raiſe an expeRation, 
at a commerce, without proteQion or defence, will not be 
lundered, | 3 | ; 

The commerce of the United States is eſſential, if not to their 


> public 
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m 
— xiſtence, at leaſt to their comfort: their growth, proſperity, 
at ſe; FF"! happineſs, the genius, character, and habits of the people, 
Soum re highly commercial; their cities have been formed and exiſt 
petſo ron commerce; our a riculture, fiſheries, arts, and manufac- 


ures, are connected with and dependant upon it. In ſhort, 


[0s 
9 Fl ommerce has made this country what it is, and it cannot be de- 
Im bu oyed or neglected, without involving the people in poverty 


as ound diſtreſs. Great numbers are directly and ſolely ſupported by 

wigation. The faith of ſociety is ledged for the preſervation 
df the rights of commercial and E no leſs than for thoſe 
ff the other citizens. Under this view of our affairs, I ſhould 
nes uod myſelf guilty of a negle& of duty, if I forbore to recom- 


oth a nend that we ſhould make every exertion to protect our com- 
r jo erce, and to place our country in a ſuitable poſture of defence, 
ember. the only ſure means of preſerving both. 

oth | have entertained an expectation that it would have been in 


my power, at the —_—_— of this ſeſſion, to have communicated 
9 you the agreeable information of the due execution of our 


com. 
Inte reaty with his Catholic Majeſty, reſpecting the withdrawing of 
uch u troops from our territory, and the demarkation of the line of 


imits. But by the lateſt authentic intelligence, Spaniſh garri- 
ons were ſtill continued within our country, and the running of 


manſ 

n ſuch de boundary limited not been commenced. Theſe circumſtances 
r e the more to be regretted, as they cannot fail to affect the 
non ladians in a manner injurious to the United States. Still, how - 


ever, indulging the hope, that the anſwers which have been 
G Y 2 given 
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given will remove the objections offered by the Spaniſh officers u Nope 
the immediate execution of the treaty, I have judged it proper MW: 
that we ſhould continue in readineſs to receive the poſts, and u th 


run the line of limits, gent. 
Further information on this ſubject will be communicated in Wa: 
the courſe of the ſeſſion. | elti 
In connexion with the unpleaſant ſtate of things on our wel. th: 
ern frontier, it is proper for me to mention the attempts of fo Th 


reign agents to alienate the affections of the Indian nations, ru 
to excite them to actual hoſtilities * the United States, ena 
Great activity has been exerted by thoſe perſons, who have in- ve! 
ſinuated themſelves N the Indian tribes reſiding within een 
territory of the United States, to influence them to, transfer te 
their affections and force to a foreign nation; to form them into reef 
a conſederacy, and to prepare them for war againſt the United Th 
( 5-1-4 5 7 | 

Although meaſures have been taken to counteract theſe in- arc 

fractions of our rights, to prevent Indian hoſtilities, and ue t: 
| preſerve entire their attachment to the United States, it is Mage 

duty to obſerve, that to give better effect to theſe meaſures, and | 

to obviate the conſequences of a repetition of ſuch pradices, io 

law providing. adequate puniſhment for ſuch offences may be ne- len 
ceſſary. 5 ; 

The commiſſioners appointed under the fifth article of the tich 
Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between the r i 
United States and Great Britain, to aſcertain the river which Th 
was truly intended under the name of the River St. Croix, men- Wi: F 
tioned in the treaty of peace, met at Palzamaquody Bay in Oe- alior 
tober 1796, and viewed the mouths of the rivers in queſtion, and Lim 
the adjacent ſhores and iſlands; and, being of opinion that ac- WWF *! 


tual ſurveys of both rivers to their ſources were neceſſary, g nſu 
to the agents of the two nations inſtructions for that purpoſe, Meat 
and adjourned to meet at Boſton in Auguſt, They met; but the ies, 


ſurveyors requiring more time than had been ſuppoſed, and nat arti 
being then, completed, the commiſſioners again adjourned, to W's 
; meet at Providence in the ſtate of Rhode Iſland in June next, or 
| when we may expect a final examination and deciſion, el 
l The commiſſioners N in purſuance of the ſixth article Tl 
; of the treaty, met. at Philadelphia in May laſt, to examine the ner 
; claims of Britiſh ſubjects for debts contracted before the peact, d 

and ſtill remaining due to them from citizens or inhabitants al not 
l the United States. Various cauſes have hitherto prevented by dme 
i determination ; but the buſineſs is now-reſumed, and doub 


3 will be proſecuted without interruption. 10 
| Several decifions an the claims of citizens of the United e 
| States for loſſes and damages ſuſtained by reaſon of irregulat a-l 


M and illegal captures, or condemnations of their veſſels or oth! 
| | N proper!) 
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operty, have been made by the commiſſioners in London, con- 


rst 
a ;mably to the ſeventh article of the treaty. The ſums awarded 
du the commiſſioners have been paid by the Britiſh govern- 


gent. A conſiderable number of other claims, where colts aud 

amages, and not captured property, were the only objects in 

ellion, have been decided by arbitration, and the ſums awarded 

the citizens of the United States have alſo been paid. 

The commiſſioners appointed agreeably to the 21ſt article af 
r treaty with Spain met at Philadelphia, in the ſummer paſt, 

examine and decide on the claims of our citizens for loſſes they 

ve ſuſtained, in conſequence of their veſſels and cargoes having 
cn taken by the ſubjects of his Catholic Majeſty, during the 
te war between Spain and France, Their letters have been in- 
rcepted, but now are returned. 

The United States being obligated to make compenſation for 
e latter, and damages ſuſtained by Britiſh ſubjects, upon the 
rard of the commiſſioners acting under the ſixth article of 
e treaty with Great Britain, and for the loſſes ſuſtained and da- 


ages incurred by Britiſh ſubjects, by reaſon of the capture of 
and WWWecir veſſels and merchandiſe, taken within the limits and juriſ- 
es, ion of the United States, and brought into their ports, or 
> ne- len by veſſels originally armed in ports of the United States, 


pon the awards of the commiſſioners acting under the ſeventh 
iicle of the ſame treaty ; it is neceſſary that proviſion be made 
or fulfilling theſe obligations. 5 


hich The numerous captures of American veſſels by the cruiſers of 
nen- e French republic, and of ſome by thoſe of Spain, have oc- 
Oc- ned conſiderable expenſes in making and ſupporting the 

laims of our citizens betore their tribunals. The 2 required 


r the purpoſe have, in divers inſtances, been diſburſed by the 
nſuls of the United States. By means of the ſame captures, 
eat numbers of our ſeamen have been aſhore in foreign coun- 
ies, deſtitute of all means of ſubſiſtence; and the fick, in 
articular, have been expoſed to grievous ſufferings. The con- 
is have, in theſe caſes, alſo advanced monies 2 their relief. 


or theſe advances they reaſonably expect reimburſements from 
e United States, {4 


ticle The conſular act relative to ſeamen requires reviſion and 
> the nendinent: the proviſions for their ſupport in foreign countries, 
AC, d for their return, are found to be inadequate and ineffeQual, 
s of nother proviſion ſeems neceſſary to be added to the conſular act: 
by. me foreign veſſels have been diſcovered failing under the flag of 
| e United States, and with foreign papers. It ſeldom hap- 


ns that the conſuls can dete& this deception, . becauſe they 
we no authority to demand an inſpection of the regiſter and 


a-letters, 
4 45 Gentlemen 


- circumſtances call, with a peculiar importunity, not leſs for 


| meſſage to both Houſes of Congreſs, have been examined % 
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Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 


It is my duty to recommend to your ſerious conſideration the! 
objects which, by the conſtitution, are placed particularly within 
your fphere—the national debt and taxes. TP 

Since the decay of the feudal ſyſtem, by which the public & 
fence was provided for, chiefly at the expenſe of individual 
the ſyſtem of loans has been introduced; and as no nation en 
raiſe within the year, by taxes, ſufficient ſums for its defence, a 
military operation in time of war, the fum loaned and debt co 
tracted have neceſſarily become the ſubject of what have. ben 
called the funding ſyſtems. | Bl 

The conſequences ariſing from the continual accumulation 
public debts in other countries, ought to admonith us to be e: 
ro prevent their growth in our own. The national defence mul 
be provided for, as well as the ſupport of government; but bat 
mould be accompliſhed as much as poſſible by immediate taxes 
and as little as poſſible by loans. gs \ 

The eſtimates for the ſervice of the enſuing year will, by : 
direction, be laid before you. | | 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 


We are met together at a moſt intereſting period. The ſits 
tion of the principal powers of Europe is ſingular and porte 
tous. Connected with ſome by treaties, and with all by con 
merce, no important event there can be indifferent to us. Sud 


diſpolition to unite in all thoſe meaſures on which the bono 
fafety, and proſperity of our country depend, than for all th 
exertions of wiſdom and firmneſs, | * 
In all fuch meaſures you may rely on my zealous and he 
concurrence. | 


Joun ADpams. 


— 


8 


Meſſage from the Preſident of the United States to the Hauſe 
Repreſentatives, on the 19th March. BS 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, | 


THE diſpatches from the envoys extraordinary of the Unite 
States to the French republic, which were mentioned in lf 


maturely conſidered. | | 
While I feel a ſatisfaQtion in informing you, that their es 


tions for the adjuſtment of the differences between the two 1 
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ons have been ſincere and unremitted, it is incumbent on me ta 
clare, that I perceive no ground of —— that the ob- 
ds of their miſſion can be accompliſhed on terms compatible 
abc wwe ſafety, honour, or the eſſential intereſts of the na- 


on. 
The reſult cannot, with juſtice, be attributed to any want 
lic i moderation on the part of this government, or to any indif- 
ſition to forego ſecondary intereſts for the preſervation of 
mM cu de. Knowing it to be my duty, and believing it to be your 
iſh, as well as that of the great body of the people, to avoid, 
t chf an reaſonable conceſſions, any participation in the conien- 
ons of Europe, the powers veſted in our envoys were com- 
xnſurate with a liberal and paciſic policy, and that high confi- 
nce which might juſtly be repoſed in the abilities, patriotiſm, 
d integrity of the characters to whom the negotiation was com- 
eng ed. After a careful review of the whole ſubject, with the 
dof all the information I have received, I can diſcern nothing - 
hich could have inſured or contributed to ſucceſs, that has been 
ited on my part, and nothing further which can be attempted, 
pſiſtently with maxims for which our country has contended, at 
ery hazard, and which conſtitute the baſis of our national ſo- 
ceighty, | | | 
Under theſe circumſtances, I cannot forbear to reiterate the 
commendations which have been formerly made, and to ex- 
nt you to adopt with promptitude, deciſion, and unanimity, 
con meaſures as the ample reſources of the country afford, for 
J e protection of our ſea-faring and commercial citizens; for 
_* defence of any expoſed portions of our territory; for” re- 
eniſhing our arſenals, eſtabliſhing founderies and military 
anufaftures ; and to provide ſuch efficient revenue as will be 
ceſſary to defray extraorainary expenſes, and ſupply the deti - 
encies which may be occaſioned by depredations on our com- 
erce. | 
The preſent ſtate of things is ſo eſſentially different from that 
which inſtructions were given to collectors to reſtrain veſſels f 
— e United States from ſailing in an armed condition, that the 
nciple on which thoſe orders were iſſued, has ceaſed to exiſt. 
therefore deem it proper to inform Congreſs, that I no longer 
nceive myſelf juſtifiable in continuing them, unleſs in parti- 
lar caſes, where there may be reaſonable ground of ſuſpi- 
that ſuch veſſels are intended to'be employed contrary to 


*. 
Un ln all your proceedings it will be important to manifeſt a zeal, 

your, and concert, in defence of the national rights, pro- 
uoned to the danger with which they are threatened. 


| | Joux ApaMs, 
Ir ext" Bl United States, 19th March 1798. | 
* Meſſage 


| Miſſage of the Prefident of the United States 10 beth Heuſe 


2 trom the envoys extraordinary of the United States to i 


Inſiructions to Charles C. otefworth Pinckney, Fohn Mar /hal, 


| acknowledgment of the independence of thefe "ſtates. It 


* baſis of liberty; that liberty in which the people of the Unit 
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Congreſs, April 3, 1798. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, a 


IN compliance with the requeſt of the Houſe of Repreſet 
tives, exprefſed in their reſolution of the ſecond of f 
month, I tranſmit to both Houſes thoſe inſtrudious to and d 


rench republic, which were mentioned in my meſſage of 
roth of March laſt, omitting only ſome names, and a few 
preſſions deſcriptive of the perſons, 

I requeſt that they may be conſidered in confidence, untilt 
members of Congreſs are fully poſſeſſed of their contents, 
fhall have had opportunity to deliberate on the conſequences 
their publication; after which time I fubmit them to your wik 
dom. . Bf *% 
| Jonx Abus. 
United States, April za, 1798. we ar 


i. * 


Elbridge Gerry, Envoys Extraordinary and Miniſters Pla 


potentiary to the French Republic, referred to in the Meſſap ſp! 
the Preſident of the United States, of the 3d April. ea 
Gentlemen, Department of State, Fuly 15, 179} 1 

IT is known to you, that the people of the United Stat 
of America entertained a warm and fincere affection for in. 
people of France, ever ſince their arms were united in ati 


war with Great Britain, which ended in the full and form 


known to you that this affection was ardent, when the F 
determined to reform their government and eftablifh- it on! 


States were born, and which, in the concluſion of the 
above mentioned, was finally and firmly ſecured. It is End 
to you, that this affection roſe to enthuſiaſm, when the | ea 
was kindled between France and the powers of Europe, will 
were combined againſt her for the avowed purpoſe of reſto 
the monarchy ; and every where vows were heard for the f 
ceſs of the French arms, Yet, during this period, France n 
preſſed no wiſh that the United States ſhould depart from it 
neutrality, And while no duty required us to enter into 
war, and our beſt intereſts urged us to remain at peace, 


government determined to take a neutral ſtation ; which le ar; 


taken, the duties of an impartial neutrality became * * 


„ 1 


inding» Hence the government early proelaimed to our citizens 
he nature of thoſe duties, and the conſequences of their violation. 
The miniſter of France, Mr. Genet, who arrived about this 
ime, by his public declaration, confirmed the idea, that France 
lid not deſire us to quit the ground we had taken. His meaſures, 
owever, were — to deſtroy our neutrality, and to draw us 
ito the war. 5 | | . 
The principles of the proclamation of neutrality, founded on 
he law of nations, which is the law of the land, were afterwards 
xcogniſed by the national legiſlature, and the obſervance of them 
nforced by ſpeeific penalties, in the act of Congreſs, paſſed the 
th of June 1794. By theſe principles and laws, the acts of the 
xecutive, and the deciſions of the courts of the United States, 
ere regulated, | | 
A government thus fair and upright in its principles, and juſt 
nd impartial in its conduct, might have confidently hoped to be 
cure againſt formal official cenſure : but the United States have 
ot been ſo fortunate, The acts of their government, in its 
arious branches, though pure in principle and impartial in 
peration, and conformable to their indiſpenſable rights of ſove- 
ignty, have been aſſigned as the cauſe of the offenſive and in- 
rious meaſures of the French republic. For proofs of the for- 
er all the acts of the government may be vouched; while the 
ſperſions ſo freely uttered by the French miniſters, the refuſal to 
ear the. miniſter of the United States, ſpecially charged to enter 
n amicable diſcuſſions on all the topics of complaint, the decrees 


179 { the Executive Directory and of their agents, the depredations 
| Stat n our commerce, and the violence againſt the perſons of our 
for t Itizens, are evidences of the latter. "Theſe injuries and depre- 
10 ons will conſtitute an important ſubject of your diſcuſſions 
form. ith the government of the French republic ; and for all theſe 
* rongs you will ſeek redreſs. N 


In reſpe& to the depredations on our commerce, the principal 


og jets will be, to agree to an equitable' mode of —_— 
Unit ad deciding the claims of our citizens, and the manner an 

he riods of making them. compenſation. As to the firſt, [the 
1 renth article of the Britiſh, and the twenty-firſt of the Spaniſh 

© IF"), preſent approved precedents to be adopted with Frahce. 
way he propoſal made of adjuſting thoſe claims by commiſſioners 
* ppointed on each ſide, is ſo perfectly fair, we cannot imagine it will 
he f refuſed, But when the claims are adjuſted, if payment in ſpecie 


annot be obtained, it may be found neceſſary to agree, in behalf 
four citizens, that they ſhall accept public ſecurities payable 
th intereſt at ſuch periods as the ſtate of the French finances 
all render practicable. Theſe periods you will endeavgur, as 
ar as poſſible, to ſhorten. 


Not only the recent depredations under colour of the decrees of 
Vor. VII. . the 


of the caſes, ſmall payments towards indemnifications have bee 


( 10 ) 
the Directory, of the 2d of July 1796, and the ad of Marg 


170%, or under the decrees of their agents, or the illegal ſen. 
tences of their tribunals, but all prior ones, not already fatisfxe. 
torily adjuſted, ſhould be put-in this equitable train of ſettlement, 
To cancel many, or all of the laſt-mentioned claims, might he 
the effect of the decree of the Executive Directory of the 2d d 
March laſt, concerning the decree of the gth of May 1793: bu 
this being an ex pr? facto regulation, as well as a violation of the 
treaty between the United States and, France, cannot be obligat 
on the former. Indeed, the greater part, probably nearly all te 
captures and confiſcations in queſtion, have been committed in 
dire& violation of that treaty, or of the law of nations, Bu 
the injuries ariſing from the capture of enemies property ig 
veſſels of the United States may not be very extenſive ; and if fa 
ſuch captured property the French government will, agreeably u 
the law of nations, pay the freight and reaſonable demurtage, u 
ſhall not on this account any farther contend. But of ſhip timber 
and naval ſtores taken and confiſcated by the French, they ought 
to pay the full value; becauſe our citizens continued their traffe 
in thoſe articles under the faith of the treaty with France. Ou 
theſe two points we ought to expect that the French government 
will not refuſe to do juſtice: and the more becauſe it has not, at 
any period of the war, expreſſed its deſire that the commercul 
treaty ſhould in this reſpect be altered. 4 
"Beſides the claims of our citizens for depredations on their p 
perty, there are many ariſing from expreſs contracts made will 
the French government, or its agents, or founded on the ſeizun 
of their property in French ports. Other claims have ariſe 
from the long detention of a multitude of our veſſels in the port 
of France. The wrong hereby done to our citizens was acknov 
ledged by the French goyernment, and in ſome, perhaps in mol 


made: the reſidue ſtill remains to be claimed. 
All theſe juſt demands of our citizens will merit your attentiot 
The beſt poſſible means of compenſation muſt be attempted 
Theſe will depend on what you ſhall diſcover to be practicable i 
relation to the French'finances. But an exception muſt be matt 
in reſpect to debts due to our citizens by the contracts of tit 
French government and its agents, if they are comprehended it 
any ſtipulation; and an option reſerved to them, jointly or ind 
vidually, either to accept the means of payment which you ſhall 
ſtipulate, or reſort to the French government directly for the fu 
filment of its contracts,  _ | 

Although the reparation for loſſes ſuſtained by the citizens 
the United States, in conſequence of irregular or illegal captuw® 
or condemnations, or forcible ſeizures or detentions, is of ve, 
high importance, and is to be impreſſed with the greateſt * 


( nr ) 


neſs; yet it is not to be inſiſted on as an indiſpenſable condition of 
the propoſed treaty. You are not, however, to renounce thefe 
claims of our citizens, nor to ſtipulate that they be afſumed by 
the United States as a loan to the French government. 

In reſpect to the alterations of the commercial treaty with 
France, in the two caſes which have been principal ſubjects of 
omplaint on her part, viz. enemies property in neutral ſhips, 
and the articles contraband of war ; although France can have no 
ight to claim the annulling of ſtipulations at the moment when 
dy both parties they were * intended to operate; yet if 
he French government preſs for alterations, the Preſident has no 
lifficulty in ſubſtituting the principles of the Jaw of nations, as 
ated in the 17th and 18th articles of our commercial treaty with 
reat Britain, to thoſe of the 23d and 24th articles of our cqm- 
ercial treaty : and in reſpe to proviſions, and other articles not 
aſually deemed contraband, you are to agree only on a temporary 
ompromiſe, like that -in the 18th article of the Britiſh treaty, 
nd of the ſame duration. If, however, in order to ſatisfy France, 
ow ſhe is at war, we change the two important articles before 
entioned, then the 14th article of the French treaty, which ſub- 
as the property of the neutral nation found on board enemies 
| pe to capture and condemnation, muſt of courſe be aboliſhed. 

e have witneſſed ſo many erroneous conſtructions of the 
eaty with France, even in its plaineſt parts, it will be neceſſary 
dexamine every article critically, for the purpoſe of preventing, 

far as human wiſdom can prevent, all future miſinterpretations. 
Ihe kind of documents neceſſary for the protection of the neutral 
eſſels ſhould be enumerated, —— deſcribed ; the caſes in 
hich a ſea-letter ſhould be required may be ſpecified ; the want 
f a ſea-letter ſhould not of itſelf be. a cauſe of confiſcation, ' 
here other reaſonable proof of property is produced; and where 
ch proof is furniſhed, the want of a ſea- letter ſhould go no fur- 
r than to ſave the captor from damages for detaining and bring- 
g in the neutral veſſel, The proportions of the veſſel's crew 
ich may be foreigners, ſhould be agreed on. Perhaps it wili be 
Apedient to introduce divers other regulations confornably to the 
arine laws of France. Whenever theſe are to operate on the 
ommerce of the United States, our fafety requires, that, as far 
poſſible, they be fixed by treaty. And it will be deſirable to 
pulate againſt any ex pot facto laws or regulation, under any 
etence whatever. | | | | 
Great Britain has often claimed a right, and praQiſed upon it, 
prohibit neutral nations carrying on a commerce with. her ene- 
lies which had not been allowed in time of peace. On this 
ad it will be deſirable to come to an explicit underſtancing with 
wen, and, if poſſible, io obviate the claim by an expreſs ſti- 


2 2 Such 


\ 
NY 


ol neutrals, and eſpecially on the United States, by the'citizens dl 


' Ing to the known rule of the law of nations. And it may beets 


nothing to our ſecurity, while, on the contrary, our guaranteed 


was natural that France ſhould turn her eye to the mutual guar 
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Such extreme depredations have been committed on thecommerce 


France, under pretence that her enemies (particularly Great Britain) 
have done the ſame things, it will be deſirable to have it explicity 
ſtipulated, that the conduct of an enemy towards a neutral power 
ſhall not authorize or excuſe the other belligerent power in aty 
departure from the law of nations, or the ſtipulations of thy 
treaty ; eſpecially that the veſſels of the neutral nation ſhall nee 
be captured or detained, or their property confiſcated or injured 
becauſe bound to or from an enemy's port, except the caſe of x 
blockaded port, the entering into which may be prevented acconk 


pedient to define a blockaded place or port to be one actualh in 
veſted by land or naval forces, or both ; and that no declarationd 
a blockade ſhall have any effect without ſuch actual inveſtment 
And no commercial right whatever ſhall. be abandoned whichis 
ſecured to, neutral powers by the European law of nations. 

The foregoing articles being thoſe which the French govers 
ment has made the oſtenſible grounds of its principal complaint 
they have naturally been firſt brought to view. But the propold 
alterations and arrangements ſuggeſt the propriety of reyiſing il 
our treaties with France. In ſuch reviſion, the firſt obje& th 
will attract your attention is, the reciprocal guarantee in the 11t 
article of the treaty of alliance. The guarantee we are perfedy 
willing to renounce. The guarantee by France of the liberty 
ſovereignty, and independence of the United States, will att 


the poſſeſſions of France in America will perpetually expoſe uy 
the riſk and expenſe of war, or to diſputes and queſtions concerts 
ing our national faith, ; 
When Mr. Genet was ſent as the miniſter of the French 
public to the United States, its ſituation was embarraſſed, and ih 
ſucceſs of its meaſures problematical. In ſuch circumſtances 


tee; and accordingly it was required, in Mr. Genet's inſtruftiony 
to be * an eſſential clauſe in the new treaty,” which he was 
propoſe ; and on the ground, that * it nearly concerned the peat 
and proſperity of the French nation, that a people, whoſe 9. 
ſources increaſe beyond all, calculation, and whom nature bl 
Placed ſo near their rich colonies, ſhould become intereſted by that 
own engagements in the preſervation of thoſe iſlands.” But a 
this time, France, powerful by her victories, and ſecure in 
triumphs, may leſs regard the reciprocal guarantee with the Unis 
States, and be willing to relinquiſh it. As a ſubſtitute for the w 
ciprocal guarantee, may be propoſed a mutual renunciation of 
ſame territories and poſſeſſions that were ſubjects of the guarant® 
and renunciation in the 6th and 11th articles of the treaty of 
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de. Such a renunciation on our part, would obviafe the reafori 
;ened in the inſtruction to Mr. Genet before cited, of future 
nger from the rapidly growing power of the United States. 


aim at ſome modification of it. 

The exiſling engagement is of that kind, which, by writers on 
e law of nations, is called a general guarantee; of courſe 
us ferderis can never except in a defenſive war. The nature of 
is obligation is undefſtood to be, that, when a war really and 
ly defenſive exiſts, the engaging nation is bound to furniſh an 
FeQual and adequate defence in co-operation with the pawer at- 


x ct cked: whence it follows, that the nation may be required, in 
ly its e circumſtances, to bring forward its whole force, The 
on of ture and extent of the ſuccours demandable not being aſcer- 
nent ned, engagements of this kind are dangerous on account of 


eir uncertainty : there is always hazard of doing too much or 
> little, and of courſe of being involved in involuntary rupture. 
Specific ſuccours have the advantage of certainty, and are leſs 
ble to occaſion war. On the other hand, a general guarantee 
lows a latitude for the exerciſe of judgment and diſcretion. 

On the part of the United States, inſtead of troops or ſhips of 
ar, it will be convenient to ſtipulate for 4 moderate ſum of 
oney or quantity of proviſions, at the option of France: the 
oviſions to be delivered at our own ports, in any future defenſive 
rs. The ſum of money, or its value in proviſions, ought not 
exceed two hundred thouſand dollars a year, during any ſuch 
rs. The reciprocal ſtipulation on the part of France may be 
furniſh annually the like ſum of money, or an equivalent in 
llitary ſtores and clothing for troops, at the option of the United 
ates, to be delivered in the ports of France. | 
Particular caution, however, muſt be uſed, in diſcuſſing this 
dject, not to admit any claims on the ground of the guarantee 
relation to the exiſting war; as we do not allow that the caſus 
deris applies to it. And if the war ſhould continue after your 
mal in France, and the queſtion of the guarantee ſhould not 
mentioned on her part, you may yourſelves be ſilent on the 
die, if you deem it moſt prudent, Aha 
It will be proper here to notice ſuch articles of the treaty of 
ity and commerce between the United States and France, as 
e deen differently conſtrued by the two governments, or which 


Jut may be expedient to amend or explain. 
n het Article 2. The aſſent of the United States, in their treaty with 
[nic e Bricain, to the doctrine of the law of nations reſpecting 
he 16 emies property in neutral ſhips, and ſhip timber and naval ſtores, 


|, in ſome caſes, proviſions, as contraband of war, the French 
verament has choſen to conſider as a voluntary grant of favours, 
relpet to commerce and navigation, to Great Britain, and 

that 


tif France inſiſts on the mutual guarantee, it will be neceſſary _ _ 


n 


that conſequently the ſame favours have become common 

France. This. conſtruction is ſo foreign from our ideas of 
meaning and deſign of this article, it ſhows the neceſſity of 
viewing all the articles, and, however clear they may appesr, 
attempting to obviate future miſconſtruQions by declaratory « 
planations, or a change of terms, $5 

Article 5 France has repeatedly contended, that the impoſii 
of 50 per cent. per ton on French veſſels arriving in the Un 
States, is contrary to the 5th article of the treaty. The argum 
in ſupport of this pretenſion is unknown ; but it js preſumed 
be _untounded, The reciprocal right of laying * duties or i 
poſts of what nature ſoever,“ equal to thoſe impoſed on the 
favoured nations, and without any other reſtrictions, ſeems to 

clearly ſettled by the 2d and 4th articles. The th article appe 
to have been intended merely to define and qualify the rights 
American veſſels in France. It is however deſirable that the queſii 
de underſtood, and all doubts concerning it removed. But thei 
troduction of a princigle of diſcrimination between the veſſel 
different foreign nations, and in derogation of the powers of Ct 
greſs to raiſe revenue by uniform duties on any objects hate 
cannot be hazarded. The naturalization of French veſſels will 
courſe he conſidered as inadmiſſible. 057143 645 444 

Article 8. The ſtipulation of doing us good offices, to ſec 
peace to the United States with the Barbary powers, has f 
yet procured us any advantage. If, therefore, the French g 
vernment lays any ſtreſs on this ſtipulation, as authorizing acla 
for ſome other engagements from us in favour of France, it n 
be abandoned; and eſpecially if its abrogation can be applied: 
ſet-off againſt ſome exiſting French claim. * 

Article 14. If the alterations already propoſed are made in 
23d and 24th articles, then the 14th article, as before obſerve 
muſt be aboliſhed. | BEE 

Article 17. The conſtruction put on this article by the gover 
ment of the. United States is conceived to be reaſonable and 
and is therefore to be inſiſted on. The tribunals of the reſpedl 
countries will conſequently be juſtified in taking cogniſance of 
captures made within their reſpective juriſdictions, or by ilk 
privateers; and thofe of one country will be deemed illegal vt 
are fitted out in the country of the other remaining neutral: & 
ing, to permit ſuch arming would violate the neutral duties oft 
latter. | . 

It will be expedient to fix explicitly the reception to be given 
public ſhips of war of all nations. The French miniſters 
demanded, that the public ſhips of the enemies of Erance, wi 
at any time, and in any part of the world, had made prize af 
French veſſel, ſhould be excluded from the ports of the Unit 
States, and although they brought in no prize with them. 


op 


( 15 ) | 


poſition to this demand, we have contended that they were to 
excluded only when they came in with French prizes. And 
e kind of —_— to be afforded, in all other circumſtances, is 
ſcribed in Mr. Jefferſon's letter to Mr. Hammond, dated the 
þ of September 1793, in the following words: “ Thus, then, 
public ſhips of war of both nations (Engliſh and French) 
joy a perfect equality in our ports; 1ſt, in cafes of urgent ne- 
fity ; 2d, in caſes of comfort and convenience ; and 3d, in the 
ne they chooſe to continue.” And ſuch ſhelter and atcommo- 
tion are due to the public ſhips of all nations, on the principle ef 
ſpitality among friendly nations. | 
It will alſo be expedient explicitly to declare, that the right of 
um ſtipulated for the armed veſſels of France and their prizes 
res no right to make ſale of thoſe prizes. | 
But when prize ſhips are ſo diſabled as to be incapable of put- 
g to ſea again until refitted, and when they are utterly diſabled, 
ne proviſion is neceſſary relative to their cargoes. Both caſcs 
urred laſt year. The government permitted, though with he- 
ation and caution, the cargoes to be unloaded, one of the vel- 
Is to be repaired, and part of the prize goods ſold, to pay for the 
pairs; and the cargo of the veſſel that was found unfit ever to 
to ſea again was allowed 'to be exported as prize goods even 
neutral bottoms. The doubts on theſe occaſions aroſe from 
24th article of the Britiſh treaty, forbidding the ſale of the 
Izes of privateers, or the exchanging of the ſame in any man- 
r whatever, But as French prizes were entitled to an aſylum 
our ports, it was conceived to be a reafonable conſtruction 
it to allow of ſuch proceedings as thoſe above mentioned, to 
rent the total loſs of veſſels and cargoes. The 25th article of 
Britiſh treaty demands attention; and it is therein ſtipulated, 
t no future treaty ſhall be made that ſhall be inconſiſtent with 
u or the 24th article. Another doubt aroſe, whether the Bri- 
treaty did not, in good faith, require the prohibition of the 
of prizes made by the national ſhips of — as well as 
thoſe made by her privateers; eſpecially ſeeing our treaty with 
nce gave her no right to ſell any prizes Whatever; but upon 
Whole it was conceived, that the United States, having before 
ed the ſale of ſuch prizes, and the prohibitions in the 24th 
cle of the treary being diſtinctly pointed againſt the ſale of the 
zes of privateers, it was thought proper to permit the former 
given dice to continue, until the Executive ſhould make and publiſh 
ers ba rohib'tion of the ſale of all prizes, or that Congreſs ſhould paſs 
„ ho "oiditory law. [2-4 | 
ze of \icle 22. If, in new-modelling the treaty with France, the 
Ua prohibition of the ſale of prizes in the ports of the party 
m. ang neutral ſhould not be agreed on, at leaſt the right of 
poli" power to make at its pleaſure ſuch prohibition, whether 
2 they 


( 196 ) | 


they are prizes of national ſhips or privateers, ſhould be acknd 
ledged for the reaſon more than once ſuggeſted—to prevent 
repetition of claims upon unfounded conſtructions ; ſuch as un 
the preſent article, that a prohibition to an enemy of either pa 
is a grant to the other of the thing forbidden. 
Articles 23 and 24. Theſe have been already conſidered, 
the alterations propoſed have been mentioned, | 
There have been ſo many unjuſt cauſes and pretences aſſg 
for capturing and confiſcating American veſſels, it may perk 
be impoſlible to guard againſt a repetition of them ih any tr 
which can be deviſed. To ſtate the cauſes and pretences t 
have been already advanced by the government of Franct, i 
agents and tribunals, as the grounds of the capture and condem 
tion of American veſſels and cargoes, would doubtleſs give pi 
to any ingenuous mind who ſhould be employed on the pan 
France to negotiate another treaty, or a modification of the tre 
ties which exiſt. It is not deſired, therefore, to go farther | 
detail on theſe matters, than ſhall be neceſſary to guard by expli 
* againſt future mĩiſconſt rut ions, and the miſchiets 
will naturally produce. | we. 
Under pretence that certain ports were ſurrendered to the 
liſh by the treachery of the French and Dutch inhabitants, Vis 
+ Hugues and Lebas, the ſpecial agents of the Executive Diredt 
at Guadaloupe, have declared, that all neutral veſſels bound 
or from ſuch ports ſhall be good prize. h 
Under the pretence that. the Britiſh were taking all neutral 
ſels bound to or from French ports, the French agents at St. | 
mingo (Santhonax and others) decreed, that all American ve 
bound to or from Engliſh ports ſhould be captured; and 
have ſince declared ſuch captured veſſels to be good prize. 
French conſuls in Spain have, on the ſame ground, conden 
a number of American veſſels, merely becauſe they were deft 
to or coming from an Engliſh port. | | 
Under the pretence that the ſea- letters, or paſſports, preſ 
by the commercial treaty for the mutual advantage of the b 
chants and navigators of the two nations, to ſave their vel 
from detention and ,other vexations, when met with at ca, 
preſenting ſo clear a proof of the property, are an indiſpen 
decument to be found on board, the French confiſcate vellels 
titute of them, even when they acknowledge the property u 
American. | 
Becauſe horſes and their military furniture, when deſtined 
| any enemy's ports, are by the 24th article of the comme 
5 treaty declared contraband, and as ſuch by themſelves only l 
s | -_ to confiſcation, Hugues and Lebas decreed all neutral veſſels 
1 ing horſes or any other contraband goods on board ſhould be 
prize; and they accordingly condemned veſſels and cargoes 


/ 
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The ancient ordinances of the French monarchs required a 
riety of papers to be on board neutral veſſels, the want of an 
e of which is made a cauſe of condemnation ; although the 25t 
ticle of the commercial treaty mentions what certificates ſhall 
ccompany the merchant veſſels and cargoes of each party, and 
hich, by every reaſonable conſtruction, ought to give them pro- 
ction. 


[t will therefore be adviſable to guard againft abuſes by de- 


event 
AS Un 


aſſg 

perk ending to particulars, to deſcribe the ſhip's papers which ſhall 
y tre required, and to declare, that the want of any other ſhall not 
ces | a cauſe for confiſcation : to fix the mode of manning veſſels 


s to the officers, and the proportion of the crews who ſhall be 


nc, 1 

idem ktizens ; endeavouring to provide, in reſpe& to American veſ- 
iVe n ls, that more than one third may be foreigners. This proviſion 
part ill be important to the ſouthern ſtates, which have but few na- 
the in ve ſeamen, 


The marine ordinances of France will ſhow what regulations 
enen been required to be obſerved by allies, as well as neutral 
owers in general, to aſcertain and ſecure the property of neu- 
als, Some of theſe regulations may be highly proper to be 
jopted, while others may be inconvenient and burdenſome. Your 
\ Vid im will be to render the documents and formalities as few and 
f {inple as will conſiſt with a fair and regular commerce. 
ound Articles 25 and 27. Theſe two articles ſhould be rendered 
onformable to each other. The 27th ſays, that, after the exhi- 
tion of the paſſport, the veſſel ſhall be allowed to paſs without 
St. N oleſtation or ſearch, without giving her chaſe, or forcing her 
in vel d quit her intended courſe; - The 25th requires, that, beſides the 
allport, veſſels ſhall be furniſhed with certain certificates, which 
f courſe muſt alſo be exhibited. It will be expedient to add, 
at if, in the face of ſuch evidence, the armed veſſel will carry 
other into port, and the papers are found conformable to 
eaty, the captors ſhall be condemned in all the charges, damages, 
hd intereſts thereof, which they ſhall have cavſed. - A proviſion 
this nature is made in the 11th article of our treaty with the 
jr vel nited Netherlands. 
ea Article 28, The prohibited goods here mentioned have no 


ſpen lation to contraband, but merely to ſuch as by the laws of the 
ſſels duntry are forbidden to be exported. Yet, in the Caſe of ex- 
t 1 Ning horſes from Virginia, which no law prohibited, in the 

inter of 1796, this article was applied by the French miniſter 
ſtinel e horſes, which by the French treaty are contraband of war. 
nmel Ind a letter from the miniſter to Victor Hugues and Lebas, in- 
ly K ming them that the American government refuſed to prevent 
ſels ch export of horſes by the Britiſh, is made one ground for their 
| be cree above mentioned. : 


6. Vol. VII. 1 | Article 


— — 
— 
— 2 < - — ” — a MN 
LOS — 2 — 2 * = 2 — a — _=y * 
La | EIS Es 6, L : _ 
- — 2 — 7 * — F- 
* — — * * 


= TR 5 — 


2 
—— 


. 


thoſe colonies. 


E 


Article 30. The veſſels of the United States ought to he x 
mitted into France in the ſame manner as the yeſlels of Frag 
are admitted into the ports of the United States. But ſuch «| 
pulation ought not to authorize the admiſſion of veſſels of eite 
party into the ports of the other, into which the admiſſion of 
foreign veſſels ſhall be forbidden by the laws of France and of ti 
United States reſpectively. With this reſtriction, the principle 
of the 14th article of the treaty with Great Britain afford & libe 
and unexceptionable precedent. A reſtriction like that here refend 
to will be found in the firſt paragraph of the third article of t 
Britiſh treaty. | 4 

The commerce to the French colonies in the Eaſt and Wa 
Indies will doubtleſs be more or leſs reſtricted, according tot 
uſage of other European nations. Yet, on account of the diſx 
ranged condition of the French navigation, probably a larger la 
tude of trade with their colonies will be readily permitted fort 
term of years: and perhaps the mutual advantages thence reſultin 
will be found ſo great as to induce afterwards a prolongation d 
that term, to which the courſe or habit of buſineſs may conti 


bute. | 


While between the United States and France there ſhall ſubſi 
a perfect reciprocity in reſpect to commerce, we mult ende 
vour to extend our trade to her colonics to as many articles 
oſſible. Of theſe the moſt important are, proviſions of all kin 
as beef, pork, flour, butter, cheeſe, hſh, grain, . pulſe, live ſt 
and every other article ſerving for food, which is the produced 
the country, horſes, mules, timber, plants, and wood of all kinds 
cabinet ware, and other manufactures of the United States; u 
to obtain in return all the articles of the produce of thoſe'colonis 
without exception ; at leaſt to the value of the cargoes carried! 
There have been different conſtructions of the conſular conve 
tion. The French have contended for the execution of their cats 
ſular deciſions by the marſhal or other officer, of the United State 
and their miniſter of juſtice has formally ſtated, in a report to ti 
miniſter of foreign affairs, that the judicial ſentences of the Aue 
rican conſuls in Francę will be executed by certain officers of ju 
tice in that country. The legal opinion of the law officers of it 
United States, which the government had adopted, oppoſes {ud 
a conſtruction. The French have alſo contended, that deſert 
from French veſſels ought to be apprehended by the judicial ob 
cers of the United States, upon other evidence than the orig 
ſhipping paper, or role d'equipage ; whereas the diſtrict judꝶ 
have inſiſted, that the conſular convention requires the orig 
roll to be produced. This claim was lately revived by the conſs 


general of the French Republic. The correſpondence wy 
| 


66 


caſion will be joined to the other documents which accompany 
eſe inſt ructions. 

The United States cannot conſent to the erecting of foreign 
bunals within their juriſdiction. We conſider the judicial au- 
ority of conſuls, as deſcribed in the conſular convention, to be 


of untary, not compulſory, in the country where they reſide ; and 
nei their deciſions, if nat obeyed by the parties reſpeQively, muſt 
liber enforced by the laws of their proper country: and ſuch a provi- 

F n you will ſee has been made in France, where a penalty of 


oo livres is impoſed on the citizen who refuſes obedience to a 

oſular deciſion in a foreign ſtate. 
The conſular conſtitution will expire in about four yęars; and 

any great difficulties ariſe in the ſeitling the terms of a new one, 

e Liſe at which exiſts muſt take its courſe ; but if the French govern- 
ent ſhould be filent on the ſubject of a conſular convention, 
ence may be obſerved on our part. 

The ports of the United States being frequented by the veſſels 


— cifferent belligerent powers, it became — to regulate 
_ times of their ſailing. The Preſident, therefore, adopted 

hat was underſtood to be the received rule in Europe ; and or- 
ſad, that after the ſailing of a veſſel of one of the belligerent 
end wers, twenty-four hours ſhould elapſe before an armed veſſel 


an enemy of the former ſhould ſet ſail, This rule has not been 
ly reſpected by the armed veſſels of France and Great Britain. 

As the tranquillity of the United States requires that no hoſtile - 
vements be commenced within their juriſdiction, and the inte- 
ts of commerce demand an entire freedom to the departure of 
llels from their ports, it may be expedient expreſsly to recog- 
ſe the above mentioned rule. | 

[t will alſo be expedient to agree on the extent of territorial 
riſdiction on the ſea-coaſt, and in what ſituation bays and ſounds 
ay be ſaid to be land-locked, and within the juriſdiction of the 
ereign of the adjacent country. 

tate On the ſuppoſition, that a treaty will be negotiated to alter and 
end the treaties which now exiſt between France and the United 
ates, the following leading principles, to govern the negotiation, 


f juf ſubjoined: | a 
of tht 1. Conſcious integrity authorizes the government to inſiſt, that 
; (0 blame or cenſure be ditectly or indireAly imputed to the 
ſeen nited States. But, on the other hand, however exceptionable 


the view of our own government, and in the eyes of an im- 
rial world, may have been the conduct of France, yet ſhe may 
unwilling to acknowledge any aggreſſions, and we do not wiſh 
wound her feelings or to excite reſentment. It will, therefore, 
belt to adopt on this point the principle of the Britiſh treaty, 
1 © terminate our differences in ſuch manner, as, without re- 
d-S 2: tering 
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ferring to the merits of our reſpeAive complaints and pretenſion; 
may be the beſt calculated to produce mutual ſatisfaction and go 
underitanding.” | | 

2. That no aid be ſtipulated in favour of France during the pt 
ſent war. 

3. That no engagements be made inconſiſtent with the oblig 
tions of any prior treaty. 

4. That no reſtraint on our lawful commerce with any oth 
nation be admitted, . 

5. That no ſlipulation be made, under colour of which ti 
bunals can be eſtabliſhed within our juriſdiction, or perſonal ph 
vileges claimed by French citizens, incompatable with the con. 
plete ſovereignty and 1 ot of the United States in matte 
of policy, commerce, and government. 

It will be expedient to limit the duration of the treaty to a ten 
of flom ten to twenty years. Such changes in the circumſtance 
of the two parties are likely to happen within either of thoſe pe. 
riods, as to give one or both good reaſon to deſire a change in th 
conditions 4 the treaty. From this limitation may be excep 
ſuch articles as are declaratory of a ſtate of peace, or as are it 
tended to regulate the conduct of the two nations at the com» 
mencement of, or quring a ſtate of war, or which are founded in 
morality and juſtice, and are in their nature of perpetual obligs 
tion. Of this kind may be conſidered the 10th article of th 
treaty with Great Britain ; which therefore may very properly l 
introduced into the treaty with France, : 

Finally, the great object of the government being to do juſtia 
to France and her citizens, if in any thing we have injured them; 
to obtain juſtice for the multiplied injuries they have committed 
againſt us; and to preſerve peace; your ſtyle and manner of p 
ceeding will be ſuch as ſhall moſt directly tend to ſecure thek 
objects. There may be ſuch a change of men and meaſures i 
France as will authorize, perhaps render politic, the uſe of ſtrong 
language, in deſcribing the treatment we have received. On te 
other hand, the French government may be determined to fri 
trate the negotiation, and throw the odium on this country; it 
which caſe, any thing like warmth and harſhneſs would be md 
the pretext. If things remain in their preſent ſituation, the fi 
of repreſentation will unite, as much as poſſible, calm dignit 
with ſimplicity, force of ſentiment with mildneſs of language 


rather than of diſtruſt or confidence. | 
With theſe inſtructions you will receive the following dot 
ments: | | 
1. The printed ſtate papers, containing the correſpondence 
tween the ſecretary of Rate and the French miniſter, Mr. Genet 
2. 


( iu } 
2. The letter dated January 16th, 1797, from the fe | 


tate to General Pinckney, and the documents therein referred 
in which all the known complaints of the French government, 
ce the recall of Mr. Genet, are exhibited and diſcuſſed. 

3. A report from the ſecretary of ſtate ta the Houſe of Repre- 
ntatives, dated the 27th of February 1797, exhibiting the {tate 
American claims which had been preſented to the French go- 
ment (but few of which had been ſatisfied), together with - 
me other information relative to the depredations by the offi- 
rs and people of that nation on the commerce of the United 
ates. 
e c A report made by the ſecretary of ſtate to the Preſident of 
e United States, on the 2 1ſt of June 1797, and by him laid before 
ongreſs on the 22d. 

5. Certain original depoſitions, proteſts, and other papers, re- 
ve to the French ſpoliations on the commerce, and perſonal 
ſults and injuries to the citizens, of the United States. 

» in the 6. The documents laid before the Houſe of Repreſentatives the 
th of May 1797, relative to General Pinckney's miſſion to 
ure ars, and comprehending ſome 1 wy relative to the capture and 


tenſions, 
ind good 


com demnation of American veſſels by the French. 
— 7. The correſpondence with the French conſul- general Le- 
ig mbe. 


TimoTay PICKERING, Secretary of State. 


Credence for Meſſis. Pinckney, Marſhall, and Gerry, Envoys ta 


rances 


Hu ehn Adams, Preſident of the United States of America, to the 
thek Executive Directory of the French Republic. 
ire Citizens Directots, i 


DESIROUS of terminating all differences between the United 
ates of America and the French republic, and of reſtoring that 
armony and good underſtanding, and that commercial and friendly 


: 
* crcourſe, which, from the commencement of their political 
Cie Tn nexion, until lately, have ſo happily ſubſiſted, I have nomi- 
gnitf ated, and by and with the advice and conſent of the Senate of 
var e United States, appointed Charles Coteſworth Pinckney, John 


ſarſhall, and Elbridge Gerry, diſtinguiſhed citizens of theſe 
ates, jointly and ſeverally, envoys extraordinary and miniſters . 
lenipotentiary to the French republic, for the purpoſe of accoms - 
thing the great objects above mentioned: wherefore I pray you, 
Wzens Directors, to give full credence io what they and each 


them ſhall ſay to you in theſe reſpects, in behalf of the United 
; States, 


0 
by 
4 
5 


—— one 


111 
States, and alſo when they ſhall aſſure you of the ſincerity of a 


wiſhes for the welfare of the French republic. 


Given under my hand, and the great feal of the United Staz 
of America, at Philadelphia, the 13th day of July, in tte 
year 1797, and of the independence of theſe States the 
twenty-ſecond. 

Jonx Apans, 
By the Preſident of the United States, 
TimoTay PICKERING, Secretary of State. 


Full Powers to Meſs. Pinckney, Marſhall, and Gerry, Exuy 


to France, 


John Adams, Preſident of the United States of America, to il 


whom theſe Preſents ſhall concern, greeting: 


KNOW ye, That, for the purpoſe of terminating all difer. 
ences between the United States of America and the French 
republic, and of reſtoring and confirming perfect harmony and 
good underſtanding, and re-eſtabliſhing a commercial and friend 


Intercourſe between them, and repoſing eſpecial truſt and conh- 


gence in the integrity, prudence, and abilities of Charles Cotel- 
worth Pinckney, John Marſhall, and Elbridge Gerry, citizens 
of the ſaid United States, I have nominated, and by and with the 
advice and cenfent of the Senate appointed, the ſaid Charles 
Coteſworth Pinckney, John Marſhall, and Elbridge Gerry, jaintl 
and feverally, envoys extraordinary and miniſters plenipotentiaf 
of the United States to the French republic, hereby giving and 


granting to them, and any and each of them, full power and 


authority, and alſo a general and ſpecial command, for and in thc 
name of the United States, to meet and confer with the miniſten 
commiſſioners, or deputies of the French republic, being furniſhes 
with the like full powers, whether ſeparately or jointly, and 
with them-to treat, conſult, and negotiate, of and concerning al 
claims, and all matters and cauſes of difference ſubſiſting between 
the United States and the French republic, for the purpoſe d 


- ſatisfying and terminating the ſame in a juſt and equitable mas- 


ner; and alſo of and concerning the general commerce betweet 
the United States and France, and all other the dominions of the 
French republic; and to conclude and ſign a treaty or treaties 
convention or conventions, touching the premiſes ; tranſmitting 
the ſame to the Preſident of the United States of America for h 
final ratification, by and with the advice and conſent of the de- 
nate of the United States, if ſuch advice and conſent ſhall de 


wen. 
8 | la 


EA. 


In teſtimony whereof, I have cauſed the ſeal of tlie United 
ates to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand at the city of Philadelphia, the 22d 
day of June, in the year of our Lord 1797, and of the 
independence of the United States of America the twenty - 
firſt. : 


Jour ADAM. 
By the Preſident of the United States, 
TiMoTHY PICKERING, Secretary of State, 


Department of State, April 3, 1998. 


THE names deſignated by the letters W. X. V. Z. in the fol- 
wing copies of letters from the envoys of the United States to 
French republic, are, in the originals, written at full length, 
ciphers. For the ſame reaſon that ſingle letters are thus taken 
deſignate certain perſons named in the letters, other words 
c:iptive of them are omitted. 

TimMoTaY PICKERING. 


— 


No. I. 
Dear Sir, Paris, OF. 22, 1797. 


ALL of us having arrived at Paris on the evening of the 4th 
tant, on the next day we verbally and unofficially informed 
e miniſter of foreign affairs therewith, and deſited to know when 
would be at leiſure to receive one of our ſecretaries with the 
ficial notification. He appointed the next day at two o'clock ; 
hen Major Rutledge waited on him with the following letter: 


« Citizen Miniſter, | | 

„The United States of America being deſirous of terminating 
differences between them and the French republic, and of re- 
ring that harmony and good underſtanding, and that commercial 
9 [riendly intercourſe, which from the common cement of their 
litical connexion, until lately, have ſo happily ſubſiſted, the 
elident has nominated, and by and with the advice of the Senate, 
s appointed us, the underſigned, jointly and ſeverally, envoys 
traordinary and miniſters plenipotentiary to the French repub- 
, for the purpoſe of accompliſhing theſe great objects. In 
rſuance of ſuch nomination and appointment, and with ſuch 
, having come to Paris, we with, Citizen Miniſter, to wait 
you at any hour you will be pleaſed to appoint, to preſent the 
Py of our letters of credepce ; and whillt we evince-our ſincere 
1 ardent deſire for the ſpeedy reſtoration of friendſhip and har- 


ay between the two republics, we flatter ourſelves with your 
2 concurrence 
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concurrence in the accompliſhment of this deſirable event. Wy 
requeſt you will accept the aſſurance of our perſect eſteem 
conſideration. | 

„Paris, Oct. 6th, in the 21ſt year of 


American independence. | 
(Signed) CHARLES CoTESWORTH PiNCKxgy 


© Jon MARSHALL, 
&« ELBRIDGE GERRY.” 


To this letter the miniſter gave a verbal anſwer, that he wa 
ſee us the day after the morrow {the 8th) at one o'clock. Accu 
ingly at that hour and day we waited on the miniſter at his houly 
where his office is held, when, being informed he was not 
home, the ſecretary general of the department told Major Ri 
ledge, that the miniſter was obliged to wait on the Directory, al 
requeſted he would ſuſpend our viſit till three o'clock ; at whic 
hour we called. The miniſter we found was then engaged mi 
the Portugueſe miniſter, who retired in about ten minutes, whe 
we were introduced, and produced the copy of our letters of 
dence, which the miniſter peruſed and kept. He informed. 
«* that the Directory had required him to make a_report relam 
to the ſituation of the United States with regard to France, whic 
he was then about, and which would be finiſhed in a few d 
when he would let us know what ſteps were to follow.“ W 
afked if cards of hoſpitality were in the mean time neceſſay 
He ſaid they were, and that they ſhould be delivered to us; a 
he immediately rung for his ſecretary, and directed him to mak 
them out. The converſation was carried on by him in Fre o. 
and by us in our own language, | 

The. next day the cards of hoſpitality were ſent tg us and« 
fecretaries, in a ſtyle ſuitable to our official character. 

On Saturday the 14th, Major Mountflorence informed Gen 
tal Pinckney, that he had a converſation with Mr, Oſmond, f 
—_ and confidential ſecretary of the miniſter of foreign 1 

irs, who told him, that the Directory were greatly exaſperal 
at ſome parts of the Preſident's ſpeech at the opening of the! 
ſeſſion of Congreſs, and would require an explanation of t ye 
from us. The particular parts were not mentioned, In ano 
converſation on the ſame day, the ſecretary informed the maj 
that the miniſter had told him it was probable we ſhould not bu 

a public audience of the Directory till ſuch time as our neg 
tion was finiſhed ; that probably perſons might be appointet 
treat with us; but they would report to him, and he would dns 
the direction of the negotiation, The major did not cone 
from Mr. Oſmond his intention to communicate theſe con 
. fations to us. | | 


In the morning of October the 18th, Mr. W, 7 9 


- 
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wſe of , Called on General Pinckney, and informed 
im, that a Mr. X. who was in Paris, and whom the general 
d ſeen » was a gentleman of conſiderable credit 
reputation „ and that we might place great 
liance on him. 2 
ä In the evening of the ſame day, Mr. X. called on General 
nckney, and = having ſat ſome time „ Whiſ- 
red him, that he had a meſſage from M. Talleyrand to commu- 
| cate, when he was at leiſure, General Pinckney immediately 
hes ithdrew with him into another room; and when they were alone, 
lr. X. ſaid, that he was charged with a buſineſs in which he 


s 2 novice ; that he had been acquainted with M. Talleyrand 
* » that he was ſure he had a great re- 


„ 
* 


em 


or Kue for ng and its citizens; and was very deſirous that a 
7), conciliation ſhould be brought about with France ; that 10 effec, 
| whi ate that end, he was ready, if it was thought proper, to ſuggeſt 
„ Wing 


plan, confidentially, that M. Talleyrand expected would an- 
er the purpoſe. | 

General Pinckney ſaid, he ſhould be glad to hear it. M. X. 
plied, that the Directory, and particularly twd of the members 
it, were exceedingly irritated at ſome paſſages in the Preſident's 
ech, and deſired that they ſhould be ſoftened ; and that this 
* p would be neceſſary previous to our reception: that beſides 

"os, a ſum of money was required for the pocket of the Dir 

eſſay ry and miniſters, which would be at the diſpoſal of M. Talley 
'S ; Mead, and that a loan would alſo be inſiſted on. M. X. ſaid, if 
. acceded to theſe meaſures, M. Talleyrand had no doubt that 
ren our differences with France might be accommodated, On in- 
iy, M. X. could not point ont the particular paſſages of the 
ech that had given offence, nor the quantum of the loan; but 
ntioned that the douceur for the pocket was twelre hundred 
uſand livres, about fifty thouſand pounds ſterling. General 
nd, f nckney told him, his colleagues and himſelf, from the time of 


bn! ir arrival here, had been treated with great flight and diſreſpect; 
beni they earneſtly wiſhed for peace and reconciliation with 
the | ace ; and had heen entruſted by their country with very great 
üg sers 10 obtain theſe ends, on honourable terms: that with 


ane to the propoſitions made, he could not even conſider of 
maj m before he had communicated. them to his colleagues: that 
ot bs fer he had done ſo, he ſhould hear from him. After a commu- 
ation and confultation had, it was agreed, that General Pinck- 
y ſhould call on M. X. and requeſt him to make his propoſi- 
ns to us all; and for fear of miltakes or miſapprehenſion, that 
ſhould be requeſted to reduce the heads into writiog. Accord- 
% on the morning of ORober the 19th, General Pinckney 
led on M. X. who conſented to ſee his colleagues in the even- 
, and to reduce his propoſitions to writing. He ſaid, his 
Vor. VII. 5 "Wb : Fommy: 
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, communication was not immediately with M. Talleyrand, 
"through another gentleman, in whom M. Talleyrand had rid: 
confidence. This proved afterwards to be M. V. 
At ſix in the evening M. X. came, and left with us the firlt W100 
of propoſitions ; which, tranſlated from the French, are as nn 
lows: © A perſon who poſſeſſes the confidence of the Dire 
on what relates to the affairs of America, convinced of the mut 
advantages which would reſult from the re. eſtabliſhment of t 
good underſtanding between the two nations, purpoſes to emp <0 
all of his influence to obtain this obje&.—He will fiſt the che 
miſſioners of the United States in all the demands which they ni 
have to make from the government of France, inaſmuch as Mn 
may not he contradictory to thoſe which he propoſes himſelf WMP' 
— fi and of which ths pribcipal will be communicated confide 
tially. 'It is deſired ' that in the official communications r 
ſhould be given a ſoftening turn to a part of the Preſident's ſpe e u. 
0 Congreſs, which has cauſed. much irritation. It is feared inte 
In not ſatisfying certain individuals in this reſpect, they may genen 


way to all their reſentment. The nomination of commiſſict di 
will be conſented to on the ſame footing as they have been name pod 
in the treaty with England, to decide on the reclamations v 
individuals of America may make on the government of Fa pre 


or on French individuals. The payments which, agreeably 
the deciſions of the commiſſioners, ſhall fall to the ſhare of 
French goyernment, are to be advanced by the American gc 
ment itſelf. It is deſired that the funds which by this me ere, 
ſhall enter again into the American trade, ſhould be employed e 
new ſupplies for the French colonies. Engagemenis of f 
nature on the part of individuals reclaiming wilt always haſty" 
In all probability, the deciſions of the French commiſſioners: 
erhaps it may be deſired that this clauſe ſhould make a part of t inſe 
inſtructions which the government of the United States ſhc 
give to the commillioners they may chooſ 0. 
The French government defires, beſides, to obtain a loan fit 
the United States; but ſo that that ſhould not give any jeala 
to the Engliſh government, nor hurt the neutrality of the Unit 
States. This loan ſhall be -maſked, by ſtipulating, that ! 
22 of the United States conſents to make the advance 
or the payment of the debts contracted by the agents of 
French government with the citizens of the United States; 
which are already acknowledged, and the payment ordered by 
Directory, but without having been yet effeAtuated.— 116 
ſhould be delivered a note to the amount of theſe debts. Fro 
bly this note may be accompanied by oſtenſible pieces, which vi 
guarantee to the agents the reſponſibility of the United States, 
caſe any umbrage ſhould cauſe an inquiry. There ſhall alſo® 
BSc. , 7 20 4 WY 7 : 4 7 b 7 Nee 1. 


— 


( 187 ) 
2 taken from this loan certain ſums; for the purpoſe of making 
ad pi cuſtomary diſtributions in diplomatic affairs,” „ 
The perſon of note mentioned in the minutes, who had the 
whdence of the Directory, he ſaid, before us all, was M. Tal- 
e 2s nnd. The amount of the loan he could not aſcertain pre- 
ieder, but underſtood it would be according to our ability to pay. 
e mum be ſum which would be conſidered as proper, according to 
diplomatic uſage, was about twelve hundred thouſand livres. 
> empl I: could not ſtate to us what parts of the Preſident's ſpeech were 
he chu epted to, but ſaid he would inquire and inform us. He 
reed to breakfaſt with Mr. Gerry the morning of 21ſt, in order 
\S make ſuch explanations as we had then requeſted, or ſhould 
mſelf Wink proper to requeſt : but on the morning of the 20th, M. X. 
ea, and ſaid, that M. V. the confidential friend of M. Tal- 
ns tel nnd, inſtead of communicating with us through M. X. would 
e us himſelf, and make the neceſſary explanations, * We ap- 
red \8inted to meet him the evening of the 2oth, at ſeven o'clock, in 
general Marſhall's room. At ſeven, M. V. and M. X. entered; 
d the firſt mentioned gentleman, being introduced to us as the 
name afdential friend of M. Talleyrand, immediately ſtated to us the 
courable impreſſions of that gentleman towards our country, 
prefſions which were made by the kindneſs and civilities he 
xd perſonally received in America: that, impreſſed by his ſoli- 
tude to repay theſe kindneſſes, he was willing to aid us in“ the 
ſent negotiation by his good offices with the Directory, who 
meu ere, he ſaid, extremely irritated againſt the government of the 
nited States, on account of ſome parts of the Prefident's ſpeech, 
of who had neither acknowledged nor received us, and conſe- 
ently have not authorized M. Talleyrand to have any commu- 
cations with us. The miniſter, therefore, could not ſee us 
imſelf, but had authorized his friend M. V. to communicate to 
$ certain propoſitions, and to receive our anſwers to them and 
d promiſe on his part, that if we would engage to conſider them 
be baſis of the propoſed negotiation, he would intercede with 
ace Directory to 7 * us, and to give us a public audience. 
l. Y. ſtated to us explicitly and repeatedly, that he was clothed 
th no authority; that he was not a diplomatic character; that 
Was not 8 6 
was only the friend of M. Talleyrand, and truſted by him; 
a with regard to himſelf, he had 8 | ö 
dd that he earneſtly wiſhed well to the United States. He then 
ok out of his pocket a French tranſlation of the Preſident's 
peech, the parts of which objected to by the Directory were 
harked agreeably to our requeſt to M. X. and are contained in 
de exhibit A. Then he made us the ſecond ſet of propoſitions, 
lich were dictated by him * written by M. X. in our pre- 


h wil 


85 
ſoit 
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ſeneo, and delivered to us, and which, tranſlated from the Freng ent 


are as follows: 

There is demanded a formal diſavowal in writing, declaa be g 
that the ſpeech ot the citizen preſident Barras did not contain an 
thing offenſive to the government of the United States, nor crit 
thing which deſerved the epithets contained in the whole x 
graph: ſecondly, reparation is demanded for the article by W N] ere 
it ſhall be declared, that the decree of the Directory there me im. 
tioned did not contain any thing contrary to the treaty of 17) 
and had none of thoſe fatal conſequences that the paragraph wen 
proaches to it: thirdly, it is demanded, that there ſhould be u 
acknowledgment, in writing, of the depredations exerciſed 


our trade by the Engliſh and French privateers ; fourthly, tet c 
government of France, faithful to the profeſſion of public fai 

which it has made not to intermeddle in the internal affairs e! 
foreign governments with which it is at peace, would look up ecci 
this paragraph as an attack upon its loyalty, if this was intendWY/ait 
by the Preſident.— It demands, in A e a formal d or 
tion, that it is not the government of France nor its agents ons 


this paragraph meant to deſignate. In conſideration of thek 
Teparations, the French republic is diſpoſed to renew with d 
United States of America a treaty which ſhall place them reif 
cally in the fame ſtate that they were in 1778. | onſi 
«« By this new treaty, France ſhall be placed, with reſped | 
the United States, exactly on the ſame footing as they ſtand with 
England, in virtue of the laſt treaty which has been concludelfi:rti 
between them. A ſecret article of this new treaty would be 4 
loan to be made by the United States ta the French republic; ben 
once agreed __ the amount of the loan, it would be ende, 
voured to conſult the convenience of the United States with .. 
ſpect to the beſt method of preventing its publicity.” . - f tc 
On reading the ſpeech, M. V. dilated very much upon de 

keenneſs of the reſentment it had — and _ 
nen on the ſatisfaction he ſaid was indiſpenſably neceſlary a4 
preliminary to negotiation. © But,” ſaid he, Gentlemen, n. 
will not diſguiſe from you, that, this ſatisfact ion _ maik, 
the eſſential part of the treaty remains to be adjuſted:” {7 fau 
Fargent—il faut beaucoup d argent: You mult pay money, de 
mult pay a great deal of money.” He ſpoke much af the tort 
the honour, and the jealous republican pride of France; ao 
_ repreſented to us ſtrongly the advantages which we ſhould denv2 =: 
from the neutrality thus to be purchaſed, He faid, that it 
receipt of the money might be ſo diſguiſed as to prevent its being 
conſidered as a breach of neutrality by England; and thus fave u 
from being embroiled with that power. Concerning the twelis 
hundred thouſand livres little was ſaid ; that being complete! 


_ underſtood on all ſides to be required for the officers of gore® 
- _ wàä¾ 
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ent, and therefore needing no further explanation. Theſe 
copoſitions, he ſaid, being conſidered Is the admitted baſis of 
he propoſed treaty, M. Talleyrand truſted, that, by his influ- 
de with the Directory, he could prevail on the government to 
ive us. We aſked, whether we were to conſider it as certain 
t, without a previous ſtipulation to the effect required, we 
ere not to be received? He anſwered, that M. Talleyrand 
inſelf was not authorized to ſpeak to us the will of the Direc- 
ry, and conſequently could not authorize him. The canverſa- 
jon continued till half after nine, when they left us, having 
agaged to breakfaſt with Mr. Gerry the next morning. 

Gabber 21ſt, M. X. came before nine o clock; M. Y, did 
ot come until ten; he had paſſed the morning with M. Talley- 
and, ' After breakfaſt the ſubject was immediately reſumed. 
e repreſented to us that we were not yet acknowledged or 
cived; that the Directory were ſo exaſperated againſt the 
nited States, as to have come to a determination to demand 
om us, previous to our reception, thoſe diſavowals, repara- 
jonz, and explanations, which were ſtated at large laſt 2 
e faid, that M. Talleyrand and himſelf were extremely ſenſible 
the pain we muſt feel in complying with this demand; but that 
Directory would not diſpenſe with it: that therefore we muſt 
onſider it as the indiſpenſable preliminary to obtain our recep- 
jon; unleſs we could find the means to change their determina- 
ion in this particular: that if we ſatisfied the Directory in theſe 
articulars, a letter would be written to us, to demand the extent 
our powers, and to know whether we were authorized to place 
hem preciſely on the ſame footing with England ?—whether, he: . 
id, our full powers were really and ſubſtantially full powers? 
r, like thoſe of Lord Malmeſbury, only illuſory powers? That, 
f to this demand dur anſwer ſhould be affirmative, then France 
5ould conſent that commiſſioners ſhould be appointed to aſcer- 
ain the claims of the United States, in like manner as under our 


vage with England; but from their juriſdiction muſt be with- 
en, aun thoſe which were condemned for want of a role N eguipage; 
mai being a point on which Merlin, while miniſter of juſtice, 
aut 4 d written a treatiſe, and on which the Directory were decided. 
aß cre would, however, be no. objection to our complaining of 
force lc captures in the courſe of the negotiation ; and if we could 
 aoWWotvince Merlin by our reaſoning, the miniſter would himſelf be 
leres Fed with our ſo doing. We required an explanation of that 


jart of the converſation, in which M. Y. had hinted at our find- 
ng means to avert the demand concerning the Preſident's ſpeech. 
e anſwered, that he was not authorized to ſtate thoſe means, 
Put that we muſt ſearch for them, and propoſe them ourſelves. 
; however, we aſked his opinion as a private individual, and 
oulg receive it as coming from him, he would ſuggeſt to us the 

means 


— 


( 19 ) 
means which, in his opinion, would ſucceed. On being aſked 
to ſuggeſt the means, he anſwered, Money; that the Ditedon 
were jealous of its own honour, and of the honour of the nation: 
that it inſiſted on receiving from us the ſame reſpe& with vid 
we had treated the King; that this honour muſt be maintainet 
in the manner before required, unleſs we ſubſtituted in the plag 
of thoſe reparations ſomething perhaps more valuable, that vn 
money. He ſaid farther, that if we de ſired him to point out the ſun 
which be believed would be ſatisfactory, he would do ſo. We 
requeſted him to proceed; and he ſaid, that there wete thirh. 
two millions of florins of Dutch infcriptions, wotth ten ſhilling 
in the pound, Which might be aſſigned to us at twenty ſhilling 
in the pound; and he proceeded to ſtate to us the certainty, that, 
after a peace, the Dutch government would repay us the money; 
| fo that we ſhould ultimately loſe nothing; and the only operation 
of the meaſure would be an advance from us to France of thirty 
two millions on the credit of the government of Holland. We 
aſked him, whether the fifty thouſand pounds ſterling as a dbu 
to the Directory muſt be in addition to this ſum ? He anſwere 
us in the affirmative, We told him, that on the ſubject of the 
treaty we had no heſitation in ſaying, that our powers wer 
ample : that on the other points propoſed to us we would retire 
into another room, and return in a few minutes with our anſwer. 
We committed immediately to writing the anſwer we pn⸗ 
poſed in the following words : Our powers, reſpecting a treat, 
are ample ; but the propoſition of a loan in the form of Duc 
inſcriptions, or in any other form, is not within the limits d 
our inſtructions; upon this point, therefore, the government 
muſt be conſulted : one of the American miniſters will, for the 
purpoſe, forthwith embark for America; provided the DireQ 
will ſuſpend all farther captures on American veſſels, an vil 
ſuſpend proceedings on thoſe already captured, as well where thef 
have been already condemned, as where the deciſions have not yt 
been rendered; and that where fales have been made, but the 
money not yet received by the captors, it ſhall not be paid until 
the preliminary queſtions, y. to the miniſters of the United 
States, be diſcuſſed and decided :” which was read as a verdil 
anſwer ; and we told them, they might copy it if they pleaſed 
M. V. refuſed to do ſo; his diſappointment was apparent; it 
ſaid, we treated the money part of the propoſition as if it hat 
proceeded from the Directory; whereas, in fact, it. did not p 
ceed even from the miniſter, but was only a ſuggeſtion from hin 
felf, as a ſubſtitute to be propoſed by us, in order to avoid the 
painful acknowledgment that the Directory had determined 9 
demand of us, It was told him, that we underſtood that matte 
perfectly; that we knew the propoſition was in form to be our 
but that it came ſubſtantially from the miniſter, We afked * 


ties; and therefore that he might be aſſured, that our powers wer 


in obedience to the conſtitution he had done ſo; that we had nd 
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quences. We told him, that America had made every poſſhy 
effort to remain on friendly terms with France; that ſhe was fi 
making them: that if France would not heat us, but woul 
make war on the. United States, nothing remained for us but 1 
regret the unavoidable neceſſity of defending ourſelves. 

The fubje& of our powers was again mentioned; and we tal 
him, that America was folicitous to have no more miſunderſtand. 
ings with any republic, but eſpecially with France; that ſhe wiſhe 
2 permanent treaty, and was ſenſible that no treaty could be 
permanent which did not comport with the intereſts of the pap 


ef] 


nc 


ſuch as authorized ns to place France on an equal ground wit 
England, in any reſpects in which an inequality might be ſuppolet 
to exiſt at preſent between them, 10 the difadvantage of Fr 

The fabje& of the role d'equipege was alſo mentioned; and we 
aſked what aſſurance we coun have; if France inſiſted on the right 
of adding to the ſtipulations of our treaty, or of altering then 
by municipal regulations, that any future treaty we could malt 
ſhould: be obferved. M. V. ſaid, that he did not aſlgrt the pris 
ciple of changing treaties by municipal regulations: but that th 
Directory conſidered its regulation concerning the role d"equipup 
as comporting with the treaty. We obſerved to him, that none 
of our veſſels had what the French termed a role d"equiBage, ath 
that if we were to ſurrender all the propetty which had bee 
taken from our Citizens in cafes where their veſſels were not fu 
Nniſhed with fuch a roll, the government would be reſponſible 8 
its citizens for the property ſo ſurrendered ; fince it would t 
impoſſible to undertake to aſſert that there was any plauſibility i 
the allegation that our _ utred a role dequipage. * _ 
The ſubject of diſavowals, &c. concerning the Prefident 
gow was again mentioned; and it was obſerved, that the cu 
Ritution of the United States authorized and required our Piet 
dent to communicate his ideas on the affairs of the nation; thi 


power to confirm or invalidate any part of the Preſident's ſpec 
that ſuch an attempt could produce no other effect than to mall 
us ridiculous to the government and to the citizens at large of i 
United States; and to produce, on the part of the Preſigent, ne... 
immediate diſavowal and recall of us as his agents; that ind 
Po of this, all America was acquainted with the facts 
by the Preſident ; and our diſavowing them would not change 
rblie ſentiment concerning them. | 
We parted with mutual profeſſions of perſonal reſpe@, in 
with full indications, on the part of M. V. of his expeRtati® 
that we ſhould immediately receive the threatened letter. d or 


The nature of the above communication will eyince the 
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cep of ſecrecy 3 and we have promiſed Meſſrs. X. and V. that 
eir names ſhall in no event be made public. 
We have the honour to be, with great reſpect and eſteem, 


Foul Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, > 44 

= CnanrESs CoresworTtH PINCKNEY. 
„ MARSHALL, | 

e fol GERRY. 


iſhed p. S. October 27, 1797. —The definitive articles of peace are 
ved between the French republic and the Emperor; the parti- 
lars you will find in the public prints. The Ferns miniſter 
wer ordered to quit France, as the treaty with Portugal has not been 
wilt ratified by the Queen, The treaty itſelf is declared by the 
Directory to be void. Since our arrival at Paris, the tribunal of 
ance, ſation has rejected Captain Scot's petition, complaining of the 
d ni ondemnation of his veſſel by the civil tribunal for the want of a 
le deguipage. Mr. ——, in behalf of the owners of the Ame- 
then can veilels, who have appealed in the laſt reſort to the tribunal. 
mine caſation, informs, that notwithſtanding the arguments 
pris to put off the hearing of the Roſanna, as a —_ i 
at e, till the iſſue of our negotiation is known, that cale is ſet 
viſen wn for hearing, and will come on the agth or oth joſtant. 
none he ſame —— allo ſays, that it is obvious that the tribunal have 
eceived inſtructions from the officers of government to haſten 
heir deciſions, and that it was hardly worth while to —— for all 
ir petitions in caſſation would be rejedted. Our advocates —— 
ble U ecline giving their ſentiments on this ſubjedt —— under an ap- 
d rechen ſion of committing themſelves. 

Colonel Pickering, Secretary to the United States. 


c «1agraph of the Preſident's Speech referred to in Letter Ne. I. 
; under the Title of Exhibit A. 


I. WITH this conduct of the French government it will be 
roper to take into view the public audience given to the late 
iniſter of the United States, on his taking leave of the Execu- 
Directory. The ſpeech of the Preſident diſcloſes ſentiments 
ore alarming than the refuſal of a miniſter, becauſe more dan- 
erous to our independence and union, and at the ſame time ſtu- 
Foully marked with indignities againſt the government of the 

nited States. It evinces a diſpoſition to (ſeparate the le of 


e United States from the government; to perſuade that 
ey have different affectbns, principles, and intereſts, from thoſe 
their fellow-citizens, whom they themſelves have choſen to 
anage their common concerns, and thus to produce diviſions fatal 
dur peace, Such attempts _ to be repelled with a deciſon 
Eee which 


Vol. VII. 


— 


- graded people, humiliated under a colonial ſenſe of fear, fit 


States being at preſent ſuſpended, the government has no 


and even independence of the nation, is an indiſpenſable duty. dree 


_ verſed; that the Directory were becoming impatient, and vl 
take a decided courſe with regard to America, if we could 
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which ſhall convince France and the world, that we are not 2 & 


to be the miſerable inſtruments of foreign influence, and rey; 
leſs of national honour, character, and intereſt. 5 
II. The diplomatic intercourſe between France and the Unite 


of obtaining official information from that country; neverthy 
leſs, there is reaſon to believe that the Executive Directory paſk 
a decree, on the 2d of March laſt, contravening in part the tren 
of amity and commerce of 1778, injurious to our lawful ce 
merce, and endangering the lives of otir citizens. A copy'd 
this decree will be laid before you. | 2 
III. While we are endeavouring to adjuſt our differences uit 
France by amicable negotiation, the progreſs of the war in 
Tope, the depredations on our commerce, the perſonal injuries Ir a 
our citizens, and the general complexion of affairs, render it q 
indiſpenſable duty to recommend to your conſideration effedu 
— of defence. . 
IV. It is impoſſible to conceal from ourſelves, or the vc 
what has been before obſerved, that endeavours have been et tua 
*ployed to foſter and eſtabliſh a diviſion between the government 
and the people of the United States. To inveſtigate the cui ot 
which have encouraged this attempt is not neceſſary ; but ton 
pel, by decided and united councils, inſinuations ſo derogatory 
the honour and aggreſſions ſo dangerous to the conſtitution, unia ar 


F'F 3” 


| No. II. 8 2 
Dear Sir, a ? | Paris, Nov. 8, 179). lun 

WE now encloſe you, in thirty-ſix quarto pages of ciphe| 
and in eight pages of ciphered exhibits, the ſequel to the deu 


commenced in No. I. dated the 22d of laſt month; and have 
honour to be | 


* 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, | 
„  CHaRLEs CoTEsSwoORTH' Pick 
J. MagsHALL. | 

| E. Gerry. 8 > 
Colonel Pickering. "W355 


October. 27, 1797. —About twelve we received another 
from M. X. He immediately mentioned the great event ten 
nounced in the papers, and then ſaid, that ſome propoſals in 
us had been expected on the ſubject on which we had before 0 


ſolie 
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often them. We anſwered, that on that ſubject we had already 
woken explicitly, and had nothing farther to add. He men- 


y the peace with the Emperor, as warranting an expectation of 
ad been expected by us, and would not in any degree affect our 
her neutral nations, than had been before taken ; that it had 

n determined, that all nations ſhould aid them, or be conſi- 


red and treated as their enemies. We anſwered;- that ſuch an 
ect had already been contemplated by us as probable, and had 


sv e been overlooked, when we gave to this propoſition our de- 


ded anſwer ; and further, that we had no powers to negotiate 
ries pr a loan of money; that our government had not contemplated, 
ch a circumſtance in any degree Whatever; that if we ſhould 
ipulate a loan, it ſhould be a perſectly void thing, and would 
ily deceive France, and expoſe ourſelves. M. X. again expatiated 
n the power and violence of France: he urged the danger of our 
tuation, and preſſed the policy of ſoftening them, and of thereby 
nmen taining time. The prefent men, he ſaid, would very probably 
cu r continue long in power; and it would be very unfortunate, 
thoſe who might ſucceed, with better diſpolitions towards us, 
ory ould find the two nations in actual war: We anſwered, that if 
uni ar ſhould be made on us by France, it would be ſo obviouſly 
reed on us, that, on a change of men, peace might be made 
ith as much facility as the preſent differences could be accom- 
todated : we added, that all America deprecated a war with 
rance ; but that our preſent ſituation was more ruinous ta us 
an a declared war would be; that at preſent our commerce was 
lundered unprotected; but that if war was declared, we ſhould 
k the means of protection. M. X. ſaid, he hoped we ſhould 
Wot form a connexion with Britain; and we anſwered, that we 
oped ſo too; that we had all been engaged in our revolution war, 
d felt its injuries ; that it had made the deepeſt impreſſion on 
dot that if France ſhould attack us, we muſt ſeek” the beſt 
mug ens of ſelf-defence. M. X. again returned to the ſubjeQ of 
| oney : ſaid he, Gentlemen, you do not ſpeak to the point—it is 
oney; it is expected that you will offer money. We ſaid, we 
ad ſpoken to that point very explicitly ; we had given an an- 
er. No, ſaid he, you have not; what is your anſwer? We 
plied, It is, No; no; not à ſixpence. He again called our 
tention to the dangers which threatened our country, and aſked, 
it would not be prudent, though we might not make a loan to 
e nation, to iritereſt an influential friend in our favour? He 
ud, we ought to conſider what men-we had to treat with; that 
ey diſregarded the juſtice -- our claims, and the reaſoni 
: C 2 


— = . 


with 


oned the change in the ſtate of things which had been produced. 
change in our ſyſtem ; to which we only replied, that this event 


nduſt. M. X. urged, that the Directory had, ſince this peace, 
ken a higher and more decided tone with reſpect to us, and all 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
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with which we might ſupport them; that they diſregarded i 
own colonies; and conſidered themſelves as perfectly invulnerabs 
with reſpe& to us; that we could only acquire an intereſt ame 
them by a judicious application of money; and it was for us N 
conſider, whether the ſituation of our country did not require tha 
theſe means ſhould be reſorted to. We obſerved, that the condall 
of the French government was ſuch as to leave us much reaſons 
fear, that, ſhould we give the money, it would effect no 
purpoſe, and would not produce a juſt mode of thinking wit 
reſpect to us. He ſaid, that when we employed a lawyer we 
him a fee, without knowing whether the cauſe could be unde 
not; but it was neceſſary to have one, and we paid for his 
whether thoſe ſervices were ſucceſsful or not: ſo in the preſet 
ftate of things, the money muſt be advanced for the officy 
the individuals were to render, whatever might be the eſſect d 
thoſe good offices. We told him there was no parallel in'tl 
caſes ; that a lawyer, not being to render the adjudgment, coull 
not command ſucceſs: he could only endeavour to obtain it; u 
conſequently, we could only pay him for his endeavours : but tie 
Directory could decide on the iſſue of our negotiation, It hal 
only to order that no more American veſſels ſhould be ſeized, ul 
to fret thoſe now in cuſtody to be reſtored, and there could ben 
poſition to the order. He ſaid, that all the members of the 
irectory were not diſpofed to receive our money: that Merlin 
for inſtance, was paid from another quarter, and would touch uw 
part of the douceur which was to come from us. We. replied 
that we underſtood that Merlin was paid by the owners of the n 
vateers; and he nodded an aſſent to the fact. He proceeded u 
prefs this ſubject with vaſt perſeverance. He told us that we pait 
money to obtain peace with the Algerines and with the India} 
and that it was doing no more to pay France for peace. Fothisf 
was anſwered, that when our government commenced a treaty will 
either Algiers or the Indian tribes, it was underſtood that money 
was to form the baſis of the treaty, and was its effential arti 
that the whole nation knew it, and was prepared to expect it a 
thing of courſe ; but that, in treating with France, our genen 
ment had ſuppoſed that the propoſition, ſuch as he ſpoke & 
would, if made by us, give mortal offence. 

He aſked, if our government did not know that nothing was# 
be obtained here without money? We replied, that our governme* 
had not even ſuſpeRed ſuch a ſtate of things. He appeared fu 
priſed at it, and ſaid, there was not an American in Paris un 
could not have given that information. We told him that in 
letters of our miniſter had indicated a very contrary temper in in 
government of France; and had repreſented it as acting 
upon principle, and as feeling a very pure and diſintereſted's 
fection for America. He looked ſomewhat furprifed, we 


rift 
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ikly to General Pinckney, Well, Sir, you have been a long 
in France and in Holland - what do yon think of it? General 
;nckney anſwered, that he conſidered M. X. and M. Y. as men 
truth, and, of conſequence, he could but have one opinion on 
e ſubject.— He ſtated that Hamburgh and other Rates of Europe 
ere obliged to buy a peace; and that it would be equally for our 
| to do ſo. Once more he ſpoke on the danger of a breach 
ith France, and of her power, which nothing could reſiſt, We 
„that it would be in vain for us to ; Ho her power, or 
e ſalicitude we felt to avoid a conteſt with it; that no nation 
timated her power more highly than America, or wiſhed moro 
amicable terms with her; but that one object was ſtill 
arer to us than the friendſhip of France which was our national 
dependence: that America had taken a neutral ſtation z ſhe had 
right to take it; no nation had a tight to force us out of it; that 
lend a ſum of money to a belligerent power, abounding in every 
ung requiſite for war but money, was to relinquiſh our neutra- 
ty, and take part in the war; to lend this money under the laſni 
nd coercian of France, was to relinquiſh the government of ours | 
les, and to ſubmit to a foreign government impoſed upon us by 
ee; that we would make at leaſt one manly ſtruggle before ws 
us ſurrendered our national independence ; that our caſe was 
ferent from that of one of the minor nations of Europe; they 
ere unable to maintain their independence, and did not expect to 
o ſo: America was a great, and, ſo far as concerned her ſelf- 
fence, a powerful nation ; ſhe was able to maintain her inde- 
ndence ; and muſt deſerve to loſe it, if ſhe permitted it to bs 
reited from her; that France and Britain had been at war for 
ar fifty years of the laſt hundred, and might probably be at 
ar for fifty years of the century to come ; that America hadno 
otives which could induce her to involve herſelf in thoſe wars; 
d that, if ſhe now preſerved her neutrality and her independence, 
was moſt probable that ſhe would not in future be afraid, as ſhe 
ad been for four years paſt ; but if ſhe now ſurrendered her rights 
{ ſelf-govermnent to France, or permitted them to be torn from 
, ſhe could not expect to recover them, or to remain neutral 
any future war. He ſaid that France had lent us money durin 
ur revolution war, and only required that we ſhould now exhib 
he ſame friendſhip for her, e anſwered, that the caſes were 
ery different: that America ſolicited a loan from Frahce, and 
eft her at liberty to grant or refuſe it ; but that France demanded 
t from America, and left us no choice on the ſubject. We alſo 
old him there was another difference in the caſes ; that the 
Fas lent by France for great national and French objects; it was 
nt to maim a rival, and an enemy whom ſhe hated; that the 
money, if lent by America, would not be for any American 
PjcQs, but to enable France to extend ſtill further her . 
« 1 " F 
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leyrand began the conference. He ſaid, that the Directory h 


| demanded of the envoys an explanation of ſome paring and a reps 
$ 


| between the two nations; that having no inſtructions reſpeduf 
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The converſation continued for nearly two hours; and the pull ith 
and private advance of my was preſſed and repreſſed in a att 
riety of forms. At length M. X. ſaid that he did not blame u V 


that our determination was certainly proper, if we could keep jt; 
but he ſhowed decidedly his opinion to be, that we could not len 
it. He ſaid that he would communicate, as nearly as he coul 
our converſation to the miniſter, or to M. V. to be given by hin 
to the miniſter; we are not certain which, We then ſeparated 
On the 22d of October, M. Z. a French gentleman of reſpeQath 
character, informed Mr. Gerry, that M. Talleyrand, miniſterd 
foreign relations, who profeſſed to be well diſpoſed towards the 
United States, had expected to have ſeen the American miniften 
frequently in their private capacities; and to have conferred wit 
them individually on the objects of their miſſion; and had ws 
thorized M. Z. to make this communication to Mr. Ger 
The latter ſent for his colleagues, and a conference was held wit 
M. Z. on the ſubject, in which General Pinckney and Genen 
Marfhall expreſſed their opinions, that, not being acquainted with 
M. Talleyrand, they could not with propriety call on bim; bu 
that, according to the cuſtom of France, he might expect this d 
Mr. Gerry, from a previous acquaintance in America. Thi 
Mr. Gerry reluctantly complied with on the 23d, and with M. A 
called on M. Talleyrand, who, not being then at his office, appointed 
the 28th for the interview. After the firſt introduction, M.* Tak 


Paſſed an arrete, which he offered for peruſal,' in which they hut 


/ 


ration far others, of the Preſident's ſpeech to Congreſs of the 166 
of May laſt : he was ſenſible, he ſaid, that difficulties would ei 
on the part of the envoys, relative to the demand; but that 

their offering money he thought he could prevent the effect of the 
arrete. M. Z. at the requeſt of Mr. Gerry, having ſtated thi 
the envoys have no ſuch powers, M. Talleyrand replied, they al 
in ſuch caſe take a power on themſelves, and propoſed that the 
ſhould make a loan. Mr. Gerry then addreſſed M. Falleyrant 
diſtinctly in Engliſh, which he ſaid he underſtood, . and- ſtaich 
that the uneaſineſs of the Directory, reſulting from the Preſidents 
ſpeech, was a ſubje& unconnected with the objects of the mitſſos; 
that M. Barras, in his ſpeech to Mr. Monroe, on his recall, bs 
expreſſed himfelf in a manner diſpleaſing to the government al 
citizens of the United States ; that — as the emo 
conceived, had made ſuch obſervations on M. Barras's ſpeech & 
were neceſſary to vindicate the honour of the United States; i 
this was not conſidered by our government as a ſubje& of dilput 


it, we could not make any explanations or reparations relating® 
it; and that M. Talleyrand bimſelf was ſufficiently acquaine 
| | | Wi 
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it the conſtitution of the United States to be convinced of the 


ath of theſe obſervations. . 
Mr. Gerry further ſtated, that the powers of the envoys, as + 
ey conceived, were adequate to the diſcuſſion and adjuſtment, of 
| points of real difference between the two nations; that they 
uld alter and amend the treaty, or, if neceſſary, form a new 
ne; that the United States were anxiouſly deſirous of removi 
| cauſes of complaint between themſelves and France, and 
newing their former friendſhip and intercourſe on terms which 
ould be mutually honourable and beneficial to the two nations, 
it not on any other terms; that as to a loan, we had no powers 
hatever to make one; that if we were to attempt it, we ſhould 
<ceive himſelf and the Directory likewiſe, which as men of ho- 
our we could not do; but that we could ſend one of our number 
or inſtructions on this propoſition, if deemed expedient, pro- 
ded that the other objects of the negotiation. could be diſcuſſed 
d adjuſted ; that as he had expreſſed a deſire to confer with the 
nvoys individually, it was the wiſts of Mr. Gerry that ſuch a con- 
ence ſhould take place, and their opinions thus be aſcertained, 
hich he conceived correſponded with his 6wn in the particulars 
entioned, M. Talleyrand, in anſwer, ſaid, he ſhould be glad 
> confer with the other envoys individually, but that this matter 
bout the money muſt be ſettled directly, without ſending to 
unerica; that he would not communicate the arrete for a week; 
nd that if we could adjuſt the difficulty, reſpecting the ſpeech, an 
pplication would nevertheleſs go to the United States for a loan. 
courier arrived at this moment from Italy, and M. Talleyrand 
ppearing impatient to read the letters, Mr. Gerry took leave of 
im immediately. He followed. t0 the door, and deſired M. * 
repeat to Mr. Gerry what he, M. Talleyrand, had ſaid to him. 
t. Gerry then returned to his quarters with M. Z. took down the 
aticulars of this interview as before ſtated, ſent for Generals 
Pinckney and Marſhall, and read it to them in the preſence. of 
I. Z. who confirmed it. Generals Pinckney and Marſhall then 
lired M. Z. to inſorm M. Talleyrand that they had nothing to 
dd to this conference, and did not wiſh that the arrcte might be 
elayed on their account. a 
—— — a f 8 
inſwer of M. Narrat, Preſident of the Executive Directory, to the. 
Speech of Mr. Monroe, on taking leave, to which the Speech of the 


Prefident of the United States refers, -; | 


„Mr. Miniſter Plealpdtentiary of the | 
United States of fern 1 on | P 1 


« BY preſenting to- day your letters of recall to the Executive 
Directory, you give to Europe a very ſtrange ſpectacle. 
* France, rich in her liberty, ſurrounded by a crowd of eng, | 

| | ; rong 


publiean — which knows how to grant peace as it does 


| that the deſtruction of England 


private uſe, the DireQory would not receive us ; but would pen 


| circumſtances, he ſaid, under hic the minifter of Portugal ba 
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ſtrong in the eſteem of lier allies, will not abaſe herſelf by cal 
lating the conſequences of the condeſcenſion of the American 
vernment to the ſuggeſtions of her former tyrants,+- Morey 
the French republic hopes, that the ſucceſſors of Columh 
Ramhiph ®, and Penn, always proud of their liberty, will new 
forget that they owe it to France. They will weigh; in theit wiſdi 
the magnanimous benevolence of the French people with th 
craſty careſſes of certain perfidious perſons, wha meditate bringi 
them back to their former ſlavery, Aſſure the good American pe 

le, Sir, that, like them, we adore liberty; that they will alway 
— our eſteem, and that they will find in the French people u 


cauſe its ſovereignty to be reſpeRted. 10 
« As to you, Mr. Minifter Plenipotentiary, you have combat 
for principles, you have known the true intereſts of your county 


Depart with our regret. In you we give up a repreſentative ih 
America, and retain the reinembtance of the citizen whoſe ye ee 


ſonal qualities did honour to that title.“ Ei 
eee app nh, Sg be E hs | 
October 291th, M. X. again called on us. He faid M. Talea 
rand was extremely anxious to be of fervice to us, and had 
queſted that one more effort ſhould be made to induce us to enal 
him to be ſo. A great deal of the ſame converſation which kl 
paſſed at our former interviews'was repeated. Tho power and 
— of France was again diſplayed to us. e were toll 
inevitable; and that th 
wealth and arts of that nation would naturally paſs over to An 
rica, if that event ſhould. find us * To this obfervaia 


we replied, that Franee would probably ſorbid America to et 
them, in like manner as ſhe had f Switzerland to permit! 
refidence in its country of a'Britiſh miniſter. We told him 1 
that we were ſenſible of the value of peace, and therefore ſougl 
it unremitingly, but that it was real peace we ſought for, at 
real peace only which could be defirable.. = 
The ſum of his propoſition was, that if we would pay, by u 
of fees (that was his expreſſion), the ſur of money demandedin 


us to remain in Paris as we now were; and we ſhould be recciws 
by M. Talleyrand, until one of us could go to America and en 
ſult our government on the ſubject of the loan. Theſe were 


treated. We aſked him if, in the mean time, the Dire 
would order the American paper not yet paſſed into the han 
of the privateerſmen, ta be reſtored. He faid explicitly, that the 
would not, We aſked him, whether they would ſuſpend furthe 


« Probably intended for Raleigh, | | 
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predations on our commerce? He ſaid they would not: bude 
Talleyrand obſerved, that on this ſubject we could not ſuſtain 
ebe ich additional injury, becauſe the winter ſeaſon was approach» 
mb o, when few additional captures would be made. We told him 
it France had taken violently from America more than fifty 
lions of dollars, and treated us in every reſpect as enemies, in 
earn of the friendſhip we had manifeſted for her; that we had 
inen oc to endeavour to reſtore harmony to the two nations, and to 
tain compenſation for the injuries our countrymen ſuſtained ; - 
d that in lieu of this compenſation, we were told that if we 
quld pay twelve hundred thouſand livres, we might be permitted 
Joes remain in Paris, which would only give us the benefit of ſeeing 
e plays and operas of Paris for the winter, that we might have 
me to aſk from our country to exhauſt her reſources for France, 
hoſe depredations would be continued. He again ſtated, that 
ive | this procedure we ſhould ſuf] a war; and that, perhaps, in 
e or ſix months, power might change hands. . 
We told him that what we wiſhed to ſee in France was a temper 
ncerely friendly to the United States, and really diſpoſed to do us 


„ice; that if we could perceive this, we might not ſo much re- 
adn rd alittle money, ſuch as he ſtated to be uſual, although we 
nal jould hazard ourfeives by giving it; but that we ſaw only evi- 

h bal nces of the moſt extreme hoſtility towards us: war was made 
d the pon us fo far as France could 'make it in the preſent ſtate of 
toll lings; and it was not even propoſed, that on receiving our mo- 
/ this war ſhould ceaſe: we had no reaſon to believe that a pof- 
an ble benefit could reſult from it; and we deſired him to ſay, that 
1110 


e would not give a ſhilling, unleſs American proper un- 
Iſtly captured was previouſly reſtored, and further hoſtilities 
pended ; and that unleſs this was done, we did not conceive that 
e could even conſult our government cdncerning a loan: that if 
e Directory would receive us and commence negotiations, and. 
thing occurred which rendered a conſultation of the govern- 
nt neceſſary, one of us would return to America for that pur- 
le, He ſaid, that without this money we ſhould be obliged to 
it Paris; and that we ought to eonſider the conſequences : the 
operty of the Americans*would be confiſcated, and their veſſels 
port embargoed. We told him, that unleſs there was a hope of 
reconciliation, theſe evils could not be prevented by us; and the 
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e delay we might obtain would only increaſe them; that our 
ha iſion had induced many of our countrymen to truſt their veſſels 
tor to the ports of France, and that if we remained in Paris, that 
00 ry circumſtance would increaſe the number; and conſequently 
* e injury which our countrymen would ſuſtain, if France could 


rmit herſelf ſo to violate her own engagemerits and the laws of 
tions. He expreſſed a wiſh that M. V. ſhould ſee us once more. 

© told him that a viſit from M. V. as a private gentleman, 
Vor. VII. D d would 
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would always be agreeable to us; but if he came only with the ei 
pectation that we ſhould ſtipulate advances of money, with 
previouſly. eſtabliſhing a ſolid and permanent reconciliation, 
might ſave himſelf the trouble of the application, becauſe it wx 
ſubjeRt we had conſidered maturely, and on which we were i 
moveable. He parted with us, ſaying, if that was the caſe 
would not be worth while for M. V. to come. In the event 
while General Pinckney and General Marſhall were abſex 
M. V. and M. X. called, and were invited by Mr. Gem! 
breakfaſt with us the next morning. | 
October 30. Immediately after breakfaſt the ſubject was g 
ſumed, M. Y. ſpoke without interruption for near an hour. 
faid that he was deſirous of making a laſt effort to ſerve us, by pn 
poſing ſomething which might accommodate the differences iy 
tween the two nations; that what he was now about to menti 
had not by any means the approbation of the Directory; nor cou 
M. Talleyrand undertake farther than to make from us the pr 
poſition to the Directory, and uſe his influence for its ſuecti 
that laſt week M. Talleyrand could not have ventured to haved 
fered ſuch propoſitions ; but that his ſituation had been very n 
terially changed by the peace with Emperor. By that peace 
had acquired in an high degree the confidence of the DireQory,z 
'naw poſſeſſed great influence with that body; that he waza 
cloſely connected with Buonaparte and the generals of the ami 
Italy, and was to be conſidered as firmly fixed in his poſt, at} 
for five or ſix months; that under theſe circumſtances he a 
undertake to offer, in our behalf, propoſitions which before 
increaſe of influence he could not have hazarded. M. V.. 
called our attention to our own ſituation, and to the force F 
was capable of bringing to bear upon us. He ſaid that we nt 
the belt judges of our capacity to reſiſt, ſo far as depended on! 
: own reſources, and ought not to deceive ourſelves on ſo inter 
a ſubject. The fate of Venice was one which might betal 
United States. But he proceeded to obſerve, it was probabl; 
might rely on forming a league with England. If we had ſud 
reliance, it would fail us. The ſituation of England was ſuch 
to compel Pitt to make peace on the terms of France, A vant 
of cauſes were in operation, which made ſuch an effect abſolut 
certain. To ſay nothing of the oppoſition in England to thel 
niſter and to the war, an oppoſition which the fears of the nal 
would increaſe; to ſay nothing of a war againſt England ml 
was preparing in the North; an army of one hundred and 
+ thouſand men, under the command of Buonaparte, ſpread up®! 
| coaſt of France, and aided by all the vaſt reſources of his ge 
- would moſt probably be enabled to invade England: in 1 
event their government would be overturned ; but ſhould thi 


. vaſion not be abſolutely effected, yet the alarm it would se 
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rough the nation, the enormous expenſe it muſt produce, would 
fallibly ruin them, if it was to be continued, and would drive 
em to ſave themſelves by a peace; that independent of this, 
rance poſſeſſed means which would infallibly deſtroy their bank, 
id their whole paper ſyſtem. He faid he knew very well it was 
nerally conjectured that Buonaparte would leave Italy, and the 
my which had conquered under him, and which adored him ; he 
Jured [us that] nothing could be more unfounded than the con- 
dure, that Buonaparte had for more than ten days left Italy for 
ſtadt, to preſide over the congreſs which was formed for adjuſt- 
g the affairs of the Empire. He ſaid that Pitt himſelf was ſo 
nfdent of the abſolute neceſſity of peace, that after the naval 
ory over the Dutch, he had ſignified his readineſs to treat on 
e ſame terms he had offered before that action; we could not 
en rely on the aſſiſtance of England. What, he aſked, would 
our ſituation if peace ſhould be made with England before our 
ference with France would be accommodated ? But, he con- 
hued, if even England ſhould be able to continue the war, and 
merica ſhould unite with her, it would not be in our power to 
jure France. We might, indeed, wound her ally ; but, if we 
1, it would be ſo much the worſe for us. After having ſtated 
e dangers attending us, if we ſhould engage in the war, he pro- 
eded to the advantages we might derive from a neutral ſituation ; 
d inſiſted at large on the wealth which would naturally flow into 

rcountry from the deſtruction of England. 
He next proceeded to detail the propoſitions, which are in ſub- 
nce in the paper annexed, marked (A), except that he infiſted 
at we ſhould engage to uſe our influence with our government 
Ir the loan. He ſtated expreſsly, that the propoſitions were to 
conſidered as made by us ; that M. Talleyrand would not be 
ſponſible for the ſucceſs of any one of them; he would only un · 
rtake to uſe his influence with the Directory in ſupport of them, 
he propoſition, he ſaid, concerning a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities on 
e part of France, was one which proceeded entirely from him- 
If; M. Talleyrand had not been conſulted upon it; and he could 
dt undertake to ſay that that gentleman would conſent even to 
it before the Directory. The propoſition for an advance in the 
ernment of France, of as much money as was due from it to 
Ir citizens on contract, and as might be determined to be due for 
als improperly captured and condemned, was, he ſaid, indif-- 
nſable; unleſs we made that, it was unneceſſary to make any 

her; for the others would not be received. 
He expatiated on the vaſt advantages we ſhould derive from de- 
un was, he ſaid, abſolutely to gain our cauſe. ' He returned 
the danger of our ſituation, and the policy of making with 
rance any accommodation which France would aſſent to. 
Maps, ſaid he, you believe that in xeturning and expoſing to 
Dd 2 your 
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your countrymen the unreaſonableneſs of the demands of this gy 
vernment, you will unite them in their reſiſtance to thoſe de. 
mands; you are miſtaken—you ought to know that the diploma 
{kill of France, and the means ſhe poſſeſſes in your country, ay 
ſufficient to enable her, with the French party in America, y 
throw the blame which will attend the rupture of the negotiation 
on the federaliſts, as you term yourſelves, but on the Briti 
party, as France terms you; and you may aſſure yourſelves thy 
will be done. He concluded with declarations of being perſed) 
diſintereſted ; and declared that his only motives for ſpeaking thy 
freely were his friendſhip for M. Talleyrand, and his wiſh tom 
mote the intereſts and peace of the United States. 

We told him that the freedom with which he had ſpoken, u 
which was agreeable to us, would induce us to ſpeak freely alſo; 
and for once to accompany our view of the preſent ſtate of thing 
with a retroſpect of the paſt : that America was the only natia 
upon earth which felt and had exhibited a real friendſhip for th 
republic of France; that among the empires round her, whid 
were compelled to bend beneath her ponies, and to obey he 
commands, there was not one which had voluntarily acknow 
ledged her government, or manifeſted for it ſpontaneouſly ay 
mark of regard. America alone had ſtepped forward, and gin 
the moſt unequivocal proofs of a pure and ſincere friendſhip, a1 
time when almoſt the whole European world, when Auſti 

Germany, Pruſſia, Ruſſia, Spain, Sardinia, Holland, and Brita 
were leagued againſt France: when her ſituation was in truth h 
zardous, and it was dangerous to hold even friendly intercout 


, 


with her, America alone ſtood forward, and openly. and bold 


ayowed her. enthuſiaſm in favour of the republic, and her de 
and ſincere intereſt in her fate. 8 | 
From that time to the preſent, the government and people a 
the United States have uniformly manifeſted a ſincere and arid 
friendſhip for France, and have, as they conceive, in no ſingle! 
ſtance given to this republic juſt cauſe of umbrage : if they 
done ſo, they wiſh it to be pointed out to them. After the dem 
mination of France to break off all regular intercourſe with the 
they have. ſent three ,envoys extraordinary to endeavour to wail 
ſuch explanations as might produce reconciliation z theſe en 
are prepared to inveſtigate, and wiſh to inveſtigate any meaſut 
which may have given offence—and are perſuaded that they d 
entirely juſtify the conduct of their government. bp 
To this diſtant, unoffending, friendly republic, what is 
conduct and the language of France? Wherever our property © 
be found, ſhe ſeizes and takes it from us; unprovoked, ſhe dt 
mines to treat us as enemies, and our making no reſiſtance P 
duces no diminution of hoſtilities againſt us. She abuſes and in 
our government, endeavours to weaken it in the eſtimation oft 
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people, recalls her own miniſter, refuſes to receive ours; and, when 
\traordinary means ate taken to make ſuch explanations as may 
Jo away mifinderftandings, and ſuch alterations in the exiſting re- 
ations 10 the two countries, as may be mutually ſatisfaRtory, and 
ay tend to produce harmony, the envoys who bear theſe powers 
re got received; they are not permitted to utter the amicable 
vibes of their country; but; in the haughty ſtyle of a maſter, they 
re told, that unleſs they will pay a ſum, to which their reſources 
ſcarcely extend, that they may expect the vengeance of France, 
and, like Venice, be eraſed from the liſt of nations: that France 
ill annihilate the only free republic upon earth, and the only na- 
ion in the univerſe which has voluntarily manifeſted for her a 
ordial and real friendſhip. What impreſſion muſt this make 
upon the mind of America, if, without provocation, France was 


We could not eaſily believe that even our money would ſave us— 
our independence would never ceaſe to give offence, and would 
always furniſh a pretext for freſh demands, On the advantages 
of neutrality it was unneceſſary to ſay any thing ; all the efforts of 
our government were exerted to maintain it ; and we would 
never willingly part with it. With reſpe& to a political con- 
nexion with Britain, we told him, that America had never con- 
templated it. Whether the danger that he , repreſented that 
government to be in, was or was not real, we would not under- 
take to decide, Britain, we believed, had much reaſon to wiſh 
for peace; and France had much reaſon to wiſh for peace alſo: 
if peace already exiſted, it would not change the courſe America 
would purſue. \ 

M. Y. manifeſted the moſt exceſſive impatience ; he interrupted 
us, and ſaid, This eloquent diſſertation might be wue ; America 
might have manifeſted, and he believed had manifeſted great 
[riendihip for France, and had juſt complaints againſt her; but 
he did not come to liſten to thoſe complaints. The miniſter 
would, on our requeſt, make for us certain propoſitions to the 
Directory; he had ſtated them to us; and all the anſwer he wiſhed 
was, Yes or no, Did we or did we not ſolicit the miniſter to 
make the propoſition for us? We told him, that, without going 
farther into the diſcuſſion, we choſe to remark one or two things ; 
they were, that the exiſting treaties gave to France certain advan- 
ages, which were very eſſential; that eſpecially the American 
coaſt afforded a protection, near twe thouſand miles in extent, to 
the prizes made by France on her enemies, and refuſed that pro- 
tection to the prizes taken from her; that ſhe might be aſſured, 
that in caſe of war theſe advantages would be loſt for ever. We 
alſo told him, we were convinced that France miſcalculated 
on the parties in America; that the extreme injuſtice offered to 
our country would unite-every man againſt her. M. X. informed 

; us, 


determined to make war upon us, unleſs we purchaſed peace? 
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us, that M. Talleyrand would not conſent even to lay this pro- 
poſition before the Directory without previouſly receiving the 
Fo, oool. or the greater part of it. : 

M. V. left in writing his propoſitions, and we returned the 
anſwer annexed, and marked BB. 

November 1ſt. It was at length agreed, that we would hold m 
more indirect intercourſe with the government. 

November 3d. M. X. called on us, and told General Pinckng 
and General Marſhall (Mr. Gerry not being within), -that M. Y, 
wiſhed once more to fee us. We anſwered, that we ſhould 2 
any time be glad to ſee M. V. as a private gentleman ; but that if 
his object was only to repeat his propoſitions for money, it wa 
perfectly unneceſſary to do ſo; becauſe on that ſubject it was in. 
poſlible for us to change the anſwer we had already given. We 
told him farther, that we conſidered it as degrading our country to 
carry on farther ſuch an indirect — as we had for ſone 
time fubmitted to, and had determined to receive no propoſitions, 
unleſs the perſons who bore them had acknowledged authority to 
treat with us. He ſaid, that perhaps M. V. might have written 
powers from the miniſter ; and we replied; that, if he had, ve 
ſhould receive his communications with pleaſure. He ſpoke of 
a probable peace with England, and, having requeſted us to be a 
home in the afternoon, left us. . my 

About three o'clock he came, and, after ſome conyerſation, in 
which we repeated in ſubſtance what is ſtated above, he ſhowel 
us a paper, which he ſaid was a copy of a letter prepared for us by 
M. Talleyrand, requeſting an explanation of part of the Preſident} 
ſpeech, and which he ſaid would be ſent, unleſs we came into the 
propoſitions which had been made us. We wifhed to take à cop 
of it, which he declined permitting, ſaying, he was forbidden s 
allow it. We ſpoke of the letter coming to us as a meaſure me 
had no expectation of preventing; and he ſaid, he could 10 
underſtand that we wiſhed it delayed. To which we anſwered, 
that the delay of a few days could not be deſired, unleſs a hope 
exiſted, that the Directory might become more friendly to out 
country. 2 | 
He ſaid, that intelligence had been received from the United 
States, that if Colonel Burr and Mr. Maddiſon had conſtituted tt 
miſſion, the differences between the two nations would have beet 
accommodated before this time. He added, as a fact he was 6 
inſtructed to communicate, that M. Talleyrand was preparing 
memorial to be ſent out to the United States, 8 is 
as being unfriendly to an accommodation with France. Wer 
plied to this intelligence from the United States, that the miniſters 
correſpondents in America took a good deal on themſelves, wht 
they undertook to ſay how the Directory would have receiit 
Colonel Burr and Mr. Maddiſca ; and that with reſpeR ot 

| memo 
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memorial of M. Talleyrand, it would not be eaſy for him to con 

ince our countrymen, that the ſtatements we ſhould make were 
ntrue ; if, however, we were confident that our conduct would be 
ondemned, M. Talleyrand might, be aſſured, that the fear of 
enſure would not induce us to deſerve it, but that we ſhould act 
n a manner Which our own judgments and conſciences would ap- 
prove of ; and we truſted we ſhould be ſupported by the great body 
pf candid and honeſt men. In this converſation we again ſtated, 
hat America had taken a neutral poſition ; that ſhe had faithfully 
ſought to preſerve it ; that a loan of money to one of the belli- 
gerent powers was directly to take part in the war; and that to 
ake part in the war againſt her own, judgment and will, under 


_ he cocrcion of France, was to ſurrender our independence. 
im. | 

We — 

yt 

4 Exhibit A. 


[ Encloſed in the Envoys' Letter of November 8, 1797, No. II.) 


THE American envoys ſhall remain here for ſix months, in the 
{ame manner, and upon the ſame footing with regard to etiquette, 
as did M. d'Aranjo, the envoy of Portugal: | 

II. There ſhall be named a commiſſion of five members, 
agreeably to a form to be eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe: of deciding 
upon the reclamations of the Americans, relative to the prizes 
made on them by the French privateers. 

III. The American envoys will engage, that their government 
ſhall pay the indemnifications, or the amount of the ſums already 
decreed to the American creditors of the French republic, and by 
the commiſſioners. This payment ſhall be made under the name 
of an advance to the French republic, who ſhall repay it ina 
time and a manner to be agreed upon. | 

IV. One of the American envoys ſhall return to America, to 
demand of his government the neceſſary powers to purchaſe, for 
caſh, the thirty-two millions of Dutch reſcriptions belonging wo 
the French republic, in caſe the envoys ſhould conelude a treaty 
which ſhall be approved by the two nations. | 
V. In the interval the definitive treaty ſhall proceed, for the 
termination of all differences exiſting between the French republic 
and the United States, ſd as that the treaty may be eoncluded im- 
mediately on the return of the deputy. * 

VI. The queſtion of the role d eguipage ſhall remain ſuſpended 
until the return of the deputy, and the commiſſion ſhall not pro- 
nounce upon any reclamation where this point ſhalt be in queſtion. 

VII. During the ſix months granted for the going and returning 
of the deputy, hoſtilities againſt the Americans ſhall be ſuſpended, as 
well as the proceſs for condemnation before the tribunals: and the 
money of the prizes already condemned, in the hands of the civil 
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officers of the nation, ſhall remain there, without being vered 
do the privateers-men, until the return of the deputy. 


\ Exhibit B. 2 
Received with the Envoys? Letter No. II. dated 81h November 1791] 
THE envoys extraordinary and miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
Vnited States cannot avoid obſerving the very unuſual fituatia 
in which they are placed, by the manner in which they are aloe 
permitted to make communications on the objects of their miſſion; 
they are called upon to pledge their country to a very gre 
amount; to anſwer demands, which ar to them as ex 
ordinary as they were unexpected, without being permitted u 
diſcuſs the reaſon, the juſtice, or the policy on which thoſe de 
mands are founded, and not only without aſſurances, that the 
rights of the United States will in future be reſpected, but withou 
a document to prove, that thoſe to whom they are requited to open 
themſelves without reſerve, and at whoſe inſtance they are calle 
on to facrifice ſo much, are empowered, even by the miniſter, y 
hold any communication with them : yet ſuch is the anxious and 
real ſolicitude of the envoys to ſeize any occaſion which m 
afford a hope, however diſtant, of coming to thoſe explanation 
which they ſo much wiſh to make with this republic, that the 
paſs over the uncommon and informal modes which have be 
adopted, and will only conſider the propoſitions themſelves. 

I. The miniſters of the United States will permit no perſons 
conſiderations to influence their negotiations with the French tt 
public. Although they expected the extraordinary means adopted 
by their government to reconcile itſelf to that of France wou 
have been received with ſome degree of attention, yet they at 

too ſolicitous to enter upon the important and intereſting duty d 
their miſſion, to permit themſelves to be reſtrained by forms al 
etiquette, . ' 

IT, On this article it is believed there can be no diſagreement. 

III. This article, as explained, would oblige the United 
States to advance, not to their own citizens, but to the gow 
ment of France, ſums equivalent to the depredations made by i 
corſairs of the republic on the American commerce, and to 1k 

contracts made with their citizens by France; and this advan 
| inſtead of 'benefiting the citizens. of the United States, woll 
leave them preciſely what they naw are, the creditors of 
French republic: the more extenſive the depredations, and ie 
more conſiderable the contracts uncomplied with, the more 
the government of France receive from the United States. 
dependent of theſe objections, the miniſters of the United dF 
cannot engage to aſſume; in any form, the debts due from Fus 
to their fellow - citizens: they have no ſuch power I 
I ' x 
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Iv. If the negotiations he opened, and the propoſitions. for a 
an, or any other propoſitions, exceeding the powers 'of the 
iniſters, be made, the government of the United States will be 
nſulted thereon withtexpedition. 
V. This, or any other propoſition, having for its object the 
aims of the two nations on each other, or an accommodation of 
ferences, will be embraced with ardour by the miniſters of the 
nited States. | : 
VI. It cannot eſcape notice, that the queſtion of the role d"equi- 
ge may involve in it every veſſel taken from the United States: 
e miniſters, however, conſider it, and wiſh to take it up as a 
bje& of negotiation. 
VII. On this article it is only to be obſerved, that the ſeaſon 
the year is ſuch, as probably to render a return within fix 
onths, of the envoy who might ſail to the United States, im- 
aQticable : proviſion ſhould be made for ſuch an event, 
[f the difficulties attending the propoſitions for a loan —_ 
mpenſation for paſt injuries, be ſuch as to require time for 
eir removal, the miniſters of the United States propoſe, that 
diſcuſſions on the relative ſituation of the-two countries may 
mmence in the uſual forms; that the relation to each other may 
ſo regulated, as to obviate future miſunderſtandings ; and that 
 adjultment of the claims of the citizens of the United States, 
hoſe veſſels have been captured, may be made after a deciſion on- 
e point firſt mentioned, 
No diplomatic gratification can precede the patification of the 


ay. . 


No. III. 
Dear Sir, Paris, November 27, 1797. 


ON the 11th inſtant we tranſmitted the following official letter 
the miniſter of foreign affairs : 

« Citizen Miniſter, | | Ws 
„The underſigned envoys extraordinary and miniſters pleni- 
tentiary of the United States of America to the French republic, 
d the honour of announcing to you officially, on the 6th of 
tober, their arrival at Paris, and of preſenting to you on the 
WP 2 copy of their letters of. credence. Your declaration at that 
ne, that a report on American affairs was then preparing, and 
duld in a few days be laid before the Directory, whoſe deciſion 
reon ſhould, without delay, be made known, has hitherto im- 
led filence on them. For this communication they have waited 
th that anxious ſolicitude which ſo intereſting an event could 
t fail to excite, and with that reſpe& which is due to the govern- 


at of France, They have not yet received it; and ſo much 
Vor. VII. E e time 
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time has been permitted to elapſe, ſo critical is the fituation o 

many of their countrymen, and ſo embarraſſing is that of the uy 
derſigned, both as it reſpects themſelves and the government thy 
repreſent, that they can no longer diſpenſe with the duty of (ql; 
citing your attention to their miſſion. 

« The United States, Citizen Miniſter, at an epoch whid 
evinced their ſincerity, have given inconteſtable proofs of ther 
ardent friendſhip, of their affection for the French republe; 
theſe were the reſult, not of their unparalleled proweſs ar 
power, but of their confidence in her juſtice and magnanimiy; 
and in ſuch high eſtimation was the reciprocity of her friend(hy 

held by them, as to have been a primary object of national ca 
cern. The preſervation of it was dear to them; the loſs of i; 
a ſubje of unfeigned regret; and the recovery of it, by ey 
meaſure which ſhall conſiſt with the rights of an independes 
nation, engages their conſtant attention. The government of th 
United States, we are authorized to declare, has examined, wil 
the moſt ſcrupulous juſtice, its conduct towards its former frie 
It has been led to this by a ſincere deſire to remove of itſelf en 
uſt cauſe of complaint; conceiving that, with the moſt uptig 
intentions, ſuch cauſe may probably exiſt: and although | 
ſtricteſt ſearch has produced no ſelf-reproach, although the gon 
ment is conſcious that it has uniformly ſought to preſerve, wit 
fidelity, its engagements to France; yet, far from wiſhing toe 
erciſe the privilege of judging for itſelf on its own courſe of n 
_ ſoning, and the lights in its own poſſeſſion, it invites fair ande 
did diſcuſſion ; it ſolicits a reconſideration of the paſt ; it is pt 
ſuaded its intentions, its views, and its actions, muſt have be 
miſrepreſented and miſunderſtood ; it is convinced, the eſſeni 
intereſts of both nations will be promoted by reconciliation 4 
peace, and it cheriſhes the hope of meeting with ſimilar difpoſitia 
on the part of the Directory. 8 a. 

“ Guided by theſe ſentiments, the Preſident of the Un 
States has given it in charge to the underſigned to ſtate to! 
Executive Directory, the deep regret which he feels at the lob 
ſuſpenſion of the harmony and friendly intercourſe which | 
ſiſted between the two republics, and his ſincere with to re 
them; to diſcuſs candidly the complaints of France, and to 
frankly thoſe of the United States; and he has authorized 
view of exiſting treaties, and ſuch alterations thereof, as! 
conſiſt with the mutual intereſt and ſatisfaction of the contra 

arties., 

« This taſk the underſigned are anxious to commence: 
truly happy will they be, if their exertions can in any & 
contribute to reſtore that friendſhip, that mutual interchang 
good offices, which it is alike their wiſh and their duty toe 
between the citizens of the two republics, . . 7 
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« The underſigned pray you, Citizen Miniſter, to preſent 
's communication to the Executive DireQory, and to receive 
he aſſurances of their moſt perfect conſideration. 52 A5 
(Signed) *© ChHarLEs COTESWORTH PINCKNEY. 
J. MARSHALL. 4 Fart fs 
« ELBRIDGE GERRY, ** 

« Paris, Nov. 11, in the 22d Th ONT 
year of the American independence. | | & : 
To the Minifter of Foreign AFairs of the French Republir.- 


No anſwer having been given to it on the 21ſt inſtant, we re- 
wueſted Major Rutledge to wait on the miniſter, and inquire 
f him whether he had communicated the letter to the Directory, 
nd whether we might expect an anſwer : he replied, that he had 
ubmitted our letter to them, and that they would direct him what 
teps to purſue, of which we ſhould be informed. We have not, 
owever, hitherto received any official intimation relative to this 
buſineſs: we are not yet received; and the condemnation of our 
eſſels for want of a role d'equipage is unremittingly continued: 
requent and urgent attempts have been made'to inveigle us again 
nto negotiation with perſons not officially authorized, of which 
he obtaining money is the baſis ; but we have perſiſted in deelini 
o have any further communication relative to diplomatic buſineſs 

ith perſons of that deſcription ; and we mean to adhere to this 
etermination, We are ſorry to inform you, that the' preſent 
Iiſpolition of the government of this country appears to be as 
nfriendly towards ours as ever, and that we have very little pro · 
pect of ſucceeding in our miſſion. 

We have the honour to be s 
Tour moſt obedient humble ſervants, - 
CHARLES CoTESWORTH PINCKNBY, 
. MansHALL ' * 9 
+ GERRY, | 


Colonel Pickering, 


tt. _ — 


... Mas. FT: | 
Dear Sir, li Paris, Dec. 24, 1797. 
WE have not yet received any anſwer to our official letter to 
he miniſter of foreign affairs, dated the 11th of laſt month; and 
mentioned in No. III.; but reiterated attempts have been made to 
"gage us in negotiation with perſons not officially authorized ; 
nd you will find by the exhibits marked A, B, C, herewith 
nt, ſome important information relative to the views and inten- 
ons of the French government with reſpe& to ours. We are 
il of opinion, that if we were to remain bere for fit months 
"mer, without we were to ſtipulate the payment of magey, and 
Ee 2 a great 
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a great deal of it, ln ſome ſhape or other, we ſhould not be a 
to effectuate the objects of our miſſion, ſhould, we be even og 
cially reccived; unleſs the projected attempt on England ws 


fail, or a tutal change take place in the Prue wha at preſey d 
irect the affairs of this government. In this ſituation of n t 
ters, we are determined, by the 10th of next month, ſhoul a 
ey remain as they. are, to tranſmit another letter to the'minife, ft 

/ repreſenting, as far as may be expedient, the views of our . 
"yernrhient: 32M SATIN 4.0 CL We et? * Ic 
NS | We have the honour to be N 0 
15 7 Lour moſt obedient humble ſervants, al 
LL, + CHARLES COTESWORTH Pixexm w 

8-0 . MARSHALL. f 1 1 Ol 

| E. GERRY. — w 

Eby" 88 le 
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_.. ' [Encloſed in the Envy, Letter, No. IV.) 
N the 14th of December, M. X. called on me, in ord 
as he- ſaid, to gain ſome information relative to ſome lands 
— purchaſed by — for whom —. goon 
terwards General Marſhall came in, and then Mr. Gerry's c 
'-._....” riage drove into the yard. Here's Mr. Gerry,“ ſaid; Genen 
Marshall “ I am glad of it,” ſaid M. X. „ for. I wiſhed 
- meet! all of vu gentlemen, to inform you that M. V. ba 
another meſſage to you from M. Talleyrand.” I immediate 
expreſſed my ſurpriſe at it, as M. Talleyrand, M. V. and 
all knew our determingtion to have no farther communication! 
the ſubje& of our miſſion, with perſons not ofticially authoriaa 
He: replied, that determination was: made ſix weeks ago; and 
was preſumed that we had changed our opinion, I ſaid, thatl 
had not; and I did not believe my, colleagues had. At that n 
ment Mr. Gerry entered the room, and I privately acquaint 
him with the object of M. X.'s. viſit, . General Marſhall, 5 
Gerry, and myſelf, then withdrew into another room, and it 
mediately agreed to adhere to our former reſolution, M. X. 
then called in: when I acquainted him, in a few words, vb 
our determination,; and, Mr. Gerry expatiated more at large“ 
the propriety , of our acting in this; manner, and on the 
unprecedented way in which. we had been treated ſince our 4 
rival. 251 ö 0 , 
On the ' 20th. of December, a lady, who is well acquam 
With M. Talleyrand, expreſſed io me her concern that we ut 
itill in ſo unſettled a ſituation; „But, adds ſhe, **.yhy will 
not lend us money? If you would but make us loan, 
matters would be adjuſted :?.and ſhe added, When you 
1 a 4 R contend 
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. ontending for your revolution, we lent you money.” I men- 
tioned the very great difference there was between the ſituation of 
the two countries at that period and the preſent; and the, yery 
diferent circumſtances. under which the loan was made us, and 
the loan demanded from us. She replied—“ We do not. make 
a demand; we think it more delicate that the offer ſhould come 
from you. But M. Talleyrand has mentioned to me (who am 
ſurely not in his confidence) the neceſſity of your making us a 
Joan; and I know that he has mentioned it to two. or three 
others, and that you have been informed of it. And I will 
aſſure you, that if you remain here ſix months longer, you 
would not advance a ſingle ſurther in your negotiation with- 
out a loan.” —** If that is the caſe,” I replied, © we may as 
well go away now.”—* Why that poſſibly,” ſaid ſhe, might 
lead to a rupture, which you had better avoid; for we know we 
have a very conſiderable party in America, who are ſtrongly in 
dur intereſt,” There is no occaſion to enter into a further detail 
of the converſation. I have only noted this part of it as ex- 
preſſive of what I believe (as far as relates to the loan and part 
in America in their favour) to be the ſentiments of ho meh 
government with regard to us. 


CuARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNBEY-» 


Dec. 21, 1797. 
| Exhibit B. 
[Encloſed in the Envoys' Letter, No. IV.] 


EXTRACT from General Marſhall's Journal, Dec. 17, 1797. 
-I ſtepped into Mr, Gerry's apartment, where I. ſaw M. I. 
He expreſſed his regret at having been diſabled to dine with us 
at M. de Beaumarchais', by an inveterate tooth-ach. He then 
aſked me whether I had ſeen M. de Beaumarchais lately: I told 
him, not ſince he dined with us; and that he had left us much 
en He then obſerved, that he had not known till lately 
that | was the advocate for that gentleman in his cauſe againſt 
the ſtate of Virginia; and that M. de Beaumarchais, in conſe- 
quence of that circumſtance, had expreſſed ſentiments 'of high 
regard for me. I replied, that M. de Beaumarchais' cauſe was 
of great magnitude, very uncertain iſſue, and, conſequently, that 
a portion of the intereſt he felt in it would very naturally be tranſ- 
ferred to his advocate, He immediately ſaid (low and apart) 
that M. de Beaumarchais had conſented, provided his claim 
could be eſtabliſhed, to ſacrifice fifty thouſand pounds ſterling or 
it, as the private gratification which had been required of us, ſo 
that the gratification might be made without any actual loſs to the 
merican government. I anſwered, that a gratification on any 
I f a terms, 
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terms, or in any form, was a ſubject which we approached wit 
much fear and difficulty, as we were not authorized by our py. 
vernment to make one; nor had it been expected that one work 
de neceſſary ; that I could not undertake to ſay whether my co. 
leagues would conſent to it in any ſtate of things; but Teonld un. 
dertake to fay, no one of us would conſent to it unlefs it un 
preceded or accompanied by a full and entire recoghnitwiy of the 
claims of our citizens, and a ſatisfactory arrangement oh th 
objects of our miſſion, He faid it was in the expectation of 
that event only that he mentioned it. We parted ; and I fate 
the converſation to General Pinckney, who was diſinclined to 
any ſtipulation of the ſort, and conſidered it as a renewal of the 
old reptobated fyſtem of indirect, unauthorized negotiation, 

Having been originally the counſel of M. de Beaumirchais 
J had determined, and fo I informed General Pinckney, that! 
would not, by my voice, eſtabliſh any agreement in his favour; 
but that I wonld poſitively oppoſe any admiſſion of the claim d 
any French citizen, if not accompanied with the 'admiffion d 
the claims of the American citizens of property captured 20 
condemned for want of a role d"thuipage. ' My reaſon for tot- 
ceiving that this ought to be ſtipulated expreſsly, was à come. 
tion that, if it was referred to commiſſioners, it would be com- 
mitting abſolutely to chance as complete a right as any indivi- 
als ever poſſeſſed, General Pinckney was againſt admitting the 
claim at any rate. | | 

After my return, Mr. Gerry came into my room, and toll 
me that M. V. had called on him, to accompany him on: 
viſit to M. Talleyrand ; that he propoſed ſeeing M. Talleyrand 
and returning the civility of the dinner; and 'endeavouring 10 
bring about ſome intercourſe between him and us. 5 5 * 

| cc. 18. 


General Pinckney and Mr. Gerry met in my room ; u 
Mr. Gerry detailed to us the converſation mentioned in our pub 
lic letter. The propoſition relative to the claim of M. & 
Beaumarchais is entirely different from my underſtanding of | 
in the very brief ſtatement made to me by M. V. We refolie 
that we would rigidiy adhere to the rule we had adopted, b 
enter into no negotiation with perſons not formally authorize 
to treat with us. We came alſo to the determination to prepatt 
a letter to the miniſter of foreign relations, itating the object d 
our miſſion, and diſcuſſing the ſubjects of difference betwen 
the two nations, in like manner as if we had been actually & 
ceived; and to cloſe the letter with requeſting the govem 
ment to open the negotiation with us, or to grant us @ 
paſſports. 
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ith _ Exhibit C. > SY 
oy [Encloſed in the Eubeys Letter, No. IV.] | 

col. þ | Der. 13. 
vn- MR. Gerry, accidentally calling on General Pinckney, 
vn und M. X, and was ſoon informed that his object was ws 
the obtain another interview between the miniſters M, Y. on 
the he affairs of their miſſion. General Marſhall happening alſo 
1 of o be there, we retired into another room, and immediately 


reed to adhere to our former determination, not to have any | 
ore informal communication, M. X. having been called in, 
xncral Pinckney briefly communicated. our determination: and 
{r. Gerry obſerved, that he was much hurt by this propoſi- 
on; that the miniſters had already proceeded farther in this 
ode of communication than perhaps they could juſtify; that 
hey had refuſed, ſix weeks ago, to renew it; and that ſome” 
ecard ought to be paid to their feelings, which had been ſuf- 
ently mortified ; that the propoſition was diſreſpeAful to the 
nvoys, as it betrayed a belief that they had loſt a ſenſe of 
heir dignity, and were indeed incompetent to their office 3 
hat, had there been but one envoy extraordinary, he ought 
o have had an audience in a few days; and that for three to 
main between two and three months in this ſituation, was 
oo humiliating, too debaſirſg, for any nation to ſubmit to it; 
hat, for his own part, had he been ſent to any other nation in 


toll urope, with two other envoys, he would not have conſented 
on 4 o have remained in ſuch a ſtate ten days; that, knowing the 
rand, eat deſire of the governmant and nation of the United States 


o be at peace with France, he had, with his colleagues, ſub- 
nitted to this indignity, at the riſk of the ſevere cenſure of the 
ormer. Having alſo inquired of M. X. at what time M. 


and alleyrand could be ſeen, the former ſaid, he would inquire 
- pubs M. V. who on the 16th, in the evening, ſent, in Mr. Ger- 
* s abſence from his lodgings, a billet, as follows: | 
6 

fol M. V. has the honour to preſent his reſpects to 
d, r. Gerry, to inform him that he will have the honour to 
rizel ait on him to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, to go toge- 
part er to the miniſter of foreign relations. 88 
& d « He is, with reſpect,“ &c. 

t weed | . | 

ly * On the morning of the 19th, M. V. came in while Mr. 
wert- erry was at breakfaſt, not having received an, anſwer to- his 
;s 00 ote; and Mr, Marſhall coming in, M. V. took him aſide, 


ud conferred with him a conſiderable time; after which, the 

ormer and the reſt of the family left the room, and M. V. 

4 Mr. Gerry beipg together, Mr, G. told him, that his. — 
| "OY 
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ject in ſceing M. Talleyrand was to return a civility, by u. 
queſting him to fix a day for dining with Mr, G. who intended 
io inzite his colleagues; by this interview to promote, if 

ſible, a better underſtanding between the miniſter and the Amen. 
can envoys: and Mr. G. alfo propoſed to confer with the mi. 
niſter on the diſagreeable ſituation the envoys were in, and u 
ſtate to him ſome reports which appeared to be faunded, 1. 
ſpecting a propoſition before the Directory for ſending off al 
Americans in a ſhort period; but Mr. Gerry added, that he 
could not hear a word on the ſubject of the miſſion, or the preli 
minaries to a negotiation ; as the envoys had determined una 
mouſly againſt any informal communications on the ſubjed. 
M. V. in anſwer, ſaid, that Mr. Marſhall had juſt heard him on 
a ſubject of this kind; and that we might conſider it as he did, 
merely as a converſation between ourſelves. He then ſtated, 
that two meaſures which M. Talleyrand propoſed being adopted 
2 reſtoration of friendſhip between the republics would follo 
immediately; the one was a gratuity. of fifty thouſand pound 
ſterling, the other a purchaſe of thirty-two millions of Duc 
reſcriptions; that as to the firſt, M. de Beaumarchais had u. 
ceived, in a cauſe depending in Virginia, between that ſtate and 
himſelf, 145, oo0l. ſterling ; that there was an appeal from the 
judgment; that he would ſign an act to relinquiſh forty-in 
thouſand pounds, if the whole ſhould be finally recovered 
leaving only one hundred thouſand pounds for himſelf ; that te 
forty-five thouſand pounds might accrue to the United States 
who would, in that caſe, loſe but a ſmall part of the fifty tha 
ſand pounds; that the purchaſe of ſixteen millions of reſem- 
tions would amount to but one million three hundred 1 
thirty-three thouſand pounds fix ſhillings and eightpence itf- 
ling; which, with an intereſt of five per cent. would be cer 
tainly paid by the government of Holland to the United State, 
and leave them without any loſs; that more than half the fun 
may now be hired in Holland, on the credit of the reſcnp 
tions, and an eaſy arrangement be made for paymefit by ſhat 
inſtalments, which might be obtained alſo by a loan; that ft 
was worthy the attention of the envoys is conſider whether, U 
fo ſmall a ſacrifice, they would eſtabliſh a peace with Franc 
or whether they would rifk the conſequences; that if nothing 
could be done by the envoys, arrangements would be made font 
with to ravage the coaſts of the United States by frigates froll 
St: Domingo; that ſmall ſtates which had ' offended Fran 
were ſuffering by it; that Hamburgh, and other cities in WING. 
quarter, would, within a month or two, have their gore 4 
ments changed; that Switzerland would . undergo the faire op 
ration; and that Portugal would probably be in a worſe pi 
dieament: that the expedition againſt England. would be * 
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iy purſued ; and that the preſent period was the moſt fa- 
rable, if we wiſhed to adopt any meaſure for a pacifi- 
jon. 
Mr. Gerry, in anſwer, ſaid, that if the French were diſ- 
ſed to purſue with vengeance the United States, they * 
chaps ravage their coaſts, and injure them in this way, but 
never could ſubdue them: the meaſure he thought utterly 
practicable, even if attempted by France and her allies. To 
ich M. Y. aſſented. Mr. Gerry obſerved farther, that the 
iges alluded to would undoubtedly cloſely connect the United 
tes and Great Britain, and prevent the former from returning 
the friendſhip which they have ever had for France; that as 
the propoſitions, he ſhould expreſs no opinion on them ; 
t his ſituation, and that of his colleagues, was extremel 
Fcult ; that the Directory was excluſively prejudiced againſt 
government of the United States, and conſidered them as 
friends of Great Britain; that if the envoys could have an 
portunity of being heard, they could remove ſuch impreſ- 
s, and ſhow that the government were the friends of France 
much as of Great Britain; but that the envoys were now in 
moſt painful ſituation ; that they were treated, in the eyes 
all Europe, and of the American government and nation, 
h the utmoſt contempt, and were ſubmitting to 7 — 
ich they could not reconcile to their feelings, or juſtify to 
it conſtituents. | e g 
v. ſaid, that the obſervations were juſt; but that the Ame- 
an envoys had not experienced worſe treatment than other mi- 
ters, nor, indeed, as bad; that the envoy of Portugal was 
in ordered to depart; and that but little ceremony was ob- 
ed to the envoys in general. M. V: and Mr. Gerry then 
k a ride to M. Talleyrand's bureau, who received them | 
ly: and, after being ſeated, Mr. Gerry obſerved to M. 
leyrand, in Engliſh, ſlowly, that M. V. had ſtated to 
that morning ſome propoſitions as coming from M. Tal- 
rand, reſpeting which Mr. G. could give no opinion: 
t his object at this interview was, to requeſt of him in- 
mation whether he wquld-fix a time for taking a; dinner with 
„Gerry, at which he propoſed to invite his colleagues; 
he wiſhed for more frequent interviews of ſome kind 'or 
We" between himſelf and the envoys, conceiving that many 
ginary difficulties which obſtructed the negotiation would 
iſh by this means; and that thoſe which were real would 
ſurmounted: that conceiving the delicate part which the 
ilter of France had to act at this time, he did not wiſh 
Talleyrand to accept the invitation, if it would ſubject 
to inconveniencies : that he wiſhed to ſpeak on another 
ol. VII. „ 3 | ſubject, 
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ſubjeQ, and, it was painful to him to acknowledge thae | 


precarious ſituation of the envoys was ſuch as to render it in 
poſſible for them; to take meaſures for decent Arrangement 
that a, ſhort time ſince he had ſuppoſed meaſures were taking 


fapyourable turn; but that lately he had received, from varia L 
quarters,. information. of a, report made b the miniſter of WI 
interior, and under the conſideration of the DireQory, deu 
ſending all Americans from Paris in twenty-four hours; that the 
could not be reſponſible for the truth of the information; bu WM” 

cared to him, as well from the various quarters from whit * 


it came, as from the intelligence of the perſon who gave it, 
be. highly probable ; thats ff this was the caſe, it = ann 
ary for, the Directory, as he conceived, to paſs any. arrh 

as it reſpected the 2 for that they would a from | 
ris Whenever it was hinted as the wiſh of the DireQon 
that, for his own part, he ſhould feel more at eaſe until 
were received, to reſide in a city of ſome other, nation th 
ve: France; Ly, dun e Paris on notice that the! 
ectory were di to open the negotiation. 
M. 'Talleyrand peared. to be oy red at this decla 
tion, but avoided ſaying a word on it. He ſaid, that f 
information, M. Y. had 'given me was juſt, and might alm 
be relied on; but that he wauld reduce to writing his propel 
tions, which he accordingly did; and after he had ſhown the 
to Mr. Gerry, he bucnt the paper. The ſubſtance was a8 f 
lows, - (See No. 1. below.) | Ae” 
He then faid, that, he accepted. of the invitation; that 
would dine with him the decade aſter the preſent, in which 
Mr, Gerry;did ndt repeat all that he had faid to M. V.! 
ing no doubt he would communicate the whole to M. Tal 
rand. And, after expreſſing a friendſhip for the French rep 
lic, and a warm defire to renew the former attachment 0! ! 
two .republics,, which M. Talleyrand; warmly reciprocal 
Mr. Gerry bia M. Talleyrand adieu, leaving with him M. J. 


— — 


TN hot „ © A We, 
That the envoys. ſhould- come. forward: generally, and 
1% France. has been ſerviceable. to the United States, and 8 
they wiſh- to be. ſerviceable. to France: underſtanding that 
French republiq has: ſixteen millions of Dutch xeſcriptont 
ſell, the. Upited States will purchaſe them at par, and ch 

give her facther aſſſſtanee when in their: power. ö 
1 The. firſt artangement being made, the French governty 
will take meaftires for reimburſing the equitable demand 


/ 
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merica, ariſing from prizes, ans to oY free navigation to 
ir ſhips in future,” 


-Y Mi — — 


ments ; — No. v. 
Dear Sir, 
of n WE embrace an unexpected 


Paris, Jan. 8, 1798. 
portunity to ſend you'the Re- 


teur of the 5th inſt, containing the meſſage of the DireAt 
0 the Council of Five Hundred, urging On r ot 
j „to declare as good prize all neutral ſhips, havin 


rchandiſes and commodities, the production of . NT or 
the Engliſh poſſe ſſions, that the flag, as they term it may 74 
nger cover the property; and declaring farther, that the 
rance, except in caſe of diſtreſs, ſhall be mut again at 
tral ſhips, which, in the courſe of their ag + 1h e 
A hed at an Engliſh * A commiſſion has 8 6 
wwe report on the meſſa ge, and it is expeRted that a 
palſed in conformity %. 
he Noting new has occurred fince our laſt, in date of ult. 
ſe can only re that there exiſts no hope of our bet of- 
ay received by this Ie or that the the odjects of bur 
on will be in ny * wa 
We have. the honour 1 be, with great refpe(t, 


1 iy? ſt obedient ſervants, 
* ARLES COTESWORTH n. 
of * Maz$SHALL. * 
Gunay, 
11 I. Pickering, Eſt 
uch 


ſcript to a Triplicate of hs — Letter, No. v. e 
goth March 1798. . 
THE law above-mentioned has been paſſed unanimouſl y by 
| Council of Five Hundred, and we encloſe a journal Ing 
ming the account. There is no doubt but that it will be 
opted without oppoſition by hi Council of Ancients, 


8 


. to the Council of Five 2 * "7 N C | 
, Tear (4th Jon. 1798 


Cizens eee 

ON this day, the 15th of Nivoſe, and at the — Tf 
ch the Executive Directoty addreſſes this meſſage 9 mk mg 
unicipal adminiſtrators, the juſtices of Agr » the com- 


lries of the *. and the ſuperinte of the cuf- 
Ffa tons, 


OF Bao 
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toms, are proceeding in all the chief places of the department 
in all the ports, and in all the principal communes of the repub⸗ 
lic, to ſeize the Engliſh merchandiſe now in France, or intro 
duced into its territory, in contravention of the law of the 1 
Brumaire, 5th year (OQober 31, 1796). a 
Such is the firſt act by which, now that peace is given to the 
continent, the war declared long ſince againſt England is aba 
to aſſume the real character that becomes it. The French yi 
not ſuffer a power which ſeeks to found its proſperity upon the 
- misfortune of other nations to raiſe its commerce upon the mi 
of that of other ſtates, and which, aſpiring to the dominion d 


fl 
th 


the ſeas, wiſhes to. introduce every where the articles of ben 
own manufacture, and to receive nothing from foreign ind effec 
try—any longer to enjoy the fruit of its guilty ſpeculations. thei 
The Engliſh government has kept in pay, during the u com 
the coaleſced forces, with the produce of its manufaQures, ele: 
has violated all the principles of the law of nations, in ordert 8 
ſhackle the relations of neutral powers; it has cauſed to ii 
ſeized the proviſions, corn, and commodities, which it ſuppoldifhdfi me! 
to be deſtined for France : it has declared contraband eyery thing 
which it thought could be uſeful to the republic; it deſired if 
ſtarve it. —Al] the citizens call for fone 3 
When it had to ſear the capture of veſſels ſailing under hill 
ag, it g de, foreign captains to induce them to take on boa M. 
en veſſels 3 merchandiſe, and thus to introduce it, 
ſtratagem, by fraud, or otherwiſe, intp other ſtates, and lp c 
cially into the French republic. 13 
The neutral powers ſhould have e that; by this ce 
duct, their merchants took part in the war, and that they - | 
aſſiſtance to one of the belligerent powers. A 
We ſerve a party as well when we procure for it the means Par 
augmenting its forces, as when we unite ourſelves to thoſe wh { 
it has. The neutral powers ſhould have perceived that Engla 
by ſtopping the veſſels of other powers, laden in their reſpedl 
rts, and deſtined for France, by permitting articles com 
| — her own manufaQories alone to circulate, aimed at anfl 


cluſive commerce, and that it would be neceſſary to ſeek 
tion for ſuch an attempt. | 
The ordinance of the marine, and the regulations of 17 
have declared lawful prize the veſſels and their cargoes in wi 
is found Engliſh merchandiſe belonging to enemies, Thele pt 
viſions ſhould be extended ; the intereſt of Europe requires lf 
The Directory thinks it urgent and neceſſary to paſs a la, 
claring that the character of veſſels, relative to their quali 
neutral or enemy, ſhall be determined by their cargo, and! 
cargo ſhall. be no longer covered by the flag; in conſequenm 
' that every veſſel found at ſea, having on board Engliſh prov 


p74 
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aud merchandiſe as her cargo, in whole or in part, ſhall be de- 

clared lawful prize, whoſoever may be the proprietor of theſe 
proviſions or merchandiſe : which ſhall be reputed contraband, 
tor this cauſe alone, that they come from England or her pol- 


ſeſſions, % 


the caſe of diſtreſs, the ports of the republic ſhall be ſhur to all 
foreign veſſels, which, in the courſe of their voyage, ſhall have 
entered thoſe of England. The Executive DizeQory requeſts 
you, citizens repreſentatives, to adopt theſe meaſures, No neu- 
tral or allied power can miſtake their object, nor complain of 
them, unleſs it be already abandoned to England. The infallible 
ect of the meaſure is to enhance the value of the produce of 
their own ſoil and induſtry, to increaſe the proſperity of theic 
commerce, to repel every thing that comes from England, 
eſſentially to influence the concluſion of the war. 1 

Such are the matives which induce the Executive Directory to 
invite you, citizens repreſentatives, to take the object of this 
meſſage into the moſt prompt conſideration. | 
(Signed) P. Baznras, Preſident. _ 

LAGARDE, Secretary-general. 


Maſage of the Prefident of the United States to both Houſes of 
; Congreſs, May 4, 1798. RAE a+ 5, 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the $47 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

] NOW tranſmit to Congreſs copies of all the communications 
from our envoys extraordinary received ſince their arrival in 


Paris, excepting thoſe before preſented by me to both Houſes. » 
United States, May 4, 1798. Joan Apaus. 


—_— 


Dear Sir, | Paris, Fbruary 7, 1798. 

WE tranſmit to you in this encloſure our laſt letter to'the mi- 
niſter of foreign relations; though dated the 17th ult. it was not, 
on account of the time taken to tranſlate ſo long a letter, delivered 
till the 31ſt, In our communications here, although we have, 
agreeably to your inſtructions, written in our own language, we 
at the ſame time have taken the - precaution, leſt our meaning 
ſhould be miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood, to accompany them 
with an accurate tranſlation. We have not yet received any an- 
lwer to this communication, and, ſhould no notice be taken of it 
n 2 few days, we ſhall apply in a more explicit manner for our 

paſſports, | | 
The 


[t would be uſeful to declare, at the ſame time, that, in 


* „„ al. A Aa — 
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The Councils have paſſed the decree mentioned in No. V. 3 
having been recommended by the Directory to capture and con. 
demn all neutral veſſels laden in part, or in whole, with the ms. 
nuſactuxes or productions of England, or its oſſoſpon We en- 
clofe you the official copy of the report on that fubjeR, and ſhall 
xepreſent to this government the injuſtice and injury which it 
3 nyt vine occaſion us. "EE HAN * 

We have the honour to with great reſpect, . 
obedicat humble ſervants, al | * 

Caartes COTESWORTH Piuckutr 
» MARSMALL. Bs 
e ad tr. 1 - GERRY- 
Calonel Pickering, Sccrctary of the United States, 


4 Te the Afinifter of Foreign Affairs of the French Republic. 

| Citizen Minifter,  * 5 fats 

THE «underſigned envoys extraordinary and mipiſters plegj- 
potentiacy'from the United States of America to the French u. 
public, have been hitherto reftrained by the, expectation of en- 
tering en the objects of their miſſion in the forms ufual among 


nations, from addreſſing to the Executive Directory, through 


you, thofe explanations and e * ww * 
charged by the government they repreſent. If this expeRati 

is to be relinquiſhed, yet the wn Dro wiſh of the United Stute 
to reſtore that harmony 'between the two republics, which they 
have fo unremittingly fought to preſerve, readers it the duty af 
the underſigned to lay before the !government of France, however 
informal the communication may be deemed, ſame conſideratior 

in addition 40 thoſe already ſubmitted, relative to the lublillng 
—— between the 8 41 W 

and gepeatedly have France and America intere 

unequivocal teſtimonials of reciprocal regard, Theſe teſtimomals 
were given by the United States with att the ardour and ſinceritj of 
youth. It is ſtill believed, that on the part of France they were 
like wiſe the offspring of xcal eſteem. They were couſideredon 
the other fide of the Atlantic as evidencing a mature friendſbip 10 
de as durable as the republics themſelves. Unbappily the ſcene 
changed; and America looks around in vain for the ally ot tht 


friend. The contraſt both of language and of condudt which the 
preſent ſo avowedly-exhibits to a portion of the paſt, has bern f- 


edly attributed by France to a diſpoſition alleged to exilt is 
— government of the Upited States, unfzicadly to this republic, 
und partial rowards.its enemies. 1 
That government, aſtoniſhed at à reproach ſo unfqunded in 
ſact, ſo contradicted by its declarations and its ow 
22 - *  arce 
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V. a ; 

eo. A e y conſider this charge as ſerious, and has ever cheriſhed the 
en oc, that a candid review of its cunduct, founded an the do- 
ene, and alded by the arguments with which the Executive 
tal Directory has been furniſhed, would have reſcued it from the in- 


urious ſuſpicion. This hope ſeems not to have been realized. 
e underſigned, therefore, deem it proper to precede: their ap- 
lication for that juſtice which they claim from France, by an 
fort to remove the cauſe, which is alleged to have produced the 
pjuries of which they complain. With this view, they pray 
ie attention of the Executive Directory to a ſerious and candid 
onſideration of the leading meaſures adopted by the govern- 
nent of the United States, and they perſuade themſelves, that, 
however various and multiplied the channels may be through 
hich miſinformation, D the diſpoſitions of that go- 
mment, may have been received, yet this reconſideration mult 
temove unfounded. prejudices, and entirely exculpate the American 
ration from an accuſation it knows to be unfounded, and believes 

de ſupported by no ſingle fact. 2 
When that war which has been waged with ſuch unparalleled 
fory, which, in its vaſt viciffitudes of fortune, has alternately 
reatened the very exiſtence of the conflicting parties, but which, 
d its progreſs, has ſurrounded France with ſuch ſplendour, and 
ded {till more to her glory than her territory - hen that war firſt 
involved thoſe nations with whom the United States were in ha- 
bits of friendly intercourſe, it became incumbent on their go- 
mment to exawihe their fituations, their connexions, and their 
duties, America foand herſelf at peace with all of the belligerent 
powers, She was connected with ſome of them by treaties of 
a and commerce, and France by a treaty of alliance. alſo. 
e ſeveral treaties were conſidered with the moſt ſerious at- 


pr tention, and with a ſincere wiſh to determine, by fait conſtruction, 
of WW bigations which they really impoſed. The reſult of this in- 
5: Quiry was a full conviction, that her engagements by no means 
5 bound her to take part in che war, but left her ſo far the miſtreſs 


of her own conduR, as to berat perfect liberty to obſerve a ſyſ- 
em of real 'neutrality.. It is deemed r analyſe thoſe 
treaties in ordet to ſupport the. propriety of this deciſion, becauſg 
is not recolleed,ever to have been queſtioned, and is believed 
dot to admit of doubt. e E 
Being bound by no duty to enter into the war, the govern- 
vent of the United States conceived itſelf bound by duties the 
woſt ſacred to abſtain from it. Contemplating man, even in a 
Uerent ſociety, as the friend of man, a tate of peace, though 
ſtipulated by treaty, was conſidered as impoſing obligations 
Kt to be wantonly violated. 2 | ; 
Theſe obligations, created by the laws of nature, were in ſome 

| inſtances 
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inſtances ſtrengthened by ſolemn exiſting engagements, of which 
good faith required a religious obſervan eee. 
To a ſenſe of moral right, other conſiderations of the greateſ * 
magnitude were added, which forbade the government of the 
United States to plunge them unneceſſarily into the miſeries d 
the bloody conflict then commencing. The great nations of Eu. 
rope, either impelled by ambition, or by exiſting or ſuppoſe 
political intereſts, peculiar to themſelves, have ſd mom 
than a third of the preſent century in wars. Whatever cauſe 
may have produced ſo, affecting an evil, they cannot be ſuppoſed 
have been entirely extinguiſhed, and humanity can ſcarcely in- 
dulge the hope, that the temper or condition of man is ſo altered 
as to exempt the next century from the ills of the paſt. | Strong 
fortifications, powerful navies, immenſe armies, the accumulated 
wealth of ages, and a full population, enable the nations of Eu, 
rope to ſupport. thoſe wars in which they are induced to engage, 
by motives which they deem adequate, and by intereſts incl. 
| ſively their own. In all reſpeQts different is the ſituation, of the 
United States; poſſeſſed of an extenſive unſettled territory, on whicl 
bountiful Nature has beſtowed with a laviſh hand all the capacitiq 
for future legitimate greatneſs, they indulge no thirſt for cot- 
queſt, no ambition for the extenſion of their limits, Encircled 
by no dangerous powers, they neither fear nor are jealous d 
their neighbours, and are not, on that account, obliged to am 
for their own ſafety, Separated from Europe by a valt and 
friendly ocean, they are but remotely, if at all, affected by thole 
intel which agitate and influence this portion of the globe 
Thus circumſtanced, they have no motive for a voluntar wat 
On the contrary, the moſt powerful conſiderations urge them i 
avoid it. An extenſive and undefen 100 commerce, peculi 
neceſſary to a nation which does not manufacture for itſelf, whid 
is, and for a long time to come will be, almoſt e 
cultural, would have been its immediate and certain victim. 
ſurplus produce of their labour muſt have periſhed on theif handy 
and that increaſe of population ſo eſſential to a young country, 
muſt, with their proſperity; have ſuſtained a ſerious check, Theit 
exertions, too, would not have been conſiderable, unleſs the wit 
had been transferred to their own boſoms. & fot. 

Great as are the means and reſources of the United States for 
. ſelf-defence, it is only in ſelf-defence that thoſe reſources can be 
completely diſplayed. Neither the genius of the nation, vor 8 
ſtate of its finances, admit of calling its citizens from the plo 
but to defend their own liberty and thei? own fire-ſides. Hos ick 
criminal muſt have been that government, which could hat 
' plunged its conſtituents in a war, to which they were neithe 
impelled by duty or ſolicited by intereſt ; in which they commi ; 
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much to hazagd; in which, they muſt ſuffer in ander to act eff 
ently, and could only diſplay their energy too in repelling in- 
jon? But motives ſtill more powerful than the ee 


— +3 


And, 


1 moment hays influenced the government of ON . 
|t was perhaps impaſſible to have engaged atarily.in thi 
7 ſting canli. without launching into the: almoſt, boundleſs. 
fed an of European politics, Wi 1 
ju&t, and forming cloſe political - conngxiongy ut 
auſez - eee 1 
ſed o Il the future quarzels of Europe, Along train ot. 
T {-bts, 20d. taxes, checking the grome ng 
ten ing the liberty of the United States, muſt 


addition to. 


14 1 


ming a party in the war. ; ola 20000 
The determination then of the government of che, Uni 
preſerve that neutral ſtation in which the wur tpung 


am om manifeſting A partiality for the enemies 1 was. 
Nr ly a meaſure of juſtice 10 itſelf and others, and did not even. 


ogate from that ilection for this republic, hich it has ſo. 
peatedly expreſſi and. diſpla ed. Having avowed; this deter, 
ination, increaſed, motives a4 honour aud; of: duty comganded 

faithful obſervance. It is not a principle which, Ny 


ſettled, that a fraudulent neutrality is no neutrality at all; and, 
at the nation which would be admitted to its privileges, mult. 
ſo perform the duties it enjoins. Had the government of the. 


nited States, declaring itſelf neutral, indulged its partiali ties 
y granting favours ipulated by treat , to one of the dell | 


it powers, which it refuſed to another, it could ng lar ger 
we claimed the immugities of a ſituation of which the. 
ns were forgotten ; it would 


have. become a party to the r 


certainly ag if war had, openly and formally declared; 
* d it would have addi 22 2 of wantonly sing 
ch hazardous confi, x Ep oa, of inſincere frau 
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nity may feplore the - «a of this neee chere is perla 
nv due 0 hich man has more unive ally aſſented, or to unn 
juriſts have mare uniformly agreed. Its theory and its prac 
| ele untappily heen maintamed in all ages. This Ti 
may be exerciſed' on the goods of an enemy wherever frond, 

leſs oppoſed by a ſuperior right, -It-yields dy common cove 

ſuperior right of a neutral nation to Peek, by virtue 

its ſovereignty, the goods of either of the belligerent powers i 

within its JuriſdiQion. But can this right of protection. 
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ted to be poſſeſſed by every government within its own limits 
a virtue of its abſolute ſovereignty, be communicated to a veſſel 
avigating the high ſeas? 

It is ſuppoſed that it cannot be ſo communicated ; becauſe the 
xcean being common to all nations, no abſolute ſovereignty can be 
cquired in it—the rights of all are equal, and muſt neceſſarily 
heck, limit, and reſtrain each other. The ſuperior right there- 

re of abſolute ſovereignty to protect all property within its own 

ritory, ceaſes to be ſuperior when the property is no longer within 
is own territory, and may be encountered by the oppoſing ac- 
nowledged right of a belligerent power to ſeize and confiſcate 
he goods of his enemy,” If the belligerent permits the neutral 
o attempt without hazard to himſelf, thus to ſerve and aid his 
nemy, yet he does not relinquiſh the right of defeating that 
tempt whenever it ſhall be in his power to defeat it. Thus it 
admitted that an armed veſſel may ſtop and ſearch at Tea a neu- 

| bottom, and may take out goods which are contraband of 
rar, without giving cauſe of ce, or being ſuppoſed in any 

ree to infringe neutral rights. But this practice could not be 
permitted within the rivers, harbours, or other places of a neutral, 
here its ſovereignty was complete. It follows then that the full 
ight of affording protection to all property whatever, within its 
wn territory, which is inherent in every government, is not 
ransferred to a veſſel” navigating the high ſeas. The right of a 


belligerent over goods of his enemy within his reach, is as com- 
plete as his right over contraband of war; and it ſeems a poſition 
hot eaſily to be * refuted, that a ſituation that will not protect the 
me, will not protect the other. A neutral bottom then does not 
f right, in - caſes where no compact exiſts, protect from his 
temy the goods of a belligerent power. ET” 1 
To this — — practice of nations has conformed, and 


de common underſtanding of mankind ſeems to have aſſented. 
Vattel, B. 3, Sect. 115, * poſitively, <* that effects belonging 
o an enemy, found on board a neutral ſhip, are ſeizable by the 
ights of war.“ | FR r 
Vattel is believed to be ſupported by the moſt approved writers 
dn the ſame ſubject. It is deemed unneceſſary to multiply citations 
to this point, becauſe France herſelf is ſuppoſed to have decided 
It, In her maritime ordonnance of the year 1744, which is con- 
lidered as having been in force in 1778, enemies goods in neutral 
dottoms generally are declared liable to ſeizure and confiſcation. 
From the operation of this rule are excepted the veſſels of Den- 
mark and the United Provinces, to whom ſpecial treaties ſecured 
the exception. In the ordonnance of the 26th of July 1778, the 
hrſt article of which is conſidered as forbidding the cruiſers of 
France to ſtop and bring into port neutral veſſels, having on board 
the goods of an enemy, a power is reſerved to revoke the privilege 
I granted 


parties to it, It did indeed, hold forth the promiſe of future wat 


its application to other nations. The ſtipulations. of that ily 
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2 to nentrals by that article, if the enemy ſhould a g 
the ſame privilege within {ix montlis from the publication of 1 
regulation. This clearly indicates a conviction that, the * 
tion from captures of the Ea of an enemy, which ſhow 
found on board the veſſel of a neutral power, not n 

ſuch exemption by treaty, was a privilege granted by, the ont 


ſ 
nance ; and that the mere reyocation of the oxdonnance would i | Fa 
liſh the privilege, and reſtore the ancient rule. It will not pi 
contended that France continued in a long courſe of practice eule 


of legiſlation oppoſed to her own opinion of the laws of net c 
It muſt then be conſidered as the opinion of France, that un 
the Jaw neutral bottoms afford no protection to the goods of hay 
enemy. This principle, thus admitted to have been etabli 
is ſuppoſed. by — to have been changed by the armed heut 
lity. A new law of nations, it is pretended, was introdyted 
the confederation; but who were the parties to that confederai 
and what was its object? The northern maritime powers united 
protect by orce, in their own bottoms, during the then exiſting : nce 
the goods of either and of all; the belligerent powers. The to 

& in its own nature was canfined with reſpect to ĩis object al 
its duration. It did not purport to change, nor could it cha 
permanently and univerſally, the rights of nations not becom 


rmanent, and more general engagemenis for the ſame, objed; 
t ſuch engagements were never formed. How then cant 
temporary and partial convention be conſidered, as altyring, u 
cally and generally, principles which have been, radica]ly aud v 
8 adepted, and in the modifications of which all have 
intereſt? Would France herſelf admit that a combination, fas 
as that which conſtituted neutrality, may xightfully change Woo 
law of nations, and eſtabliſh a.new code of unixerſal obligat 
It is believed that no nation on earth would more pealeveringh 
oppole ſuch an invaſion of its ſovereignt y ,* i 
| ere ſeems then to de no ſolid. ground for maintaining, | 
the general law of nations has been at all varied by the an 
neutrality. FO „nene 
It remains to inquire whether the treaties between France | 
the United States pledge either nation to aſſert and eſtabliſh le 
principle, that free bottoms make free goods. 
The treaty of amity and commerce, concluded che öh 
February 1778, ſtipulates reciprocally for the right of e 
with and protecting the goods of the enemy of either party in eat 
veſſels of the other, and in turn ſurrenders its own goods found 
the veſſels of an enemy ; but it contains no clauſe i | 
either party the duty of extending the principle, or of fuppoy 


are negative as well as affirmative, They {ſpecily 4 Tobe 
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t viliciesintenR& to be created, and the duties to be impoſed, as 
of t priviliges deſigned to be granted. Had it been intended that. 
nation ſhoul@ have been bound to maintain this principle in 
intercourſe witk others, or ſhould have been in any \ 
apacitated from ng Hy that intercourſe, without” 
previous admiſſion of the principle, a ſtipulation to that effe&- 
wid have been made. No ſuch ſtipulation having been made, 
parties cannot be-preſured to have intended it. Indeed it 

zuld have been madneſs in the United States, under their pre- 
it circumſtances, to have formed ſuch an agreement, re 
ing no expreſs — to this effect, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
have been implied. Nations forming a folemn compact which 
bt to regulate their conduct towards each other, which is to 
reſorted to for the ſtandard of adjuſting their differences, do 
leave to implication ſuch delicate and important points. In- 
, if a great principle not mentioned is permitted to be im- 
ed, the object of a written agreement, which is itſelf to evi- 
nee all the obligation it. creates, is totally defeated. But who 
to make the implication, and to what extent is implication to 
allowed? It is very cal] to perceive, that the doQrine of im- 
hing in contracts ſtipulations never formed, would deſtroy all 
ainty of conſtruction, and open a boundleſs field of contro- 
ny to the contracting parties. 1 | 

It reſults from the very nature of a contract which affects the 
thts of the parties, but not of others, and from the admiſſion 
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ply htereſſed In its eſtabliſhment. Tt is aq object 
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eſtabliſhed. The intereſts of the United States evulil not fail d 
produce the wiſh; their duty forbid them to indulge it, when 
ciding on a mere right. However ſolicitous America might be 
purſue all proper means, tending to obtain for this principle t 
aſſent of all or any of the maritime powers of Europe, ſhe now 
conceived the idea of obtaining that conſent by force. - 

The United States will — arm to defend their own right, 
neither their policy nor their intereſts permit them to arm, is 
order to compel a ſurrender of the rights of others. Theſe 
ather conſiderations, which have been ſubmitted to the gove 
ment of France, produced on the part of the United States 
deciſion, that their bottoms could not of right protect the go 
of a belligerent power from an enemy not bound to reſpet th 
principle. This decifion was founded on the moſt perſect cow 
viction that it was enjoined by the law of nations ; and that goo 
faith, reſpe& for truth, and for the duties of an upright 
honeſt judgment, render it indiſpenſable. This conviction 2 
mains unſhaken. If theſe arguments, which til} appear cor 
ſive to the American government, have not the ſame operation 
the judgment of France, they muſt at leaſt be ſufficient to eving 
the ſincerity with which that government hag ated; and. to pro 
that its conduct, in this [ was produced by a ſenſe of duy 
and not by any partiality for a nation againſt which it was, att 
time, conſiderably irritated by other cauſes. ki 
The underſigned, Citizen Miniſter, rely too implicitly on you 

candour and diſcernment, to apprehend that you wil S ma 
improperly the motives which on this eſſential point have influenc 
and guided the United States. - TR” 0 * 

The early deciſion of the American government on this ſub 
was immediately openly avowed, and amply ſupported by 
Jefferſon, the then ſecretary of ſtate; in his letter to Mr. Gen 12 
dated the 24th of July 1793, and in his letter to. Mr. Mom 
dated 16th of Auguſt in the ſame year. The arguments whi 
thoſe letters contain, were ſuppoſed to have ſatisfied the gore 
ment of France, ſince its miniſters in the United States no long 
controverted the principle they ſupported. Indeed thoſe an 
ments appeared too concluſive. to permit a doùbt concerning i 
ſucceſs Which would attend them. e 1 

In Auguft 1794, when Mr. Monroe, the then miniſter 
the United States to this republic, was received into the boſom «nt: 
the Convention, France obviouſly did not conſider the ache 
ledgment of this eſtabliſhed principle of the law of nations 
indicating a partiality towards her enemy. The language uſed a 
the occaſion could only have been uſed to the miniſter of a na 
whoſe friendſhip ag valued, and whoſe conduct had, eyince9 | 
ſincerity. of its profeſſions. It was then declared“ that 
bestell, the frankelt fraternity united in beck we dug 
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blies,“ and that “e their union would be for ever indiſſoluble.“ 
ele declarations, made long after America had avowed its neu- 
ity, and had avowed its acquieſcence under the principle that 
belligerent power, unreſtrained by particular treaty, may of 
ht take out of the bottoms of a neutral, the goods of its enemy, 
ied monſtrate that neither that neutrality nor that acquieſcence in- 
ed the want of a proper regard for France. The government 
the United States ſtill cheriſhes the hope, that this true and fair 
imate then made of its conduct, may ſoon be reſumed by a 
jon whoſe friendſhip it has aſſiduouſly and unremittingly culti- 
ed, by all thoſe means which good faith and juſtice would per- 


0 toi: it to uſe. . 
dener the diſcuſſion of this intereſting queſtion was-ſuppoſed to 


te bo cloſed, and France was believed to have been entirely 
t tent with that ſyſtem in which the United States found them- 
on es bound to perſevere, ſome complaints were made, not againſt 
0 principles adopted by the government, but againſt the applica- 
wy of thoſe principles to particular caſes ſuppoſed not to come 


hin them. The neutrality of the United States could not 
rnit prize to be made of thoſe veſſels belonging to nations with 
fn they were at peace, within their — 26g or by priva- 
ws fitted out in their own ports. Regulations to this effect 
re neceſſarily made, and to enforce the obſervance of thoſe 
lations was a duty not to be diſpenſed with. The right of 
of the belligerent powers to obtain the releaſe of a veſſel ca 
d under ſuch circumſtances, was as ſacred as the right of t 
| tor to a veſſel taken on the high ſeas, and which according to 
ſubj uſage of war was lawful prize. The United States were 
nd to reſpe& the rights of both, To do ſo, it was neceſſa 
tamine the facts; for which purpoſe, a tribunal, in, whic 


Morn \ parties might be fairly heard, was unavoidable, Some com- 
; whic ats were made of particular vexations, and each complaint has 
gore 6 8 attended to. It is believed to be unneceſſary to review 
Jonge ſeveral caſes, becauſe the underſigned are entirely perſuaded 
4 the explanations already given muſt have been completely ſatiſ- 


y. Should any one of them be ſtill conſidered as furniſhing 
iſter 


oſom 
ckno 


1005, 
aſed 


n, with the moſt ſincere deſite to attain truth, and to redreſs 
wrong, if any has been committed, 5 
Puring this period, the cauſes of complaint againſt France, 
ide part of the United States, were by no means inconſider- 


to be entirely unwarrantable, made upon it by the cruiſers 
is republic, 3 | 

hat | a the 9th of May 1793, the National Convention paſſed a' 
wo | e relative to the commerce of neutrals, the firſt article of 
ub WE" is in theſe words: The French ſhips of war and priva- 


ec for complaint, the | untlerſigned will proceed to its inveſti- 


heir commerce was not exempt from depredations, be- 


OL VII. H h teers | 


extent of the American continent for the ſucceſs of this ref 
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teets may ſtop and bring into the ports of the republic ſach t 
tral veſſels as ate loaded, in whole or in part, either with u 
viſions belonging to neutrals, and deſtined for enemies ports, 
with merchandiſe belonging to enemies.” In conſe 
the remonſtrances of the American miniſter, the Convention, 
the 23d of May, declared, that the veſſels of the United 
are not compriſed ia the regulations of the decree, of the g 
May.” On the 28th of the ſame month the Convention repeal 
the decree of the 23d; on the iſt July they re-eſtabliſhed i 
on the = July it was again 'repealed. Under the decree 
the gth May, the veſſels of the United States wete capt 
brought into the ports of France, and their cargoes diſpoſed 
Could this decree, Citizen Miniſter, be regarded otherwiſet 
as infringing the laws of nations, the rights of neutrals, and! 
particular engagements ſubſiſting between Frahce and the Uni 
States ? | 

When, on the 8th June in the ſame year, the Britiſh gom 
ment iſſued a ſimilar order, its injuſtice produced a fem 
throughout America, indicating ſtrong diſpoſitions immediatch 
oppoſe its exeeution by foree. The letter of Mr. Jefferſon, 
then ſecretary of ſtate, to the miniſter plenipotentiary i 
United States at London, dated the 7th September 1793, 
remonſtrating againſt the order of the zth June, contain 
much juſtneſs of ſentiment and ſtrength of argument, 23 to 
been quoted by your - predeceſſor in his letter to Mr, Monte 
the gth Match 1796. 3 | 
It cannot eſcape you, Citizen Miniſter, that the argumen 
Mr. Jefferſon, concerning the order of the 8th June; apply 
cluſively to the dectee of the gth May; and that to them a 
added thoſe arguments which are to be drawn from the 
of being abſolutely compelled, without any alternative, to 
with the cargoes in France, and thoſe alſo which are drawn 
the duties impoſed by an expreſs arid ſolemn treaty. 

Nothing can demonſtrate more concluſively the real tempt 
the United States, than the difference between the reception dns v 
to the decree of the Convention of the gth May, and that 
was given to the order of the Britiſh cabinet of the 8th Junt 

A large number of American veſſels, toò, were for & long! 
detained at Bourdeaux, very much to the injury of the on 
without aſſigning a motive for ſuch detention, or putting it i 
power of the government to conjecture the cents of a — 
which ſo deeply affected the intereſt of their fellow: ciit 
Theſe and other embarraſſments were experienced j but they 
not diminiſh the attachment of the United States to France 
the midſt of them, prayers were offered up through the 


The government feeling the ſame ſentiment, diſplayed it, 
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\ far as was compatible with the decent deportment required from 
nation not a party in the war, and profeſſing neutrality. Such 
auld not have been the conduct of a government and people in 
et unfriendly to France. | _ RL Tus 
Very ſtrong and juſt reſentments were at that time inſpired by 
hoſtile conduct of Britain, The inſtructions of June 1793. 
hereby American veſſels laden with proviſions for France were 
ought into the ports of Britain, there to {ell ſuch cargoes, or.ta 
ie ſecurity to ſell them in other 1 5 in amity with England, 
I the ſtill more offenſive order of November the 6th, in the 
e year, whereby veſſels laden with the produce of a French 
lony were ordered to be brought io for adjudication, added 
the pre-exiſting cauſes of mutual irritation, had produced ſuch 
ſtate of things, as to render it obvious, that the injuries com- 
ined of by America muſt be entirely done away, or that war 
as the inevitable canſequence. 
This ſtate of things was not ſo altered by the order of the 8th of 
muary 1794, revoking that of the 6th af November 1793, as 
promiſe a different reſult. But, as a nation preferring peace to 
ar, will ever make a peaceful demand of reparation for injuries 
ſtained, before that reparation is ſought by the ſword; and as 
policy of America has ever been, ** to purſue peace with un- 
mitting zeal, before the laſt reſource, which has fo often been 
: ſcourge of nations, and could not fail to check the advanced 
oſperity of the United States, was contemplated ;'' an envoy 
traordinary was deputed to his Britannic Majeſty : © .carryirg 
ith him a full knowledge of the exiſting temper and ſenſibiliiy 
his country, it was expected that he would vindicate its rights 
th firmneſs, and cultivate peace with ſincerity.” _ 
Truly deſirous as the American government were of preſerving 
ce with Britain, its determination was unalterable, not to pre- 
e it, nor to receive compenſation for injuries Ciftained, nor 
urity againſt their future commiſſion, at the expenſe of the 
alleſt of its ehgagements to France. Explicit and poſitive. in- 
Qions to this effect were given to Mr. Jay, and thoſe inſtruc 
dns were freely communicated to the miniſter of this republic, 
en at Philadelphia. The negotiation of the American envoy 
ninated in a treaty, in many reſpects deſirable to the United 
ates, 
But however deſirable its objects might be, the government of 
United States would not have heſitated to reject them, had 
deen accompanied with any ſtipulation violating or weakens» 
E its engagements to France. But it has been able to diſcern 
ſuch ſtipulation. The 25th article of that treaty guards the 
pts of this republic by the following clauſe ; 4 Nothing in this 
aty contained ſhall, however, be conſtrued to operate contrary 
lormer and exiſting public treaties with qther ſovereigus or 
H h 2 ſtates.“ 
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ſtates.” The treaty with France being © a former and exif 
ublic treaty,” and it being thus provided, ghat nothing conta 
in the treaty with Britain “ ſhould be conſtrued to operate 
trary to it,” the government of the United States did not g 
prehend that the treaty with Britain could be conſidered 
affecting its relations to France. But ſuch was its attention toj 
ally, that the inſtrument was, previous to its ratification, 
mitted to the conſideration of the miniſter of this republic, 
was invited to communicate freely to the government of 1 
United States ſuch obſervations upon it as he might judge prope 
Mr.' Adet, in a letter addreſſed to Mr. Randolph, dated: 12th Me 
ſidor, 3d year of the French republic (30th June 1395), e 
reſſes his ſenſe of this procedure in the following words: « Th 
Frank meaſure is to me a ſure —_— of the American goy 
ment towards France, and of the fidelity with which it al 
marks its conduct towards a faithful ally.” He then ſtated tha 
reflections to which the reading of the treaty had given bin 
The articles which relate to enemies goods in neutral bottoms, at 
mentioned without a comment. He contended that the lit d 
contraband was ſwelled ; and. that the 23d, 24th, and 25th arid 
of the treaty with Britain, ceded to that power advantages ine 
ſiſtent with the previous ceſſions to France. This letter w 
anſwered by Mr. Randolph on the 6th of July following, wi 
proves, that no article was enumerated in the liſt of contrabull 


in the treaty between the United States and Britain, which 
not of that deſcription previous to its formation; and independe 1 
of it, noticed briefly the ſubject of enemy goods in neutral \ ut 
toms; and demonſtrated, that the objections of Mr, Adet tot nc 
23d, 24th, and 25th articles, were entirely founded on a m nd, 
conſtruction of them. This miſconſtruction was ſo appar an 
that Britain has never claimed it, nor would the American co 
vernment ever have admitted it. The letter of Mr. Rande her 
cloſes the ſubje& of enemy contraband, and of enemy prop urt « 
taken out of neutral-bottoms, with a paragraph, to which, 6 2 
tizen Miniſter, your attention is ſolicited ; © Hitherto, howewth, dnt 
ſays he, © I have ſpoken upon principles of right: upon , 
other mga 1 ws and more eſpecially. upon thoſe of hardihip e 
injury to a friend, it ſhall be a topic of the negotiation now opc ie, 
ing between us. With the temper which will pervade the v 
of it, I cannot doubt, that ſome modification may be deviſch y th 
and it may be ſeparated from the general treaty, ſo as not to M 
delayed by it.” th 
It was then apparent, that the government of the United sue 
aQuated by that friendſhip which tranſcends the line of be. 


obligation, was willing gratuitouſly to releaſe her ally from th 
ſtipulations of a former treaty, which, in the courſe of ere 
were deemed to operate unfavourably to her. This readineſ 
2 couccl 


. 


ncede marks that friendſhip the more ſtrongly, as the ſituations 
\ which the two nations found themſelves could not have been un- 

reſcen, but was the very ſituation for which the article provides. 

he anſwer of Mr, Randolph concludes with requeſting an op- 
tunity to remove any remaining doubts, ſhould there be ſuch, 

farther explanation: no remaining doubts were ſtated ; and 

ercfore, as well as for its contents, the letter was believed to be 

tisfatory to Mr, Adet : and it was hoped that this government, 
well as that of America, would conſider the treaty with Britain 
an accommodation deſirable by the United States, and not diſ- 
hantageous to France. 

It is not eaſy to expreſs the chagrin felt by the American go- 
mment on learning that in this treaty the United States were 
ppoſed to have “ Knowingly and evidently ſacrificed their con- 
xion with this republic, and the moſt eſſential and leaſt con- 
ſted prerogatives of neutrality.” With the firmneſs of conſcious 
egrity, the United States aver, that they have never, knowingly, 
erificed or impaired their connexion with this republic nor the 
rogatives of neutrality ; but that they have,according to their 
ſt judgment, invariably ſought to preſerve both. 

The underſigned will endeavour faithfully to ſtate the impreſ- 
ns of the government they repreſent on this intereſting ſubject. 
he objections made to this treaty by your predeceſſor in office, 


rad his note to Mr. Monroe, dated 19th of Ventoſe, 4th year 
the French republic, one and indiviſible (gth March 1790), 
! bo iſ, That the United States, beſides having departed from the 
tot nciples eſtabliſhed by the armed ncutrality, have given to Eng- 
an nd, to the detriment of their firſt allies, the moſt ſtriking — 


an undounded condeſcenſion, by abandoning the limits given 
contraband by the law of nations, by their treaties with all 
der nations, and even by thoſe of England with the greater 
rt of the maritime powers. 9 
2, That they have conſented to extend the denomination of 
ntraband even to proviſions. Inſtead of pointing out particu- 
ly, as all treaties do, the caſes of the effective blockade of a 
lace, as alone forming an exception to the freedom of this ar- 
le, they have tacſtly acknowledged the pretenſions raiſed by 
agland to create blockades in the colonies, and even in France, 
the force of a bare proclamation, | 
Mr, Adet, in his letter to Mr. Pickeriog, dated 25th Brumaire, 
th year of the French republic, one and indiviſible (15th Nov. 
1%), repeated the ſame objection, and has been pleaſed alſo to 
peradd ſome obſervations relative to the formation of ſuch a 
*y generally, and the circumſtances attending its negotiation, 
terms not to have been expected by the firlt aud almoſt [only] 
*Unlary friend of the republic. WL | 
Theſe 
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in paris or in Philadelphia, are neceſſarily ſuppoſed to be the oy 


the goods of its enemy. This poſition is believed to be inc 


ever; nor does he appear to conſider it as having been engrali 


. himſelf by a direct averment, that in conſequence. of the am 
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was not changed. If, then, the contracting parties had deli 
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- Theſe having been the only ſpecific objections officially mah 
to the treaty with Britain by the government of France; city 


objections which have occurred. ES 
They have often been diſcuſſed on the part of the United Stun 
but that diſcuſſion will be renewed, becauſe, although the unde 
ſigned may be unable to ſuggeſt any argument not heretoſa 
prged, they cannot reſiſt the hope, that an attentive reconſidery 
tion of thoſe arguments may give them a ſucceſs which has 
yet attended them, | | 
The firſt objection may be ſuppoſed to conſiſt af two parts; 
the abandonment of the principle, that neutral bottoms mils 
neutral goods, an objection rather inſinuated than expreſled ; ad 
adly, the addition to the catalogue of contraband, 
. iſt. On the firſt part of the objectian it is obſervable, that 
ſtatements of the late miniſter of exterior relations, and of, My 
Adet, ſeem to admit, but certainly do not controvert the poſua 
that, previous to the formation of the armed neutrality, à bel 
gerent power could rightfully take out of the bottoms of a neun 


trovertible ; ſome of the arguments in ſupport of it have bal 
already detailed, and it is deemed unneceſſary to repeat or to 
to them. To this principle of the armed neutrality, with 28 
parture from which the United States ſeem to be impliedly charge 
the note of Mr. De la Croix does not aſſign any obligation wht 


by that confederation on the law af nations. On this pdiut M 
Adet has not been more explicit; he ſeerns to have been conta 
with vague inſinuations, and not io have been willing to cord | 
neutrality the law af nations on this ſubject is changed. 
underſigned are unwilling to combat at length a * „ . 
poſitively advanced, which they deem ſo elearly indefenſible, . 
will therefore refer to the brief obſervation already made 
ſpecting it. | | 
It may not, however, be improper here to notice, that 
February 1778, when the treaty between France and the Uni 
States was entered into, the armed neutrality had not been forme 
of conſequence, the ſtate of things on which that treaty opera- 
was regulated-by the law of nations, as it clearly exiſted eu 
to the formation of the armed neutrality. It is ſuppoſed to 
admitted, that, according to that ſtate of things, neutral boi 
could afford no protection to the goods of an enemy. Thc fe. 
lation, then, of the article of that treaty was underſtood 2 
time, by the contracting parties, to form an exception to 3 gels 
ral rule, which would retain its obligation in all caſes when! 
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impoſe on each other the rieceſſity of extending this exception 
other nations, ſo as to convert it into à general rule, they 
ould have expreſſed this intention in their contract; not having 
preſſed it, they muſt be conſidered as intending that this ex- 
ption ſhould form a rule as between themſelves, while the gene- 
| rule ſhould govern as with other nations who had not con- 
nted to change it. ü | 
It is alſo worthy of obſervation, that when this treaty was 
ade the United States were at war, and France at peace with 
tain, In this ſtate of things, which might have continued, had 
o war been declared, or hoſtilities commenced by England, the 
ttoms of France would have protected from American cruiſers 
nglith property, while they would not have protected from Bri- 
h cruiſers American property. This was the necellary reſult of 
at ſtate of things under which the treaty was formed ; America 
xd conſented to it, and neither could nor would have com- 
lained, ; 

It is alſo to be noticed, that before the negotiation with Eng- 
nd had commenced, the government of the United States had 
xenly avowed that opinion on this ſubject which its beſt judg- 
dent dictated, This opinion, perfectly unconnected with that 
egotiation, was known by all to form and regulate the baſis of 
conduct. The letters from Mr. Jefferſon already quoted had 
ated to the world the perfect convictlon of the United States, 
at, by the law of nations, a: belligerent power, not reſtrained 
particular treaty, might rightfully take out of the bottoms of 
neutral the goods of its enemy, as well as their determination 
at they could not, and ought not, to oppoſe the exerciſe of this 
cht. The right having been clearly and unavoidaþly admitted, 
ad the determination to acquieſce under its exerciſe having been 
vowed openly, Mr. Jay could cnly ſolicit its ſurrender, —Had 
0 treaty been formed, or had that treaty omitted to mention the 
inciple, the right would ſtill have exiſted, would ſtill have been 
knowledged, and would ſtill have been exerciſed. The treaty 
des not, in fact or in expreſſion, cede a new privilege ; it regue 
ates the exerciſe of one before exiſting and befate acknowledged 
exiſt, The harſh means of exerciſing this right, which are 
ven by the law of nations, are modified and ſoftened by the 
raty ; and this is the only effect which the article on this ſubject 
8 produced; it was the only motive, and it was a ſufficient 
ove, for introducing it. X 3 
The ſecond branch of this objection ſeems more to be relied 
n, and comes forward in a more deciſive ſhape it is—that the 
ited States have abandoned the limit given tq contraband by 
he law of nations, by their treaties with other nations, and even 
! thoſe of England with the greater patt of the maritime 


wers, „ 
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The limit of contraband is ſuppoſed to have been extendel! 
inſerting in the catalogue naval ſtores and timber for hi 
building. | 
To eſtimate rightly a charge ſo warmly made, it becomes j 
diſpenſable to aſcertain whether thoſe articles are, independe 
of treaty, by the law of nations contraband of war: on thi 
ſingle point ſeems to reſt the verity of the accuſation, 
It is regretted, that thoſe who have averred the negative hay 
not been pleaſed to furniſh authorities in ſupport of the opinigg 
they advance. Such authorities would have been conſidered with 
candour, and any conviction they might have produced woulf 
have been freely acknowledged. But no ſuch authorities are f 
niſhed, and it is believed that none exiſt. | 
America, ſolicitous to confine as much as poſſible by comm 
eonſent the liſt of contraband, but determined, however 
might oppoſe its enlargement, not to attempt its diminution I 
force, was under the neceſſity of examining the ſubject, and d 
afcertaining the line of partition between the rights of neutnh 
and of belligerent powers. | | | 
As guides in ſuch a ſearch, ſhe could only take the moſt 
proved writers on the law of nations: Theſe are believed 
| claſs timber for ſhip-building, and naval ſtores for the equi 
- of veſſels, among articles admitted to be contraband of wat 
Vattel (B. 7, Sect. 112) defines contraband goods to be “ comms 
dities particularly uſed in war: ſuch are arms, military at 
| naval ſtores, timber, horſes, and even proviſions in certain june 
tures, where there are hopes of reducing the enemy by famine. 
The treaty between France and Denmark, concluded in 1744 
places tar, roſin, fails, hemp, cordage, ' maſts, and timber 
ſhip-building, on the catalogue for contraband : and Valin, in d 
Commentary on the Marine Ordinances of France (vol. ii. p. 204z 
ſays, that “ of right theſe articles are now contraband, and hm 
been ſo from the commencement of the preſent century,” I 
conformity with theſe opinions has been that of America; andif 
the law of nations was underſtood by the moſt approved jurif 
ſhe has not erred. |, 9 
But the modern public law of nations, and modern treati 
are ſaid to have eſtabliſhed a different rule. If the modern publi 
law of nations has changed the principle, ſuch change is 90 
unknown to the United States—it is much to be wiſhed, th 
more full and ſatisfactory information had been given in ſupp 
of -an opinion, a difference on which is alleged to have pr 
conſequences ſo extremely calamitous. 
It is averred, that the armed neutrality has conſtituted ths 
modern public law. It is ſuppoſed that this cannot be a 
becauſe France will. never admit the right. of a confederatÞ 
whatever may be its power, to impoſe the law on thoſe who I 
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U parties to it. It is ſuppoſed alſo, that this cannot be averred 
another reaſon. The members of the armed neutrality had 
« themſelves agreed upon the articles which ſhould be deemed 
ntraband. Ruſſia, the power originating that celebrated, 
ugh ſhort-lived compact, publiſhed in 1780 the principles on 
ich ſhe would maintain the commerce of her ſubjects: one of 
ſe was, that the articles of contraband ſhould be regulated by 
oth and 11th articles of her treaty of commerce with Great 
tain, . W 

\ſterwards, Devens entered eur convention with Ruſſia 
maintaining generally the principles agreed upon; but on the 
je of — in | 3 Denmark * as the 
je by which to be governed, her treaty of commerce with 
eat Britain, concluded the 10th of July 1670; in the third 
icle of which, contraband goods are deſcribed to be any pro- 
ons of war, as ſoldiers, arms, machines, cannon, ſhips, or 
er things of neceſſary uſe in war.” But, by a convention 
cluded at London on the, 4th of July 1980, between Great 
tain and Denmark, to explain the treaty of commerce of 
o between the two powers, timber for ſhip-building, tar, 
n, copper in ſheets, ſails, hemp, and co „ and gene- 
y whatever ſerves directly for the equipment of a veſſel, un- 
ught iron and fir-planks excepted,” are declared to be contra» 


Denmark having, in her convention with Ruſſia, adopted her 
aty with England, made in 1670, as declaratory of thoſe ar- 
es which ſhe would conſider as contraband, and having, by 


nine, : | 
explanatory agreement with England, ſubſtituted a particu- 

. enumeration of articles for a general deſcription of them, not 

un amendment but as an explanation of the treaty of 1670, 


taken a different rule, in the very compact referred to, as 
ibliſning a modern public law of nations, from that taken by 
lia, The rule of Denmark claſſes among contraband pre- 
ly the ſame articles which are enumerated as fuch in the treaty 
veen the United States and Britain, and which are only 
nd in that enumeration, becauſe it is believed that the law ol 
ons has unqueſtionably ſo placed. them. Sweden and Hol- 


bk too, in acceding to the armed neutrality, adopt their -own 
is 1 nies as the rule by which they will be reſpectively gulded 

that ere was then even among the parties to this agreement na 
o pot law of contraband, Had the potentates of Europy defigned: 
2 eſtabliſh permanently and generally the principles of 


ied neutrality, the war which originated that convention 
id not have terminated without ſome general agreement con- 
ing it: the efforts of Sweden ta obtain a congreſs for exa- 
* 5 — * both of the powers 
+1 is. 
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at war and of the neutral ſtates could not have proved entirg 
abortive. 8 at od fe Mrs 
No argument then can be drawn from the armed heuttaliy j 
ſypport of the poſitioti, that the modern public lat of naig 
relating to contraband has been abandoned by the United Sm 


! 


No modern public law having been formed, the rule remains pd | 
changed; and at the preſent moment, as well as When the iy od; 
with France was formed, is believed to 'ordain as contrabandt ders 
articles enumerated as ſuch in the treaty with 'Britaln, © Ont! 

an 


Hut. it is alleged, that in this treaty the United States have abs 
. fonied the limits 15 to contraband by their tfeaties with 1 
other nations, and even by thoſe of Englati, with a'greater pd a 
% poor HT CT SCE 
8 * is true, that the United States, deſirous of liberating c 
rherce; have invariably ſeized every oppottunity which preſea 
itſelf to diminiſh or remove the ſhackles Iitips ed on that of 10 
trals. In purſuance of this policy, they have on nb occaſion atic 
tated to reduce the liſt of contraband, as between themſelves 
iy nation conſenting to ſuch reduction. Their pre-exillaf 
treaties have been with nations as willing as themſelves to chan 
the old rule; and conſequently a ſtipulation to that effect, ba 
deſired by both parties, has been made without difficulty, 


contracting party is deemed to hive an equivalent for the cM ar 
made, in the ſimilar ceſſion it reeeives froth the party with wh ont 


it contracts. Neither requires of the other, as an add 
conſideration, that it ſhall propagate hy the ſword the prinei 
which form the baſis of their private agreements, and force 
willing nations to adopt them; nor that it ſhould decline to re * 
late by treaty its intereſts with any other nation Which Thould 
ſuſe to accede to them: as little could either ſuppoſe that its pats 
cular contract contained any thing obligatory on others, or 
Capable of enlarging or diminiſhing theft rights, ; | 
The treaties of the United States tlien with other nations 
only-eſtabliſh the limits of contraband, as between the conf 
ing parties, and muſt leave that ſubje& with nations pot pat 
to the contract, to the law which would have governed, had i 
Particular ſtipplatipn never been made. According to the,exili 
ſtate of things, when the negotiations between the Uni 
States and Great Britain were opened, naval ſtores' ind timber 
ip-building were, as between America and Britain, co 
hand of war: they would have retained this character, bad 
treaty. never been made; they would have Tefained it, had | 
treaty contained no proviſion on the ſubject. The United vu 
were truly deſirous of excluding them from the liſt, but Brita 
was unwilling to do ſo. Had the United States poſſeſſel! 
nieans of coercion,” their eſtabliſhed policy, founded on the 
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1 juſtice, and their own peculiar ſituation; forbid' à reſoft to 
ele means for any other purpoſe than the defence of their own . 
zhts, or a compliance with their own engagements. It was 
it a caſe in which force would have been deemed juſtifiable; 
ains 1 od the object, being unattainable by mutual conſent, was una- 
, jdably relinquiſhed for the moment. Yet it was proper to enu- 
and gerate the articles which were before cg traband, and which 
matinued to be ſo, becauſe that enumeration notified to the mer - 
ants of the United States the hazard which their commodities 
ould encounter on the ſeas; and becauſe, alſo, it prevents thoſe 
ter pal exations altercations which might otherwiſe have been produced 
the efforts of one party to ſwell, and of the other to reduce 
B «liſt. f 2 

reſent If, on the refuſal of Britain to ſubſtitute any other rule con- 
ang contraband, in the place of that eftablifhed by the law of 
on ons, France finds herſelf” in a ſituation to be injured: by an 
e bervance of her engagements with the United States, it is not 
exit e treaty with Britain, but that with France, which has produced 
bis ſituation, This was fortſeen when 'that'treaty was entered 
to, and did not prevent it. The ſtipulation concerning con- 
band was formed when France was at peace and America at 
ar; although that ſtate of things did not lung continue, yet its 
ontinuance was by uo means deemed impoſſible. Notwithſtand. 
hg this, the government of the United States has manifeſted a 
illingneſs to change this ſtipulation as well as that which re. 
peds enemies property in neutral hottoms, ſo ſoon as France 
omplained of them: of this the letter from Mr. Randolph > 
Ir, Adet, already quoted, affords concluſive teſtimony. 
It appears then, on examining this objection to the treaty be- 
ween the United States and Britain, that it has not added to the 
talogue of contraband a ſingle article; that it has ceded no pri- 
lege, has granted no right, and that it has not changed ld the 


ns C 
tal nol: minute circumſtance the pre-exiſting ſituation of the United 
_ dates in relation either to France or to Britain. Notwithſtand- 
| (od lg theſe truths, the government of the United States has haſtened 
ile o aſſure its former Fiend that, if the ſtipulations between them 


& found oppreſſive in practice, it is ready to offer up theſe ſtipu- 
ons a willing ſacrifice at the ſhrine-of friendſhip. & 
In vain will you ſearch in this procedure for “a known and 
ident ſacrifice on the part of the United States of their con- 
exions with this republic, and of the moſt eſſential and leaſt 
onteſted prerogatives of neutrality.” In Van will you ſearch 
or evidence of, their having given to England, to the detri- 
vent of their firſt allies, the moſt ſtriking mark of an un- 
ounded condeſcenſion, by abandoning the limits given to contra- 
and by the law of nations; by their treaties with all other na- 
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agreeing on the preciſe caſes in which alone proviſions and dla 


ſtandings which might thence ariſe ; it is farther agreed, thi 
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— == === 


blockade, ſiege, or inveſtment of a place; while, on the parts 


England to create blockades in your colonies, and even in Fran, 


. ſelves, and it will require no comment to prove how inapplis 
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tions,” and even by thoſe of England with the greater part of 
maritime power s. e | 
The United States feel theſe reproaches as conſcious innocem 
feels the imputation of guilt, 3 
Secondly. It is alſo alleged, that „ the United States k 
conſented to extend the denomination of contraband even to 
viſions. Inſtead of pointing out particularly, as all treatics& 
the caſes of the effective blockade of a place, as alone form 
an exception to the freedom of this article, they have tacitly x; 
knowledged the pretenſions raiſed by England ta. create bloc: 
ades in our colonies, and even in France, by the force of a bu 
proclamation.” “ : ; 
The objections to this article ſhall be conſidered accordingy 

its letter, and according to its. operations. 1 

The objectionable words are —“ and whereas the difficulty i 


articles not generally contraband may be regarded as ſuch, rendn 
it expedient to provide againſt the inconvenience and miſunde- 


whenever any ſuch articles ſo becoming contraband accordingy 
the exiſting laws of nations, ſhall, for that, reaſon, be ſeized, i 
Tame ſhall not be confiſcated ; but the owners thereof ſhall k 
ſpeedily and completely indemnified ; and the captors, or, i 


their default, the 2 under whoſe authority they x f: 
ſhall pay to the maſters or owners of ſuch veſſels the full value I. 
all ſuch articles, with a-reaſonable mercantile profit thereon, ts in 

h 


detention.“ | 

The admiſſions contained in this caſe are— 4 
Firſt, That proviſions are not generally contraband ; and uu 
|. Secondly, They are ſometimes contraband. 4 

An effort was made to eſtabliſh the preciſe caſes in whid 
alone they ſhould be ſubje& to ſeizure ; - America would onl 
conſent to conſider them as contraband in the caſe of an eſſedi 


England, this ſtri& interpretation of the rule was not admitith 
but it was contended, that proviſions became contraband wi 
there were reaſonable hopes of reducing the enemy by famis 
In this oppoſition of ſentiment, to what have the United 

conſented? To extend the denomination of contraband eig 
to proviſions” — to acknowledge tacitly the pretenſions raiſed h 


by the force of a bare proclamation i”—« in a word, to 
commerce only with England.”—Reconſider the words thews 


ble to them are theſe aſſertions. The clauſe complained of bo 
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ed the admiſſion of the difficulty already mentioned, proceeds 
ay—* It is further agreed, that whenever any ſuch articles 
becoming contraband according to the laws of nations, ſhall, 
that ke, be ſeized, the ſame ſhall not be confiſcated, but 
owners thereof ſhall be ſpeedily and completely indemni- 
t is too clear to admit of conteſtation, that this clauſe does 
declare proviſions to be contraband, or admit of their ſeizure 
any other caſes than when, according to the exiſting. law of 
tions, they ſhould become contraband ;” in ſuch caſe: the right 
ſeize them is not given by this article, but it is admitted by N 
nce, and by all the world, to exiſt independent of treaty. In 
h caſe, they would have been ſeized, had this ſtipulation never 
n entered into, and would had been confiſcated alſo. The 
ly alteration which is, by the letter of the clauſe, produced in 
law of nations, is, to exempt from confiſcation goods which 
ler that law would have been ſubject to it. | 
But it has been ſuſpected to have an object and an operation 


|, te practice different from its letter. It has been ſuſpected to- 
ling y er a deſign to admit ſubſtantially certain principles with re- 
d, rd to blockades which in theory are denied. 

all LI [ncapable of duplicity, America, with the pride of conſcious 


egrity, repels this inſinuation, and courts an inveſtigation of 

facts on which it is founded. CES, | 
The government of the United States and that of Britain 
ing conſtrued the law of nations differently in this reſpeQ, 

h would have acted upon its own opinion of that law; the 

hateers of England would have ſeized as contraband-any 

jods deemed ſuch in their courts of admiralty ; and the go- 

rnment of the United States would have reclaimed ſuch goods, 

d would have ſupported the demand in ſuch a manner as its 

n judgment dictated. This procedure is not changed. The 

pt to make ſuch reclamations has not been relinquiſhed, nor 

the legality of the ſeizure, in any other caſe than that of an 

om to enter a place actually inveſted, been in any degree 

mitted. 


It is true, that the Britiſh government renewed the order con- 


mie ing proviſions about the time of the ratification of this 
due ay, but it is not leſs true, that the government of the United 
E ts manifeſted a firm reſolution to ſubmit to no ſuch conſtruc- 
ſed iS", and remonſtrated ſo ſeriouſly againſt it as to produce a revo- 
ran ion of the order. Nor is this all: claims for proviſions ſeized 
* caſes of a mere proclamation- blockade, have been actually 
t 


ade, and have been actually decided in favour of the claimants, 
he Britiſh government has acquieſced under ſuch deciſions, by 
Ving the ſums awarded. Theſe ſums were not limited to a 
ſonable profit on the price of the commodity ſeized, but were 
"2 re 
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der the article, are in direct oppoſition to. theſe injurious uf 
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ade of a place, as alone forming an exception to the freed 


tainly exiſting, and which they mean to ſupport if ſuch com 


ta leaye the principle unimpaired, reſerving entirely the right 
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regulated by its price at the port of deſtination; and, co 
quently, the actual as well as avowed: principle of ſuch & 
2555 was, that the goods ſeized had not become contrahy 


« according to the exiſting law of, natibns.“ 
The intention of the government then, and the practice 


cions, the indulgence of which has produced ſuch pernici 
effects. It is even believed that the deciſion. on this ſt ſed | 
be one ſtep towards the eftabliſhment of that principle for whi 
America Was never ceaſed to contend, It is alfo believed, 
has ever been believed, that the article objected to would ht 
veceſſary Nef to Increaſe, and did, in fact, increaft i 
uantity of proviſions imported from America info France 
er colonies. The American commerce, being entirely in 
hands of individuals, is conſequently conduc by. them & 
cording to their own views of particular advantage: they willy 
uoſtionably endeavour to ſupply the higheſt marker, vnlek 
rained from doing ſo hy other conſiderations which render 
unadviſable to attempt ſuch a ſupply., Tn their calculation, 
riſk of reducing the market is too important an item to be pil 
over or forgotten. Every diminution of” this riſk adds tot 
number of, thoſe-who will attempt the ſupply ; and conſequen 
a knowledge that the voyage, ſhould it even fail by the ſeizur 
the veſſel, would yet be profitable, muſt increaſe the numbe 
thoſe. WhO would make it. | 
It is plain then, that this article admits the ſeizure of p 
viſions in no ſituation where they were not before ſeizable; 
encourages their tranſportation to France and her colonies 
diminiſhing the riſk of ſuch tranſportation. 4 5 
It is alſo complained of, that this treaty has not, *“ as all u 
ties. do, pointed out particularly the caſes of the effective bled 


af. provitions. 

Articles in. a treaty can only be inſerted by conſent. ! 
United States therefore can never be reſponſible for not having 
ſerted an article to which the other contracting party would 
aſſent. They may refuſe to make any change in the exil 
ſtate. of things prejudicial to themſelves or to other powers; # 
they have refed to make any ſuch change: but it is not in 
power to inſert, as by common conſent, an article, th 


merely deelaratory of a principle which they conſidered a & 
conſent be unattainable, All that can be done in ſuch a cal 


aſſert it, This has been done: the principle. was. le 
paired, and has been ſince ſucceſsſully aſſerted. 
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The United States are at all times truly ſolicitops to Aminiſh 
much as poſſible the liſt of contraband. It is their intereſt, in 
nmon with all other nations whoſe policy is peace, to en- 
rye, ſo tar as they can be enlarged, the rights of neutrals. 
's intcrelt is a ſure guarantee for their uſing thoſe means 
Lich they think calculated jo effect the ohject, and which a 
ſt regard to their ſituation will permit, But they muſt. be al- 
ed to purſi:e the object in ſuch a manner as may comport with 
t ſituation.” While they ſurrender no actual right, in pre- 
wing which there is a common intereſt, while they violate na 


ed, e-cxiſling engageinents (and theſe they have not ſurrendered or 
"han lated), they muſt judge excluſively for themſelves bow far they 
aft n or ought to go in their efforts to acquire new rights or eſta» 
ice Wh new principles. hen they ſurrender this privilege, they 


iſe to be independent, and they will no longer deſerve to be 
e. They will have ſurrendered in other hands the moſt ſacred 
depoſits—the right of ſelf-government ; and inſtead of the ap- 
obation they will merit the contempt of the world. 
Thoſe parts of the treaty between the United States and Bri- 
in, which have been ſelected by France as injurious to her, 
ye now been examined. The underſigned are too well con- 
ced that they in no degree juſtify the enmity they are alleged 
have produced, not to rely on a candid reconſideration of them 
a ſure mean of removing the impreſſions they are ſuppoſed to 
ve made. | 
Before this ſubject is entirely cloſed, one other obje&ion will 
noticed. The very formation of a commercial treaty with 
gland ſeems to be reprobated, as furniſhing juſt cauſe of of- 
nce to France; and Mr. Adet has permitted himſelf to ſay— 
Ii was a little matter only to allow the Engliſh to avail them- 
Ives of the advantages of our treaty: it was neceſſary to aſſure 
ole to them by the aid of a contract which might ſerve at 
ce as a reply to the claims of France, and as peremptory mo- 
es for refuſals ; the true cauſe of which it was requiſite ineeſ- 
tly to diſguiſe to her under ſpecious pretexts. Such was the 
ject of Mr. Jay's miſſion to London; ſuch was the object of 
negotiation enveloped from its origin in the ſhadow of myſ- 
Ty, and covered with the veil of diſſimulation.“ | 
Paſſing over this extraordinary, language, the underſigned, 
ing only deſirous of producing accommodation by the exhi- 
non of truth, will conſider the opinion which is obliquely 
ated, and the fact which is directly averred. 
The practice bf forming commercial treaties is ſo univerſal 
ng other nations having any commercial intercourſe with 
ch other, that it ſeems unneceſſary to diſcuſs their utility. The 
Pit to form thoſe treaties has been ſo univerſally aſſerted and ad- 
tied, that it ſeems to be the inſeparable attribute-of ſovereignty 
: to 
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cannot have an internal which will compenſate for the loſs of u 


of their agreement the moſt perfect equality and reciprocity ; a 
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to be efteſtioned only by thoſe who queſtion the right of a nig 
to govern itfelf, and to be ceded only by thoſe who are prepand 
to cede their independence. | 
But the proſperity of the United States is in a peculiar dey 
promoted by external commerce. A people almoſt excluſng 
agricultural have not within themſelves a market for the furply 
produce of their labour, or a ſufficient number and variety d 
articles of exchange to ſupply the wants of the cultivators; t 


external commerce: they muſt ſearch abroad for manufadum 
for many other articles which contribute to the comfort and cu 
venience of life, and they muſt ſearch abroad alſo for a make 
for that large portion of the productions of their foil which eu 
not be conſumed at home. The policy of a nation thus circus 
ſtanced muſt ever be to encourage external commerce, and to qa 
to itſelf every market for the diſpoſition of its ſuperfluities a 
the ſupply of its wants. The commercial and manufaQur 
character and capacities of England muſt turn into that chan 
a conſiderable portion of the commerce of any nation under th 
circumſtances of the United States. It is a market too importaj 
and too valuable to be voluntarily cloſed ; in conſequence, a coy 
fiderable portion of their commerce has taken that direction, ut 
a continual ſolicitude has been manifeſted to regulate and ſecure 
by contract. To aboliſh this commerce, or to refuſe to givet 

rmanence and ſecurity by fair and equal ſtipulations, would bet 
Feerifics which no nation ought to require, and which no natia 
ought to make. In forming her treaty of amity and comment 
with the United States, France claimed no ſuch prerogatin, 
That treaty declares the intention of the parties to be, “ to ſi 
in an equitable and permanent manner, the rules which oughti 
be followed relative to the commerce and correſpondence whid 
the two parties deſire to eſtabliſh between their reſpectiye cout 
tries, ſtates, and fubjeAs;” and that ** they have judged that tie 
ſaid end could not be better obtained than by taking For the bali 


by carefully avoiding all thoſe burdenſome preferences which at 
uſually ſources of debate, embarraſfment, and diſcontent; V 
leaving alſo each party at liberty to make, reſpecting comment 
and vavigation, thoſe interior regulations which it ſhall find mul 
convenient to itfelf, and by founding the advantages of comment 
fotely upon reciprocal utility and the juſt rules of free intercouth 
reſerving to each party the liberty of admitting at its pleaſut 
other nations to a participation of the ſame advantages. TV 
treaty itſelf contains no ſtipulation in any degree contradiQ 
to thoſe declarations of the preamble, or which could ſuggeſt 
ſuſpicion, that under theſe declarations was concealed a wiſh 
abridge the ſovereignty of the United States with reſpect to * 


— 
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45, or to control their intereſts in regard to commerce. In 
xrming a commercial treaty with Britain, therefore, in which 
peculiar privilege is granted, the government of the United 
ates believed itſelf to be tranſaQing a bulineſs excluſively its 
wn, which could give umbrage to none, and which no other na- 
on on earth would conſider itſelf as having a right to interfere 
. There exiſted, conſequently, no motive for concealing from 
rance, or any other power, that the negotiation of Mr. Jay 
gut or might not terminate in a commercial treaty, The de- 
nation therefore was not made; nor is it uſual for nations about 
enter into negotiations to proclaim to others the various objects 
> which thoſe negotiations may poſſibly be directed. Such is 
ot, nor has it ever been, the practice of France. To ſuppoſe a 
ceſſity or a duty on the part of one government thus to pro- 
im all its views, or to conſult another with reſpec to its ar- 
nngement of its own affairs, is to imply a I to which 
government ought willingly to ſubmit. So far as the intereſts 
f France might be involved in the negotiation, the inſtructions 
ven to the negotiator were promptly communicated, The mi- 
ilter of this republic was informed officially, that Mr. Jay was 
ſtructed not to weaken the engagements of the United States to 
rance, Farther information was neither to have been required 
or expected: indeed, that which was given furniſhed reaſon to 
ppoſe that one of the objefts of the negotiation with Great 
ritain was a commercial treaty. Why then ſuch unneceffary 
q unmerited ſarcaſms againſt a cautious and. unoffending ally d 
hoſe objects which ſhe purſued were ſuch-as an independent na- 
on might legitimately purſue, and ſuch as America never had 
iſembled, and never deemed it neceſſary a diſſemble her wiſh 
obtain. 

Why ſhould an effort be made to impreſs France with an 
pinion that Mr. Jay was not authorized to negotiate a commer- 
al treaty with Britain, when the fixed opinion of America had 
er been, that France could not be and ought not to be diſſatiſ- 
ed with the formation of ſuch a treaty ? hy ſhould the mi- 
iter of France have been informed officially that Mr. Jay was 
pectally inſtruted not to weaken the engagement of the United 
ates to France, if it was intended to convince that miniſter that 
$ powers did not extend to ſubjects in any degree connected 
ith thoſe engagements? To what purpoſe ſhould the govern- 
ent of the United States have practiſed a deception deemed by 
ſelf totally unneceſſary, and which its utmoſt efforts could, not 
ng continue? It requires an equal degree of folly and vice 
o practiſe an uſeleſs fraud which muſt inevitably and immedi- 
ly be detected, and the detection of which muſt expoſe its 
ulor io general infamy, as well as the enmity of thoſe on whom 
e fraud had been practiſed. Theſe conſiderations ought to 
Vor. VII. | os. have 
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have produced ſome heſitation concerning the fact. The te 
mody in ſupport of it ought to have been very poſitive and wy 
ceptionadle before it received implicit faith. 'It ſhould uy 
very clear that there was no miſtake, no miſunderſtand 
concerning the information communicated, before the chay 
was made in ſuch terns as the miniſter of France has been ple: 
to employ ; but the teſtimony. is delieved to be ſatisfactoty, the 
the government of the United States has not endeavoured to in 
preſs in France any opinion on this ſubje& which the fact of th 
cafe did not warrant, The declaration of Mr. Randolph, ml 
Jaly sch, 1795, is full on this point. It is in theſe words: 

« J never could in truth have informed the French minify 
that the miſſion, as ſet forth in the Preſident's meſſage to the 
nate, contemplated only an adjuſtment of our complaints; if, 
= phraſe, it be intended to exclude commercial arrangemeny 

could have no reaſon for ſaying ſo, ſince the French republ 
could have had nothing to do with our commercial arrangemety 
if they did not derogate from her rights: it could have anſwd 
no putpoſe, when ſo ſhort a time would develope the contrary<l 
never did inform the French miniſter as above ſtated, - | 

« The only official converſation which I recolle& with Mk 
| Fauchet upon this ſubject was, when I communicated to hi 
with the Preſident's permiſſion, that Mr. Jay was inſtructed u 
to weaken our engagements to France. Neithet then, nor at wy 
other time, in official nor unofficial converſation, did I ever i 
to him, that nothing of a commercial nature was contemplatid 
or that nothing but the controverſies under the old treaty and it 
ſpoliations were contemplated, | 

« Mr. Fauchet ſome time ago ſaid to me, that he underſtod 
from what I ſaid, that Mr. Jay was not authorized to treu 
commercial matters. I told him, that he miſunderſtood me; 1 
letter had ever paſſed upon this ſubject.“ 

If then Mr. Randolph did give Hr. Fauehet the informati 
contended for, it is plain that he never was authorized to doi 
but the conſiderations already detailed render it infinitely mot 
probable that Mr. Fauchet has miſunderſtood Mr. Randolph 
than that Mr. Randolph has miſinformed Mr. Fauchet. 

The underſigned have taken, they truſt, a correct view of # 
leading and influential meaſures adopted by the government d 
the United States: they have endeavoured to ſtate, with plaintth 
and with candour, the motives which have occaſioned the ad 
tion of thoſe meaſures and the operation they are believed # 
have. They have ſhown that if America is to be reproache 
with partialities, irreconcilable with her neutral ſituation, U 
not by France that thoſe reproaches ought to be made: 
have been induced to take this review by a hope which they d- 
not relinquiſh without regret, that it may contribute to — 

| y 
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ons which miſrepreſentation may have made, and to take 
om the intention and conduct of the government ent 
at falſe colouring which unfriendly pencils have fo profulgly 
ſtowed upon them. They are anxious ſtill to cheriſh 8 hope, 
u, by expoſing frankly and ſincerely the ſentiments which hay 
herto guided their nation, they may reſtore diſpoſitions on the 
N of France compatible with the coptippance of thoſs ſentin 
ts. a g ; 
Complaints have been made, that in the application in particu». . 
caſes of thoſe general principles which the neutral ſtation of 
United States rendered indifpenſable, inconveniencies and 
ations which werg unavoidable have been ſometimes ſufe 
ned. Theſe complaints have been ſeparately and fully gifs 
lled, - 
The underſigned perſuade themſelves that the explanation 
ich have been given reſpecting them, if not entirely ſutis fas - 
„have yet been ſuch as to prove the good faith and vpright 
ention which never ceaſed to direct the conduct of the Vnited 
tes, | 
If, notwithſtandjog this faith and the purity of theſe in: 
tions, the difficulty of — OA has in any caſe produced 
n an involuntary departure from thoſe — which 
y profeſſed to be guided, they are ready to con that calc, 
| to repair any fault which may inadvertently have been come 
ned. With theſe diſpoſitions on their part, with this conſti- 
ſacls of having never ceaſed to marit the friendſhip and gfteem 
the French nation, with a conyiRion that a temperate and 
rough view of the paſt cannot fail to remove prejudices not 
urantedly facts, the United States have relied — 
— 


Juſtice of France for a diſcontinuance and reparation of 
nous and heavy injuries which hays been accumplated 


m, 
Deſirous of eſtabliſhing, not the dependence of a weak on & 
Werful nation, but —_ and cordial friendſhip, the willing 
6 ſpontaneous offering of generous minds, which can only be 
ing when evidenced to be mutual, and can only be preſerved 
den bottomed on reciprocal juſtice, the underſigned will now 
33 conjone and Ku wh the well-founded 'Gpthe 
alnts with whi are char 

Theſe — wt — 

Of claims uncontroverted by the government of France, buy 
Rich remain unſatisfied ; and : 

Of claims founded on - captures and gonMcations, the illega 
/ of which has not yet been admitted, | | 


Firſtly, Thoſe whoſe property has been ſeized under the dies 
© of the National Convention of the gth May 1793- 
Kk 2 Secondly, 
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- Secondly, Thoſe who are entitled to compenſation in conk, 
quence of the long detention of their veſſels at Bourdeaux in te 
years 1793 and 1794. 

« Thirfly, The holders of bills and other evidences of debts dw, 
drawn by the colonial adminiſtrations in the Weſt Indies. 

Fourthly, Thoſe whoſe cargoes have been appropriated to pu 
lie uſe without receiving therefor adequate payment ; and, 

Fifthly, Thoſe who have ſupplied the government under cow 
tracts with its agents, which have not yet been complied with a 
the part of France. | 
_ © Theſe well-founded claims of American citizens, thus origi 
ating in voluntary and important ſupplies, in the forcible ſcizur 
of valuable property, accompanied with promiſes of payment, an 
in injurious detentions, conſtitute a maſs of debt which the juſt 
and good faith of the French government cannot refuſe to promt 
for, and which is too conſiderable to be unnoticed by that of tle 
United States. The underſigned are inſtructed to ſolicit your u- 
tention to this ſubject, and they would perſuade themſelves the 
they do not ſolicit in vain. So many circumſtances concur to ge 
force to the application, that they leave it to your government, i 
the confidence that no additional repreſentations can be neceſſar;. 

They paſs to complaints ſtill more important for their amous 
more intereſting in their nature, and more ſerious in their coils 

uences. ; 

On the 14th Meſſidor, 4th year of the French republic, at 
and indiviſible (July 2d, 1796), the Executive Directory decreeh 
That all neutral or allied powers ſhall without delay be notifd 
that the flag of the French republic will treat neutral veſſels, eite 
as to confiſcation, as to ſearches or capture, in the ſame mani 
as they ſhall ſuffer. the Engliſh to treat them.“ This decree, & 
any point of view in which it can be conſidered, could not fal 
excite in the United States the moſt ſerious attention. It diſpeni 
at once, as they conceive, with the moſt ſolemn obligations wh 
compact can create, and conſequently aſſerts a right on the part! 
France to recede at her diſcretion from any ſtipulations ſhe mf 
have entered into. It has been demonſtrated that governments n 
by contract change, as between themſelves, the rules eſtabliſh 
dy the law of nations, and that ſuch contract becomes complete 
obligatory on the parties, though it can in no manner aft ® 
rights of others: yet by this decree allies with whom ſuch ſi" 
lations exiſt are to be treated, without regard to ſuch ſtipulation 
in the ſame manner as they are treated by others, who are b 
dy a different rule. This, as it reſpects the United States, 5% 
more unfriendly, becauſe a readineſs has been manifeſted on ii 
part ſo'to modify by conſent their treaty with France, as to 
ſtate the rules eſtabliſhed by the law of nations. | 
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The general terms too in which this decree is conceived, threat- 


con{ | 
in the ed but too certainly the miſchiefs it has generated, and the 

ales which have been practiſed under it. Neutrals are to be treated 
ts due, ; they ſhall permit the Englith to treat them. No rule extracted 


om the practice of England is laid down, which might govern 
e cruiſers of France, or inſtruct the veſſels of neutrals. No 
rinciples are ſtated manifeſting the opinion entertained of the 
er cond eatment received from England, which might enable a neutral to 
vith ca ntrovert that opinion, and to ſhow that the Engliſh were not 
mitted to treat its flag as was ſuppoſed by the government of 
rance, To judge from the decree itſelf, from any information 


ſeizun yen concerning it, or from the practice under it, thoſe who were 
it, and > be benefited by its abuſe were to decide in what manner it 
juſtice hould be executed ; and the cruiſer who ſhould fall in with a va- 
ont uable veſſel had only to conſult his own rapacity, in order to de- 
of the rmine whether an Engliſh privateer, meeting a veſſel under 
our u. milar circumſtances, would capture and bring her into port. 


es tha ſultiplied exceſſes, and accumulated vexations, could not but 
ave been apprehended from ſuch a decree; and the fact has 
ent, i alized every fear that was entertained concerning it, It has 
een conſtrued even in Europe to authorize the capture and con- 
noun, lemnation of American veſſels for the ſingle circumſtance of their 
coul eing deſtined for a Britiſh port, At no period of the war has 
Fritain undertaken to exerciſe fuch a power, At no period of the 
c, o var has ſhe aſſerted ſuch a right. It is a power which proſtrates 
creed very principle of national ſovereignty, and to which no nation 
an ſubmit, without relinquiſhing at the ſame time its beſt in- 
ereſts, and ſacrificing: its deareſt rights. The power has been 


eit 
an xcrciſed by France on the rich and unprotected commerce of an 
de, U lly, on the preſumption that that ally was ſuſtaining the ſame in- 
fail uries from Britain, at a time when it is believed that the depre- 


lations of that nation had ceaſed, and the principle of compenſating 
or them had been recogniſed. 

In the Weſt Indies ſimilar depredations have been experienced. 
n Vn the 1ſt of Auguſt 1796, the ſpecial agents of the Executive 
Directory to the Windward Iſlands decreed, that all veſſels loaded 
_ contraband ſhould be ſeized and confiſcated for the benefit of 

e captors, 


d od On the 7th Frimaire, 5th year of the French republic, one 
fand indiviſible (27th November 1796), the commiſſion delegated 
tioth dy the French republic to the Leeward Iſlands reſolved that the 
you captains of French national veſſels and privateers are authorized to 


ſtop and bring into the ports of the colony American veſſels bound 
to Engliſh ports, or coming from the ſaid ports. | 
On the 19th Pluvioſe, 5th year of the French republic, 
one and indiviſible (February 1ſt, 1797), Victor Hugues and Le- 
das, the ſpecial agents of the Executive DireQory to the Wind- 
| ward 


2 


St. Lucie, Tobago, Demerara, Berbice, Eſſequibo, Pon. u. 
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their modification of the treaty of the 6th of 
that by the treaty of the 19th of November 1794, particular i 


( 254 ) 


ward Iſlands, paſſed a decree, ſubjeRing to capture and eonſſa 
tion neutral veſſels deſtined for the Windward and Leeward Ing 
of America delivered up to the Engliſh, and occupied and Mou 
fended. by the emigrants. Theſe ports are ſaid to be Martinicy 


Prince, St. Mark's, I'Archaye, and Jeremie. The dectee il me 
ſubjeRs to capture all veſſels which have cleared out for the Wy an 
Indics generally. tio 

The underſigned will not detain you, Citizen Miniſter, for in 
purpoſe of proving how directly and openly theſe decrees vide 
both the law of nations and the treaty between France and ih 
United States. | | 

They have been executed on the officers and crews of the ap 
tured veſſels in a manner by no means calculated to mitigate they 
rigour. N 

The decree of the 14th of Meſſidor was ſoon followed y 
another which has ſpared but little of the American commer, 
except what has fortunately eſcaped the purſujt of the cruiſer d 
France. On the 12th Ventoſe, gth year (ad March 1791, 
the Executive DireGory, conſidering the treaty of amity, com 
merce, and navigation, concluded at London the 19th Novembe 
1794, between the faid United States and England, as containing 
conceſſions of privilege to Britain, which, under the treaty of fe du 
bruary 1778, might be enjoyed by- this republic alſo, proceeds u 
modify the treaty between France and the United States, by & 
claring enemies goods in American bottoms liable to capture ad 
confilcation, by enlarging the liſt of contraband, and by ſub) 
to puniſhment as a pirate any American citizen holding a c 
miſſion given by the enemies of France, as well as every ſeam 
of that nation, making a part of the crew of enemies ſhips } 
decree next proceeds to exact from American ſhips, papers whid 
had been made neceſfary to eſtabliſh the neutrality of foreign velſ 
generally by the ordinance of the 26th of July 1978, but wid 
had never been conlidered as applying to the United States, whici 
required papers their veſſels could not be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs, a 
which the treaty between the two nations was ſuppoſed to han 
rendered unneceſſary. 
The baſis taken by the Executive —_— on which to nl 

e 


bruary 1 778, ls 


vours in reſpe& of commerce and navigation have been granted 
England. - | - 

It has been demonſtrated that no particular favours in reſpeR a 
commerce or navigation have been granted to England. Ti# 
treaty has been ſhown only to recogniſe, regulate, and modem 
the. exerciſe of the rights before poſſeſſed, and before openly # 
knowledged to be polleſed—rights which France and Ae 
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;procally ceded to each other, without requiring; as a condition 
the cefſion, that either ſhould compel England to form a ſimilar 
ioulation. 
ut to admit for a moment that the treaty with England might 
conſidered as ſtipulating favours not before poſſeſſed, yet the 
merican government did not ſo underſtand that —_— and had 
anifeſted a diſpoſition to modify, by common conſent, its re- 
tions with this republic, in ſuch a manner as to reinſtate a 
le which has been voluntarily changed. It cannot but be fin- 
rely regretted, becauſe it ſeemed to indicate an unfriendly tem- 
r, that France has deemed it more eligible to eſtabliſh by force, 
oppoſition to her treaty, a principle which ſhe deemed con- 
nient, than to fix that principle on the fair baſis of mutual and 
icable agreement. - 
But the clauſe under which theſe modifications are juſtified is in 
eſe words: The Moſt Chriſtian King and the United States 
gage mutually not to grant any particular favour to other nations, 
 reſpe&t of commerce and navigation, which ſhall not imme- 
ately become common to the other party, who ſhall enjoy the 
me favour freely, if the. conceſſion was freely made, or on al- 
wing the ſame compenſation, if the conceſſion was conditional.” 
theſe ſtipulations unequivocally amounted to the grant of fa- 
urs, ſtill the grant is not gratuitous. The conceſſions on the 
rt of the United States are made on condition of ſimilar con- 
ſons an the part of Britain, If, therefore, France chooſes to 
dnſider them as modifications of the treaty of 1778, ſhe can only 
d it by granting the reciprocal condition; on this ſuppoſition ſhe 
either of the rules at her election, but ſhe cannot vary from the 
| without the compact on her part to grant the reciprocal ſtipu- 
10n, Such a compact is in the nature of a national treaty. 
But the rules laid down in the decree of the 12th Ventoſe, 
h year (March ad, 1797), as founded on the 19th, 18th, and 
| articles of the treaty of the 19th of November 1794, are ma- 
rally variant from thoſe articles. To demonſtrate this it is, 
ly neceſſary to contraſt the rules of the decree with the articles 
the treaty on which thoſe rules are ſaid to be founded. 


ticles of the Treaty the · ith November 1794, as quoted by the 


trectory. 


Art. 17. © It is agreed that in all cafes where veſſels ſhall be 
ptured or detained on juſt ſuſpicion of having on board enemies 
operty, or of carrying to the enemy any of the articles which are 
Ntraband of war, the ſaid veſſels ſhall be brought to the neareſt 
moſt convenient port; and if any property of an enemy ſhould 
found on board ſuch veſſel, that part only which belongs to the 
my thall be made prize, and the veſſel ſhall be at liberty to 

proceed 
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den of the proof reſts on him. If in truth and in fact the ps 


the article it profeſſes to reſemble. 
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proceed with the remainder without any impediment. And i 
agreed that all proper meaſures ſhall be taken to prevent delay 
deciding the caſes of ſhips or cargoes ſo brought for adjudicatia; 
and in the payment or recovery of any indemnification adj 
agrecd ta be paid to the owners or maſters of ſuch ſhips,” 


Rules eflabliſhed by the Arrite of the Directory. 


| Rule 1. According to the ſeventeenth article of the treaty i 
London, of the 19th of November 1794, all merchandiſe of i 
enemy, or merchandiſe not ſufficiently proved to be neutral, lad 
under the American flag, ſhall be confiſcated, but the veſſel a 
board of which it ſhall be found, ſhall be releaſed and reſtored y 
the owner. It is enjoined on the commillaries of the Execuin 
Directory to accelerate by all the means in their power the & 
ciſion of conteſts which fhall ariſe either on the validity of tk 
prize-cargo, or on the freight and demurrage.” ' . 
According to the article, when on juſt ſuſpicion of having a 
board enemies property, or of carrying to the enemy contrabal 
of war, a veſſel ſhall be brought into port, that part only whit 
belongs to the enemy ſhall be made prize, according to the article 
then the fact, whether the property does or does not belong toa 
enemy is to be fairly tried. The party who would eſtabliſh c. 
fat muſt prove it. The captor muſt ſhow the juſtice of the fi 
picion on which the capture or detention was founded, The bw 


perty does not belong to an enemy, or is not proved to belongu 
an enemy, it mult be diſcharged. But the rule purſues a differat 
courſe, The rule declares that merchandiſe of the enemy, ot u 
ſufficiently proved to be neutral, laden under the American fly 
ſhall be confiſcated. The burden of the proof is ſhifted from te 
captor to the captured. The queſtion to be tried is not foley, 
whether the merchandiſe be in fact the property of an enemy, u 
alſo whether it be ſufficiently proved to be neutral. The-fufficien 
of this proof is to be aſcertained, not by general and ſatisfadun 
teſtimony, not by the. great principle of truth and the comma 
underſtanding of mankind, but by the exhibition of certain 

demandable at the yill of one of the parties, and in the po 

of the other. This may be a regulation which France chooſes" 
eſtabliſh ; but certainly it is a regulation eſſentially variant fr 


Art. 18. In order to regulate what is in future to be ellen 
contraband of war, it is agreed that under the ſaid denominatn 
ſhall be compriſed all arms and implements ſerving for the purpos 
of war, by land or by fea; as cannon, muſkets, mortars, 
bombs, grenades, carcaſſes, ſauciſſes, carriages for can 
mulket reſts, bandoliers, gunpowder, match, ſaltpetre, 15 
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* es, ſwords, head- pieces, cuiraſſes, halberts, fances, javelins, 
= te furniture, holſters, belts, and generally all other implements 


war; as alſo timber for ſhip-building, tar, or roſin, copper 
ſheets, ſails, hemp, and cordage, and generally whatever may 
e directly to the equipment of veſſels, unwrought iron and fir 
nk only excepted.” | 

Rule 2. * According to the eighteenth article of the treaty of 
ndon, of the 19th of November 1794, to the articles declared 
raband by the twenty-fourth article of the treaty of the 6th of 
bruary 1778, are added the following articles: n 
« Timber for ſhip- building, pitch, tar, and roſin, copper in 
ets, ſails, hemp, and cordage, and every thing which ſerves 
Aly or indirectly for the armament and equipment of veſſels, 
wrought iron and fir planks excepted. Theſe ſeveral articles 
|| be confiſcated whenever they ſhall be deſtined or attempted to 


carried to the enemy.“ 


ng 0 

152 he immenſe number of articles, which may ſerve indirely 
which the armament and equipment of veſſels, are made contraband 
tick: the rule of the Directory, though they are not ſo by the article 


proſeſſes to cite. 

Art, 21, © It is likewiſe agreed that the ſubjects and citizens of 
two nations ſhall not do any acts of hoſtility or violence againſt. 
h other, nor accept commiſſions or inſtructions ſo to act from 
foreign prince or ſtate enemies to the party; nor ſhall the 


ns mies of one of the parties be permitted to invite or endeavour 
ere inliſt in their military ſervice any of the ſubjects or citizens of 
* other party; and the laws againſt all ſuch offences and ag- 


(lions ſhall be punctually executed. And if any ſubject or ci - 
en of the ſaid parties refpeRtively ſhall accept any foreign come, 
lion or letters of marque for arming any veſſel to act as a pri- 
cer againſt the other party, it is hereby declared to be lawful 


120 the ſaid party to treat and puniſh the ſaid ſubje& or citizen 
an ing ſuch commiſſion or letters of marque as a pirate.“ ; 
* Rule 3. “ According to the twenty-firſt article of the treaty of 
ndon, of the 19th of November 1794, every individual known 
75 be an American, who ſhall hold a commiſſion given by the 
fes U mies of France, as well as every ſeaman of that nation, 
fron King a part of the crew of enemies ſhips, ſhall by that a& be 
ande pirate, and treated as ſuch, without being allowed in any 
emel a _ that he was forced to do it by violence, menaces, or 
tic erwiſe, 
pols he government of the United States has never formed a treaty 
tak nprehending an article in any degree ſimilar to this rule. It has 
00k ver alſented to ſuch ſtipulations as they relate to its own citizens, 
bal required them as they relate to thoſe of other powers. The 
ike rence between the article and the rule requires no comment. 


Ir will the rule be commented on. The underſigned will only 
Vor. VII, LI I obſerve, - 
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obſerve, that the article is by no means uncommon, but is yh 
found in moſt treaties of amity and commerce. The twenty.jg 
article of the treaty with France, the nineteenth of the treaty vi 
the United Provinces, the twenty-third of the treaty with Swe. 
and the twentieth article of the treaty with Pruſſia, contain fin 
* ſtipulations, It is not eaſy to conceive a reaſon why it ſhould 

alſo be inſerted in a treaty with England, or why its inſeng 
ſhould give offence to France. q i 

But the rule of the decree is in its operation the moſt exten 
and the_ moſt ſeriouſly deſtructive. That rule declares, 
« Conformably to the law of the 14th of February 1793, then 
gulations of the 21ſt of October 1744, and of the 26th of 
1778, concerning the manner of proving the property of neu 
ſhips and merchandiſe, ſhall be executed according to their i 
and tenour. | 

« Every American ſhip ſhall therefore be a good prize, whi 
ſhall not have on board a liſt of the crew in proper form, ſuch 
is preſcribed by the model annexed to the treaty of the 6th of I 
bruary 1778, the obſervance of which is required by the tut 
fifth and twenty-ſeventh articles of the ſame treaty?” 

This rule requires that American ſhips and merchandiſe, i 
order to prove the property to be American, ſhall. exhibit cem 
papers, and eſpecially a role d'equipage, which are. required 
neutrals generally by the particular marine ordinances of Fra 
recited in the decrees of the Directory. But France and Amem 
have entered into a ſolemn treaty, one object of which was to 
cure the veſſels of either party which might be at peace, from! 
cruifers of the other which might be engaged in war. To eli 
this object the contracting parties have not referred each other 
the particular ſtatutes or ordinances of either government, butha 
enumerated the papers which ſhould be deemed ſufficient, IN 
have done more: they have preſcribed the very form of ide d 
port which ſhould eſtabliſh the neutrality of the veſſel, and 
vent her being diverted: from her courſe. The twenty-fifth u 
twenty-ſeventh, articles of the treaty between the two nate 
which are quoted by the Directory, and are conſidered by the! 
derſigned as concluſive on this ſubject, are in theſe words: 

Art. 25. To the end that all manner of diſſenſions and q 
rels may be avoided and prevented on the one ſide and on 
other, it is agreed, that in caſe either of the parties hereto ine 
be engaged in war, the ſhips and veſſels belonging to the ſubjx 
or people of each ſeverally muſt be furniſhed with ſea-lettes 
paſſports, expreſſing the name, property, and bulk of the | 
as alſo the name and place of habitation of the maſter or c 
mander of the ſaid ſhip, that it may appear thereby that the 
ſhip really and truly belongs to the ſubjects of one of the paſi% 
which paſſport ſhall be. made out and granted according 9" 
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m annexed to this treaty ; and they ſhall likewiſe be recalled 


is toh ery year, that is, if the ſhip happens to return home in the ſpace 
ent). A ayear, It is likewiſe agreed that ſuch ſhips, being laden, are 
eaty i be provided not only with paſſports, as above mentioned, but 
Syek ſo with certificates containing the ſeveral particulars of the cargo, 
in finy place whence the ſhip failed, and whither ſhe is bound, that 
hould it may be known whether any forbidden or contraband goods be 


inen board the ſame-; which certificates ſhall be made out by the 
| ficers of the place whence the ſhip ſet fail, in the accuſtomed 
m; and if any one ſhall think it fit or adviſable to expreſs in 
| e {aid certificates the perſon to whom the goods on board belong, 
„then may freely do ſo.” | 
Art. 27. © If the ſhips of the ſaid ſubjects, people or inha- 
tants of either of the parties, ſhall be met with either ſailing 
ong the coaſts, or on the high ſeas, by any ſhip of war of the 
her, or by any privateers, the ſaid ſhips of war or privateers, for 
0 e avoiding of any diſorder, ſhall remain out of cannon ſhot, and 
suche ſend their boats aboard the merchant ſhip, which they ſhall 
of FA meet with, and may enter her to the number of two or three 
en only, to whom the maſter or commander of ſuch ſhip or 
ſel (hall exhibit his paſſport, concerning the property of the 
ip, made out according to the form inſerted in this preſent treaty 
"1 the ſhip, when ſhe ſhall have ſhowed ſuch paſlport, ſhall be 


e and at liberty topurſue her voyage, ſo as it ſhall not be law- 
o moleſt or ſearch her in any manner, or to give her chaſe, or 
Ae rce her to quit her intended courſe.” 
as to It will be admitted that the two nations poſſeſs the power of 


rom! greeing that any paper, in any form, ſhall be the ſole document 
aandable by either from the other, to prove the property of a 
eſſel or cargo. It will alſo be admitted, that an hy gra ſo 
= becomes the law of the parties, which muſt retain its 
bligation. | 
Examine then the words of the compact, and determine by fair 
onſtruction what will ſatisfy them. 


fth ah The twenty-fifth ,article ſtates ſubſtantially the contents of a 
— aper, which is termed a ſea · letter or paſſport, and which * it is 


greed that in caſe either of the parties ſhould be engaged in war, 
ie ſhips and veſſels belonging to the ſubjeRg or people of the other 
ly muſt be furniſhed with.” To what purpoſe are they to be 
urniſhed with this ſea-letter or paſſport ? The article anſwers, 
To the end that all manner of diſſenſions and quarrels may be 
avoided and prevented, on the one fide and the other.” That it 
ay appear thereby that the ſhip really and truly belongs ta the 
1 of one of the parties.“ I” 
ut how will the paſſport © prevent and avoid all ſorts of dif- 
enſions and quarrels on one ſide or the other,” if ordinances, both 
Prior and ſubſequent to the treaty, are to be underſtood as con- 
L12 _ trolling 


= 


GT 


trolling it, and as requiring other papers not contemplated n 
public agreement of the two nations? How is it to appear fn 
the paſſport, that the ſhip really and truly belongs to the ſubjy 
of one of the parties, if it is denied that the paſſport is evidag 
of that fact, and contended that other papers, not alluded x 
the treaty, ſhall be adduced to proye it? 

But the 27th article is ſtill more explicit. It declares 
when a merchant ſhip of one of the parties ſhall be viſited by t 
ſhips of war or privateers of the other, „“the commander of ſu 
ſhip or veſſel ſhall exhibit his paſſport concerning the properyd 
the ſhip, made out according to the form inſerted in the preſen 
treaty; and the ſhip, when the ſhall have ſhowed ſuch paſa 
ſhall be free and at liberty to purſue her voyage, ſo as it ſhall w 
be lawful to moleſt or ſearch her in any manner, or to give cha 
or force her to quit her intended courſe.” What is it that hd 
prove the property of the veſſel? The. treaty anſwers, The pi 
port. But the decree of the Directory requires in addition & 
tain other papers, perfectly diſtin from the paſſport. Ti 
treaty declares, that © the ſhip, when ſhe ſhall have ſhowed (u 
the role d eguipage or any other paper required by the partici 
ordonnances of either nation,“ but) 6“ ſuch paſſport, ſhall be fie 
and at liberty to purſue her voyage, ſo as it ſhall not be lawfult 
moleſt or ſearch her in any manner, or to give her chaſe, or fot 
her to quit her intended courſe.” Yet the veſſels of Amerig 
after exhibiting ** ſuch paſſport,” are not « free and at liberty 
- purſue their voyage; they are © moleſted;” they are ( chaſed} 
they are © forced to quit their intended courſe ;” they are * ap 

tured and confiſcated as hoſtile property,“ 

It is alleged that the form of the paſſport, which is annert 
to the treaty, manifeſts that certain acts were to be performed 
the perſon to whom the paſſport is delivered, and that ſuch 3 
ſon ought to prove the 32388 of thoſe acts. 

But the treaty, far from requiring ſuch proof, abſolutely db 
penſes with it. The treaty declares that the paſſport ſhall iti 
evidence the property of the veſſel, and ſecure it from moleſis 
tion of. any ſort. By conſent of the parties then the paſſpon; 
evidence of all that either party can require from the oth 
Neither the right to give ſuch conſent, nor the obligation of 
compact formed upon it, can, as is conceived, ever be denith 
nor _ the form of the paſſport, whatever it may be, change Wi 
compact. | | 

But let the words of the model be examined. They ate, *4 
tous ceux qui ces preſentes verrond: Soit notoire que facultt et 
a itt accordie a maitre ou commandant du navire. 

de la ville de de la capacite de 4 
neaux ou environ, ſe trouvant preſentement le port de 
qu'apres que ſon navire a (6 viſite et avant ſon depart, il rea ſe 

phe a. 4 
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t entre les mains des officiers de la marine, que le dit navire 

a un ou pluſieurs ſujets de | dont Pafte ſera mis a la 
tes preſentes; de mime qu'il gardera les ordonnances. et reglemens 
ritimes, et remettra une liſte fignte et confirmie par temoins, conte- 


net campoſunt leguipage de ſon navire, et de tous ceux gui embar - 
unt, leſquels Fil ne receura pas d bard ſans connoiſſunce et permiſſion 
; officiers de marine; et dans chaque port ou havre i montrera la 
gente permiſſion aux officiers et juges de marine. 

[t is material to obſerve, that the model requires the oath con- 
ming the property of the veſſel to be annexed to the . 
t does not require any other certificate, or the annexation of any 
pper whatever. Why this difference? It is a ſolemn proof of 
jat for which the article ſtipulates, and therefore the model 
xprelſes that the evidence of this fact ſhall be annexed ; but it 
es not require the production of the evidence of any other fact. 
It ſeems then to be demonſtrated that the ſeatletter or paſſport, 
model of which is annexed to the treaty, is by ſolemn agree- 


e veſſel producing ſuch paſſport is the property of a citizen of 
e other, and is conſequently to continue her voyage without 
oleſtation or hindrance. | . 
But let it be ſuppoſed that the treaty on this ſubject was leſs 
pncluſive, and hat its ſtipulations had been ambiguouſly ex- 
eſſed; yet it is certain that it has been uniformly underſtood by 
th parties as the underſigned have expounded it; and that nei- 
er France nor the United States, previous to the decree com- 
lained of, conſidered the veſſels of either nation, producing 
e paſſport agreed on, as liable to capture for waat of a role 
equipage. 
For more than four years afier. her treaty with the United 
ates, France was engaged in a war with Britain; and in the 
durſe of that time it was never ſuggeſted that a role d'equipage 
as neceſſary for the protection of an American veſſel. It does 
tweaken the argument, that the United States were alſo parties 
the war, The principle aſſumed is, that, without the produc- 
on of the papers required by the decree, the veſſel does not ap- 
ar to be, and cannot be conſidered as American property. If 
us principle, be correct, it would not ceaſe to apply becauſe the 
nited States were engaged in the war. Was America. even 
caged in the war on the part of France, a Britiſh veſſel carry- 
$ American colours would not be ſecured by the flag ſhe bore, 
t would be neceſſary to prove by her papers, or other and admiſ- 
dle teſtimony, that the veſſel was American property. Lf this 
& cannot appear without a role d'equipage while the United 
dates are at peace, neither could it appear without the fame evi- 
ace if the United States were parties in the war. Wl 
: t 


ut les noms et ſurnoms, les lieux de naiſſauce, et la demeure des per- 


ent to be received by each = as concluſive teſtimony, that, 
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About four years of the preſent war had alſo elapſed bevy 
this conſtruction of the treaty, at the ſame time ſo wonderful u 
fo ruinous, had diſcloſed itſelf. In the courſa of that time i 
= of France were filled with the veſſels of the United Stats 

cry many of them failed under contracts made far the go 
ment itſelf by its miniſter in Philadelphia, No one of the 
poſſeſſed a role d'eqripege ; no one of them was conſidered on thy 
account as being liable to condemnation. Indeed, in ſome is 
ſtances, veſſels have been captured and diſcharged although thy 
paper was not among thoſe belonging to the ſhip. 

Such a long courſe of practice appears to have evidenced us 
quivocally the ſenſe of France on this ſubject. | 

It is too apparent to be queſtioned for a moment, that on 
part of the United States no fuſpicion had ever been entertand 
that fuch a paper could have been required. A role de 
could have been obtained with as much facility as that paſya 
for which the treaty ſtipulates. Conld it have been imagud 
that American veſſels incurred the poſſible hazard of beingn 
tarded only one day in a voyage for want of ſuch paper, it vol 
in every inſtance have been ſupplicd. No veilel would ly” 
failed without it, 5 

Your own mind, Citizen Miniſter, will ſuggeſt to you, wi 
irreſiſtible force, the extreme hardſhip of thus putting a new 
ſtruction on a long-exiiting contract, or of giving a new 
unexpected extenſion to ancient municipal regulations, and & 
condemning thereby veſſels taken on the high ſeas for want of 

per not known to be required when they failed out of pi 
if a role d'equipage was really conſidered by France as necelia 
evidence of any fact, the eſtabliſhment of which was deen 
eſſential, common uſage and thoſe plain principles of juſtice wi 
all nations ſhould reſpect, indiſpenſably require that the regil 
tion ſhould be firſt made known to a neutral and friendly nat 
by other means than by the capture and confiſcation of it 
__ If this meaſure had been announced to the government 
the United States before it had been put in practice, and An 
riean veſſels had failed without a role d' eguipage, they would h 
taken upon themſelves the hazard of ſuch a procedure. But nt 
moment when the ocean is covered with peaceful merchant 
purſuing a juſt and law ful commerce, to bring into ſudden opt 
tion a meaſure which had never before been applied to tes 
which had for ſo many years ſlept unheard of, and by the forces 
this regulation, to confiſcate unguarded property which had d 
truſted to the ſeas under the faith of ſolemn and exiſting tres 
and without a conjecture that this, more than any other form 
would have been required, is to impoſe on unoffending ins 
duals a ruin from which no wiſe precautions, no human ſore!f 
could poſlibly have protected them. 
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e juſtice and equity of the French government. | 
But could it be conceded for a moment that the Executive 
directory might rightfully modify the treaty of France with the 
nited States, by that of the United States with Britain; and 
night rightfully require a role d'equipage in order to eſtabliſh the 
utrality of a veſſel, for want of which the veſſel might be con- 
ſcated, yet the cargo being proved to be neutral ought to be 
ple, | 
According to the law of nations, the goods of an enemy found 
board the ſhip of a friend are liable to capture, and the goods 
a friend found on board the ſhip of an enemy are ſafe. The 
Juited States and France have conſented to change this rule as 
tween themſelves. They have agreed, that the goods of an 
emy found on board the veſſels of either party ſhall be ſafe, 
d that the goods of either found on board the veſſel of an enemy 
all be liable io capture. The one part of this rule is in conſe- 
uence of, and dependent on the other. The one part cannot on 
ny principle of juſtice be abandoned while the other is main- 
ined; 
In their treaty with England the United States retain un- 
hanged the principle of the law of nations. If France modi- 
s her treaty in this reſpe& by that of England, ſhe ought to 
ike the principle entire. If, in conformity to the treaty! be- 
een the United States and England, France claims the right of 
king enemies property found on board an American ſhip, then, 
| conformity with their treaty alſo, France ought to ſpare Ame- 
can property found on board an enemy's ſhip, If, therefore, 
is extraordinary poſition could be maintained, that an American 
Ip without a role d'equipage becomes the ſhip of an enemy, ſtill 
cargo being proved to be the property of a friend, ought, on 
e principle of modifying the treaty between the two nations by 
at with England, to have been reſtored to the owners. 
The reſult of theſe regulations has been the moſt extenſive and 
mverſal devaſtation of the American commerce. Not only veſ- 
ls bound to and from the enemies. of France, but veſſels bound 
o and from her allies, and to and from her own ports, have 
en ſeized and confiſcated. 
The inevitable conſequence has been, that direct commerce 
tween the two nations is almoſt annihilated, and that the pro- 
ny of American citizens has been taken to a much larger 
mount than would have been poſſible in a ſtate of actual war. 
Yet the government of the United States, wiſhing, if jt: be 
ſlble, to avoid even defenſive meaſures, has ſought aſſiduouſſy 
nd unremittingly, though hitherto without ſucceſs, for ſuch 
«ful and amicable explanations as might do away exiſting 
animoſities, 


On this ſubje& then the underſigned appeal with confidence to 


- — — e RG 


* 


tions of the conduct of the government they repreſent; to ſat 


ſo much delight, has been impaired by experience, yet the hope 


which a reciprocal obfervance of the great and immutable prints 


ſerious aggreſſions of which ſhe complains. She recedes, them 


acts of hoſtility can tear them aſunder. 


which had preceded the preſent effort to negotiate, could der 
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animoſities, and reſtore between the two republics that harmay 
which it ſo truly deſires. | 
America has accuſtomed herſelf to perceive in France only tl 
ally and the friend, Conſulting the — her own boſon, 
ſhe has believed that between republics an elevated and refine 
friendſhip could exiſt, and that free nations were capable d 
maintaining for each other a real and permanent affection. | 
this pleaſing theory, erected with ſo much care, and viewed wit 


continues to be cheriſhed that this circumſtance does not nec. 
farily involve the oppoſite extreme. It is believed that then 
exiſts no Tufficient cauſe for ſolid and permanent enmity betwee 
France and the United States; but that, on the contrary, the i 
tereſts of both would be promoted by that friendly intercourl, 


les of juſtice would certainly eſtabliſh, and can alone preſent, 
Under this impreſſion America reſiſts the opinion, that the preſeat 
ſtate of things has grown out of a digeſted ſyſtem to which Franc 
deſigns to adhere. She wiſhes and ſhe endeayours to perſua 
herſelf that temporary cauſes, which too often produce effeds 1 
found and juſt policy muſt reprobate, connected with a miſc» 
ſtruction of the conduct of her government, as well as of it 
motives on which it has adted, may have occaſioned thoſe wn 


fore, even under the preſſure of theſe aggreſſions, ſlowly and vit 
difficulty from the attachments ſhe has formed, So intertwined 
with every ligament of her heart have been the cords of affedin 
which bound her to France, that only repeated and continu 


The government of the United States, therefore, {till ſearchs 
the means of terminating peacefully, and in a manner whi 
ought to be mutually ſatisfactory, the calamities of the moment, 
and of averting the ſtill greater calamities which may be reſerl 
for the future. Not even the diſcouraging and unuſual erat 


that government from repeating its endeavours for the preſervation 
of amity and peace. Three citizens of the United States haſt 
been deputed as envoys extraordinary and miniſters plenipotts 
tiary to the French republic. Their inſtructions authorize 

direct them to review the exiſting treaties between the two m 
tions, and to remove, by all proper means, the inequalities vb 

have grown out of the ſtipulations of thoſe treaties, in cook 
quence of the refuſal of England to adopt the principles they c- 
tain, They are alſo directed to give fair and complete explath 


fully and truly the heavy injuries which their fellow-citizens har 


(a: 3: 


tained ; and to aſk from the equity of a great and magnanimony 
public, that compenſation for thoſe injuries which we flatter 
{elves their juſtice will not refuſe, and their liberal policy will 
t heſitate to give. | 

Bringing with them the temper of their government and coun- 
y, ſearching only for the means of effecting the objects of their 
ſion, they have permitted no perſonal conſiderations to in- 


red wit ence their conduct, but have waited under circumſtances be- 
the hope ond meaſure embarraſſing and unpleaſant, with that reſpect 
dt neee. ich the American government has ſo uniformly paid to that of 


rance, for permiſſion to lay before you, Citizen Miniſter, thoſe 

mportant communications with which _ have been charged- 
Perceiving no probability of being allowed to enter in the 

ſual forms, on thoſe diſcuſſions which might tend to reſtore har- 


Prince ony between the two republics, they have deemed it moſt 
reſerve lviſable, even under the circumſtances of informality which at- 
preſent nd the meaſure, to addreſs to your government, through you, 
Fran his candid review of the conduct, and this true repreſentation of 


he ſentiments and wiſhes, of the government of the United States. 
hey pray that it may be received in the temper with which it is 


miſcus ritten, and conſidered as an additional effort, growing out of a 

ol th poſition common to the government and people of America, to 

fe ve Itivate and reſtore, if it be poſſible, harmony between the two 

then pubſics. If, Citizen Miniſter, there remains a hope that theſe 

* ſirable objects can be effected by any means which the United 
Wi 


ſtates have authorized, the underſigned will ſtill reſpectfully at- 
nd the developement of thoſe means. : | 
If, on the contrary, no ſuch hope remains, they haye only to 


earch WW id they will leave France with the moſt deep- felt regret, that 
hi BW: iter the real and ſincere friendſhip which the government of 
_ he United States has ſo uniformly and unequivocally diſplayed 


or this great republic, nor its continued efforts to demonſtrate the 
urity of its conduct and intentions, can protect its citizens, or 
reſerve them from the calamities which they have ſought by a juſt 
nd upright conduct to avert. . 

The underſigned pray you, Citizen Miniſter, to accept the aſ- 
urances of their perfect reſpect and conſideration. r 
Faris, January 17th, 1798, in the 22d 
Tear of American Independence. 


Vor. VII. Mm LES Tranſlated 


ray that their return to their own country may be facilitated, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Tranſlated Extra#t from the Bulletin des Lois, No. 178, prints 
Paris, and encloſed with the Quadruplicate of the Envoys' Lau, 
. 


Law relative to Veſſels laden with Engliſh Merchandiſe of t 
29th Nivoſe, 6th Year. (18th Jan. 1796). 


THE Council of Ancients adopting the reaſons for the deck. 
ration of urgency, which precede the reſolution hereinafter con, 
tained, approves the ãct of urgency. 

| [hoes follows the tenour of the declaration of urgency, and of he 
reſolution of the 22d Nivoſe (11th Jan. 17998).] 

The Council of Five Hundred, after having heard the repon 
of a ſpecial committee upon the meſſage of the Executive Dire. 
tory of the 15th Nivoſe (4th January) relative to Engliſh mer. 
chandiſe ; 

Conſidering that the intereſt of the republic demands the mot 
prompt meaſures agaiuſt all veſſels which may be loaded therewith, 
declares that there is urgency. | 

The Council, after having declared the urgency, reſolves a 
follows : 

Art. 1. The character of veſſels relative to their quality d 
neuter or enemy, ſhall be determined by their cargo; in conſe 
quence, every veſſel found at ſea, loaded in whole or in part wit 
merchandiſe the production of England or of her poſſeſſions, ſhall 
be declared good prize, whoever the owner of theſe goods or mer- 
chandiſe may be. | 

Art. 2, — foreign veſſel which in the courſe of her voyig 
ſhall have entered into an Engliſh port, ſhall not be admitted int 
a port of the French republic, except in caſe of neceſſity ; it 
which caſe ſhe ſhall be bound to depart from the ſaid port as ſoon u 
the cauſes of her entry ſhall have ceaſed. 

Art. 3. The preſent reſolution ſhall be printed. | 
59 (Signed) BovLay (of la Meurthe), Preſident. 


GUILLEMARDET, } : 
Ro MRS, Secreta 8 1 


Aſter a ſecond reading, the Council of Ancients approves the 
above reſolution. The 29th of Nivoſe, ſixth year of the Frend 
republic (18th Jan. 1798). 
(Signed) MarRAGON, Preſident. 
Er. LavEux 1 


* 


Menvau, 
MEexic, 


The Executive Directory orders, that the above law ſhall be 
printed, executed, and that it ſhall be ſealed with the ſeal of the 
republic. N 

Done 
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Done at the National Palace of the Executive DireQofy, the 
29th Nivoſe, ſixth year of the French republic, one and 
indiviſible (11th Jan. 1998). 

For a true copy. (Signed) P. BARRAS, Preſident, 

By the Executive aan” 

e 


med o 
Leith, 


of the 


Secretary-general, LAGARDE. 
And ſealed with the ſeal of the republic. 


Meſſage of the Preſident to Congreſs, on the 5th June 1798. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, 


NOW tranſmit to both Houſes the communications from 
our envoys at Paris, received ſince the laſt, which have been 
reſented by me to Congreſs. 


= | United States, 5th Fune 1798. | Jonn ADAMS. 
=Y Dear Sir, Paris, March 9th, 1798. 


AGREEABLY to what we repreſented to you in our No. VI. 
xe prepared a letter to the miniſter of foreign affairs, on the ſub- 


ect of the late law, authorizing the capture of neutral veſſels, on 
rd of which any productions of Great Britain, or its poſ- 
* ellions, ſhould be lakes, ſhowing how incompatible ſuch law 


3 with the rights of neutral nations, and the treaty between 
France and America, its direct tendency to deſtroy the — 
ommerce of our country, and the particular hardſhips to whic 

would ſubject the agricultural as well as commercial intereſts of 
bur countrymen, from the peculiar ſituation of the United States. 
Ve added, that under exiſting circumſtances we could no longer 
elit the conviction that the demands of France rendered it en- 
rely impraCticable to effect the objects of our miſſion, and that 
ot being permanent miniſters, but envoys extraordinary, with 

ul powers for particular purpoſes, we deemed it improper to 
emain longer in France after the impoſſibility of effecting thoſe 
urpoſes had been demonftrated. Before however we took this 
ealure, and explicitly demanded our paſſports, we deemed it ex- 
dent to deſire Major Rutledge to call on M. Talleyrand, on the 
Joh ult. to know if he had any communication to make to us in 
onſequence of our letter dated the 17th, and delivered the 31(t 
January, To this M. Talleyrand replied, that he had no an- 
Ker to make, as the Directory had not taken any order on the 
udſect, and, when they did, he would inform us of it. Still he- 
dg anxious to hear explicitly from M. Talleyrand himſelf, before 
© ſent our final letter, whether there were no means within our 
Wer of accommodating our differences with France on juſt and 
M m 2 | reaſonable 


the 


＋ 
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reaſonable grounds, we wrote to him on the 27th of Februy, 
ſoliciting a perſonal interview on the ſubject of our miſſion ; he 
appointed the 2d of March 3 ou will find in the er. 
hibit A, herewith encloſed, what paſſed on that occafion. On the 
4th inſtarſt we requeſted another interview: we have detailed in 
the latter part of the ſame exhibit, for your information, the ſub. 
ſtance of that converſation. | | 
From theſe accounts you may obſerve, that the views of France, 
with regard to us, are not eſſentially changed ſince our communi 
cations with its unofficial agents in October laſt, | 
Me have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 
5 "Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNzy: 
J. Mar$SHALL, 5 
in E. Gz RRV. | 
Colonel Pickering, Secretary of the United States. 


| (A.) March the 14, 

AT three o'clock we waited on M. Talleyrand, and were a 
moſt immediately introduced to him. General Pinckney com 
menced the converſation, by ſaying, that our government and 
ourſelves were extremely anxious to remove the ſubſiſting difference 
between the two republics ; that we had received many propoli 
tions through M. V. to which we had found it impracticable u 
accede ; and that we had now waited on him for the purpoſe d 
inquiring whether other means might not be deviſed which would 
effect ſo delirable an object: the miniſter replied, that without 
doubt the Directory wiſhed very ſincerely, on our arrival, to ſa 
a ſolid friendſhip eſtabliſhed between France and the United 
States, abd had manifeſted this diſpoſition, by the readineſs with 
which orders for our paſſports were given: that the DireQr 
had. been extremely wounded by the laſt ſpeech of General Wald 
ington made to Congreſs, when about to quit the office of .Preks 
dent of the United States; and by the firſt and laſt ſpeech of Mr, 
Adams: that explanations of theſe ſpeeches were expected and 
required of us. General Pinckney expreſſed his ſurpriſe that the 
ſpecch of General Waſhington was complained of, and ſaid ti 
was a new complaint. M. Talleyrand merely obſerved, that i 
Directory was wounded at it, and proceeded. He ſaid that ts 
original favourable diſpoſition of the Directory had been a gow 
deal altered by the coldneſs and diſtance which we had obſerved; 
that inſtead of ſeeing him often, and endeavouring to remove tht 
obſtacles to a mutual approach, we had not once waited on bim 
General Pinckney obſerved, that when we delivered him our | 
ters of credence, he informed us that the Directory in a few days 
would decide concerning us, and that whep the deciſion was mats 


% % 


( 26g ) 


would communicate it to us: that this had for ſome time ſuſ- 
ended any procedure on our part. He anſwered, that this related 
aly to our public character, and not to private viſits, General 
Pinckney ſaid, that on an application made by his ſecretary for a 
paſſport for an American under his care, he was told that he muſt 
apply to the office of police, for that America had no miniſter in 
France ſince the recall of Mr. Monroe. The miniſter ſaid, that 
was very true; and then proceeded to ſay, that the Directory felt 
ſelf wounded by the different ſpeeches of Mr. Waſhington and 
Mr. Adams, which he had ſtated, and would require ſome proof, 
on the part of the United States, of a friendly diſpoſition, previous 


propoſe ſome means which might furniſh this proof; that if we 
were diſpoſed to furniſh it, there could be no difficulty in finding 
it; and he alluded very intelligibly to a loan. He faid he had ſe- 
reral conferences, with Mr. Gerry on this ſubject, who had 
always anſwered that we had no power. Mr. Gerry ſaid he had 
ſtated other objections; that he had particularly urged that it would 
imolve us in a war with Great Britain. He made no reply: and 
General Pinckney obſerved, that a loan had been ſuggeſted to us; 
but that we had uniformly anſwered, that it exceeded our powers. 
M. Talleyrand replied, that perſons at ſuch a diſtance as we 
were from our government, and poſſeſſed as we were of the public 
confidence, muſt often uſe their diſcretion, and exceed their 
powers for the public good : that there was a material difference 
between acting where inſtructions were ſilent, and doing what was 
particularly forbidden: that if indeed a loan was poſitively for- 
bidden, we might conſider ourſelves as incapable of making one; 
but if, as he ſuppoſed was the caſe (he looked the queſtion), our 
inſtructions were only ſilent, that it muſt be referred to us to act 


for the public good; that in almoſt all the treaties made during 
the revolution, the negotiators had exceeded their powers, al- 
though the government appointing them was. at na conſiderable 
diſtance, He particularized the treaty with Pruſſia, and ſeveral 
others, General Pinckney told him that our powers did not ex- 
tend to a loan, and perhaps might forbid it. The miniſtes till 
urged the difference between an expreſs probibition and mere 
lilence. He then proceeded to ſtate, that the principal objection 
on the part of our government to a loan mult be, that it would 
draw us out of the neutral ſituation in which we wiſhed to con- 
tn: that there were various means, thus; firſt, the ſecrecy 
of France, which might be relied on ; aud ſecondly, means of 
dilguiſing the loan might be deviſed, which would effectually 
prevent its being conſidered as an aid during the preſent war: 
that if we were truly and ſincerely deſirous of effecting the thing, 
ve ſhould experience no difficulty in finding the means. He 

again 
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to a treaty with us. He then ſaid that ſhe ought to ſearch for and 


in a caſe not provided for, according to the beſt of our judgment, 


| 
| 
| 
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again ſtated a propoſition of this fort on our part, as being ab{ 
Jutely neceſſary to prove that the government was not about en 
tering into a treaty with perſons of a temper hoſtile to it. M. 
Gerry not well hearing M. Talleyrand, who ſpoke low, aſkel 
him to explain himſelf with reſpect to the proviſion which he ha 
alluded to, ſuppoſing it to be a new one; and he anſwered, thy 
one of them was ſecrecy ; but that there were beſides various way 
which might eaſily be fuggeſted to cover the loan as an immedia 
one, by limiting the time of advancing it to diſtant inſtalments 
Mr. Gerry obſerved, that Dntrimond had ſuggeſted that a lou 
was propofed to be made payable after the war, and in ſupplies u 
St. Domingo. M. Talleyrand ſignified, that that might be one d 
the means uſed, and ſaid that if we were only ſincere in our wiſh, 
it would be eaſy to bring about the end. | 

General Marſhall told M. Talleyrand, that if the miniſters 
the United States had manifeſted any unwillingneſs to take al 
proper means to reconcile the two republics, or any indifference 
on the ſubject, they had very badly repreſented the feelings and 
wifhes of their government ; that the government of the United 
States was molt fincerely deſirous of preſerving the friendſhip d 
France, and had, in his opinion, unequivocally manifeſted that 
deſire, by having deputed us under the extraordinary circumſtance 
attending our miſſion, and by having ſo long patiently borne the 
immenſe loſs of property which had been ſuſtained ; that we ha 
endeavoured, according to the beſt of our judgment, to repreſent 
truly the diſpoſition of our government ; but that we underſtood 
that France would conſider nothing as an evidence of friend(hip, 
but an act that would tranſcend and violate our powers, and at the 
ſame time operate the moſt ſerious injury to our country; thi 
neutrality, in the preſent war, was of the laſt importance to the 
United States, and they had reſolved faithfully to maintain it; 
that they had committed no act, voluntarily, which was a bread 
of it, and could do nothing in ſecret, which, if known, would juſtly 
arrange them among the belligerent powers ; that in the preſent 
ſtate of things, if America was actually leagued with France in 
the war, ſhe would only be required to furniſh money; that ve 
had neither ſhips of war or men to be employed in it, and could 
conſequently, as a belligerent power, only be aſked for money; 
that therefore to furniſh money was in fact to make war, whit 


we could by rio means conſent to do, and which would abſolutely 


tranſcend our powers, being an act altogether without the ven 
and contemplation of our government when our miſſion was de- 
cided on: that with refpe to ſupplies to St. Domingo, no doubt 
could be entertained that our merchants would furniſh them vet] 
abundantly, if France would permit the commerce; and a load, 
really payable after the cloſe of the war, might then be negv 


tiated. M. Talleyrand again marked the diſtinction * 
2 | 
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ence of inſtructions and an expreſs prohibition, and again in- 
ted on the neceſſity of our proving, by ſome means which we 
wit offer, our friendſhip for the republic. He ſaid he muſt 
xa&t from us, on the part of his government, ſome propoſition 
this ſort ; that ta prove our friendſhip there muſt be ſome im- 
ediate aid, or ſomething which might avail them ; that the prin- 
ples of reciprocity would require it. General Pinckriey and 
neral Marſhall underſtood him, by this expreſſion, to allude to 
he loan formerly made by France to the United States. Mr. 
erty at the time thought he alluded to the treaty to be made, and 
aid all treaties ſhould be founded in reciprocity, and then aſked 
im whether a loan was the ultimatum of this government. M. 
alleyrand did not give a direct anſwer to the queſtion : he ſaid, as 


ould demonſtrate our friendly diſpoſition towards, and our good 
ſhes for the republic: this once done, he ſaid, the adjuſtment 
f complaints would be eaſy ; that would be matter of inquiry; 
nd if France had done us wrong, it would be repaired : but that 
this was refuſed, it would increaſe the diſtance and coldneſs be- 
een the two republics. The converſation continued in this 


ect in the evening. In the courſe of it, and in reply to ſome 
ſervations of M. Talleyrand, reſpeQing the proofs of friendſhip 
quired by France, General Pinckney obſerved, that our being 
ere was a mark of the friendly diſpoſition of cur government; 
nd that while we were here, the government had paſſed a decree 


agland, which in its operation would ſubject to capture all our 
roperty on the ocean. M. Talleyrand replied, that this was not 
articular to us, but was common to all the neutral powers. At 
other time, in anſwer to his demand of ſome mark of our friend- 
ip, General Marſhall obſerved, that we conſidered the mutual 
ttereſts of the two nations as requiring peace and friendſhip, and 
e relied on finding ſufficient motives in the intereſt of France to 
reſerve that friendſhip, without forcing us to an act which tran- 
ended our powers, and would be ſo injurious to our country. 
Is we were taking our leave, M. Talleyrand again noticed our 
t viſiting him, and ſaid, that he conceived our not having had 
audience from the Directory, ought not to have prevented it. 
eneral Marſhall told him, that our ſeeing the Directory, or not, 
an object of no concern to us; that we were perfectly indif- 
rent with regard to it, but that we conceived that until our 
udlic character was in ſome degree recogniſed, and we were 
tated as the miniſters and repreſentatives of our government, wo 


| Fay might ſubje& ourſelves to ſome injurious circumſtances to 
ich we could not ſubmit, He ſaid that was very true, but we 


8 might 


e vas underſtood, that the government inſiſted on ſome act which 


le until four o'clock, when we took our leave, and agreed to 


vr ſeizing neutral veſſels having on board any article coming out of 


uld not take upon ourſelves to act as miniſters, becauſe by doing 
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might ſee him as private individuals, and diſcuſs the object of d 


ference between us. | | 
We requefted of M. Talleyrand another interview, at ſuch ho 
as might be convenient to him, on the ſixth inſtant, He a 
_ſwered, that he would receive us at half paſt eleven, at whid 
hour we attended him. "ge | hall 
Immediately after our arrival at his office, we were introdu iz 
to the miniſter ; and General Pinckney ſtated, that we had conf 
dered, with the moſt ſerious attention, the converſation we 
the honour of holding with him, a few days paſt : that the props 
fitions he had ſuggeſted, appeared to us to be ſubſtantially the fans 
with thoſe which had been made by M. X. by M. V. and allo Jr \ 
Mr. Gerry, with an intention that they ſhould be communie * 
to his colleagues: that we conſidered it as a propoſition that elf 
United States ſhould furniſh aid to France, to be uſed during He 
preſent war: that though it was unuſual to difctoſe inſtruQion 
E we would declare to him, that in addition to its being a m 
ure amounting to a declaration of war again Great Britain, 
were expreſsly forbidden by our inſtructions to take ſuch a ſtep. 
The miniſter, ſaid, in the tone of queſtion, he ſuppoſed our ts 
ſtructions were to do nothing which would amount to a departs 
from our neutrality. General Pinckney ſaid, that we were f 
inſtructed, and that they were ſtill more particular. M. Talley 
rand then proceeded to argue, that it would be no departure fro 
neutrality, to ſtipulate a loan payable after the war, and * 
it clearly as admitting of application to immediate uſe. He fu 
a good deal of the ſecrecy with which the trauſuction might x 
clothed ; and obſerved further, that a loan payable after the wa 
would be a proof of our faithful obſervance of the duties of we 
trality, ſince it would be confidered as proving that we had reject 
q propofitions for an immediate loan. General Marſhal] replich 
; that we thought differently; that in our opinion, any act on tl 
part of the American government, on which one of the belligere 
powers could raiſe money for immediate uſe, would be furniſh 
aid to that power, and. would be taking part in the war. | 
would be, in fact, to take the only part which, in the exif n 
ſtate of things, America could take. This was our delibem 
opinion, and in addition to it, we confidered our inſtructions 


- concluſive on this point. "4 1 ay 
; He obſerved, that we had claims on the French governmell * 
for property taken from American citizens. Some of thoſe clan | 

were probably juſt, He aſked, if they were acknowledged 1 ſe 


France, whether we could not give a credit as to the payment, HR th 
for two years. We anſwered, that we could. He then inf 

> that it was preciſely the ſame thing; that by ſuch an ac n 
fhould conſent to leave in the hands of France, funds to . * 


our citizens were entitled, and which might be uſed in the proſe 
* | ' FS CU , 
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ion of the war. General Pinckney ſaid there was a differences 
tween the caſes ; that ſuch prizes were now actually in the 
wer of the French, without our conſent z we could not prevent 
or get them out; but the granting or not granting a loan way 
our power. He repeated his obſervation ; and General Mar- 
hall ſaid, that the property for which money was due to American 
tizens from the French government, was taken into the 'poſ- 
fon of that government without any co-operation on the part of 
de United States. | | £85 
No act of any ſort was performed by our governmemt, which in 
y degree contributed to place thoſe funds in the hands of France, 
jor was there any conſent towards it; but in the caſe propoſed; 
he act would be the act of the government: the government could 
elf place funds in the hands of France, and thereby furniſh 
jeans which might be employed in the proſecution of the war. 
[his was the diſtinction between the caſes; and in a queſtion of 
eutrality it appeared to us to be all important. The miniſter 
hen proceeded to ſtate the caſe of our aſſuming the debt of our 
tizens, and of paying the money in that manner ; but General 
Pinckney and Mr, Gerry told him we were poſitively forbidden to 
ume the debt to our own citizens, even if we were to pay the 
oney directly to them. He ſeemed ſurpriſed at this. General 
binckney obſerved, that, contrary to uſage, we had deemed it 
oper, in the exiſting ſtate of things, to ſtate candidly our 
owers to him, that he might know certainly that 'we could not 
ecretly, or under any diſguiſe whatever, make a loan which 
Dipkt be uſed during tho war. | 
M. Talleyrand ſaid, he muſt reſume his poſition, that there 
a difference which he muſt inſiſt upon, between 'a loan 
able immediately and a Joan payable in future; and he till 
nliſted there was no difference between a loan payable in future 
nd a credit for the money which might be due to our citizens: 
Mr, Gerry obſerved, that his colleagues had juſtly ſtated the diſ- 
indtion between the debt which will be due to the citizens of the 
nited States from France, in caſe of her recogniſing the claims 
hich we ſhall make in their behalf, and a debt which might ariſe. 
rom a loan by the government of the United States to that of 
ance, during the war. The one is the reſult of an arreſt of 
heir property, without their conſent ; the other would be a volun- 
ay at of the United States, and a breach of their neutrality, 
here is an additional objection to the latter; if the United States 
nould make ſuch a loan, it would give too much reaſon to ſup- 
bole that their government had conſented; in a collufive manner, 
0 the capture of the veſſels of their citizens, and had thus been 
unilhing France with ſupplies to carry on the war. Our in- 
— 7 expreſs, not to ſtipulate for any aids to France, ei- 
 Urectly or indire during the war. | . 
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on the members of the Senate, on an important ſubject, which 


otherwiſe eſcaped; ſecrecy, in this inſtance, might therefore h 
practicable. General Marſhall obſerved, that we had conſidend 


bable one would arrive before a month to come. (General Mat 


our diſpatches on the 8th of, January; and we-could not tell wh 


| aſked, with ſome furpriſe, whether we had not wiitten for 1. 


Lt -4) 
With reſpe& to a fecret ſtipulation, a loan cannot be mah 


without an act of the legiſlature: but if the executive were ad 
ate to it, we have had an inſtance of an injunRion of ſecrey 


one of the members thought himſelf warranted in publiſhing is 
the newſpaper ; and of frequent inſtances of ſecrets which lun 


conſidered, if the meaſure was in itſelf admiſſible, as being in 


the ſubje with great ſolicitude, and were decidedly of opinion, 
that we could not, under any form, make a loan which could nc 
uſed during the war; that we could not tell what our governnat iv" 
would do, if on the ſpot; but were perfectly clear, that, with 
additional orders, we could not do what France requeſted, Mr, nue 
Gerry obſerved, that the government and nation of the Unia d 
States, as well as ourſelves, were earneſtly ſolicitous to reſtan hich 
friendſhip between the two republics ; that, as General Marſhal ver 
had ſtated, we could not ſay what our government would do, 0 
on the ſpot ; but if this propoſition met the wiſhes of the govens tat 
ment of France, General Marſhall and himſelf had agreed imme ing 
diately to embark for the United States, and lay before ar 
government the exiſting ſtate of things here, as it reſpeRed ar 
nation, to enable them to determine whether any, and what othet 
meaſures on their part were neceſſary. M. Talleyrand made u 
obſervations on this propoſition; but inquired whether we er. 
pected ſoon. to receive orders. Mr. Gerry mentioned an ative 
he had received to a letter ſent by him in November; and Gents 
ral Marſhall flated, that our fielt diſpatches were ſent ou bau 
two veſſels at Amſterdam, en. the 20th of November; item 
which. M. Talleyrand ceuld form as juſt an idea as we cat 
when an anſwer might be expected: but he did not think it m 


ſhall told him, we knew that our gouermnent had(not receind 


they might be received. He: aſked whether our intelligence cum 
through England. , General Marſhall anfwered, thut it did od 
and General Pinckney faid, that American papers as late as l 
8th of January mentioned the fat. : 
There was ſome converſation about the time when theſe n. 
ſtructions might be expected; and General Marſhal ſugge&#8 
doubt whether our government might give any iaſtrudtians. N. 


ſtructions? And we anſwered, that we had not > and Mr. Ge 
ſaid that we had ſtated. facts to our ment, and con 

that nothing more was neceſſary. } Pinckney oblerwh 
that the government knowing the facts would do what was: pen 
per; and that our applying ox not applying ler inftzudtions wt 
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alter their conduct. M. Talleyrand then inquired whether 
had not ſent any one to the United States. General Pinckney 
d. No: and Mr. Gerry added, that ſoon after our arrival we had 
ade propoſitions to ſend one of our number; which were not 
ted. And General Marſhall further added, that thoſe who 
communicated with us, had told us we ſhould be ordered out 
France immediately; and we had ſuppoſed that we ſhould be 
tered out before our letters could reach the government, Mr. 
then obſerved, that the government of France mult judge 
be itſelf ; but that it appeared to him, that a treaty on liberal 
inciples, ſuch as thoſe on which the treaty of commerce be- 
ween the two nations was firſt eſtabliſhed, would be infinitely more 
hantageous to France than the trifling advantages ſhe could 
2 a loan, Such a treaty would produce a friendſhip 
d attachment, on the of the United States to France, 
hich would be ſolid and permanent, and produce benefits far 
jerior to thoſe of a loan, if we had powers to make it. To 
his obſervation M. Talleyrand made no reply. We parted with- 
any ſentiment delivered by the miniſter on the ſubject of our 
ing home to conſult our government. N 
As we were taking our leave of M. Talleyrand, we told him 
hat two of us would return immediately, to receive the inſtruc-' 
jons of our government, if that would be agreeable to the Direc- 
fry; if it was not, we would wait ſome time, in the expecta- 
wa of receiving inſtructions, 6A 


—— 
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Liter from the French Minifter of Foreign Affairs to the American 


Commiſſioners. 


Paris, a8th Venieſe, 6th Year (18th March 1798). 
IE underſigned miniſter of the French repuiblis for foreign 


affairs. has laid before the Executive Directory the memorial 
hich he has received from the commiſſioners and envoys extraor- 
ary of the United States of America, dated the 28th of Nivoſs 
. The Directory, deſirous of convincing the United States of 
real diſpoſitions with which it is animated in regard to thetn, 
a directed the underſigned to communicate to the commiſſioners 
a envoys extraordinary the following obſervations : 5 
The firſt thing witly which the mind is neceſſarily ſtruck in the 
nemorial of the commiſſioners and envoys extraordinary is the 
dethod which they have thought proper to purſue in the ſtate- 
tent of the points that are in controverſy between the two ſtates. 
de Executive DireQoty; animated with the moſt conciliatory. 
lſpoſitions, impreſſed with a ſenſe of the intereſts that ought to 
n the tuo nations towards each other, and eager to concuf in 
de well known widty of * 'of- both countries to maintain 
+5 h 2 . A per- 
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u perfect intimacy between them, had reaſon to exped᷑ that the 


envoys would have come forward with ſimilar diſpoſitions on the 
part of their government, with minds actuated with the ſang 
views, and impreſſed with the ſame wiſhes. How great, aft 


ſuch an expectation, muſt have been the ſurpriſe of the Execu. 


tive Directory, when the underſigned communicated to them: 


memorial, in which the commiſhoners and envoys extraordinar, 


reverſing the known order of facts, have ſtudiouſly paſſed over, 
as it were, in ſilence, the juſt motives of complaint of the French 
yernment, and diſguiſed the real cauſe of the miſunderſtandi 


which is prolonging itſelf between the two republics, ſo thati 


ſhould appear from that partial and incorrect ſtatement, that the 
French republic has no real grievances to complain of, no jul 
reparations to require, While the United States ſhould alone hare 
a right to complain, alone be entitled to demand fatisfaQion? 

1 he motives which have induced the preference given to thi 
mode of proceeding have not eſcaped the Directory. AQuated 
by a proper ſenſe of the dignity of the republic, whoſe intereh 
it is entruſted with, and wiſhing eventually to guard againſt the 
views that might have pointed out ſuch a conduct, it has given it 
in charge to the underſigned to diſpel thoſe deluſive appearance 


which indeed muſt vaniſh before a candid ſtatement of facts, and 


as ſoon as the real intentions of the Directory ſhall have been 
ſolemnly made to appear in oppoſition to thoſe views which could 
only be unjultly attributed to them by taking advantage of thei 
ſilence, h 
It is an inconteſtable truth, which is entirely kept out of vier 
in the memorial of the commiſſioners and envoys extraordinary, 
that France is entitled to a priority of complaints and grievancs; 
that thoſe complaints and grievances were real as well as nume 
rous long before the United States had the leaſt foundation for 
either, and conſequently before any of the facts which the env 
have ſo elaborately and minutely diſcuſſed had taken place. 
It is a no leſs inconteſtable truth, zhat all the grievances exli- 


| bited by the commiſſioners and envoys extraordinary, with ſoms 


exceptions, which the underſigned was ready to diſcuſs, ac 


- neceſſary conſequence of the meaſures which the prior condud 


the United States had rendered juſtifiable on the part of the 
French republic, and which her treaties with the ſaid, United 
States authorized in certain caſes, which it depended u 
general government of the union to bring or not into exiſtence. 
It is foreign to my purpoſe to enumerate the complaints whidl 
the French government had reaſon to make againſt the feet 
government ſince the commencement of the war excited agi 
the French republic by a power jealous of irs proſperity and of i 


. regeneration,  T hoſe details are contained in the numerous on- 


ciat communications made at Philadelphia by the mimiſters ol tb 
— 1 1 republic i 
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oublic ; they have been recapitulated by the predeceſſor of the 
nderſigned, in a note dated 19th Ventoſe, 4th year, addreſſed to 
he miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris, and 
articularly detailed in the official note of Citizen Adet, dated at 
iladelphia, 25th Brumaire, 5th year. Complaint was made 
be above note of the non-execution of the only clauſes of the 
reaties concluded in 1778, in which France had ſtipulated ſome 
trantages in return for the efforts which ſhe had engaged to 
nake for the common utility, and of infults which had been 
fered to the dignity of the French republic. | 

In fact, from the commencement of the war, the American 


at it 

the ibunals claimed the right of taking cogniſance of the validity of- 
jul zes carried by French cruiſers into the ports of the United 

ave rates. It reſulted from this pretenſion, contrary to the letter of 


he treaty of commerce of 1778, that the property of the citizens 
ff the republic was - unjuſtly detained ; that the French were 
ntirely diſcouraged from cruiſing in the American ſeas againſt 

enemy who was reviving the moſt barbarous laws of that 


the node of warfare, in order to inſult and annihilate the American 
n it ommerce even before the eyes of the federal government. 

ct Nor was that government ſatisfied with favouring the enemies 
and Pp! the French republic in a point of ſo much importance, a 


joint, indeed, out of which ſome abuſes might have ariſen, but 
hich the French government ſhowed itſelf diſpoſed to prevent; 
hey went ſo far as to grant to the ſhips of the enemy, contrary . 
o the plain letter of the above-mentioned treaty, ,an aſylum in 
he ports of the United States after having captured property or 
ellels belonging to French citizens. Soon after, a national 
vop of war, at anchor in the port of Philadelphia, was ſeized, 
nd her commander. arreſted by order of the government. In 
te manner the perſon of the ex-governor of Guadaloupe was 
reſted by proceſs from the American tribunals, to anſwer a 
omplaint founded upon facts relative to his adminiſtration; and 
Executive Directory were obliged to threaten making uſe of 
priſals before that affair could take the courſe which was: af- 
ned to it by the law of nations. During the whole ſpace of 
me of which a review has juſt now been taken, the French 
povernment endeavoured-in vain to determine the government of 
he United States to procure to the agents of the French republic 
he legal means of carrying into execution the articles of the con- 
ular convention of 1788, which granted privileges to our com- 
nerce and navigation, the principle of which was eſtabliſned by 
de treaties of 1778; and nothing could be obtained in this re- 
pet, but fruitleſs references to the tribunals. In general all 
alters which, with a truly conciliatory diſpoſition, might have 
Feen ſettled in the way of negotiation, were habitually referred to 
© judicial authorities, who, whether they were or not — 
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ſecret influence, did in the end, either deprive the republic o 
rights founded upon treaties, or modified the exerciſe thereof, x 
ſuited the ſyſtem adopted by the Executive. 

Such was the true ſtate of things in the month of Auguſt 170 
when the ratification of a treaty of amity, commerce, and nal 
gation, ſigned at London in November preceding, between the 
United States and Great Britain, filled the meaſure of the grey 
ances of the republic. "PER | 1 4 | 
| What had been till that period the conduct of the French govers 
ment towards the United States? The underſigned, in order ty 
contraſt it with that of the federal government, needs only recall 
to mind certain facts, which furely cannot have been forgotten, 

Engaged in Europe by the moſt preſſing concerns, the republi 
had not directed her attention to the United States unleſs it aut 
give them freſh proofs of the moſt ſincere attachment and friend 
wip; ſhe left it to her agents amicably to diſcuſs with the feds 
ral government, the controverſies, a ſketch of which has juſt now 
been given, and which, if they had been met on both ſides with 
real ſpirit of conciliation, could not have altered, to the proſen 
degree, the good underſtanding of the parties. Scarcely was the 
republic conſtituted when the ſent a miniſter to Philadelpti, 
whaſe firſt ſtep was to declare to the United States, that they 
ſhould not be urged to carry into execution the defenſive clauſes d 
the treaty of alliance, although the exiſting eircumſtances war 
in the moſt unequivocal manner within the cant farderis. Fa 
from. viewing this conduct in its proper light, the Amenca 
government conſidered it as the acknowledgment of a right, al 

in the fame ſpirit the commiſſioners and envoys extraordinay 
have met this queſtion in the beginning of their memorial. Ile 
miniſter of the republic at Philadelphia, having given uneaſind 
to the American government, was recalled with readineſs, 29d 
his recall was attended with circumſtances: of extreme ſevernyi 
His ſucceſſor carried to the United States alt the reparations thit 
could be wiſhed for, accompanied with the fincereſt and mol 
friendly declarations. Nothing can equal the. ſpirit of concils 
tion, or rather condefcenſion, in which his inſtructions we 
drawn up in relation. ta every point that had occaſioned any uns 
ſineſs io the federal government. Citizen Adet, in the named 
the Convention, corroborated thoſe expreſſions of good; will, an 
that aſſembly itſelf received. with the effuſions of an-.unboundl 
canfidence and fincerity, the new miniſter which the Prefides 
of the United States ſent to them, with the intention u 
correſponding fincerely with the diſpoſitions Which the repwb* 
had never ceaſed to evince. 754 PRC. 

Yet it will hardly be believed, that the French republic and ba 
alliance were actually facrificed at the very moment when the n 
thus giving to her ally increaſed proofs of her . 1 
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ard, and that the correſponding demonſtrations of the fedetal 


ie of 


f, 1 
to a deceitful ſecurity, It is nevertheleſs well known at this 


79% y, that it was at that period that Mr. Jay, who had been ſent 
n, London, only, it was then ſaid, in order to negotiate arrange- 
n the WWrents reſpecting the depredations which were committed by the 


itch cruiſers on the American trade, was ſigning a treaty of 
ity, navigation, and commerce, the negotiation and ſignature 


n which had been kept a moſt profound ſecret at Paris and at 
er 10 hi ladelphia. That treaty was not avowed to our miniſter pleni- 
recal entiary until the laſt extremity ; and it was communicated to 


im only for form's ſake, after it had been ſanctioned by the rati- 
cation of the Senate. When the agents of the republic com- 
plained of that myſterious conduct, they were anſwered by an 
ppeal to the independence of the United States, ſolemnly efia- 
lithed by the treaties of 1778—a ſtrange mode of defence againit 
complaint which the diflimulation which was uſed proves to 
me been but too well grounded; an inſidious ſubterfuge, which 
| the real point of the queſtion ſubſtitutes. a general principle, 
hich the republic could not be ſuſpected to controvert or deny, 
d which by means of a ſophiſm deſtroys that intimate confi- 
hence which ought to ſubſiſt between two allies, and particularly 
tween the French republic and the United States. | 
It is difficult to diſcover in this conduct, that which ought to 
e looked for from a friend. What ſhall we think of the treaty 
ſelf, and of its proviſions? That treaty is at this day known to 
Europe; and the ſmall majorities which gave it ſanction in 
doth Houſes, as well as the ſtrong and numerous expreſſions of the 
pinion of the people againſt it, are ſo many honourable teſtimo- 
in ſupport of the view which the French government has 
keen of it. The underſigned will not repeat the obſervations 
ade by his predeceſſor on this treaty, in his note of the 1 
entoſe before mentioned, and in that of the 19th of Meſſidor fol- 
ing; neither will he repeat what the miniſter plenipotentiary 
if the republic at Philadelphia ſet forth much at large in his offi- 
al note of the 25th Brumaire. He will confine himſelf fo 
ſerving ſummarily, that every thing having been-calculated in 


e diſadvantage of the French republic, and to the advantage ob 
gland; and the federal government having; in that inſtrument, 
ade to Great Britain conceſſions, the moſt unheard of, the moſt 
compatible with the intereſts of the United States, the moſt 
ogatory to the alliance which ſubſiſted between the ſaid States 
ud the French republic; the latter has been perſeſtly free, in 
rder to avoid the inconveniences of the treaty of London, to 
"all tifelf of the means of ſelf-preſervation which the laws; of 


uns and prior treaties offered. * | 
| ue 
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cutive had no other view but to lull her and her govertinedt 


wt treaty to make the neutrality of the United States operate to +» 


| 
| 


( 280 ) 


Such are the motives which have prompted the arr4e of tis 
Directory, of which the United States complain, as well as tis 
conduct of its agents in the Weſt Indies. All thoſe meaſure 
are included in the article II. of the treaty of 1785, which pm 
vides, that as to navigation and commerce France ſhall alway 
ſtand in relation to the United States on the footing of the mat 
favoured nations. The Executive Directory cannot be blamed; 
if the execution of this eventual clauſe has produced ſome incons 
veniences to the American flag. As to abufes, which may hae 
ariſen under the operation of that principle, the underſigned agaig 
repeats, that he was ready to diſcuſs them in the moſt amicabe 
manner, as EIA h 

From this faithful expoſition of the facts which have prog 
fively led to the preſent exiſting miſunderſtanding between th 
two republics, it is evident, as the underſigned obſerved in the 
beginning of this anſwer, that the French republic were fb 
aggrieved, and that ſuch of lier meaſures as may have given ii 
to the complaints of the United States are, with a few excepd 
tions, the natural conſequence of a ſtate of things which it mw 
in their power to produce or to avoid. LPT a 
If the underſigned, in fetting forth the complaints of the repub- 
lic, ſhould contine himſelf to the treaty-of London, he -woult 
but partially fulfil his duty, which directs his attention to furthd 
- ebjets;* - -* 0 SET 
From the moment when that treaty was put into execution” * 
the government of the United States. appeared to think itſelf & 
leaſed from the neceſſity of ſaving appearances towards the repubs 
lic, —Notwithſtanding the reiterated aſſurance which had ben 
given to its miniſters, that this treaty ſhould make no change i 
the pre-exiſting ſtate of the neutrality of the United States, tis 
French cruiſers were notified in the courſe oP the year 1796, th 
they could no longer, as had been theretofore praiſed, be ak 
mitted to ſell their prizes in the ports of the United Sus 
This deciſion was made by the federal court of Juſtice, a 
grounded on the treaty concluded between the United States Wl 
Great Britain, | | 

The newſpapers known to be under the indirect control 
the cabinet, have ſince that treaty been doubly active in their 
vectives and calumnies againlt the republic, and againſt her pm 
Ciples for repreſentatives and agents; libellous oubllcielouy open 
paid for by the miniſter of Great Britain, have brought to e 
under every ſhape, thoſe inſults and thofe calumnies ; and ſoc 
ſcandalous ſtate of things never excited the attention of the got 
ment, who might have repreſſed it. On the contrary, it 
countenanced by the public acts of the government itfelf. I 
Executive Directory has ſeen itſelf denounctd in a ſpeech, & 
vered by the Preſident, in the courſe of the month'of May (O. 8 
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endeavouring to ſpread anarchy and diyiſions in the United 
ates The new allies which the republic has acquired, and 
rho are the ſame who concurred in aſſerting the independence of 
be Americans, have alſo been inſulted in official correſpondences 
dich have been made public, and in the. newſpapers. Indeed 
is impoſſible not to diſcover in the tenour of the ſpeeches, and 
that of the publications which have been alluded to, a latent 
mity, which only awaits a favourable moment to break out. 
Facts being thus placed in their true light, it is diſagreeable to 
compelled to think that the inſtructions on which the commiſ- 
oners have ated, have not been drawn up with a ſincere inten- 
on to produce a pacific reſult; ſince, far from grounding their 
jemorial on ſome acknowledged principles or unconteſted facts, 
ey have inverted and confounded one with the other, ſo as to 
enabled to impute to the republic all the misfortunes of a rup- 
re which it appears to be intended to produce by ſuch a line of 
ndut, It is evident that the intention unequiyocally expreſſed, 
maintaining, at every hazard, the treaty of London, which is 
principal grievance of the republic ; of adhering to the ſpirit 
hich has produced that treaty and directed its execution, and of 
fuſing to allow to the republic any of the modes of reparation 
hich ſhe has prapoſed through the underſigned, have dictated 
ole inſtructions. It is equally evident, that there is no heſita- 
on in ſacrificing to theſe foreign feelings, thoſe which the trea- 
es of 1778, and the recollection of the circumſtances in the 
udit of which they were concluded, ought to inſpire. 

The remote conſequences of ſuch a conduct have not eſcaped 
e attention of the Directory. It is wiſhed, while nothing is 
nitted which can prolong the miſunderſtanding, and even in- 
feaſe it, to throw on the republic, in the view of America and 
urope, all the odium of ſuch a rupture. N 
[t is endeavoured to juſtify by deluſive appearances, the pre- 
Kices which are diſſeminated at pleaſure againſt the republic, 
the ſyſtem of exaſperation and alienation which is purſued, 
 reſpe&t to her, with the moſt unaccountable perſeverance. It 
intended, finally, to ſeize the firſt favourable opportunity of 
uſummating an intimate union with a power. towards which a 
"tion and partiality are ſhown, which has long been the baſis 
the conduct of the federal government. | 
The intentions which the underſigned attributes to the govern- 
it of the United States, are fo little diſguiſed, that nothing 
E015 to have been neglected at Philadelphia to render them evi- 
ito every eye. It was- probably with this view, that it was 
ght proper to ſend to the French republic, perſons whoſe 
bees and Connexions are too well known to expect from them 
Politions ſincerely conciliatory. It is painful to the under- 
ned to be obliged to contraſt this conduct with that which 
VW been 
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been held towards the cabinet of St. James's in analogous ci. 
cumſtances. The American executive was anxious to ſend to 
London miniſters well known to poſſeſs ſentiments ſtitable to the 
object of the miſſion. The republic _ have expeted, i 

would ſeem, a ſimilar deference; and, if the ſame degree d 
propriety has not been obſerved with reſpect to them, it is by 
too probable, that it muſt be attributed to the views. above point 
ed out by the underſigned. | 

It is impoſſible to foreſee whither ſuch diſpoſitions may lead 
The underſigned heſitates not to believe, that the American, like 
the French nation, beholds with regret ſuch a ſtate of things, ad 
is ſorrowfully affected with the idea of its conſequences. A 
thinks the Americans will form a correct opinion, with regardy 
the prejudices againſt an allied people which endeavours have ben 
made to inſtil into them; and alſo with regard to the engagement 
which it ſeems to be the object to prevail upon them to contnd, 
to the injury of an alliance which has ſo powerfully contributet 
to place and maintain them in the rank of natians ; and that thy 
will diſcover in thoſe new combinations the only dangers to which 
their proſperity and national importance can be expoſed, 

Impreſſed with the truth of theſe obſervations, and the conſ- 
quences which flow from them, the Executive Director ha 
authorized the underſigned to expreſs himſelf with all the frank 
neſs that becomes the French nation. It was indiſpenſable the 
he ſhould, in the name of the Executive Directory, diſpel the 
miſt of illuſions with which the complaints of the miniſters of tie 
French republic have for five years paſt been ſurrounded, with 
view to weaken, miſrepreſent, or diſguiſe them. He was abi 
lutely bound, by declaring their ſentiments in an unequivodt 
manner, to clear up every doubt and every falſe interpretation i 
which they might have been ſubject. f 

It is, therefore, ſolely with a view to ſmooth the way to d 
cuſſion, that the underfigned has entered upon the preceding tt 
planations. It is with the ſame view that he declares to the cu. 
miſſioners and enyoys extraordinary, that notwithſtanding the ki 
of prejudice which may have been entertained with reſpect i 
them, the Executive Directory are diſpoſed to treat with that 
of the commiſſioners whoſe opinions, preſumed to be more impart 
promiſe in the courſe of explanations a greater ſhare of that u 
tual confidence which is indiſpenſably required. The underſgn# 
flatters himſelf, that this overture will meet with no ſerious opf® 
ſition on the part of the commiſſioners and envoys extraordinal 
it is the more natural to expect it, as by the tenour of their po" 
the ſaid commiſſioners and envoys extraordinary are authori 
negotiate jointly or ſeparately; ſo that nothing but the def 
precluding all accommodation could raiſe any objection ag# 
that mealure, which moreoyer is merely pointed out to! 
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ommiſſioners themſelves, in order that nothing may on this occa- 


ther object than to ſecure a happy iſſue to the negotiation, by 
moving at the firſt outſet every thing that might, in the courſe of. 
hat negotiation, awaken feelings that might eventually commit it. 
The underſigned hopes the commiſſioners and envoys extraor- 
Jinary will ſoon enable him to inform the Executive DireQory 
ff their determination. Whatever this determination may be, 
he underſigned flatters himſelf, that the explanation he has given 


_ l bave placed the ſubject in its true light, and may eventually 
) We: ric 10 remove, in the eyes of all impartial men, the unfa- 
od durable impreſſion, which might be endeavoured to be made re- 
. 10 pecting the intentions of the French republic and her govern- 


nent, 
He concludes by renewing to the commiſſioners and envoys 
xtraordinary the aſſurance of his conſideration. 

(Signed) Cn. Mav. TALLEYRAND. 


% 


which 

Bellamy, of Hamburgh, to the Editor of the Ami des Loix, in 
_ Anſwer to his Paper of the 21t Prairial. 
* HE report of the American commiſſioners has been circulated 
e the throughout all Europe with great profuſion. It furniſhes 


eh nouriſhment to keep alive the hatred the enemies of France 
| againſt the French government, by endeavouring to prove 
at corruption has the moſt powerful influence in the Directory 


"I nd over their miniſters ; it may at leaſt fairly be ſuppoſed, that 
ol. report alluded to originated in this perfidious intention; but 
a0 of out attempting to defend thoſe who ſtand in need of no de- 


ence, I ſhall content myſelf with repelling the injury done to 
be in that report, by deſcribing me in the character of an in- 
Tiguer, 

Citizen Talleyrand, without whoſe orders I have done nothing, 
ad nothing, written nothing, might very well miſtake me for 
other, from the character given to me in the report of the com- 
iſſoners—1 myſelf ſhould have been led into an error by it, if 


he letter V. I ex from your impartiality, that as you 
ie been the echo of calumnies againſt me, you will alſo give 
om to the following ſimple truths, ſubſtantiated by facts, which 

dmit to the conſideration of the public. > | 


ed, made my preſence neceſſary at Paris, where I had fre- 
"nt opportunities of ſeeing Citizen 2 with whom J 
a formerly pretty intimately acquainted. One of my friends, a 


zen of the United States, who had been informed of that cir- 
O o 2 ene, 


Con have an unfavourable appearance, and which evidently has no 


dur journal had not lately named me as the perſon repreſented ' 


mmercial concerns, in which it is well known I was en- - 
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tor and my interpreter; for, to my great ſurpriſe, they declare 


2 There is demanded 
I 


—— — — — 


1778, and had none of thoſe fatal conſequences that the parag 


PFreudent.— It demands, in conſequence, à formal declaration, that it h fn 


deſignate. In conſideration of theſe reparations, the 


on the ſame footing as they ſtand with. 
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cumſtance, came to entreat me to communicate to that mMinifler 
certain means of bringing about a reconciliation between Francs 
and America: I conſented, and the miniſter thought the p 
ſition was not unworthy of his attention. He accordingly mais 
me immediately acquainted with the charges of the French 
1epublic againſt the Americans, eſpecially with thoſe that wer 
taken from the ſpeech of the Preſident Adams, of which he feat 
me a French tranſlation, togethgr with notes written in his ont 
hand, reſpecting explanations and reparations that he requird, 
He next propoſed to me that I ſhould ſee the commiſſioners, 
A wiſh to oblige him was not the only motive that determine 
my reſolution. The commercial advantages which I ſhould & 
rive from a treaty of peace, towards which I ſhould have contti 
buted, made me, I confeſs, ſomewhat regardleſs of the refols 
tion I had taken, not to intetmeddle in political affairs, 
I waited on the commiſſioners; and the friend who had entreits 
ed me to ſpeak to Citizen Talleyrand, was at once my introduc- 


that they did not underſtand French, and I was equally um- 
uainted with Engliſh. In this firſt conference I ſhowed then 
the above-mentioned note of the miniſter, reſpeRing the Pre: 
ent's ſpeech. My interpreter wrote down in French from what 
dictated to him, five articles which I conceived might conſt 
tute the baſis of a treaty of alliance: not a word did it conti 
relative to any ſpecific ſum of money: read theſe propoſitions 
tranſcribed literally from the report of the American _ 


ſioners ®, 


* . V — * 1 1 . a *** — ab. 


W * 


formal diſavowal in vriting, declaring that th 
n 


4 


. 
4 of the Citizen Preſident Barras did not contain thing olfenſte n 
the government of the United States, nor any thing hir f dqeſerved the 
thets contained in the whole paragraph: ſecondly, reparation is dem 
for the article, by which it ſhall be declared, that the decree of the Dur. 
tory there mentioned did not contain any thing contrary to the „ 


rep 
to it: thirdly, it is demanded, that there Mould be an acknowhedgment® 
writing, of the depredations exerciſed on our trade by the Eoglilh W 
French privateers: fourthly, the government of France, faithtul to n 
profeſſion of public faith which it has made, not to iritermeddle in the inte? 
nal affairs of foreign governments with whith it is at peace, wou 
upon his paragraph as an attack upon its loyalty, if this was intended by 


the government of France, nor its agents, that thi aph meant h 

— — 0 lebe republic 1 0 
poſed to renew with the United States of America, à treaty, fa 
place them reciprocally in the fame ſtate that they were in 1998. By 0 
new treaty France ſhall be placed wich reſpe& to the United States, ef 


v ; d in virtue of the laſt 
which has been concluded betwern theth, A Neier article of this te 2 
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Nor is that all: read over the whole of that conference, and 
© the three other conferences which I held under the deſcrip- 
of V. with the whole of the commiſhoners together. How. 
er miſ-ſhapen and contradictory the narrative of theſe converſas 
ons may appear under their pen, you will perceive that they: 
e never dared to accuſe me of having made a demand of twelve 
1ndred thouſand livres; that they do not quote a ſingle word of: 
ine, that has any reſpe& to ſach a circumſtance ; they merely 
tend that in one inſtance I anſwered in the affirmative, to a 
veſtion which they mention having put to me on this ſubjedtt. 
What! ſhall an accuſation of fo ferious a nature reft on no 
er foundation than a geſture, a nod, or a monoſyllable, which 
> not even ſo much as mentioned? And ſhall they be received as 
j anſwer to a queſtion put in a foreign language which I do not 
nderſtand? The bare ſtatement of ſuch an accuſation is ſuffi. 
jent to refute it. 
With the knowledge of the. miniſter, I had a ſecond confer- 
nce with them, in which I propoſed of my own accord, and as 
means of proving their attachment to France, to buy up ſore 
Batavian 1 at par See my propoſition as it is reported 
dy the commiſſioners; you cannot diſcover a word in it reſpecting 
a pretended douceur for the offices ®, 3 
The commiſſioners were deſirous to tranſmit me a written an- 
ver — read it over again, Citizen, in their own correſpondence, 
and ſay whether it contains a ſingle word concerning the pretend- 
d twelve hundred thouſand livres +. 


PE CEE 


— 


would be a loan to be made by the United States to the French republic; 
and once agreed upon the amount of the loan, it would be endeavoured t 
conſult the convenience of the United States with reſpe& to the beſt habed 
ef preventing its publicity.” 

WM. Y. ſaid further, that if we defired him to point out the ſum which 
be believed would be ſatisfattery, he would do To, We requeſted him to 
roceed; and he ſaid, that there were thirty-two millions of florins of 
ich reſcriptions, worth ten ſhillings in 3 which might be af. 

to us at twenty ſhillings in the pound; and he proceeded to (fate to us 
the certainty, that, after a peace, the Dutch government would repay us 
the money, ſo that we ſhould ultimately loſe nothing; and the only opera- 
don of the meaſure would be an advance from us to France of thirty-two 
millions on the credit of the — — of Holland.“ 

We committed immediately to writing the anſwer we propoſed, in tlis 
following words: Our powers reſpecting a treaty are ample; but the pro- 
poſition of a loan in the form of Dutch re * — or in any other form, is 
dot within the limits of our inſtructions. Upon this point therefore the 
government muſt be conſulted : one of the American miniſters will, for the 
purpoſe, forthwith embark for America, provided the Directory will ſuſ. 
pend all further captures on American veſſels, and will ſuſpend proceedings 
«thoſe already captured, as well as where the decifions have not yet been 
rendered; and that where ſales have been made, but the money not yet been 
received by the captors, it ſhall not be paid until the preliminary queſtions 
Fopoſed to the miniſters of the United States, be diſcuſſed and — 
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ſuſpended until his return. 7. Hoſtilities to be ſuſpend 
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Permit me here to correct and to animadvert on a very ſeriqy 
miſtake: in ſpeaking of that anſwer of the commiſſioners, m 
ſay, «« When an attempt is made to confide to Y. the negative anſwer 
to his propoſition of twelve hundred thouſand livres, he ſerinh 
from undertaking it ; and he is compelled to confeſs, from a kind 
of ſhame, that the propoſition comes neither from the Direction 
nor even from · the miniſter, but that it comes merely from himſeli. 

What levity, what injuſtice does not this paragraph betray, ig 
which you ſo inconſiderately diſpoſe of the reputation of an honek 
man! | 

Peruſe once more that anſwer, or get it explained to you, and 
you ſhall not diſcover in it one ſingle word reſpecting that pre 
tended propoſition of a ſum to be paid for attaining the ends d 
corruption. Read over the whole conference, and you will er 
ceive that, from the very outſet, I hold out the idea of a purchak 
of Batavian reſcriptions as my private individual opinion; and 
then, perhaps, you will repent of the injury you have done me! 

Finally, a third conference took place on the goth of October: 
I delivered into the hands of the American commiſſioners a paper 
containing ſeven articles, among which is, to be found the mw 
poſed purchaſe of Batavian reſcriptions, but not one word her 
neither, of the twelve hundred thouſand livres *, | 

Odferve, Citizen, that in each conference I invariably ſtarted 
by declaring “a circumſtance not denied by the commiſſionen 
themſelves, that I did not pretend to any public character; tha 
I did not inſinnate any connexion whatever with the DireQory; 
that I was not known to, any of its members; and that I tooka 
part in theſe conferences merely out of complaiſance for Citizen 
Talleyrand, who was ſtudious to deviſe every poſſible means d 
ſecuring an honourable peace between the two nations.“ 

Have, therefore, the candour to confeſs, that a man unse- 
quainted with the Directory, without poſſeſſing any weight with 
any of its members, and who cannot fairly be regarded as attempt 
ing to impoſe upon the world, is not a perſon of ſufficient conl. 
deration to be bought at the price of twelve hundred thouſand 
livres. | f 


— 


„%. That the envoys ſhould remain in France fix months on the ſame 
etiquette as the Portugueſe miniſter. 2. That a commiſſion of five ſhould 
decide on the reclamations of the Americans relative to prizes. 3. Thit 
the American government ſhall pay the indemnifications to the America 
creditors of the French republic in the firſt inſtance : the French to rep 
in future. 4. One of the envoys ſhall return to America to demand powers 
to purchaſe, for caſh, thirty-two millions of Dutch reſcriptions. 5. Ia tht 
interval, the definitive treaty to proceed, and to be ready for ſignature 0 
the return of the envoy. 6. The queſtion of the role d"equipage to remail 

&d or ſix months, 


Shall 


during the going aud the return of the envoy.“ 
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Shall it be ſaid, that, availing myſelf of my acquaintance wth 
e miniſter, I endeavoured to make good ſome claim to that 
m? The narrative of the commillioners is an additional argu- 
tent to prove the abſurdity of that imputation. You may there 
ad, that, convinced of the inutility of intermediate conferences, 
waited upon Mr, Gerry, to entreat him to aſk for a perſonal 
terview with Citizen Talleyrand, the miniſter ; that I myſelf 
nducted him to the houſe of that miniſter, praying him to ac- 
uaint the miniſter, without any exception, with the whole of 
e propoſitions or demands that had been made to him. And 
re, indeed, is it that I have to appeal to Mr. Gerry himſelf, 
ſeeching him to do homage to that truth; to have the goodneſs 
þ ay, whether he was ſilent on any propoſition ; whether he 
as conſcious of the leaſt poſſible omiſſion ; and whether I did 
vt expreſs myſelf in terms of thanks for his very punctilious 
xactneſs; and what was the anſwer of Citizen Talleyrand? 
mely, That the inſtructions given by me, Bellamy, to Mr. 
erry, were exact, and that he could always rely upon them “. 
What then, might I aſk with ſome degree of aſtoniſhment— 
hat then are the political views'of Mr. Gerry, when, not- 
thitanding the preceding facts, he ſo tardily accuſes me, in his 
ner of the 31ſt May, of not having, as far as he knew, pro- 
ced any confidential powers, any document, of any nature 
hatſoever, and conſequently of being a perſon who came for- 
ard in a very queſtionable unauthorized ſhape? 

But I myſelf am here guilty of injuſtice towards the American 
mmilſioner, It is not he, but you, Citizen, who brand me 
ith the odious ſuſpicion of being a hireling negotiator, while 
rown journal contains a proof that Mr. Gerry exonerates me 
om any ſuch imputation. 

„Mr. Gerry,” you ſay, © has poſitively declared, in one of his 
ners, that no citizen authorized by the miniſter, has ſaid a 
lable to him that carried with it the moſt remote intimation of 
e propoſition of diſburſing money for the purpoſes of corrup- 
on. — Say, therefore, Citizen, that I am the perſon, or that 
lr. Gerry points out a perſon, who, during the whole eourſe of 
is negotiation, has been more accredited than I was by the mĩniſ- 
to treat with Mr, Gerry All the inſtructions of Mr. Bellamy 
exact, and you may always confide in them, Connect this 
mal authorization of the miniſter with what Mr. Gerry has 
Clared poſitively, and again you muſt vent a repentant ſigh for 
e injury you have done me. 


ms of praiſe; the exertions made by the miniſter of the foreign 


* Report of the commiſſioners. 
R department 


How alſo does it come toy Citizen, that you mention in ' 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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department to extricate the commiſlioners from their embarraſe( 
ſituation, and that in the ſame number of your journal you ei- 
minate me for having co-operated with his deſires ?' 
As a condition previous to acknowledging the commiſſioner, | 
called upon them, you ſay, for certain explanations of ſome 
fages evidently inſulting to the French republic, which were dif 
tinguiſhable in the ſpeech of the Preſident of the United Stat 
But ſoon he was 4 to ſpare them the embarraſſment « d 
| theſe diſavowals, and gave them to underſtand that an offer mai 
by them to purchaſe a certain quantity of Dutch reſcriptiogy 
would be regarded as a friendly act on their part: finally, he cows 
plained of not ſecing them, and ſeemed anxious to hold conf. 
ences with Mr, Gerry.” . 
Here, then, is a preciſe analyſis of all that I have ſaid, vnus 
or done in the three conferences which I held with the comm; 
ſioners. Be therefore conſiſtent with yourſelf, Citizen; eithy 
retract the well-merited praiſes which you beſtow on the pacik 
intentions of the miniſter, and on the ſteps which he ordered 
be taken, or confeſs that this man, who was the faithful agu 
of his intentions, and who followed, with the moſt ſcrupylay 
exactneſs, the inſtructions he had received, by no means deſeny 
the cruel reproach with which you load him. 
And here I would conclude my anſwer, had I not to notices 
reprobate the levity or the inconſiſtency with which the comm. 
ſioners, in their report, turn againſt me the overtures which 
was charged by Citizen Beaymarchais to make to them in! 
name. I had ſeen him at Hamburgh, and I had kept up a ca 
mercial intercourſe with him. Having been informed by 6 
commiſſioners themſelves of my intercourſe with him, he wo 
to me, and his letter is in my poſſeſſion, praying me to prope 
to Mr. Marſhall, who had been his counſel in Virginia, u 
lawſuit for nearly fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, gained int 
firſt inſtance by his abilities, to buy up his claims at fifty thc 
pounds ſterling loſs. | 
I made that propoſition in perſon to Mr. Marſhall ; he ce 
municated it to Mr. Gerry, who was preſent, and then my 
converſed upon it with che latter; both of them, who had Wt 
ſtudying French for two months, thought they underſtood it 
ficiently not to require the aſſiſtance of an interpreter ; unfor 
nately * me, it proved otherwiſe, ſince neither of them un 
ſtood in the ſame manner the propoſition which I had made 
them, as clearly appears from the note of Mr, Marſhall of 
18th December: — “ General Pinckney and Mr. Gerry met a 
ther at my houſe; Mr. Gerry gave us à detailed account of | 
converſation, of which mention is made in our public 
The propofition relative to the reclamation of M. Beauwae 
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altogether different from what I had conceived of it, in conſe- 
ence of what M. V. had told me,” N 
Imi des Loix, which has conſtantly _ up the unconciliating: 
utacter of the commiſſioners, their different views, their pre- 
dices againſt France, the diſlike of two of them to peace, in- 
ad of endeavouring to degrade my character, might have done 
e jultice by obſerving on this paragraph, which evidently charges 
e commithoners with a miſtake, or with the political falſifica- 
of the facts. 

Eight or ten days after the audience I procured for Mr. Gerry 
ith Citizen Talleyrand, -I went to dine with the commiſſioners, 
company with this miniſter, The following decade I again 
ned with Mr. Gerry at the miniſter's houſe, fifteen days having 
ppſed without any reciprocal communication. Mr. Gerry prayed 
to call upon him at his houſe, but I refuſed it, as contrary 
the inclination of Citizen Talleyrand. > aig! 
A few days after, he thought proper that I ſhould return to 
. Gerry's. Mr. Gerry then again entreated me to give him a 
inen copy of what I conceived to be the Taft intentions of the 
niſter. 1 did ſo in four articles, without the leaſt mention of 
pretended ſum for purpoſes of corruption. Mr. Gerry is in 
efſion of that note in my hand-writing. oY; . 
A few days after Mr. Gerry called upon me. He expreſſed a 
ire to have a new private interview with Citizen Talleyrand; 
is favour I requeſted and obtained, and I intimated it in writing 
Mr. Gerry, who wrote me a letter of thanks on the occaſion, 
lat letter is in my hands. Mr. Gerry paid me another vility 
ying me to ſolicit a new interview, which was granted, and L 
re his anſwer expreſſive of his thanks. | * 
Thus, from the day on which I firſt conducted Mr. Gerry to 
tizen Talleyrand's houſe, I had been with him five times, I 
e a note into his hands, We have written ſeveral letters. to 
" other, and I call upon him to publiſh mine. | 
Again, let me repeat it, the man who would have dreadef! t 
amunication of an improper demand, would he have been t 

ron to propoſe interviews with the miniſter? Would he 

uoully (tept forward to ſolicit them at the inſtigation of others, 
2 would he not have exerted himſelf to prevent their 
Plicity ? | 2 

On the 5th of February I quitted Paris. Two months after 
reurnced thither. Immediately on my arrival I was again en- 
ned to commune with the miniſter on the embarraſling ſitua- 
n of the commiſſioners. This I declined, being furniſhed 
it proofs that, excepting Mr, Gerry, they entertained no ſin- 
e intention of a conciliation between the two governments; 
here concluded my intercourſe with them, though I continued 
Vor. VII. | 15 5 ts | fix 
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ovyn printed corre ſpondence, did not lay that accuſation to 


two republics. 


themſelves who, after the three firſt conferences, came and v 
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ſix weeks, during which time I viſited Citizen Talleyrand it led 
three times every week. 


* * 


T have proved that I never made any demand of a ſpecific oo 
of money from the American court, and that the very conver 
ton, and that the recital of my conferences with them in thee 


rge. : | 

I . proved that I have been authorized by the miniſter 
keep up this correſponderice with the commiſſioners ; that Mg 
Gerry was certain of it; and that my inſtructions, uniform 
act, had only for their object an honourable peace between th 


In a word, I Have explained the miſtake into which Mr. 
ſhall had fallen, relative to the particular propoſition which 
was Charged to make him; and [ have ſhown that this miſk 
alone might have been the pretext for the accuſation broup 
againſt me. 4-4 . : Pr 

I imagine that I have enabled you alſu'to conclude, that [i 
not deſerve the teſtimony which the commiſſioners bear to my k 
wardneſs in courting interviews with them, ſince it was thy 


upon me, and that I finally expreſſed a firm reſolution of beaii 
no part in the intercourſe with the miniſter. | 
I deferved to have met with friends, and JI am certain that 
confidence they would repoſe in me, would repel the injury 
done to my character. I feel called upon to juſtify, in the q; 
of the prejudiced and indifferent, the kindneſs they beſtow y 
me; and if I have ſucceeded in repreſling the riſing ſentiment 
indignation—if I have ſubmitted to the humiliating taſk of pie 
ing againſt calumny, it is in order to fulfil this ſacred duty 
in order to expiate, in ſome meaſure, by this; painful eftort, 
the too eaſy confidence with which J imprudently' flattered n 
that I was promoting the advantages of commerce and the d 
of humanity. | 
'Hamburgh, June 25, 1798. 


* 


; FIC fo Ps . 
Cot of a Lettty from M. Claſſen, Eſq. Daniſh Conſul at Pi | 

* %% ala, Muldrup, Eſq. Bann Conſut at Leith — 
1 7 conformity to the meſſage ſent by the Executive Direc — 
I the 4th of January, to the Council of Five Hundred, the! — 
Council decreed, the 11th inſtant, as you will pleaſe to obe thet 


by the following extract from the fitting of the 22d Nn 

4 That all veſſels found on the ſeas, loaded in part, or in W 

with products or merchandiſe of Great Britain, or of her p 

ſions, will be declared as legal prizes, without regard to def 
| 4 | 
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cree, however, has not the force of law, until approved of by 


ib de Council of Elders ; but as I have no doubt that theſe 4 — 
A unjust meaſures againſt neutral veſſels and cargoes will he 
in * .nGioned and put in execution, I haſten to acquaint you of ' 


m, and to beg of you to put all our navigators on their guard 
&s: rom approaching the ports or coaſt of France with the products 
- merchandiſe of Great Britain, until the French ment 


— ge its principles, as I flatter myſelf it will do. It would bg 
15 „enng an important ſervice to the Eaſt and Welt India trad 


ere you to inform them of the danger — run in hay 


* he coaſt of France; and I have to requeſt that you would fe 

£ ut circulars by the firſt ſhips ailing for theſe parts to that pur- 
M ry 

whic | I have the honour to be, &c. 

= 5 a 3 


7 Note from Citizen Bernadotte, Ambaſſador from the French Republic 
to the Court of Vienna, to M. Baron de Thugut. | 
HE ambaſſador of the French republic informs M.deThugut, 
that at the very moment he is writing this note, a far atical 
yopulace dare to form an aſſemblage before the gate of his reſi- 
ence. The motives that animate the i cannot be the 
dect of the flighteſt doubt, becauſe ſeyeral ſtones have bee 
brown at the windows of the houſe which the ambaſſador occu- 
pies, Indignant at ſuch inſolenee, he entreats M. de Thugut 
0 order inſtantly the neceſſary reſearches, in orger that the au- 
ents hors may be lifcorered, and puniſhed in ſuch a manner as may 
bor an example. The ambaſſador doubts not that his re- 
— lamations will be attended to with all the ſpee which they ought 
o inſpire, and that in future the police may be yigilant enou 
0 prevent every ſimilar ſcene, which E“ renewed wilho! 
pavolving in it the moſt ſerious conſequences ; ſince it is the firt 
intention of the ambaſſador to repel with energy the lighteſt 
inſult, much more ſuch ſcandalous exceſſe 5 ver 
Signed) BERNADOTTE. 
24 Germinal (13th April 1798). 
P.S.—M. de Thugut is defired to remark, that there is much 
raſon to complain of the agents of the police. Several indi. 
"duals, who faid that they were employed by the police, were 
quired to diſperſe the aferablage: but inſtead of fulfilling the 
intentions of the ambaſſador, they remained cool ſpeRators of 
tele revolting diſorders, RE 
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dns to whom ſuch products or merchandiſe may belong.” This 
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has vainly invited the crowd to ſeparate and retire peaceably y 


lation of the rights of nations, would prefer proclaiming ink 


; ſeveral perſons of the legation have been obliged to releaſe the: 


«Ave hours; that no police officer has yet been to him; that * 


1 


VVV: 
= qe. © Second Note. 


THE ambaſſador of the French republic informs anew M. A 
Thugut, that the frenzy of the people is ſuch, that all the pad 
of glaſs of the houſe have been broken by the ſtones throm 
againſt them; He adviſes him, that the aſſemblage is already 
creaſed to upwards of three thouſand perſons, and that the gun 
in the environs of the houſe, far from protecting it, remain 
proving ſpectators of the caprice and fury of the people=they 
inertneſs encourages them. The ambafſador cannot but beliew 
that this ſcandalous ſcene is tolerated, or rather excited, by ts 
authorities which adopt no meaſtires to put an end to it. I 
ſees with as much pain as regret, that the dignity of the Fred 
people is wounded by the inſult offered to the. ambaſſador, why 


their habitations. At the very moment in which the ambaſſalg 
is writing, the fury of the populace is ſuch, that the gates han 
been broken by the ſtones thrown againſt them, and that in preſem 
of the guards: the tri-coloured ſtandard has juſt been torn awy 
by the, mutinous populace. The ambaſſador, not being a 
to remain longer in a country where the moſt ſacred lan 
are violated, where the moſt ſacred treaties are trodden unk 
feet, demands of M. de Thugut a paſſport to return to Fa 
with all the legation ; unleſs M. de Thugut, reproving this v6 


ſtreets of Vienna, that the Auſtrian government, having taka 
no part in the. inſults and outrages exerciſed againſt the Frend 
republic, formally diſavows them; and dire&s that the authon 
and accomplices be ſought after and puniſhed in an exempla 
manner. On this condition alone, and with an obligation a 
the part of the Auſtrian government to replace the tri-coloum 
ſtandard, and to cauſe it to be hhiſted by a civil or military oſha 
in the houſe of the French ambaſſador, the ambaſſador can r- 
main. M. de Thugut muſt ſee that the time preſſes, that if 
moments are precious, and that therefore he owes to the ambab 
ſador a prompt and categorical reply to all the points of his 6 
mand. The ambaſſador beſides obſerves to M. de, Thugut, tha 


ſelves from the fury of the populace ſword in hand. 
| (Signed)  BERNADOTTE 


La + Third Note. 


THE ambaſſador of the French republic informs M. de Thir 
gut, that the tumult and exceſſes of all kinds have laſted fd 


LS ft 
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pus populace is in poſſeſſion of different parts of bis habitation; 
bete the ſeditious break every thing they meet with; that the 


M wbalſador, the ſecretaries of legation, the officers and French 
© Pane ens who were with him, are obliged to retire to an apart- 
thront -nt, where, with the diſpoſition that characterizes French re- 
ady 4 l:icans, they await the event, . 
Lan Tue ambaſſador can no longer remain in an unhoſpitable city, 


a" cc thcy violate in ſo frightful a manner the principles that 
ee nations, the rights of people conſecrated by the reſpect of 


die cd perſons : he requires his Imperial Majeſty's miniſter 
WL foreign affairs to ſend him the neceſſary paſſports for himſelf 
t i 1 for all the Frenchmen who are to go with him, The Romy | 
bs TY palſport ought to be haſtened ſo much the more, becauſe 
. e crowd, on the point of breaking into the room where the 


. tench citizens wait for it, drew back only at the moment in 
. uch ſome ſervants were obliged to uſe fire- arms againſt them. 


es hant . | 
* (Signed) Bea ADOTTE. 


p. s. This laſt note which the ambaſſador of the French re- 
gb deſtines for M. de Thugut, is ſufficiently marking in its 
Lid for him not to perceive that it is the third which will 
une been addreſſed to him, without any reply having followed 


F ranch two firſt, 8 


18 Vi0- — | 

— Reply of M. de Thugut, 13th April 1798. 

'rend [T is with infinite pain that the miniſter for foreign affairs 
uthon a learnt the diſorders which are the ſubject of the notes which 
par": citizen ambaſſador of the French republic has addreſſed to him 
on 0 is evening. The miniſter will make an exact report to his Im- 
four trial Majeſty, and he doubts not that he will feel much diſpleaſure. 
»ffcet „e Citizen ambaſſador may be perſuaded, that no means ſhall 
in K. neglected to examine into the events of this evening with all 
at tht he rivour preſcribed by juſtice, and with the ſincere. intereſt 
nbi ich the Auſtrian government will ever attach to the cultivation 
is dts ' the amity ſo happily re-eſtabliſhed between the two powers. 
tha (Signed) Tar Baron DE THuGur. 


hems 


77 Nele addreſſed by the Ambaſſador Bernadotte to the Emperor. 


HIS Imperial Majeſty cannot fail to have been informed of 
ie exceſſes commited againſt the embaſſy of the French repub- 
e. Three ſucceſſive notes have been addreſſed by the ambaſſidor 
[10- M. Baron de Thugut, to announce to him the beginning and 
| ot Progreſs of the tumult. He has ſeen all the. period of danger 


oh = hout receiving any anſwer ; and it was not till three in 
100 * morning that he received at length a note very little calculated 
to 
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to fulfil his expectation. So extraordinary a conduct places 
ambaſſador of the French republic in the ſituation of inviting , 
Imperial Majeſty to. eauſe the different notes ſent to his mini 
| for foreign affairs ta be laid before him. It is with regret & 
he entreats his Imperial Majeſty to obſerve, that a the ou 
ber of his reclamations is the demand of paſſports, of which 
is forced to make uſe to go and receive the orders of the 20ve 
ment to which he has the honour to belong. In removing fi 
this reſidence he ſhall carry with him the conſolatory certain 
having neglected nothing to convince his Imperial Majeſly d 
the pacific and amicable diſpoſitions which the French goy 

ment entertains with regard to him. Another motive of (ai 
faction is derived from the perſuaſion, that bis Imperial Mach 
is deeply afflicted hy the attack directed againſt the repreſentay 
of a friendly government ; and that all the meaſures which 1 
circumſtances required would haye been immediately adopted, 
the intentions of his Impexial Majeſty had been faithfully f 
filled, The ambaſſador hopes that the future will confirm tl 
opinion in a ſignal manner, and that a juſt reparation will pw 
to the Executive Directory of the French republic, that his] 
perial Majeſty forms withes as ſincere as they do for the mi 
© 4enance of good underſtanding between the two nations. 


Signed) BeRNADOTTI. 
25 Germinal (14 April), = | 


Aufever of the Imperial Min iſter » Count Colloredy, to the above 


THE miniſter of the cabinet, Count Colloredo, has the 
Nour, in obedience to the orders of his Imperial Majeſty ® 
Emperor, to ſignify to the citizen ambaſſador of the French 
public, that his Majeſty has heard, with much uneaſineſs, of ts 
exceſſes and diſorders committed in the preceding night; that M 
Majeſty was no ſooner informed of them, than he ſent pre 
orders both to the commandant of the troops and the miniſters 
police; and from their known zeal there can be no doubt of 
intentions having been fulfilled, as far as circumſtances vt 
permit; that the Emperor hopes the citizen ambaſſador will 

rſiſt in the ſteps he mentions, but will conſider the inconve 
encies likely to ariſe from any report of a diſagreement betven 
the two powers; a report which the departure of the ambaf 
from Vienna could nat fail to excite ; that his Majeſty bas d 
dered the Count de Saurau and Baron Degelman to repair, in i 
courſe of the day, to the citizen ambaſſador, in ork to fy * 
lights upon, and to verify all the facts, and to femove all} 
motive of complaint on his part, to the ſatisfaQion of all ps 
The Emperor, in commanding the underſigged 10 teftify * 
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Tees iments to the ambaſſador, has alſo directed him to add his 
iting A: ances of his Majefty's unalterable reſolution io preſerve the 
in endſhip and good underſtanding ſo happily eſtabliſhed detween 
two powers; a reſolution, the fincerity of which is placed 

he dun ond all doubt, by the punctuality with which his Majefty has 
ich mplied with all the ſtipulations of the treaty of Campo Formio. 
The underſigned entreats the citizen ambaſſador to accept the 


Turances of his high conſideration. 
ainh CoLLOREDO, 
jeſt d 3 
7 Proclamation iſſued at Vienna on the 14th May 1798. 


HIS Majeſty the Emperor has received, with the utmoſt fatiſ- 
ion, the various proofs of loyalty and attachment manifeſtell 
the good citizens of this metropolis on ſo many occaſions 
ted, ce his acceſſion to the throne ; and theſe proots are the more 


j fy leaſing to his paternal feelings, as they were always attended 
I ith love of order, propriety of conduct, and a peaceful de- 
| on eanour. For the firſt time, his Majeſty learned yeſterday, tb 
us I is great diſpleaſure, that ſome inhabitants of this capital, de- 
"= ating from the path of lawful order, and led aſtray by an ill- 


deed zeal, allowed themſelves to commit ſeveral acts of violence 
rr. n the houſe of the French ambaſſador, and to diſturb the publit 
ranquillity and peace. His Majeſty expects that from this 
noment no well-diſpoſed citizen, either directly or indirealy, 
l encourage any further aſſemblage, but, on the contrary, wit 

xert himſelf to the utmoſt extent of his abilities to reſtore order 
and r N But if, contrary to this expectation, any inha- 
ww AE this city ſhould attempt again to diſturb the peace of 
7 heir fellow-citizens, the fame Hall be proſecuted and puniſhed 
erding to the utmoſt rigour of the law. LY 


11 


F a Letter from Citizen Bernadotte, Ambaſſador from -the 
"French Republic to the Court of Vienna, to Citizen Bacher, Mi- 
ier at Ratiſbon, oy rt | | 

|| Vienna, 24th Germinal C April 14), 6th Year. 

THE violent attack on the French embaſſy, of which the 

Papal government gave the firſt example, has been repeated at 


* Vienna. I had cauſed a ſmall tri- coloured flag to be aller bg 
bor my hotel, to ſupply the place of the arms of the"republie, 


Which ] had not yet procured. About feven o'clock in the eventing 
a notous mob, the blind inſtruments of ' ſome deſigning perſoriy, 
colleted under my windows, and uttered violent threats 'arkd 
execrations againſt the national colours. I went down, fd 
1 deawoured to perſuade them to diſperſe, bat without "EMEA, 

| Some 


% 


French republic which it has a right to require, 


j 
il 
i 
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De Ambaſſador of. the French Republic refiding in the Ciſalpint Is 


you cannot be ignorant of the ſtate of diſorganization 1 


good, or to prevent what is evil; a ruinous and ill-conee 
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Some perſons, who called themſelves agents of the police, 
their inactivity in oppoſing them, in fact induced them to la 
and ſeemed to promiſe them impunity. They ſoon proceels] 
from threats to open acts of violence. An armed force, na 
than ſufficient to reſtrain the rioters, or even to diſperſe then 
remained mere ſpectators of the miſchief they did; and they 
jnertneſs- contributed to increaſe. the fury of the multitude, Ty 
rioters now broke open the doors of the houſe, and forced they 
way into the court- yard, ſhouting, 4 Death and deſtruction u 
the French!“ Death we indeed expected, but our laſt moment 
would have been terrible to our affailants, for we were det 
mined to fel] our lives dear. Three of theſe ruffians attempt 
to force their way up the ſtairs ; but three piſtol ſhots from ay 
attendants puniſhed them for their temerity. This oppoſition 
which they probably did not expect, ſomewhat damped thet 
courage, and they wreaked their vengeance on the carriages a 
other effects in the court- yard, which they ſuppoſed to be our 
At laſt, after we had been left five hours expoſed to the fury d 
theſe banditti, a detachment of cavalry, which had long ben 
there, was ordered to act, and ſoon cleared the court-yard ak 
adjoining places of the mob. | 
As the rights of nations, and the honour of the French t 
public, have been thus ſcandalouſly inſulted in my perſon, all 
the Auſtrian government did not appear willing to make ſuitabk 
compenſation, I propoſe to-morrow to leave Vienna and rei 
to Raſtadt, there to wait the further orders of the Directory. 
In the mean time I flaiter myſelf, that a breach between tit 
two nations will not be the neceſſary conſequence of this ſhams 
ful tranſaction; and that Francis IT. when he is more fully is 
formed of all the circumſtances, will give that ſatisfaction tot 


Health and fraternity. | 
(Signed) - BERNADOTTE. 


_ 


— ä — 


public to the two Councils of the latter Republic. 
Citizens Legiſlators, Milan, 15th Fruftidor ( Sept. 1) 


debility under which your country now labours: neither al 

you be ignorant of the dangers with which it is threatened. | 
A conſtitution too frequently. violated to be able till to rel 
any power, or to aſſert and maintain the rights of citizens; # 
government deſtitute of means, equally impotent to do whath 


adminiſtration ; a military eſtabliſhment of no efficacy, thoug ' 


0 
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immenſe expenſe ; finances moſt ſhockingly diſordered and ex- 


hauſted ; no republican inſtitutions ; no plan of public inſtruc- 
jon; no coherency; no uniformity in the code of the civil laws: 
yery where ſymptoms of inſubordination, want of ſpirit, and 
jilapidations left unpuniſhed ; in a word, the moſt frightful and 
accompliſhed anarchy : ſuch is the picture now exhibited by the 
iſalpine republic. f | 

Injurious ſuſpicions circulated with activity in order to — 
falſe alarms; calumniating accuſations brought againſt the belt citi= 
ens, in order to render them odious, or to altenate their affectious; 
weak men led aſtray by the advice of the pon who en- 


-mpted ourage and propagate error ; the enemies of liberty ſecretly fo- 
m ay nenting inteſtine broils ; cabals and parties aſſociating together 
7 u the inſtigation of a few partiſans of ſedition; theſe parties 


outinually menacing and provoking each other; civil war on the 
joint of being kindled in your towns: ſuch are the dangers, ſuch 
he calamities that muſt ſoon reduce your country to deſolation 
nd ruin, 

Your friend and ally, the French republic, could not perceive 
he gaping of this abyſs without horror and alarm; already the 


liſcovered the means of giving a new exiſtence to the Ciſalpine 
epublic, by bottoming its liberties on a more ſolid baſis; but 
ice even to a ſcruple, it wiſhed that you yourſelves ſhould adopt 
be means of ſalvation, 

It is in order to fulfil theſe intentions, Citizens Legiſlators, 
2 I have here called you together; that I have exhibited the 
leplorable ſituation of your country, and that I have invited you, 
"ith a fraternal zeal, to diſcover the beſt means of ſaving and 
ndering it more happy. | 
As the repreſentative of an allied power, and warmed with 


ok merely to hint ſuch advice as is generally given by one 
rend to another. It appeared to me, that it was your duty 
de preſent alarming criſis, by the ſafety of the people whoſe 
liny is entruſted to your hands. & 
You are well acquainted with the dangers of your ſituation ; 
du have acknowledged the extent and magnitude of the evils 
Mich ] have pictured out to you; you have approved the ſalutary 
dealures which ] ſuggeſted, and nevertheleſs you have refuſed to 
ut them into practice. You did not imagine yourſelves to be 
led with ſufficient power to enable you to ſecure the liberty of 
ur fellow-countrymen, and to conſolidate their 8 wed in 
in did I cite the examples of the French nation and of its re- 
N amidſt the memorable 7755 that have founded or 
French zepublic 5 in vain did that every thing 
Vou. MI. epublic 3 * ure, that every thing 


nxiety of the French government, eager to cloſe that abyſs, had 


he ſpirit which animates the French government, I only under- 


one to adopt the meaſures which are ſo 3 called for in 
0 
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the motives that actuate her ally, and will one day gratefully ac 
knowledge this new mark of friendſhip and attachment. 
In conſequence of this determination which you, Citizens le- 
giſlators, have compelled me to adopt, I openly declare, thut! 
am now about to produce changes botk in your conſtitution bl 
in your government, in your internal legiſlation and adininiltts 
tion 3; for there are to he found the primary caules of all the df 
orders which you yourſelves ſo bitterly lament : nor let it be im 
gined that this ſtep in the leaſt infringes on your independence; 
on the cohtrary, is it not doing it homage, to prevent its beit 
committed and expoſed > And what means haye you of er 
ing it, if the diſorders that ſurround you 2 you of Jl fi 
gour shall you be independent when you ffall be no Höre? 
I will now repeat the reaſons that render theſe reforms indiſpe- 
ſably urgent. t | 3 
The tegillative body of the Eifalpine republic bag feen bi 
number of its 3 increale to 180 asse and fort); ths 
degree of repreſentation bore no proportion whatever to the ci, 


tent and population of the republic. e Ciſalpine people wet 
| repreſented in a tc ofold proportion more than the F. rt 
ple —the freeſt of the globe; that political ſuperfluity was 

ported at the expenſe and detriment of the other departihents af, 


goyernment—two hundred and forty crowded together io no pil 
poſe in the legillative aſſemblies, while the adminiſtrations, it 
tribunals of , were deprived. of the light of their talents; 
moreover, ſuch an exteſs in the repreſentation was a vet) ben 
burden upon the people, whereas it is from the contfibuit 
of the people that the legiſlators and all the public officers def 
their BITE” t is our FT to eaſe the peo 1 by diminiſhing 
expentes of the ſtate. The national rene nation ſhould be Ie 
eltabliſtigd on its true foundations; the number of ope d 


(w) 
aul ten deppties is the neareſt proportion to the _— of the 


republic. 

1 therefore, Citizens Repreſentatives, deem it my 1 I 
duce tv eighty the number of members that to top et 
Great Council, and to ö ty the numer of thoſe, w 5 P 
conſtitute the Council of W 
[ haye already obſerved, that the diſpeders, the Ganges 
evils that attend your republic, arc hp in the- incoh 175 
the ſocial organization, in the quarre's ag preyigutly 15 
between the two ſupreme 1 a; N of 
authority, and in the civil diſcord od ther Tang. out of 7 * e PRE 
tentions. It is therefore upon th de n chat a ter 
forming hand is now” to be ſet to work; it my: he xecom- 
pounded, and receive moxe ſolid foundations and juſter propor- 
tions : the different authorities i in their oy 71 to cach 
other, call for more conſiſtency, y, and eac ular for mY 
ao Ir criſis i a FLA ou ky — lac N. is ip; 

to wait e peri eq tor my them. » Such 
during which the reign of auarch 7 be prolonged, « hy 
prove fatal to liberty . 
It is therefore indiſpenſably a to make ſeveral, 
in the conſtitutional * the French government pays as mie 
relpe& as you can to the funda 0 nn ws of free nations; by 
the conſtitution by which ygu are directed, is Po . than 
2 kind of military grdannange, which the ng 1 
ſanctioned, neither by its n W ow by its 10 
inge for nomigating to the different public gwployments. It 
therefore cannot be tt arded as a depnitive plan of government, 
but as a preliminary eſſay, which experience has s demonſtrated tp 
be vicious in many particulars. It is byt,candqur to confeſs it— 
the French canſlitution, when ſquared on the rule of the Ciſal- 
pine, is diſproportianed by the ,extent of that republic; but, 
while it proves excellent f or the gteat nation, it Fun os 


den and oppreſs you—it would 14. armour of a man on 
doch of a child; it cruſhes, ipſtead of protecting jt 
Ciſalpine conſtitutiqn has C ted two wy BAR ers, gr 
nithout fixed rules, qr ſuſhczent MEAS, permit 


public authority, to become vilified. and d 88 e 
The great number af your territorial ae tiplied 


kind, Ali theſe public 
ct in a much .moze,exten(ſive go: it was. 


means 5 
the expenſes of the internal adminiſtra ras op bd 2 


cers were * — ys they had to 
55 to immenſe 


duns, evidently bexqnd ibe means 0 The amount 
of the money __ — which it 2 the prope "ſhould be p 

every Rar in 12 for ſo many employments, was loſt 

Q q 2 1 | "Wi 


Jour a miniſtrations, y "ak tribunals, Agr of every 
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with reſpe& to the other branches of the public ſervice, and for 
agriculture, for manufactures, and for commerce; in à word, 
for every thing that is connected with the national proſperity. 

The tree of liberty muſt have decayed, ſince, in order to now 
Tiſh with due abundance one of its branches, its fap was to be 
exhauſted, and every other branch was to wither and dry vp. [t 
is now neceſſary to return to the genuine principles of politial 
economy. 1 2 

You are witneſſes, Citizens Repreſentatives, of the diforden 
to which theſe defects every day gave riſe, You cannot but 
recollect the lamentable diviſions that have but too frequent) 
broken out between the Councils and the Directory. If ther 
powers had been more diſtinctly ſeparated—if their reſpeQin 
' taſks had been better regulated, we ſhould not have witneſſel 
theſe ſcandalous proceedings, and the public adminiſtration 
would not have ſo laboured throughout all its departments. 

While the Councils were thus engaged in theſe contentions 
they could give no ſalutary effect to the laws which the 
called upon them to enact, and the Directory neglected executing 
thoſe that were enacted. Already the internal authorities threw 
off all ſubordination ; the ſuperintendance of the public finances 
was delivered over to ignorance or to fraud; the body of citizen 
ſplit into parties, in imitation of their magiſtrates ; the laws - 
mained without vigour ; the republic was nothing more than 1 


mere name; and anarchy, the moſt horrible anarchy, altea 
ſtretched wide its deſtructive arms, over your country. | 
deplorable ſituation ſtill continues at the moment I am writing 


It is of the moſt urgent — to deviſe a ſpeedy rethedy for 


the evils, the picture of which 1 have juſt been drawing ou. 
The French government imagines it has diſcovered this remedy it 
propoſing to you a conſtitution bottomed upon the ſame prince 
ples, and which admits nearly the ſame diſtribution of powth 
bree at the ſame time muſt prove far more vigorous 
able. | ; LY 

Men of enlightened underſtandings had pointed out with ſud 
N preciſion both the deſects and the advantages of thoſe fret 
conſtitutjons that of late years have been eſtabliſhed, that it vu: 
matter of no difficulty to exclude from this laſt political code ie 
imperfections of thoſe which ſerved as a model to its framen. 

| You will doubtleſs be ſenſible, Citizens Legiſlators, of tbe 
wiſdom and the diſpoſition which obliges every individoal, if k 
would aſpire to be a citizen, to pay a certain contribution ; 
he maintains a part of the expenſes of the ſtate before he rf 
his ſhare of its enjoyments ; nor can the maintenance of put 
order be effected but by thoſe who have ſome intereſt in preſerii 


| it. ; Ti 
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right of citizen, the moſt precious and the moſt honour- 
e of all righ's, had been laviſhed upon foreigners with a po- 
us prodigality ; but that facility is now checked, and you alſo 
| undoubtedly be of opinion, that previous to obtaining ſo hg- 
an advantage in a ſtate that is not one's natal ſpot, certain 
ges ought to be given to the country that adopts ; nor can that 
try acquire theſe pledges and that ſecurity but by a feries of 
ons, and not by a ſingle individual act. The enemies of the 


rden ublic might too eaſily make an ill uſe of that inconſiderate- 
bn „ by cheriſhing within its boſom, under the pretext of former 
ently ecutions, both traitors and ſpies; in fine, foreigners that are 
their y perſecuted in their reſpective homes, ought to be well 
dine ched to meet with an aſylum and protection in another 
jeſſel Jntry. 


eſs frequent elections will be productive of a double advan. 
e—that of giving more connexion and conſiſtency to legiſla- 
plans, and ſettling a ſyſtem of adminiſtration that will leſs 
quently call away an agricultural people from their uſeful 
durs, l 


y beſtowing upon the Executive Directory a greater degree 


10023 power and conſiſtency, you will eaſily perceive that the mo- 
ien s of the political machine will henceforward be leſs compli- 
n ed, and conſequently more eaſy, and productive of more im- 
an 1 late advantages. You will not have to apprehend that they 
ready riſe to ſerious inconveniencies or real dangers to the coun- 
Thi ; for you know that the legiſlature is vigilant, and will. always 
ting, k the uſurpations and correct the abuſes of power. 

or ſhould I find the leaſt difficulty in juſtifying every ar- 


of this conſtitution; it is in ſome meaſure the fruit of ex- 


dy in ence; it is the moſt perfect and complete condition of your 
incie ſent eonſtitution; it is even the perfection of the Roman 
wer BP Gitution, which might already be conſiderably amended in its 
0 reſentative ſyſtem. 


dy giving, in fine, more energy and conſiſtency to the different 


ſuch partments of government, it guarantees in a ſurer manner 
free ality, liberty, ſecurity, thoſe rights ſo juſtly dear to man; and 
TL ich are at the ſame time the baſis and the eſſential conditions 
e the ſocial contract. 


Swayed by motives thus powerful, I feel, Citizens Legiſlators, 


f the t | confer the moſt precious favour on your country by giving 
if be in the name of the French republic, and by order of the 
; for nch government, the new conſtitution, which I annex to 
reaps preſent, This conſtitution I offer you, in order that it be 
ublic diately ſubſtituted in the room of the former one: I entreat 
wing I to acknowledge it as the fundamental law of the ſtate, and 


reſent an addreſs to the Ciſalpine people, announcing to them 
ou are fully ſenſible of its advantages—that this is the conſti. 
| tution 
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tution that muſt henceforward he their ryle—and that it nut 
executed and reſpected by all the exiſting authorities and by ey 
Di | 

I alſo tranſmit to you, Citizens Legiſlators, the new ter 
rial diviſion of the Ciſalpine republic. This reduclion of 
number of departments, the neceſſity of which was ſo long & 
was made without the leaſt regard to local intereſts, and the by 
geſtions or prejudices of individuals, | | 

It is neceſſary that it be adopted and executed in like many 
an order to prevent the numberleſs remonſtrances and endleſs 
cuſſions of thoſe intereſts and thoſe prejudices which ate al 
holtile to the general good. 4-0 

Three other laws have been prepared—one for the organ 
of the legiſlative Councils, for their internal regulation, andf 
the form of their deliberations. You will more eſpecially ; 
ſerve, that it faxes the number of deputies that each depart 
fhall ſend to each of the two Councils at the next eleQions, 
the mode ip which the two Councils are to be renewed by 4 
admiſſion of a new third. | 
be ſecond law reſpects the organization of the admit 
tive bodies. It determines, in a ſummary manner, the Suh 
of the departmental adminiſtrators, and likewzſe thoſe of 
municipal ' adminiſtrators. It eſtabliſhes the power of the 
redtory, for the firſt time to nominate to the places of ue 
miniſtrations, until, in the eighth year, the eleQoral alas 
Mall renew them by the admiſſion of a third. 

Laſtly, the third law has fur its object the orgauizaiion d 
tribunals, nor are the circumſtances that attend jt leſs inte 
than the former. You have to organize the juſtice af 8 
peace, the civil and the correQive tribunals ; the griminal 4 
bunals, and thoſe of caſſation and of executive juſtice. 
have to determine which is the authority that ſhall .choole | 
public judges and accuſers, functions which chey are 49.01 
till the election of the eighth year. The law which you 8 
adopt preſcribes the mode of theſe neminpations in A 
preciſe manner; and mrougb the ;proviſipns of this Jaw, a 
the-two preceding anss, your Executive DireRory will des 
bled to put into immediate activity all the departments f 

overnment, and to make the Ciſalpine people experience? 
n of an organization puzely republican and cn 
onal. F 
It is to give you a complete ſyſtam of ſegiſſation that mai ® 
every citizen ſonſihle of the advantages of ibis new organuan 
that I call upon you io choaſe from amang (your ond 
commiſſioners, upon whom you will impaſe the taſk of derm 
ing this great work within the prefent Such is dhe 
tention of the French Executive DireQory. 
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-oment loſe ſight of the intereſts of your republic ; it perſec 
Ales that it has given birth to your republic, und that 

kt for a length of time to ſhield it under its parental pto- 
Non, but eſpecially during this firſt year. It would alte Lewe 
atly withed that you had given to the Cifalpine, people the 
at law, that is, to regenerate all the departments of your 


1 


to tranſmit to you the proviſions of that law ; but this citi- 
| has ſeen with regtet that, though he may be able to prepare 
principal proviſions of it, yet there are ſome of them for 
ich he will be obliged to reſort to the aſſiſtance of the mem- 
of your financial commiſſion, 

There is another law which exiſting circumſtances render ne- 
ry, and which ought to meet with no delay or obſtacle in its 
ution ; you will find that it follows the other laws: this law 
relative to clubs and journals. 3 

The hero to whom the fair portion of Italy which you inha- 
owes the recovery of its liberty, warned and inſttucted by 
calamities of his own country, had the ſagacity to foreſee 


+ tamid a well-natured and generous, but ' a warm and impaſ. 
15 | people, political ſocieties would degenerate into ſeditious 
and the unlimited liberty of the preſs would be ſo miſuſed 
he | corrupted, as to become an unbridled licentiouſneſs, equally 


| to the honour of your fellow-cirizens and to the piiblic tran- 
Ility. In ordet to reſcue you from theſe calamities, that 
mordinary man had given you two laws; one left it at the 


re, the ſocieties known under the name of conſtitutional 
cles: the other ſubtnitted to the immediate ſuperintendance 
gorernment all writings that iſſued publicly from the preſs. 
As ſoon as Buonaparte quitted Italy, the legiſlative body 
pealed theſe two laws. This was the ſignal of your inteſtine 
ſenſſons. To the ſacred love of liberty, which hitherto had 
mated your orators and periodical writers, ſucceeded the 
r of private paſſions, jealouſy, hatted, revenge. The moſt 
right citizens were blackened with calumnies—the pure ſpirit 
jour rea] patriots was inſulted and blown upon by every ſpe- 
$ of outrage ; and it is thus that liberty is made odious, even to 
ve by whom it was at firſt idolized, wp 


nce, in order to put an end to all theſe exceſſes. One of the 
„s now held out to you furniſhes you with the neceſſary 
Mer: lay hold of and imitate the example of the French re- 
lic; like you, it has groaned under the deſpotiſm of licem 
uſneſs; its beſt citizens daily fell victims to the poifoned 
Ats of calumny; though on the brink of deſtruction, it ſum- 
Mcd- up {ufficignt vigour to vindicate itſelf from that tyranny, 

and 


* 
- 


ancial ſyſtem 3 it has enjoined Citizen Faypoult, its £commiſ: * 


cretion of the legiſlative body to ſhut, as the times might te- 


Lay hold, Citizens Leyiflators, of this memorable circum- | 
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and ſtince the 18th Fructidor it enjoys the bleſſings of a wiſe 
well-tempered liberty, the inexhauſtible ſource of every 
licity. £572 | 
Every man may utter, write, and publiſh his t 
no man has the horrid right to ptopagate falſehood with in 
nity, or morally to aſſaſſinate his fellow-citizens, by diſturh 
their peace and embittering their happineſs. 
The French republic preſents you with a law which it has; 
to the teſt of experience upon itſelf—that law puts clubs 
periodical writings under the ſuperintending eye of gone 
ment. 7 
Citizens Legiſlators, in order to place your republic in 
more impoſing attitude, and give it a more firm and rapid mad 
towards the happineſs of the people, it is not enough to | 
perfected your inſtitutions; you muſt alſo confide the reins 
the ſtate to hands more - vigorous than thoſe that have hithe 
guided them. The work of regeneration would be incomplete 
if, while it redreſſed meaſures, it did not alſo extend to men: 
it is upon the wiſdom and firmneſs of thoſe who govern, th 
the ſtability of public inſtitutions, the power of a ſtate, the n 
ſp: which it impreſſes upon its neighbours, and the gene 
happineſs of the people, depend. | 
It was the opinion of the French government that the men! 
moſt worthy among you of exerciſing the firſt magiſtracy «f 
ſtate, were Citizens Adelacio, Aleſſandri, Lamberti, the pr 
ſent members of the Executive Directory; Sopranzi, ex 
niſter of police; and Luoſt, miniſter of juſtice, | 
This govetninent, ſupported by a more vigorous conitituus 
and guided ly more preciſe laws, will doubtleſs move an 
unifon with the Councils, and with a more quick and fim 
towards the welfare of the republic. | 
It is by this laſt act, Citizens Legiſlators, that I ſhall 
the extraordinary miſſion that has been entruſted to my care. 
But I feel it my duty again to repeat, that I was charged 
offering you the plan of this political regeneration merely in 
form of an advice: I was at the ſame time authorized to 20 
of my own accord, ſuch meaſures as I might judge neceſlar 
the good of your country, but which your ſcruples would! 
have permitted you to enforce, Upon theſe ſcruples you 
. ated : you have heſitated reſpecting the extent of your pon 
from the dread of calumny; you ſeemed deſirous that it 6 
be the French republic only that was to give effect among 
to thoſe ſalutary reforms, and a due degree of perfection d 
laws which you hold from its hands. 
I have acquieſced in your wiſhes; accept, therefore, thoſe 
. accept them as a new pledge of the friendſhip of the Fre 
1 1 | 2 
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dur proſperity. g : : i 

By means of theſe laws the Ciſalpine republic feels itſelf conſti- 
ted upon the moſt folid foundations z the two ſupreme powers 
replaced within their natural limits ; the rights of citizens are 
re forcibly aſſerted at. ſecured ; the repreſentative ſyſtem is 
firmed, becauſe it is ſimplified ; the republican principles 
rail and triumph over the ſophiſms and the calumnies of their 


the tranquillity of the people ; the enormous expenditure of the 
ernal adininiſtration is curtailed, the government is regenerated, 
| uſeful codes, republican inſtitutions, beneficent laws, are ſo- 
unly promiſed to the nation by its legiſlators. | 

| annex to this letter a liſt of the members that are to compoſe 


anizing laws that accompany it. $156 

It is now my deſire that you give your approbation to the choice 
the members of the Executive Directory. 

| alſo call upon you, Citizens Legiſlators, to cauſe to be 
nted and publiſhed, as ſpeedily as poflible, the new conſtitu- 
, the organic laws, and this letter which explains the motives 
theſe changes. 


( Signed) TROUVE. 


EY — 
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PROCEEDINGS of the CONGRESS at RASTADT. 


Decree reſpecting the Congreſs. 
- HAY Ratiſbon, Nov. 7: 
HE declaration determined upon by the general Diet of the 
Empire, in conſequence of a deliberation in the three Cot- 
ſes, upon the decree of Imperial commiſſion of the 18th June 
* year, has been very humbly tranſmitted to his Imperial 
zeſty, 
His Majeſty has ſeen with particular ſatisfaction the patriotic 
iments manifeſted in that declaration, as well as the lively in- 
ll which is evinced in it for the accelerating of the peace of the 
ire. He has at the ſame time deigned to conſent to the ex- 
ling of the inſtruction already determined upon and ratified, 
val as the full powers neceſſary for the deputation of the Em- 
, deltined for the grand work of pacification ; the former, with 
changes agreed upon by the ſtates ; and the latter compriſing in 
a the immediate equeſtrian order of the Empire, conformably 
le ſupreme intention manifeſted in the decree of Imperial rati- 
tion of the roth November 1693. | : AY 
His Majeſty expects with certainty from the deputies of the 
. to whom the Diet has juſt given ſo diſtinguiſhed a mark of 
ot, VII | R r confi- 
DF 


blic, and of the lively intereſt which its governinent takes in 


rators, becauſe they will no longer involve conſequences fatal 


two councils; I likewiſe annex the new conſtitution and the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


. 
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confidence {and he exhorts them, in the moſt preſſing manner, 
the name of the dear country, in the name of the law, and in 
tue of the Imperial authority), that, recollecting the im | 
the duties of a deputy of the Empire, invariably faithful to 
law, and to the preſerving the er of the integrity of 
German Empire, they will effectually ſuſtain with a generous ſt 
of their duties, and with all German firmneſs, the common inte; 
and good of the German country ; and that, united with their 
preme chief, they will favour and accelerate, with all their mig 
the concluſion of a juſt and ſuitable peace, founded upon the 
of the integrity of the Empire, and of its conſtitution, * 

In this juſt endeavour, his Imperial Majeſty, fince the dec 
of commiſſion of the 18th July of this year, has not diſcoat 
nued his efforts to haſten the opening of a congrefs : and it i 
great fatisfaction to him to be able at length to announce to 
general Diet of the Empire, that the town of Naſtadt, already 
celebrated in the hiſtory of this century, has been chofen for 
holding of the approaching congreſs for peace. 
To confirm ftill by deed his pacific wifhes, and his fincereþ 
poſitions for the ſpeedy re-eftabliſhment of public tranquilliy, 
generally deſired, his Majeſty, in virtue of the right which he 
to execute the deciſions of the Diet, determines that the ſtats 
the Empire ſhall ſend, without the ſhorteſt delay, to the place h 
fore mentioned, their deputies (recommendable, as his Majelhi 
induced to expect, by their conſtitutional mode of thinking, ts 
rectitude and loyalty), in order that they may be ahle 10 proceel 
ſoon as poſſible upon the great work, and that the congrel 
peace, expected with ſo much impatience, may be opened mi 
out the ſmalleſt delay: his Majeſty, in his quality of ſupreme is 
of the Empire, has deigned to appoint, to affiſt at the'congrel 
Imperial miniſter plenipotentiary, the Count de Meter 
Vienebourg and Beilſtein, his privy counſellor and chamben 
knight of the golden fleece, aud of the grand cxaſy of the on 
St. Stephen. | 2 
Finally, his Imperial Majeſty, after the proofs ſo wulle 
and ſo convincing of his paternal benevolence, gives to the 
pire the moſt affectionate aſſuranee of his maſt engrgetic lops 
protection in the important affair of the pacification wh 
About to be treated far; a prateRion which the general Diet off 
Empire demanded in ſo prefling a manner from his Majeſty a 
11th of Auguſt of the prefent year. 
But his Majeſty thinks himſelf autharized on his fide, . 
regards it even as his duty, to demand from the Empire“ 
unanimous ſupport and aſſiſtance, to which all and every obe! 
obliged, by the tie of the Germanic union, by the intere 
all the ſtates ought to take in the fate af the German coun 


- 
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d by heit obligation, which ought to be the moſt dear to them, 
watch over the preſervation of the body politic of Getmany, and 
| conſtitution. 4 711 ; 


—_— 


of the general Powers for the Deputiet of the Empire, appointed 
ſ to — on the Negotiations fr Peace at 22 . a 

WHEREAS the Electors, Princes, and States of the holy 
man Empire have thought proper to chooſe from amongſt 
n, thoſe who, on behalf of the Empire, are to aſſiſt and to at- 
to its intereſts at the negotiations. fortunately agreed upon to 
aclude a juſt, convenient, laſting, and general peace, between 


ppire, on the one part, and the F rench republic on the other; 
{ whereas for this purpoſe they have been A and appointed 
om the Electoral College, Mentz, and Saxony ; from that of the 
finces on the part of the Roman Catholics, Auſtria, Bavaria, 
urzburg ; from that of the Proteſtants, Bremen, Heſſe Darm- 
jt, and Baaden; and from the college of- the cities Auſburgh 
Frankfort; therefore, by the conſent and with the approba- 
n of his Imperial Majeſty, as ſeprerhe chief of the Fin ire, 
powers are hereby granted hem, Lethwich to ſend their ſub- 
Itutes to the appointed place of the congreſs for peace, there to 
pear with the moſt illuſtrious Imperial plenipotentiary, and to 
ſeuls, tranſa&, arid reſolve, and Heewift to ſign whatever may 
induce to the reſtoration of a juſt, convenient, laſting, and ge- 
peace of the Empire, and in general to the common aa x 
dd tranquillity of the country. | | 
Now, whatever ſhall thus be tranſaQed, reſolved, and ſigned 
the above deputies of the Empire, either jointly or in the caſe 
| illneſs, abſence, or non-appearance of ſome by thoſe who are 
lent, together with the | 
all be ratified by the whole Empire, within the ſtipulated tjme 


5, that their inſtructions prevented them from ceding the moſt inconſi- 


it on the baſis of the integrity of the Empire; the French plenipoten- 
anes replied, that this baſis could not be admitted, and that new powers 
nd inſtruEtions would conſequently be neceſfary. 

The French plenipotentiaries having thus rejected the baſis of the in- 
my of the Germanic body, the deputies of the Empire Ry the 
mer to N ſome other baſis of the treaty to be negotiated, and re- 
onſtrated with them on the neceſſity of the concluded armiſtice not bei 
olnted during the interim that new powers and inſtructions were draw 
p. But the French plenipotentiaries returned in anſwer, that Mentz would 
* taxen poſſeſſion of by the French troops; and that, until the deputies of 
MNeEmpire had — full and unlimite wers to negotiate, no other baſis 
uld be propoſed on the part of the French plenipotentiaries. 


Rr 2 | approved 


Imperial Majeſty, our moſt gracious lord, and the German 


atoreſaid Imperial embaſly, the ſame 


The deputies of the Empite having declared to the French plenipoten- 
able village belonging to the German Empire, and directed them to 


— 
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| approved of, and inviolably obſerved ; and the deputies of g 
Empire ſhall, at all times, as is fit in ſimilar caſes, be ſuppong 
— indemuified in regard of whatever they have done on t 
cad, # 7 ” 5 
Signed Ratiſbon, the 8th of January 1 
Electoral Mentz Chancery. 


The circular Letter of the Court of the Eleftor Palatine, to dll | 
Ecelgfiaſtical States and Principalities of the Empire, dated M 
nich, January 27, 1798. | 
THE views of France relative to the union of the Gema 

territory on the left bank of the Rhine, with its republi 

and the obtaining poſſeſſion of it by force, hitherto principd 
known only by rumours, have, ſince the exchange of the 

powers between the deputation of the Empire and French plenigs 
tentiaries at Raſtadt, been unfolded with more certainty, and 
reaſon to fear that a very important blow to the Germanic con 

tution, and the poſſeſſions of the ſtates of the Empire on the u 

bank of the Rhine, is approaching, an explicit declaration oft 

claims of the French republic having been made by the Fr 

plenipotentiaries at the congreſs now aſſembled for negotiating i 

peace of the Empire at Raſtadt, The innumerable importat 

conſequences of ſuch a demand to all Germany cannot eſcape yat 
penetration. You are well aware of the value of thoſe territom 

and that the ſeparation of them muſt prepare the way for the w 

tire deſtruction of the Germanic conſtitution, and occaſion t 

reateſt confuſion among the ſtates of the Empire, ſince indemts 
| 1 for the loſs that muſt be ſuſtained, can only be effeCtedy 

the ſecularization or alienation of conſiderable ſtates on the ri 
bank of the Rhine, which muſt produce the greateſt confuſion 
the Germanic conſtitution. To prevent an evil of ſuch magis 
iude, which reſults from the prefent feeble ſtate of the Empin 
compared to France, it appears to us that only one method # 
mains, which is, for the Germanic ſtates to form a cloſe un 

among themſelves, and requeſt the ſupport of his Imperial M 

jeſty, as head and protector of the Empire, together with that 

other powerful princes of the Empire, in this time of preſſing 

| ſity. We have ourſelves therefore had recourſe to the means u 

recommended, and made application to his Imperial Majeſty, 

the Emperor of Ruſſia, and to their Pruſſian and Britannic M 

jeſties ; and we do hereby make the ſame communication t0! 

Electors and Princes of the Empire, and invite them to take 

ſteps, from which we may expect a favourable reſult. 
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ace of the Anſwer of the Deputation of the Empire to the firfl 
. Nite of the French Plenipotentiaries, demanding the Boundary f 
on th the Rhine, &c. 


1. THAT they had expected from the juſtice and magnani- 
nity of the French government, that they would have propoſed, 

; the baſis of the treaty, the ſtipulations in favour of the Empire 
#hich were made in the preliminaries ſigned at Leoben. 

2. That by theſe preliminaries an armiſtice had been ſtipulated 
|| the period of a definitive peace; and they had reaſon to expect 
hat all hoſtilities were to ceaſe, and that all contributions and re- 
uilitions were to be diſcontinued, 

3- That in the territories of the Empire occupied by the French 
oops, property ſtill continued to be ſeized and ſequeſtrated under 
retence of emigration, although the laws of nations forbid the ap- 
en lication of French laws to the caſes of the individuals concerned, 

a that they have reaſon to expect from the juſtice of the French 
vrernment that theſe oppreſſions would be prohibited. ah 

4. That they ſhould likewiſe wiſh that the French government 
oyld diſavow the project of republicanizing and changing. the 
n ms of government in certain ſtates of the Empire occupied or 
ot occupied by the French troops. 


5. That the indemnification propoſed for the powers who have 
ortat f 2 
ollefſions on the left bank of the Rhine, and the ſecularization of 
* e electorates or biſhoprics, is impracticable. 
he th | 
n ü 
emit Anfwer of the French Plenipotentiaries. 


THE underſigned have received the anſwer of the deputation 
the Empire to the propoſition of the Rhine being the boundary 
If the French republic. In tranſmitting it to their government, 
. bey cannot avoid obſerving, that it was founded on a baſis eſſen- 
ally wrong, All Europe knows that the Empire declared war 
gainſt the republic at a time when it had the ſincereſt deſire and 
1.008” ſrongeſt intereſt in preſerving peace. . 
hey cannot here avail themſelves of the declaration, that the 
public would never wage war for the purpoſe of aggrandizing 
ſelf by conqueſt, a declaration which does not in any manner ex- 
lude lawful indemnity, particularly in the caſe of an unjuſt ag- 


Þ reſſion, and which does by no means take away the right of pro- 
* ing for its ſecurity in giving to it a fixed boundary. On the 
wile ther ſide it is evident, Ga the conſtitution of the Empire cannot 


in the leaſt degree altered by the diminution of its territory. 

* ſhort, the preliminaries of a treaty in which the German 

pire is not even a party, cannot, with any ſhadow of reaſon- 
ES 4 ; ing, 


\ 
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ing, be brought forward; particularly when theſe conditions hay 
been replaced by thoſe of a definitive peace ſihee ebneluded, 

Nevertheleſs, it is upon that baſis that the anſwer of the dem- 
tation of the Empire has reſted : the motives therefore upon whic 
the demands of the French republic have been founded, exif in 
their full force. The indemnity exacted by the republic is lawful: 
its ſecurity requires the Rhine for its boundary: hs trariquillity > 
the Empire {till more loudly calls for theſe limits. 

The deputation of the Etnplre has beef compelled to acknoy, 
ledge, in the moſt formal manner, that the republic will not gi 
any conſiderable increaſe of power or of territoty by the acquif- 
tion of the Trans-Rhenane provinces, whether they ate cl 
dered in the light of magnitude or extent, or in that of langute, 
manners, or modes of tljirking, From this vbſervation it us 
queſtionably reſults, that it cannot be froth a deſire of aggrandind 
ment that the French republic wiſhes the Rhine to be its bound: 
ary, and that its demands reſt upon a motive much more imp 
Tious, a motive common to the two powers, that of providiy 
by an unalterable boundary, for their future tranquillity, 


This, then, is the matter now to be conſidefed, arid not thi p 
ſeries of queſtions which the deputation of the Etapire ſhoulf 3 
appear to wiſh to ſubſtitute for the real and true object of diſc: . 
== The underſigned will only make one more obſervation de 
which is, that a ſpeedy acquieſcence in the demands of the Fendt: 
republic, the ſubſequent examination of collateral queſtions, al nd 

the concluſion of a folid peace, will deſtroy all pretext for ret ha 
procal complaints; it is the only mean of proving that they vi 
not only in appearance, but in reality, to put an end to the cal 
mities of war. ESE : WEE 1 ut 

The tniniſters plenipotenfiary of the French republic, a 

| (Signed) Tait 

Raſladt, Jan. 27. BownIz!. ac 

' nl 
: a ha 
 Sub/temee of the Anſuwee of the Drpmation of the Emnpire 10 the abi... 

THE deputation learn with much pleaſure that their ff 10 
declaration relative to the demand of the boundary of the Riue 
bas been fent to the French government, as the latter will u 
doubtedly feel all its importance. The French miniſten cools, 
not at the firſt glance difcovet that importante, becauſe the dep | 
tation at firſt only ſtate their 3 ſuceinctly, teſerving tir 
explanation and developement fot future diſcuſſion, They ſtarch 
for inſtante, without adducitig the proofs, that the German pi: 
Empire did not begin hoſtilities—that, on the contraty, it a 
firſt attacked. They ſhall here give a proof of this aſſertion, wn 
as early as 1792, the territory öf the Emmpite was treated u 


: 


Hoſtile manner, without any previous declaration of wat, Þ) 


2 


( gar ) 


my of Cuſtine, who ſeized upon ſeveral circles. The dedlara» 
on of war on the part of the —— afterwards took place only 
;a juſt meaſure of defence, in conſequence af the decilion of the 
Diet on the 22d of March 1799. 

The deputation then conceive that they have no reaſon to 
rehend that the boundary of the Rhine will be inſiſted upon, 
hich would diſmember almoſt entirely from the Empire ſeveral 
:rcles, belides that of Bourgogne—would ſtrip of their poſſeſ- 
ons half the Electoral college, as well as a great number of 
rinces and ſtates of the Empire—and would completely aunihi- 
ate the Germanic conſtitution, It is certain alſa, that France, 
ready ſufficiently powerful of herſelf, would gain leſs by the 
cquiſition of the provinces ſituated on the loft bank of the 
thine, than by the glory which would accrue from her political 
noderation, and from fixing a line af military demarkation. 
They likewiſe can with difficulty believe that the Rhine, which 
a ſeveral places has ſinuoſities, ar changes its bed, and which is 
ull of iſlands, can be an inſurmountable boundary. They can 
till leſs believe that (Germany even deſires this boundary. The 
putation likewiſe feel themſelves here called upon to repeat, 
hat the preliminaries of peace at Leoben ought to avail the 
mpire, as the Emperor concluded theſe preliminaries in ſo far as 
hey regard the integrity of the Empire, in virtue of the deciſiun 
df the Diet, who directed him to make the firſt overtures of peace 

nd as they were ſolemnly accepted by the latter ; and inſtead of 
hanging theſe preliminaries in any reſpect, the treaty of Campo 
Formio confirmed them in the moſt formal manner. In a word, 
he deputation are deſirous to concur in accelerating peace, in 
utting an end to the complaints occaſioned by the requiſitions, 
ntributions, and other burdens which continue to be impoſed 
dn the territories of the Empire. But as it is of great import- 
ce that theſe practices ſhould ſpeedily ceaſe, and that the preli- 
inaries ſhould in this matter be the rule, the deputation ſuggeſt 
hat the French miniſters ſhould, as ſoon as poſſible, make a re- 
port to their government upon this ſuhject, as well as the oblerva- 
ions relative to the boundary of the Rhine. 

February 3. 


Subflance of the Note of the French Deputies, in Anſwer to the Reply 
of the Deputation of the Empire. 


THAT the reply of the deputation, far from affarding the 
Pienipotentiaries motives for modifying their firſt propoſition, is, 
n the contrary, calculated to make them ſenſible af the propriety 
and the neceſſity of it. The open protection given to the united 
migrants who threatened the frontiers, notwithſtanding! the 
ongeſt remonſtrances, was a firſt act of hoſtility againſt France, 

which 
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which certainly wiſhed for peace, and had an indiſputable interedig 
maintaining it. The conſtant refuſal to diſperſe the aſſemblaged 
thoſe implacable enemies, compelled France to have recourſe ty 
- meaſures of ſelf-preſervatien ; but the Empire, far from ſeeking 
to ſuſpend them by granting an equitable ſatisfaQion, conclude 
with declaring the exiſtence of hoſtilities. It has never ber 
aſſumed, nor wiſhed to be aſſumed, that the integrity of the Inc 
pire ſhould form the baſis of peace between the Germanic 
and the French republic. To think otherwiſe, would be an ei. 
ceſs of credulity, Thus, the 20th article of the treaty of Camp 
Formio, the only paſſage where mention is made of a pacifcatin 
between both theſe powers, merely ſtates, that a congreſs ſul 
be held at Raſtadt. | 75 : 

With reſpect to the other objects mentioned in the note pw 
fented by the deputation, the miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
French republic do not think themſelves juſtified to enter into the 
diſcuſſion of thoſe collateral conſiderations, conſidering that i 
could only tend to poſtpone the termination of the war. The 
conclude with declaring to the deputation of the Empire, © thi 
it ſhall be reſponſible for the conſequence that may reſult from i 
refuling to adhere to a baſis, juſt, ſuitable, beneficial to bot 
ſtates, and the adoption of which goes to prepare an indemnity 
for thoſe princes on the right bank of the Rhine who have ſuffer 
in their poſſeſſions on the left.“ ; 
a 15th Pluvicſe, 4th February. | 


Subſtance of the Note of the Deputation of the Empire, in Anſwer 
the Note delivered by the French Plenipotentiaries on the 4th f 
February. 


THAT, in order to ſhorten the negotiation, the deputatios 
declare that they wiſh to know, without delay, the whole extent d 
the ſacrifices required of the Empire after, the termination of ths 
unfortunate war; that, in acquainting them with all the exten 
of theſe ſacrifices, it is particularly neceſſary to ſtate the modih 
tions, and the fate which is reſerved for private domains ath 
property in the countries required to be ceded ; that the ſimpl 
' proviſional concluſion of a baſis of peace would not haſten tit 
definitive concluſion, as at any time previous to the ratification d 
the part of the Emperor and the Empire, the principal queſti® 
may be recurred to; that, on the contrary, if France will not 
malze a clear, juſt, and equitable propoſition, the deputation m 
then declare themſelves in ſuch a manner as ſhall contribute # 
the ſpeedy concluſion of a peace: that, meanwhile, the dep# 
tation would regard as a firlt proof of the pacific ſentiment 


{ 313 ) 


cance, the withdrawing the troops of the republic, at leaſt from 
ie right bank of the Rhine, for the relief of the cauntries which 
re ſuffered ſo much by the war. | 

10th. February. 


ply of the French Plenipotentiaries ta the Note of the 19th of 


February. | 
| 22d Pluvioſe ( Fib, 10). 
THE miniſters plenipatentiary of the French * reply to 
e note cf the de putation of this date, that not ng could be 
jore clearly expreſſed than the manner in which they ſtated their 
it propolition, The republic, they ſay, demands that the 
purſe of the Rhine be the. bouudary of the two ſtates. Such is 
e invariable wiſh of the French government. Can it be doubt- 
{ when it is tranſmitted by the miniſters of the republic? This 
not the moment in which the value of the objects ceded ought 
o be calculated. The deputation of the Empire is not agreed as 
their importance; and nothing can be more indifferent, fizce 
e ſame baſis is neceſſary under every other hypotheſis. It is 
Ill leſs neceſſary to inquire what poſſeſſions opylt to remain to 
he princes who loſe their ſovereignty. The domains of princes 
ho enjoyed the ſovereignty, — as in ſimilar caſes, be conſi- 
red the property of the nation to which the ceſſion is made. 
[0 enter into the diſcuſſion of ſuch complicated queſtions would 
x to retard rather than to accelerate the concluſion of the nega- 
ations. The ceſſion of all that is beyond the Rhine is the baſis 
f the treaty.—Indemnity on the right bank is its conſequence, 
aluations, the manner and the application of the indemnity, are 
bjects for future conſideration. Why diſcuſs ſubſidiary queſ- 
ons before the general principle be acknowledged? The de- 
ared wiſh of the French government for peace cannot be mif- 
nderſtood, It is notorious that the miniſters of the French 
public haſtencd to repair to the congreſs; that they brought 
ith them ſufficient powers for carrying on the negotiation ;, that 
dey ſtated their propoſition with frankneſs the firſt moment the 
putation of the Empire were ſufficiently authorited to hear it. 
nd in order that no doubt may remain with regard to their deſire 
ir accelerating the concluſion of a treaty of peace, they will con- 
we carefully to avoid every thing which, not tending directly to 
a object, might retard the progreſs of the negotiation, by — 
ng forward foreign and interior queſtions, which would only 
Me to prolong the miſeries of war, by giving the evil-difpoſed 
me to prepare wicked coalitions and criminal intrigues. The 
aniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic refer themſelves 
Mpletely to their note of the 15th Pluvioſe, and perſiſt in de- 


aring the deputation of the Empire reſponſible for refuſing, 
Yor ry e 23-245 reſponſible for refuſing, or 
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making evaſions equivalent to refuſing, to agree to a proper and 


| affe 
neceſſary baſis. TREILHARD and BON, 
— | hitl 

Anſwer of the Deputation / the Empire to the Note of the Frag” 
x Plenipotentiaries, of the Date of the 10th February, Got 
II was hoped, in conſequence of the wiſhes contained in the a 
note of the 10th of this month, that the full extent of the coo . 
ditions of peace was known. But the counter note of the fame 14 
day does not correſpond with that hope, for in that they inf T. 
ſolely upon the propoſition already made on the 27th of the ht * 
month by the French legation, to eſtabliſh a baſis of pacihication, Con 


Although it is not intended to reſiſt any longer the reiterated d. 
mand to eſtabliſh this previous baſis, nevertheleſs the French 
miniſters, in weighing attentively the important reaſons advancet 
upon this ſubject in the preceding notes, will judge how impoſ: 
ble it is to adopt a baſis in its full extent, upon which they demand 
— the banks of the Rhine fhall be the frontier of the two 
ates, 8 
In order to give the ſtrongeſt proof of conde ſcenſion, and to 
arrive as ſoon as poſſible at the concluſion of a peace, they think 
(however painful this reſolution may be to the deputation)-that 
they ought not to heſitate in making great ſacrifices. If then the 
French government will moderate their propoſitions for peace, u 
is expected from their equity and juſtice, and will demand only 
half the territories of the Empire ſituated on the left bank of the 
Rhine, the negotiation may be eſtabliſhed upon this baſis. Then 
France will only have to declare what part ſhall be the objedt d 
ceſſion, ſubjeQ to the neceſſary modifications, and having al! pol- 
ſible regard to the eſtabliſhment of a military line. Aſter thi 
frank offer, the French legation cannot doubt but that the depu- 
tation of the Empire are ſincere in their deſire for the conclubo 
of peace; and conſequently the French government can have n 
difficulty, in the interval, of obſerving the armiſtice moſt ſcrv 
pulouſly, and of withdrawing their troops from the right ſide d 
the Rhine, as has been repeatedly deſired. 3 
Raſladt, February 19. 


Anſwer of the French Plenipotentiaries to the Note preſented by te 
: Deputation of the Empire on the 19th February. | 


THE note of the deputation of the Empire preſented yeſterda) 
to the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, on the 
art of the Count de — miniſter plenipotentiary of 
Majeſty the Emperor, propoſes a plan of modification, in &v* 

point of view inadmiſſible to the demands made by the F 
republic. The partition propoſed by that note would cat 
many inconyeniences to limits marked out by nature, _ 
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offering any advantage which could balance theſe inconveniences, 
The grounds upon which the deputation of the Empire have 
hitherto conteſted the propoſal made by the French republic, are 
* incompatible with a partial as they are with a total ceſſion. 
Conſequently the offer of a half is a formal acknowledgment of 
the invalidity of theſe reaſons, It is impoſſible to ſubſcribe to the 
cauſe which induces the deputation to conteſt the other half, par- 
ticularly,when it is recolleRed, that in their firſt notes they ſug- 
gelled, that theſe poſſeſſions were of little importance. Beſides; 
it is notorious, that all the princes and ſtates having poſſeſſions on 
the other ſide of the Rhine, have expreſſed their wiſhes for a ceſ- 
ſon, of the neceſſity of which they are convinced. Thus, it is 
only private and obſcure intereſts that can oppoſe the general wiſh, 
which calls loudly for a peace, after a long and cruel war, 

The French republic owes it to the general wiſh, ſhe owes it 
to herſelf, not to contribute to the prolongation of thoſe evils 
which affect humanity, by tolerating thoſe delays which bad faith 
makes uſe of to form new coalitions. The miniſters plenipoten- 
tary declare, then, that they er more ſtrongly than ever in the 
whole of their demands. They demand a ſpeedy and poſitive 
anſwer, upon the baſis long ſince acknowledged and conſented to 
by the parties the moſt intereſted, and which leaves to the repub- 
lic, in fact, no more than ſhe poſſeſſes, and which ſecures the 
future tranquillity of the two ſtates. 

[t is for the members of the deputation of the Empire to con- 
ſder, whether they will render themſelves reſponſible for all-the 
calamities which muſt be produced, either by refuſal or by delay. 

| (Signed) TREILHARD. 
Raſtadt, Feb, 20. | BoxnNIgR. 


Declaration of the Pruſſian Miniſters, reſpecting the Ceſſion. of the 
left Bank of the Rhine, e 
x Raſladt, February 19. 


THE underſigned plenipotentiaries of his Majeſty the King of 
Prufia at the congreſs at Raſtadt, do not heſitate to declare, in 
the name of their high conſtituent, that his Majeſty has for theſe. 
lveral years zealouſly endeavoured to obtain for Germany a 
peace, as favourable as circumſtances will allow. His Majeſty 
entertains ſtill the ſame ardent wiſh ; he is alſo of opinion that 
this peace cannot be too ſoon accelerated, not only becauſe it will 
relieve ſeveral parts of Germany from the expenſes of the war, 
by which they are exhauſted, but alſo becauſe it will ſecure the 
whole Empire againſt the diſaſters and incalculable conſequences 
vith which it is threatened, by the continuation of the preſent 
ate of things, | 

Conſidering that, according to the negotiations which have 
Ss 2 taken 


 _ 
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taken place between the deputation of the Empire and the French 
embaſly, it might happen that, in order to attain a peace, ſo 
earneſtly deſired by the nation, and ſo deſirable for humanity, the 
deputation of the Emperor and of the Empire might think i 
neceflary to accede to the baſis of peace propoſed by France, 
namely, the ceflion of the left bank of the Rhine—the unde. 
ſigned plenipotentiaries declare, in the name of his Majeſty, z 
co-ſtate of the Empire, that, notwithſtanding his paternal feel. 
ings are (ſeverely hurt by the loſs of ſubjects who maniſeſt fo ib 
tut an attachment to him, it is not his intention to make an el. 
ception with reſpet to his dominions ſnuated on that ſide : but 
that, by the ceſſion thereof, he will make a ſacrifice to the public 
welfare and the reſtoration of peace, taking, however, as much 
as 8 the neceſſary meaſures of precaution, for the happi- 

s and ſaſety of the property of the inhabitants, and on condi. 
tion that his Majeſty receives a juſt and equivalent indemnikieation 


on the right banks of the Rhine. 
(Signed) Cour pt Gorar:, 
| De Jacoam 
h . KLOENL. 
Raftadt, Feb. 14, 1798. Doan, 


ON the 34 of March the deputation of the Empire preſentel 
another note to the French miniſters, in which they repeated the 


arguments made uſe of, and the propoſition contained in their a- 
ſwer of the 19th of February. | 


Anſwer to the Deputation of the Empire, to the Note of the. Dipmu- 
tion of the gd Aarch. 
THE underſigned have received the note of the deputation of 
the Empire, addreſſed to them yeſterday evening by Count Met- 
ternich, miniſter plenipotentiary from his Imperial Majeſty: the 
following is their anſwer. The French republic has declared in 
the outfet of che negotiationz with that frankneſs from which it 
will never N bafis on which alone peace can be mate. 
The propriety, juſtice, and neceffity of it have been demon- 
ſtrated in the preceding notes, and the common imereſt of the 
two ſtates requires it. The French republic expected that 
would have received an anſwer with the ſame frank neſs; baniſh- 
ing all ſhift or evaſion. An end mirſt be put to this diſcuſſion, 
The miniſters of the French republic, therefore, require the de 
putation of the Empire to declare poſitively whether it will c 
will not accedeto the bafis propoſed. 
| (Signed) TarEILHARD: 
Raſtadt, 14th Ventoſe {March 4), BoNxIER. 
| Bth year of the French republic. 
A Subſtans 
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ubance of the Concluſum of the Deputation of the Empire on the 
12th March. | 
THE deputation of the Empire conſent to vote the ceſſion of 
e left bank of the Rhine to the French, on the following con- 
tions : 
1. All the French troops on the right bank of the Rhine ſhall - 
umediately evacuate that country, and impoſe no farther requi- 
(1100S; | . 
2. The French republic ſhall make no other pretenſion or de - 
nd of any nature whatever, except the ceſſion of the countries 
wated on the other ſide of the Rhine. 5 
3. The negotiations ſhall {till be continued according to the 
ethod propoſed, relative to the articles remitted to the French 
initers, with the note of the 3d of this month. 3 
And the deputation hope that the French government will 
onſent to make an exception in favour of that part of the terri- 
pry of the Empire on the Lower Rhine, which extends from the 
urce of the Roer to the junction of the Maeſe with the Rhine ; 
mo it will not refuſe to leave this portion of that territory to 
N pire,” a 


J. M. Baron Albini, Directorial Miniſter of Mentz to the Congreſs 
at Raſtadt. | 

THE miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic were 
Ivays of opinion, that the deputation of the Empire, impreſſed 
ſh the neceſſity of a fixed and invariable limit between the two 
ates, would frankly, and without reſtriction, accede to a de- 
band which could not be obſtinately combated but through paſſion 
nd intereſt, They ſee with ſatisfaction, by the concluſum of the 
un March, of which the miniſter plenipotentiary of his Ma- 
ly the Emperor has tranſmitted them a copy, r with 
be note of yeſterday, that their hope has not been diſappointed. 

They may then labour efficacioully in eſtabliſhing the happi- 
b of the people, by employing themſelves, without heſitation 
delay, in preventing for ever the ſcourge of war, by a ſpeedy 
Kihcation, the firſt conſequence of which will be the return of 
de troops into the interior. To accelerate this great work, it 
ill be firſt neceſſary to regulate the mode of giving indemnities 
" the ſtates which have loſt upon the left bank of the Rhine. 
he plenipotentiaries of the French republic find the baſis of thoſe 
Memnities in ſecularizations. The deputation of the Empire 
ill be eaſily convinced that this baſis is not leſs neceſſary than 
a already adopted reſpecting the, limits. It will undoubted] 

e ſuperfluous to obſerve, that it is not a queſtion to value, at this 
went, the loſſes which may afford room for indemnity, nor to 


point 


the Germanic Empire in all its relations; as well as for th 
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point out the objects which may be employed for that purpol. 
they ought not, nor can occiipy themſelves upon the applicatin 
of the principle, until the principle itſelf is recogniſed, The 
only will they (to make uſe of the very expreſſions of the deputz 
tion) determine what is neceſſary with reſpect to the articles join 
ed to the note of the 3d March, in which, in fact, they find ſons 
admiſſible diſpoſitions. ; 
| (Signed)  TREILHARD and Boxxi:y, 
Raſtadt, 23d Ventoſe (15th March). 


Note of the Deputation of the Empire in Anſwer to the Plenipun- 


tiaries' reſpecting Secularizations, 


THE deputation of the Empire had believed that the moſt pro 
per mode of proceeding, and beſt adapted to accelerate the cot- 
. clafion of a peace, was to agree previouſly, on every thing neee. 
fary to be determined to fix the future limits between the two 
nations, before they ſhould proceed to diſcuſs the other articl:s d 
the peace, But as the French miniſters, in their laſt note, har 
declared, that they have already anſwered the propoſitions of the 
deputation, and that they cannot engage in any farther negotiathn 
relative to this object, until the deputation has declared its con- 
-fent to the mode of indemnification propoſed; and that, without 
this declaration it is abſolutely impoſſible that peace ſhould be 
concluded; but that in the ſubſequent negotiations, attention vil 
be paid to whatever may be juſt and conformable to the interel 
of the two nations: the deputation, to haſten theſe negotiations 
and the final concluſion of the treaty, ſees itſelf obliged40 conſent 
to the indemnities demanded, by the mode of ſecularizations, for 
the loſſes which thall be ſuſtained on the left bank of the Rhine; 
and to enter into new negotiations on this ſubject, in ſuch a mu- 
ner, however, as to proceed in it with all the precautions and . 
ſtrictions which are eſſentially neceſſary for the maintenance of 


eſtabliſhment and ſecurity of the well-being of the ſtates, mem. 
bers and ſubjects of the Empire. But, as in the fixing of cad 
indemnity, it is principally of importance to determine tht 
amount of the loſſes ſuſtained ; it is expeQed that the Frend 
miniſters will return a preciſe and voluntary anſwer to the thre 
previous points contained in the note of the 12th of March; and 
that they will likewiſe make no difficulty to declare themſelves on 
eighteen articles tranſmitted to them on the 3d of March. The & 
putation, therefore, conceiving that it has advanced in every vj N 
its power towards the abſolute concluſion of peace, expeds! 
the French government will at length grant the wiſh it 

often urged in vain, by withdrawing the troops which ſtill * 
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great numbers, the right bank of the Rhine, and thereby ro- 
ing the inhabitants of that country from an oppreſſive bur- 


en. 
2 5th April. 


Reply of ihe Plenipotentiaries to the foregoing Note. 
THE ep utation of the Empire having acknowledged the 


nccelfity of ſecularization, in order to provide indemnifications for 
hole itates which have loſt poſſeſſions on the leſt bank of the 
Rlin-, and having acceded to the principle of ſecularization, pro- 
tees in its note of the 16th of Germinal (April 5), to expreſs a 
wilt, that the miniſters plenipotentiary of x F rench republic 
would declare themſelves relative to the ſecond propoſition in the 
note of the deputation of the 21ſt of Ventoſe (March 12), and 
the eighteen articles annexed to their note of the 13th of Ventole 
March 3). It is likewiſe required that the troops of the repub- 
lic on the right bank of the Rhine may be withdrawn. The 
miniſters plenipotentiary wiſh to declare-themſelves relative to 
theſe ſeveral demands, With reſpect to the laſt, they repeat 
what they have already aſſerted, that the relinquiſhing of military 
poſitions can only be the conſequence of a peace finally conclud- 
ed, and therefore there is as yet no ſufficient reaſon for with- 
drawing the troops from the other fide of the Rhine. With re- 
ſpect to the ſecond propoſition contained in the note of the 21ſt 
of Ventoſe (March 12), the miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
French republic anſwer, that they have already ſaid ſufficient vo 
ſatisfy every reaſonable perſon, as they have declared, that in the 
further progreſs of the negotiations they will only liiten to what is 
juſt and agrecable to the common intereſts of both nations, by 
which they have declared that ſuch only ſhall be the demands on 
their fide, Laſtly, with reſpect to the articles annexed to the 
note of the 13th of Ventoſe (March 3), the miniſters plenipo- 
tentiary of the French republic — that theſe articles by no 
means appear to have been framed with a view to accelerate the 
concluſion of peace. Some of them can never have been objects 
of ſerious doubt on the part of the deputation of the Empire, 
ſuch as, for example, the ſecurity of private property, the free 
exerciſe of religious worſhip according to the regulation of the 
laws, and oblivion of all opinions that may have been expreſſed 
during the war. Others of theſe articles, however, are evi- 
Gently incompatible with the ſovereignty of the republic and its 
conſtitution. The underſigned can never ſufficiently expreſs 
their ſurpriſe that any perſons ſhould ever have entertained a 
doubt of ſome of theſe articles, or have reſolved to require the 
fulfilment of the others. In the preſent ſituation of cixcum- 
llances, the true mean to haſten the negotiations, is .to make 

I exertions 


% 
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exertions for the application of the baſis, of indemnifieai 
Probably it would be moſt conducive to this end, ſhould the der 
tation of the Empire lay down ſome general rules to determine 
fate of thoſe ſtates des titularies which are to be abrogated, th 
no doubts may remain with reſpect to the principles of reaſon 
prudence which guide this important operation. 
| Raftadt, 19 Germinal (April 8th), the 6th | 
year of the French republic. * 
| (Signed) TxELHAnn, 


NNIER, 


Reply of the Deputation of the Empire to the laſt Note of the Frad 


Miniflers. 


, . 

THE deputation of the Empire has obſerved in its late 
that in order to fix the indemnities, it will eſpecially be necel 
to know the quantity of the loſſes ; that it therefore expected th 
a preciſe and determinate anſwer would be returned to the ſect 

point previouſly ſtated in the note of the 12th of March, ul 
that the French miniſters would in like manner make no dific: 

to declare themſelves relative to the eighteen articles tranſmited 
on the 3d of March. The deputation added, in the ſame na, 
that it entertained the firmeſt hope that the French troops woul 

— withdrawn as ſoon as poſlible from the right bank of de 

| Rhine, 62 

The contents of the note of the French miniſters of the dat 
of the 19th Germinal (8th April), by no means correſponde 
with theſe juſt expectations; for with reſpect to the withdrawing 

of the French troops, it was ſtated, that no ſufficient motwe ia 
it could exiſt before the abſolute concluſion of peace. As to lf 
ſecond previous point, it was only explained in a manner vid 
could not be entirely ſatisfactory, by declaring indeterminate), 
that it muſt be underſtood from preceding declarations, that au 
fuch demands as might be accepted would be made on the part # 

France. With reſpe& to the eighteen articles tranſmilied ® 
the 3d of March, the French minillers remark, that ſome of ten 
can admit of no doubt; and aſſert, that others are entirely inci 
patible with the ſovereignty and conſtitution of the republic, wit 
out making any mention of the reſt. They have concluded 
the propoſal to labour for the application of the baſis of indem 
ties, and previouſly to lay down ſome general rules to fix the it 
of thoſe which may be fo prefied. —_ 

The deputation of the —— perfectly recogniſes the juſt on 
federations which may have induced the French miniſters to m 
the latter propofition : and it is a ſatisfaction to it, that, 

10 this particular, its obligations entirely accord with the del 


of the French republic, The deputation is, however, fil 
; perſuade 


632 
erſuaded that it is impoſſible to proceed efficaciouſly. to eſtabliſh 
principles on which the indemaities ought to be oondes, un- 
a preciſe and determinate knowledge ſhall be obtained of the 
ute of things, and all circumſtances. But this knowledge cannot 
e acquired till by the adjuſtment of the 2 articles above 
nentioned, the whole of the loſs, the modifications under Which 
de ceſions muſt take place, and the fate of the inhabitants of 
te provinces beyond the Rhine, ſhall have been agreed on in 
cert ; the deputation having only conſented to ſacrifices ſo great 
id ſenſible to Germany, in the full expectation that the three 
revious points contained in the note of the 11th of March would 
+ acceded to. The deputation of the Empire therefore believes 
t conformable to its important duties to inſiſt on the adberence 
o its former propoſitions. It therefore again repeats the expett- 
tion it has, that the French miniſters plenipotentiary ſhall anſwer 
1a preciſe and determinate manner to the ſecond previous point 
ff the note of the 13th of March; that they ſhall explain them - 
res relative to each of the eighteen articles before mentioned ʒ 
od that they ſhall without delay take the neceſſary meaſures for 
thdrawing the French troops from the right bank of the Rhine, 
here the different countries are ſo much exhauſted as to be in- 
pable of any longer ſuppprting the burden. | 
Raſtadt, April 18th, 1798, | oY 


b. 


er of the French Minifters to the Note of the Deputation of the 
Enpire of the 18th April. 


THE ceſſion of the left bank of the Rhine, and the acceptance 
if the principle of ſecularization, in order to provide indemnifi- 
ations, leave now nothing more to be done, but to examine in 
hat manner theſe two formally acknowledged principles may be 
tried into effect. The deputation of the Empire has very juſtly 
emarked, that, in order to adjuſt the meaſure of the indemnifi- 
tions, it will be proper firſt to aſcertain the extent of the loſſes. 
It has therefore owe a wiſh for an explanation relatiyeto this 
joint, and likewiſe-to all other demands which it may be intended 
fo make. The demands of the miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
French republic are ſimple, and founded on the common advan- 
ge of both nations. It is, in fact, ſufficient merely to ſtate 
dem, to render their propriety evident. The deputation will 
ind the preſent note a ſufficient anſwer to almoſt all the queſtions 
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nakt omained in its former communications. The navigation of the 
ae ine hall be alike free to both nations; but no others can par- 
ſis pate in it, except by their conſent, and under ſuch conditions 
4 5 they ſhall chooſe to require. The ways on the fide of that 


her (hall be maintained by the 5 ie and 
; t 
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the tolls which are paid on their being ſhipped, which, however 


ſtipulations, the French republic will retain nothing on the right 


will eaſily be perceived that the republic does not wiſh to retain 


and conſequently cannot be ſeparated from it. Laſtly, the w 
' "ſhall be reſtored ; and that a tract of land, fifty acres in extent, 


 mediately after the concluſion and ratification of the treaty of-paxce. 


all titles derived from them ſhall entirely ceaſe. The ſame 


things, and that durable peace, which. muſt be the wiſh cy 
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and no works undertaken on either ſide which may be to the i 
triment of the other. The tranſits on both ſides ſhall be free, ad 
all tolls ſhall be aboliſhed. Commodities ſhall only be ſubjec ts 


on the one bank, ſhall not exceed thoſe paid on the other. The 
iſlands of the Rhine ſhall m—_ to the French republic. The 
infinite advantages that muſt reſult from a free navigation g 
reaſon to hope that the deputation will find it no leſs proper ty 
render the navigation of the rivers which flow into the Rhing 
and the navigations of the great rivers of Germany, ſuch as the 
Danube, likewiſe free to both nations. In conſequence of thel 


dank of the Rhine, except the fort of Kehl, and its territory. l 


oſſeſſion of theſe for the ſake of aggrandizement, but for its om 

ecurity and tranquillity, and to prevent every occaſion of a n 
ture. From a reaſon of ſimilar urgency, the demolition of the 
fortreſs is required, the exiſtence of which is in ſome meaſure i 
compatible with the exiſtence of Coblentz. It is not necellay 
here to mention the fort of Caſſel and its appurtenances, as thi 
fort can only be conſidered as a patt of the fortifications of Mentz, 


public requires the commercial bridge between the two Brifac 


oppoſite the old bridge at Huninguen, ſhall be ceded, with tie 
road neceſſary to paſs to it. All the reſt of the countries on tas 
right bank of the Rhine ſhall be evacuated by the French troops, m 


It now only remains to point out thoſe - poſſeſſions on 
left bank of the Rhine, which are to be indemnified from tit 
right bank. The miniſters plenipotentiary of the French repub 
lic think it cannot be neceſſary to declare themſelves more expl 
citly on this head; as it cannot eſcape the deputation, that whih 
ever appertained to the princes or ſtates of the Empire, or ktigit 
of the Teutonic order, by a neceſſary conſequence, and accordin 
to the principles generally acknowledged, muſt be transferred 
the right bank of the Rhine. The debts likewiſe with whid 
theſe objects or poſſeſſions were encumbered, muſt bet 
to the poſſeſſions applied as indemnifications. It is alſo to be u 
derftood that the Empire renounces all kind of pretenſions 
whatever nature they may be, to the ceded poſſeſſions ; and MM 


nunciation ſhall likewiſe take place with reſpe& to all pretenbo 
on the territory of the republics in alliance with the French ® 
public. The deputation will perceive, that the articles here f 
fered: are the only ones which can produce that ſecure ord 
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ations. It is doubtleſs unneceſſary to make any reſerve with 
eſpect to any particular demands of ſums of money, moveable 
5 or other payments to which ſome ſtates may be bound with 
regard to the French republic. The preſent ſubject only relates 
the German Empire, and by no means to particular engage- 
ments which may have been contraſted, and which in their na- 
ure have no reference to the Empire. The miniſters plenipo- 
entiary of the French republic can perceive no well-founded ob- 
«ions that can be made to theſe demands, which are equally 
moderate and proper. They expect a ſpecdy anſwer. The time 
for delay is paſt. | 
Raſladt, 14th of Floreal ( May 3), 
6th year of the French republic. 
| (Signed) TREILMARD. 
| BONNIER. 


Cmcluſum of the Deputation of the Empire at Raſtadt on the 14th of 
May, being an Anſwer to the Demands made by the French Pleni- 
potentiaries in their laſt Note. | 


THE deputation of the Empire has ſeen with pleaſure, in the 
aſt note of the miniſters plenipotentiary of the F rench republic 
of the 3d of May, that the republic was convinced, as well as the 
teputation, of the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing the maſs of loſſes, be- 
fore any determination was made reſpecting the maſs of indemni- 
ties; which, after the previous declarations of the deputation, 
were to be limited as much as poſſible. But, on the other hand, 
the deputation were much afflicted at finding, againſt their expect- 
nion, in that note, freſh pretenſions, and ſuch, that their maſs 
ſurpaſſes, even with reſpe& io the Empire, the ſacrifices to which 
they have been forced to conſent, and which they have conſidered 
« the moſt grievous and the greateſt by which the Empire could 
purchaſe peace; pretenſions which, beſides, would evidently de- 
ſtroy the future ſafety of Germany. 3% 
The deputation of the Empire are about to communicate to 
the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic all the reaſons 
founded in the nature of things, which oppoſe their adhering to 
thoſe demands ; they will alſo reply in a detailed manner to the 
reſt of the contents of the ſaid note, full of confidence as they 
ae in the moderation and juſtice of the French government. 
They are convinced that the French miniſters themſelves will find 
theſe reaſons and details ſo evident, that they will on their ſide 
approximate to the propoſitions of the deputation, and thereb 
4 a ſpeedy conciliation, which has been ſo long the obj 
ol the deſires of Germany, and for the facilitating of which the 
deputation of the Empire have reſolved to make ſuch painful ſa- 


crifices, 5 
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To follow in ſome meaſure the order obſerved in the laſt now 
of the French miniſters, it will firſt be neceſſary to develoye the 
manner in which thoſe miniſters expreſs themſelves relative to the 
left bank of the Rhine. They will recollect that in the note d 
the 11th of March, the deputation acceded to the baſſs of pear, 
by which the courſe of the Rhine ſhould form the limit hetweey 
the two ſtates, only with the reſervation that there ſhould be u 
underſtanding upon the modifications contained in the eightery 
articles of the note of the 3d of March, and that the two other 
previous conditions of the note of the x1th of March ſhould be 
admitted. Thus, in conſenting finally to admit the courſe of ths 
Rhine for a limit, it was neceſſarily underſtood that (conformal 
to the principles which have in all times conſtituted the baſis of 
treaties between people) the river ſhould belong in common to the 
two nations which it divided, or that an ideal line ſhould form the 
frontier between them. The deputation of the Empire, faithful 
to this principle of the right of nations, in the eighteen article 
tranſmitted on the 3d of March, have not only accepted the 
middle of the courſe of the Rhine for a limit, as bas been the 
cuſtom in the ancient treaties of peace; but they have beſides pro 
poſed, in a more ' preciſe manner, that the 18th article of the 
peace of Ryſwick, and the 6th article of the peace of Baden, 
ſthould be admitted as a baſis in the ulterior negotiations. But 
the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, in their 
notes, ſpeaking of the fixing of the future limits between Ger- 
many and France, have only made a general mention of the 
Rhine and its courſe ; and in the note of 22d Pluvioſe (February 
10), they have ſaid formally, the ceſſion of what is beyond the 
Rhine, that is the baſis, #36 

The miniſters plenipotentiary have not altered their lan 
in the ſequel, when the deputation, to prevent all miſt and- 
ing, remarked formally in their ulterior communications, tht 
by the courſe of the Rhine they could only underſtand the mil. 
dle of the Rhine. Moreover, this acceptation was admitted it 
the note, of the 25th Ventoſe (March 15). The deputation, 
therefore, cannot perſuade themſelves that the miniſters plenips 
tentiary had it not in view, on their fide, to take the middle 
the Rhine as a limit between the two nations; and they were co 
fequently the more aſtoniſhed that, by their laſt note, they 
| for the French republic all the iſles of the Rhine, The great 
part of thoſe iſles belong to the neighbouring communes, 
make uſe of them as common property : fome of them allo be. 
long to private perſons. Towards the middle of the Rhine, & 
veral families poſſeſs them by title of fief, and the ſmaller a! 
arc in the claſs of appurtenances to the princes, A great nun 
of theſe ifles are inhabited, and conſiſt of woods, meadows, 
cultivated grounds ; and, taken together, they would 2 
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, conſiderable object. In ſeveral places, particularly on the 
e of the right bank, it would be impaſitble 10 collect the faſcines 
ceſſary to conſtruct and keep up eprs upon the banks, if the iſles 
the Rhine, with their woods, were loſt to the right &de. T his 
ject, then, is of great importance to Germany, and the loſs.of 
| theſe iſles would, in a commercial, territorial, and military 
int of view, be a very eſſential aggrandizement to the French 
public. However inclined the deputation may be, by their 
nown principles, to yield to France fuch of the iſles as may be 
a her ſide, it ought nevertheleſs to be eſtabliſhed, as a reſerve, 
hat the ifles which are on the right ſide ſhould remain under the 
bminion of the Empire, and the ſovereigns whoſe eſtates are in 
neighbourhood 3 adding, formally, that private property, aud 

8 . * / Wer 
heir limits upon the iſtes on both ſides, ſhall remain inviolable. 
la the places where the river does not change, or ſeldom changes 
its bed, that is, towards the middle of its courſe, and particularly 
on the Lower Rhine, that line of demarkation would have no in- 
onvenience. But on the Upper Rhine, the Thalweg, or, properly 
ſpeaking, the navigable part of the Rhine, bas determined that 
line of ſovereignty ; and by the direction of this HI the 
limits from Huninguen to the Palatine countries have been #xed, 
in more recent times, between French commiſſioners and thoſe of 
the ſtates of the Empire : ſo that the property of the inhabitants 
of the right bank, upon the iſles which, by the changing of the 
Thalweg, fall on the left ſide, would paſs under the French domi- 
nion; and, on the other hand, that which would fall on the right 
ſide would paſs under the dominion of Germany. It would then 
be neceſſary to determine reſpecting the ifles ſuuated on the left 
ide of the Rhine, and which have not hitherto belonged to the 
French republic, whether the middle of the courſe, or the Thal- 
reg, ſhall form the line between Germany and France. In the 
firlt caſe, the ideal line of demarkation will interſe& ſeveral of 
the iſles, and then it, would be more juſt that, in the detailed 
arangements adopted upon the ſubject, theſe iſles ſhould be ceded 
wholly, alternatively, to one or other party. 

If theſe reaſons evidently prove how important it is for Ger- 
many, that the exact middle of the Rhine ſhould form the limit 
between the two nations, the French legation will judge to what 
point the deputation of the Empire muſt have been difagreeably 
"Tuck by the new pretenſions contained in their laſt note, that the 
lorts of Kehl and Caſſel (the latter has never been conſidered as 
dependence of the fortreſs of Mentz), as well as fifty acres of 
ground oppoſite the old bridge of Huninguen, with the roads 
neceſſary to reach it, ſhould be ceded to the French republic ; that 
the bridge between the two Briſacs ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed, and 
the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein razed. Y 

In their note of the Sth Pluvioſe (28th January), the French 
miniſters, to explain the reaſon of demanding the — a 
imit, 


— «AQ TEARS 


( 326 ). 


limit, made uſe of the following expreſſions :. “„ The fafetyg 
the republic requires the limit of the Rhine: the tranquillity of 
the Empire ſolicits in a ſtill ſtronger manner thoſe limits,” They 
- aſſerted, at the fame time, that this demand © reſted L 
much more imperious motive, a motive common to the tw 
powers, that of providing, by invariable limits, for their futwe 
tranquillity.” hy | | 
In the note of the 15th Pluvioſe (13th February), the limit of 
the Rhine is called a juſt baſis, ſuitable and uſeful to the twy 
States: and in the note of the ad Ventoſe (20th February), x 
fuitable and neceſſary baſis, which guarantees the future tra. 
quillity of the two ſtates. The note of the French miniſters o 
the 14th Ventoſe (March 4) agrees upon this point with the 
receding : after having ſpoken of the Rhine as the baſis of peace, 
It is formally added—Convenience, juſtice, neceſſity, have de- 
monſtrated it in the preceding notes, the common intereſt of the 
two nations, &c, And when afterwards the deputation of the 
Empire, in their note of the 5th April (i6th Germinal), had u. 
peatedly demanded,-that the French miniſters ſhould declare that 
they would make no ulterior demand upon the Empire, it ws 
anſwered, under date of the 19th Germinal (April 8): Upon the 
ſecond propoſal contained in the note of the 21ſt Ventok 
(March 11), the miniſters plenipotentiary declare, that they have 
already explained themſelves in a manner to ſatisfy every reaſon- 
able mind, when they ſaid, that in the courſe of the ulterue 
diſcuſſions they would refuſe nothing that - ſhould be juſt, ax 
ſhould accord with the common intereſt of the two nations: 
which ſuppoſes alſo, that they would only make ſuch demand 
as would be admiſſible. 8 
From theſe declarations it could not be imagined that ie 
propoſition to eſtabliſh the Rhine as a limit, could have any other 
©bjeCt than that of rendering that limit invariable, of preventing 
thereby all the inconveniences to which frontiers not marked bf 
nature are Expoſed (note of the ſecond Ventoſe, Feb. 20); U 
inſure in a better manner tranquillity for the future, and io ops 
rate the common advantage of the two nations. The propoſitions 
which have juſt been made to the deputation are wholly oppoli 
to theſe views, which could alone have determined them to 
to the firſt baſis of peace; the Rhine would thereby ceaſe to ſorm 
the limit; there would be, on the right ſide of the river, ſe 
points of contact which would be eminently injurious to is 
maintenance of tranquillity. Finally, if they conſider in the & 
mands made the ceſſion of the ſtrong places, the proportion betwees 
France and Germany becomes ſtill more unequal. The left bankd 
the Rhine, protected by the moſt important fortreſſes, oppoſes u 
tmpenetrable barrier to all hoſtile attempts which might be 
The repoſe and ſafety of Germany, on the contrary, — 
1 c 
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cntinually expoſed. Points fortified upon the tight fide would 
make it fear a neighbour continually ready to attack it, would 
&ſtroy its military integrity, and fetter its independence, upon 
he maintenance of which the French government thinks that it 
; conformable to its politics to ſet a value: the more ſo, as the 
Lmolition of fort Ehrenbreitſtein is demanded, as well as the 
eſtabliſhment of the bridge between the two Briſacs, with 
ifty acres of ground on the right ſide, oppoſite to the old bridge 
Huninguen; yet the firſt of theſe bridges has been ſuppreſſed 
yy two treaties of peace. With reſpe& to the deſtruction of 
hrenbreitſtein no equivalent is offered, and conſequently this 
ner object cannot be conſidered as a thing in which regard has 
een had to the common intereſt of the two nations. | 
All the reaſons that have been adduced are, without doubt, too 
ident for the French miniſters plenipotentiary not to recogniſe 
validity of them, and to unite with the deputation, in order 

at the Rhine may form in future the line of ſeparation between 
he two ſtates, and that neither of the parties may extend their 
mination to the oppoſite ſhore. This principle being eſtabliſhed 
he deputation are entirely diſpoſed to agree upon the reſervations, 
neans, and precautions, by which the two contracting parties may 
main tranquil relative to their reſpective ſafety, This is, with- 
ut doubt, the moſt moderate propoſition that a nation can make, 
hich, after an unfortunate war, ſeeks in peace no other hap- 
neſs than its future tranquillity, The deputation of the Em- 
ire, on their fide, are. ready to liſten to all other propoſitions 
hat may be looked upon as the natural effects of the eſtabliſh- 
bent of the limit of the Rhine, and of the dominion in common 
{that river, The propoſition of a towing-way being a diſpaſitioa 
ſpectively uſeful, which can make no change with regard to 
roperty, jurifdiftion, and ſovereignty, will conſequently expe- 
ence no difficulty in the execution, according to the neceſſity 
rd poſſibility of the caſe. The deputation conſider as equally 
table, and in conformity to the 18th article of the treaty of 
\ylwick, and the 6th article of the treaty of Baden, the propo- 
non reſpecting the keeping up of the river: and the aſſurance 
tich follows it is ſo much the more agreeable, as buildings upon 
de water on the left bank of the Rhine, would be injurious 
different places to the countries on the right bank, whoſe ſoil 
[els elevated. It is underſtood alſo for this reaſon, that the pri- 
ne perſons in poſſeſſion of land ſhall preſerve the faculty of being 
die to form dykes, and make other diſpoſitions to prevent their 
roperty from being inundated, provided theſe works hurt not the 
arſe of the rive the navigation, But as in ſeyeral parts of 
de right bank ſtones are gntirely wanting, and other materials'ne- 
Flary for water buildings, and as the left bank, on the contrary, 
eiles them in abundance, both parties ſhall be entitled to ſupply 
_ themſelves 
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Hherſelves reciprocally with theſe materials, ſuch as ſtones f 
ones, wooden piles, &c. at a reaſonable price. , The princy 
of the two nations enjoying equally the right of navigation 
the Rhine, accords entirely with the 1ft and 16th articles of « 
note of the deputation of the 3d of March; but no explanati 
is given reſpecting the wiſh there manifeſted, that by a conn 
arrangement with the Batavian republic, the free navigation 
the Rhine be enfured to the mouth of the river, and that ont 
. ether hand the reſervation ſhould be propoſed, that no other natic 
mould participate in it but with the conſent of the two party 
and on conditions conjointty agreed upon. There were only, it: 
is known, the Swiſs on the Upper Rhine, and the inhabitants 4 
the Low Countries on the Lower Rhine, who were accuſtone * 
to navigate the Rhine with their boats. The ukprior propoſiti ro 
to aboliſh the right of toll appears in truth to lead to the adam 
of trade: but it is alſo to be feared, that by this ſuppreſſion 
keeping up of the courſe of the river for navigation, which is 
expentive- article, might no longer take place as formerly. ( 
che other hand, there exiſt many debts mortgaged upon the 
duce of thoſe duties; yet if this abolition ſhould be ieffeded, i 
would be proper that it ſhould extendalſoto the Batavian republ 
and that, to tavour the freedom of commerce, the ſtaple rg 
and the watermen's duty ſhould alfo be ſuppreſſed. 

With reſpe& to the ſubſequent propoſition in the French ac 
mat merchandiſe ouly ſhould be ſubjeR to the cuſtom duties el 
blithed in the connrries and receivable at the moment of landing 
without the duties eftabliſhed on one bank being greater ti 
thoſe which ſhall be eſtabliſhed on the other; it would be eyidend 
-advantageous that the two nations ſhould agree upon certain prin 
ples reſpecting the duties to be received upon merchandiſe : be 
according to the propoſition of the French miniſters, theſe duue 
could not abſolutely be the ſame upon the two banks. In fad, 
order that this equality may operate, it would be neceſſar uit 
eſtabliſh a common and uniform tarif for all the ſtates, large rer 
ſmall, which are ſituated upon the Rhine. Beſides, the princ! wer 
object of this ſpecies of import is not to produce a revenue 10 
ſovereign, and conſequently to return money to the treaſury, | 
10 defray, in the firſt inſtance, the expenſe to which the ſtates! 
be put, under the commercial relation, for roads, towing -v 
bridges, and the pay of the perſons employed, and afterwards 1 
procure the means of directing the trade for the advantage of! doul 
inhabitants, the proſperity of their manufactures, and the ene, 
ragement of induſtry; A ftate attains this object by cuſtoms, ? Ppu 
diminiſhing the duties of importation upon certain mercnany 
and by augmentirg them upon others, from the neceſſity . | 
may be for them according as they are abundant or ſcarce, 1 Ive 
manufactured, &c. But if theſe cuſtom duties are all at on 


( 329 ) 


ſoexaRly the ſame upon both banks, that they cantiot be clianged 
bout the conſent of the two parties, ſuch an arrangement could 
i ſo eaſily be effected without the moſt minute examination of 
te details, conſidering the difference of the great and ſmall 
es which are ſituated upon the right bank of the Rhine, and 
hoſe intereſts, wants, and views are ſo various. Nothing is 
ore evident than that it is the intereſt of each tate to make al- 
erations in this particular, according as its individual poſition 
dl wants require; to prohibit frequently the importation of ar- 
cles upon which bounties are allowed in a neighbouring ſtate, 
[he eſtabliſhment upon the right bank of the Rhine of an uni- 
rm tarif, which ſhould be the ſame as that upon the left bank, 
ould then experience, in all reſpects, well-founded difficulties. 
rom all theſe obſervations, as well as from thoſe upon the na- 
gation of the Rhine, the towing-roads, the keeping up of the 
ver, and the tolls, which are all founded in the different rela- 
jons of Germany, one may ſee how much thoſe objects would 
equire important conſiderations connected with locality, and 
ring a marked connexion with the progreſs of commerce 
w difficult it would be to change thoſe eſtabliſhments which 
re exiſted for ages, and which had the greateſt influence upon 
trade and proſperity of the two banks of the Rhine in a very 
extent; finally, how little. poſſible it would be, without a 
vious and deep examination of all theſe conſiderations, to make 
arrangement equally advantageous for the two nations upon 
eds ſv complicated. But as this ſcrupulous examination ought 
tio check the principal work of pacification, the deputation 
the Empire think they ought to propoſe, that all the points 
hich concern the navigation of the Rhine, the towing-ways, the 
teping up of the river, the tolls and cuſtoms,” and the trade in 
eneral, ſhould be deferred till the concluſion of a treaty of com- 
Ice and navigation, and that until then every thing ſhould re- 
un in flatu gu. With reſpect to the deſire | manifeſted by the 
rench miniſters, that the navigation ſhould be free upon all the 
ers which flow into the Rhine, as well as upon the great rivers 
Germany, that objeci is not within the competence of the de» 
mon. ; | | 1 
The miniſters of the French republic next make an abſdlutely 

demand, that is, that amongſt the poſſeſſions of the ſtatos 
the left bank, which ought to be replaced on the right bank, 
ould be compriſed thoſe which belong to the immediate equeſ- 
man order, One does not ſee by what reaſons the property and 
Ppurtenances of the equeſtrian order ſhould be conſidered other» 
le than as private property, whoſe inviolability has been aſſured 
the note of the 19th Germinal (8th April). This overture te- 
We to the equeſtrian order can only be founded upon an error 
the manner of judging of the relations of that order with.the 
Vor. VII. LU u Empire. 


Empire. Their rights of property accord entirely with t 


iſolated and ſcattered over the territories of the ſtates of the En 


who pay dues to the Empire and to the Circle for ſome poſſeſſon 


the Empire, belong alſo, with their effects, to t tos « 
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Empire. The opinion formed in it of the poſſibility of a fm 
arrangement, is an object ſv much the more important, as its 
miſſion would involve in it the greateſt difficulties, and as any i 
demnification whatever upon the right bank of the Rhine wa 
exhauſt the maſs of indemnities, and conſequently in a great me 
fure produce a failure in the object of the indemnities. 
Theſe immediate nobles are not ſtates of the Empire; they e 
joy no right of ſuffrage in the general diets or the diets of the d 
cle; they have conſequently no more ſhare in war and peace tha 
the other ſubjects of the Empire. They differ from the medi 
nobility and the other ſubjects of the Empire, inaſmuch as the 
are (without intermediate perſons) under the Emperor and Eq 
ire, and are not ſubjected to the ſovereignty of any ſtate of 1 


French laws. The immediate nobility form two cantons 
of the Upper Rhine and that of the Lower: they have all the 
poſſeſſions upon the left bank. The canton of the Upper Ni 
is bounded by the Rhein, the Queich, and the Nahe; hat of 
Lower Rhine extends from the Nahe to the Lower Rhine. 

The poſſeſſions of the equeſtrian order of thoſe two cantons 


pire ; they conſiſt wholly, either of one houſe in a town, or in 
village, and frequently of fields only, diſperſed amidſt che 
land; of tithes and other dues of that kind: very few places 
wholly the property of that order. Several families of ca 


and who have thereby a right to fit in the aſſembly of counts 


the equeſtrian order: they are generally the families which poli 
the greateſt number of places depending upon that order. Wit 
the exception of thoſe places, the canton of the Upper Rh 
ſcarcely reckons twenty villages which belong wholly to the ® 
bles : ſome belong in common to ſeveral nobles. - There are # 
ſtates of the Empire, chapters, convents, &c. which poſſeſs the 
dependencies upon the equeſtrian order; the latter, as well u 
the poſſeſſors of the property of the equeſtrian order, pay tht 
impoſts to the canton. The immediate quality of a great 1 
ber of theſe polleſſions is diſputed by the ftates of t * 
in the countries in which they are ſituated - that quality then © 
not be conſidered as important. But there, even where the eq! 
trian order poſſeſs whole places, and where their quality 4 
immediate is recogniſed, the noble levies no tax upon 
ſubjects, and the ſtates of the —_— commonly exerciſe tk 
the ſuperior rights. The principal revenue of the members 
the equeſtrian order conſiſts for this reaſon in their private c. 

erty, tithes, and other rents—the produce of the ſergnorul and 
eudal rights is in general very inconſiderable. Theſe i__— 
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Yes cannot therefore of conſequence be conſidered but as ſim- 
proprietors of private property ; and as by the 12th title, arti- 
Ye 335 of the French conſtitution, foreigners, even without being 
izens, or eſtabliſhed in the French republic, may poſſeſs 
operty, and buy and diſpoſe of their property, of courſe 
ere ought to be applied to theſe immediate nobles reſpecting 
ir property ſituated upon the left bank of the Rhine, that whic 
+ French note of the 19th Germinal (April 8) enſures to them. 
theſe terms, that the preſervation of the property of private perſons 
never have been the object of a ſerious doubt. 
The French government will ſo much the leſs wiſh to wreſt 
jeſe private effects and appurtenances from their legitimate poſ- 
ſors, becauſe by the public right of the Empire, ſuch — 
un never be united to the domains of the nation to which the 
effion is made; and as by the French note of the zad Pluvioſe 
oth February) no pretenſion is advanced but to the domains of 
rinces exerciſing the ſovereignty. 
ReſpeRing the debts which in the laſt French note are propoſed 
o be transferred wholly from the countries on the left bank to 
hoſe of the right, it has been generally recogniſed, in all times, 
at the debts with which countries are burdened, which by 3 
reaty of peace paſs under another domination, ought to be tranſ- 
ned to the power acquiring thoſe countries, This principle 
us in a late inſtance been followed in the treat Campo 
ormio, This propoſition then does not accord with the rules of 
he right of nations and of juſtice, and in the known ſtate of 
lings is abſolutely inadmiſſible. The deputation are conſe- 
quently induced to expect that, after a ſufficient examination of 
he princip'es of right, and the inſurmountable difficulties that 
ould oppoſe the execution of ſuch a condition, the French mi- 
uſters plenipotentiary will not inſiſt upon this point. 
There can be no queſtion ceriainly of the debts which particular 
ommunes, bailiwicks, grand bailiwicks, and commonalties 
re contracted on their own account: thoſe who have contracted 
ole debts ought alone to pay them. The French government 
ls it ſurely not in view to impoſe upon the inhabitants of other 
provinces the debts of a country which have been contracted 
Jolely for urgent wants, according to the forms, uſages, and. 
oſtitution of the country. It can only be underſtood here to 
ſelate to the cameral and domanial debts mortgaged ; but the 
rongelt reaſons may alſo be urged againſt the transfer of theſe 
- to any objects of | indemnity upon the right bank of the 
ine. 


1ſt, Thoſe debts, with reſpect to their origin and uſe, are fo 
Wfferent in their nature, that it would be contrary to all juſtice 
o throw them indiſtinctly and without exception upon the 
dtors, or even to burden the countries on the right bank with 
T Uu 2 them, 
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them, who are ſuch ſtrangers to them. We will cite for exam 
the cameral debts, which the ſovereign has contracted for the 20. 
of the country, and which conſequently are real national debe 
with which the new ſovereigns ought to be charged. 

2d. Should even the ſtates of the Empire which have exp 
rienced loſſes, and which have debts, be indemnified by the dom; 
of other countries, the latter are without doubt already burden 
with debts, and have other expenſes and charges to ſupport. 
3d. The creditors, who have the beſt-founded pretenſions 
> pledges mortgaged, would thereby loſe a- great part of the 
urity. 660 + 
ach. The ſubjects of the countries on the right bank would be 
moleſted by the creation, already not very ealy, of new impol 
tions deſtined to extinguiſh foreign debts from which they vd 
have deduced no advantage. | 
5th. By the transfer ot the camcral debts to the domains up 
the right bank, the objects of indemnity would be depreciated 
which would conſequently render their augmentation necella, 
The reſult would alſo be, that he who ſhould be the moſt loaded 
with debts upon the left bank, would have a right to pretend tot 
> me and greater maſs of indemnities in territory and is 
abitants. 183 
6th. It is known that ſome German countries on the left bank 
of the Rhine, and preciſely the moſt conſiderable, are not Joadel 
with any paſſive debt: that the debts of ſome others are of ſmil 
importance; ſo that the debts of the reſt of theſe countries, though 
large enough, do not deſerve in their total to be conſidered as u 
object of great importance by the French republic. Ow the other 
hand, the countries ſituated on the right bank, which the repudſe 
reſtures to Germany, are ſo ruined, that a century will ſcartth 
ſuffice to free them from their debts. Thoſe countries are ther 
fore ſo much the leſs able to ſupport foreign debts. 
Finally, the French miniſters, in their laſt note, make met 
tion of 45 renünciations which they deſire to be made — 
that which ſhall be ceded by the Empire to France. As this obje 
is liable to no difficulty, and as the deputation has already in patt 
acceded to it in their note of the 3d of March, they think the 
have fo much the leſs reaſon to doubt that a ſimilar renunciaia 
will take place on the part of the French republic in favour of the 
Empite; it is on this account they expect a formal adherence is 
the propoſition contained in the third of the articles annexed tothe 
note of the 3d of March. They moſt alſo renew the demand 
expreſſed in the. article 15th, on the ſubject of the pretenſions 
formed by the French republic, during the war, at the charge 
ſeveral particular ſtates of the Empire 3 ſo much the more, be⸗ 
cauſe ſimilar renunciations are uſual at the concluſion of treat 
of peace, and becaufe it would deſide be very afflicting, after — 
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(derable ſacrifices as the Empire has made for the good of alt 
d of each (tate in particular, to ſee thoſe ſtates ſtill expoſed ra 
| demands and pretenſions, at the moment in which the Empire 
ould begin to enjoy the fruits of peace. Finally, the deputa- 
on of the Empire muſt again demand of the French miniſters z 
ply to all the points of the laſt note, to which none has yer been 
ren, or to which the French miniſters have not yet replied in a 
Utifatory manner: principally to the articles 7, 8, 9, 11, 13. 
4, 17, 18, which relate to the ſafety and faculty to all pro- 
etors to diſpoſe freely of all their poſſeſſions and appurtenances 
don the left bank of the Rhine; the amneſty with its effeAs—the 
caſures to be taken in favour of perſons of the eccleſiaſtical or 
V condition, who are deprived of their exiſtence by the new or- 
nization ; the I of the laws of emigration in the 
ded countries, as well as the arrangements particularly neceſ- 
j for Alſace and Lorraine. | 


— — 


Anſwer of the French Plenipotentiaries to the Note of the Deputation 
of the Empire, dated 14th May. 


THE underſigned, miniſters of the French republic for the 
epotiation with the German Empire, have received the note of 
he deputation of the Empire of the 19th of laſt Floteal, commu- 
cated to them by Count Metternich, miniſter plenipotentiary of 
us Majeity the Emperor. 

They hoped that the depntation, enlightened reſpecting thejr 
we intereſts, and the dangers of temporizing, and penetrated, 
ke themſelves, with the neceſſity of a prompt and durable peace, 
ould not have helitated to accept the propoſitions announced in 
e note of the French legation of the 14th of laſt Floreal ; that 
bey would acknowledge that the French republic could not have 
thibited greater moderation and condeſcenſion; and that doubt- 
ls much greater ſacrifices would have been required of her, had 
er enemies ſucceeded in their plans of invaſion and partition; 
i fine, that, inſtead of plunging themſelves more and more intg 
endleſs diſcuſſion, they would ſtudy to give preciſion to their 
nlwers ; and eſpecially that they would juſtify the * 
"ich they manifeſted to the moſt important points by that ſtrength 
i reaſon which men of integrity cannot reſiſt. 

Diſappointed in theſe hopes, the underſigned have given the 
are profound attention to the note of the 19th Floreal ; and they 
ave to declare, that, from the moſt mature examination, they 
ave derived no convincing reaſon to induce them to deſiſt from 
heir firſt demands. For example: The deputation are, ſurely 
ot ſerious in propoſing to refer to a particular convention of com- 
Rerce and navigation, all that the note of the French legation 


contains 
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contains relative to the navigation of the Rhine, to the 
ways, works on the banks, toll duties, &c. It is difficult, is 
fact, to conceive what is intended by a treaty of commerce wit 
the Empire in general. It is with each ſtate in particular, and 
according to mutual conveniency, that relations of this kind mul 
be formed. But all the objects in queſtion, with the exceptiay, 
perhaps, of ſome cuſtoms which belong to conventions ure 
commercial, ought to enter into a treaty of peace concluded with 
the Empire, becauſe the Empire has a public and direct inter 
in them. It is as difcult to comprehend the declaration made by 
the deputation, that they are not competent to decide upon the 
demand of the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic 
relative to the free navigation of the rivers running into the Rhin 
and in general to the great rivers of Germany. It appears tha 
the deputation of the Empire declare in vain that they have w 
powers in this caſe. If they have no right to pronounce in if 
themſelves, it belongs to them, at leaſt, to ſolicit the deciſion 
the Germanic Diet; and ſurely there is ſo much more reaſon ke 
aſtoniſhment at their indifference in this ceſpeR, as the opening 

a free paſſage in the leſſer rivers of Germany is the object which 

in its conſequences, moſt intereſts the German nation. 

The refuſal of the deputation to conſent to the re-eſtabliſhmeat 

of the commercial bridge between the two Briſacs is built u 

no better foundation ; eſpecially when it is remarked, that the 

pretext for this refuſal is drawn entirely from the clauſe of t&t 

ancient treaties, which ſtipulate that it ſhould be demoliſhed 

Without ſeeking to trace the true motive of the reſiſtance whid 

they have manifeſted upon this ſubject, the underſigned will w 

peat, that the advantage of a part of Germany demands, as ſtrong} 
1 as that of one of the departments of the French republic, tha 
AF this ancient communication ſhould be reſtored to the comment 
'l of the two nations. Why ſhould the alarms ariſing from a ft 
| of war be conſtantly oppoſed to the ancient benefits of a ſtate d 
peace ? If all the difficulties which the — appear to en. 
ate at every ſtep were examined in detail, they would be found 
equally deſtitute of ſolidity, and the pretenſions of the Frend 
republic would ſtill remain in full force. But in negotiation tl 
eſſential point is to advance; and no advance can be 
empty diſcuſſion, It is therefore neceſſary that on both ſides 
ſhould expreſs ourſelves without delay or reſerve. 

The underſigned will give the example; and if the weakneſs 
the objeQions hitherto oppoſed to them do not juſtify any ſacribt 
on their part, they will find motives for it inthe beneficent e 
licy of their government—in its reſpect for humanity, and in 
ſincere deſire to accelerate the concluſion of a definitive ti 
which ſhall connect the two powers by the tie of common pF 
ſperity. They therefore propoſe. the following modification | 

4 | | 
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me articles of the note of the 14th Floreal, on the ſuppoſition 
the deputation will accede to the other articles contained in 
| which remain unaltered, the underſigned perſiſting in them 
ith more urgence, as being incapable of undergoing any diſcuſ- 


iſt, Kehl has too often formed part of the French territory not 
be conſidered as an ancient French poſſeſſion, and being ſuch, 
is not to be ſuppoſed that the republic ſhould now abandon it. 
ut to remove the inquietude of the Empire on this ſubjeR, it 
ll be ſtipulated that no town or regular fort ſhall be built on its 
il, and nothing will be preſerved except the bridge, and the re- 
Joubts neceſſary to protect it. n 
2d, The republic had demanded fifty acres of land oppoſite to 
he old bridge of Huninguen, with a road to it : it renounces that 

and, and requires only that there be conſtructed at Huninguen 
bridge of communication between the two banks. 

Ad. The earneſt reclamations of the plenipotentiaries of the 
ppire, in favour of the chief nobles of the Empire, will be fa- 
urably received by the French government. It will alſo con- 
nt, that thoſe who are not counts, princes, or ſtates of the Em- 
ire, and who have neither a collective nor individual vote in the 
iet of the Empire, ſhould be conſidered as private perſons, and 
reated as ſuch ; it being underſtood, at the ſame time, that they 
n have no claim or indemnity whatever, either from the ſup- 
jeſſion of feudal rights, want of poſſeſſion, or degradation, 
lown to the period = they ſhall be put in poſſeſſion, that is, 
he day of exchanging the ratification of the definitive treaty. 
_ of revenue due at the ſame period will belong to the 
public, | | 
4h. The dependencies on the left bank of eccleſiaſtical eſta- 
liſhments on the right being ceded to the republic, the dependen- 
es on the left bank of eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments on the right 
ill cominue to belong to the Empire. EW 
The miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic have no 
Joubt that the deputation of the Empire will juſtly appreciate this 
ew teſtimony of the moderation of its government; From reci- 
procal ſacrifices there will reſult a peace, ſpeedy, ſolid, and ho- 
durable for the two ſtates. | 
Reflade, 4th * (224 Fune), 6th 

Year of the French republics = . 


Bonnizn, 
Jran Drrav. 
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- wiſh. Auſtria has in every point of view been influenced oa 


poſſeſſion of the Empire of Germany; and that. — 
I 


nobility immediately dependent on the Empire, ſhall be taken ol 
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BubRance of the Vote given by Auſtria in Anſtucr to the left Nut 
. 425 French — dated 224 zum 
Kafladt, Juh d. 
THE miniſters of Auſtria, after ſtating that they had oppol 
in an amicable but energetic manner, the new demands of de 
French plenipotentiaries; that the deputation of the Empire } 
already conſented, with ſome modifications, to the moſt op 
five demands; and that, conſidering the nature of the Germa 
conſtitution, the deputation was not only free from the charge d 
having temporized, but had even done every thing to acceleras 
the treaty, proceed in the following manner 
The laſt French note of the 22d June has very much dilg 
pointed the flattering hopes that the important motives, allege 
with a view of obtaining more favourable conditions, would 
length be rewarded with deferved ſucceſs, ſinee, with the excy- 
tion of ſome trifling modifications, the principal points Were is 
ſiſted on even in the actual form of a demand, -which; with & 
. to the free navigation of the Rhine, and the other rien 
rmany, had not been before manifeſted but in the natute of 1 


by the dictates of duty, which ſhall direct ber in her preſet 
vote. She propoſes, therefore, to declare repeatedhy, in a wi 
anſwer to the miniſters of the republic, that it is expected 
. Iſt. That the republic will deſiſt from her pretenſions oh al 
the iſlands of the Rhine, and confine herſelf to the limits required 
by herſelf, preſerving the way in which the duties are collede, 
or the navigable part of the river. 

2d. That Caſſel, Kehl, and the tie du pont of Huninguen 
belonging to the right bank of the Rhine, . ſhalt. temain in tk 
thing on the Upper Rhine ſhall be reſtored to its exiſting ſtute be 
fore the preſent war. | 1} 28% | 
Zu. That the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein ſhall remain ur- 
touched. x ; ** 396%) 
- ; 4th. That the fequeſtration impoſed upon the property of is 


and reſtoration ſhall be made to them of every thing of which ide 
have been deprived to the preſent moment. That no diſtinchas 
ſhall be made between thoſe ſituated on the right and leſt ban of 
the Rhine, nor between thoſe who have not votes in the jet of 
the Empire, and thoſe who ſit and vote in it; and that the nob, 
lity immediately dependent on the Empire, ſhall be indemnihed 
for their feudal rights which have been ſupprefſled.  _ 

th. That with reſpe& to the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, * 
ſhall be determined whether the pia corpora ſhall be comp 
in them, as it is here believed ought to be the caſe, 


Fina, 


* 
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Finally. Auſtria muſt-propoſe the frequent repreſentation of all 
le NE and f whatever the deputation ſhall think 

r to add, to the French miniſters, in amicable expreſſions, 
at the ſame time, in terms of energy, with the intent that 
French government may be induced to come to a reſolution to 
cede from her hard demands. There is reaſon to expect that 
ch will be the event, more particularly as the French miniſters, 
their laſt note, extol themſelves the liberal ſyſtem of politics 
rſued by their government, its reſpect for humanity, and its 
ncere defire to accelerate the concluſion of peace. The deputa- 
on places too much confidence in this laſt declaration, as well 
x in the preceding ones, to entertain a doubt of their being 


duld 

eXCeps jw of the Declaration made by the Tron Minifters at 
ert in adi, to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Repub- 
ith oo 

* THE King has ſeen, with the greateſt ſurpriſe, the preten- 


"ns, as novel as unexpected, Which the French republic has 
med ſince the negotiations were opened on the two baſes, 
iz. the left bank of the Rhine and the indemnities ; which 
enſions conſiſt in this, that the debts of the ſtates which 
wperience loſſes on the left bank, be transferred to the _= 
nk; that the preſent nobleſſe of the Empire, ' who are de- 
ved of their property on the left ſide of the Rhine, ſhould be 
demnified on the right; that all the iflands of the Rhine ſhould 
e ceded, as well as the different military poſts on this ſide of the 
ine, Kc. Among all theſe demands, that of the abolition of 
renbreitſtein was particularly unexpected by the King. His 
zeſty flatters himſelf, however, that France will change her 
ntiments in this reſpect, and that ſhe will even. deſiſt from any 
h pretenſion, if it be intended to remain on the footing of 
ity and good underſtanding with Pruſſia. Indeed, to demand 
be demolition of Ehrenbreitftein and the rvation of other 
ilitary poſts, is evidently affuming an ſive and menacing 
nude againſt the north of Germany, and therefore muſt force 
Is Majeſty in particular to reſort to meaſures of precaution 
nd defence, The King is certainly far from being induced to 
ner into a new coalition againſt France. He loves alſo to be- 
fre that the republic will not aſſume a threatening aſpeR, nor 
tc diſagreeable alarms, | | 


Vor. VII. 
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| Carte! fer the Exchange of Priſoners of War between Great Brig 
5 * 1 1 


ance. 


WE the underſigned commiſſioners for the tranſport 
and for the care and cuſtody of priſoners of war, on 
part and in the name of his Britannic Majeſty ; and M.) 
ſeph Niou, commiſſary for priſoners of war, on the part andj 
the name of the French government; being duly authorized 
take proper meaſures for carrying into execution an exchange. 
priſoners, have agreed upon the following articles: 
I. An exchange of priſoners of war ſhall . immediately t 
place between the two countries, man for man, and rank 
rank; and the French government ſhall begin, by ſending on 
to England, in a French cartel veſſel, a number of Britith gn 
ſoners, with the proportion of five officers to one hundred me 
upon” the arrival of whom in England the Britiſh governme 
will cauſe an equal number, of the ſame ranks,” of French 
ſoners, to be ſent, in an Englith cartel veſſel, to France, 
Britiſh government ſhall then cauſe. to be ſent to France, i 
an Engliſh cartel veſſel, a number of French priſoners, with 
ſame proportion of officers as above mentioned, for whom | 
French government ſhall return, by a French cartel veſſel, f 
ſame. number and ranks of Britiſh priſoners. The exchay 
ſhall be continued according to the ſame alternate plan, until « 
or the other of the two governments ſhall think proper to put 
ſtop thereto; and, in that caſe, the party ſo diſcontinuing 1s 
return, without delay, whateyer number of priſoners may 
pear to be againſt it on the balance of the exchanges that may 
that time haye taken place in conſequence of this cartel. 
II. In order to prevent any difficulties that might others 
-ariſe from the diverſity of ranks of officers in the ſervice of tt 
two countries, it is hereby agreed, that the table hereto anneie 
of correſponding. ranks in the Engliſh and French ſervices, 
uniform]y be attended to by both parties; and that officers ( 
either ſide, of ranks. of which there ſhall be no correſpondu 
officer or officers in poſſeſſion of the other power, ſhall be u 
changed for their equivalent, according to the ſcale of value 
men ſpecified in the ſaid table. - 4 << 
III. All the priſoners on both ſides to be exchanged by this a 
tel ſhall be ſelected, according to their ranks, by the reſpet 
agents of the countries to which they belong, reſiding at Paris 
in London, without any interference whatever on the part of Up 
government in whoſe poſſeſſion they may be. 
LV. It being ſtipulated, that the Britiſh priſoners ſhall be 
to England in French veſſels, and the French priſoners conver 
to France in Britiſh veſſels, it is hereby agreed, that the w 
- Expeple attending ſuch veſſels ſhall be defrayed by the rept 
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wntries by which they * be employed and that the priſon- 
during their paſſage, ſhall be furniſhed. with the following 
ly allowances-viz. : 


Britiſh Priſonert. | French Priſoners. 
Ib. - G | b. 
Beer 2 quarts, or wine | Beer 2 quarts. 
1 quart, | 


able of which allowances is to be affixed to the maſt of each 
el veſſel, Yee e | 
v. All priſoners on both ſides, not being officers, who, from 
ounds, age, or infirmities, are rendered incapable of further 
vice, and alſo all boys under twelve years of age, ſhall be 
nhwith returned to their reſpective countries, without regard 
their numbers or equality 3 but the ſelection of 
tons of the deſcriptions mentioned in this article, is to be 
entirely to the agents and ſurgeons of the goverhment of the 
untry in which they are detained. 3; : 
VI, All ſurgeons, ſurgeons mates, purſers (or aides-commi/- 
res), purſers' ſtewards (or commis aux vivres), ſecretaries 
plains, and ſchoolmaſters, being the claſſes comprehend 
der the denomination of non-combattants, and alſo paſſengers 
it of the ſea or land ſervice, in whatever ſhips taken, ſhall not 
conſidered as priſoners, but ſhall be immediately fet at liberty; 
return to their reſpeRive countries, without being placed to 
account of exchange. | 
VII. All officers bearing authentic commiſſions in the land 
ok and thoſe, belonging to the ſea ſervice of the following 
I0KS—Viz 


Admirals Lieutenants 

Vice-admirals Enſigns 

Rear-admirals Maſters _ 
Commodores Mates (or pilots) 

Captains Midſhipmen (or aſpirants) ; 


1 alſo maſters and mates, or ſecond captains of merchant 
ſels exceeding the burden of eighty tons, together with the 
ptain, and in the proportion of three other officers ta each 
undred men, of privateers of fourteen carriage guns atid up- 
jacds, ſhall either be permitted to return to their reſpective 
duntries on parole, not to ſerve until regularly exchanged ; or 
all have the uſual indulgence of parole granted to them in the 
wntry in which they are detained. And it is agreed, that 
date ver officers may, by virtue of this article, return to their 
ſpedtn e countries, ſhall be ſuffered to depart from their preſent 
ces of confinement to Dover, or Gravelines, as ſoon as con- 
kmcntly may be after the figning of the preſent cartel; and 
A 2 4 alſo, 
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alſo, that all officers reſiding on parole in their own counts 
ſhall ſignify to the _ of the country to which they are priſy 
ers their reſpective places of reſidence, which they ate on no 
count to change, without firſt intimating their intention to 
ſaid agent; and they are, moreover, at the expiration of ex 
two months, to tranſmit to the ſaid agent a certificate of 
particular places where they may reſide, ſigned by the magi 
or municipal officers of ſuch places. 

VIII. The ſettlement of the balance now exiſting on the x 
count of ſuch exchanges of priſoners of war of both countris 
as have taken place from the commencement of hoſtilities to 
day of the date hereof, ſhall be deferred until the termination 
the preſent war; but it is clearly underſtood, that all officers, 
both ſides, who have been releaſed and permitted to return 
their reſpective countries on parole, ſince the commencement 
the war, and who have not hitherto been regularly exchange 
are not to ſerve in any capacity, either civil or military, u 
they ſhall have been duly exchanged for priſoners of equal rak 
according to their original engagements. ; 

Done. at the Tranſport ce, London, the 19th dy 


September 1798. | | 
UPERT GEORGE, , JOHN Scha, 
AMBROSE SERLE, "90a JoHn Maris 


a 


— 


Table of the correſponding Ranks in the Engliſh and French & 


vice, with their Value in Men, 


RANKS IN THE NAVY. p 

* French. Engl. ut 
ice-admiral commanding in 1 

chief, having the temporary 3 . * 

rank of admiral. IR TR 
8 mira ing his flag at 

Vier- mien. the main: Vinolake 2 

Rear-admiral. Rear-admiral 

Chief of a, ſquadton. Commodore 2 

Poſt captain of three years 

ſtanding, whoſe rank an- 

Captain of a ſhip of the line. ſwers to that of colonel: 

Ditto, having rank 

lieutenant-colonel — 

Maſters and commanders, or 

_ captains not poſt, having 

rank of major, amongſt 

whom are included captains | 

of fireſhips, who are mal- þ 

ters and commanders * 


Captain of a frigate. 


French. 
Lieutenant of a ſhip of the line. 


Enſign of a ſhip of the line, 


Midſhipman, maſter of a mer- 
chant veſſel, and captain of a 
privateer. 

Lieutenant of a merchant veſ- 
ſel or privateer, and all petty 
officers, 

damen, volunteers, and others, 
being conſidered as common 
ſeamen, 


French. 

zeneral of diviſion, command- 

ing in chief. 

General of diviſion. 

General of brigade. 

Inferior to the preceding—ſu- 

perior to the following. 
Chief of brigade. 

ef of battalion or ſquadron. 

Captain. 

Lieutenant. 

Sous Lieutenant. 

\0n-commiſſioned 8 officers, 

down to the rank of corpo- 
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- #ngliſh, MEN. 
Lieutenant without diſtinc- 


tion 


Lieutenant, when all the 


French ſhall be exchanged, 
and in default of Engliſh 
lieutenants, midſhipmen 
Midſhipman, maſter of a 
merchant veſſel, and cap- 
tain of a privateer + 


Mates, and all petty officers 


Seamen, volunteers, and 
others, being conſidered 
as common ſeamen - I 


RANKS IN THE LAND SERVICE. 


Engliſh. MEN, 
Captain-general, or field- 
marſhal — 

General 40 
Lieutenant - general 39 
Major-general 20 

Brigadier-general I 
vn" 11 
Captain 6 
Lieutenant 4 
Enſign 3 


Non-commiſſioned officers, 
down to the rank of cor- 


Ciſing the 
ly with his 


nl, incluſive. inclufive 0 2 
Soldiers. | Soldiers I 
RurzzT GEORGE, yo SCHANK, 
AMBROSE SERLE, OHN MARSH. 
| i Niov, 
PROCLAMATION. 


i! the Court at St. James's, the 29th of Auguſt 1798, preſent the 
King's maſt excellent Majefty in Council. 
HEREAS, by the unjuſt aggreſſion of the perſons exer- 
wers of government in France, now in hoſti- 
ajeſty, many parts of Italy have been foreibly 
en poſſeſſion of, and the ancient governments thereof ſub- 
ned, and new governments erected, under the influence of 
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theit councils, for the purpoſe of aiding more effeAually thei 
deſigns againſt the common intereſts of Europe, and eſpecialj 
for the proſecution of their hoſtile intentions againſt the com. 
merce, navigation, and property of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjeds; 
and whereas divers acts, injurious to the juſt rights of his Majeſty 
and to the intereſts of theſe pleted 10 have in conſequence been 


commirted ; his Majeſty is pleaſed to declare (by and with the 
advice of his Privy Council) that ſuch parts of the coaſts of the 
Mediterranean as are occupied by the arms of the faid perſons 
exerciſing the powers of government in France, or are ſubjecꝭ u 
the government of perſons aCting notoriouſly under their = ot: 
and direction, and eſpecially the coaſts and ports of Genoa, and 
thoſe of the territory of the Pope, ſhall be conſidered as in a. ſtac 
of hoſtility with his Majeſty ; and all his Majeſty's ſubjeQs and 
ethers are required to treat and conſider the inhabitants and ſub- 
jects thereof as his Majeſty's enemies. 
| W. FawKkENes. 


* — 


Meſſage to the Council of Five Hundred on the 28th Frufiids 
| September 14). | 


ThE Executive Directory is deſirous to inform you that the 
French troops have entered Egypt. The French nation, the 
Ottoman Porte itſelf, and the oppreſſed people of that fine but 
unfortunate country, are at lai: avenged. | 
'This memorable event had been long foreſeen by a ſmall num- 
ber of men to whom glorious and uſeful ideas are familiar ; but 
it was too much the cuſtom to rank it among chimericat projeds 
It was reſerved for the French republic to realize this nev 
prodigy. | 5 | 
The cauſes which prepared and inſured its ſucceſs are now i 
de retraced. ; 

For nearly forty years the Beys with their. Mamelucks, thok 
domincering ſlaves of Egypt, praiſed the moſt ſhameful ven 
tions on the French ſettled in thoſe countries, on the faith of our 
treaties with the Porte. From the period of the domination d 
Ali Bey, about 1760, we may particularly date the excels of 
thoſe outrages. That audacious uſurper, after having thrown of 
the yoke of the Grand Seignior, by ignominiouſly expelling I 
Pacha, refuſing to pay tribute, and arrogating the right of making 
money:of his own coin, inſulted our conſuls, menaced our drog: 
mans with the moſt infamous puniſhments, and practiſed nume- 
rous impoſitions on our merchants. His ſucceſſors, Krahil Be) 
and Mohamed Bey, partly deſerve ſimilar reproaches ; but the 
vexations were nwre moderate. Mourad Bey, and Ibraham * 
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y thei ho reigned after them, ſurpaſſed (the firſt particularly) all their 
ecialy redeceſſors in extortion and plunder. Indignant at the conduct 
e com. if theſe oppreſſors, the Ottoman Porte appeared in 1786 to wiſh 
bjech o take yengeance 2 them. With the aid of the forces com- 
lajely anded by Haſſan. Pacha, ' ſhe compelled them to fly, and placed 
e been ſucceſſor ; but ſhe did not know how to ſecure her authority; and 
ith he Wheſe two Beys in 1791, at the death of Iſmael Bey, who had 
of the placed them, recovered their power without obſtacle, and con- 
erſos quently aſſumed their former domination. | 

ect to From that inſtant, but particularly ſince France has been con- 
=o ituted a republic, the French have experienced in Egypt vexa- 
2, and ions a thouſand times more revolting, It was eaſy to recogniſe 


he influence and the fury of the Britiſh cabinet. The extortions 
x all ſorts multiplied, often without the pretext of necellity ; and 
all remonſtrances were vain. | . 
ln the ſecond year of the republic, the conſul wiſhed to make 
uſt repreſentations to Mourad Bey on the ſubje& of the extraor- 
linary exactions ordered by that uſurper from the French mer. 
hantss The Bey, far from ſhowing a diſpoſition to acquielce 
n his requeſt, confined him inſtantly to his own houſe by an 
wrmed force, till all the produce of that odious extortion had been 
entirely paid him, tion | 
Towards the end of that ſame year, the vexations aroſe to ſuch 
b pitch, that the French ſettled at Cairo, deſirous to put their 
perſons and the remainder of their fortunes out of imminent dan- 
per, decided to remove their eſtabliſhments to Alexandria: but 
Mourad Bey took offence at this reſolution ; he ordered them to 
de purſued in their flight: ſuch as remained were treated as vile 
riminals, and redoubled his rage againſt them all, after he knew 
ne of the fugitives was brother to a member of the National 
pr, againſt which he vomited forth his implacable 
latred, 1 . 

Thus his tyranny knew no bounds, and the French nation 
found itſelf a priſoner in Egypt. The Bey, tormented every in- 
ſant with the apprehenſions that ſome attempt might be made to 
cape his vigilance, dared to tell our conſul, that if 2 ſingle 
Frenchman ſhould engage in ſuch an undertaking, all, even 
the conſul himſelf, ſhould forfeit their heads for his | eſcape. 
dach audacity and madneſs can ſcarcely be conceived ; but he 
ſoon perceived that this exceſſive tyranny would not long continue 
profitable, He returned, on the demand of the Grand Vizir, 
not the ſums that had been extorted, but their liberty, to the 
French; and even as the price of that which was regarded as a 
our, he impoſed new pecuniary ſacrifices. The French 
then were afraid to ſettle in the third year at Alexandria but 
lere, as at Roſetta and other places on the coaſt of the Mediter- 
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ranean, they were expoſed to the rapacity of all ſubaltern agents 
Theſe agents of the Bey, more baſe and felonious even than him. 
ſelf, violently ſeized upon the French merchandiſes as they 
arrived in port. They fixed their own prices on the goods, ant 
even ſettled the mode of payment. Should they meet the lei 
reſiſtance, even of the moſt lawful kind, force was immedinty 
employed to repel it. At Roſetta, the gates of our vice-conſ 
were forced, his windows broken, and even weapons raiſe 
againſt him, becauſe he refuſed to ſubmit to a contribution, frog 
which even Mourad Bey himſelf had ordered the French to bs 
exempted. Notwithſtanding this order of the Bey, the conſil 
was obliged to yield to force. Finally, on the 1oth of Januy 
laſt, Coram, a cuſtom-houſe officer of Mourad Bey, at Alex 
dria, aſſembled all the drogmans, and declared to them, that th 
Nighteſt violation of what he called the rights of his maſter ſhould be 
puniſhed with five hundred ſtrokes of the baſtinado, without . 
gard to the conſular character. A few days before, he threatene 
a drogman to cut off his head, and ſend it to his conſul, 

Thus all the rights of nations were violated in the perſons 
the French with the moſt audacious impudence; all our treats 
with the Porte, all our agreements diſregarded-by the Beys, all 
by the meaneſt of their agents, under the pretext, as they (ay, « 


diſowned, outraged; the liberty and lives of the French com 
miſed every moment, and their properties given up to pille 
The French republic could not ſuffer much longer thoſe numer 
reſſions, evidently inſtigated by England, to remain unys 
niſhed. Its patience has been extreme. The audacity of 
oppreſſors had attained its full growth. How then was 
rench government to procure heb for ſuch complicated in 
ries? Several times, through the medium of its .envoy, it 
dreſſed its complaints to the Porte; but if we except the ex 
tion of Haſſan Pacha in 1986, who merely chaſtiſed two Bey 
without making compenſation for the paſt, or proviſion for th 
future, every thing the Porte thought proper to be done was, # 
write in our favour ſome letters to the Pacha of Egypt, d. 
could do nothing, and to the two Beys, who had power, bt 


were firmly reſolved to grant nothing on this recommendation bel 0a 


a deceitful ſubmiſſion. And thus, in the fourth year, the Fread 
ambaſſador at the Porte, having ſent into Egypt an agent acc» 
dited with letters from the Grand Vizir, this agent obtained 
real reparation, not a reſtitution of the immenſe ſums ex 
from the French, but ſome illufory ſtipulations reſpeRing ® 

duction of the duties _ certain merchandiſes, confi | 
ancient treaties; but ſcarcely had he turned his back, RF" 
Mourad Bey gave orders, which were punctually obeyed, to p® 
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duties on preciſely the ſame footing they ſtood before his 
rival, | . ; 
The effort of the Ottoman Empire to protect the French was 
refore' evidently without weight or energy; and how could it 
expeAcd to produce a durable effect in our favour, when the 
ne was reduced to that ſtate in which it was not able to pro- 
| itſelf againſt the Beys; when it felt itſelt obliged to ſuffer 
te millions of Egyptians, whom it called its ſubjeQs, to be- 
ne the miſerable victims of foreign tyranny; when its Pacha 
ps treated in Fgypt as the baſeſt of ſlaves; when the Grand 
jgnior was inſenlibly ſtripped of his rights; and finally, when 
y no longer paid the contributions reſerved on the conqueſt of 
Apt by Selim the Second? All this proves beyond a doubt, 
at the ſovereignty of the Porte in this country was but an empty 
le; and after its fruitleſs efforts in our favour, it would be to 
le purpoſe to expect from it a degree of intereſt for us, which 
s neither able, nor dares to manifeſt for itſelf. —Nothing then 
mains for us but to do juſtice to ourſelves, and by our armies to 
abe thoſe baſe uſurpers, ſupported by the cabinet of St. James's, 
piate thoſe crimes which they have committed againſt us. 

The French army preſented itſelf the iſt of July. It was received 
Alexandria, at Roſetta, and on the 23d of July it entered Cairo. 
bus theſe odious uſurpers will no more oppreis this ancient and 
ful land, which time cannot exhauſt ; which annually re- 
ts itſelf by a kind ot prodigy ; where vegetation is of aſtoniſh- 
p aClivity and almoſt ſpqntaneous ; and where the richeſt pro- 
lions of the four quarters of the globe may be found together. 
t it may be ſaid, no declaration of war preceded this ex 
lon. Againſt whom could it have been made? Againſt the 
loman Porte? We were far from being willing to attack this 
ent ally of France, and imputing to it an oppreſſion, of which 
vas the firſt victim itſelf. ,Is it then againſt the iſolated govern- 
at of the Beys? Such an authority does not exiſt, and could 
de recogniſed, When we chaſtiſe robbers, we do not de- 
re war againſt them. And thus in attacking the Beys, it was 
aft only England we were going to combat. It is therefore 
h a ſuperabundance of right, that the French republic. is put 
oa ſituation for ſpeedily obtaining the immenſe reparations due 
om the uſurpers of Egypt. But it did not wiſh to conquer for 
if alone. Egypt was oppreſſed by theſe rapacious plugderers. 
e people of Egypt ſhall be avenged, and the cultivator of theſe 
iful countries ſhall at length enjoy the fruit of his labours, 
ch has been torn from him with the moſt ſtupid barbarity. 
de authority of the Porte was totally diſowned. It will receive 
m the hands of the victorious French the immenſe advantages 
Which it has been long deprived. Finally, for the good of the 
de world, Egypt will* become the country in the whole uni- 
Vor. VII. Yy verſe 
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verſe richeſt in productions, the centre of immenſe trade, 3 

above all, a moſt formidable poſt againſt the odious power of 1 
Engliſh in India, and their cn commerce. 

(Signed) TT REILHARD, Preſident, 

LAGARDE, Sec. Gen, 


SELLER þ. * 


— * * * 
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Letter from Citizen Belleville to the Li urian Government, on 
| 18th Auguft 1798. b 


THE conſul and charge d'affaires of the French republic i 
forms the Executive Directory of the Ligurian republic, ü 
he has received diſpatches from the French Directory, ſtating 
that the Court of Naples has been invited by the ambaſſador 
the French republic to adhere ſtrictly to the laſt treaty. made be 
tween the two powers, which forbids the receiving of more th 
four Engliſh ſhips of war in all the ports of the Neapolitan doni 
nions, and not in any particular one, otherwiſe the Engliſh fi 
might take refuge in the Two Sicilies, by diſtributing four ſhy 
in each harbour, | | 
That the Engliſh, not finding the aſylum they expected int 
ſouth of Italy, will neceſſarily look for one in ſome part of th 
peninſula; and that it is important to ſhut them out even fn 
this laſt reſource, | 
That the intimate relations exiſting between Liguria 
France give the Directory of the French republic reaſon to ho 
that the en government will take every meaſure which 
cumſtances may require, for cloſing all its ports againſt the co 
mon enemy, the infamous Engliſh, and removing this comm 
enemy from its coaſt ; that the conſul is charged to make the f 
mal demand of this meaſure; and alſo that of fortifying | 
Gulf of Spezzia, and all other parts of the Ligurian 0 
which might be liable to be inſulted by the Engliſh, 
| | (Signed) BELLEVILLL 


Ll « In 
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Copy of a Letter from the Minifter of the Interior to the C 
wy Axara, the 95275 Ambaſſador. 


J HAVE the Honour to preſent you with ſome copies of 
letter which I have addreſſed to different departments of the 
public, encouraging them to give a greater activity and extent 
their intercourſe of commerce and of the arts with the Spaniſh X 
minions. It affords me infinite ſatisfation to have it iu 
power to acquaint them, that the King of Spain grants 2 
tection equally flattering and openly avowed to the product 

our induſtry. 7 
| — 
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The choice which he has made of you, Sir, to repreſent him 
ih the French republic, is leſs with regard to yon a mark of 
b eltcem, than a pledge of his friendly intentions towards 
nance, 

He has given us a freſh inſtance of it by ſhutting the harbours 
his dominions againſt all Engliſh merchandiſe; it is now, 
terefore, that it may be ſaid with truth to Frenchmen, ©* The 
\renees are no more: this I may announce to our artiſts and 
> our traders; and I do not helitate to aſſure them, that our 
rals the iſlanders ſhall not ſucceed in re-eſtabliſhing thoſe bar- 
ers, as long as Spain ſhall entruſt its intereſts to miniſters like 
b. (Signed) FrAnNgors DE NEUFCHATEAU. 


The Chevalier Azara to the Minifter of the Interior. 
Citizen Miniſter, Paris, the 23d September 1798. 
| HAVE juſt received, to my great ſatisfaction, your letter 
ff the 4th complementary day, together with the copies of the 
ner which you have addreſſed to the departments of the repub- 
ic, in order to revive their induſtry and commerce, by propoſing 
0 them the facilities which Spain holds out to them by its poſi- 
jon, by b with France, and by the prohibition of Engliſh 
nerchandiſe, | | 
The republic may rely upon the loyalty of the King my 
maſter, and of my nation, who will be always happy to draw 
oſer the ties that unite them to the French nation, their natural 
lly, by letting it into a ſhare of a commerce that muſt equally 
enrich them, while it lowers the trade of a proud and monopo- 
laing government. | 

The honourable expreſſions which you addreſs to me perſonall 
are highly flattering to my heart ; and I accept of them wit 
patitude through the medium of a miniſter of your enlightened 
underſtanding, and as the ſentiments of a government whoſe con- 
tdence and eſteem it ſhall ever by my ambition to deſerve, 

Pleaſe to accept, Citizen Miniſter, the aſſurances of my high . 
conſideration, (Signed) J. NichorAs DE AzARA. 


—ñ 
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AFFAIRS OF IRELAND. 
By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Campen, 


WHEREAS a traitorous conſpiracy, exiſting withia this 
iy for the ſubverſion of the authority of his Majeſly ' 

nd the Parliament, and for the deſtruRion of the. eftabliſhed 
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and hath broken out into ads of open violence and rebellion; 


thereof, and alſo to recover the arms which have been traitorouly 


command to afford full protection to them from all acts of vis 
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has, in conſequence of Securing acts and depredations commil- 


(- 348 ) . 
conſtitution and government, hath conſiderably extended itſelf, 


We have therefore, by and with the advice of his Majeſh 
Privy Council, iſſued the moſt dire& and poſitive orders tothe 
officers commanding his Majeſty's forces, to employ them vi 
the utmoſt vigour and, deciſion for the immediate ſuppreſſia 


forced from his Majeſty's peaceable and loyal ſubjeQs, and u 
diſarm the rebels, and all perſons diſaffected to his Majeſty's gy 
vernment, by the moſt ſummary and effectual meaſures. . 
And we do hereby ſtrictly charge and command all his My 
jeſty's peaceable and loyal ſubjects, on their allegiance, to ai 
and aſſiſt, to the utmoſt of their power, his Majeſty's forces in the 
execution of their duty, to whom we have given it ſtriQl is 


lence which ſhall be attempted againſt their. perſons or properties 
Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, the goth day d 


March 1798. n 

Clare, C. | Gosford H. Cavendiſh 
Charles Caſhel Pery « Blaquiere 
W. Tuam ONeill „Langriſhe 
Drogheda Caſtlereagh Theo. — 
Ormond and Offory H. Meath Joſ. Cooper 
Shannon Glentworth D. Latouche 
Altamont '. Callan;. - E Fitzgerald 
Clonmell Tyrawley n 
Ely N John Foſter Iſaac Corry 


Dillon | . Parnell Lodge Morres. 
| God ſave the King. * 


Notice iſſued by Or der of the Comminder in Chief. 
WHEREAS his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in Cound 


ted in this country, ordered and directed, by his proclamatioh 
bearing date the goth March laſt, and by his particular ones 
thereon, that the military ſhould uſe the moſt ſummary means 
repreſs diſturbances, and to recover all arms taken from the je- 
manry and well-affeed, and other concealed arms and ammF 
nition ; all the people concesned in taking or concealing ii 
arms*are required to give them up within ten days of the | ry 
tion of this 'notice, which if they do, they may be a ured 00 
violence whatever will be done to them or to their properties 
but if they do not, they are informed that the troops will 
quartered in large bodies, to live at free quarters among 

and other very ſevere means will be uſed to enforce obedience 
this notice. | | * 


— 
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And thoſe who have knowledge where arms are concealed, are 
alled upon to give information, which they may do in any 
date manner to the neareſt civil magiſtrate, or commanding 
Fer of his Majeſty's forces, or of the yeomanry corps. Sec 
hall be obſerved with reſpe& to them, and they ſhall be rew 
hen their report is proved to be true. 
Should the deluded and evil-diſpoſed among the people in this 
untry till perſevere in robbing and murdering, and committi 
ther acts of violent inſubordination to the laws of their coun- 
y, they are informed, that the Commander in Chief will be 
liged to have recourſe to thoſe powers with which he has been 
aveſted, to bring them to immediate puniſhment. 
Given at head quarters at Kildare, the 34 April 1798. 
By order of the Commander in Chief, 

Lk FzxgD. MAITLAND, Sec. 


Netice diſtributed in all the Towns and Villages of the Queen's 
County in the Beginning of April. 


THE commanding officer commanding the diſtrit of Queen's 
punty, orders, that a correct liſt of the names of the perſons 
ding in each houſe ſhould be placed on the door, or ſome 
onſpicuous part of it, 

It is to be made known to the inhabitants, that from the hour 
nine o'clock at night till day-break the next morning, they are 
o remain in, their houſes, _ not to admit any ſtrangers what- 
Jer. l 
Patroles are to make domiciliary viſits at uncertain periods, be. 
veen the hours of nine o'clock and daybreak, and after calling 
ver the names, if it is found that any perſon, whoſe name is 
ot inſerted in the liſt, is in the houſe, he is to be made priſoner ; 
Ir ii any perſon is abſent, the reſt of the inhabitants are to be 
countable for him, and meaſures are to be taken to diſcover 
dere he is, and to apprehend him. | \ 

Should the liſt by any accident be deſtroyed, or torn down, the 
nner of the houſe is within two hours-after to apply to the 
Dayiſtrate or officer upon the ſpot for a new one, on pain 
puniſhment, | | 

It ſhall be in the power of any magiſtrate or officer to give a 
permit to any perſon who ſhall aſſigm a good reaſon for wiſhing 
o be abſent on any particular night during the period alluded to. 
The magiſtrates and gentlemen of the yeomanry are requeſted 
alilt in executing this . | 


Ay 


Netice | 
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Notice. iſſued by Major-general Duff at Limerick on the i2k 
April 1798. 


THE Commander in Chief gives this public notice, that the 
Lord Lieutenant and Council have iſſued orders to him, to qua. 
ter troops, to preſs horſes and carriages, to demand forage and 
proviſions, and to hold courts martial for the trial of offences d 
all deſcriptions, civil and military, with the power of confirming 
and carrying into execution the ſentences of all ſuch courts mar- 
tial, and to iſſue proclamations. L 

The Commander in Chief calls on the general officers to pro« 
cure of the magiſtrates the beſt accounts they can give of th 
number of arms taken from the yeomanry and the well-affedd 
—ot arms that have been concealed, and of pikes that have beet 
made, which are to be recovered and taken poſſeſſion of by the 
military. | : 79] x | 
They are alſo to communicate to the people, through the prieſts 
and by one or two men ſelected from each town-land, the pur- 
port of the following notices : 

That the order, if complied with, will be a fign of ther 
general repentance ; and not only forgiveneſs will follow, bit 
protection. pw | 

That they muſt be ſenſible, that it is infinitely better for thed 
to remain at home quietly, minding their own affairs, than com. 
mitting acts which muſt bring on the ruin of themſelves aud d 
their families. EXE p- 

As it will be impoſlible, in ſome degree, to prevent the inno- 
cent from ſuffering with the guilty, the innocent have means d 
- redreſs, by informing againſt thoſe who have engaged in unla 
ful aſſociations, and in. robbing houſes of arms and money. 

The people muſt be very ignorant not to know, that notwith 
ſtanding the fair promiſes of the French, that they have firit & 
ceived and then plundered every country into which on 
come: and they are therefore forewarned, that in caſe of in 
ſion from the French, if they ſhould attempt to join the ene] 
or communicate with him, or join in any infurrection, l 
will be immediately put to death, and their houſes and prope 
deſtroyed. 1 | 
The general officers call on the people to know, why i 
ſhould be lefs attached to the government now than they wen 
year ago, when they ſhowed ſo much loyalty in _— | 

i u 


eſty's troops to oppoſe the landing of the French? 
— they have been ſeduced by wicked men? | 
Why ſhould they think themſelves bound by oaths, into um 
they have been ſeduced or terrified ? 
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The people are requeſted to bring in their arms to the magil-- 
irate or commanding officers in their neighbourhood, who have 
luections to receive them, and no queſtions will be aſked, 


(Signed) James Dorr, Major-genecal. 


Nutice iſſued on the 25th April by Liewtenant-general the Marguis 
| of Clanricarde. . 


UNDER the authority of a proclamation iſſued by the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council, and in conformity to the orders of the 
Commander in Chief, 1 do hereby require and demand from the 
inhabitants of the province of Connaught a delivery of their 
ms within ten days ſpace from the date hereof, | 
Any perſon delivering up their arms to the commanding officers - 


dy the the different quarters ſhall have receipts given for them, ia 

order to their being reſtored to them, if they are perſons proper 
ries Wo be entruſted with arms, when the peace of the country ſhall 
: pute reſtored. And I thus publicly declare my intention, at the 


Ipitation of the above term, to put in force the orders I have 
received, by a general ſearch for and ſeizure of arms throughout 
de province: to effect which purpoſe, I ſhall find it neceſſary, 
onformably to the inſtructions 1 have received, to place the 


tben oops at free quarters on the inhabitants, and to uſe ſevere mea- 
con-. bores to enforce obedience to my orders. a | 
and of Thoſe who will deliver up their arms may rely on the fulleſt 


protection from Government, and no queſtions will be aſked ; but 
thoſe who are detected in ſecreting them mult expect to be treated 
ith the utmoſt ſeverity. 


"reclamation iſſued by the High Sheriff of the County of Tipperary. 
WHEREAS, by my oath as ſheriff, I am bound to maintain 
the law and conſtitution of this realm, and to enforce due obe- 
hence to, and execution of the ſame, and to do equal juſtice to 
be poor as to the rich: | | | 

And whereas in diſtricts proclaimed, it is lawful for and the 
ty of the ſheriff or other chief magiſtrate, to poſt a notice on 
be dwelling-houſe of any inhabitant who has fled from the ſame, 


Inning him to return thereto within the ſpace of twenty-four 
on, under the penalties of the laws in that caſe provided: 
a r And whereas many of his Majeſty's ſubjects, either throu 


7 or ſome worſe cauſe, have abandoned their dwelling-houſes, 
nd retired into towns, whereby great injury has ariſen to his 
Majeſty's loyal and brave ſubjects, by weakening and extending 
Kir line of defence; and the inhabitants of the towns have been 


grievouſly 
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grievouſly oppreſſed, ' and his Majeſty's troops ſtinted in that 
uarters; and whereby a daſtardly and evil example has been 
et to his Majeſty's ſubjects: 

And whereas many unfortunate people not meeting with that 
manly and ſpirited reſiſtance from their ſuperiors, which from 
their ſituations they were bound to make, but encouraged, from 
Want of oppoſition, to commit acts of violence and outrage in 
the firſt inſtance, and at laſt to commit acts of open rebellion, 
to the great diſgrace of this country and the diſhonour of his 
. Majeſty's government, and to the ruin of the families of the ſe. 
veral victims of the violated laws, and who have in the moſt (6 
lemn manner, in their laſt moments, declared they would never 
have proceeded to ſuch exceſſes, but for the flight and cowardice 
of their ſuperiors : "IF 

Now, in order to remedy theſe evils, the high ſheriff command 
all emigrants to return forthwith to their houſes, to defend the 
fame, and to provide quarters for his Majeſty's troops. 

And he hereby commands all mayors, bailiffs, headboroughs, 
and other peace officers, to ſee theſe his orders duly executed, and 
to compel ſuch emigrants to quit their towns within forty-eight 
hours from this his proclamation, ang to return to their reſpedine 
homes. And he hereby commands all officers aforeſaid, forth: 
with to notify to him the names and places of abode of ſuch em- 
nts as neglect or refuſe to comply with thoſe his orders, 

N. B. The high ſheriff thinks it his duty to return his warmel 
thanks to Mrs. Bunbury who, with the aſſiſtance of two met 
ſervants, ſo gallantly defended her houſe, and compelled the rebel 

to retire, though they had broken into the houſe, and were it 
poſſeſſion of the hall: and he hopes that ſuch heroic conduct of 2 

dy of ſuch high diſtinction, eminent for beauty and elegance d 
manners, will raiſe the crimſon bluſh of ſhame. on the pallic 
cheeks of thoſe heroes who ſo diſgracefully and cowardly fut- 
rendered large quantities of well-loaded arms to the rebels, 
their firſt approach, without having ſpunk enough to fire even 4 
ſingle ſhot, 4 bs | 

Done at Liſheen, April 20, 1798. 


Orders iſſued by Lieutenant-general Stewart. 


Adjutant general's Office, Cork, May 7, 1790. 
WHEREAS it has been repreſented to I. ĩeutenant · genen 
Sir James Stewart, that in ſome parts of the country where! 
has been neceſſary to ſtation troops at free quarters, for the w. 
oration of public tranquillity, that general ſubſcription © 


\ 
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noney have been entered into by the inhabitants to purchaſe pro- 
ons for the troops, by which means the end propoſed of 
paking the burden fall as much as poſſible on the guilty is entirely 
ſeated, by making it fall in a light proportion on the whole, 
thereby eaſing and protecting the guilty ; it has been thought 
roper to direct, that wherever that practice has been adopted, 
r (hall be attempted, the general officers commanding diviſions 
the ſouthern diſtri, ſhall immediately double, treble, or 
vadruple the number of ſoldiers ſo ſtationed ; and ſhall ſend out 
raging parties to provide proviſions for the troops in the quan- 
ties mentioned in the former notice, bearing date the 27th April 
108; and that they ſhall move them from ſtation to ſtation, 
kough the diſtrict and barony, until all arms are ſurrendered, 
id the tranquillity be perfectly reſtored, and until it is reported 
the general officers, by the gentlemen holding landed property, 
d thoſe who are employed in collecting the public revenues and 
thes, that all rents, taxes, and tithes are completely paid up. 


% 


Priclamation by the Right Hanourable the Lord Mayor of the City 
of Dublin, | 
HOMAS FLEMING, 14 


WHEREAS I have received information, that many perſons, 
uged with ſeditious and treaſonable practices, have of late left 
jet uſual places of reſidence in this kingdom, and are now 
creting themſelves in this city and the environs thereof, in 
der to evade being apprehended and brought to juſtice for the 
nous atrocious offences of which they ſtand charged: 

Now, in order to promote the diſcovery and apprehending of 
ſuch offenders, I do hereby call upon and ſtrictly enjoin all 
rlons within this city, and the libetties thereof, who harbour 
entertain ſtrangers, forthwith, and from time to time, to re · 
n to me, or any of the magiſtrates of this city, the names 
d deſcriptions of all ſuch ſtrangers as ſhall be lodged or enter- 
ed in their houſes, with an account of the place from whence 
reſpectively came, as diligent ſearch will be made by me, 
the ſeveral other magiſtrates, in order to diſcover and appre- 
0d all ſuch perſons, and to puniſh, according to law, all thoſe 
whom they ſhall be ſo harboured or entertained. And I fur- 
call upon all his Majeſty's loyal and well · diſpoſed ſubjeQs 
zue information and aſſiſtance to carry this proclamation, and 
ntentions thereof, into effect. 

And I alſo further require all inhabitants of this city, who 
* negleQted regiſtering their arms, forthwith to come forward 
' regilter the ſame, as the magiſtrates are determined to levy 
penalty preſcribed by law, upon all perſons with whom arms 


ol. VII. | 2 2 hall 
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ſhall be found, which have not been regiſtered purſuant to 38 0 
Parliament. | : 5 
Given at the Manſion-houfe, Dawſon Street, the 11th 47 
of May 1798. | 
igned, by order of the Lord Mayor, 
| Jonx Lamserr, See. 


Letter fent to the Lord Mayor of - Dublin by Lord Viſun 
| Caſtlereagh. 


My Lord, Dublin Caflle, May 21, 1198, 

| I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform your Lon. 
ſhip, that the diſaffeQed in the city and neighbourhood of Dubli 
have been daring enough to form a plan = the purpoſe of pd 
ſeſſing themſelves, in the courſe of the preſent week, of th 
metropolis, and of ſeizing the executive government, and tha 
in authority within the city. His Excellency, fully informed! 
their deſigns, has made the neceſſary military arrangements f 
completely defeating their deſperate purpoſe, and for giving tl 
| fulleſt ſecufity to the perſons and property of the loyal and ud 
diſpoſed. His Excellency, nevertheleſs, feels it his duty to ini 
mate their traitorous deſigns to your Lordſhip, and relies, du 
in conjunction with the magiſtracy and the King's loyal ſubjefly 
you will exert the utmoſt poſſible energy in preſerving tranguib 
lity within the bounds of the metropolis ; that your Lord 
without loſs of time, will cauſe the ſtricteſt ſearch to be ma 
for concealed arms, and adopt ſuch meaſures of general prec 
tion as ſhall appear beſt calculated to defeat the defigns of then 
bellious againſt the King's government and our invaluable cool 

tution. 

I have the honour to remain, with che greateſt truth andn 
ſpect, my Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt obedient ſervant, 
The Right Hon. the Lord Mayer. CASTLEREAGH, 


Notice iſſued by Lieutenant-general Lale. 


LIEUTENANT-GENERAL Lake, commanding his N 
jeſty's forces in this kingdom, having received from his Ex 
lency the Lord Lieutenant full powers to put down the rebelli 
and to puniſh rebels in the moſt ſummary manner, according; 
martial law, does hereby give notice to all his Majeſty's ſubjeh 
that he is determined to exert the ers entruſted to him u 
moſt vigorons manner, for the immediate ſuppreſſion of 
ſame ; and that all perſons acting in the preſent rebellion, & 
any wiſe aiding or aſſiſting therein, will be treated by l 
rebels, and puniſhed accordingly. 
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And Lieutenant-general Lake hereby requires all the inhabit- 
ants of the city of Dublin (the great officers of ſtate, members 
f the houſes of Parliament, privy counſellors, magiſtrates, and 
military perſons in uniform, excepted) to remain within theis 
reſpeRtive dwellings from nine o'clock at night till five in the 
norning, under pain of puniſhment. | 

By order of Lieutenant-general Lake, 
Commanding his Majeſty's forces in this kingdom, 

- G. Hzwzrr, Adjutant-general. 

Dublin, Adjutant · generals Office, 
24th May 1798. 


Proclamation iſſued by the Mayor and Sheriffs of Cork. 


WHEREAS we have received information, that many ſeditious 
nd treaſonable perſons have of late left their uſual places of abode, | 
nd are now ſecretly — Fw this city and its liberties: in 
der to diſcover and apprehend all ſuch perſons, we do hereby 
|| upon, and ſtrialy command the ſeveral reſident inhabitants 
ff this city and its liberties, as they ſhall anſwer at the utmoſt 
eril of the law, forthwith, and from time to time, to return to 
u the names and deſcriptions of all ſuch ſtrangers as ſhall be 
odged or entertained in their houſes, together with an account 
ff the places whence each ſeparate ſtranger reſpectively came. 
nd we do further call upon the ſeveral magiſtrates, - the high and 
jetty conſtables, and all others his Majeſty's loyal and well-diſ- 
joled ſubjects, to give information, and to be otherwiſe aiding 
ad aſſiſting in carrying this proclamation into effect. 
K1nG$MILL Basar, Mayor. 
RoBERT 5 | 2 


Ion Curnszar beriffs. - 
Cork, May 23z 1798. (the younger), | 


bj the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of the City of Dublin. 
A PROCLAMATION. | 


LHOMAS FLEMING. 


WHEREAS the circumſtances of the preſent criſis demand 
"ery poſſible precaution : theſe are therefore to deſire all perſons 
do have regiſtered arms; forthwith to give in, in writing, 
" exatt liſt or inventory of fuch arms at the Town Clerk's 
wee, who will file and enter the ſame in a book to be kept for 
"it purpoſe ; and all perſons who have not regiſtered their arms, 
e hereby required forthwith to deliver up io me, or ſome other 
the magiſtrates of this city, all atms and ammunition of every 
nd in their poſſeſſion, And if, after this proclamation, any 
222 per fon 
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perſon having regiſtered their arms ſhall be found not to hay 
given in a true liſt or inventory of ſuch arms; or if any perſon 
| who has not regiſtered, ſhall be found to have in their power « 
poſſeſſion any arms or ammunition whatever, ſuch perſon « 
_ perſons will, on ſuch arms being diſcovered, be forthwith ſent an 
board his Majeſty's navy, as by law directed. | 
And I do hereby deſire, that all houſekeepers do place upon the 
outſide of their doors a liſt of al} perſons in their reſpedie 
houſes, diſtinguiſhing ſuch as are ſtrangers from thoſe why 
actually make part of their family; but as there may happen u 
be perſons, who, from pecuniary embarraſſments, are obliged u 
conceal themſelves, I do not require ſuch names to be placed u 
the outſide of the door, provided their names are ſent to ne, 
And I hereby call upon all his Majeſty's ſubjects within te 
county of the city of Dublin, immediately to comply with th 
regulation, as calculated for the public ſecurity ; as thoſe perſon 
who ſhall wilfully negle& a regulation ſo eaſy and falutary, u 
well as perſons giving falſe ſtatements of the inmates of thei 
houſes, muſt, in the preſent criſis, abide the | conſequences d 
ſuch neglect | | | 
' Given at the Manſion-houſe this 24th day of May 1798. 
0 Signed, by order, Joann LAMBERT, Sec. 


Notice iſſued by Licutenant- general Sir James Stewart, 
the Southern Diſtridt in Ireland. 


Adjutant-general's Office, Cork, May 24, 1798, 


IT having been repreſented to Lieutenant-general Sir Jam: 
Stewart, that notwithſtanding troops have been ſtationed at fre 
quarters in the barony of Imokilly, to enforce the ſurrendering 
of arms, none have yet been brought in, although he has reaſa 
to believe that vaſt numbers are concealed, and particularly for 
and jt. having alſo been repreſented to the General, that an idea 
been ſet forth, no doubt with a bad deſign, that the gentlemen 
the barony, now ſatisfied that the rents, tithes, and taxes, ! 
either aQually paid, or ſhortly will be ſo, are to make applicat 
to the General, to have the public relieved from the free quartenty 
of troops: | | | 

The General hereby declares, that he will reſiſt any ſuch ap? 
cation, ſhould it be made, until all concealed arms are diſco 
or given in: unleſs that the gentlemen of the barony ge" 
moſt poſitive declaration in writing, that they do not feel the# 

ceſſiiy of troops deing ſtationed at free quarters within ® 
barony ; that after the moſt minute inquiries, they believe the 
are no concealed arms; and that they will be enen 0 
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emment for the preſervation of tranquillity within the barony z 
dad if this is not very ſhortly effected by the preſent means, he 
ill march five hundred men, cavalry and infantry, under the 
ommand of Brigadier-general Sir C. Roſs, into that barony, 
here to forage for themſelves, until he ſhall be convinced that 
there is not an arm of any ſort remains in the poſſeſſion of the 
inhabitants, or concealed within the barony. - 
Should the free quartering be found unavoidable, in that caſe, 
wherever arms are found in the houſes or on the grounds, the 
houſes on the premiſes ſhall be ſet fire to, and the poſſeſſors ſent 
to Duncannon Fort, or on. board priſon-ſhips. 5 $9 
It cannot be doubted, that the mild meaſures which have hi - 
therto been oppoſed to every ſort of outrage by murder, plunder, 
and reſiſtance of the law, fulbciently ſhow with how much re- 
luftance ſeverity is adopted; but when once it becomes neceſſary 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of - public ſafety, then it mult be ſeverely 
felt, in order that it may be long remembered. W hat is molt to 
de lamented is, that the innocent will ſuffer with the.guilty, for 
the foraging will be general, and it is not poſlible for the troops 
to diſcriminate, by | 
The General therefore calls on all the inhabitants, and that for 
the laſt time, to conſider well of their conduQ, and prevent the 
miſeries which await them, for the general ſafety of the country, 
againſt the attempts of a threatening enemy, who would not proceed 
vith the like reluctance to free quarters, were they once to effect 
a landing ; but, on the contrary, whoſe great object is a general 
plunder of the rich and of the poor. 
By order of Lieut.-gen. Sir James Stewart, Bart. 
NATHANIEL MassEvY, Aſſiſtant Adjutant-gen. 


Piper read by Order of Dr. Trey o at each Maſs in all the Catholic 
| Chapels in Ireland. | | | 


IN the preſent awful and alarming period, when every good 
ſubject, every good Chriſtian, views with grief and horror the 
deſperate and wicked endeavours of irreligious and rebellious 
aIlators to overturn and deſtroy the conſtitution, we ſhould 
deem ourſelves criminal in the ſight of God, did we not, in the 
molt ſolemn and impreſſive manner, remind you of the heinouſ- 
neſs of violating the laws of our country, and of attempting, by 
inſurrection and murder, to ſubvert the government of our gra- 
dous king, to whom the allegiance we conſciouſly owe in com- 
mon with all our other fellow- ſubjects, has been, with regard 


— —— 


Dr. Troy is at the head of the Roman Catholic prieſthood. 
| 4a 
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to moſt of us, ſolemnly atteſted in the preſence of God, by the 
religious bond of an oath, . | | 
Let no one deceive you by wretched, impraQicable ſpeculy 
tions on the rights of man and the majeſty of the people, 
the dignity and independence of the human mind, on the abſttad 
duties of ſuperiors, and exaggerated abuſes of authority; faul 
ſpeculations ! diſaſtrous theories! not more ſubverſive of ſocid 
order and happineſs, than deſtructive of every principle of the 
Chriſtian religion. Look at the origin and progreſs of theſe . 
teltable doctrines. Their gr wh peter ſeeing, the intimats 
- Connexion between religious and civil principles, beheld, with 
the envious malignity of demons, the mutual ſupport they af- 
forded each other, for the ſpiritual and temporal advantage 
man; and accordingly prepared the dreadful career of. anarchy, 
by the propagation (too ſucceſsful, alas!) of impiety and licey 
tionſneſs. | 

We bitterly lament the fatal confequences of this antichriſtin 
conſpiracy. But ſurely, my brethren, your known attachment 
to the principles of religion onght to have preſerved you from the 
deſtroying influence of ſuch complicated wickedneſs, Yes 
deareſt Catholics, it is to the benign principles of the Chriſta 
religion, that we recall your ſerious attention at this important 
criliss They will fhield you from the evils which ſurround u. 
Submiſſion to eſtabliſhed authority, and obedience -to the lam 
are amongſt the duties preſeribed by religion. Every violation of 
theſe duties is highly criminal. Whertfore, if any amongf 
you have been unfortunately ſeduced into a combination again 
the ſtate, under any pretext whatever, you are bound in cot- 
ſcience inſtantly to withdraw yourſelves from it, and by ſincere me: 
pentance, and future loyal conduQ, atone for your = ſinful te- 
merity. Without this ſincere ſorrow and promiſe of amend 
ment, you cannot expect abſolution in the tribunal of penancy 
nor mercy from Government. Neither one nor the other is er- 
tended to impenitent ſinners, or offenders, without -profanaton 
or ile. 

Reſolve, then, we beſeech you, to deliver up your arms of 
every kind, without delay or reluctance, to thoſe appointed to te- 
ceive them. Unite with all your loyal and peaceable fellow- 
ſubjects, to put down and cruſh the wicked ſpirit of inſurreclios 
ſo diſgraceful to the character of Iriſhmen. It has already pit 
duced the moſt horrid effects. Aſſaſſinations, murders, atrociti 
of every kind have been committed. Loſe not a moment to . 
nifeſt your deteſtation of the principles and cauſes leading toh 
confequences. The ſhorteſt delay in complying with this relig® 
duty will be juſtly conſidered as an indication of diſloyalty. 1® 
will be conſidered as enemies to the ſtate, and ſubjected to a 


den death, under the operation of martial law, already p!% 
C | . gained. 
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aimed, Your property, your very exiſtence are endangered by 


u (vſpicious or equivocal conduct. It muſt be open, candid, and 
.ided, in ſupporting religion and the conſtitution, - 

cu. We exhort you then, in the name and by the authority of 
e, on Wes Chriſt, whoſe will we are bound to announce and explain 
tral WE, vou, to keep ſtedfaſt in the faith—to lead ſober, righteous, and 
* gol lives, giving offence to no one to fear God, and honour 
ay he King. | 
f the May S gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which' the church invokes 


this day on the whole body of the faithful, fill your hearts with 
an ardent love of God and man. 


with May the peace of God, which ſurpaſſes every underſtanding, 
7 5 preſerve your hearts and minds \ 2 Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 

be IV birſunday, May 27th, 1798. 

cy F"_R > 2 
im P lan arion iced by Major-general Nugent, to the Inhabitants 
ment ond Inſurgents of the County of Down, dated Head-quarters, 
m the Belfaſt, June 11, 1798, five P. M. | 

Yes 


MAJOR-GENERAL Nugent, commanding his Majeſty's 
orces in the north of Ireland, being deſirous of ſparing the effu- 
jon of human blood, and the total devaſtation of the county of 
Down, is pleaſed to, and does hereby, extend to the inſurgents 


wy in the ſaid county, the ſame terms of ſubmiſſion and atonement 
as that have been ſo eagerly and gratefully accepted by many of their 
ws qually deluded neighbours in the county of Agtrim, to wit— 


That if thoſe unfortunate perſons, who, by the arts of ſelfiſh 
pad deſigning people, have been ſeduced from their allegiance to 
heir true and lawful ſovereign, his I-lajeſty King George the 
hird, to become rebels and traitors to their country, will return 
0 their duty as faithful and peaceful ſubjects, and return to 
heir reſpective houſes and occupations, the General poſitively and 
urely engages to them, that no one whatever in the county (with 
te exceptions hereafter mentioned) ſhall be moleſted, or their 
property injured 3 and that as a proof of their return to loyalty 
Ind good government, they muſt, in the courſe of twenty-fonc 
ours after the date of this proclamation (making allowange for 
he more diſtant part of the county), liberate all the loyal perſons 
f every deſcription now in their cuſtody, and ſend them to their 
eſpective places of abode ; and that they alſo depute ſome perſons 
9 receive all their arms and offenſive weapons of every denomi- 


* nion, with the ammunition belonging thereto, who ſhall be 
a0 ent we the General to know where they are to be depoſited—and 
92 hat they alſo deliver up the principal perſons who have been moſt 


ave in inſtigating or compelling them to engage in their late 
vicked practices. n | 
Should 
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Should the above injunctions not be complied with within thy 
time ſpecified, Major-general Nugent will proceed to ſet fire tg 
and totally deſtroy” the towns of Killinchy, Killeleagh, Ballym. 
hinch, Saintfield, and every cottage and farm-houſe in the vid. 
nity of thoſe places, carry off the ſtock and cattle, and put every 
one to the ſword who may be found in arms. | 

It particularly behoves all the well- affected perſons who ar 
now with the rebels from conſtraint, and who it is known ſom 
a conſiderable part of their numbers, to exert themſelves in having 
theſe terms complied with, as it is the only opportunity there 
will be of reſcuing themſelves and properties from the indiſcrimi- 
nate vengeance of an army neceſſarily let looſe upon them, 


Orders iſſued on the 13th June, by Majar- general Morriſmn. | 
MAJOR-GENERAL Morriſon requeſts that officers com- 
manding corps will give the ſtricteſt orders to prevent ſetting fir 
to houſes or buildings of any kind ; a mode of puniſhment tha 
can lead only to the moſt pernicious conſequences, and that {t. 
dom or ever falls on the guilty, but, on the contrary, on the lan- 
lord, the wife and children of the criminals, who, however in. 
quitous the huſband or father, ought always to be ſpared and pu- 
tected. | | 
And he has likewiſe received orders from Lieutenani-generl 
Lake that free quarters are no longer to be permitted; neithe 
are foraging parties to be allowed to go out unleſs under the cart 
of an officer, who is to be reſponſible for every act; in order 
that the friends of Government, the helpleſs and infirm, my 
not be involved in one indiſcriminate maſs of deſtruction with 
the rebellious and ill-diſpoſed. 


| ERIN GO BRAH, 
Proclamation of the People of the County of Wexford. 
| June 9, 1798. 


WHEREAS it ſtands manifeſtly notorious,” that James Bow 
Hawtry White, Hunter Gowan, and Archibald Hamilton Jacod 
late magiſtrates of this county, have committed the moſt 
acts of cruelty, violence, and oppreſſion, againſt our 
and well- affected countrymen : | 

Now we the people, aſſociated and united for the purpoſe d 
procuring our juſt rights, and being determined to prote tk 
perſons and properties of thoſe of all religious perſuaſions 
have not oppreſſed us, and are willing with heart and hand to in 
our glorious cauſe, as well as to ſhow our marked diſapprodat® 
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1nd horror of the crimes of the above delinquents, do call upon 
dur countrymen at large to uſe every exertion in their power to 
apprehend the bodies of the afareſaid James Boyd, Hawtry 
White, Hunter Gowan, and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, and to 
cure and convey them to the gaol of Wexford, to be brought 


n the 
Ire tg 
yum. 
vici 
even 


deſore the tridunal of the people. 


* God ſave the People. , 
. Done at Wexford this gth day of June 1798. 
we. ons ”B. B Harvey, Comm. in Chief, 


EpwarD Roch, Secretary. 


Tum 


Ne Adjutant- general of the French Army at Killala, to the Com- 
mander of the Engliſh Troops at Ballina, 

Sir, 3 | 

SEND you a priſoner who appears to wiſh to return home. 

nder the circumſtances in which we are placed, we will do 

ery thing in our power to alleviate the miſeries of war, and to 

tain our ſole object, which is to procure a laſting peace, and 

reſtore tranquillity to Europe. | 
(Signed) SARRAZIN. 


oy of a Paper found at Caſtlebar by Lieutenant-colanel Craufurd, | 
among the Archives of the Proviffonal Government which ' thi 
French elected for the Province of Connaugbt. 
LIBERTY. EQUALITY. 
Army of Ireland. <4: 
A. the Head-quarters at Caſtlebar, the 14th 
ds Fructidor, in the 6th year of the French 
republic, one and indiviſible. © 
GENERAL Humbert, commander in chief of the army of 
reland, wiſhing to organize, as ſoon as poſſible, an adminiſtra- 


Boyce power for the province of Connaught, orders as follows: 
Jace. The government of the province of Connaught ſhall reſide 
horn Caſtlebar till further orders. | | X | 
xceads 2 The government | ſhall be compoſed of twelve members, 


ho will be nominated by the commander in chief of the French 
3 Citizen John Meore is appointed preſident of the province 
Connaught. Helis particularly charged with the nomination 
union of the members of the government. | 
+ The government ſhall immediately direct its attention to 
* ganization of the militia of the province of Connaught, 
Vol. VII. 3A and 
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and to ſecuring the proviſions neceſſary for the French and Trig 
armies. | 

5. There ſhall be formed eight regiments of infantry, ex 
of twelve hundred men; and four of cayalry, each of fix hundre 
men. 

6. The government will declare rebels and traitors to their 
country, all thoſe who, having received arms and clothing, ſhall 
not join the army within twenty-four hours. 

7. Every individual, from ſixteen to forty, incluſively, is callet 
upon, in the name of the Iriſh republic, to repair immediate 
to the French camp, to march in a maſs againſt the comma 
enemy, the government of Ireland—the Engliſh ; whoſe de. 
ſtruction alone can ſecure the independence and happineſs of u- 
cient Hibernia. | | | 
The General commanding in chief, | 

(Signed) Huuzkzr. 


| Proclamation ifſued by Major- general St. Jobn, commanding the 
| Army in the Diftri# of Clonmell. | 


MAJOR-GENERAL St. John, anxious to preſerve the tra 
quillity of the diſtrict under his command, and to obtain, for the 
benefit of the country in general, all thoſe good effects which a 
unanimous and cordial co-operation muſt, at this moment part 
cularly, produce, recommends it moſt earneſtly to his Majeſty" 
ſubjects of all perſuaſions, that they lay aſide the diſtinguiſhing 
badges of their different ſeQs of religion, - and with them to buy 
all thoſe animoſities and jealouſies which have too long diſtrades 
this kingdom, and prevented the reſtoration of that tranquillity 
which is ſo neceſſary for its immediate ſecurity and future pi 

erity. | 
P The Major-general therefore hopes that all loyal ſubjects wil 
ſhow by their conduct to-morrow (the 1ſt of July), that they vil 
ſacrifice private prejudices for the advantage of the 1 well; 
and that they will recommend to all deſcriptions of people i 
adoption of a line of conduct founded on this principle. 


Notice iſſued by ad aps Nugent, commanding the Nik 


Ytritt, \ 

| | Belfaft, Ju) 2. 
WHEREAS a great many of the leaders and principal , 

tators in the rebellion have ſecreted themſelves in the coun!) 

Down, and go through the country during the night to per x 

and force the people to riſe again in arms; I hereby offer 4 

ward of fifty guineas for the apprehenſion of each of the fol 
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ing perſons. I alſo warn the inhabitants of the county in gene- 
ral, that if any of them are convicted of harbouring one or more 
of thoſe perſons, or, knowing where they are, do not give imme- 
diate notice thereof to the officer commanding at the neareſt poſt, 
they will ſuffer as capital offenders, and their property be de- 
loyd. Should any perſon be weak or wicked enough to join 
theſe deſperate outlaws, either by force or from inclination, he 
cannot expect mercy ; and I therefore conjure every one to give 
immediate information againſt ſuch perfons as may go through 
the country for the purpoſes above mentioned, and alſo to do all 
in their power to take them up. 

If the people do not attend to this warning, they will have 
none but themſelves to blame for the diſtreſſes brought on their 
families, | 

[Several names were inſerted at the end of this Notice. } 


% 


Subſlance of the Agreement entered into between the Iriſh Government 
and the State Priſoners confined in the ſeveral Gaols} 


Sunday, July 29, 1798. 
WE, the underſigned ſtate priſoners confined in the three pri- 
ſons of Newgate, Kilmainham, and Bridewell, engage to give 
every information in our power of the whole of the internal 
tranſations of the United Iriſhmen, and that each of the pri - 
ſoners ſhall give detailed information of every tranſaction that 
has paſſed between the United Iriſhmen and foreign ſtates ; but 
that the priſoners are not, by naming or deſcribing, to implicate 
any perſon whatſoever ; and that they are ready to emigrate to 
ſuch country as ſhall be agreed on between them and Government, 
giving ſecurity not to return to this country without permiſſion of 
Government, and not to paſs into an enemy's country. | 
It is on their complying with theſe terms that they are to be 
reed from proſecutions, ' and alſo Mr. Oliver Band to be per- 
mitted to take the benefit of this propoſal. The ſtate. priſoners 
ao expect that this propoſal may be extended to ſuch perſons in 
cuſtody, or not in cuſtody, as may chooſe to benefit by it. 
(Signed) ARTHUR O*ConNoR. 
| T. A. EMMET. 
W. MNzvix. 
S. Nilson. 
H. JACKSON. 


J. SWEETMAN, &c, 


A PROCLAMATION. 
WHEREAS the ſtate priſoners in the ſeveral prifons in Dub- 
in have propoſed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to 
3A 2 gire 
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give every information in their power of the whole of the intem 
tranſactions of the United Iriſhmen ; and that each of them voii 
give detailed information of every tranſaction that has paſſed be- 
tween the United Iriſhmen and foreign ſtates, without howertr 
naming or deſcribing, ſo as to implicate any perſon whatever; 
and that they were ready to emigrate to ſuch country as ſhould be 
agreed upon between them and Government, giving ſecurity nt 
to return to this country without the permiſſion of Dem 
and not to paſs into an enemy's country, if on their ſo doing 
ſhould be freed from proſecution ; — that Mr. Oliver Bond un 
to be permitted to take the benefit of the ſaid propoſal; and tha 
the ſtate priſoners alſo hoped that the benefit f We laid propolal 
would be extended to ſuch perſons in cuſtody, or not in cuſtody, 
as might chooſe to take the benefit of it:“ Which propoſal u 
ſigned by Arthur O*Connor, Thomas Addis Emmet, Willag 
MNevin, Samuel Neilſon, Henry Jackſon, John Sweetmar, 
and by upwards of ſeventy other priſoners : 

And whereas his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has been gu. 
ciouſly pleaſed to accept of the ſaid propoſal, and has agreed iv 
the terms thereby offered; in conſequence whereof the ſaid ſtat 
priſoners have been examined before the ſecret committee of the 
two Houſes of Parliament, and have given full information of the 
tranſactions of the United Iriſhmen : 

Now I do, by this my proclamation, make known to the ſew- 
ral ſtate priſoners within this diſtrĩiet, and to others whom it ma 
concern, the terms and conditions upon which the ſtate pu 
in Dublin have obtained his Majeſty's pardon, in order that tho 
who think fit, may entitle; themſelves to an equal diſtribution d 
the King's moſt merciful and gracious intentions; and I @ 
hereby require thoſe whom it may concern, within this diſtd, 
forthwith to ſignify to me, whether they are ready to-ſabſcnis 
to ſimilar terms and conditions, and thereby entitle themſelves ® 
the like meaſure of his Majeſty's mercy ; and in order that il 
perſons now in cuſtody may have a full opportunity of ſignifyia} 
their intentions herein, I will ſend proper perſons to each prila 

within this diſtri, for the purpoſe of receiving their reſpeam 


determinations. | 
G. NucenT, Major-general, commanding 
| Northern Diſtrict. 
Belas, Auguſt 23, 1798. 


A Proclamation 'by the Lord Lieutenant General and Genera 
| Governor of treland. 
CorRnWALLIS. . 88 9 
| WHEREAS. it appears that during the late invaſion mm! 
the inhabitants of the county of Mayo, and counties Af 
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join the French forces, and did receive from them arms and 
munition ; and whereas it may he expedient to admit ſuch 
ſons to mercy, who may have been inſtigated thereto. by deſigu- 
,o men ; we do hereby promiſe his Majeſty's pardon to any per- 
n who has joined the enemy, provided he ſurrenders himſelf 
any of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, or to any of his 
[ajeſty's officers, and delivers up a French firelock and bayonet, 
{all the ammunition in his poſſeſſion—and provided he has not 
ned in any higher capacity than that of private. | 
This proclamation to be in force for thirty days from the date 
reof. | 
Given at his * Caſtle of Dublin, 
this 11th day of September 1798. 
By the Lord Lieutenant's command, 
CASTLEREAGH:. 


port from the Committee of Scerecy of the- Iriſh Houſe of Commons, 
Mr. Speaker, 


ſar THE Committee of Secrecy Nee to take into conſideta- 
f the n the papers preſented to the Houſe on the 17th day of July 
f the by the Right Honourable Lord Viſcount Caſtlereagh, have 


reted me to report as follows: | 
Your Committee, in reporting upon the papers reſerted to 
em, find it neceſſary to recall the attention of the Houſe to a 
eport of a Secret Committee of the Lords in the year 1793, as 
lo to the Reports of Secret Committees of both N the 
te Parliament, preſented in the courſe of the year 1797. | 
Your Committee find that the allegations ſtated in-thoſe Re- 
ons are fully confirmed by further evidence and by ſubſequent 
ents ; and the facts they contain, connected with the inſorma- 
n ariſing out of ihe preſent inquiry, will enable the Houſe 19 
xe in all its parts the conſpiracy carried on by the party ſlyling 
temſelves United Iriſhmen, from its firſt appearance under the 
text of a reform till it connected itſelf with the foreign enemy. 
dd broke out into a wide and extended rebellion. | 

Before your Committee proceed to trace the extenſion and pra- 
ls of the ſyſtem of treaſon ſince the period of the laſt Report 
he organization of which at that time appeared to have been in 
great degree confined to the northern counties, hut ſhortly after 
Ktended itſelf throughout other parts of the LOGO), they ate 
ſrous of adverting to the prominent facts eſtab iſhed by former 
quiries, and to the meaſures adopted by the government to meet 
e dangers which then, and at the period immediately ſubſequent 
the laſt Report, exiſted in the province of Ulſter. - 

The ſociety under the name of the United Iriſhmen, it ap- 
pears, 


TITTIES) 


og 
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what they termed Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary 
\ form, as the oſtenſible objects of their union: but it clearly 3 


their original conſtitution, as tranſmitted to Belfaſt for adopii 


at the head of the inſtitution, was to ſeparate Ireland from 
Britain, and to ſubvert the eftabliſhed conſtitution of this kin 
dom: in corroboration of which your Committee have anten 
to this Report ſeveral of their early publications, particularly 


year 1791; as alſo the plan of reform which they recommenk 
to the people. | 

For the firſt three years their attention was entirely direct 
to the engaging in their ſociety perſons of activity and tal 


mind for their future purpoſes by the circulation of the ne 
feditious publications, particularly the works of Thomas Pai 
At this time however the leaders were rather cautious of al 
ing minds not ſufficiently ripe for the adoption of their principle 
by the too open diſcloſure of the real objects they had in view. 
In 1795 the teſt of the ſociety underwent a friking reviſion 
the words in the amended teſt ſtand, © A full repreſentation of 
the people,” omitting the words “ In the Commons Houſe 1 
Parliament ;'* the reafon for which has been admitted by thr 
members of the Executive examined before your Committee 
be, the better to reconcile reformers and republicans in a comn 
exertion to overthrow the ſtate. 
In the ſummer of 1796 great numbers of perſons, principal 


About the ſame period, as will be more fully explained 


of the party with the enemy, and French aſſiſtance was f 
cited and promiſed to be ſpeedily ſent to aid the diſaffected it 
kingdom. | 

With a view of being prepared as much as poſſible to co 
rate with the enemy then expected, and in order to counterad 
effect of the armed aſſociations of yeomanry eſtabliſhed in 00 
ber 1796, directions were iſſued by the leaders to the ſocieties 
form themſelves into military bodies, and to be provided " 
arms and ammunition. NB 24 | 

Thefe directions were ſpeedily obeyed ; the ſocieties afſumel 
military form; and it appears by the original papers ſeized 
Belfaſt in the month of April 1997, that their numbers 41 
period in the province of Ulſter alone were ſtated to amount 


nearly one hundred thouſand men: that they were 110 
3 | vppll 


pears, was eſtabliſhed in the year 1791 ; its founders held fonl 
peared, from the letter of Theobald Wolfe Tone, accompanying 
that ſrom*its commencement, the real purpofe of thoſe who we 


proſpectus of the ſociety, which appeared in the beginning of th 


in every quarter of the kingdom; and in preparing the pull 


| In the province of Ulſter, had enrolled themſelves in this foci 


after, a direct communication had been opened by the has 
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died with fire-arms and pikes ; that they had ſome cannon 
{:ammunition, and were diligently employed in the ſtudy of 
ilitary tactics; in ſhort, that nothing was neglected by the 
ry which could enable them to take the field on the arrival of | 


enemy, or whenever they might receive orders to that effect 
om their ſuperior officers, whom they were bound by oath to 


fo deter the well-affeted from joining the yeomanry corps, 
d to render the adminiſtration of juſtice altogether ineffeQual, 
moſt ative ſyſtem of terror was put in operation ; perſons 
rolled in the yeomanry, magiſtrates, witneſſes, jurors, in a 
ord, every claſs and deſcription of people who ventured to ſu 

n the laws, became objects of the moſt cruel perſecution in 
cir perſons, property, and even in the line of their buſineſs; 
xd multitudes were compelled to take their illegal oaths, and 
ofeſs an adherence to the party as a means of ſecurity. 

la the latter end of 1508, and beginning of 1797, the loyal 
labitants of Ulſter ſuffered moſt ſeverely from the depredations 
the United Iriſhmen ; throughout the province they were 
ripped of their arms ; the moſt horrid murders were perpetrated 


l — urge bodies of men in open day, and it became nearly impoſ- 

wy ble to bring the offenders to juſtice, from the inevitable deſtruc- 

* on that awaited the witneſſes or jurors who dared to perform 
eit Cut 3 8 

ouſe 1 ps 


* Your Committee will now ſhortly trace the meaſures reſorted 
nec i ſuppreſſing theſe diſturbances, and for extending protection 

| d the well. affected. = | N 

c In the ſummer of 1796, the outrages cpmanitſeg ty a banditti 
ling themſelves Defenders, in the counties of Roſcommon, 
trim, Longford, Meath, Weſtmeath, and Kildare, together 
ith a religious feud prevailing in the county of Armagh, induced 
e legiſlature to paſs a temporary act of Parliament, generally 
led the Inſurrection AR, by which the Lord Lieutenant and 
ouncil were enabled, upon the requiſition of ſeven magiltrates 
any county aſſembled at a ſeiſions of the peace, to proclaim 
Whole or any part thereof to be in a ſtate of diſturbance ; 


* ithin which limits this law, giving increaſed power to the ma- 

| 8 Uracy, WAS to have operation. . on 

Wu Many diltriAs in Ulſter in which outrages prevailed, occaſioned 

* the active and perſecuting ſpirit of the United Iriſhmen, were 
the courſe of the winter of 1796, and ſpring of 1797, put un- 


7 the proviſions of the act above mentioned your Com- 
lttee have to obſerve, that although where the law was put in 
rde with activity by the magiſtrates, very beneficial conſe- 
ences were found to reſult from it, yet the treaſon was then 
o deeply rooted to yield to this remedy. | 


The Parliament deing aſſembled in October 1796, the dan- 
1 | gerous 


iſſued in conſequence” of the 
of matching'in militaty array, and aſſembling in large bodies, in 
_ ſome inſtances to the number of ſeveral thouſands, under the 


them more accuſtomed to ſhow themſelves openly in ſupport 


1 
L 
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gerons progreſs of the treaſon, and the active preparations « 
the enemy for the invaſion of this kingdom, were announce ui) 
in the ſpeech from the throne, Bills were iritnediately brough 
in and paſſed without delay for ſuſpending the Habeas Como 
act; as alſo for the eſtabliſhment of the yeomanry ;—mex Wi»: 
ſires to which your Committee feel themſelves juſtified in . e 
tributing the ſalvation of the country, and which being taken r 
immediately ſubſequent to the formal, alliance c6ncluded betiveen poll! 
the Executive of the Union and the French Directory, at once | 
prove the vigitance of Government, as alſo their well-foundd ran 
confidence in thus entruſting the defence of the kingdom and its 
conſtitution to the loyalty of its inhabitants. be o 
Your" Committee have to obſerve with great ſatisfaction, that MY" © 
the eſtimate for the yeomanry as firſt laid before Parliament wa WW" tn 
for a+ number not exceeding twenty thouſand /men—that in the de 
courſe of ſix months about thirty-ſeven thouſand were atrayed; WW" t: 
and that the zeal of the country had ſo riſen with in diefes dil 
that during the late rebellion the yeomanry force exceeded fifty 8" t! 
thoufand men, and might have been increaſed to a much greater 
extent. It is unneteffary to recall to the recolle tion and gratitude de 
of Parliament and of the country, the ſervices they have per- ane 
formed during the unhappy ſtruggle in which we have been en- 
gaped ; ſharing all the hardſhips and dangers, and performing WW": © 
— the duties in common with the King's regular and militia 
The next meafure to which your Comtnittee beg leave to point Ie, 
the attention of the Houſe is, the proclamation of the Lord Lieu- the ( 
tenant and Council, wore. Aro the 6th of November 1796, 
"diſaffeted having adopted a pradice 


pretence of ſaving” corn and Ggging potatoes ; but in ſact to 
terrify the peaceable' and well-diſpoſed, and to compel them to 
enter into their'tfeaforiadle” afſociations. 

The ſame Ane ſince frequently been had recourſe to by 
the United Triffinieh in other parts of the kingdom under various 
prerences,” ſuch ab füufterals, foot-ball meetings, &c. with a view 
of diſplaying their ſtrength, giving the people the habit of aſſem- 
bling from great diſtances upon ah order being iſſued, and r 


„ ˖ö;—V | 
The next meaſure" to which the Government was driven by the 
traitordus exceſſes of the United Iriſhmen, and to which your 
Cominittee” beg leave to advert, is the proclamation of Lieute- 
natit- general Lake, then commanding in Ulſter, iſſued on the 
3th of March, in conſequence of a letter addreſſed to him by the 


ord Lleutenagts ſecterary, Mr. Petham. The 


— 
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The diſorders which called for this interpoſition of military 
wthority are ſufficiently ſet forth in the body of the letter; and 
wur Committee have only to obſerve, that in carrying Lieute-. 
xnt-general Lake's proclamation into effect, no acts of ſeverity - 
whatever were uſed by the military towards perſons concealing ; 
i refuling to give up their arms; but that, on the contrary, the 
karch for the arms of the diſaffected was conducted with all 
poſſible mildneſs ; and that where perſons voluntarily brought in 
their arms, certificates were granted by the magiſtrates, and aſ- 
furances given to the people that their arms would be returned as 
ſoon as the country was reſtored to tranquillity. It muſt however 
e obſerved, that in June following, when a general inſurrection 
ms decided on by the party, and upon the point of breaking out 
n the province of Ulſter, more vigorous means of compelling. 


\ the the ſurrender of arms were had recourſe to, under the authority 
ed; WW the proclamation of the 17th of May :—a meaſure abſolutely. 
Fes ndiſpenſable to the public ſecurity, and, under the circumſtances 
fil A the caſe, ſtrictly defenſive. ; 
eater Of the quantity of arms which appeared by their own report 
tude tobe in the hands of the diſaffected, comparatively few were ob- 


tained by the ſearch then made in Ulſter by General Lake's or- 
ter; and it is alſo to be obſerved, that previouſly to, and during 
the circuit which took place in the month of April 1797, as 
of violence of every deſcription became more frequent, and were 
x the lame time ſo ſyſtematically directed, with a view to ſtop 
the courſe of criminal juſtice againſt the United Iriſhmen, that 
tie Crown proſecutions in the diſturbed counties proved from their 


Jets 
96, lure an encouragement rather than a reſtraint upon the reaſon» 
Na ale projects of the party. f 
„in The Report of the Secret Committee was followed by the pro- 


amation of the 19th of May 1797, which after reciting many 
ts of outrage and rebellion that had been committed, and offer- 
ty pardon with certain exceptions to all perſons guilty of the 
lad offences who ſhould ſurrender within the period of a month, 
ud give ſecurity for their future good behaviour, declared that 
ie civil power had proved ineffeQual, and that it became neceſ- 
Jay to employ the military force for the immediate ſuppreſſion: of 
loch rebellious attempts. 455 Nat 

[t appears to your Committee, that notwithſtanding this mea- 
ure of mercy and warning to the diſaffected, in the latter end of 
ia ſame month, as will be more fully explained hereafter, a a 
Encral inſurrection in Ulſter was decided on, and the plan of at- 
ack for each county arranged. | l 1 
The intention tranſpired, and was defeated by the active ex- 
ons of the army; notwithſtanding which, a partial riſing did 
* place near the mountains in the county of Down, where 
« nfurgents,” finding themſelves unſupported, ſoon diſperſed. 
Vol. VII. 3B The 


The effect of the meaſures then adopted was immediately felt; 


adminiſtering the oaths of the Union, there were, in t 
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the arms of the diſaffected by neceſſary acts of coercion were col. 
lected throughout the province in great numbers: the loyal were 
encouraged to declare themſelves—ſuch as had been miſled, came 
in in crowds to take the benefit of the proclamation of pardon, 
which was extended for another month; outrage ceaſed, and pub. 
lic confidence was ſo far reſtored throughout Ulſter in the courſe 
of the months of July and Auguſt, that the laws were admini. 
ſtered with effect in the different counties during the autumn cir. 
cuit, and the manufacturing induſtry of the country was reſtored to 
its uſual vigour during the remainder of that year. Your Committee 
think it peculiarly incumbent on them to ſtate, that during and 
ſubſequent to the aſſizes of the ſaid circuit, the civil authority 
was found throughout Ulſter fully adequate to the preſervation of 
the public peace, and that all military interference was ly! 
diſcontioudd from that period. ” | | TT 
It appears to your Committee, that the inferior ſocieties of 
United Iriſhmen, in general, diſcontinued their meetings; that 
the people applied themſelves to their ordinary occupations; and 
though ſome of the higher committees were kept alive -by the 
active leaders in the treaſon, yet it will appear from an inſpeQion 
of the authentic reports of their proceedings, that for ſeveral 
months only a proportion. of the counties of Ulſter were repre- 
ſented in the provincial committee; that the others refuſed io 
ſend delegates; that little money was collected; that they could 
not ſucceed in reviving the inferior ſocieties ; and that although 
they. encouraged each other in the hopes of bringing the lower 
orders of the people again into action in caſe the enemy ſhould 
land, they were not able to make any impreſſion of conſequence, 
till the inſurrection in Leinſter was on the point of breaking WAN d 
forth; and your Committee feel themſelves warranted in lating ne 
that the beneficial conſequences ariſing from the meaſures adopted 
in the year 1797, in the north, wers ſtrongly exemplified in the 
feebleneſs of the late inſurrection in that quarter, and in the 
ſpirit diſplayed on that occaſion by the yeomanry and loyal inbs 

bitants of the province of Ulſter. n 
It appears to your Committee, that the leaders of the treaſon, 
apprehenſive left the enemy might be diſcouraged from any fur 
the plan of invaſion, by the loyal diſpoſition manifeſted throogt 
out Munſter and Connaught on their former attempt, determined 
to diteR all their exertions to the propagation of the ſyſtem * 
thoſe provinces which had hitherto been but partially insel 
With this view emiſſaries were ſent into the ſouth apd welt 
great numbers, of whoſe ſucceſs in forming new „ 
in 


of a few months, but too evident proofs in the introdudlio 
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the ame diſturbances and enormities into Munſter with which 
the northern province had been ſo ſeverely viſited. 

In May 1797, although numbers had been ſworn both in 
Munſter and Leinſter, the ſtrength of the organization, exclu- 
ſrely of Ulſter, lay chiefly in the metropolis and in a few neigh- 
bouring counties, namely, Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Weſtmeath, 
and the King's County. | 

[t is obſervable, that the counties in which defenderiſm had 
prevailed eaſily became converts to the new doctrines; and in the 
ſummer of 1797, the uſual concomitants of the treaſon, namely, 
the plundering houſes of arms, the fabrication of pikes, and the 
murder of thoſe who did not join their party, began to appear in 
the midland counties. | 

In order to engage the _— in the ſouthern counties, par- 
ticularly in the counties of Waterford and Cork, the more eagerly 
in their cauſe, the United Iriſhmen found it expedient, in urging 
their general principles, to dwell with peculiar energy on the ſup- 
poſed oppreſſiveneſs of tithes (which had been the pretext for the 
od White-boy inſurrections). And it is obſervable, that in addi- 
tion to the acts of violence uſually reſorted to by the party, for 
the furtherance of their purpoſes, the ancient practice of burni 
the corn and houghing the cattle of thoſe againſt whom theit 
reſentment was directed was revived, and very generally practiſed 
in thoſe counties. 
With a view to excite the reſentment of the Catholics, and to 
turn their reſentment to the purpoſes of the party, fabricated and 
falſe teſts were repreſented as 1 been taken to exterminate 
Catholics, and were induſtriouſly diſſeminated by the emiſſaries 
of the treaſon throughout the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter, 
ind Connaught. Reports were frequently circulated amongſt the 
lgnorant of the Catholic perſuaſion, that large bodies of men were 
coming to put them to death. This fabrication, however extra- 
gant and abſurd, was one among the many wicked means by 
= the deluded peaſantry were engaged the more rapidly in the 
reaſon, | 

In addition to the above arts praQiſed to excite the people, 
nd to turn local prejudices to the furtherance of their purpoſe, 
the party did not fail io avail themſelves, te the fulleſt extent, of 
the moſt wicked and licentious abuſe of the preſs. In the ſum- 
ner of 1797, an infamous paper called the Union Star was pri- 
ntely printed and circulated, inculcating the principles of inſur- 
rection and aſſaſſination in direct terms, and containing a deſerip- 
non of thoſe perſons by name (particularly magiſtrates and ſuch 
& had ſerved on juries), who were to be held out to the party as 
%jeAs of aſſaſſination, on account of their active loyalty, or a 
conſcientious diſcharge of their du. 


Towards the end of the ſame year, 'a newſpaper called the 
3B 2 Prefs 
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Prefs was eſtabliſhed, lately publiſhed in the name of Mr, a, . 
O Connor, as proprietor thereof, who has admitted before your tia 
Committee, that he was for more than a year a member of the WM to 
Executive Directory of the Iriſh Union, and who, as it appears w a 
your Committee from various channels of information, was 2 | 
moſt active and confidential leader of their treaſon in its principal alre 
departments both at home and abroad, which conveyed periodical par 
exhortations to all manner of outrage and inſubordination. Every ce 
ſpecies of miſrepreſentation and ſophiſtry was made uſe of v (cr 
vilify the government, to extend the Union, to ſhake the con- be 
nexion with Great Britain, to induce the people to look to French MY » 
aſſiſtance, to exaggerate the force and numbers of the diſaffeded, we 
and ſyſtematically to degrade the adminiſtration of juſtice in all is Wi co: 
departments. This paper, conducted on principles till mon 5. 
licentious than the Northern Star (which had contributed ſo in 
largely to the extenſion of treaſon in the north), was diſtributei i 1. 
throughout all parts of the kingdom, and, from the activity of its bil 


partiſans, had immediately a more extenſive circulation than any WY i 

| y—_ long eſtabliſhed, * | jut 
he meaſures thus adopted by the party completely ſucceeded 

in detaching the minds of the lower claſſes from their uſual habu di 


and purſuits, inſomuch that, in the courſe of the autumn ne 
winter of 1797, the 122 in the midland and ſouthern coun» eve 
ties were ſworn, and ripe for inſurrection. Pikes were abt nl 
cated-in ſuch numbers, that in the ſingle county of Kildare, in lu 
conſequence of the meaſures adopted by Government, twelrt ti 
thouſand have been ſurrendered ; and your Committee have ever 


reaſon to believe, that a ſtill greater portion was retained: avi ** 
that the preparation of arms in other counties by the diſaffefed v1 
was nearly as extenſive as the organization itſelf, will appear Dl 


well from the numbers ſeized in different parts of the kingdom, re 
amounting in the whole to above one hundred and twenty-nine 
thouſand of different deſcriptions, as from the fact, that wherever 
the inſurrection broke out, the maſs of the people were univerſally 
armed either with muſkets or pikes. | 
While they were thus maturing their deſign, and ſecretly x: 
quiring the ſtrength and conſiflency of a revolutionary army, 

omitted no artifice by which they could hope either to weaken a 
embarraſs the government of the country. So early as the Jes 
1792, the ſeduction of the ſoldiery made a part of their ſyſles 
They imagined that the ſeaſon was now arrived for its accor 
pliſhment, and no means which wicked ſubtlety, could ſu 
were left unemployed. - Printed papers were induſtriouſly cr 
lated amongſt the privates and non-commiſſioned officers, unh 
them to inſubordination and revolt, and holding out the an 
* of preferment to ſuch as ſhould deſert their ® 
lours. The atrocious crimes to which they were incited will be 


— . © © 
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zppear by reference to the proceedings of the general courts mar- 
tal hereunto annexed, before whom the culprits were tried, prior 
to the breaking out of the rebellion, and to the trial of Henry 
ad John Sheares before a ſpecial commiſſion lately beld. \ 

]heir attempts to fruſtrate the adminiſtration of juſtice have 
ready been mentioned. It will be proper to ſtate ſome farther 
particulars. From ſeveral authentic reports of their own pro- 
ceedings, it appears that conſiderable ſums of money were ſub- 
ſcribed for the purpoſe of defending ſuch of their aſſociates as 
ſhould be brought to trial: that they had itinerant committees 
who went circuit as regularly as judges: that a bar of lawyers 
were retained 'to undertake the cauſe of all perſons in the groſs 
all its committed for ſtate offences. Entries of money appear in their 
mon proceedings as paid to procure, as well as to buy off witneſſes : 
ted in many caſes to gaolers for being guilty of breaches of truſt, 
ibutet e 2nd even to under-theriffs for returning partial pannels: hand- 
ol its bills to intimidate jurors were circulated, and every ſpecies of 
an any indecent management practiſed in the courts, to exclude from the 
jury-box perſons unconnected with their party. 

In the hope of diminiſhing the reſources of the ſtate, inſtruc- 
tions were given to the people to abſtain from the conſumption of 
exciſeable articles, which are productive to the revenue, and 
every endeavour made to depreciate the value of Government ſecu- 
mies in the eſtimation of the public, to ſtop the raiſing of the 
lupplies of the year by the ſale of the quit-rents, and to prevent 
the circulation of the bank paper. 

Before your Committee proceed to ſtate the traitorous cor- 
reſpondence carried on by the leading members of the conſpiracy 
vith the enemy, they think it neceſſary to advert to a new orga- 
nization of the ſociety which took place in Auguſt 1797, the 
reaſons for which change will beſt appear by an inſpection of the 
printed paper at that time circulated as an inſtruction to the body; 
and your Committee beg leave to refer to the examination upon 
oath before the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Lords of Doc- 
tor M*Nevin, who ſtates himſelf to have been a member of their 
Lxecutive Directory for the detailed application of this new ſyſ- 
tem for military purpoſes. | | 

The evidence of the ſame perſon, together with that of two 
Cher members of the Executive, namely, Mr. Emmet and Mr. 
Arthur O Connor, delivered upon oath before the ſaid Secret 
Committee of the Lords, and who as well as the ſaid Dr. M*Ne- 
ria have been examined ſince before your Committee, has com- 
pletely developed the connexion of the party with the French 
Directory. Prom their teſtimony it appears that ſo early as the 
fear 1796, the party deſpairing of carrying their plans into exe- 
cution thraugh the medium of a democratic reform, avowedly 
ded their efforts to revolution, and having received an inti- 

I | | mation 
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mation from one of their ſociety, and whom your 


have very good reaſon to know to be Mr. Theobald Wolfe Te = 10 


treaſonable conduct), then at Paris, that the ſtate of the count 


— 


already mentioned (a fugitive from this country om account of i 


had been repreſented to the government of France in ſuch lik 
as to induce them to reſolve on ſending a force to Ireland for the 
purpoſe of enabling it to ſeparate itſelf from Great Britain, nde 
extraordinary meeting of the Executive of the Union was con-. 0 
vened to take the propoſal into conſideration. reaſc 

This meeting was held in the ſummer of 1796, and the reſy 
of their deliberations was, to accept of the aſſiſtance thus held out 
to them by the French Directory. 72 gs 

In conſequence of this determination an agent was diſpatched u dee 
the Directory to acquaint them with it. He was inſtruQed to ſt be 
the diſpoſitions of the people, and the arrangements of the Unia nur 


for their reception, and received freſh aſſurances from the FrenchWWriou! 


government that the armament ſhould be ſent as ſpeedily asit 
could be prepared. The agent above alluded to appears to your lor) 
Committee from various channels of information to have been the 
late Lord Edward Fitzgerald, who, accompanied by the fu ent 
Mr. A. O*Connor, proceeded by Hamburgh to Switzerland, aul 
had an interview near the French frontiers with General Hoche, 
who afterwards had the command of the expedition againſt Ire- 
land, on which occaſion every thing was ſettled between the par- 
ties with a view to the deſcent. The reaſon the perſons employel ec 
on this miſſion did not paſs into France was, left the Iriſh goem- n 


ment ſhould gain intelligence of the fact, and cauſe them to be rn 


prehended on their return. 
About October 1796, an accredited meſſenger from the French 
republic arrived, who ſaid he came to be informed of the ſtate of 
the country, and to communicate to the leaders of the United itte 
Iriſhmen the intention of the French to invade Ireland ſpeedily 
with fifteen thouſand men, and a great quantity of arms an th 
ammunition ; which attempt ſo announced was accordingly made Win 
in the month of December following, when the French flect 
with a large body of troops on board atrived in Bantry Bay. 
Your Committee do not think it neceſſary to advert to the earl 
and frequent communications of a treaſonable nature that too 
lace between the diſaffected who had fled from this country 1 
"rance; and the leaders of the party here: it is ſufficient to d ne 
forth the leading attempts of the Union to prevail on the Frend 
Directory to ſend a force to their aſſiſtance. It is — bon. 
ever to obſerve, that although, previous to the ſummer 1796, 
no formal and authorized communication appears to have take 
place between the Iriſh Executive and the French 
yet the trial of Dr. Jackſon convicted of high treaſon in the yea! 
1795, proves that even then the enemy had agents 129 
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ite. who were addreſſed to the moſt active members of the Iriſh 
Te Union for information and aſſiſtance; and the treaſonable ſtate- 
ent reſpecting the interior fituation of Ireland then drawn up 


be tranſmitted to France, appeared on the trial to have been the 
int production of Theobald Wolfe Tone, heretofore mentioned 
; the framer of the original conſtitution of United Iriſhmen, 
filed by A. Hamilton Rowan, Eſq. who frequently appeared 
1 their publications as the chairman of the ſociety ; to which 
reaſon, Lewins, whom your Committee from various channels 
information are enabled to ſtate to be now their reſident agent 
xt Paris, appears to have been privy. | 
From the period of the failure of this expedition, the diſaf- 
ded either actually did expect, or, with a view of keeping up 
be ſpirits of their party, pretended to expect, the immediate 
turn of the enemy; and aſſurances to this effect were induſ- 
ouſly circulated in all their ſocieties. However, in the ſpring 


707, the Executive of the Union thinking the French dila- 
one in their preparations, did then difpatch Mr. Lewins above 
n the WWnentioned as a confidential perſon to preſs for aſſiſtance. This 
: (ad ent left London in March, and proceeded io Hamburgh, but 
„ not reach Paris until the end of May, or beginning of june, 
um which time he has continued to be the accredited miniſter 
en the Iriſh Union to the French Directory. 

ö par. It appears to your Committee that in the ſummer of 1797, the 
loyed ecutive of the Union, apprehenſive leſt a premature infurrec- 


ion of the north before the promiſed fuccours from Fraifce could 
ire, might diſappoint their proſpeRs, thought it neceſſary to 
da ſecond agent to Paris, to urge with increaſed earneſtneſs 


rench at the promiſed aſſiſtance ſhould be immediately ſent : accord- 
ate of Wc!) a moſt confidential member of their body, whom your Com- 
nite) E dintee have grounds to ſtate to have been Doctor M*Nevin, who- 
edily | hitherto acted as ſecretary to the Executive, was diſpatched 
; and u this miſſion ; he left Dublin in the end of June, and preſented 
made imſelf with the necẽſſary letters of credence to the French miniſ- 


at Hamburgh.— Meeting with ſome difficulty in obtaining a 
aport to proceed to Paris, he delivered to the miniſter of the 


early public a memoir to be forwarded to the Directory, the ſub- 
tool ace of which appears in Doctor M*Nevin's examination, as 
en on oath before the Secret Committee of the Lords. It is 
o (et meceſſary to make any obſervation upon this moſt curious ſtate- 
end ent —it is in itſelf a complete picture of the deſperate purpoſes 
how'- the party; and the Houſe will obſerve that the ſtatement of 
. ir own reſources is ſtudiouſly exaggerated in proportion to the 
2 


miety felt by them, that the ſuccours might be ſent before the 


nent, derous meaſures adopted by Government in the north ſhould diſ- 
tr Acert their projects. . 


This 
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timent in the Directory of France occurs, in the ſubſtance of 


when connected with, and explained by the memoir preſented by 


letter ſtates, that the truſtees (that is, the Directory) would not 


and that this payment could not be made in leſs than four monihs 


(96; 3 


This agent was authorized to give France aſſurances of being 
repaid the full expenſes of any future armament ſhe might ſend 
to Ireland, as well as of the laſt which had miſcarried, the ſame 
to be raiſed by the confiſcation of the lands of the church, «f 
the property of all thoſe who ſhould oppoſe the meaſures of the 

arty, He was alſo particularly charged to negotiate, if puſſ- 
ble, a loan on the above ſecurity, to the amount of half a mil- 
lion, or at leaſt three hundred thouſand pounds, for the immediate 
2 of the Union; and directions were given, that in caſe 
France could not be prevailed on to advance ſo large a ſum, be 
mould addreſs himſelf to the court of Spain for that purpoſe. 

It appears to your Committee, that the Executive Union, 
though deſirous of obtaining aſſiſtance in men, arms, and mo- 
ney, yet were averſe to a greater force being ſent than might enx 
ble them to ſubvert the government, and retain the power of tht 
country in their own hands; but that the French thowed a de- 
cided diſinclination at all times to ſend any force to Ireland, er. 
cept ſuch as from its magnitude might not only give them the 
hopes of conquering the kingdom, but of retaining it afterwards 
as a French conqueſt, and of ſubjecting it to all the plunder and 
oppreſſions which other countries, ſubdued or deceived by that nz 
tion, have experienced, A remarkable illuſtration of which ſen- 
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letter ſaid to be received from Lewins, the Iriſh agent at Paris, in Lc 
and ſhown by Lord Edward Fitzgerald to John Cormick, ac 
Jonel in the rebel army, who fled from juſtice on the breaking 
out of the rebellion, and whoſe voluntary confeſſion, upon his 
apprehenſion in Guernſey, before Sir Hugh Dalrymple, s 
given in the Appendix. This letter, although written appt 
rently on money buſineſs, which is the cloak generally made uſe 
of by the party to hide their real views, is perfectly intelligible, 
Dr. M*Nevin, the Iriſh agent to the French Directory. The WW =" : 
advance the five thouſand pounds (that is, the ſmaller number 0 
troops aſked for in M*Nevin's memoir); "ſaying, they would 
make no payment ſhort of the entire ſum (that is, the large! 
force), which they always declared their intention of ſending 


from that time. 
The demands of the party by their firſt agent went to a for 


not exceeding ten thouſand men, with forty thouſand ſtand of r 
arms, and a proportionate ſupply of artillery, ammunition, & nl 
gineers, experienced officers, &c. — 

A ſtill larger ſupply of arms was ſolicited by the ſecond 14 ere 
ſenger, on account, as he ſtated it, of the growing — 40 
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geit adherents, and of the diſarming of the north, in which pro- 
rince above ten thouſand ſtand of arms, and as many pikes, had 
en ſurrendered to the King's troops. 

Jt appears that an attempt was made, about the ſame time, to 
procure the aſſiſtance of ſuch Iriſh officers, then in foreign ſer- 
ice, as might be prevailed upon, by receiving high rank, to en- 

e in the ſervice of the Union, and that a negotiation was adtu- 
ally ſet on foot for this purpoſe ; but it has been ſtated, that, from 
the over-caution of the agent who was employed in conducting 
this tranſaction, nothing in conſequence of it was effected. 

A ſecond memoir was preſented by this confidential agent, upon 
his arrival at Paris, in which he urged ſuch arguments as he con- 
ceived moſt likely to induce the Directory not to poſtpone the in- 
ion, He endeavoured to demonſtrate, that fo favourable a 
diſpoſition as then exiſted in the Iriſh mind was in no future con- 
lingency to be expected; and he artfully repreſented, that the de- 
lulons held out by reform might ceaſe from delay, and thus render 
more difficult to France and the true republicans of this country, 
their endeavours to ſeparate the two kingdoms, and to eſtabliſh a 
republic in Ireland. | | 

Previous to this miſſion from Ireland, a confidential perſon was 
ſent over by the French Directory, to collect information reſpect- 
ing the ſtate of Ireland. Failing to obtain the neceſſary paſſports 
in London to paſs into Ireland, he wrote over to requeſt that one 
of the party might meet him in London. A perſon was accord- 
ingly ſent over, whom your Committee know, from various 
channels of information, to have been the late Lord — 
Fitzgerald, and who, it is to be preſumed, did not fail to furni 
the French agent with every neceſſary intelligence. 

The Directory gave the Iriſh agents ſent to Paris the ſtrongeſt 
aſurances of ſupport, and did accordingly, during the ſummer, 
make preparations of a very extenſive nature, both at the Texel 
and at Breſt, for the invaſion of Ireland; and in the autumn 
intelligence was received by the Executive of the Union, that the 
2 were actually embarked in the Texel, and only waited for 
a wind, 

In conſequence of this communication, grant exertions were 
made by the party, and in the beginning of October, when the 
Vutch fleet was upon the point of ſailing, the approach of the 
enemy (as will appear, by reference to the provincial reports from 
Ulter of that date) was announced to the ſocieties as at hand. 

The troops had been actually on board, commanded by Gene- 
nl Daendels, but were ſuddenly diſembarked. The Dutch fleet, 
contrary to the opinion of their own admiral, as is generally be- 
lieved, was, at the inſtance of the French government, obliged 
'0 put to ſea, which led to the ever-memorable victory of the 11th 
of Oftober 1797. | 
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of the partſes themſelves, there can be no poſlible room to doubt 


| contemplation ; however, in the ſpring of 1997, a plan was 


and Leinſter delegates, in conſequence of which the progreſs 
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It appears to your Committee, that early in the preſent year 
other advices were received by the Iriſh Executive from France, 
Rating, that ſuccours might be expected to be ſent to Ireland in 
April; but notwithſtanding the temptation held out by the rebel. 
lion, which commenced on the 23d of May following, the 
French government have not yet thought it prudent to fulhl their 
promiſe. 

- The Committee truſt they have laid ſufficient grounds before 
the Houſe to ſatisfy them of the long-entertained and fixed pur. 
poſe of the United Iriſhmen to introduce the enemy into thi 
kingdom, and through their aſſiſtance to ſeize upon the govern» 
ment and property of the country ; and that in their negotiations 
with the French Directory they have had no other reſerve bit 
what their own treaſonable ambition poimted out. The particy- 
lars of the ſtatement reſting for the moſt part upon the admiſſida 


the truth of what has been ſubmitted. 

Your Committee think it material to obſerve, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the wildneſs of the hope that they could ever ſacceed in 
overturning the government without powerful aid from abroad 
yet, on more than one occaſion, the eagerneſs of the more vo- 
lent partiſans fo far prevailed over their reaſon, as to induce them 
to meditate an inſurrection. To this they were excited by the 
apprehenſion that the zeal of their followers would ſubſide if they 
were not called into action, as well as by a dread that a reſortit 
ſtronger meaſures on the part of Government might at length & 
prive them of the means of exertion. It had been their invan® 
ble policy to announce an effort as at hand, merely to keep up ie 
ſpirits of the people, when no attempt of the kind was really 


riouſly diſcuſſed among the leaders then aſſembled in Dublin, . 
commencing a general riſing without waiting for foreign aſl 
ance; but as this ſcheme did not meet with the approbation d 
the Dublin part of the committee, it was laid aſide; andit i 
pears that at this period a coolneſs took place between the Ulle 


the conſpiracy ſeems to have been for a time much impeded. 
The northerns then in. Dublin, diſguſted with the cowaran 
(as they termed it) of the Leinſter delegates, proceeded to 1 
without their approbation, to ſeize upon the Caſtle, onna 
ſtores, magazine, &c. and to truſt to the mob of Dublin for 
ſiſtance; but from ſome additional military precautions at 3 
time adopted by the garriſon, this plan was abandoned, 
Shortly after the proclamation of the 19th of May 1/9 
above ſtated, notwithitanding the ſtrong opinion entertal 
the Leinſter Executive, of the impolicy of ſuch an attem 
the more ſo, as aſſurances had been recently received of the z 
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untions going ſorward both at Breſt and in the Texel, for the 
invaſion of Ireland; yet an active effort was made to produce a 

neral inſurrection throughout Ulſter, the orders for which were 
iven out the latter end of May, in conformity to a plan previ- 
ouſly prepared. A flight movement did take place, as before 
ated; however, the main deſign of the 8 fruſtrated by 
the ative military meaſures then taken by Lieutenant-general 
Lake, and many of their principal leaders were obliged to fly, 
eral of whom paſſed into France, having received letters to 
tembart, French miniſter at Hamburgh, from perſuns then reſi- 
ent in this country, in -conſequence of which introduction, the 
eceſary paſſports were granted, to enable. them to proceed to 
Paris, where they arrived early in Auguſt, and had frequent com- 
uvications with the French Directory on Iriſh affairs. 

Your Committee do not find that the diſaffected entertained at 
y other periods than thoſe alluded to, until the middle of March 
708. any ſerious intention of hazarding an effort independent of 
oreign aſſiſtance, Indeed the opinion of the moſt cautious of 
cir body was always adverſe to a premature exertion, Their 
plicy was to riſk nothing ſo long as the party was gaining 
frength, Their principle was to extend their organization, to 
& to their ſtock of arms, and to wait for events: and it ap- 
ears, from a variety of evidence laid before your Committee, 
hat the rebellion would not have broken out ſo ſoon as it did, 
ad it not been for the well-timed meaſures adopted by Govern- 
ent, ſubſequent to the proclamation of the Lord Lieutenant and 
duncil, bearing date the goth of March 1798, as it is notorious 
mat in many counties the effet of thoſe meaſures was ſuch in 
lying the Union, and in obliging the people to ſurrender their 
ms, that it became evident to the generality of their leaders they 

br other alternative but to riſe at once, or to abandon their 
poſe. 

It appears to your Committee, that, with the double view of 

ing prepared either to co-operate with the enemy in caſe of a 
ſcent, or of directing an inſurrection upon ſyſtem, ſhould 

find it neceſſary to have recourſe to ſuch a meaſure before 
ſtance might arrive from France, a military committee was 
ppointed by the Executive in the month of February laſt. About 

ume detailed military inſtructions were iſſued to the adjutant- 
nerals of the Union, by which they were required to inform 
mlelves, and report on the ſtate of the rebel regiments within 
er diſtrits, of the number of mills, the roads, rivers, bridges, 

f fords, the military poſitions, the capacity of the towns and 

ages to receive troops, to communicate to fhe Executive every 
wement of the enemy (meaning the King's _— to an- 
unce the firſt appearance of their allies (meaning the French), 

| 30 2 and 


regulations. 


; to the arms and appointments with which they were to be fur 
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and immediately to colle& their force, with ſeveral other mili 


Inſtructions were alſo given to the ſeveral rebel regiments, 1 


niſhed, fo as to be ready to take the field on the ſhorteſt notice. 

At a meeting held on the 26th of February, thanks are voi 
to the ſeveral colonels for their effectual exertions in embodying 
and arming their reſpective regiments—the people are requeſted 
to bear the ſhackles of tyranny a little longer, till the whole king- 
dom ſhall be in ſuch a ſtate of organization as will, by their join 


co-operation, effect, without loſs, that deſirable object which") 
they ſtated as hourly diawing to a criſis, | | 1 
Whilſt theſe extenſive military arrangements were making Han 
the Executive, to ad againſt the ſtate as ſoon as a favourable 0 
portunity ſhould preſent itſelf, the ſame ſyſtem of outrage vel 
had been ſo ſucceſsfully made uſe of by the party the year beſor Y 
in Ulſter, to eſtabliſh their own authority in oppoſition to that oiWhWQ®"'5 
the laws, and to, compel the people to look to the Union for pet 
tection rather than to the State, was very generally prevaleoiſy-"4, 
throughout the ſouthern and midland counties. The enormita . 
committed on the well affected were marked with the moſt d of 
guſting cruelty. ' | wot 
It is unneceſſary for your Committee to detail individual por 
ſtances of outrage, which are freſh in the recolleQion of f of r 
Houſe: it will be ſufficient to ſtate, that in the months of FebuWiſo *! 
ary and March many parts of the provinces of Leinſter and Mu lt 
ſter were actually in the poſſeſſion of a murderous -banditti. HM ven 
they did not appear in arms by day, it only rendered their rede-y'"<P" 
lion more difficult to be met and cruſhed by the King's troops at ity 
yeomanry; not a night paſſed without numerous murders; ſe la 
ral diſtricts in the provinces of Leinſter and Munſter had deff 
proclaimed under the powers given to the Lord Lieutenant a die 
Council by the a for preventing inſurrections: but theſe m.. 
ſures proved ĩneffectual; very many of the loyal inhabitants AM“ 
the counties of Cork, Limerick, Tipperary, Kilkenny, Coy” 
low, King's county, Queen's county, Kildare, and Wicklo [ 
were, in the courſe of one month, ſtripped of their arms, u ple 
in many places, obliged to fly for ſhelter into the garriſon ton ne! 
- and, as one inſtance among many, of the daring lengths | A , 
which the conſpirators at this time had proceeded, your Con ba 
tee think it neceſſary to ſtate, that, in open day, 800 inſub al 
gents, principally mounted, inveſted. the town of Cahir, in n . 
county of Tipperary; held poſſeſſion of it until they had matt he 
regular ſearch through every houſe, and carried off in triumph Tu 
the arms and ammunition they could find. E 
Under theſe circumſtances, the Lord Lieutenant and "fd fl 
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ed the proclamation before ſpoken of, bearing date the goth of 
March, [tating, that the traitorous conſpiracy long exiſting with- 
in this kingdom had broken out into acts of open rebellion ; and 
giving notice, that the moſt dire aud poſitive orders were iſſued 
tothe officers commanding his Majeſty's forces, to employ them 
with the utmoſt vigour and deci ſion for the immediate ſuppreſſien . 
thereof; and alſo for the recovery of ſuch arms as had been trai- 
wroully taken from the King's peaceable and loyal ſubjects. In 
was alſo enjoined, that they thould diſarm the rebels, and all per- 
ſuns dilaffected to his Majeſty's government, by the molt ſum- 
wary and effectual meaſures, * | 

This proclamatian was tranſmitted-by his Excellency's com- 
mands, to Sir Ralph Abercrombie, then commander in chief, 
who was directed to proceed into the diſturbed counties, being 
meſted by the Lord Lieutenant with full powers. 

Your Committee annex to this Report a notice to the inhabit- 
ants of the diſturbed counties, as fued-by the faid commander in 
chief; and think it incumbent on them to obſerve, that on this, 
and, indeed, on every occaſion in which the Government, or the 
officers acting under its orders, have been driven to the neceſſity 
of adopting extraordinary meaſures. for the ſafety of the ſtate, full 
atice and time have uniformly been given before they were ated 
ypon, and the people have been exhorted to prevent the 

of rigorous meaſures, by a ceſſation from outrage and a-ſurrender 
of their arms. 

It appears to your Committee, that the ſteps. then taken, as 
mentioned in the proclamation, had an almoſt immediate effect in 
repreſſing the audacity of the rebels, and in reſtoring tranquik- 
lity; the loyal inhabitants were enabled in many places to return 
in ſafety to their houſes; murders became leſs frequent; in many 
counties, particularly in Kildare and T ipperary, the people, ſen- 
idle of the. madneſs and wickedneſs: of their condudt, began 
openly to acknowledge their crimes, ſurrenden their arms, and 
point out their leaders and ſeducers; a ſubmiſhow which inva- 
nably obtained for them pardon and protection. 

In April and the beginning of May, the deluſion of the peo 
ple was ſo faſt and ſo widely. yielding to the-meaſuresof Govern- 
ment, which, while they treated with. ſeverity- the: obſtinately 
guilty, in all caſes held forth, mercy to the repentant, thar the: 
leaders of the treaſon both in Dublin and in the provinces began 
to perceive that their cauſe was loſing ground, and: that: they: hadb 
do alternative left but to hazard an inſurrection or to relinquiſſi 
their hopes. The arreſt of the Leinſter proviucial: committee on 


he 12th of March, and of ſeveral other leading members of the: 
Union on the ſame day, tended. ſo much to diſcluſe the guilt of: 
the party and to weaken their organization, that the conſpirators 
felt them(clyes ill more compelled to a deſperate effort: a plan 


Was 
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was accordingly digeſted by the military committee for a gene 
riſing, the outline of which was to ſurpriſe Dublin, the camy 
Loughlinſtown, and the artillery ſtation. at Chapelizod on the 
fame night, in which attack the counties of Dublin, Wicklow 
and Kildare, were to co-operate: the inſurrection being com- 
menced in the neighbourhood of the metropolis (the ſignal for 
announcing which was to be the detention of the mail-coaches, 
it was expected that the north and ſouth would alſo riſe. 

The Houſe will find the plan of inſurrection detailed and fully 
proved in the evidence adduced on the trial of Henry and John 
Sheares, lately convicted of high treaſon; the bloody intention 
of the party may beſt be collected from a manifeſto in the hand: 
writing of the ſaid John Sheares (one of the new Executive, 
elected after the arreſts made on the 12th of March laſt, as your 
Committee have reaſon to believe), which was to have been iſſued 
in the event of ſucceſs. Were any additional proofs neceſſary 10 
eltabliſh the authenticity of the plan as above ſtated, it may be 
found in the proceedings of the provincial committee of Vltter, 
which met at Armagh on the 12th of May, where the fame plan 
was announced as decided on, and the neceſſary orders given for 
ſecuring, as far as poflible, the co-operation of the north. 
The government, perfectly informed of the intentions of the 
confpirators, cauſed ſeveral of the leaders to be apprehended on 
the 19th and 21ſt of May, and the approaching inſurrection u 
announced to the Lord Mayor, late in the evening of the 21ſt, in 
a letter from the Lord Lieutenant's ſecretary ; and on the follow 
ing day a meſſage, to the ſame effect, was ſent by his Excellency 
to both Houſes of Parliament. Notwithſtanding the military 
precautions adopted to counteract the intended riſing, it took 
place in the neighbourhood of Dublin on the night appointed, 
namely, the 23d of May; and every poſlible effort was made by 
the difafeRted within the town, to co-operate with thoſe with- 
out. In conformity to the plan laid down, the mail-coaches were 
deſtroyed on the northern and ſouthern roads, and every exertion 
_ by the party in the provinces to bring the people into al 
action. | | 

Your Committee do not think it neceſſary to record the events 
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| ultit 
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of the bloody and deſtructive rebellion that enſued, which are (i 1 
but too freſh in the memory of the Houſe; they need only ſtate, ry 
that as ſoon as the rebels had actually taken the field in force, and E 
commenced their operations, by ſeveral daring attacks upon the ave 
towns garriſoned by the King's troops; the Lord Lieutenant rea 
Council publiſhed a proclamation, bearing date the 24th of May, he 


announcing, that he had authorized the ſummary puniſhment by 
martial law of all rebels found in arms, or of perſons in a0 
wiſe aiding or aſſiſting in the rebellion; to which ſeaſonable lo- 
terpoſition of the powers of the ſtate, the preſervation of the 

| conſtitution 
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nftitution againſt this daring attempt to ſubvert it is not leſs to 
« 2:tributed, than to the diſtinguiſhed fidelity and bravery of the 
line troops, both regulars, militia, and yeomanry; | 

On conſideration of the whole of the evidence, your Com- 
pittee are of opinion, 

That the rebellion originated in a ſyſtem, framed not with a 
ew of obtaining either Catholic emancipation or any reform . 
ompatible with the exiſtence of the conſtitution, but for the 
urpole of ſubverting the government, ſeparating Ireland from 

eat Britain, and forming a democratic republic, founded on 
ke deſtruction of all church eſtabliſhment, the abolition of 

iks, and the confiſcation of property. 

That the means reſorted to for the attainment of theſe de- 
ons was a ſecret ſyſtematized combination, fitted to attract the 
pultitude, dy being adapted to vulgar prejudices and vicious 
afions, and artfully linked and connected together with a view 
pf forming the maſs of the lower ranks into a revolutionary 
orce, acting in concert, and moving as one body, at the im- 
ulſe and under the direction of their leaders. 

That for the farther accompliſhment of their object, the lead- 

s of the conſpiracy entered into a negotiation, and finally eon- 
luded an alliance with the French Directory, by which it was 
tipulated, that an adequate force ſhould be ſent for the invaſion 
pf this country, as ſubſidiary to the preparations that were mak- 
ng for a general inſurrection. | 

That, in purſuance of this deſign, meaſures were adopted by 
he chiets of the conſpiracy, for giving to their ſocieties a mili- 
ary form; and that, for arming their adherents, they had re- 
ourſe partly to the fabrication of pikes, and partly to the plun- 
ring of the loyal inhabitants of their arms. 

That, from the vigorous and ſummary expedients reſorted to 
yy Government, and the conſequent exertions of the military, the 
leaders found themſelves reduced to the alternative of immediate 
nlurretion, or of being deprived of the means on which they 
Felied for effecting their purpoſe ; and that to this cauſe is exclu- 
lively to be attributed that premature and deſperate effort, the 
Faſhneſs of which has ſo evidently facilitated its ſuppreſſion. 

That the vigilance of the executive government, in detecting 
and arreſting many of the principal conſpirators in the very act 
o concerting their plans of inſurrection, the convictions which 
have enſued, and the till more complete developement of the 
treaſon by the confeſſion of ſome of its moſt active and efficient 
conductors, have not only eſſentially contributed to the defeat of 
ide rebellion, but, by enabling the Committee to diſcloſe the 
neus and machinations of the conſpirators, may ſuggeſt means 


for ſecuring the future tranquillity of the country. 
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Your Committee cannot conclude without obſerving, that, 

a review of the treaſon which has employed their attention, th 
trace a perfect coincidence, in its commencement and in its pr 
greſs, its means and its objects, with that by which the gover 
ment, the religion, and the happineſs of France have been de 
ſtroyed; which has extended its deſolating influence over ſome 
the moſt proſperous and flouriſhing countries of Europe, and! 
ſhaken to its foundation the fabric of regular ſociety throughay 
the civilized world. That the leaders of the ſyſtem, in order y 
adapt the minds of the multitude to the purpoſes of their treaſor 
have, after the example of their Jacobin allies in France, left u 
means unemployed which the, moſt malignant ſubtlety could ſug 
geſt, for eradicating from amongſt the working claſſes, every ſe 
timent both of private and public duty: all quiet and peaceabl 
habits, all ſocial as well as moral obligations it has been their of 
ject to deſtroy ; and the more ſacred the tie, the more induſ 
triouſly have they laboured to diſſolve it: they have incited the { 
dier to betray his King; they have armed the tenant againſt the 
landlord; and they have taught the fervant to conſpire with the 
aſſaſſin of his maſter; blaſting the repoſe and confidence of pri 
vate life even in its ſanctuary, and effacing every law of tut 
of juſtice, of gratitude, and of religion, except where it ha 
been poſſible to make even religion itfelf the perverted inſtroment 
of their execrable views. Such have been the leading principle 
and the long-laboured preparatives for that rebellion from which 
your Committee truſt this country has been happily reſcued; and 
they indulge a ſanguine hope, that their preſent ſtatement, a 
thenticated as it is by ſuch a maſs of evidence, will coniribut 
ſtill farther to the complete re-eſtabliſhment of tranquillity, . 
throwing the fulleſt light on the dangers to which the communitf 
has been expoſed, and againſt which it is ſtill necellary u 
guard *, 


— 


— od. 


Report from the Committee of Srerecy of the Houfe of Lords i 
Ireland. | 


| Die Jovis, 300 Auguſli, 1798. 
HE Lord Chancellor, from the Lords Committees appointe 
to examine the matters of the ſealed-up papers received tro 


the Commons on the 23d of July laſt, whoſe Lordihips hat 


power to ſend for perſons, papers, and records, and to exam 


ulita 

* We have thought it unneceſſary to lay before our readers the ww In, 
dix to the Report, which contains only details of the principal Noci, 
in the body of the Report. il arts 
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ſuch perſons as they might ſummon before them in the moſt 


blemn manner, and to communicate from time to time with 
the Committee —— appointed by the Houſe of Com- 


nons, made the following Report: 


My Lords, : 

THE Lords' Committees appointed to examine the matters of 
he ſealed-up papers received from the Commons on the 23d of 
uly laſt, and to report the ſame as they ſhall appear to them to 
his Houſe, have met and examined into the matters to them re- 
med, and directed me to report to your Lordſhips as follows: 

Your Committee beg leave firſt to recall your Lordſhips' atten» 
jon to a report made to this Houſe on the 7th of March 1793, by 
he Lords' Committees, who had been appointed to inquire into 
he cauſes of the diſorders and diſturbances wuich prevailed in 
his kingdom in the years 1792 and.1593, by which it appears, 
That conſiderable bodies of inſurgents, then diſtinguiſhed by 
he name of Defenders, infeſted the counties of Meath, Louth, 
nan, Monaghan, and other adjacent diſtrias, during that pe- 
10d, and that the meaſures which were then purſued by them ↄp- 
eared to be concerted with a degree of ſyſtem and regularity 
hich proved diſtinctly that they were directed by men of ſupe- 
or rank, who ſtimulated the lower orders of the people to tu- 


nult and outrage, as leading to the abolition of tithes, hearth 
nd county taxes, and to the reduction of rents. That, during 
hat period, very conſiderable ſums of money were levied upon 
e Roman Catholics of this kingdom, under the authority of a 
ommittee of perſons of that — who then aſſumed, and 
emed, in a great _ to ſucceed in the government and di- 


tion of the whole body of Iriſh Catholics; and that, out of 
le general fund thus created, protection was extended to perſons 
no were criminally proſecuted for the moſt daring and flagrant 
mes. That, during the ſame period, an unuſual ferment diſ- 
ned ſeveral parts of the northern province, Particularly the 
zun of Belfaſt and the county of Antrim, kept up and encou- 
ed by every artifice which turbulence and difaffeRion could 
gel, and more particularly by the moſt licentious abuſe of the 
els, That the Sade of France was openly held up as an 
umple for imitation; that hopes and expectations were given of 
rench aſſiſtance, by a deſcent upon this kingdom, and that 
nyers had been publicly offered up at Belfaſt, from the pul- 
i, for the ſucceſs of the French armies, in the preſence of 
Mita) dodies, which had been newly levied and arrayed in that 
"n, without any legal authority. That ſeveral other military 
3 had, in like manner, been —_— into, ER | 
ot the province of Ulſter, compoſed of perſons of a 
Vor. VII, 3 D. — infericr 
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inferior deſcription, armed without authority, and diſciplined 
officers of their own election. That theſe armed bodies wen 
daily increaſing in numbers and force, and had exerted their bef 
endeayours to procure military men of experience to commani ce 
them; ſome of them having expreſsly ſtated, that there w 
men enpugh to be had, but that officers were what they wanted, 
That arms and gunpowder, to a very large amount, much abe 
the common conſumption, had been recently ſent to Belfaſt a dy 
Newry, and that orders had been given for a much greater qua 
tity, which could be wanted only for military operations. That 
at Belfaſt large bodies of men in arms aſſembled nightly, wii" 
candle-light, to be drilled and exerciſed, and that repeated u. 
tempts were made to ſeduce the ſoldiery, which, much to the 
honour of the King's forces, had proved ineffeQual. That g 
the ſame period a body of men had been arrayed at Dublin, u- 
der the title of firſt battalion of national guards—their uniform 
copied from that of the French national guards, and marked 
with emblems of diſaffection. That the declared object of thel 
military preparations was to procure a reform of Parliament; 
hut that the plain and palpable intention was to overawe th 
Farliament and executive government, and to dictate to both." 
Your Committee next beg leave to recall your Lordſhips 
tention to a report made to the Houſe on the 12th of May 179] 
by the Lords' Committees, appointed to examine the matters & 
the ſealed-up papers received from the Commons on the 4th d 
the ſame month, by which it appears, . That the ſyſtem of war 
ſan, which had been eſtabliſhed in the year 1792 was then muck 
matured and extended under the influence and direct ion of nume * 
rous affiliated ſocieties, calling themſelves United Iriſhmen, ® 
conjunction with the aſſociated body of Defenders. That 2 fm. 
terous correſpondence and communication between the leadet 
and directors of the ſocieties of United Iriſhmen and the Exec 
tive Directory of the French republic had been carried on be. 
tween the month of June 1795 and the month of January 1] 
and 5 the means by which it had been carried on were diſli 
roved.”' 
* Your Committee are now enabled more fully and accurately 
Nate to your Lordſhips the nature and extent of the treaſon which 
fo. juſtly alarmed your Lordſhips in 1793, and which has recenll 
broken forth in open rebellion, having examined four 
who were members of the Executive BireQory of the Irib * 
volutionary, Union, namely, Arthur O*Connor, Eſq. who 1 
lately. tried at Maidſtone for high treaſon, William uud 
M*Nevin, doctor of phyſic, Thomas Addis Emmett, barrier 
law, and Oliver Bond, late convicted of treaſon, all of wh 
have, acknowledged themſelves iq have been 
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ind directors of the Iriſh Union, and that their object was, to 
ee a revolution in this kingdom, by ſeducing his Majeſty's 
ubjets from their allegiance, under a variety of ſpecious pres 
ences, and, by introducing a French army into their country, to 
ait them in this'moſt fonl and unnatural project. | 
The original conſtitution of the traitorous ſocieties of United 
[nſhmen, their gradual 33 to open rebellion, and the means 
by which they hoped to ſucceed in ſubverting the exiſting eftas 
pliſhments in church and ſtate, have been ſo fully detailed in for- 
mer reports upon the ſubjeR appearing on the — and b 
he report recently made by the Secret Committee of the Hou 
Commons, which has been communicated to your Lordſhips; 
t your Committee have forborn now to enter fo minutely into 
tis diſguſting ſubject, as they might otherwiſe have confidered 2 
iy incumbent on them; they have therefore taken up the detail 
f it from that period when the conſpiracy was ſo matured as to 
are for its avowed object the array and levy of a regular military 
oree, in every part of the kingdom, for the purpole of — 
be French, it they ſhould be enabled to make a deſcent upo 
is country; or, if foreign aſſiſtance could not be — of 
naking a general inſurrection, in the hope of ſubverting the 
nonarchy and eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, of ſeizing the perſons, 
 confiſcating the property of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, and 
{ eſtabliſhing a republican government, guaranteed by the 
der of France, It appears to your Commirtee, that the or- 
pnization, as it is called, by which the Directory of the Iriſh 
nion was enabled to levy a revolutionary army, was completed 
aide province of Ulſter on the 10th of May 1795. That the 
Heme of extending it to the other provinces was adopted at an 
arly period by the Iriſh Directory; but it does not appear to 
jour Committee that it made any conſiderable (progreſs beyond 
de northern province, before the autumn of 1796, when emiſ« 
nes were (ent into the province of Leinſter to propagate the 
item, It appeared diſtinctly to your Committee, that the ſtate 
elexts of parliamentary reform and Catholic emancipation 
eie tound ineffectual for the ſeduction of the people of that 
ſorince, and therefore the emiſſaries of treaſon, who had under · 
aten it, in order to prevail with them to adopt the ſyſtem of or- 
ation, firſt repreſented, that it was neceſfary in their own 
{nce, as their Proteſtant fellow- ſubjects had entered into 4 
demn league and covenant to deſtroy them, having ſworn ta 
ade up to their knees in Popiſh blood. | | 
The people were next taught to believe that their organization 
ould lead to the abolition of tithes, and to a diſtribution of 
dperty, inaſmuch as they would become members of 2 demo: 
xy which would govern the country; and under the inflaence 
theſe falſe, wicked, and artful ſuggeſtions, the ſyſtem: of or 
| 3 D 2 ganization 
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ganization appears to have been gradually extended by the emiſy.l 


ries of the Iriſh Directory into the provinces of Leinſier, Mun 
ſter, and Connaught. The better to impoſe on the people, the 
ſyſtem was firſt repreſented to be purely for civil or political pur 
poles. The interior ſocieties, at their original inſtitution, 

ſiſted each of thirty-ſix members; they were, however, after 
wards reduced to twelve: theſe twelve choſe a ſecretary and tre 
ſurer, and the ſecretaries of five of theſe ſocieties formed what 
was called a lower baronial committee, which had the immediat 
direction and ſuperintendance of the five ſocieties who thus con- 
tributed to its inſtitution. From each lower baronial committee 
thus conſtituted, one member was delegated to an upper baroni 

committee, which in like manner aſſumed and exerciſed the 
ſuperintendance and direction of all the lower baronial commit. 
tees in the ſeveral counties. The next ſuperior committees wen, 
in populous towns, diſtinguiſhed by the name of diſtri& con- 
mittees, and in counties by the name of -county committees, and 
were compoſed of members delegated by the upper baronials 
Each upper baronial committee delegated one of its memben u 
the diſtrict or county committee, and theſe diſtri or county 
committees had the ſuperintendance and direction of all the upper 
baronials, who contributed to their inſtitution, Having thus or- 
- ganized the ſeveral counties and populous towns, a ſubordinate 
directory was erected in cach of the four provinces, compoſed & 
two members, or three, according to the extent and population 
of the diſtricts which they repreſented, who were delegated 104 
provincial committee, which had the immediate direction and ſ- 
perintendance of the ſeveral county and diſtri committees i 
each of the four provinces; and a general executive direct; 
compoſed of five perſons, was elected by the provincial direds 
ries, but the election was ſo managed that none but the ſecret 
ries of the provincials knew on whom the election fell. It wal 
made by ballot, but not reported to the electors; the appoint 
ment was notified only to thoſe on whom the election &. 
volved : and the Executive Directory thus compoſed, aſſumed an 
exerciſed the ſupreme and uncontrolled command of the wha 
body of the Unian. 

- The manner of communicating the orders iſſued by the Ext: 
cutive Directory was peculiarly calculated to baffle detecla 
One member of the — alone communicated, with 


member of each provincial committee or directory. The cn 
was tranſmitted by him to the ſecretary of each county or diltnd 
committee in his province. The ſecretaries of the count) 

diſtrict committees communicated with the fecretaries of the F 
per baronials in each county ; they communicated with the 


taries of the lower baronial committees, who gave the order! 


the ſecretaries of each ſubordinate committee, by whow Lin 


* 


giver 
pes! k 
coal 
prop; 
ing t 
and 

that 

undi 
tinct 


0C 


( 3%9 ) | 
given to the ſeveral inferior members of the Union. It ap- 
pears 0 your Committee, that the leaders and directors of this 
conpiracy having completed this their revolutionary ſyſtem in the 
province of Ulſter, ſo early as the roth of May 1795; and hav- 
ing made confiderable progreſs in eſtabliſhing it in the autumn 
and winter of 1796, in the province of Leinſter, proceeded at 
that period to convert it into a military ſhape and form, for the 
undiſguiſed project of rebellion; and this project has been diſ- 
tinctly and unequivocally acknowledged by the aforeſaid Arthur 
O Connor, William James M*Nevin, Thomas Addis Emmett, 
and Oliver Bond, who have confeſſed themſelves to have been 
kading and active members of this conſpiracy, as will appear 
more diſtinctly to your Lordſhips from the confeſſions which 
they have made before your Committee, annexed by way of 
appendix to this Report. . | 

From the confeſſions of theſe perſons it appears to your Com- 
mittce, that the military organization, as they termed it, was 
grafted on the civil, That the ſecretary of each ſubordinate ſo- 
ciety, compoſed of twelve, was appointed. their petty or non- 
commiſlioned officer; that the delegate of five ſocieties to a 


lower baronial committee was commonly appointed captain of a 
vs 0. company, compoſed of the five ſocieties who had ſo delegated 
lie bim, and who made up the number of ſixty privates; and that 
ſed dB the delegate of ten lower baronials to the upper or diſtrict com- 
ation mittce was commonly appointed colonel of a battalion, which 


was thus compoſed of ſix hundred men: that the colonels of 
battalions in each county ſent in the names of three perſons to 
the Executive Directory of the Union, one of whom was ap- 
pointed by them adjutant-general of the county, whoſe duty it 
ech vas to receive and communicate military orders from the Execu- 
nende to the colonels of battalions, and in general to act as officers 
ni of the revolutionary ſtaff. In addition to this eſtabliſhment, it 
oint-n appears that a military committee was appointed by the Executive 
Directory to prepare a regular plan for aſſiſting a French army, 
if any ſuch ſhould make a landing in this kingdom, by directing 
the national military force, as it was called, to co-operate with 
them; or to form a regular plan of inſurrection in caſe it ſhould 
be ordered, without waiting for French aſſiſtance; and it ap- 
pears to your Committee, that a regular and digeſted plan of 
inlurrection was actually formed and reduced to writing, in 
April 1797, which was given up for that time only, from the te- 
pelentations ot the Executive Directory of the Union, that 
Ipcelly aud ef-Qtual aſſiſtance was promiſed from France. For 
the purpoſe of arming this body, orders were given by the Iriſh 

rectory, that every member ot the Union who had the means 
ſhould provide himſelf with fire-arms and ammunition 3 and 
that ſuch perſons, whaſe means would not afford any other wea- 


pons, 
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pons, ſhonld provide themſelves with pikes - which order 1 
peared to your Committee to have been executed in a very 
extent throughout the provinces of Ulſter, Leinſter, and Mun 
fler: — in the province of Connaught the emiſſaries of the Uni 
feem not to have been enabled to proceed farther in their ſyſten 
of treaſon than by adminiſtering oaths to the people; their ſu- 
ther progrefs ſeems to have been obſtructed by the vigorous exer 
tions of the executive government, when rebellion broke fork 
in acts of open hoſtility. It appears to your Commigtee, that 
the Directory of the Union having thus eſtabliſhed a revolution: 
ary government in themſelves over a great body of the people 
ifluet an order forbidding the uſe of any article of confumptias 
hable to the exciſc duties, which order was ſtated to your Com 
mittee by the aforeſaid perſons, who had been members of the 
republican Directory, to have been generally and implicith 
obeyed. —And it further appeared to your Committee, from the 
teſtimony of the ſame perſons, or ſome of them, that an orde 
had been alſo iſſued by the ſame Directory to ſtop the currency d 
bank notes, and to forbid the purchaſe of quit-rents payable u 
the Crown, which, by an act of this ſeſhon, have been veſted in 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, to be ſold for the ſer 
vice of the current year, with a threat on the part of the Dire6 
tory, that ſuch a fale would be diſallowed at the approaching 
revolution, as an anticipation of its reſources, ; | 

Your Committee having thus detailed the ſyſtem of treaſon and 
rebellion eſtabliſhed within this kingdom, which has been ſo z. 
knowledged by ſome of the moſt active and confidential memberi 
of the Irith revolutionary Directory, will now proceed to opel 
to your Lordſhips their dark and deſperate deſigns, which hart 
been confeſſed by them, of betraying their country io a rapacioul 
and mercileſs foreign enemy. | 

It appears to your Committee, that early in the year 1796 1 
propofition was made from the Executive Directory of the French 
republic, dy Theobald Wolfe Tone, late a barriſter of this cout" 
try, who abſconded ſhorily after the eonviction of a man of te 
pame of Jackfon, for treaſon, in the year 1794, to the Executm 
Directory of the Iriſh Union, tliat a French army ſhould be (ent 
to Ireland. to affiſt the republicans of this country in fubverting 
the monarchy, and ſeparating Ireland from the Britiſh Con 
The aforcfaid Meſfrs. Arthur O*Connor, Thomas Addis En. 
mett, William M*Nevin, and Oliver Bond, all of whom: ha 
been members of the Iriſh republican Directory, have de 


to your Committee, that this was the firſt communication with 
theit knowledge which took place between the Iriſh ang the Fend 


DireQories, and that the propoſition originally moved _ 


France; your Committee, however, are of opinion, that 
communication thus made to the Iriſh Dir c Qory n 
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cone muſt have taken place in conſequence of ati application origiu- 
ing with ſome members of the Iriſh Union, inaſmuch as it appeats 
theReport of the Secret Committee of this Houſe, made in the laſt 
fon of Parliament, that a meſſenger had been diſpatched by the ſo- 
ety of United Iriſhmen to the Executive Directory of the French 
public, upon a treaſonable miſſion, between the month of June 
795 and the month of January 1796, at which time the meſſen- 
er ſo ſent had returned to Ireland; and your Committee have 
dong reaſon to believe that Edward John Lewins, who now is 
d has been for a conſiderable time the accredited reſident ambaſ- 
jor of the Iriſh rebellious Union to the French republic, was 
he perſon thus diſpatched in the ſummer of 1795. It appears 
oyour Committee, that the propoſition ſo made by the French 
Directory, of aſſiſtance to the rebels of this kingdom, was taken 
to conſideration by the Executive Directory of the Iriſh Union 
mediately after it was communicated to them; that they did 
tee to accept the proffered aſſiſtance, and that their determina- 
jon was made known to the Directory of the French republic by 
ſpecial meſſenger; and your Committee have ſtrong reaſon to 
telieve, that the invaſion of this kingdom, which was afterwards 
tempted, was fully arranged at an interview which took place 


tween Lord Edward Fitzgerald, the aforeſaid Mr. Arthur 
Connor, and General Hoche. It appears to your Committee, 
hat in the month of October or November 1796, the hoſtile 
rmament which ſoon after appeared in Bantry Bay, was an- 
ounced to the Iriſh Directory by a ſpecial meſſenger diſpatched 
rom France, who was alſo inſtructed to inquire into the ſtate of 
reparation in which this country ſtood, which army was then 
ated to the Iriſh Directory to conſiſt of fifteen thouſand troops, 
ogether with a conſiderable quantity of arms and ammunition in- 
ended for the uſe of the Iriſh republican Union: in a few days 
ner the departure of the meſſenger who had been thus ſent 10 
announce the ſpeedy arrival of this armament on the coaſts of this 
ngdom, it appears to your Committee, that a letter from 
France was received by the Iriſh DireQory, which was conſidered: 
dy them as authentic, ſtating, that the projected deſcent was 
poltponed for ſome months; and to this circumſtance it has been 
urly acknowledged to your Committee, by one of the Iriſh 
Directory, that this country was indebted for the good conduct of 
he people in the province of Munſter, when the enemy appeared 
0 Bantry Bay. He has confeſſed that theſe contradiftory com - 
nunications threw the Iriſh Directory off their guard, in conſe- 
uence of which they omitted to prepare the people for the recep- 
ion of the enemy. He has confeſſed that the people were loyal, 
Rauſe they were left to themſelves. It appears to your Com- 
mite, that after the attempt to invade this kingdom in A 
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ber 1796 had failed, the Iriſh Directory renewed their ſolicit 


tions to France for aſſiſtance, and it was determined by them to 
eſtabliſh a regular communication and correſpondence with the 
Directory of France, by a reſident accredited Iriih miniſter x 
Paris ;—accordingly it appears to your Committee, that in Apri 
1797, Edward John Lewins of this city, attorney at law, wa 
diſpatched from hence, under the aſſumed name of Thowpſ,s 
act as the miniſter of the Iriſh republican Directory at Paris, 


That he went by way of Hamburgh, where he obfained a letter 


of credence from the French miniſter to General Hoche, with 
whom he had a conference at Franckfort, from whence he 

ceeded to Paris, where he has continued to reſide from that time, 
as the miniſter of the Executive Directory of the republic d 
Ireland. It appears to your Committee, that in June 379), a 
fecond meſſenger, Doctor William James M Nevin, was di- 
patched by the ſame Directory to Paris, with more preciſe is 


ſtructions than they were enabled to give to Lewins, and tha 


M*Nevin alſo took Hamburgh in his way, where finding ſome 
difficulty in obtaining a pallport from Rheynhart the French 
miniſter to enable him to go to Paris, he preſented a memoir in 


| writing to that miniſter, containing the ſubſtance of his inſtme- 


tions from his employers, to be tranſmited to the DireRory d 
the French republic. M Nevin has ſtated to your Committee the 
principal points of this memoir, in which it was recommended 
particularly to the Directory of the French republic, on thei 
next attack upon this kingdom, rather to make l 
Oyſterhaven than at Bantry, as the reduction of the city of 

would be thereby conſiderably facilitated—and he has ſtated, that 
it alſo contained every ſpecies of information which occurred to 
the Iriſh Directory as uſeful to the enemy in their projedel 
invaſion of this kingdom, the particulars of which your Com- 
mittee forbear further to detail, as they have annexed the ad 
M*«Nevin's confeſſion made io them by way of appendix to thi 
Report. It appears to your Committee, that the ſaid M*Nenn 


having obtained a paſſport from the French miniſter at Ham. 
 burgh, ſoon after the delivery of his memoir to him, pr 


directly to Paris, where he had ſeveral conferences with ſome 
the miniſters of the French republic, in which he preſſed ſtrong 
upon them the advantages of a ſecond armament againſt 
kingdom, in which an. additional ſupply of arms was repreſented 
as neceſſary, from the ſeizure which had been made, by order 
Government, of arms which had been collected for rebellion i 
the northern province; and the expenſes of this armament, u 
well as of that which had already failed, he undertook, for i 
Iriſh Directory, ſhould be defrayed on the eſtabliſhment of 
republic in Ireland: and in theſe conferences it appears to Jon 


Committee, that it was ſtrongly impreſſed upon the ow 
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Directory to make the ſeparation of Ireland from the kingdom of 
Great Britain an indiſpenſable condition of any treaty of peace which 
might be concluded in conſequence of the negotiation which then: 
depended at Liſle. The better to impreſs his arguments, a ſecond 
written memoir was preſented by the ſaid M*Nevin, enforcing. 
x ſtrongly as he could every thing which he had theretofore 
urged to encourage the invaſion of this kingdom by a French 
force, and to induce the Directory of the French republic to 
continue the war with Great Britain, until Ireland ſhould be 
ſeparated from the Britiſh Crown: and it appears to your Com- 
mittee, that M*Nevin was further inſtructed to negotiate a loan 
of half a million in France or Spain for the Iriſh Directory, on 
the ſecurity of the revolution which they meditated, but that in 
this object of his miſſion he failed altogether. It appears to 
your Committee that immediately after the negotiation at Liſle 
was broken off, information of it was ſent from France to the 
[ih Directory, with aſſurances that the French government 
would never abandon the caufe of the Iriſh Union, nor make 
peace with Great Britain, until the ſeparation of Ireland from 
the Britiſh Crown was effected; and with freſh aſſurances of a 
ſpeedy invaſion, which have frequently been renewed ſince that 
period. It appears to your Committee that the ſaid M*Nevin 
returned to this kingdom in October 1797, when he made his 
report to the Iriſh Directory of the reſult of his miſſion, and 
that they might rely with confidence on the promiſed ſuccours 
from France; and it has alſo appeared to your Committee that 
in July or Auguſt 19979, the Iriſh Directory received a diſpatch 
from their miniſter at Paris, announcing the Dutch armament in 
the Texel intended againſt this kingdom, which was baffled and 
comfited by the ever memorable and perſevering valour of the 
Britiſh fleet commanded by Lord Duncan. It appears to your 
Committee that three ſeveral diſpatches have been received by the. 
Iriſh Directory from their miniſter at Paris ſince October 1797; 
the two firſt contained a renewal generally of the former aſſur- 
ances of friendſhip and ſupport given by the Directory of the 
French republic; the laſt announced that the projected invaſion 
of Ireland would be made in the month of April 1998. And it 
appears to your Committee that a diſpatch for the Directory of 
the French republic, earneſtly preſſing for the promiſed ſuccours, 
Was made up by the Iriſh Directory, late in December 1797, or early 
n January 1998, which one of them undertook to have conveyed to 
ance; but that the attempt failed. It has been ſtated to your Com- 
Palttee by one of the rebel Directory of Ireland who was privy 
o this act of treaſon, that the diſpatch was not to be ſent through 
t Britain; but he did not explain to your Committee any 
reaſon on which this aſſertion was founded, nor any other route 
Vor. VII. 3 E by 
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Firſt to their diſapprobation of an act of Parliament paſſed in the 


country had not in part learned thus to palliate their treaſon from 


the Inſurrection AR, your Committee have only to obſerve, thut i 
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by which the meſſenger was to make his way t6 France, The 
feveral perſons aforeſaid who have ſo confeſſed themſelves to have 
been members of the Executive revolutionary Directory of the 
Trith rebels, and acknowledged their traitorous correſpondence 
and connexion with the Directory of the Freneh republic, have 
endeavoured to palliate this branch of their treaſon by aſeribing it, 


year 1796 to prevent inſurrection, next to their diſappointment 
in obtaining a parliamentary reform, and laſtly by repreſenting 
their difinclination to negotiate with France for a greater force 
than might enable them to ſubvert the monarchy, and retain the 
overnment of this country in their own hands. 

The falſehood and abſurdity of theſe pretences are ſo manifel, 
that your Committee would have thought it unbecoming to adver 
to them in their Report, if theſe avowed traitors to their King ard 


erſons of à very different deſcription in Great Britain and In- 
and, who, fatally for the peace of this kingdom and the ſecurity 
of the Britiſh empire, have during the progreſs of this moſt foul 
and unnatural rebellion, from utter ignorance and miſinformation 
on the ſubject, as your Committee muſt preſume, publicly and 
repeatedly palliated, if not juſtified, that ſyſtem of treaſon which 
had well nigh involved this once happy and flouriſhing kingdon 
in all the miſeries of the French revolution. With reſped ts 


Paſſed into a law on the 24th of March 1796, and/was not put Jef 
into execution before the 14th of November 1796, on which dy Di 
the firſt proclamation which iſſued under the iſions of it thi 
bears date, and that the introduction of it into the ſe of Com- . 
mons was long ſubſequent to the period when it (appears that the the 
connexion and correſpondence of the Iriſh Union. with the Direc- * 
tory of the French republic firſt commenced ; and that it ws oy 
enacted in conſequence of a ſyſtem of midnight murder, robber), ans 
and outrage, which began in 1792, and was ſo matured in 5 
under the influence and direction of the Iriſh Union, as near Ir 
to depopulate a very conſiderable diſtri in two of the provinces Pa 
of every loyal and peaceable inhabitant of it. With reſpe@ d ger 
rliamentary reform, your Committee have to obſerve, that mi 
was diſtinctiy acknowledged by the perſons, who, in their on p. 
phraſe, have taken upon them to think for the people, that 9 the 
reform of Parliament will ſatisfy them which does not nent, 8 a 
farily involve in it the ſubverſion of all eccleſiaſtical eſtablid” Wy _ 
ments Proteſtant and Popiſh, and the gradual ſeparation of thus | 
kingdom from the Britiſh Crown; and that no plan of reſo Pr 
will ſatisfy them ſhort of an Houſe of Commons purely democm- 1 
the 


tic. It was further alleged by the ſeveral perſons who — 
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edged their traitorous conpexion with France, that the imme - 
diate cauſe of their eſtabliſhing a reſident agent at Paris, was the 
rejeion of a plan of reform which was propoſed in 1797 in the | 
Houſe of Commons, which plan they ſaid would have ſatisfied 
the people. But the palpable falſehood of this aſſertion appears 
by the Journals of the Houſe of Commons; for theſe perſons 
have all confeſſed that their reſident agent was diſpatched by them 
to Paris in April 1797, with inſtructions to negotiate a treaty 
with the Directory of France; and the propoſition for parlia- 
mentary reform, to the rejection of which they pretend to aſcribe 
the miſſion of Lewins, was not made till the 15th of May 1797. 
As to Catholic emancipation (as it is called), it was admitted by 
them all to have been a mere pretence from the firſt eſtabliſhment 
of the Iriſh Union, aud that if they had been enabled to ſucceed 
in their plan of reform and revolution, it would have involved in 
it equally the deſtruction of the Proteſtant and Popiſh religion 
the ſaid M*Nevin having diſtinctly acknowledged that the inten- 
tion was to. aboliſh all church eſtabliſhment, and not to have any 
eſtabliſhed religion, and that, for his own part, he would as ſoon 
eſtablith the Mahometan as the Popiſh religion, though he was 
himſelf a Roman Catholic. 
With reſpect to their diſinelination to negotiate for a French 
force to be ſent into this kingdom of ſufficient magnitude to con- 
quer it—the idea of ſetting bounds to the ambition and rapacity af 
that power, if once enabled to eſtabliſh itſelf here, is too abſurd to 
deſerve any notice; but it appears to your Committee, that the 
Directory of France have therefore declined to ſend any force to 
this country which will not enable them to dictate ſuch terms to it 
s they may think fit, although it appears to have been urged to 
them, on the part of the Iriſh rebels, particularly by Lord Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald, that the beſt expedient for accompliſhing a re- 
yolution here would be, to diſpatch faſt-ſailing frigates to the coaſt 
vith ſmall bodies of troops, and conſiderable ſupplies of arms and 
military ſtores, together with officers qualified to diſcipline the 
[riſh peaſantry; but from a letter ſuppoſed to be written from 
Paris by Lewins, the Iriſh agent, to the ſaid Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald, which he read, ſhortly before his arreſt, to John Cor- 
mick, a colonel in the rebel army of Dublin, it appears that the 
Directory of France diſapproved of any ſuch plan of carrying 
their object the terms of the letter are: The truſtees have 
refuſed to advance the 50000. on the ſecurity ; they will not make 
1 advance till they have the whole ſum ready.” 

pon a review of this ſubject, of the evidence which has been 
collected, and of all thoſe facts of notoriety which have taken place 
in this kingdom for the laſt eight years, your Committee feel 
demſe]}ues fully warranted 10 _ that thece has been, * 
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Crown, by inculcating the principles, and adopting the mean 
pate the nobility, and ſubvert the monarchy of France, 


| warded at an early period, from this faction to the French Ns 
tional Aſſembly, to their commemorations of French feſtivals 
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detection and puniſhment. 


France; and to the impudent falſehoods and calumnies propa 
with ſimilar induſtry by the ſame faction, and by. their partifaty 


were compelled to reſort, for the ſuppreſſion of midnight robde 


' theſe —— evils. 


prejudices, and diſtinctions of the country, which were _—— 
: | 8 
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the whole of that period, a ſeditious and treaſonable faction in 
this country, whoſe object has been to ſubvert the conſtitution 
in church and ſtate, and to ſeparate Ireland from the Brit 
which were ſucceſsfully employed to aboliſh the religion, extr- 

Your Committee here allude to the addrefſes which were for. 


particularly the 14th of July, to their attempts made to perven do 
the loyal inſtitution of volunteers to the purpoſes of rebellion, by WWpcop 


reviving it on the ſyſtem of the French national guards ; to the Y 
inſtitution of the original ſocieties of United [riſhmen, their WWpcar: 
various ſeditious and treaſonable publications in favour of the WWrilin 


French and republican ſyſtem, vilifying and, degrading the WW tio 
Government and Parliament of their own cauntry, particularly M edab 
dy repreſenting the Houſe of Commons, as it is conſtituted, no: oft 
to be a legitimate branch of the Legiſlature ; that jt was in its WW lic 


original formation a violation of the rights of the people, and mon 


has continued to be an uſurpation on them; to their perſevering Y 
induſtry in iſſuing and circulating theſe and all other publications have 
at the cheapeſt rate amongſt the lower orders of the people, which ald 
could alienate their minds from the duty of allegiance, and incul Maj 
cate the principles of inſubordination, revolt, and irreligion ; and corp 
to their attempts, in intitation of the French revolutioniſts, to form whi 
a national convention. | | hays 


Your Committee further allude to the ſyſtem. of organization con! 


which they have already detailed, which appears to them to have to t 
deen formed by this faction when their open attempts to ſubvert the the 
'conſtitution were fruſtrated by the Convention Act; and to the the 


ſecret obligations which they impoſed upon their aſſociates, to elude 


Your Committee farther allude to the meaſures which were put- 
{ed by the ſame faction to intimidate the reſident gentlemen ot the 
country by midnight attacks, in order to drive them from then 
houſes, or to enforce their connivance or ſupport—a courſe which 
your Committee underſtand was purſued: with fatal ſucceſs in 


repreſenting the means to which the Government and Parliament 


and murder, and for the diſcomfiture of rebellion, as the ſource 


Your Committee farther allude to the inſidious addreſs uſed by 
the ſame faction, in turning to their purpoſes the religious feuds, 
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ally by their wicked machinations; at one time flattering the 
ons and hopes of the higher order of the Catholics, at the mo- 

ment in which they meditated their deſtruction, and at another, 

fimulating the lower ranks to indiſcriminate acts of outrage and 

reageance againſt their loyal fellow-ſubjeQts, 

our Committee farther allude to the plan formed by the ſame 


ation, of arraying and regimenting the whole maſs of the 


people, of ſu plying them with arms and ammunition forced from 

the loyal, and of eſtabliſhing in every part of the country manu- 

atories of pikes to be diſtributed amongſt the loweſt ranks of the 
le, 

Your Committee farther allude to the early diſpoſition-which ap- 
peared in the leaders of the ſame faction to correſpond with the 
ling powers of France, to obtain French aſſiſtance in their revo- 
lutionary projects, and to the regular ſyſtem which they afterwards 
eſtabliſhed, for connecting themſelves with the Executive Directory 
of the French republic, wherein they appear to have acted as the 
mling powers of the country, negotiating treaties and loans of 
money with foreign ſtates. | 

Your Committee farther allude to the repeated attempts which. 
have been made by the ſame faction to ſeduce the King's troops of 
all deſcriptions from their allegiance, and their attempts to deter his 
Majeſty's loyal ſubjects from enrolling themſelves in the yeomanry 
corps; to their plans of inſurrection, maſſacre, and confiſcation, 
which have been clearly proved againſt ſome of their leaders, who 
have been convicted of treaſon by due courſe of law, and have been 
confeſſed by others of them before your Committee; and above all, 
to the deſperate project of the ſame faction to corrupt the youth of 
the country, by introducing their organized ſyſtem of treaſon into 
the univerſity ; which attempt was bappily fruſtrated by the timely, 
nterpoſition of the viſitors of Trinity College, and by the high 
ſpirit of honour and loyalty of the great body of ſtudents in that 
learned ſeminary, | v4 is . 

Your Committee farther allude to the various inſurrections which 
were meditated, as well as thoſe which have actually taken 
place; to the late deſtructive rebellion, and the preſent invaſion 
dy a French force, which your Committee feel themſelves war- 
rnted in ſtating accurately to correſpond with the plan of revo- 
lutionizing this country, which was recommended by Lord Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald. a | . 

It appears to your Committee, that the Government and Legiſ- 
lature being ſenſible of the deſigns thus meditated againſt the conſti- 
tion of this kingdom, felt themſelves bound to reſiſt every demand 
which was made upon them by the ſame faction, with a view to 
effect their traitorous purpoſes; and as it appears from the confeſſiun 
of ſome of the moſt — notorious traitors engaged in this 
; ö conſpiracy, 


government, adopted in March 1797, and purſued from the fame 


that no effort ſhould remain untried to open their * to the ern 


1 


conſpiracy, that what they termed Catholic emancipation and pas 
liamentary refurm, were conſidered as the ſureſt means of accu 
pliſhing their rebellious projects, your Committee cannot but a 
plaud the wiſdom and diſcretion of Parliament in withholding the 
aſſent to ſuch wild and fatal conceſſions. If any thing was want 
in proof of their wiſdom, it is ſupplied by a reſolution entered ini 
by the rebel provincial commitiees of Ulſter and Leinſter on th 
rgth February 1798, the day on which a propoſition was made u 
your Lordſhips of conceſſion and conciliation to the people, az 
probable meaſure to tranquillize the country. This refolutionw 
agreed to in the ſame words and on the ſame day, 19th Feb: 
1798, by two provincial committees, one afſembled at Armagh 
the other at Dublin; it has been authenticated to your Commine 
and appears to have been officially reported tothe Executive Dire 
tory of the rebellious Union, and is in the following words: 
% Reſolved, that we will pay no attention whatever to any a 
tempt that may be made by either Houſe of Parliament to d 
vert the public mind from the grand object we have in view, 
nothing thort of the complete emantipation of our country wil 
ſatisfy us.” | | 
On the whole, your Committee attribute the ſalvation of thi 
kingdom to the vigorous and deciſive meaſures of the execute 


period; and to the firmneſs of Parliament, who, always diſpoſed 
promote the welfare and happineſs of the people, have evinced 
determined reſolution never to yield to the artifices of traitc 
what is intended only for the ſubverſion of the conſtitution,-M 
qo” E think it their bounden duty to ſtate 10 ye 
ordſhips, that although it appears to them that the ſyſtem 
treaſon and rebellion which had been eſtabliſhed, is for the preiet 
conſiderably ſhaken, yet that, having fatally taken deep root in 
country, it will require unceaſing vigilance and attention, in eve 
department of the ſtate, to guard againſt the revival of it. 
Your Committee have to lament deeply the facility with whid 
the lower orders of the people may be ſeduced from their allegian 
and cannot but repreſent to your Lordſhips their decided opiniv 


which they have invariably ſuffered by yielding to ſeduction, 
the wicked artifices of that traitorous aſſociation which has ale 
involved them in extreme and complicated miſeries. 

Your Committee have thought it their duty to annex by wii 
appendix to this Report, the confeſſions of their treaſons 
oath, by ſome of the moſt notorious and leading traitors who bn 
been engaged in this conſpiracy, and who have thrown: 
on his Majeſty's clemency. 


And your Committee beg leave alſo to refer-youg e 
755 2 : 1 
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zport of the Committee of Secrecy of the Houſe of Commons, 
hich will be found to contain moſt intereſting and important de- 


s upon this ſubject, all of which are fully illuſtrated and prov 
the Appendix annexcd to this Report “. | 


(SY 1 


hd x 


e Miniſters Plenipatentiary and Envoys Extraerdinery fram the 
United States of America to the French Republic, to the Miniſier 
of Exterior Relations. | 


Citizen Miniſter, 


7OUR letter of the 28th Ventoſe (18th March), in anſwer to a 
1 memorial of the underſigned, dated 17th January, was re- 
ed the day after its date, and has been conſidered with the moſt 
ſpectful attention. | 

In that memorial, the underſigned, without furniſhing cauſe 
x reproach, might have limited themſelves to a ſtatement of the 
merous and well-founded complaints of the nation they repre- 
. They have been induced to extend their obſervations to 
her ſubjects, by that ſincere deſire to re-eſtabliſh harmony and 
tual confidence between the two republics, which the govern- 
ent of the United States has never ceaſed to feel and to expreſs. 
wpoſing that thoſe miſrepreſentations to which human actions 
d human ſentiments muſt ever continue to be expoſed, might 
pe impreſſed on the mind of the French government, occupied 
ih the great and intereſting events of Europe, the unfounded ſuſ- 
tion of partiality, on the part of America, for the enemies of 
nnce, the underſigned cheriſhed the hope that a complete review 
the conduct of their government, accompanied with a candid 
| thorough inveſtigation of the real principles on which that 
duct was founded, by removing prejudices, might reſtore ſen- 
— which the United States have ever ſought, and ſtill ſeek to 
erve, | 

la taking this review, it was obvious that a minute diſcuſſion of 
ry particular fact might encumber the examination with details 
ch previous explanations had rendered unneceſſary, and there- 
it was confined to thoſe leading meaſures of which the parti- 
[caſes were the neceſſary reſult. | The underſigned, however, 
Clared, and they ſtill declare, that if the government of the 
aued States has given juſt cauſe ef complaint to that of France, 
my caſe, they are ready to conſider and to compenſate the 
Jury: that negotiation, the opening of which they have for 


" The ſame reaſons that occaſioned the omiſſion of the Appendix to the 
It of the Committee of Secrecy of the H«-uſe of Commons, have in- 
ed us to omit the Appendix to the Report of the Committee of Secrecy 
Le Houſe of Lords. a . 
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nearly ſix months unremittingly ſolicited and patiently attend 
would, if entered upon, demonſtrate the ſincerity of this dec 

Still animated by the ſame ſpirit which has dictated all their ef 
forts to approach this republic, ſtil] ſearching to remove unf 
vourable impreſſions by a candid diſplay of truths, and a fran 
maniſeſtation of the principles which have really governed th 
United States, and ſtill endeavouring thereby to facilitate the re 


Friends of each other, the underſigned will lay before you t 
reſult of their reflections on your letter of the 28th Vente 
Whatever force you may pleaſe to allow to their obſervation 
the relative ſituation of the two republics, it is hoped, will u 
fail to convince you that they proceed from the moſt perfeRt cu 
viction of their juſtice. 


You contend, Citizen Miniſter, that the priority of complai 
is on the fide of France, and that thoſe meaſures which have ſoit 


jured and oppreſſed the people of the United States, have be diſcla 
produced by the previous conduct of their government. letter 

To this the underſigned will now only obſerve, that if Fm Was | 
can juſtly complain of any act of the government of the Unite Unite 


States, whether that act be prior or ſubſequent to the wrongs remade 


ceived by that government, a diſpoſition and a wiſh to do in nem: 
caſe what juſtice and friendſhip may require is openly avowed, a «* 
will continue to be manifeſted. | | the ca 
Your complaints againſt the United States may be claſſed uni mult | 
three heads: | e 17th : 
1ſt. The inexecution of their treates with France. arreſt 


2dly. The treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation torn 

with Great Britain, | : 
dly. The conduct of their government ſince that treaty. 

If the underſigned ſhall be diſappointed in their hope to con 
you, that on no one of theſe points can their government be jul 
inculpated, yet they perſuade themſelves that the demonſtration & 
the good faith and upright intention with which it has ever at 
will be complete and ſatisfactory. This being proved, and 
tender of compenſation for any unintentional wrong being made, 8 
baſe for accommodation is offered, which they muſt yet hope # 
be acceptable to France. ; 

iſt. The inexecution of the treaties between the United dun 
and France. Under this head you complain, firſt, That from 
commencement of the war, the American tribunals have, 10% 
fe, pretended to the right of taking cogniſance of the vaidij a 
prizes brought into the ports of the United States, 

2dly. That againſt the textual ſenſe of the treaty, the g% 


C 
ports, after having captured property or veſſels belonging do French 


citizens. 

gay. That it has ordered the arreſt of a national corvette, un- 
chored in the port of Philadelphia, and that the arreſtation has ex- 
tended to the captain commandant. 

qthly. The refuſal to provide the means to execute the conſulat 
convention, 

Theſe complaints ſhall be conſidered in the order in which they 
are made. | | 

iſt, From the commencement of the war, the American tri- 
bunals have, in effect, pretended to the right of taking cogniſance 
of the validity of-prizes brought into the ports of the United States 
by French cruiſers.” 

You have not been pleaſed to ſtate a caſe in which this right has 
been aſſerted, and the underſigned are perſuaded that no ſuch caſe 
exits. ; 

Far from aſſerting it, the governmedt of America has expreſsly 
diſclaimed it. Mr. Jefferſon, the then ſecretary of ſtate, in his 
ter to Mr. Morris of the 16th of Auguſt 1793, which letter 
wa» laid before the French government, declares, „ that the 
United States do not pretend any right to try the validity of captures 
made on the high ſeas by France, or any other nation, on its 
enemies, 

« Theſe queſtions belong, of common uſage, to the ſovereign of 
the captor, and whenever it is neceſſary to determine them, ref 
mult be had to his courts. This is the caſe provided for in the 
11th article of the treaty, which ſays, that ſuch prizes ſhall not be 
arreſted, nor cognifance taken of the validity thereof; a ſtipula- 
ion much inſiſted on by Mr. Genet and the conſuls, and which 
ve never thought of infringing or queſtioning.” 

Mr. Randolph, the ſucceſſor of Mr. Jefferſon, in his letter to 
Mr. Fauchet, of the 29th May 1795, ſays, As to prizes 
made by legal cruiſers on the high ſeas, it never was the intention 
of the Preſident to interpoſe, he having abſtained (as the 15th ar- 
ele of our treaty of commerce imports) from examining into their 
lu fulneſs.“ 

Mr. Monroe, in his letter to your predeceſſor, of the 15th 
March 1796, ſays, “ You will obſerve, I admit the principl 
' 2 prize was taken upon the high ſeas, and by a privateer 
Wt Within the republic, or its dominions, that in ſuch caſe 
ur courts have no right to take cogniſance of its validity. But 
wm, caſe of this kind alleged? I preſume none is or can be 

But the United States have deemed it an indiſpenſable duty to pre- 
ent, ſo far as they could prevent, the practice of hoſtility againſt 
Mons with whom they were at peace, within thelr own limits, 
by privateers fitted out in their own ports. 

Vol. VII. 3 F | For 
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ſon, the underſigned will again refer to the letter of Mr, Jeffer. 
ſan already quoted : . | 
Another decttine advanced by Mr, Genet is, that our courts 
can take, no cogniſance of queſtions, whether veſſels held 
them as prizes, are lawful prizes or not; that this juriſdiQion 
belongs excluſively to their conſulates here, which have been 
lately erected by the National Aſſembly into complete courts of 
admiralty. . ; 

Lei us conſider, firſt, what is the extent of the juriſdiQion 
which the conſulates of France may rightfully exerciſe here, 
Every nation has, of natural right, entirely and excluſively, al 
the juriſdition which may be rightfully exerciſed in the territory it 
occupies. If it cedes any portion of that juriſdiction to judges ap- 
pointed by another nation, the limits of their power muſt depend 


have, by their conſular convention, given mutually;to their con- 
ſuls juriſdiQion in certain caſes eſpecially enumerated, But that 
convention gives to neither the power of eſtabliſhing complet 
courts of admiralty within the territory of the other, nor even on 
deciding the particular queſtion of prize or not prize. The con- 
ſulates of France then cannot take judicial cogniſance of thoſe 
queſtions here. | | 

Of this opinion Mr. Genet was when he-wrote his letter of 
May 7% wherein he promiſes to correct the error of the conſul 
at Charleſton, of whom in my letter of the 1 5th-I had complained 


quent letters he has thought proper to embark in the errors of hu 
conſuls, - | . 

« The real queſtion is, whether the United States have not4 
right to protect veſſels within their waters, and on their coals! 
The Grange was taken within the Delaware, between the ſhort! 
of the Jerſeys and of the Delaware ſtate, and ſeyeral miles abo 
its mouth. The ſeizing of her was a flagrant violation of tk 
Juriſdition of the United States, Mr. Genet, however, in 


The William js faid to have been taken within tw miles of the 
ſhores of the United States. When the admiralty declined oog 
ſance of the caſe, ſhe was delivered to the French conſul, acco 
ing to my letter of June 25th, to be kept until the Executive of nt 
United States ſhould. examine into the caſe ; and Mr. Genet * 
deſired, by my letter of June 29th, to have them furniſhed vm 
the evidence on behalf of the captors, as to the place of capiu 
et to this day it has never been done, The brig Fanny 1 
— to be taken within five miles from our ſhore: the 7 
rine within twp miles and a half. It is an eſſential attribute * 
the Juriſdiction 2 every country to preſerve Peace and 775 
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v breach of it, and to reſtore property taken by force within its 
limits, Were the armed veſſel of any nation to cut away one of 
our own from the wharves of Philadelphia, and to chooſe to call it 
prize, would this exclude us from the right of redreſſing the 
wrong? Were it the veſſel of another nation, are we not equally 
bound to protect it while within our limits? Were it ſeized in an 
other waters or on the ſhores of the United States, the right of re- 
trefling it is ſtill the ſame: and humbled indeed would be our con- 
lion, were we obliged to depend for that on the will of a foreign 
conſul, or on any negotiation with diplomatic agents. Accord- 
nely this right of protection within its waters, and to a rea- 
ſonable diſtance on its coaſts, has been acknowledged by every na- 
tion, and denied io none; and if the property ſeized be yet within 
their power, it is their right and duty to redreſs the wrong them- 
ſelves, . < 
« France herſelf has aſſerted the right in herſelf, and recogniſed 
tin us, in the 6th article of our treaty, Where we mutually ſti- 
pulate that we will, by all the means in our power (not by nego- 
tiation), protect and defend each other's veſſels and effects in our 
ports or roads, or on the ſeas near our countries, and recover and 
teſtore the ſame to the right owners. The United Netherlands, 
Pruſſia, and Sweden, have recogniſed it alſo in treaties with us; 
pnd indeed it is a ſtanding formule inſerted in almoſt all the treaties 
l all nations, and proving the principle to be acknowledged by, 
nations.“ 6 10 | 
la the letter of Mr. Randolph to Mr. Fauchet, already cited, 
hat gentleman reſumes this ſubject, and Mr. Fauchet'in anſwer 
ys, © The admiralty courts have always ceded to the entreaties 
our enemies for their intervention in prize cauſes: in truth, 
quently and almoſt conſtantly,. by uſing the double plea of 
Mich you ſpoke to me, that is to ſay, by arguing either of ſeizure. 
thin the juriſdiction line of the United States, or of armament, 
X augmentation of armament of the capturing veſſels in their 
forts. On this ſubject, Sir, you requeſt me to ſpecify a circum- 
ace where a prize was arreſted, which did not come under that 
nomination ; and you take the trouble to eſtabſiſh, that they 
we a right to intervene in every caſe tliat can Ve brought under, 
boſe heads. In the firſt place, Sir, I never have, at leaſt to my 
le&ion, conteſted! the tight of your courts, or of the go- 
3 to interfere in matters of the nature of thoſe you men- 
r would ſeem to be inconteſtable, that the principle aſſerted by 
United States, which indeed is an unqueſtionable principle, 
= been admitted in its utmoſt latitude by — It is believed 
uin the execution of this principle, the government and triby- 
ls have only been guided by a ſenſe of duty and the obligations of 
"ce, If in any caſe that can be ſelected, wrong has uninten-' 
3F 2 |  HUonally 
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pnally been committed, that wrong has grown inevitably out 
dhe helles of the United States, and of the conduct of 
be 


ſons they have been unable to control, and will with readine 
corrected. 70 
adly. That apint the textual ſenſe of the treaty, the govems 
ent has permitted the ſhips of the enemy to come to iu their ports Ne 
after having captured property or veſſels belonging to French d 
tizens.“ b | 
fit is to be regretted, that you have not been pleaſed to ſtate ſome e 
particular caſe, if the caſe be founded on a fact, which has man- rn 
feſted this permiſſion; or, if it be founded in principle, the preci 
difference between the couſtruQion given by the Preſident of n 
United States to the article of the treaty of the 6th of Febray 
778, relative to this ſubject, and that for which you may contend, 
or the want of ſuch a guide, the underſigned may diſcuſsunneceh 
ſary points, without giving you complete FatisfaQion on that which 
in your mind may conſtitute the real difficulty. enn 
| The 17th article is in theſe words : * It thall be Jawful forths 
ſhips of war of cither party, and privateers, freely to carry whi 
therſoever they pleaſe, the ſhips and goods taken from their ene 
mies, without being obliged to pay any duty to the officers of te 
admiralty, or other judges; nor ſhall ſuch prizes be arreſted of 
ſeized when they come to or enter the ports of either party; nor ſhal 
the ſearchers or other officers of thoſe places ſearch the ſame, e 
make examination concerning the lawfulneſs of ſuch prizes; du ere 
they may hoiſt ſail at any time, and depart, and carfy their prix” 
to the places expreſſed in their commiſſions, which the cd, 
manders of ſuch ſhips of war ſhall be obliged to ſhow : on ae 
contrary, no ſhelter or refuge ſhall be given in their port to ſ 
as ſhall have made prize of the ſubjects, „or property « 
either of the parties; but if ſuch ſhall come id, being force 
ſtreſs of weather or the dangers of the ſea, all proper means ſha 
be vigorouſly'uſed that they go out and retire from thence 3s (ou ire 
as poſſible. Do you contend, Citizen Miniſter, that this aich 
eught to be rigidly conſtrued according to its letter? If you d 
becomes 2 to aſcertain what are the diſabilities to Wg 
its letter really ſubjects the veſſels belonging to the enemies! 
France, They are, iſt, That no ſhelter or refuge ſhall be gu" 
in the ports of the United States to the ſhips of war or private 
belonging to the enemy, which ſhall have made prize of the In ac 
jects, people, or property of France.—2dly, That if ſuch fr lan t 
af war or privateers ſhall come in, being forced by | 
weather or the. danger of the ſeas, all. proper means 
N uſed that they go out and retire from thence as n 
E. j eps . * » #2 PS. 2 
"The letter of the article does not exclude generally.the up 
war belonging to the enemy, but _thoſe only which —Y 
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( 45 ) 
ine of the ſubjects, people, or property of France. That the 
fl ſhall have made a prize is a part, and an eſſential part, of the 
&ſcription. Whether the veſſel be or be not within this deſcrip- 
jon is a fact, the aſcertainment of which muſt precede the mea- 
res to be taken in conſequence of that fact. When the fact ſhall 
ave been aſcertained, the letter of the article denies refuge or 
belter to the ſhip of wat or privateer, but not to the prize which 
y have been made. You well know, Citizen Miniſter, that if 
he letter of the article is to be ſet up againſt its ſpirit, when the 
umer is moſt favourable to the views of France, the letter muſt 
jill be adhered to, though it ſhould counteract thoſe views. The 
tation of the United States bound them to obſerve, between 
he belligerent powers, an exact neutrality, in all caſes where 
heir previous treaties had not ſtipulated advantages or impoſed 
abilities. 1280 | * 
They could nat refuſe to one belligerent power thoſe rights of 
dinary hoſpitality which were enjoyed by others, which the com- 
on uſages of nations permit, and which were fordidden by no 
articular treaty. Such refuſal would have been mavifeſtly par- 
al, and a plain departure from that neutral poſition in which the 
nited States found themſelves, and which good faith, integrity, 
d their beſt intereſts impelled them religiouſly to maintain. 
Thus circumſtanced, it was the duty of the government to give its 
rue conſtruction to a treaty granting advantages to one of the bel- 
gerent powers, and impoſing diſabilities on another. In ſearch- 
kg for this true conſtruction, its beſt judgment ought to be exer- 
led, and the dlictates of. that judgment ought to be obeyed, The 
nited States have done ſo: they have refuſed ſhelter in their ports 
d the prizes made on the French republic, or to the ſhips of was 
longing to the enemy and accompanying ſuch prizes, 
They have permitted ſhips of war, not bringing prizes with 
m, io remain in their ports, without inſtituting tribunals to in- 
ure whether ſuch ſhips have at any time captured French citi- 
is or French property. The reaſoning on which this deciſion 
u founded, and which appears io the underſigned to have been 
ncluſive, will not now be repeated, It has been detailed in fe=. 
al letters from the ſecretary of ſtate of the United States, to the | 
uniſter of France in Philadelphia. The underſigned will only 
dlerve, that the conſtruction ſuppoſed to be juſt, and for that rea« 
actually put upon the article, is believed to be more favourab 
un the literal conſtruRion to the intereſts of France. | 
Nips of war which have made prives on this republic, if the 
ner the ports of the United States without ſuch prizes, oug 
ed, under the letter of the article, to be ordered to depart as 
don as the fat can have been aſcertained ; but the prizes them» 
nes are permitted to remain in ſafety. By the actual conſtruction, 
ſkip of war entering without a prize is permitted to remain, 1 
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all ſhelter is refuſed to a ſhip of war which is accompanied hy 
prize, and alſo to the prize itſelf. It would feldom happen that 
ſhip of war, not driven in by ſtreſs of weather, or the danger of 
the ſeas, would with to continue in port longer than the time whi 
would unavoidably be conſumed in aſcertaining the fact of he 
having made a prize, but it mult often happen that a prize no 
excluded from the ports of the United States, would find ſhelter i 
them if the literal conſtruction of the treaty ſhould be adopted, 
This expoſition given by the United States to this article wa 
made known in 1793—France has never ſignified a wiſh that th 
literal conſtruction throughout ſhould be purſued. This ſtrengthen 
the opinion entertained by the underſigned, that the rule on thi 
ſubject, ſo early eſtabliſhed by the American government, is ca 
ſidered by the republic as more favourable to its intereſts thang 
rule conforming entirely to the letter of the article. 
Zdly. The government of the United States has ordered the 
arreſt of a national corvette“ anchored in the port of Philac 
phia, and the arreſtation has been extended to the captain con- 
mandant.” . 1 
The underſigned beg leave to ſtate the cafe which is the found 
ation of this complaint. In the ſtatement itſelf they wml 
will be found a complete juſtification of the conduct of the United 
States. 1 
The Caſſius, under the name of “ les Jumeaux,” was fite 
and armed for a veſſel of war in the port of Philadelphia, in vio 
lation of a law of the United States. In December 1794, havin 
eſcaped from the port to deſcend the river, orders were given 
the militia of the ſtate of Delaware to intercept +her.. The # 
tempt was made, and failed. The crew of les Jumeaux, whi 
was unexpectedly found to be very numerous, reſiſted the of 
who went on board, manned their cannon and brought them 
dear on the cutter in which the militia, about forty in numbeh 
were embarked. Their force being inadequate to the enterprilh 
they retired with an intention to return the next day with a ret 
forcement. They did fo, but les Jumeaux had failed and gone 
fea. The agent, Mr. Guenet, by whom les Jumeaux had bet 
fitted out, was tried at the circuit court in Philadelphia, co 
victed of the offence, and received ſentence of fine and-imp! 
fonment. 15 
Les Jumeaux proceeded to St. Domingo; Samuel B. Dans, 
Citizen of the United States, there took the command of her, v 
a commiſſion from the French government. Davis probably {a 
from Philadelphia in les Jumeaux, for the purpoſe, of -finall 
taking the command of her. Her name was now 


@ * a * 2 - | * 8 , 


LY 1 — * 


ar in 
ſtil 
ace, 
at, 

* 
d th 
ce ; 
pre 
W alt 
the 
eir 0 
ely 
ates | 
Orne 
TY 
Ca 
m 1 
the 
urt a 
min 
The 
litug 


$ 


'F 4. "Ka 7 a4 4 


' - 4 i * 
* 1 0 8 
&# * — o . , 2 " , 
"> S ++ „ 8 w = . * * 1 © © = . Le Caſſius, 9 * k » pl + vs 4 
f n . „ * _ f 


11. | 


(49 ) 

tle Caſſius,” and on a cruiſe ſhe took a ſchooner called the Wil- 
am Lindſay, belonging to Meſſrs. Yard and Ketland of Phila- 
lphia, Mr. Ketland having purchaſed an intereſt in her after. 
failing. The ſchooner and her cargo were condemned as prize 
St. Domingo. In Auguſt 1795, Captain Davis, commanding 
te Caſſius, came with her to Philadelphia; ſhe was immediately 
nown, Mr. Yard, with a view of obtaining an indemnification - 
vr tie loſe of the ſchooner and her cargo, libelled.the Caſſius in 
he Diitrict Court, and cauſed the captain to be arreſted. Soon 
fer, the Supreme Court being in ſeſſion, — Davis's counſel 
pplicd for and obtaineda prohibitjon to the Diſtri Court to ltop 
; proceedings, by which the ſuits both againſt him and le Caſſius 
ere deteted. The prohibition was granted on this principle, 
bat the trial of prizes taken without the juriſdiction of the United 
ates, and carried to places within the juriſdiction of France for 
judication, by French veſſels, and all queſtions incidental to it, 


5 velſels of war, and their officers, are not liable to proceſs of 
courts, predicated upon ſuch capture and ſubſequent proceeding 
thin the juriſdiction of the French government. 

Meſſis. Yard and Ketland having failed to obtain indemnifica- 
1 in this mode, procured new proceſs on the information of 
lt. Ketland, to be iſſued from the Circuit Court, by which le 
aus was attached as a veſſel armed and equipped as a ſhip of 
ain the port of Philadelphia, with intent to cruiſe and commit 
ſilitics againſt nations with whom the United States were at 
xe, in violation of the act of Congreſs prohibiting ſuch arma- 
nt, Mr. Adet complained that the proceſs was taken out of 
e Circuit Court, becauſe, as he alleged, it had no juriſdiction, 
d that it would be attended with delay, that court ſitting but 
ice a year; Whereas the Diſtrict Court, in which it was ſaid 
proſecution, if at all permitted, ſhould have been commenced, 
v always open. Gentlemen of legal knowledge were conſulted 
the point of juriſciction in this caſe, and they were decided in 
cr opinion that the Circuit Court had juriſdiQion, and exclu- 
«ly of the Diſtri& Court. The government of the United 
as had no part in originating this proſecution; and the diſtri 
orney, in behalf of the United States, took meaſures at each 
m of the Circuit Court to prepare the cauſe for trial, and on a 
calculated to defeat the proſecution. At length, in October 
m 1796, the cauſe was brought to an hearing. In the courſe 
te argument, the queſtion of juriſdiQion orelented itſe}f, The 
ut adjourned until next day to conſider of it, and the following 
ming diſmiſſed-the ſuit. 48 5 

de underſigned may be permitted to aſk, whether in a change 
tation, placing France preciſely in the circumſtances of 

the 


long excluſively to the French tribunals ; and conſequently that | 
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the United States, either the corvette or her captain would har 
eſcaped ? | 

4thly. “ The refuſal to provide the means to execute the conſy 

convention of the 14th November 1788.“ 
As you have not ſelected the particular parts of this conventio 
ſuppoſed to remain unexecuted, the underſigned muſt neceſfaril 
- contider the more definite charges heretofore made on the ſan 
ſubjeQ as being adopted by you. 

Your predeceſſor in office, in his letter to Mr. Monroe « 

the 19th Ventoſe, 4th year (qth March 1796), complains, 1| 
That the clauſe granting to French conſuls the right of judging 
excluſively in diſputes between Frenchmen, is become illuſory tot 
the want of laws giving them the means of having their decilion 
executed, | 

2d}y. The right of cauſing mariners who deſert to be arreſlet 

is rendered ineffectual, becauſe the jydges charged by the law 
with iſſuing the mandates of arreſſ have lately required the pre 
ſentation of the original roll of the crew, in contempt of the 5; 
article admitting in the tribunals of both powers, copies certified 
by the conſul, 

It is then underſtood to be required, 

iſt, That the officers of the United States ſhould execute the 
judgments of the conſuls : 

2dly. That the judges of the United States ſhould iſſue mandate 
of arreſt againſt perſons charged with being deſerters, without 4 
view of the original roll of the crew. 5 58 

It is very juſtly obſerved by Mr. ſefferſon, in his letter to Mr, 
Morris, which has been already cited, that “ every nation has 
of natural right, entirely and excluſively all the juriſdiction which 
may be rightfully exerciſed in the territory it occupies. If it ces 
any portion of that 2 to judges appointed by another uu. 
tion, the limits of their power muſt depend upon the inſtrument a 
ceſſion. The parties to the convention profeſs its object to be, 
te to define and eſtabliſh in a reciprocal and permanent manner in 
functions and privileges of conſuls and vice-conſuls.“ 

It is to be expected then, as well from the intention of the co 
vention eſtabljthing the tribunal, as from the nature of the m. 
bunal itſelf, which is a foreign court, conſtituted by a foreign al 
thority, governed by foreign laws, and amenable for its conduc 
to a foreign government, that no power isto be implied, and that 
it poſſeſſes no capacity which is not expreſsly given to it. To: 
certain then the preciſe extent of the ſtipulation, let the convention 
itſelf be conſidered, | oy 

The firſt point reſts excluſively on the 12th article, which is i 
theſe words: „ All differences and ſuits between the ſub 
of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty in the United States, Of * 
the citizens of the United States within the dominions of the 1 


Chrilt 
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Chritian King, and particularly all diſputes relative to the wages 
and terms of engagement of the crews of the reſpeQive veſſels, 
and all differences, of whatever nature they may be, which 
may ariſe between the privates of the ſaid crews, or between any 
of them and their captains, or between the captains of different 
veſſels of their nations, ſhall be determined by the reſpective con- 
ſuls and vice-conſuls, either by a reference to arbitrators, or by a 
ſummary judgment, and without eoſts. No officer of the country, 
civil or military, ſhall interfere therein, or take any part what- 
ever in the matter: and the appeals from the ſaid conſular 
ſentences ſhall be carried before the tribunals of France or of 
the United States, to whom it may appertain to take cogniſance 
thereof.” 

In this article no engagement is made to furniſh the means of 
executing conſular judgments. If therefore the preceding poſi- 
tions be juſt, there is an end of the queſtion. But other argu- 
ments preſent themſelves in ſupport of the conſtruction contended 
for by the United States. 'The conſular authority in a foreign 
country is uſually either voluntary, or enforced by the laws of the 
tation to which the conſuls belong, and which may bind their 
dan citizens or ſubjeAs under penalties to be inflicted on their re- 
um, or otherwiſe. Upon this idea it was ſufficient to ſtipulate 
a permiſſion of the juriſdiction, in excluſion of the courts of the 
country : on any other idea, it would have been neceſſary to have 
lipulated explicitly and perhaps in detail, the manner in which 
iu ſentences thould be executed. To accede to the demands of 
France, would be to ereR in a foreign country complete courts 
if juſtice, with effectual proceſs to compel the appearance of 
parties and witneſſes, and to execute their deciſions. And as the 
nnſactions in commerce could not, in the natute of things, be 
ined to foreigners alone, the citizens of the country muſt often 
e neceſſary witneſſes to thoſe tranſactions, and of courſe ten- 
rd amenable to this foreign juriſdiction in their own country; 
reas the juriſdiction granted by the article, is only of French 
mſuls over French citizens in the United States, and recipro- 
ly of American conſuls over the citizens of the United States 
i France. This would be to extend, by implication, the autho- 
ay of a foreigner over perſons not contemplated by the treaty as . 
jet to it. The article declares too, „that no officer of the 
niry, civil or military, hall interfere therein, or take any 
nin the matter.” But ſheriffs, marſhals, and their deputies, 
"ay other perſons appointed by, and acting under the laws of 
de country, are © officers of the country,” and conſequently 
dot aid in the execution of conſular deciſions, becauſe they are 
PPreſsly forbidden * to interfere therein, or take any part what- 


er 
in the matter.“ 


Vor. VII. 3G But 


require theſe mandates is founded entirely on the gth article of the 


| ſhall demand the ſaid deſerters in writing, proving by an exhi 


Citizen Miniſter, that the regiſter of the veſſel or ſhip's roll! 


_ regiſter of the veſſel or ſhip's roll,” they did not ſo decide fort 


concerning the United States have not extended to their cou 
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But was it meant that the laws ſhould give conſuls the power 
to appoint ſuch executive officers of their own nation ? Should it 
be conceded, that a perſon ſo appointed could not be conſidered as 
an officer of that nation by virtue of and according to whoſe laws 
he held his office, ſtill we find no ſuch thing in the convention, 
On the contrary, in the caſe of deſerters from veſſels, mentioned 
in the gth article, whom the conſuls are authorized to cauſe to 
be arreſted, they are expreſsly directed to apply in writing to the 
« courts, judges, and officers competent” to make the arreſt, 
meaning the courts, judges, and officers of the country where the 
conſuls reſide. In addition to this, if power could be givent 
conſuls to appoint officers to execute their deciſions, theſe officer 
muſt of courſe have their fees of compenſation to be paid by one 
or other of the parties. But the article giving the juriſdiction, 
declares that the conſular judgments ſhall be without coſts,” 

The ſecond complaint is, that the judges of the United Stat 
have required the exhibition of the original roll of the crew as the 
teſtimony which would authorize the iſſuing of a mandate to 2 
prehend a French mariner charged as a deſerter. The right tt 


conſular convention. 
That declares, © That the conſuls and vice-conſuls ſhall adde. 
themſelves to the courts, judges, and officers competent, and 


bition of the regiſters of the veſſel or ſhip's roll, that thoſe met 
were part of the ſaid crews; and on this demand ſo proved (ſaving 
however where the contrary is proved), the delivery ſhall not | 
refuſed, | 

It would be an idle waſte of time to attempt to prove to) 


not a copy of that paper, or that a copy does not ſatisfy a h 
which peremptorily requires the exhibition of the original 
Your predeceſſor has thought proper to refer to the 5th article 
that inſtrument ; but a flight peruſal of that article will convilc 
you, Citizen Miniſter, that it does not apply to the caſe. Whe 
the judges of the United States determined that the mandate 
arreſt could not be iſſued on the exhibition of a „ copy of ! 


purpoſe of giving effect to the ſyſtem of the government, but! 
cauſe the treaty was clearly underſtood by them poſitively io 
quire the preſentation of the original. 

The underſigned regret, Citizen Miniſter, that your reſearc 1 


| | l 
You would have perceived and admired their purity. You 0 F ke 
have perceived that America may repoſe herſelf ſecurely on lee. 
integrity of her judges, and your juſtice would * 0 9 


2 | 
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nſnuations concerning them which have cloſed this part of your 
eter. A 

The underſigned will now conſider what you have ſtated with 
teſpect to the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, formed 
with Great Britaiff. | 

You complain, Citizen Miniſter, in very ſtrong terms, of the 
&ception alleged to have been practiſed with reſpect to the ob- 
jk of Mr, Jay's miſſion to London, and alſo of the contents of 
the treaty which that miſſion produced. You are pleaſed to ob- 
gere, that it was then ſaid, that Mr. Jay had been ſent to London, 
only to negotiate arrangements relative to the depredations com- 
nitted on the American commerce by the cruiſers of Great Bri- 


tin, | 

By whom, Citizen Miniſter, was this ſaid ? Not by the Preſi- 
lent in his meſſage to the Senate, announcing the nomination of 
Mr. Jay : nor by the then Secretary of State, in communicating 


* tb Mr, Fauchet the ſubject of that miſſion. * The documents with 
ht a Peet to this aſſertion have been ſtated, and have been fully com- 
90 mented on. It has been fully demonſtrated that the American 

prernment did not ſeize this occaſion to practiſe a tion ſo 


Ry; ſo foreign to its well-known character, and which 
would produce only miſchief to itſelf, As you have in no degree 


* weakened the teſtimony which is relied on as diſproving this alle- 
e meilon, or produced any ſort of evidence in ſupport of it, the 
(ſavin mlerſigned cannot but mingle ſome degree of ſurpriſe with the 


regrets they feel at ſeeing it repeated, accompanied with the 
Qarge of that “ diſſimulation,“ of which all who examine well 
e conduct of the government of the United States will ſo rea- 
a pronounce it to be incapable. You alſo criminate the ſe- 
rey which attended this negotiation. To this complaint, when 
vrmerly inſiſted on, it was anſwered, that ſo much of it as was 
material to this republic was immediately communicated to her 
Diniſter ; and that ſhe had no right to inquire further, or to be 
iſatied that other objects were not diſcloſed ; that it is not the 
puttice of France, nor of any other nation, to communicate to 


date ( 

of bers the particular ſubjects of negotiation which may be con- 
for "Plated ; and that no nation could be independent, which ad- 
but bed itſelf to be accountable to another for the manner in 


Mich it might judge proper to regulate its own concerns, on 
Paints in which that other was not intereſted, or which was bound 
o give previous intimation of every article which might be in- 
Rerted in a treaty, formed- on the avowed principle of leaving in 
| force all pre-exiſting engagements. This reaſoning is an- 
ng only by terming it a * ſophiſm,” „ an inſidious ſubter- 
de. May not any reaſoning, on any ſubject, be anſwered in 
7 lame manner? But can fuch an anſwer impair its force? 
ithout doubt, .Citizen Miniſter, the government of the United 
"SVs States, 
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States, when it informed France that the negotiations of My; 
Jay would not in any reſpe& weaken its engagements to this 
republic, would have added, that they might eventually extend to 
a commercial treaty, if it had been ſuppoſed that the omiſſion w 
ive ſuch information could really be conſidered as a breach of 
Fe itimate obligation, or as an evidence of diminithed friendſhip. 
The information was moſt probably not given, becauſe it was Mine: 
unuſual, and becauſe it could neither be conſidered as proper, as Wiſh: : 
neceſſary, or as material. The underſigned truſt that the painful en 
and unavailing diſcuſſions on this ſubject, rendered ſo unpleaſant Will 
by the manner in which it has been treated, will never again be 
renewed. _. * 

Paſſing to the treaty itſelf, you ſay that the ſmall majority by 
which it was ſanctioned in the two Houſes of Congreſs, = the in th 
number of reſpectable voices raiſed againſt it in the nation, de- 
poſe honourably in favour of the opinion which the French go- 
vernment has entertained of it. But you muſt be ſenſible, Citizen 
Miniſter, that the criterion by which you aſcertain the merits of 
the inſtrument in queſtion, is by no means infallible, nor can it 
warrant the inference you draw from it. In a republic like that 
of the United States, where no individual fears to utter what ond 
judgment or his paſſions may dictate, where an unreſtrained prels 8ſt 1 
conveys alike to the public eye the labours of virtue and the 
efforts of particular intereſts, no ſubje& which agitates and inis · ¶ ¶ Now. 
— public mind can unite the public voice, or entirely eſcape 
public cenſure. In purſuit of the ſame objects a difference of 
opinion will ariſe in the pureſt minds, from the different manner Nef 
in which thoſe objects are viewed; and there are ſituations it 
which a variety of paſſions combine to ſilence the voice of reaſon, 
and to betray the ſoundeſt judgments. In ſuch ſituations, if the 
merit of an inſtrument is to he decided, not by itſelf, but by de 
approbation or —— it may experience, it would lure 
be a ſafer rule to take as a guide the deciſion of a majority, bon. 
ever ſinall that majority may be, than to follow the minority» 
treaty too may be oppoſed as injurious to the United States, thoq 
it ſhould not contain a ſingle clauſe which could prejudice the i 
tereſts of France. It ought nut to be ſuppoſed that a egg c 
would for that reaſon be offenſive to this republic. 

Had you been pleaſed to ſtate any object ions to this inſtrumes 
drawn from the compact itſelf, the underſigned would have gone 
to thoſe objections the moſt ſerious and reſpeAful conſiderali 
But it is ſuppoſed that you adopt, without adding to, the c 
plaints made by your predeeeſſor and by Mr. Adet, when Jeu. 
ſerve, that you will not repeat what they have ſaid. Theie cen 

laints have been amply diſcuſſed in the memorial the unver"g* 
2 the honour to tranſmit you, bearing date 17th of Jmne⁰eign 


It is believed to have been demonſtrated that the * 5 
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Mr; ned of do not in the moſt remote degree wound the intereſts of- 
this k rance, affect the pre-exiſting engagements of the United States, 
| to „ change their ſituation in relation to the belligerent powers. 
Such, inconteſtably, was and is the opinion of the American 
wrernment, and in this opinion only would the treaty have been 
yreed to. As no one of the arguments which have at various 
times been urged on this ſubject, on the part of the United States, 
has ever yet been noticed, the underſigned deem unneceſſary any 
tempt to re-urge or to ſtrengthen them. You ſay that you 
vill content yourſelf “ with obſerving ſummarily, that in this 
reaty every thing having been provided to turn the neutrality of 
he United States to the diſadvantage of the French republic, and 
bo the advantage of England; that the federal government _— 
in this act made to Great Britain conceſſions the moſt unheard-of, 
he moſt incompatible with the intereſts of the United States, and 


| go- e moſt derogatory from the alliance which exiſted between the 
nen d ates and the French republic, the latter was perſectly free to 
its e itſelf of the preſervatory means with which it was furniſhed 


ide laws of nature and of nations, and by its anterior treaty, 
r the purpoſe of parrying the inconveniences of the treaty of 


t his don. Such are the reaſons which have determined the arretes 
he Directory of which the United States complain, as well 
the Ws the conduct of its agents in the Antilles.” But you have not 
inte- ov a ſingle proviſion, „which turns the heutrality of the 

ſcape {JV nited States to the — of the French republic and to 

ce of advantage of England.” You have not ſhown a ſingle con- 


efſion 4 incompatible with the intereſts of the United States, or 
derogatory from their alliance with France,” | 
It is conſidered as having been demonſtrated, that this treaty 
aves the neutrality of the United States, with reſpett both to 
nance and England, preciſely in its former ſituation, and that 
contains no conceſſions which are either unuſual, or derogatory 
om their alliance with this republic. But if in forming this 
ment the American government has deceived itſelf, ſtill it 
pht to be remembered that it has ever manifeſted a readineſs to 
Jace France on the footing of England with reſpe& to the arti- 
e complained of. 
You ſuppoſe that the 2d article of the treaty between France 
dd the United States juſtifies the arretes of which the latter 
ver complains : but that article only entitles either of the con - 
C "g parties to a participation of any particular favour in re- 
ſect of commerce or navigation, which might thereafter be granted 
we other to other nations, on allowing the ſame compenſation, 
conceſſion was conditional. It has never been pretended 
extend to pre-exiſting rights held and exerciſed under the law 
' lations, and barely recogniſed by any ſubſequent treaty, If 
u could be inſiſted on, ſtill it was ſhown inconteſtably by 2 
| under- 
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underſigned, that the arret6 particularly complained of, fo far 
it proſeſſes to found itſelf on the treaty with England, grealy 
tranſcends that treaty, and in its moſt noxious article, that re- 
quiring a role d'<quipage, has no relation to it. This all-efſentia 
circumſtance you have not been pleaſed to notice; and it is with 
infinite regret the underſigned obſerve, that the diſcuſſions at which 
you hint are to be limited to the abuſes of the principle eſtz- 
bliſhed by the arrete, and not extended to the compatibility of the 
principle itſelf with juſtice, the laws of nations, or exiſting 
treaties, | 
It is well known that ſuch a diſcuſſion, if indeed the under. 
ſigned could be permitted to enter upon it, would avail but line, 
ſince the vaſt maſs of American property captured by the cruiſer, 
and condemned by the courts of France, has been found in velſels 
not furniſhed with a röle, d' ẽquipage. 1 
The underſigned have been minute in their attention to every 
ſyllable you have uttered on this intereſting ſubject, becauſe it hu 
been often conſidered as having given cauſe of juſt irritation to 
France, and they are ſincerely deſirous of probing to the bottom 
every ſubject which may have aſſumed that complexion. Their 
wiſh is unaffeQed, to give to gvery complaint its real value, in 
order thus to prepare the way for accommodation, by the relin- 
quiſhment of fuch as are not well founded, and the admiſſion of 
thoſe which have a real exiſtence. P 
The third head of your complaints relates to the conduct of 
the government of the United States ſince their treaty with Eng 
land. | b 
You obſerve, that as ſoon as the treaty in queſtion had been put 
in execution, the government of the United States ſeemed to think 
itſelf diſpenſed from the obſervance of any meaſures towards this 
republic, and you adduce in ſupport of this general obſervation, 
iſt. The refuſal to permit in the ports of the United States te 
ſale of prizes made by French cruiſers. | 
2dly. The invectives and calumnies againſt the French govet- 
ment, its principles and its officers, contained in certain jour 
and pamphlets publiſhed in the United States, &c. 
Adly. The ſpeech of the Preſident to Congreſs in May laſt. 
1ſt, The government of the United States does not permit the 
ſale in their ports of prizes made upon England by the cruiſers o 
France. | 
The ſact is admitted. To erect it into an offence, it becoms 
neceſſary to prove that this meaſure violates either the.engagem*® 
or the neutrality of the United States. Neither is attem ted. 
To ſhow that it violates neither, had this been rendered 7 
would by no means have been deemed an arduous taſk. It 
now only briefly be obſerved, that the 17th article of the 
of commerce of the 6th of February 1778, which alone ren 
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polis ſubject, ſo far from ſtipulating for the ſale of prizes in the 


ns of either nation, limits itſelf to a declaration, that the cap- 
tors ſhall have liberty to bring them into port, free from duties, 
vrelts, and ſearches, and to depart with them to the places expreſſed 
n their commiſſions; thereby evidently contemplating the then ex- 
lung regulations of this nation. France has manifeſted her own 
qpinion on this ſubjeR, in her treaty with Great Britain of the 
th of September 1786. The 16th article of that treaty declares, - 
« That it thall not be lawful for foreign cruiſers who ſhall not be 
the ſubjects of one or the other crown, and who ſhall have a 
commitſion from any prince or ſtate, enemies of the one or the 
| uber, to arm their veſſels in the ports of one or the other of the 
e, aid two kingdoms, to ſell there what they ſhall have taken, or to 
(ers, BW change the ſame in any manner whatever.” In a war with 
eh kogland then, France being neutral, the cruiſers of the United 

States are forbidden to fell their prizes in the ports of this repub- 
very So lic. The 17th article of the treaty of February 1778, being 
a reciprocal, France has pronounced her deciſion, that it does not 
ao eee her cruiſers a right to ſell their prizes in the ports of America. 
ton nl If this right had been given by the treaty of February 1778, that 
deit N tetwcen the United States and England could not be conſtrued 10 
„naar it, Nor is the prohibition a departure from the neutrality 
l. of the United States. A nation, to violate its neutrality, muſt ma- 
n rite(t partiality for one of the belligerent powers, muſt accord 
favours not ſtipulated by pre-exiſting 1reaties to one which it re- 


t of WW fuſes to the other. This is not even alleged in the preſent in- 
ce. Far from permitting Britiſh cruiſers to ſell in the United 
dates rx they have made on the French, they are not even 
in allowed to bring them into port. A candid conſideration of this 
* lubjet will prove that the withdrawal of a favour, the grant 
this A of which manifeſted ſo ſtrongly the attachments of the United 
4 dates, tar from juſtifying the reſentments which have been ex- 
preſſed in conſequence of it, can only be attributed to the fuli- 
citude of the American government to render perfectly unex- 
th ceptionable its obſervance of that neutrality which it profeſſes to 
maintain, It has been ſhown unequivocally to have been the 
opinion of the contracting parties, that the treaty of commerce 
1 of the bth of February 1778, did not give to either being at 
* Var, 2 right to ſell its prizes in the ports of the other being at 


peace, It is not pretended that this is one of the rights accruing, 

without ſpecial ſtipulation, under the laws and uſages of nation 
[t is not then a right at all. If granted, it is a voluntaty fa- 
Your. But a voluntary favour eſſential in the proſecution of the 
Var, if granted by a neutral to one belligerent power, and of 
neceſſiiy refuſed to the other, affords to that other at leaſt a more 
Plauſible pretext for complaint than has been given by any other 
it of the government of the United States. What, in ſuch a 
2 4 | ſituation, 


AA 
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fituation, would have been the language of France? Would thi 
republic permit a neutral nation, not bound thereto by any obli 
gation whatever, to allow in its ports as a voluntary favour th 
ſale of prizes made on French citizens, while the favoy 
was of neceſſity denied to the cruiſers of France? | 
It is believed that ſuch an uſe of neutrality would not be per 
mitted ; and the underſigned felicitate themſelves and their coun 
try that the government they repreſent has never intentionally 
given to this republic any cauſe of diſſatisfaction, as ſerious as 
this would have been. You will not fail to obſerve, Citizen Mi 
niſter, that this heavy accuſation, when analyſed, is nothing 
more than the refuſal of a mere favour on the part of the An& 
rican government, the grant of which might have been dangerou 
to itſeif, might have drawn it from that neutral ſtation which it 
is its duty to obſerve, and which favour France had previouſly; 
in the moſt explicit terms, declared its determination not to gra 
under ſimilar circumſtances to the United States. 
2dly. Your ſecond allegation is, “ that the journals known t 
be indireAly under the control of the cabinet have redoubled theit 
inve gives and calumnies againſt the republic, its magiltrates and 
its envoys; and that pamphlets openly paid for by the miniſter of 
Great Britain have reproduced under every form, thoſe inſult 
and calumnies, without having ever drawn the attention of the go. 
vernment to a ſtate of things ſo ſcandalous, and which it might 
have repreſſed.“ HO! 
The genivs of the conſtitution, and the opinions of the 
of the United States, cannot be over-ruled by thoſe who admini 
the government. Among thoſe principles deemed facred in Aue- 
rica ; among thoſe ſacred rights conſidered as forming the bul- 
wark of their liberty, which the government contemplates with 
_ awful reverence, and would approach only with the moſt cautious 
circumſpection, there is no one of which the importance is more 
decply impreſſed on the public mind than the liberty of the prels 
That this liberty is often carried to exceſs, that it has ſometimes 
degenerated into licentiouſneſs, is ſeen and lamented ; but the 
remedy has not yet been diſcovered; Perhaps it is an evil 1 
parable from the good with which it is allied: perhaps it is a ſhodt 
which cannot be {tripped from the italk without _— vitally 
the plant from which it is torn, However deſirable thote mer 
ſures might be which might correct without enſlaving the preſs 
they have never yet been deviſed in America, No regulation 
exiſt which enable the government to ſuppreſs whatever calumne 
or invectives any individual may chooſe to offer to the public eue 
or to puniſh ſuch caJumnies and inveRives, otherwiſe than by 
legal proſecution in courts which are alike open to all who 
der themſelves as injured. Without doubt this abuſe of a val 


able privilege is matter of peculiar regret when it is ext 4 
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be government of a foreign nation. The ünderſigned are per- 
faded, it never has been ſo extended with the approbation of the 
ernment of the United States. Diſcuffions reſpeQing the 
conduct of — 7 — eſpecially on points reſpecting the 
nchts and intereſts of America, are unavoidably made in a nation 
where public meaſures are the reſults of public opinion, 
mainly do not furniſh cauſe of reproach; it is believed that 
clumny and inveQive have never been ſubſtituted for the manly 
raſoning of an enlightened and injured people, without giving 
win to thoſe who adminiſter the affairs of the Union, Certainly 
his offence, if it be deemed by France of ſufficlent magnitude t 
te worthy of notice, has not been confined to this republic; It 
has been ſtill more profuſely laviſhed on its enemies, and has even 
been beſtowed with an unſparing hand on the federal government 
elf. Nothing can be more notorious than the calumnies and 
refives with which the wiſeſt meaſures and the moſt virtuous 
uacters of the United States have been purſued and traduced. 
It is a calamity incident to the nature-of liberty, and which can 
produce no ſerious evil to France. Tt js a calamity occaſioned 
either by the direct not indirect influence of the American govern- 
nent, In fact, that government is believed to exerciſe no influ- 
over any preſs. Vou muſt be ſenſible, Citizen Miniſter, 
th how much truth the fame complaint might be urged on the 
art of the United States. You muſt know well, what degrading 
d unworthy calumnies againſt their government, its principles, 
nd its officers, have been publiſhed to the world by French jour- 
ulits, and in French pamphlets : that government has even been 
arged with betraying the beſt intereſts of the nation, with 
wing put itſelf under the guidance of —nay more, with having 
old itſelf to a foreign court. But theſe calumnies, atrocious as 
hey are, have never conſtituted a ſubject of complaint againſt 
France, Had not other cauſes, infinitely more ſerious and 
reiphty, interrupted the harmony of the two republics, it would 
Il have remained unimpaired, and the miſſion of the underſigned 
vuld never have been rendered neceſſary. 
Ay. You complain of the ſpeech of the Preſident made to 
ongreſs in May laſt. It denounces, you ſay, the Executive 
VircQory, as ſearching to propagate anarchy and diviſion in the 
ted States. The conſtitution of the United States impoſes on 
de Preſident this important duty: © He ſhall from time to time 
ye to the Congreſs information of the ſtate of the Union,” It 
ung been deemed proper to recall the miniſter from the Wited- 
dates to this pub, and to replace him by a citizen, 'the ob- 
ts of whoſe miſſion, as expreſſed in his letters of credence, 
e, © to maintain that good underſtanding, which, frem the 
mMmencement of the alliance, had ſubſiſted between the two 
ons; and to efface unfayourable impreſſions, baniſh ſuſpi- 
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recall, you give to Europe a ſtrange ſpectacle. France, rich it 


government to the people of his nation, is as remarkable as 1 
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cions, and to reſtore that cordiality which was at once the ex; 
dence and pledge of a friendly union; the Preſident of t W. 
Directory addreſſed the recalled miniſter in the following terms 
In preſeuting to-day to the Executive Directory your letters o 


her liberty, ſurrounded with the train of her victories, ſtrong i ce 
the eſteem of her allies, will not abaſe herſelf by calculating thr 
confequences of the condeſcenſions of the American governmen{Wrinil 
to the ſuggeſtions of its ancient tyrants. The French republi Inary 
hopes, moreover, that the ſucceſſors of Columbus, Raleigh, an 
Penn, always proud of their liberty, will never forget that thefeſcr 
owe it to France. They will weigh in their wiſdom the mag po 
nimous good will of the French people with the craſiy cateſes nm 
certain perfidious perſons, who meditate to bring them back u 
their ancient ſlavery. Allure, Mr. Miniſter, the good Amencu 

ople, that like them we adore liberty; that they will aint. 
— our eſteem, and that they will find in the French peop um 


that republican generoſity, which knows as well how to gra f 
peace as to cauſe its ſovereignty to be reſpected.“ dis cc 
The change of a miniſter is an ordinary act for which »to 1 
government is accountable to another, and which has not hereto nite: 
ſore been ** a ſtrange ſpectacle in France, or in any other be [ 
of Europe. It appears to be a meaſure not of itſelf calcula n 
to draw on the government making ſuch change, the ſtrictures ode: 
the reſentments of the nation to which the miniſter is deputelii ich | 
Such an effect, produced by ſo inadequate a cauſe, could not tevir 
to command attention, while it excited ſurpriſe. om 


This official ſpeech, addreſſed by the government of France di 
that of the United States, through its miniſter, charges that g 
vernment with condeſcenſions to the ſuggeſtions of its ancieaihcn « 
tyrants, ſpeaks of the crafty careſſes of certain — cht 
who meditate to bring back the ſucceſſors of Columbus, Naleig 


and Penn, to their ancient ſlavery, and deſires the miniſter e, | 
aſſure, not his government, but the good people of America, drity 
they will always have the eſteem of France, and that they vi re 
find in the French people that republican generoſity wh #1 


knows as well how to grant peace as to cauſe its ſovereignty t0 
reſpected. 8 | 
That a miniſter ſhould carry any aſſurances from a oe 


difference between the manner in which his government and bu 
eople are addreſſed. His government are charged with con nyt is r 

— to the ſuggeſtions of the ancient tyrants of his counf? 
but the people are conſidered as loving liberty, and they are 0% 
aſſured pf the perpetual eſteem of France. This eſteem the) tec: 
to weigh againſt the crafty careſſes of thoſe perfidious perſons Q b 
meditate to bring them back to their former ſlavery. - Wha 
2 { 
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f th When this ſpeech, thus addreſſed directly to the government 
rms Wn people of the United States, in the face of Europe and the 
en o rorld, came to be conſidered in connexion with other meaſures ; 
ch ien it came to be conſidered in connexion with the wide-ſpread- 
0g ie devaſtation to which their commerce was ſubjected, with the 
vel ſeverities praiſed on their ſeamen, with the recall of the 
men riniſter of France from the United States, and the very extraor- 
ublieWWinary manner in which that recall was ſignified by him both to 
„ and government and people, with the refuſal even to hear the 
then eſenger of peace, deputed from the United States for the ſole 
20 urpoſe of conciliation ; it could not fail to make on the Ameri- 
les n mind a deep and a ſerious impreſſion. It was conſidered as a 
ck n too important to be held from the Congreſs, by that depart- 
n ent of the government which is charged with the duties of 

l intaining its intercourſe with foreign nations, and of makin 
eop nmunications to the legiſlature of the Union. The Preſident, 
rraWMercfore, did communicate it in the —_— words: „ With 
his conduct of the French government it will be proper to take 
h view the public audience giyen to the late miniſter of the 
nited States on his taking leave of the Executive Directory. 
Ide ſpeech of the Preſident diſcloſes ſentiments more alarming 
han the refuſal of a miniſter, becanſe more dangerous to our 
dependence and union, and at the ſame time ſtudiouſly marked 
th indignities towards the government of the United States. 
tevinces a diſpoſition to ſeparate the people of the United States 
om the government; to perſuade them that they have different 
l&:Qions, principles, and interefts, from thoſe of their fellow-citi- 
ns, whom they themſelves have choſen to manage their com- 
den concerns; and thus to produce diviſions fatal to our peace. 
ch attempts ought to be repelled with a decifion which ſhall 
envince France and the world, that we are not a degraded peo- 
le, humiliated under a colonial ſpirit of fear and ſenſe of infe- 
ority, fitted to be the miſerable inſtruments of foreign influence, 

ld regardleſs of national honour, character, and intereſt. 

* I ſhould have been happy to have thrown a veil over theſe 
aſaQions, if it had been poſſible to conceal them; but of 

e paſſed on the great theatre of the world, in the face of a 
_ and America, and with ſuch circumſtances of publicity 
ad lolemnity, that they cannot be diſguiſed, and will not ſoon 
forgotten they have inflicted a wound in the American breaſt. 

tis my ſincere deſire, however, that it may be healed.“ 

dis hoped that this communication will be viewed in its true 
ght, that it will no longer be conſidered as a denunciation of the 
Kutive Directory, but as the ftatement of an all-important 
i by one department of the American government to angther, 
—_ of which was enjoined by duties of the higheſt obli- 
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- The underſigned have now, Citizen Miniſter, - paſſed thropl ole 
the complaints you urge againſt the government of the Unie es, 
States. They have endeavoured to conſider thoſe complaints in tar 


er- and to weigh them in the ſcales of juſtice and of tui b. 
f any of them be well founded, France herſelf could not demar [he 


more readily, than America would make, reparation for the i ene 
Jury ſuſtained. The Preſident of the United States has ſaid, (con 
we have committed errors, and theſe can be demonſtrated, Jl int. 
ſhall be willing to correct them; if we have done injuries, wil" fir 
ſhall be willing, on conviction, to redreſs them.“ Theſe dip em) 
ſitions on the part of the government have been felt in all their ſau under 
by the underſigned, and have conſtantly regulated their condud. Mndue 

The underſigned will not reſyme, Citizen Miniſter, the pu em 


ful taſk of re-urging the multiplied injuries which have bet The 
accumulated on their country, and which have been in fon ſed b 
degree detailed in their memorial of the 17th January laſt. T“ 
cannot, however, decline to remonſtrate againſt a meaſure whic 
has been announced ſince that date. The Legiſlative Counc 
of the French republic have decreed that, 
1ſt, «© The condition of ſhips, in every thing which concen 
their character as neutrals or enemies, ſhall be determined“ 
their cargo; conſequently every veſſel found at ſea, laden in wht 
or in part with merchandiſe coming out of England, or its p. 
ſeſſions, ſhall be declared good prize, whoever may be the pre 
prietors of ſuch commodiies or merchandiſe.” 
2dly. No foreign veſſel, which in the courſe of its voyage ſu 
have entered into an Engliſh port, ſhall be admitted into any por 
of the French republic, but in the caſe of neceſſity; in wid 
caſe ſuch veſſ2l ſhall be obliged to depart from ſuch port ſo lou ar 
as the cauſe of entry ſhall have ceaſed.” * | 3 
This decree too deeply affecis the intereſts of the United Surf 
to remain unattended to by their miniſters. They pray y® T cl 
therefore, Citizen Miniſter, to receive their reſpectful repreteat . 
ations concerning it. | 5 8 
The object of the decree is, to cut off all direct intercc 
between neutrals and Great Britain, or its poſſeſſions, and ® 
prevent ihe acquiſition, even by circuitous commerce, of this 
articles which come from England or its dominions. 
The right of one nation to exchange with another the ſurplus 
produce of its labour, for thoſe articles which may ſupp!y 
wants or adminiſter to its comfort, is too eſſential to have 
ever claſſed among thoſe admitted to be in any degree doubt | 
It is a right, in ceding which a nation would cede the privilege 
regulating its own intereſts and providing for its own Were 
When any two nations ſhall chooſe to make war on each 9% 
they have never been conſidered, nor can they be conſidered « 
thereby authorizing themſelves to impair the eſſential ne 
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aſe who may chooſe to remain at peace. .. Conſequently theſe 


aus, the free exerciſe of which is eſſential to its intereſts and 
fare; muſt be retained by a neutral power, whatever nations 
ry be involved in a war. | | 
The right of a belligerent to reſtrain a neutral from an 
he enemy by ſupplying him with thoſe articles which are define 

s contraband, has been univerſally ſubmitted to; but to cut off 
l intercourſe between neutrals and an enemy, to declare that 


rong 
Unite 


ts in 


d 

% WE) lingle article which may have come from the poſſeſſions of an 
di zemy, whoever may be its owner, ſhall of itſelt be ſufficient 10 
n oademn both veſſel and cargo, is to exerciſe a control over the 


ondut of neutrals which war can never give, and which is alike 
compatible with their dignity and their welfare. 
The rights of belligerents are the ſame. If this might be exer- 
led by one, ſo might it be exerciſed hy every other. If it might 
The: cxerciſed in the preſent, ſo it might be exerciſed in every future 
his ar, This decree is, therefore, on the part of France, the prac- 
al aſſertion of a principle which would deſtroy all direct or 
rcuitous commerce between belligerent and neutral powers, 
ch would often interrupt the buſineſs of a large portion of the 
4 rorld, and withdraw or 3 the employment of a very conſi- 
lerable portion of the human race. 

This is not all. It is the exerciſe of a power which war is not 
amitted to give, and whieh, therefore, may be aſſumed in peace 
a well as war. ; | 
It eſſentially affects the internal economy of nations, and de- 
ranges that courſe of induſtry which they have a right to purſue, 
and on which their proſperity depends. 

To acquieſce, therefore, in the exiſting ſtate of things, under a 
principle ſo extenſive and ſo pernicious, is to eſtabliſh a precedent 
tor national degradation which can never ceaſe to apply, and 
— authorize any meaſures which power may be diſpoſed 
to practiſe. | 

"7G therefore, will perceive that neutral governments, 
Whatever may be their diſpoſitions towards this republic, are im- 
pelled by duties of the higheſt obligation, to remonſtrate againſt a 
Gcree, which at the ſame time invades their intereſts and their 
dependence, which takes from them the profits of an honeſt and 
lawtul induſtry, as well as the ineſtimable privilege of conducting 
their own affairs as their own judgments may direct. 

It is hoped that the onion . of the United States on this 
ſudje& will derive additional force from their ſubſiſting engage- 
ments with France, and from a ſituation peculiar to themſelves. 

The 8 article of the treaty of amity and commerce 
of the 6th © February 1778, is in theſe words: © It ſhall be 
lawful for all and ſingular the ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian King, 
ad the citizens, people, and inhabitants of the ſaid United States, 
to 
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King or the United States. Tt ſhall likewiſe be lawful for the 


enemies of either; contraband goods being always excepted, lt 


| when one may be at war, and the other at peace, 


| 
' 
| 
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how openly and entirely the decree of the Councils oppoſes itſel 


independent nation, in addition to the right ſtipulated by com- 
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to ſail with their ſhips, with all manner of liberty and fecuriy 
no diſtinction being made who are the proprietors of the mer 
chandiſes laden thereon, from any port to the places of thoſe whe 
now are, or hereafter ſhall be at enmity with the moſt Chriſtian 
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ſubjects and inhabitants aforeſaid, to ſail with the ſhips and mer 
chandiſes afore-mentioned, and to trade with the ſame liberty and 
ſecurity from the places, ports, and havens of thoſe who are ene 
mies of both or either party, without any oppoſition or diſturb 
ance whatſoever, not only directly from the places of the enem 
before mentioned to neutral places, but alſo from one place be- 
longing to an enemy, to another place belonging to an eneny, 
whether they be under the juriſdiion of the ſaid prince, or under 
ſeveral. And it is hereby ſtipulated, that free ſhips ſhall ao 
give a freedom to goods, and that every thing ſhall be deemed to 
be free and exempt which ſhall be found on board the ſhips be- 
longing to the ſubjects of either of the confederates, although 
the whole lading, or any part thereof, ſhonld appertain to the 


is alſo agreed, in like manner, that the ſame liberty be extended 
to perſons who are on board a free ſhip, with this effect, that 
alihough they be enemies to both or either party, they are not to 
be taken out of that free ſhip, unleſs they are ſoldiers, and in 
actual ſervice of the enemy.” | „ 
The two nations contemplating and providing for the cle 
lenly ſtipu- Mere 
late and pledge themſelves to cach other, that in ſuch an event the 
ſubjects or citizens of the party at peace may freely trade with the 
enemy of the other, may freely ſail with their ſhips in all manner 
of ſecurity, to and from any port or place belonging to ſuck 
enemy. Not only goods coming from the hoſtile territory, but 
the very goods of the enemy himſelf, may be carried with ſafety 
in the veſſels of either of the contracting parties. 
You will perceive, Citizen Miniſter, without requiring the 
underſigned to execute the painful tatk of drawing the contral, 


to the treaty between France and the United States. 
In addition to the hitherto unceded rights of a ſovereign and 


pact, the underſigned will reſpectfully ſubmit other conſiderations , 
growing out of the peculiar ſituation of the United States, mam. C 
feſting the particular hardſhips the decree complained of m \ 
impoſe on them. | 2 | 

In poſſeſſion of a rich, extenſive, and unſettled country, the he 


labour of 'the United States is not yet ſufficient for the full culti- 
vation of its ſoil, and conſequently but a very ſmall portion of It 


can have been applied to manuſactures. Articles of att 
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eſtty and comfort are imported in exchange for proviſions and 


writer the raw materials which are the growth of the country, and 
mer ch its inhabitants are accuſtomed to raiſe. 

e delt is at any time extremely difficult, nor is it praQticable with- 
riſtianWt great loſs, to change ſuddenly the habits of a whole people, 


ad that courſe of induſtry in which their population and their 


al intereſts have engaged them. An agricultural cannot fud- 
en, and at will, become a manuſacturing people; the United 
ene Nies cannot inſtantaneouſly, on the mere paſling of a decree, 
ſturb ansfer to the manufacture of articles heretofore imported, ſuch 
nem portion of their labour as will at the fame time furniſh a mar- 
e bee for the ſurplus commodities, and a ſupply for the wants of 
me cultivator of the ſoil, It is therefore —— poſſible for 
under dem to ſurrender their foreign commerce. 


Independent of the right they poſſeſs jn common with others 
p ſearch for and chooſe the beſt markets, it is believed that the 
pplics they need could with difficulty, in the actual ſtate of the 
old, be completely furniſhed, without the aid of England and 
ts poſſeſſions. It is not pretended that France manufaQtures at 
reſent for foreign conſumption, nor do the underſigned ſuppoſe 
hat there exiſts a market where the citizens of the United States 
a obtain in exchange the articles they need and are accuſtomed 
o conſume, if thoſe coming out of England and its poſſeſſions be 
nicely excluded. A variety of other conſiderations, and eſpe- 
ally the diſhculties individuals mult encounter in ſuddenly break- 
Ing old and forming new connexions, in forcing all their com- 
nerce into channels not yet well explored, in trading without a 
Juffcient capital to countries where they have no credit, combine 
drender almoſt impoſſible an immediate diſſolution of commercial 
nercourſe between the United States and Great Britain. 

If then the decree complained of thall be executed on American 
eſſels, it can only increaſe grievances already but too conſiderable, 
nd transfer the carriage of Engliſh manufactures for American 
onſumption, from their own to Britiſh bottoms, 1 under 
de protection of a convoy. Inſtead of wounding England, it 
Will probably aggrandize its marine, by ſacrificing the remnant of 
hat of the United States, and by deſtroying that ſyſtem of policy 
dy which they have heretofore ſought to give their own veſſels 
\at portion of their own carrying trade, which would otherwiſe 
de enjoyed by Britiſh merchants. 


jom ou have made ſome general animadverſions on the govern- 
n. ent of the United States, which the underſigned feel themifelves 
aul dound briefly to notice, 


You have charged that government with giving inſtruQions 


the i in the ſincere intention of arriving at pacihc reſults, and yet 
7 p underſigned have offered to change thoſe clauſes. in the _ 
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any nation except France, have not the United States made, and 


effecting a ſincere and real accommodation between France 1 
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of 1778, which have become inconvenient to France, and to te 


pair any injuries which may have been committed. [t 
You have charged that government with omitting nothing (NM 1 
olong and augment the miſunderſtanding between the two eli" 
blies; but does not the fact, that the underſigned are now ii" 

Paris, turniſh perſuaſive evidence to the contrary ? lic 
You have charged it with ſearching to juſtify, by deceitful 

appearances, the prejudices with which it Gt at pleaſu Gl 

the name of the republic, and the ſyſtem of exaſperation an” © 
ſeparation purfued in this reſpect with the ſtrangeſt obſtinacy jet 

But has not this republic, in terms the moſt cordial, been agai 10 

and again entreated to enter into a candid inveſtigation of th ſal 

mutual complaints of the two nations? Have not theſe entreaie² 
deen unnoticed, whilſt the miniſters deputed to make them ha +» 
remained unaccredited? |; . el 
You have charged it with wiſhing to ſeize the firſt favourabi bh 


occaſton for conſummating an intimate union with a power, te 
wards which a devotion and a partiality are profeſſed which ha 
Jong conſtituted the principle of the conduct of the federal goren 
ment ; but whilſt no devotion or partiality has been expreſſed fo 


are they not ſtill making the moſt extraordinary efforts to reſton 
the broken relations between the two republics? * 

In a letter diſcuſſing the important intereſts of two great na 
tions, the underſigned are vawilling to introducc what relates pet 
ſonally to themſelves. 5 E 

This unwiſhed- for taſk has been rendered a duty, by afcribing 
to them opinions and relations which exiſt in imagination only 
and by adducing thoſe ſuppoſed opinions and relations as proofs e 


In 
vnhde 
dare 


an indiſpoſition, on the part of the government which has deputet _ 
them, towards that accommodation which has been ſought { R. 
unremittingly through all thofe difficulties and impediments wit ai 


which the purſuit has been embarraſſed. 


© You are pleaſed to add, that theſe intentions are ſo little di fla 


gniſed, that nothing ſeems to have been neglected at Philade = 
phia, to manifeſt them to every eye. It is probably with! bh 


view that it has been judged proper to ſend to the French republi 


perſons whoſe opinions and relations are too well known to no 3 
from them diſpoſitions ſincerely concĩiliatory.“ * 

The opinions and relations of the underſigned are purely An "oy 
rican, unmixed with any particle of foreign tint, If they poſſeſs os an 
a quality on which they pride themſelves, it is an attachment {0 = 


the happineſs and welfare of their country; if they could at 1 


ſelect the means of manifeſting that attachment, it would de 4 The 


Rentit 
ſt une 
d the 
non 
Vou 


the United States, on principles promoting the int 


and conſiſtent with the independence of the latter. 1 
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to re t requires no aſſurance to evince that every real American 
. muſt with ſincerely to extricate his country from the ills it ſuffers, 
ing "OL. from the greater ills with which it is threatened ; but all 
* ho love liberty, muſt admit that it does not exiſt in a nation 
"el ich cannot exerciſe the right of maintaining its neutrality. If 


opinions and relations,” ſuch as theſe, are incompatible with 
lipolitions ſincerely conciliatory,” then indeed has the federal 
wertiment choſen unfit inſtruments for the expreſſions of its 
ncih diſpoſition. 
You contraſt the conduct obſerved by the United States, under 
oP" eg0us circumſtances, towards the cabinet of St. James's, with 
ea wich is obſerved towards this republic. You ſay, that on 
at occaſion there was a ſolicitude to ſend to London miniſters 
el known to poſſeſs ſentiments conformable to®the objects of 
tir million ; that the republic has a Tight to count upon a ſimi- 
r deſerence ; and that if a like attention has not been obſerved 


oy ith reſpect to it, it is too probable that it muſt be attributed to 
** e views already indicated, 


[f, unfortunately, the caſes ſhall exhibit a contraſt, it is not 
de found in the characters the United States have thought pro- 
io employ, or in the conduct of their government, otherwiſe 
in by the ſuperior attention manifeſted towards this republic, 
d never ſhown to any other nation, in deputing to it, with 
; pet ple powers, three envoys extraordinary and miniſters 8 
nary from the three great diviſions of the United States. The 
niters ſent to the cabinet of St. James's greatly deſerved the 
nhlence of their country; but they did not poſleſs ſentiments 
bore conformable to the objects of their miſſion than thoſe de- 
ted to this republic. They did not wiſh more ardently to tffect 
he (lf OOciliation ; nor is it believed that any perſons who could have 
en deputed to that cabinet, would have ſubmitted to greater 
criices- in order to obtain it. Had their application for com- 
nſation for paſt injuries, and ſecurity againſt their future com- 
on, been only met by requiſitions, a compliance with which 
Wd involve their nation in ills of which war perhaps might not 
* lhe moſt conſiderable ; had all attempts to remove unfavourable 
preſſions failed, and all offers to make explanations been re- 
ded; can it be believed, that other miniſters (the firſt having 
en ordered out of the nation) would have waited {ix months 
accredited, ſoliciting permiſſion to diſplay the upright princi- 
at 0 on which their government had acted, and the amicable ſen- 
ents by which it was animated? 
he underſigned are induced, Citizen Miniſter, to pray your 
"*ntibn to theſe plain truths,” from a conviction that they mani- 
* unequivocally the friendly temper of the federal government, 
the extreme reluctance with which the hope of an accommo- 
uon with France would be relinquiſhed, 
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The underſigned obſerve, with infinite regret, that the ag 
ſition manifeſted to treat with the miniſter who might be ſelecde 
by this government, is not accompanied with any aſſurances 


receding from thoſe demands of money heretofore made the co 7 
ſiderations on which alone a ceſſation of hoſtility on Amer 
commerce could be obtained, to which the underſigned have nd 1 
the power to accede, with which the United States would find hall 
extremely difficult to comply, and a compliance with which vob 
violate that faith pledged for the obſervance of neutrality, a [thin 
would involve them in a diſaſtrous war with which they have n 
concern. Nor do you anſwer to the applications which NH © 
been made for compenſation to the citizens of the United Studi” ſo 
for property which ſhall be proved to have been taken contrary 4 
the law of nations and exiſting treaties, otherwiſe than that y Js ir 
are willing to diſcuſs caſes where there has been a departure fr | lp 
2 principles, which principles, in fact, involve almoſt evet apt 
Cate, ; 50 lo 
You have ſignified, Citizen Miniſter, that the Executi end, 
Directory is diſpoſed to treat with one of the envoys, and jc [1 
hope that this overture will not be attended, on the part of t| — 
underſigned, with any ſerious difficulty, Every propoſition Qi" 
the Executive Directory is conſidered with the moſt minute ua” 
reſpectful attention. | 
he reſult of a deliberation on this point is, that no one of i 
underſigned is authorized to take upon himſelf a negotiation e 
dently entruſted by the tenour of their powers and inſtructions 
the whole. nor are there any two of them who can propoſe by: 
withdraw themſelves from the taſk committed to them by ſhall, 
government, while there remains a poſſibility of performing i. the A 
It is hoped that the prejudices ſaid to have been concevaganyient 
againſt the miniſters of the United States will be diſſipated by ic! 
' truths they have ſtated. ecret 
If in this hope they ſhall be diſappointed, and it ſhould be con 
will of the Directory to order paſſports for the whole or any nu tag 
ber of them, you will pleaſe to accompany ſuch paſſports viii nir 
letters of ſafe conduct, which will entirely protect from d opt 
cruiſers of France, the veſſels in which they may reſpedie "und, 
fail, and give to their perſons, ſuite, and property, that pes kee 
ſecurity to which the laws and uſages of nations entitle them. o dif 
They pray you, Citizen Miniſter, to receive the renewal wer, 
their aſſurances of profound reſpect and conſideration. mY 
(Signed) CHARLEs CoTEswORTH PINCKNET: uy 
JohN MARSHALL. 1 
| E. Gerry. wy 
(A true copy.) 
Henzy M. RuTLEDGE, Secretary. 
4 | Me 
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dif 

be Meſſage from the Pre/ident to Congreſs, 
ICes ( Gentlemen of the Senate, and | 

e C0 Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 


any WHILE I congratulate you on the arrival of General Mar- 
hall, one of our late envoys extraordinary to the French re- 

jblic, at a place of ſafety, where he is juſtly held in honour, 
[think it my duty to communicate to you a letter received by him 
from Mr. Gerry, the only one of the three who has not received 
his congé: this letter, together with another from the miniſter 
of foreign relations to him, of the third of April, and his an- 
wer of the fourth, will ſhow the ſituation in which he remains, 
lis intentions, and proſpects. 

| preſume that, before this time, he has received freſh inſtruc- 
tons (a copy of which accompanies this meſſage) to conſent to 
ro loans; and therefore the negotiation may be conſidered at an 
end, 
| will never ſend another miniſter to France, without. aſſur- 
ances that he will be received, reſpected, and honoured, as the 
repreſentative of a great, free, powerful, and independent 
nation, 
United States, June 21/4, 1798. Joux ApAus. 


My dear Sir, Paris, 16th April 1798. 


THIS I expe& you will receive by my colleague General Mar- 
ſhall, who carries with him the laſt letter of Mr. Talleyrand to 
he American envoys, and their anſwer. On the day when we 
{ent the anſwer, I received a letter from the miniſter, a copy of 
which, and my anſwer, is encloſed. I have not ſent theſe to the 
eretary of ſtate, becauſe I have not time to prepare a letter to 
company them. Indeed I expected my paſſport with my col- 
eagues; but am informed the Directory will not conſent to my 
ewving France: and to bring on an immediate rupture, by 
Wpting this meaſure contrary to their wiſhes, would be, in = 
mind, unwarrantable. The object of Mr. Talleyrand, you will 
perceive, was to reſume our reciprocal communications, and again 
o diſcuſs the ſubject of a loan. I thought it beſt, in my an- 
wer, not merely to object to this, but to every meaſure that 
uld have a tendency to draw me into a negotiation. I accepted 
of this miſſion, my dear, Sir, to ſupport your adminiſtration, and 
baye brought myſelf into a predicament “ which you muſt aſſiſt 


* allude to my painful reſidence here az a political cipher, 
31 2 me 
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the United States have entruſted the affairs of the embaſſy, had 4 


. the French republic, it will be impoſſible for me to be the e 
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me to extricate myſelf from, by appointing ſome others to ſup 
ply the places of myſelf and colleagues, if a farther progreſs i 
this buſineſs ſhould be found practicable. I have only a momen 
to add my beſt reſpects to your lady, and my aſſurances of th 
moſt ſincere and reſpectful attachment, * 
, My dear Sir, 
Of yours ſincerel 


colle1 
And It 
which 
ſcrvec 
on th 
letter 
appea 
ſubjec 
(wer | 
the V 
Unite 
Franc 


nl Pi 


| : L. GERRY. 
The Preſident of the United States. | 


Paris, the 14th Germinal, 6th Year of the Fre 
Republic, one and indiviſible (3d Aprit 1598 


The Miniſter of Foreign Relations to Mr. Gerry, Envy Extras 
dinary of the United States of America to the French Republic, 


I SUPPOSE, Sir, that Meſſrs. Pinckney and Marſhall hav 
thought it uſeful and proper, in conſequenee of the -intimations 
given in the end of my note of the 28th Ventoſe laſt, and the 
obſtacle which their known opinions have interpoſed to the de- 
fired reconciliation, to quit the territory of the republic. On 
this ſuppoſition, I have the honour to point out to you the 5th or 
the 7th of this decade, to reſume our reciprocal communications 
upon the intereſts of the French republic and the United States of 
America. ! 

Receive, I pray you, the aſſurances of my perfect conſider- 
tion, | 


decad 
tons. 
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Cu. Mau. TALLEYRAND. 


Paris, 4th April 1998 {Germinal 15, An). 
I HAD the honour, Citizen Miniſter, of receiving your le. 
ter of the 14th Germinal (the 3d inſt.), and Mr, Deutremem, 
who delivered it, informed me that it was intended to be ſhow 
to Gen. Pinckney and Gen. Marſhall, | 
Whilſt my colleagues and myſeif, to whom the government of 


joint agency therein, I have carefully imparted to them all the 
propoſitions which you have requeſted, and the relative conſet- 
ences; and to yourſelf our deciſions thereon ; regretting, at! 
fame time, the unfortunate and embarraſling circumſtances hic 
impoſed on me this diſagreeable taſk. But as, by the tenour 
your letter, it is now expected that they will quit the territo! 


dium of, or to take any meaſures which will be painſul to 1 
| colleagues 
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colleagues, or not to afford them all the aſſiſtance in my power; 
ac jt would be, moreover, inconſiſtent with the line of conduct 
eich you well know, Citizen Miniſter, I have uniformly ob- 
red, for removing the unfavourable impreſſions which exiſted 
cn the part of this government againſt them: indeed, in our laſt 
ter there is a conditional application for paſſports, which, as it 
zppears to me, ſuperſedes the neceliity of a hint to them on this - 
ſubje&t ; and General Marſhall is waiting impatiently for an an- 
luer to that part of it which reſpects a letter of ſafe conduct for 
the veſſel in which he and his ſuite may take paſſage for the 
United States, to determine whether he ſhall embark from 
France or Great Britain; but the unfortunate ſituation of Gene- 
al Pinckney with reſpe& to the critical ſtate of his daughter's 
tealth, renders it utterly impoſlible for him to depart under exiſt- 
ing circumſtances. > 

You have propoſed, Citizen Miniſter, the 5th or 7th of this 
decade for me to reſume {reprendre) our reciprocal communica- 
tions upon the intereſts of the French republic and of the United 
Yates, The reciprocal communications which we have had were 
ſuch only as I have alluded to in the beginning of this leiter, un- 
ls your propoſition accompanied with an injunction of ſecrecy 
for me to treat ſeparately, is conſidered in this light. To reſume 
tlis ſubject will be unavailing, becauſe the meaſure, for the rea- 
ſons which I then urged, is utterly impracticable. I can only 
hen confer informally and unaccredited on any ſubject reſpect- 
Ing our miſſion, and communicate to the government of the 
United States the reſult of ſuch conferences, being, in my indi- 
dual capacity, unauthorized to give them an official ſtamp. 
Nevertheleſs, every meaſure in my power, and in conformity 
vith the duty I owe my country, ſhall be zealouſly purſued, to 
reltore harmony and a cordial friendſhip between the two repub- 
cs, 3 | 

| had the honour of calling on you laſt evening, for the 
purpoſe of making this communication verbally, but as you 
vere abſent, to prevent miſconceptions, I have thought it belt to 
tduce it to writing. | 
Accept, I pray you, Citizen Miniſter, the aſſurances of my 


| the erlect eſteem and reſpect. 
fer- | | E. GERRY, 
the BY . % Ainiſter of Foreign Affairs of 


the French Republic, 
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on the 6th inſtant your numbers 2 and 3 were received. On the 
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To Charics Cotefwarth Pinckney, Jahn Marſhall, and Fllrit 
Gerry, Eſquircs, Envoys Extraordinary and Miniſters Plenizy 
tentiary from the United States of America to the French Republi 


Gentlemen, 


ON the 4th inſtant came to hand your firſt diſpatches ſince yo 
arrived at Paris; theſe were your numbers 1, 4, and 51 ahi 


5th, your number 5, dated the 8th of January, and a tranſlatio 
of the meſſage of Jannary 4th from the Directory to the Council 
of Five Hundred, were laid before Congreſs, In this leter 
you repeat, that there exiſts no hope of your being official 
recelved by that government, or that the objects of your miſſion 
will be in any way accompliſhed.” This opinion is ſanctionet 
by the whole tenour of your communications; and we truſt tha 
foon after the date of your number 5, you cloſed your million 
by demanding pallports to leave the territories of the French re 

ublic. 
g An official copy of ques letters of credence having been del 


vered to the miniſter for foreign affairs, and by him laid defore I 
the Directory, they were ſufficiently informed of the great de 

| Jeats of your miſſion; and conſidering that you were an ext Ren 
dinary delegation from an independent nation, you had a right com 
expect a prompt and reſpectful reception, The fair and honour * 
able views of the American government, which dictated you hou 
appointment and your powers, entitled you to expect the earl 
appointment of a commiſſion by the French government, will 
equal powers to negotiate on all the matters in controverſy be- 
tween them. Had the French government been influenced by 
fimilar views, the objects of your miſſion would long fince hare / 
been accompliſhed, to the advantage and peace of both nations 
Bur inſtead of coming forward on fuch equal and proper ground, 
they have treated you, and, through you, your country, vita — 
extreme neglect. 

Under theſe circumſtances, the Preſident preſumes that 30 

have long ſince quitted Paris and the French dominions ; Jes, The 
actuated as you were with an ardent deſire to preſerve peace, 
which you knew would be ſo grateful to your country; and hat! 8 
ing for this object manifeſted unexampled patience, and ſub- 10 
mitted to a ſeries of mortifications; as you alſo propoſed to | 
make one more direct attempt, ſubſequent to the date of your pub 

laſt letter, to draw the French government to an open negot® tain 
tion; there is a bare poſlibility that this laſt effort may have ſve eny 
ceeded: the Preſident therefore thinks it proper to direQ— to | 

1. That if you are in treaty with perſons duly authorized K you 


1 


ke Directory, on the ſubjects of your miſſion, then you are to 
remain and expedite the completion of the treaty, if it ſhould 
not have been concluded. Before this letter geis to hand, you 
will have aſcertained whether the negotiation is or is not con- 
luted with candour on the part of the French government: 
and if you ſhall have diſcovered a clear deſign to procraſtinate, 
ou are to break off the negotiation, demand your paſſports, and 
return, For you will conſider that ſuſpenſe is ruinous to the eſ- 
ſential intereſts of your country. | 

2. That if, on the receipt of this letter, you ſhall not have 
been received, or, whether received or not, if you ſhall not be 
in treaty with perſons duly authorized by the Directory, with full 
ind equal powers, you are to demand your paſſports, and re- 
urn, 

3. In no event is a treaty to be purchaſed with money, by 
ban, or otherwiſe. There can be no ſafety in a treaty ſo ob- 
nined. A loan to the republic would violate our neutrality ; 
and a douceur to the men now in power might by their ſucceſ- . 
ſors be urged as a reaſon for annulling the treaty, or as a prece- 
lent for farther and repeated demands. 

It is proper to apprize you, that a motion has been made in 
the Senate, and will doubtleſs be repeated in the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, to deſire the Preſident to lay before them your 
communications; and he will probably be under the neceſſity of 
ding it: only withholding the two names which you promiſed 
ould in no event be made public. 

I have the honour to be, with great reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient ſervant, 
TimoTHY PICKESRING. 
Department of State, Philadelphia, 
March 23d, 1798. A 


—_— —_— —— _____ 


Paris, 11 Prairial May 30). 


The Miniſter of Foreign A Fairs to Mr. Gerry, Envoy of the 
8 United States, 
ir, 


HEREWITH tranſmit you a London newſpaper, of the 

15th May laſt, You will find that it contains a very ſtrange 
publication, I perceive, with the utmoſt ſurpriſe, | that cer- 
un intrigans have availed themſelves of the reſerve which the 
emoys of the United States maintained, to make propoſals, and 
g hold a language, the object of which evidently was to deceive 
ou. 


I requeſt 


— 


— — 


— 


1 
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| The newſpaper contains the whole of the irregular negotiations 
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] requeſt you immediately to communicate to me the names fot 
which the initials W. X. V. and Z. ſtand; and likewiſe the 
name of the lady who is repreſented. to have had converſation 
with Mr. Pinckney upon American affairs. If you have an 
reluctance to ſend me them in writing, be ſo good as communi 
cate them confidentially to the bearer, | 

I firmly rely upon the zeal you muſt feel to put the govern 
ment in a ſituation thoroughly to inveſtigate theſe proceedings, 
by which I congratulate you in not having been duped, and 
which you cannot but wiſh to ſee cleared up, 


i 


Anſwer , Mr. Gerry. 
Paris, May 37, 1198. , 


I HAVE received, Citizen Miniſter, your letter of the 11th 
Prairial (3oth May), and the newſpaper to which it alludes, 


"communicated by the envoys to their Government. The letter 


proves, that certain intriguers had made propoſals to the envoys, WWiel: i 
and had carried on converſations with them, the object of whick Wii » 
evidently was to impoſe upon them. You accordingly expreſs a Wien, 
deſire that I ſhould.impart to you their names. cate 


If theſe perſons have not been authorized to come forward, or, 
being inveſted- with definite powers, have exceeded them, they 
have outraged the French government and the envoys. This 8: to 
point I am not competent to decide, as they did not rows” 1 
far as I know, any authority, any document, of any kind what- 
ever. 
The publications in queſtion are ſufficient to prove how ven 
delicate my ſituation is, with regard to the name of theſe indi 
duals: and they contained circumſtances which I hope will ens 
ble you to inveſtigate the affair to the bottom, without inſiſting 
upon any other communications from me. At the ſame time, 
deſirous to ſhield innocent perſons from ſuſpicions, by which 
they might have been placed in an awkward ſituation, I have 10 
objection to declare, that three of the individuals mentioned 
are foreigners, and that the fourth aQed only as meſſenger and 
interpreter. | | 
You will perceive, Citizen Miniſter, the extreme repugnat®* 
of the envoys to ſuch an irregular mode of negotiation, ff 
their anſwer of the zoth October to certain propoſitions wh 
had previouſly been made to them. Upon the iſt of Novembe 
they determined to put an end to ſuch intercourſe, and they kf 
their reſolution, notwithſtanding the repeated. attempts # 
were ſubſequently made; at the ſame time, however, % 
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oveht it their duty to communicate the whole to their govern- 


dent. 


Accept, Citizen Miniſter, the aſſurance of my profound 
elem. 


ited States. 
Sir, Paris, 13 Prairial, Year 6 (June 1). 


tht the newſpaper I ſent you contains the whole of the irregu- 
kr negotiations communicated by the envoys to their government; 
ſecondly, that the perſons in queſtion, as far as you know, pro- 
tuced no authority, no document, of any kind whatever to ac- 
redit them; thirdly, that three of the individuals mentioned, 
at is to ſay, in the order in which 1 placed them, W. X. V. 

foreigners; and that the fourth, that is Z. ated only as a 
neſſenger and interpreter. 

Although I am aware of the repugnance you muſt feel to name 
beſe individuals, it is my duty to entreat you to make that feelin 
pie way to the importance of the object. Have the goodneſs 
en, it, Either to give me their names in writing, or commu- 
cate them confidentially to the bearer. adly, Jo name the 
dy to whom Mr. Pinckney alludes. zdly, To tell me if any 
i the citizens, employed in my department, and authorized by 


11th 
udes, 
tions 
etter 
vols, 
ich 
els 4 


Or, 
they 


Ta eo ſee the envoys, ſaid a ſingle word which had the leaſt ana- 
„eo the ſcandalous propoſition propoſition choguante made by 


L. and V. with reſpect to the payment of any ſum whatever, 
uended to be pocketted in a corrupt manner. | 


Anſwer of Mr. Gerry. 

Ciizen Miniſter, Paris, 3d June 1798, 16th Prairial, Year 6. 
HAVE received your letter of the 13th Prairial, in which, 
ſer having quoted part of mine of the 31ſt of May, you preſs 
e immediately to give way to the importance of the object; and 
„ To give you in writing, or to communicate rr 
the bearer, the names of the perſons for whom the letters W. 
. J. Z. ſtand. 2dly,'To name the lady alluded to by Mr. 
ickney, 3dly, To declare whether any of the citizens belong- 
$ to your office, and authorized by you to ſee the envoys, ever 
42 word which had the leaſt analogy to the ſcandalous * 
n made by X. and V. reſpeQing the payment of any ſum 
ever, to be pocketted in a corrupt manner. With regard to 
perſons underſtood by the letters X. V. Z. 1 ſhall ſend you 
u names, authenticated by my hand and ſeal, if you aſſure me 
Vor, VII. 3 K | that 


SS SER ES BEAESASESRS E535 


The Minifler of Foreign 1 to Mr. Gerry, Envoy of the 
n j 


I RECEIVED your letter of yeſterday ; you inform me, firſt, - 
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that they ſhall not be publiſhed as coming from me; although i 
meaſure does not appear to me neceſſary, in order to diſcover the ary 
J whole of them, and as Z. informs me, that he has volyntarily Mini 
1 avowed himſelf. But W. never having ſaid a word to me reſped. vi 
| ing X. or any part of our communications, I take it for granted, ut 
; that the maniſelt impropriety of which I ſhould be gujlty in gang 
Þ what you deſire upon a hearſay, will be a ſufficient excuſe for In 
% omitting his name. It is not in iny power to give you the name rlpe: 
$ of any lady, for no lady has had any political communication vin 
' me ſince my arrival in Paris. With regard to the citizens em- bs fu 
| ployed in your department, and authorized by you, in your aß - ih 
Ir cial communications, | cannot recolle& a word uttered by ay.” 
7 one of them which bad the leaſt analogy to the propoſitions made; = 
44 by X. and Y. in their jrregular negotiations, With reſpec to the re, 
| | payment of m_ to be 1 25 22 manner. I beg 2 
i. you to accept, Citizen Minilter, the aſſuranc | 
10 eſteem and — Ie * * 127 18 1 — 
| | collea 
8 i ; : & with | 
Fi The Minifler of Foreign Ae te Mer: Gerry, Envoy of the Unitd uy 
iv 5 . ame 
Sir, Haris, 16th Prairial ¶ June 3) 1 
by I HAVE juſt received your letter of yeſterday,—You may ſe; ; 
\ | me, in perfect confidence, the names to which you-allude under; * 
4 your hand and ſeal. I give you the aſſurance; that they ſhall not h 
be publiſhed as coming from you. ; Ng. rv 
82 * 
Note. Ihe names were accordingly tranſmitted to the miniſter * 
by whom they were immediately recorded. | Dire 
I till th 
\ th 
To the Ainifter of Foreign Affairs. mol 
: 5 Paris, 13th Prairial ¶ May 37). Gys 
| MR. GERRY has communicated to me the letter which * 
you 'yelterday wrote him, in which you expreſsly geſire ham i bh 
# acquaint you with the names of the perſons underſtood by the let- * 
ö | rers W. X T. Z. referred to in the correſpondence of the Ame, A ; 
7 Tican envoys, printed in a public paper of the United States d * 
1 America, dated 1ath April. E * 
; My delicacy could not but be ſeverely hurt ta ſee myſel "ty 
= under-the appellation of Z. performing a part in the compan) nw... 
44 certain intrigans, whoſe objec, doubtleſs, was to derive 46 ſubje 
Fe tage from the credulity of the American envoys, and to wn | 4 
0 them their dupes. F inding myſelf implicated in this affair, obſer 
L deſirous to remove the uneafineſs I felt, reſpecting the dig Neat 
id able impreſſions, and the conſequences, which the pe * 
ny 
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your letter to Mr. Gerry may have occaſioned, I thought it my 
duty to ſee you without delay, and to entreat you, Citizeg 
Miniſter, to have the goodneſs to give me your declaration in 
vriting, that in the interviews I had with theſe gentlemen I 
followed up the communication which you employed me to tranſ- 


_ nit to them in the manner which I now proceed to explain. 
Ys In the beginning of laſt Brumaire, having gone to pay my 
eſpects to the miniſter of foreign affairs, and the converſation 


having turned upon the United States of America, he expreſſed to me 
lis ſurpriſe that no Americans, and particularly the new envoys, 
ever came to his houſe ; that this was not the way to open the nego- 
tation, for the ſucceſs of which they had more reaſon than us to be 
concerned; that he would receive them individually with great plea» 
ſure, and particularly Mr. Gerry, whom he had known at Boſ- 
wn, Knowing the friendſhip which I maintained with Mr. 
Gerry, he deſired me to communicate to them what he had ſaid. 
| accordingly waited upon Mr. Gerry, who, having ſent for his 
colleagues, imparted to them the converſation which I had had 
vith the Citizen Miniſter. Meſſrs. Pinckney and Marſhall, from 
motives of etiquette, refuſed to wait updn the miniſter ; but as the 
ame reaſons did not apply to Mr. Gerry, it was agreed that we 
ſhould go next day to the miniſter's houſe, and that I ſhould 
company them. At this period Mr. Gerry could not expreſs him- 
il in French. Next day we accordingly went; but the miniſter 
tot being at home, Mr. Gerry requeſted that a day ſhould be named 
for the viſit, and it was fixed for a few days afterwards, We went 
to the place of meeting, and after the uſual compliments, Mr. 
Gerry having expreſſed to the miniſter his wiſh to ſee harmony 
r. eſlabliſhed between the republics, the miniſter replied; that the 
Directory had come io the determination not to treat with them 
tl they had made reparation for ſome articles in the ſpeech of 
de Preſident at the opening of the Congreſs, and given an 
explanation of ſome others; that he could only put off for a few 
). tys making an official communication to them of this determina- 
wh that till then if they had any propoſitions to make which 
„oed be agreeable to the Directory, he would preſent them with 
let iz utmoſt alacrity; that confidering' the circumſtance and the 
ervices of a ſimilar kind wHich France liad performed on a ſimi- 

; WY ccaſton to the United States, the beſt way would be for them 
o oer a loan to France either by taking. Batavian inſcriptions for 
. de ſum of G6fteen or ſixteen millions of florins, or in any other 
manner that might be approved. Mr. Gerry, after replying in a 

fate though evaſive, manner, on the firſt. article, added on the 

lbjeQt of the loan, that their powers did not extend ſo far, but that 

* would talk over the- matter with his colleagues. It. is ta be 

wlervzd, that, as the miniſter ſpoke nothing but French, I re- 

; of Kited in Engliſh to Mr, Gerry what he ſaid; and that although 
out 5 2 Certain 
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certain that he very well underſtood the anſwers of 3 1 
repeated them to him in French. We took our leave of the 
miniſter, who then received a courier, and he deſired me at pan. 
ing to repeat to Mr. Gerry and his colleagues what he had faid 
to us. Accordingly I repeated to Meſſrs. Pinckney and Marſhall, 
in preſence of Mr. Gerry, the converſation we had had with the 
miniſter. x 

A few days after, Mr, Gerry requeſted me again to accom. 
pany him on a viſit to the miniſter, and having renewed his ex. 
preſſions of the extreme deſire he entertained-to ſee the moſt pet. 
fect union re-eſtabliſhed between the two nations, he recurred 
to the inſufficiency of their power, and propoſed in his own 
name and that of his colleagues, that one of them ſhould imme- 
diately ſet out for America with the conditions which the French 


government might propoſe, The miniſter anſwered, that it wonld 
then require {ix months to have an anſwer, and that it was of the 


utmoſt importance to come to a ſpeedy reſolution ; that he was 
extremely deſirous to have frequent communications with them 
individually, and amicably. This appearing to him to be the 
beſt means to ative at a ſpeedy underſtanding, he lamented on 
this account that ke had yet had no communication with them. 
Such, Citizen Miniſter, as far as my memory can recolled, 
are the details of the two converſations at which I was preſent, 
I ſhall only add, that no perſon wiſhes more anxiouſly than I dn 
to ſee the negotiation brought to a ſucceſsful concluſſoon. 
Health and reſpect. 
AUTEVAL. 


— * — 9 


Senate of the United States, July 18, 1798. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 


RELIEVING that the letter received this morning from Gene- 
ral Waſkington, will give high ſatisfaction to the Senate, l 
tranſmit them a copy of it, and congratulate them and the public 


- on this great event, the General's acceptance of his appointment, 


as Lieutenant-general and Commander in Chief of the Army. 
United States, July 17, 1798. Jonx Apans 


— 8 


_ — 


Dear Sir, | Mount Vernon, July 13, 1798. 
I HAD the honour, on the evening of the 11th inſtant, to fe. 
ceive from the hand of the Secretary of War, your favour of the 
3th, announcing that you had, with the advice and conſent of 
the Senate, appointed me Lieutenant-general and C I 


\ 
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Chief of all the armies raiſed, or to be raiſed, for-the ſervice 
{the United States,” 

cannot expreſs how greatly affected I am at this new proof of 
ablic confidence, and the highly flattering manner in which you 
e been pleaſed to make the communication; at the ſame time, 
muſt not conceal from you my earneſt wiſh, that the choice had 
allen upon a man leſs declined in years, and better qualified to 
counter the uſual viciſſitudes of war. 

You know, Sir, what calculation I have made relative to the 
dbable courſe of events, on my retiring from office, and the 
termination I had conſoled myſelf with, of cloſing the remnant 
if my days in my preſent peaceful abode ; you will therefore be 
xt no loſs to conceive and appreciate the ſenſations I muſt have 


Me · 

nh perienced, to bring my mind to any concluſion that would 
old edge me, at ſo late a period of life, to leave ſcenes I ſincerely 
the Wore, to enter upon the boundleſs field of public action, inceſſant 
was rouble, and high reſponſibility. 
hem |t was not poſſible for me to remain ignorant of, or indifferent 


bo, recent tranſactions. The conduct of the Directory of France 
towards our country; their inſidious hoſtility to its government; 


from it; the evident tendency of their acts, and thoſe o 

pzents, to countenance and invigorate oppoſition ; their diſregard 
dt ſolemn treaties and the laws of nations; their war upon our 
eſenceleſs commerce; their treatment of our miniſters of peace; 
and their demands amounting to tribute ; could not fail to excite 
In me correſponding ſentiments with thoſe my countrymen have 
ſo generally expreſſed in their affectionate addrefſes to you. Be- 
leve me, Sir, no one can more cordially approve of the wiſe and 
prudent meaſures of your adminiſtration, They ought to inſpire 
univerſo] confidence, and will, no doubt, combined with the ſtate 
of things, call from Congreſs ſuch laws and means, as will 
enable you to meet the full force and extent of the crilis. 

datisfed, therefore, that you have ſincerely wiſhed and endea- 
woured to avert war, and exhauſted, to the laſt drop, the cup of 
conciliation, we can with pure hearts appeal to Heaven for the 
tice of our cauſe 3 and may confidently truſt the final reſult to 
at kind Providence who has heretofore, and ſo often, ſignally 
noured the people of theſe United States. 

Thinking in this manner, and feeling how incumbent it is upon 
"ery perſon, of every deſcription, to contribute at all times to 
lis country's welfare, and eſpecially in a moment like the pre- 
(ent, when every thing we hold dear and ſacred is ſo ſeriouſly 
lireatened ; I have finally determined to accept the commiſſion of 

mander in Chief of the armies of the United States, with 
lde reſerve only, that I ſhall not be called into the field until the 
army 
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army is in a ſituation to require my prefenice, or it becomes indif 
penſable by the urgency of circumſtances. 
In making this reſervation, I beg it to be underſtood, that Id 


not mean to withhold any aſſiſtance to arrange and organize the Ti 
army, which you may think I can afford. I take the hberty eme 
to mention, that I muſt decline having my acceptance conſider iMui:i. 
as drawing after it any immediate charges upon the public; Hand 
that I can receive any emoluments annexed to the appointment bon « 
before entering into a ſituation to incur expenſe. | | treat | 
The Secretary of War being anxious to return to the ſeat oi; is t 

government, I have detained him no longer. than was neceſſary u 

a full communication upon the ſeveral points he had in charge. 
With very great reſpect and conſideration, 
I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 

. Your moſt obedient, humble fervant, FC 
S. Wasnincrox, Wir... 
John Adams, * 
Pre/ident of the United States. aſus 
4 1 2 .... OT 
Bu 
Buonaparte to the Pacha of Egypt. pire f 
: On board POrient, 12 Maſſidor June 30). 3 
THE Executive Directory of the French republic have ire: (cu, 
quently applied to the Sublime Porte to demand the puniſh- that 1 
ment of the Beys of Egypt, who oppreſſed with their vexatioonly. | 
the merchants of France. ; Te 
But the Sublime Porte declared, that the Beys, an avariciot andi 
and fickle race, xefuſed to liſten to the principles of juſtice, reer 
not only that the Porte did not authorize theſe inſults, but wit ungut 
drew their protection from the perſons by whom they were con tnde 
mitte. Is 
The French republic has reſolved to ſend 2 powerfub army, ls un 
put an end to the exactions of the Beys of Egypt, in the ſang, I 
manner-as it has been ſeveral times compelled, during the preſent I; 
century, to take theſe meaſures againit the Beys of Tunis anc wen 


Algiers. You, who ought to be the maſter of the Beys, and 
are kept at Caizo, without power or authority, you ought k 
regard my arrival with pleaſure. Tou are, doubtleſs, alread 
appriſed that I. come not to attempt any thing againſt the Ales 
ran os.the Sultan. You know that the! French nation is the on) 


ally which the Sultan has in Europe. Come then and meet me Ca 
and. curſe along with me the impious race of the Beys. ue th 
ä (Signed) + BUONAPARTE: dh 
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Bunaparie, Commander in Chief, to the Commander of the Carauen. 
On board I Orient, 13 Meſſidor ¶ Fuly t). 

THE Beys have oppreſſed our merchants with vexation ; I am 
ame to demand reparation. Ta-morrow I ſhall be in Alex- 
wdria, You ought to feel no uneaſineſs; you belong to our 
rand friend, the Sultan; conduct yourſelf accordingly, But if 
jou commit the leaſt holtility againſt the French army, I ſhall 
treat you as an enemy; and for this you myſt be accountable, as 


tis tar from my heart and from my intentions. 
(Signed) BuoxATARTE. 


Buonaparte, General in Chief, to the People of Egypt. 

FOR a long time. the Beys who govern Egypt have inſulted the 
french nation, and oppreſſed the merchants with exactions. 

For a long time this heap of ſlaves, purchaſed in the Cau- 
aus and Georgia, have tyrannized over the faiteſt part of the 
world, 

But God, upon whom all depends, has directed that their em- 
pre ſhould finiſh. 

[Inhabitants of Egypt, when the Beys tell you I come to deſtroy 
jour religion, believe them not, Anſwer them, that I come to 
reſcue the rights of the poor from the hands of their tyrants ; and 
that the French reſpect, more than the Mamelucks, God, his 
Prophet, and the Koran. | 

Tell them that all men are equal in the eyes of God. Under- 
landing, ingenuity, and ſcience alone, make a difference be- 
tween them; and what wiſdom, what talents, what virtues diſ- 
lnguiſh the Mamelucks, that they ſhould have excluſively all that 
tnders lite ſweet and pleaſant ? | 
ls there a wake) of vant ? She belongs to the Mamelucks. 
ls there a handſome flave, a fine horſe, a fine houſe ? They be- 
ng to the Mamelucks. | 
ls Egypt their farm? Let them ſhow the leaſe which God has 
pen them, But God is juſt and merciful to all people. All the 
tevptians are entitled to the poſſetlion of all places. The wiſeſt, 
noſt enlightened, and moſt virtuous will govern, and the people 
vill be happy. You had once great cities, large canals, much 
tade : who has deſtroyed them but the avarice, injuſtice, and ty- 
nanny of the Mamelucks ? p Map 

Cadis, Cheiks, Imans, Tcherbadjies, tell the people that we 
ue the friends of true Muſſulmen. Did not we deſtroy the Pape, 
Wo ſaw that it was neceſſary to make war againſt the Muſſul- 
nen? Did we not deſtroy the Knights of Malta, becauſe thoſe 
bolith men thought that God wiſhed war to be carried on againſt 
Muflulmen ? Have not we been at all times the friends of the 
I | Grand 
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Grand Seignior, (may God accompliſh his wiſhes!) and the foe « 


his foes? The Mamelucks, on the contrary, are not they ever 
volting againſt the authority of the Grand Seignior, whom 
ſtill refuſe to acknowledge ? | 

Thrice happy thoſe who are with us! they ſhall proſper in thei 
fortune and rank—happy thoſe who are neuter ! they will he 
time to learn, to know us, and will be with us. But miſerable 
thrice miſerable thoſe who ſhall arm for the Mamelucks, and figh 
againſt us—there ſhall be no hope for them, they ſhall periſh! 
Art. I. All places which ſhall be three leagues diſtant from t 
route of the French army, ſhall ſend one of their principal inh 
bitants to the General to declare that they-ſubmit, and will hoiſtth 
French flag, which is blue, white, and red. 

II. Every village which ſhall arm againſt the French army ſſ 
be burned to the ground. 

III. Every village which ſhall fuhmit to the French ſhall boi 
the French flag, and that of the Sublime Port, their ally. 

IV. The Cheiks ſhall ſeal up the houſes and effects of the 
Mamelucks, and take care that not the ſmalleſt article ſhall be 
laſt. | 

V. The Cheiks, Cadis, and Imans, ſhall continue to exercise 
their reſpective functions. Each mhabitant ſhall remain in his 
houſe, and prayers ſhall continue as uſual : every one fhall retun 


thanks to God for the deſtruction of the Mamelucks. Glory tt 


the Sultan, glory to the French army his friend! -Curſes td the 


Mamelucks, and happineſs to the people of Egypt! 
| (Signed)  BUuUONAPARTE, 


Orders of Buonaparte, General in Chief, 


Head Quartiers on baard ! Orient, 3d Meu 
| (21ſt June), 6th Near, 

ART. I. Every individual of the army who ſhall pillage at 
ſteal ſhall be ſhot. 

II. Every individual of the army who ſhall impoſe: contribe- 
tions upon towns, villages, or individuals, or ſhalt commit ex- 
tortions, of whatever kind they may be, ſhall be ſhot. 

HH. When any individuals of a diviſion ſhall have committed 
any diſorders in a country, the whole diviſion thall be reſponſidle. 
If the guilty are known, the General in Chief ſhall order them io 
be ſhot ; if they are unknown, the General in Chief ſhall endes. 
vour to diſcover them; and if they remain undiſcovered, he ſhall 
retain, on account of the diviſion, the ſum neceffary to 1 J 
the inhabitants for the loſs they may have ſuſtained. 


4 


IV. No 
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e v. No individual of the army is authorized to make requiſitions, 
dor raiſe contributions, unleſs furniſhed with inſtructions from 
he Commiſſary in Chief, in purſuance of an order of the General 
in Chief. | bp 5 : 
thei ln caſe of urgency, as it often happens in war, if the General 
n Chief and the Commiſſary in Chief ſhould chance to be at a 
able dance from a diviſion, the General of Diviſion may authorize the 
Commiſſary at War to make the requiſitions of urgency. © 
v. The General of Diviſion ſhall immediately ſend to the Ge- 
nt in Chief a copy of the authority which he ſhall have given; 
the Commiſſary at War ſhall immediately ſend to the Com- 
niſary in Chief a copy of the objects he requires. 5 10 
VI. Nothing but neceſſaries for the ſoldiers, hoſpitals, tranſ- 
borts, and artillery, ſhall be put in requiſition. | = 
VII. When once the requiſitions are made, the objects required 
ball be put into the hands of the agents of the different adminiſtra- 
ons, who ſhall give receipts for them, and receive others from 
ſc to whom they ſhall diſtribute them, and ſhall be accountable 
every thing. Thus in no caſe can officers or ſoldiers receive 
| ect ly the objects required. n 
ries \11 1. All money, gold, and ſilver, proceeding from requiſitions, 
1 ur dbutions, or otherwiſe, ſhall within twelve hours be depo- 
turn] in the cheſt of the Paymaſter of diviſion; and in caſe he 
ull be at a diſtance, it ſhall be depoſited in the cheſt of the Quar- 
malter of the corps. 
IX. In thoſe places where there ſhall be a commandant, no requi- 
TH, on [hall be made without the Commiſſary at War firſt acquaint- 
tg the commandant of the place by whoſe order it is the requiſi- 
n is made. The commandant of the place ſhall immediately 
lorm the Etat Major-general thereof. r 
* X. Thoſe who act contrary to the 5th, 6th, jth, 8th, gth, and 
6 articles, ſhall be caſhiered, and condemned to two years im- 
onment, | . 
e i. The General in Chief orders the General Chief of the 
at Major, Generals of Diviſion, and Commiſſaries in Chief, to 
ribu- their utmoſt endeavours to execute the preſent order ; his in- 
| lion being, that the funds of the army ſhall not be applied to tho 
"ntage of a few individuals, but to the advantage of all. 
The General in Chief, 


- 


| (Signed) BUONAPARTE. 
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crooked path of iniquity. The Cadi, to whoſe care the tribut 


' andria by vexatious proceedings, rapine, or menaces ; and tho 


| he ſhall never attempt to compel any of the inhabitants to chan 


ing of Wedneſday the zoth of the moon Muharep, 1215 5. 


ſubjoined, and the General in Chief of the French army encampe 
in this city. | | 


his perſon, or the army which he commands. 
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Declaration of the Mufti and principal Cheiks ef the Ciy 
Alexandria, in the Name of the [nhabitants, 


GLORY to God, to whom all glory is due, and peace to 1 
holy Prophet Mahomer, his family, and the companions of hi 
divine miſſion. Ren i | Ri 

The following agreement has been concluded between us, 
chief men of the city of Alexandria, whoſe names are hereunt 


The underſigned Chiefs ſhall continue to obſerve the law 
ſacred inſtitutions. They ſhall determine all difference accordin 
to the pureſt juſtice, and careſully keep at a diſtance from i 


of juſtice is to be confided, ſhall be a man of the pureſt moralsa 
the moſt irreproachable conduct; but he ſhall not pronounce an 
ſentence without firſt conſulting the chiefs of the law, and hi 
final judgment ſhall be regulated by their deciſion. The ful 
ſcribing Cheiks ſhall ſtudy the means of making righteouſnel 
flouriſh, and direct all their efforts to that object, as if animate 
with the ſame ſpirit. They ſhall take no reſolution but whati 
adopted with one accord. They ſhall zealouſly labour for i 
2 of the country, the happineſs of the people, and the & 

ruction of the children of vice and iniquity. They further pr 
miſe never to betray or attempt to enſnare the French army, tou 
contrary- to its intereſts, nor enter into any conſpiracy that m 
be formed againſt it. | 

To all theſe promiſes they have bound themſelves by the me 
ſolemn oath, which they renew by this act in the. ſincereſt a 
moſt religious manner. FE 

The General in Chief of the French army promiſes on his path 
that no one of the ſoldiers ſhall moleſt the inhabitants of Ale 


who ſhall commit ſuch exceſſes ſhall be puniſhed with the utm6 
rigour. | | 


The General in Chief has alſo moſt ſolemuly promiſed, 1 


their religion, nor to make any innovation in their relig 
uſages; but, on the —_— aſſures them, that his wiſh is, U 
they ſhall continue to profeſs their religion, and that he will col 
tinue to maintain their tranquillity and property by all the mean” 
his power, as long as they ſhall abſtain from any attempt 4 


The preſent convention was prepared and ſigned on the mon 


(4433) 
the Hegira, correſponding to the 17th Meſlidor, 6th y ent of the 


French republic, one and indivifible. 
The ſignatures of the Mufti and heiks are as follows : | 
The poor SEULEIMARNy cained Mufti of Maliki. 
The poor IBRAniM Bous, Chief of the 
'Set Hamſte. _ ; 
The poor MUHAMED EL MExssSIRA. 
The poor AHMED, &c. 
Tranſlated by me, Secretary-interpreter to the General in 
Chief, | Sal ab "VENTURE. 


Head 7 at Alexandria, 15th 


Buonaparte, General in Chief, commands} ._ 

1. THAT all the Turkiſh ſailors who were ſlayes in Malta, 
ether natives of Syria, the iſles of the Archipelago, or. ſubjects 
f the Bey of Tripoli, ſhall be inſtantly ſet at liberty. /.. 
2. The Admiral ſhall diſembark them : to-morrow at ,Alex- 
andria, where the Etat-major ſhall furniſh them with paſſports 
Ite Arabic language. „ae, bo ths $boilig wil) bet! nie 
. | (Signed) | . Boonayrartr, 
ahn ime lice: 

Mad Parte at Alexandria,” 171th 
Mauer, btb Tear. _ _ 
Buonaparte, General in Chief, commands : 

1. THAT the names of all the French ſoldiers killed in the 
uling of Alexandria, ſhall be engraved on Pompey's Pillar. 

2. They ſhall be interred at the foot of the Pillar. Citizens 
Lortes and Dutertre will preſent a plan to me for the execution of 
tte prelent order. a . 

3- This ſhall be inſerted in the general orders. 
4. The Etat- major ſhall tranſmiz tg the above commiſſion a 
be — names of thoſe who have been flain on the taking of 

Xandria, 8 | | 


| (Signed) f BUONAPAR TE. 


Bunaparte, Commander in Chief, to the Cheiks and Notables of 
e i OG nem 

| Head Duarters at Giza, 4th Thermidor 

YOU win ſee, by the annexed proclamation, by what ſenti- 
ments I am animated. Yeſterday the Mamelucks were, for the 


or their reſpective places of reſidence, and with proclamations in 
e dine Cie 


3L 2 molt 
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moſt part, killed or taken priſoners, and I am now in Purſuit e 
the few that remain. Send hither the boats which are on you 
banks of the river, and 1 4 alſo a deputation to make known t 


me your ſubmiſſion. Cauſe bread, meat, —_ and barley toy 


provided for my army, and be perfectly eaſy, for no one has 
greater deſire than I to contribute ta your happineſs, ( 
(Signed) BuonAranti, | (/ 
; no 
| 1 ac 
Buonaparte, Commander in Chief, to the People Cairo, Wal 
| Head Quarters at Giza, 4th Thermidor, 6th Tur Wh."” 
PEOPLE af Cairo, I am ſatisfied with your conduct. V ent. 
have done right not to take any part againſt me; I am come Me. 
deſtroy the race of the Mamelucks, and to protect the trade 1 July 
the natives 6f the country. Let all thoſe who are under any fe ell 
be compoſed ; and let thoſe who have quitted their houſes retun 12 
to them. Let prayers be offered up to-day as uſual, for I vi 9 
that they may be always continued. Entertain no fear for your we 
milies, your houſes, your property, and, above all, the religo e i 
of your Prophet, whom'l love. As it is abſolutely neceſſary ch 
| ſome perſons ſhould be immediately charged with the adminiſtn ery 
tion of the police, in order that tranquillity may not be- inter 
rupted, there ſhall be a Divan compoſed of ſeven perſons, wht 
ſhall aſſemble at the moſque of Ver; and there ſhall always — 
wo with the commandant of the place, and four ſhall be occu z 


ied in maintaining public tranquillity, and in watching over t 


1 lice, | H 
* FE (Signed); © BuoNaranTri: T 
ww F | 3 | C@r(l; 
; A, ts p. 
$ Buonaparte, Commander in Chief, to the Pacha of Caire, 4 
1 1 45 © Head Quarters at Cairo, 2 Nun. 
71 | No ( Auguft 19), 6th Year. ap 
i THE intention of the French republic in taking poſſeffon Ws, t. 
4 Egypt, is to drive out the Mamelucks, who were both rebels urg 
5 the Porte, and declared enemies to the French government. M ne 
= - preſent, when maſter of it by the ſignal victory which its army g, 
= gained, its intention is to preſerve to the Pacha of the C Wade 
; 4 Seignior his revenues and appointment. I beg then you will 1 per 
8 ſure the Porte that it will ſuffer no kind of loſs, and I will une 
4 Care it ſhall continue to receive the tribute heretofore paid to i. rlig 
5 | (Signed) BuONAPARTh Bs: 

; place 

og 
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5 Scutari, Fuly 15. 
We Ibrahim Benghelli, Pacha and Vizier of Albania for the 
Sublime Porte. | 
1 Citizen Bruyere, Conſul General, Charg{ d'Affaires of the © 
French Republic at Ragiſa. Io 
Citizen, P 6 
[CANNOT expreſs the joy which I feel on the happy news 
now tranſmitted to me. 1 regard this complaiſance on your part 
a clear proof of the friendſhip and affeRion of the great nation 
wwards us, its friends and allies. The taking of Malta, in form- 
ng an epoch in the feſtivals of France, will engrave in indelible 
haraters in the hearts of true Muſſulmen the moſt lively ſenti- 
nents of gratitude. I rejoice that the illuſtrious conductor of ſa 
me (cult an enterpriſe is the very ſame Buonaparte, the hero of 
Jaly, of whoſe friendſhip I am the more proud, becauſe his con- 
cults have aſtoniſhed the age. | 
ou | am anxious for an opportunity of ſhowing my friendſhip for 
he great nation. It will always be my wiſh to render as much 
rice as poſſible to France. I hope that you will give me accu- 
me information reſpecting the operations of the French armies. 
Sch advices will always afford me much pleaſure, eſpecially 
ery thing relating to my friend Buonaparte. | 
(Signed) BRAHIM BENGHELLI. 


AC. . 


— 


Memorial delivered by the Porte to all the Foreign Miniſſers. 


THE Porte, as all Europe knows, has long continued at peace 
with France, and on terms of the ſtricteſt amity and good un- 
@rllanding, which good-underſtanding it has done every thing in 
Is power to maintain, With the utmoſt ſurpriſe, therefore, has 
ſeen the Turkiſh territories abruptly, and in a moſt extraor- 
Wnary manner, attacked by the French arms. A man of the 
ume of Buonaparte, giving himſelf out to be a French general, 
tzs made war on the Turkiſh province of Egypt. It is impoſſible 
hr the Porte to believe that ſuch a proceeding, ſo contrary to the 
Nghts of all nations, can ever be countenanced, much leſs com- 
manded, by the French Executive Directory. A conſiderable force 
bu, however, been ſent to Egypt, to ſtop the progreſs of the in- 
ders. Some of the emiſſaries of Buonaparte have pretended to 
Ferſuade the people of Egypt, that they have been ſent by Maho- 
net to give them perfect liberty and happineſs, and render their 
religion the ſovereign religion on earth ; but the people' have an- 
ſrered, that Mahomet authorizes no injuſtice, and that they can 
Pace no faith in ſuch promiſes from thoſe who have denied their 
%, and renounced their own prophet, 
Conflantinople, Sept. 2. : 6 
n 8 Manifeflo 
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Manifeſto of the Sublime Porie, communicated io our eficemed Fri 
the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the Court of Great Britain, 
Conſiantinople, the 11th September 1798, 


TRANSLATION». 


II. notorious that the peace and good harmony which, f 
time immemorial, have exiſted between the Sublime Porte a: 
the court of France, have never been interrupted by enmity at 
miſunderſtanding, but that, on the contrary, until this peric 
the Sublime Porte has made it her uniform and conſtant ſtudy 
ſcrupulouſly to maintain the treaties, to fulfil the duties of ami 
with care, and upon every occaſion to give proofs of her ſincem 
and friendſhip. 

At the time when the revolution firſt broke out in France f 
years ago, when moſt of the powers in Europe conſec 
againſt that country, the Sublime Porte, although a witneſs: 
the improper proceedings of thoſe who held the reins of goven 
ment by uſurpation, choſe rather, in obſervance of ber ancien 
amity with the French nation, io remain neutral: and though ſh 
had been ſeveral times invited by the allied courts to join vil 
them, aud to break with France; although the troubles of th 
country had become more and more violent at that particular 
riod when an amy had reached near Paris; whilſt ſoon after thi 
fortreſſes of Valenciennes, Conde, and Queſnoy, the keys 
France on the northern fide, were taken by the Auſtrian ams 
Toulon, the only arſenal of the French in the Medite 
had fallen in the hands of the Engliſh, with the ſhips of wa 
which were in it; and by an increaſed party of royaliſts in the 
provjnces, the ſituation of the government had become more 
tical, and perplexity and diſtreſs prevailed on every ſide; yetti 
Sublime Porte, notwithſtanding that-it depended only upon herſe 
to join with the other 22 nevertheleſs, giving way. to 
known principles of juſtice, did no ways conſent to deviate in 
the line of a neutral conduct. | | 

On the contrary, conſidering that if, under the circumſtances 
a ſtrong famine, by which France, blocked up by fea and land, v 
afflicted, the Sublime Porte had alſo broken off her connexm 
their diſtreſſed fituation would have been ſuch as to throw the! 
habitants into total de ſulation and defpair ; ſhe abſtained from it 
meaſure ; and ſhe hereby aſks, whether it be not a fact, that 
liberality which ſhe bas ſhown to them from time to time, 3 
brought complaints againſt her from other powers? 

The extenſive advantages which the French have reaped in 
the Sublime Porte's remaining neutral during the. courſe of 1 
war, become clear and evident by a moment's glance at thee 
of the war, and the public tranſactions during that 
Whilſt,” therefore, in conſideration of the uniform ads of „ 


if 
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Cenſion thus obſerved towards them by the Sublime Porte, they, 
their ſide, ought alſo to have been ſteady in preſerving peace; 
i thoſe among them who found the means of aſſuming to them- 
hes the reins of government by favour of the revolution, began 
v deviſe various pretences, and under an illuſive idea of liberty 
liberty ſo called in word, but which in reality knows no other 
eu uns but the ſubverſion of every eſtabliſhed government (after the 
ample of France), the aboliſhment of all religions, the deſtruc- 
tion of every country, the plunder of property, and the diſſolution 
all human ſociety—to occupy themlelves in nothing but in miſ- 
mighMe:ding and impoſing upon the ignorant amonglt the people, pre- 
eri ending to reduce mankind to the ſtate of the brute creation; and 
tis to favour their own private intereſts, and render the govern- 
x rent permanent in their own hands. 
Adtuated by ſuch principles, they. made it their maxim to ſlic 
p and corrupt, indiſcriminately, the ſubjects of every power, 
whether diſtant or near, - either in peace or at war, and ro excite 
them to revolt againſt their natural ſovereigns and goverament. 
h hu Whilſt on one hand their miniſter at Conſtantiuople, purſuant 
that ſyſtem of duplicity and deceit which is their cuſtom every 
where, made profellions of friend{hip for the Ottoman empire, 
vouring to make the Sublime Porte the dupe of their jnfi- 
us projects, and to forward their object of exciting her againit 
her friendly powers; the commanders and generals of theic 
my in Italy, upon the other hand, wete engaged in the heinous at- 
can apt of perverting the ſubjects of his Majeſty the Grand Seignior, 
lending agents (perſons notorious for their intriguing prag- 
cs) into Anatolia, Morea, and the iſlands of the Archipelago, - 
nd by ſpreading manifeſtoes of the molt inſidious tenour, among 
hich the one addreſſed by Buonaparte to the people of Macrio, 
erſel 3 others diſtributed by the ſame, are ſufficiently knowa 
e public. 7 
Upon the Sublime Porte's complaining to the Ditectory of this 
nduQ of their commanders and generals, their anſwer was, that 
* proceedings on the part of their officers, contrary to friend- 
tip, were not with the conſent of the Directory, and the ſame 
| dould be prevented, and their officers warned againſt it; the wiſh 
eufß de French goverament being to ſtrengthen more and more the 
cient friendſhip ſubſiſting with the Sublime Porte. | 
ln conſequence of this anſwer, delivered officially on their 
Pt, it was expected that the ſaid generals would have left off 
heir ſeditious purſuits. © But nevertheleſs no change appearing 
i their conduct, and their perſeverance in ſuch inſidious practices 
ing greater than ever, it became obvious that the anſwers of the 
: reQory were only fititious and deceitful ; that the intriguing 
rio ps of their agents could not but be difated by the inſtruc- 
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. tlons which were given them, and conſequently that any furthe 
complaint would be of no avail whatever. 

Notwithſtanding theſe tranſactions, however, the Sublin 
Porte, in the hopes of the Directory altering its ſyſtem of ca 
duct, and laying aſide the ſenſeleſs purſuit of wiſhing to overty 
the univerſe; in ex pectation of ſeeing things in France, from it 
haraſſed ſituation of that country, at length take a different tun 
by the people refuſing to bear any longer thoſe intolerable evi 
and diſaſters which have been brought upon them from the | 
fonal views of a few upſtart individuals ſince the commencemer 
of the revolution, and with the view of preventing ſecret enmit 
from producing an open rupture, ſhe did not alter her courſe 
but preferred keeping ſilence. | 

In the beginning of the war with the other powers, the Fren 
government had declared, that their intention was not to acqui 
new territory, but, on the contrary, to reſtore every ſuch con 
queſt as might have been made by their arms during the contelt 
contrary to which, they not only have kept poſſeſſion of variou 
extenſive provinces, ſnatched by them from the belligeren 
powers; but not content with this, profiting of the chang 
which had prevailed among the allied courts through their in 
trigues, have put off the — entirely, and developing their ſeen 
views, without reaſon or juſtice, have fallen upon ſeveral free an 
independent republics and ſtates who had held themſelves neutral 
like the Sublime Porte; invading their territories when leaſt pre 
vided with the means of defence, and ſubjecting them to their wi 
by open force and hoſtility. | 
Thus, no one being left to control them, they tore the veils 
all decorum at once, and unmindful of the obligations of treatie 
and to convince the world that friendſhip and enmity are the ſam 
. thing in their eyes, contrary to the rights of nations, and in vi 
lation of the ties ſubſiſting between the two courts, they came, il 
2 manner altogether unprecedented, like a ſet of pirates, u 
made a ſudden invaſion in Egypt, the moſt precious among iht 
. provinces of the Ottoman Porte, of which they took forcible po 
ſeſſion at a time when they had experienced nothing from this cout 
but demonſtrations of friendſhip. 

Upon the firſt ſurmiſe of the French project to invade that pr 
vince, Ruffin, their charge d'affaires at this reſidence, Was k 
vited to a conference, where he was queſtione 1 officially 398 
this buſineſs : he firſt declared he had no intelligence whate 
reſpeQing it, but he gave it as a ſpeculation of his on, that 
ſuch an enterpriſe ever proved true, it probably mult be to 83 
revenge of the Beys, and to annoy and attack the Engliſh erke. 
ments in the Eaſt Indies. | 8325 

In anſwer to this it was circumſtantially ſtated to him, that 
ſmalleſt attempt on the part of the French upon Cairo, on == 

| 7 
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xt it might be founded, would be taken as a declaration of 
and thereby the friendſhip ſubſiſting between the two courts 
1blinWW:ce the moſt ancient times, would, both in à legal and political 


co ae, be converted into enmity z that the Ottoman empire would 
ertu it ſuffer the loſs of a handful of ſand of the Egyptian 8 5 
Mm te whole Ottoman ſect would ſet itſelf in motion for the de- 


| erance of thoſe bleſſed lands; and that if the chaſtiſement of the 
e ei of Egypt was neceſſary, it behoved the Sublime Porte to 
nid it on them as her dependents ; that the interference of the 
emen roch in this buſineſs was inconſiſtent with the rights of nations; 
mi the court of Great Britain, being the deareſt friend of the 
Ntoman empire, the Sublime Porte would never conſent to the 
ſage of French troops through her territory to act againſt their 
lements ; that, in {ey ſhould even their expedition to Egypt 
cure no other object but this, it would be equally conſtrued 
| condo a declaration of war, of all which he was charged to 
ntell Wt: the carlieſt communication to the Directory in this very 


wouage, 
geren Piarches, bearing inſtruQions to the ſame effect, were at the 
ne time written to Aali Efendi, the Sublime Porte's ambaſſa- 
r at Paris, who was moreover directed to demand officially an 
wplanation of the matter upon the ſpot, 
ee an fore the communications ſent by 2 to the Directory, 
d the diſpatches tranſmitted by the Sublime Porte to her ambaſ- 
"Wor before named, a letter of an old date was received by the ſaid 
ir ien, expreſſing that Buonaparte's expedition to Egypt was 
te, but that the object was to ſecure ſome commercial advan- 
| es by bringing the Beys to an account, and to hurt Great Bri- 
cat in; that an ambaſſador had been appointed to prefer ſeveral 
opoſitions favourable to the intereſts of the Ottoman Porte, and 


in VIC guſt the affair in queſtion ; with this further ridiculous hint, 

ne, Man, were the Porte to declare war for this againſt the republic, 

Sy K courts would lay themſelves open to an attack on the part of 

1g "I Emperor : all this the ſaid charge d'affaires delivered afficially, 

e poi be alſo preſented a copy of that letter. 

$ cours 18 the other hand, in the anſwer received meanwhile from 
oman ambaſſador above mentioned, it was ſtated, that in 


Wormity to his inſtructions, he had had an interview with Talley- 


uolt Egypt, and ſaid that Buonaparte's commiſſion had no 
WT" jc but the conqueſt of Malta; that the abolition of the 
my let there being a meaſure conducive to the benefit of all the 
ate us, the Sublime Porte ought to feel even obliged by it that 
tert vor. VII. : 3 M | 


as It u Perigord, the miniſter of external relations, in which he had 

"cd his diſpatches, explained their purport, and demanded 
_ ally a categorical anſwer : that the ſaid miniſter (forgetting, 
hat to be ſuppoſed, the tenour of the letter which had been written 
* fuffin ſome time before) poſitively diſavowed the expedition 
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the Directory had nothing more at heart than to maintain the pen 
_ exiſting with the Porte ſince time immemorial, and more x 
more to ſtrengthen the ſame, thus barefacedly exhibiting a far 
of the moſt artful duplicity : the wide contradiQtion between i 
above two communications being viſibly a freſh artifice by whic 
to miſlead the Ottoman Porte with her eyes open, and tog 
time until intelligence could be procured reſpecting the affair 
Egypt, the reſult of which had not then come to their knowledy 
Maſt not this moſt extraordinary event be taken as a palpable ( 
monſtration, that the directors of the French government, to 
cond their own ambition and arrogance, have aQually loſt all 
collection of thoſe laws obſerved and maintained in eyery regu 
government, and that no faith whatever is to be placed in the 
words and profeſſions ? : : 

From the tenour of their arbitrary proceedings and deſpe 
conduct, as too well witneſſed from firſt to laſt, it is clear and 
dent that their project is no other but to baniſh every orderly in 
tution from the face of the world ; to overſet human ſociety, 
by an alternate play of ſecret intrigue or open hoſtility, as 
ſaits their end, to derange the conſtitution of every eſtabliſhed: ! 
dependent ſtate, by creating (as they have done in Italy) a nun 
of ſmall republics, of which the French is to be the parent i 
ther, and thus to ſway and to conduct every thing after their ne 
will every where. | 

Now Egypt being the portal of the two venerable cities (Me 
and Medina), and the preſent operations in that quarter being ere 

nature affecting all the Mohamedan ſect at large, the Subli 
Porte, conſiſtently with her expreſs declarations to the 200 
French chargé d'affaires, and through her ambaſſador to the 
rectory at Paris, feels compelled by every law to reſiſt the ſuii¶ ern 
and unprovoked aggreſſions and hoſtilities committed by WiWhroin 
French as above, and with a full confidence in the aſſiſtane 
the omnipotent God, to ſet about repelling and deſtroying 
enemy by ſea and land. Thus to wage war againſt France b 
come a precept of religion incumbent upon all Muſſulmen. 

In conſequence whereof the afore-named charge d' affaires, i 
ther with the officers of that miſſion, have been ſent to the 
Towers, to be detained there as hoſtages until ſuch time 3s 
Eſendi before named, and thoſe of his retinue, be arrived * 
Paris: and the conſuls, merchants, and French properis 
Conſtantinople, and in other parts of the Ottoman empire, 
alſo be kept in depoſit and as a ſecurity until the merchanth 
pendents of the Sublime Porte, with their ſhipping and | 0u wi 
perties, as alſo the public ſhips, with their equipages, dem 
- = the province of Egypt (priſoners of war excepted), be ſet 

_:... A | | 
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To repel the perfidy of theſe uſurpers, who have raiſed the 


).:dard of rebellion and trouble in France, is a meaſure in which 
t the ſafety and 1 of the Sublime Porte alone, but alſo 
at of all the powers in Europe, is concerned. Wherefore the 
it hopes are entertained of the cordial co-operation of all 
xendly courts, as well as of their diſpoſition to fulfil, by every 
peans in their power, their duties of friendſhip and of aſſiſtance 
i the preſent cauſe. 


1 Rebuilakhir, 1213 (11 September 1798). 
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Injerial Decree, promulgated at the Porte, on Saturday, 1ſt Sept. 


| TRANSLATION. 
To you, Kaimakam Paſha, theſe are addreſſed. 


le(oDVER ſince the Supreme Vizir, Izzed Mehemmed Paſha, 
ind came to that office, inſtructions were conſtantly given him to 
hui end to the defence of the Ottoman dominions, and never to be 
ly, F his guard againſt the plots of enemies. He however, ] from 
ec motives, has attended to nothing but his own intereſt ; ſo . 
(hed Wt in the dark himſelf, with reſpe& to the evil deſigns of thoſe 
numt ih * infidels the French, from not procuring proper intel- 
ent 


ence, he did not appriſe the inhabitants of Egypt thereof in good 
ne : 


When the unhappy tidings from thence came to our Imperial 
ar, a full month after that inſufferable event had come to paſs, ſuch 
re our grief and concern, that we take God to witneſs, it drew 
us from our eyes, and deprived us of ſleep and reſt. 

We have therefore immediately depoſed him from. the office of 


and Vizir, and have appointed in his place Youſſouff Paſha, 
> ſud rernor of Erzerum, until whoſe arrival at our ſublime gate we 
by SWooint and conſtitute you, Muſtafa Bey, to be Kaimakam. 
tance Now it. being incumbent upon all true believers to combat thoſe 
jug thleſs brutes the French, and it being become a politive duty 
ce 


r our Imperial perſon to deliver the bleſſed territories from their 
turſed hands, and to revenge the inſult which they have offered 
 Muſſulmans, no delay whatever is to take place fre the arrival 
thenew Vizir; but the moſt vigorous meaſures muſt be purſued 
attack them by fea and land. 


ed 1 Wherefore by a deliberation with the illuſtrious lawyers, mi- 
erties ers, and chieftains, our ſubjects, you mult (with a full confi- 
re, ce in God and his Prophet) fix upon the effectual means of 


: ing the province of Egypt from the preſence of fuch wretches. 
% will acquaint all the true believers in the reſpeQive quarters, 


— IIS 


* 
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that te are af war with the French; and, turning night into du Wi a. 
will apply your utmoſt efforts to take revenge of them. ' Ani. 

You will adopt the moſt vigilant conduct towards defending the 
other Mahomedan provinces, and our Imperial frontiers, froe 
the plots and malice of the enemy, by the due reinforcement of en 
—_ port and place with troops and military ſtores, | 


ou will likewiſe direct your zealous attention towards the M uinec 
ſupply of daily proviſions to the inhabitants ↄf this our Imperial ri 
ſidence ; and will watch over the affairs of all perſons in genen m. 
until the Supreme Vizir do arrive. | aſt 


We ſhall obſerve your exertions; and may the omnipotent Ga 
ordain his divine favour to attend our undertakings, and render uo d 
ſucceſsful in the vindication of our cauſe! 


" 
* a ® 8 = a A... ho * 8 _— 


— 
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irt 

Addreſs of the Legiflative Body to the French Nation, agreed to h F 

1 TER too Councils, on the 6th OA. 1798. | * 
AT the moment when the legiſlative body, penetrated with ne ſ 
importance of its auguſt duties, gives to the generous pe, 
whom it repreſents, the uſeful inſtitution of military conſeripte te de 
Circumſtances of great importance demand a ſpeedy application Me 


Its proviſions, and require the immediate benefit of its effects. 
a ſudden operation of that law two hundred thouſand citizens mt 
| called upon to ſhare the honour of defending their country. It. 
not that they abandon the hope, or renounce the deſire, of a ſpeedy 


peace. They never have ceaſed to ſigh for that moment, ee 
happy and glorious moment, when our common mother, ſeater ve 
upon the trophies of her children, might lay aſide the ſword, an 

devote her whole attention to the improvement of agriculture, Met 
the peaceable purſuit of ſcience, to the brilliant inventions of older 
tional induſtry and pacific arts. Too much care, howeyer, al oma 


not be employed to diſſipate the clouds which threaten the political! the 
horizon of Europe. The French republic has made all the fact 
fices for peace which her humanity dictated, and which her gl rce 
allowed. Wanting nothing but the will to conquer and to fee. 
due, the republic had the courage to arreſt its courſe in the m Dihila 
of its triumphs. If, however, certain crowned prize- fighters, ti 

corrected by their numberleſs defeats, ſtill are deſirous inen 5 
open the liſts, then, by the ſolemn voice of the two great po 4 
of the ſtate, it will again give the ſignal of victory; and 50 
Frenchmen, you will anſwer with an undhimous cry, * We 7 
ready ! what nation calls for its deliverance ? what king is tir 
reigning ?” + | ; Wn] a 
he indulgent republic has left on their thrones kings wf 
were guilty of aggreſſion againſt it; but it has not left them le 
right of violating treaties, and continuing with impunity w. * 
4 I WW. 5 "RH — ; A 
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animate againſt them your magnanimous reſentment. And 
ho among you has forgotten the calamities which France has 

compelled to bear during a long and terrible war? It was 
t enough that an impious league was formed to annihilate the 
{.ut republic; it was not enough that the French territory was 
ned with ſacrilegious ſtandards. Our inteſtine diviſions, the 
mes of rival factions, the civil war kindled in the weſtern de- 
mments, fanaticifm inflaming the credulous populace, ruin and 
aſtation overſpreading our fertile fields; are not all theſe cala- 
ties the work of haughty England, and ſome obedient kings 
ho declared themſelves at once the agents and the penſionaties 
Ihe Engliſh government? Have we not ſeen their judges = 
in our courts the arraignment of liberty ? Have we not ſeen 
ir repreſentatives within the ſacred walls where the majeſty of 
de French le reſides? And, ye unfortunate old men, ye 
amtive mothers, if ſolitude reigns in your cottages ; if, unbend- 
g under your ruſtic roofs, you call in vain the ſons who ſhould 
ne ſoothed your laſt moments, and ſhut your dying eyes; thoſe 
ns, thoſe heroes, eſcaped from ſo many battles, have fallen under 
e daggers of hired aſſaſſins, and their unhonoured corpſes have 
jed with blood our indignant rivers. Not even a grave have 
dey found in this immenſe republic, founded, cemented, aggran- 
led dy themfelves. Royaliſm cut them off in the midſt of 2 
eople who had aboliſhed royalty. Their laſt fighs, their laſt 
ks, implored the abſent republic; and if the intereſt of all Eu- 


bor vengeance. | 

The arms of the republic have overcome all obſtacles, and pro- 
Inted all its enemies. At the beginning of the war the Stadt- 
olderate had connected itſelf with the deſtinies of England;; the 
loman theocracy launched againſt us the exhauſted thunders 
df the Vatican; the Helvetic confederacy protected all the conſpi- 
tors baniſhed from the French territory, Five years have 
rcely elapſed, and the Stadtholderate is overthrown,'the Roman 
Weocracy is humbled with the duſt, and the Helvetic oligarehy an- 
Bidilated. In the place of tyrants and adverſaries, we fee repub- 
ans and friends. Upon an element which ſometimes baffles thre 
oſt ſublime courage, fortune may for a moment have forfaken 
ite defenders of their country! Glory has every where purſued 
em! The ocean has buried ſome of our heroes, but not their 


ith melancholy diſmay the inevitable blow which is to ſtab her 
= heart, and to revenge the two worlds !! Woe to the incon- 
=p monarchs whom her corrupting gold ſhall ſeduce into new 

rs! : 


Let not the governments which yet are willing to tempt the 


- 


+» midſt of peace. Numerous and powerful motives will eafily- 


hope now ſolicits peace, their aſhes and your ſolitary tears ſtill cry 


er. dying renown, England, —_— at rapes as Votre 
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dangers of war, hope to weaken our efforts by ſowing diviſion 


among us. Long and cruel experience has taught us to deſgiſ 
thoſe homicidal denominations which create and perpetuate t; 
tions. Vainly ſhall they attempt to oppoſe to each other the powe 
which enacts and the power which executes the laws. They ft 
march cloſely knit, indiſſolubly united. 

The fpirit by which they are equally animated is a fincere at 


conſtant deſire of peace. But it is of a peace glorious for Frans 


and her allies; it is at the ſame time the invincible reſolution 
repelling by force every inſult offered to the dignity of the republic 
Fathers of families, bleſs Jour children, whoſe 1 our con 
mon mother requires ; inſpire them with your praiſes : the 


teem of age is flattering to courage, and their glory will be refledt 
upon your grey hairs. Mothers, wives, retain not their gener 


ſteps ; animate their heroiſm by your commands; hurry them 


to glory; let them haſten to reap their ſhare of that which is f 


inheritance of every Frenchman! And you, ye young defende 
of your country, fly! your brothers in arms await you. Ya 
will find in the armies the example of living heroes, and the me 
mory of the heroes who have fallen in the cauſe of liberty, Hock 
and Marceau, on the banks of the Rhine ; Labarpe and Stenge 
on the banks of the Hendan ; repoſe amid the glory of their ex 
ploits. On their tombs you will ſhed the tears of gratitude a 
of religious reſpect ; and 'if the hour of battle arrives, you wit 
ſwear on their aſhes to die victorious. 


EQUALITY,.LIBERTY, FRATERNITY. 


THx Executive Directory of the Batavian republic hereby gin 
| notice, that the repreſentative body, as eſtabliſhed by de 


. conſtitution, having taken into their conſideration, that the vaniou 


laws and proclamations heretofore enacted and publiſhed again 
the importation of Britiſh goods, have not been ſufficiently cle 
and efficacious to cauſe that interruption to the trade of England 


' which the hoſtile and inſolent conduct of that country towards th 


republic at all times has merited ; and conſidering that it is a 
ſolutely neceſſary, in order to diſappoint the avarice and humble thc 
pride of Britain, as alſo for the encouragement of the manufac- 
tures of the Batavian republic, to enact more preciſe and rigorous 
reſtrictions, and ſuch as ſhall admit of no evaſion on the part of 

merchants and dealers, nor be liable to be miſunderſtood by tit 
public officers, from a doubt what commadities and wares are i6 


de underſtood by the term Engliſh goods: 


The repreſentative body having likewiſe conſidered the oy 
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n and iujurious conſequences of the trade carried on by neutral 
ſels, directly from England to the ports of this republic; and 
ly, having taken into conſideration that the intereſt of com- 
nerce in general requires that the nature and extent of this reſtric- 
jon ſhould be fully known, decrees as follows: p 

That from the 31ſt of October of the preſent year, all laws, 
roclamations, on and decrees, of the States General, the 
nional Aſſembly, the Conſtituent Aſſembly, or the late unconſti- 
tional repreſentative body, relative to the importation of Britiſh 
mmodities, manufactures, and productions, ſhall be repealed and 
aſe ; and that henceforth it ſhall be decreed, as it hereby is de- 


 deſpil 
ne . 
> powe 
ey [ 


reed: \ 

That after the 31ſt of the preſent month, October, no Britiſh 

panufaturgs, commodities, or productions, by whatever name 
hey may be called, ſhall be imported into the Batavian republic, 
ther by land or water, either directly from Great Britain, or by 
py circuitous route, under the penalty that ſuch Britiſh manufac- 
res, commodities, or productions, ſhall be declared forfeited and 
dnfſcated to the uſe of the ſtate. 
That all ſuch perſons as —_— or indirealy ſhall have been 
cerned in the importation of ſuch goods, or favoured the ſame, 
to whom they ſhall have been conſigned, ſhall not only be pu- 
iſhed by the loſs of the goods, but if it ſhall appear that they 
had knowledge of them, and after the time limited by this procla- 
mation did not give notice to the cuſtom-houſe, or the officers ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, they ſhall be conſidered as enemies 
their country, and baniſhed for ever from the Batavian ter- 
ory. 

And in order to remove all doubts, either of the dealers or of- 
beers, with reſpect to what are to be conſidered as Britiſh manufac- 
tures or productions, it is hereby declared, that the following ar- 
ticles ſhall be ſo deemed, whatever their origin may be, or from 
Whatever place they may have been conſigned or ſhipped : 

1, All forts of what are called Mancheſter manyfaQtures. 

a 1 cloths and ſtuffs of wool cotton, cotton wool, linen, or 
read, 

5 All mixed ſtuffs made of any of the above-mentioned 
micles. . 

4. All cottons, linens, muſlins, dimities, and nankeens, whether 
Wholly or in part printed or painted. | | 
5, All woollen, cotton, or worſted waiſtcoats, breeches, and 
tn aloons, or ſtuff for theſe in the piece. | 
C b. All Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh ſtockings. 5 
7. All millinery and manufactures of cotton, wool, and leather, 
* Whether plain, mixed, or coloured. | 

8. All forts of buttons. * 


9. All Kinds of plated ware. | 
| 10. All 
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10. All forts of hardware, or manufaQures of iron, ſteel, ti 
copper, and pewter, whether plain, lackered, or painted, 

11. All ſorts of cutlery ware. 

12. All kinds of cabinct-maker's work. 

13. Watches, gold and ſilver claſps, watch-chains, rings, ſa 
and all kinds of jewellery. 

14. All ſorts of leather, tanned, curried, or picpared in an 
manner; boot legs, men or women's ſhoe- leather, w aether whe 
or partly finiihed. 

15. All forts of carriages, whether wholly or partly finiſhed 
pew or ſecond-hand ſaddles, and all kinds of ſaddlery. 

16. All ſorts of ſilk waiſtcoats and ribands, whether wholly « 
partly ſilk, cotton, or thread. | | 

17. All ſorts of men's and women's hats, whether of felt, ſt 
or any other material; ſilk handkerchiefs and ſhawls known | 
the name of Engliſh, N 

18. All ſorts of ſpun wool and hair, peruke· maken work 
floor-cloths, carpets, whether complete, or in pieces or 10 
from which they may be finiſhed, | 

19. All ſorts of prepared leather, waſhed leather, ſkins for mak 
ing of gloves, breeches, or waiſtcoats, whether painted, printed, 
plain; as alſo all articles employed in the manufacture of theſe. 

20. All ſorts of Engliſh glaſs, except that which is uſed forth 
making of optical inſtruments and clock- Work. 

on All ſorts of Engliſh taffeties, paper-hangings, and iu 
Diture. p 
232. All forts of refined ſugars, whether in loaves or powder, 
looſe, which have been refined in Europe. | 
23. All ſorts of porcelain, earthen and pottery ware. 

And it is likewiſe decreed, that after the 31ſt of ORober 
the preſent year-1798, no ſhip coming from Britiſh ports, a 
having taken in her lading there, ſhall enter any of the ports ( 
this republic, under pain of confiſcation of the ſaid lading to i 
uſe of the Batavian nation, | 
This penalty of confiſcation, however, ſhall not be enforce 
againſt neutral ſhips laden with ſuch goods, till after the 151 
—— next enſuing. * 

The Executive Directory is hereby charged with the publicati 
of this decree, in the uſual manner; and the agent of finan- 
with its ſtrict enforcement. | 

X (Signed) F. ERMERINS. 
S. DAsSsEZVAATL, 
Hague, O#. 23, 1798, | 
the 4th year of Batavian liberty, © 
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Proceedings of the Congreſs at Raftadt, continued from Page 33. 


la lance of the Note from the Pruſſian Miniſter to the Deputation of 
tze Empire, on the 14th une. 
THE. Rhine is to ſerve for a boundary from a point to be 
taken near the Wezel, as far as the ſpot where it ſeparates 
ito different branches, and continues its courſe through Holland, 
nder the name of the Waal. N. | , 
II. With reſpect to the Wezel in particular, it will be proper 
vr a boundary to fix on the canal concluded in 1784, acroſs the 
and of Buderich. 
III. The Rhine toll is to be continued for the preſent ; and as 
the right of levying cuſtoms, the propoſitions made on this head 
not be acceded to; and at all events, the regulation of theſe 
jets ought to be deferred on account of there being matters to 
be lettled by a treaty of commerce after the concluſion of peace. 


ufance of the Anſwer of the Deputation f the Empire to the Nate 


1 | 
ted, of the French Miniflers of the 4th Meſſidor ¶ June 22). 
eſe, 


THE propoſitions contained in the laſt note of the French mi- 
piſters are to be conſidered as appertaining only to the demand of 
e French government reſpecting the forts of Kehl and Hu- 
linguen, The depuration ſodſeribes to the article concerning the 
nmediate nobles : but it demands that the ſequeſtration ſhould be 
mmediately taken off, and that they ſhould be reſtored to the poſ- 
ſon of their properties, without waiting for the exchange of the 
aifcations of the treaties of peace. It inſiſts alſo that the 'prin- 
palities which poſſeſs mediate eſtates, ſhould not be compriſed 
a the confiſcations, and that their properties ſhould be reſtored 
d them forthwith, ' With reſpect to the property of the clergy; 
6 the ſubject is as yet untouched} any explanation upon it is re- 
ved for ſome future opportunity. | A- 
gth July. 


Heuer of the French Miniſters to the Note of the Deputation of the 
Empire of the gib July. | 


THE underſigned miniſters of the French republic for the ne- 
Ptiation with the German Empire, have received a note from the 
*puties of the Empire, bearing date the 21ſt Meſſidor laſt (gth 
vly), which has been communicated to them by M. de Metter- 
died, miniſter plenipotentiary from his Majeſty the Emperor. It 
FPpears proper, in the outſet, to anſwer ſome objections which 
e deputies have made in their note of the 29th Floreal, and 
vor. VII. 3 N which 
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which they have now repeated, viz. that the laſt demands made in be 
the name of the French republic, are in oppoſition to the pre- Wy 
ecding ; that the note of the 14th Floreal diſcloſes pretenſions at 8 
once exaggerated and unexpected, which not only deſtroy the * 
limit agreed upon between the two ſtates, but alſo menace the * 
ſafety and independence of Germany. The deputies of the Eu- 


dire ought to recollect, that the miniſters plenipotentiary of the * 
rench republic have manifeſted, from the opening of the neg. * 
tiation, an intention for the common advantage of regulating the ” 
manner in which it ſhould proceed: that of conſequence they hare 7 
uniformly endeavoured to avoid in their communications, whe- by 
ther verbal or written, confounding objects, by keeping them diſtin a4 
from each other, and that they have conſtantly held that the different C 
points ſhould be debated in their natural order. In the firſt rank, a” 
_ unqueſtionably, is that of the ceſſion of the countries ſituated on flo 
the left bank of the Rhine. Next comes the mode of indemnity * 
by ſecularizations; but queſtions once reſolved upon do not bind Yer 
ſubſequent ones. It never occurred to the miniſters plenipotentiaj * 
of the French republic to betray the leaſt N of renun * 
ciation. The deputies themſelves foreſaw ſo well further de ny 
mands might be made, that they more than once expreſſed a wilh * 
that the French legation ſhould explain itſelf upon this ſubjell. ry 
The propoſitions made this day by the underſigned, are not ſo much * 
the ſimple conſequence of the progreſs of ideas, as the ſucceſſot 1 
developement of the regular plan which they announced. Con al 
ſidered in themſelves, they are not contrary to what has been pre * 
viouſly propoſed and agreed on. With reſpect to a ſtate having — 
recogniſed limit, it does not follow that it may not provide meal pro 
for the ſecurity of that limit, without being on that accoun — 
charged with having views of aggrandizement. And here it m . 
be obſerved, that France having been attacked, and her armes ne 
having triuniphed, ſhe ought, on the one ſide, to carry her 2 wy 
of precaution much further in future; and that, on the other fi | =" 
ſhe ought in juſtice to preſume to a much greater compenſatio "ag 
for her immenſe ſacrifices than the neceſſity of her def ace 0 : n 
quires. Yet ſhe has been known to moderate her legitim ute pt nel: 
tenſions. Every impartial perſon muſt ſee, in the condition * 
Peace which ſne offers to Europe, nothing but what is ex n 
reaſonable, or which does not belong to the nature of all treat oat 
which always import a certain inequality of advantages, ac& ive 
ing to the relative poſition of the contracting powers: | 3 
intention of the French government could not be, that the - i 
pendence of the German Empire ſhould be threatened. j rr W the b 
JThould be rather, that it might acquire more ſtrength an 1 If 
The deputies will -perceive, if they conſider it maturely, K * 
tuo points poſſeſſed on the right bank of the Rhine by the 7 dello 


very far from giving them umbrage, ought, on the contra, 
| . 1 


* 


ww 
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te regarded as a bond of confidence, as one of the pledges of ſu* 


pr. wre tranquillity between the two nations. Paſſing now to the note 
br. e the 211t Meſſidor, the underſigned obſerve, in the firſt place 
bat the deputies of the 3 not appear to have well under- 

+ tel bod or ſufficiently weigh the contents of that which they ſent 
the 4th of the ſame month; and that in adopting a ſyſtem almoſt 


"= idſolutely negative, they may give reaſon to doubt the ſincerity of 
their pacific intentions. The underſigned will never entertain 

ng the ſuch doubt; but the deputies of the Empire mult alfo, on their 
debe, reject the idea that the moderation of the republic, and the 
; HT facilities it adduces to the concluſion of e, can be extended 


a beyond their juſt bounds. A fecond obſervation may be made, 
eren mely, that the note of the miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
French republic of the'4th Meſſidor, had not only for its object 
ed nv abandon or ſoften certain articles contained in that of the 14th 
Floreal, but that they there inſiſt upon other articles of this ſame 
note, which were maintained, and not ſubmitted to modification. 
mm COL anſwer of the deputies of the Empire does not contain on 
this head any declaration, either preciſe or calculated to lead finally 
to any reſult whatever. It remains then! for the underſigned to 


de 
"nil rlieve the negotiation from this ſtate of Janguor and incertitude; 
die that is, to combine under one point of view the propoſitions en- 


wuck cloſed in their notes of the 14th Floreal and the 3d Meſſidor, and 
elfe v declare poſitively what muſt be granted or refuſed. 
In the firſt place, the miniſters plenipotentiary of French re- 


0 

* public perſiſt in the whole of their demands relative to the naviga- 
ing ton of the Rhine, and ſee with 7 they have come near their 
den bropoſitions, which are evidently dictated by the deſire of common 


proſperity, But they cannot obſerve without ſurpriſe that the de- 
puties heſitate to acknowledge, that this object being for the di- 
rect intereſt of the whole Empire, the ſtipulations thereon ſhould 
(are veceſſarily have a place in the preſent treaty, They are aſta- 
liſhed, particularly, that the deputies ſhould claim the pyoviſional , 
maintenance of the rights of toll until the cancluſion of a treaty of 
e oommerce; which, ſeeing the difficulties in the way af a treaty 
of this kind with the Empire in general, would amoynt to the 
preſervation, pure and ſimple, of rights the moſt oppreſſive to 
commerce. Ihe underſigned demand with inſtant earneſtneſs the 
lies dolition of the tolls, and that all the articles relating to the navi- 
Aion of the Rhine, ſhall be inſerted in the treaty of peace. To 
due a new proof of the principles which guide them, and of the 
Onciliatory ſpirit dy which they are animated, they will conſent 
that this navigation ſhall be abſolutely free for thoſe who reſide on 
the banks of the river; that the ſtaple rights ſhould be aboliſbed, as 
uſo the corporations of bargemen. The deputies will ſurely ob- 
ſerve that this is, on the part of the French republic, a real 
ſion, which will merit a recompence. They hope alſathat the 
| 3N 2 deputies 


chiſement of the interior rivers of Germany, or at leaſt of thoſe 


| unleſs they were in the ſame hands. The exiſtence of Ehren- 


mercial bridges at Huninguen, and between the two Btiſgans, 
upon the ground that eſtabliſhments of this kind are always 1 


communications ready, eaſy, and numerous. Are not commer: 


bridges on the Rhine is not neceſſary for commerce. This ſe- 
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deputies will effectually demand from the German diet the enfran. 


which empty themſelves into the Rhine. | 

Secondly, The French republic recedes from its demand of all 

the iſlands of the Rhine. Of the two means propoſed by the de. 

aties for dividing the river, they admit the Thalweg. Thus the 
iſles which will be found on the right of the courſe of the naviga- 
tion, ſhall remain with the Empire. Thoſe which ſhall be found 
on the left ſhall-belong to the republic, as alſo the iſland of Saint 
Pierre, ſituated below Mentz, and which is formally excepted 
from the part allotted to the Empire. The underſigned make 
alſo this expreſs reſervation, that the iſlands beyond the courſe of 
the Great Rhine, which may be dependent on France, ſhall be 
preſerved to her. It ſhall be further agreed, that in caſe the courſe 
of the river ſhall change, the iſlands ſhall remain under the ſove- 
reignty to which they (hall be attached by the treaty. : In no caſe 
ſhall the neutrality of the navigation be queſtioned. 

Thirdly, They have ſaid in the note of the 14th Floreal, that 
Caſſel, the Fort of Mars, and its territories, cannot be ſeparated 
from Mentz, of which they have been always conſidered as con- 
ſtituting a part, and that they would be conſtantly threatened 


breitſtein being incompatible with that of Coblentz, the ſafety of 
the republic demands its demolition. . Theſe are two points upon 
which there muſt be no diſcuſſion, and which do not admit of mo- 
dification, With reſpect to Kehl, the underſigned ſhould hope 
they had ſufficiently yielded their former demands in the firſt article 
of: their note of the 4th Meſſidor. To remove all difficulty, how- 
ever, they will renounce all claim to the redoubts expreſsly re- 
ceived by ſaid article, CRASH Gs. - 

Fourthly, The deputies oppoſe the demand of eſtabliſhing com- 


oint of conteſt, which ought to be ayoided as much as poſſbie 
tween two ſtates. We will not examine here, whether this 
opinion be well or ill founded ; but it is an acknowledged and 
moſt important truth, that agriculture and commerce, thoſe two 
grand ſources of the riches of nations, require in all countries 


cial interefts the moſt precious, and perhaps the only true ſource 


connexion between people and people ? | 
The deputies object further, that the eſtabliſhment of oe" 


cond objection, which poſſeſſes little ſolidity, deſtroys in ſome 
manner the firſt. The very exiſtence of the preſent bridge 
proves, that theſe means of connexion are uſeful without danger! 
what inconvenience then can follow from allowing two m%% 


particular} 
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articularly when theſe new conſtructions are, if well adapted to 
xal ſituation, deſired equally by the inhabitants of both bauks ? 

Fifthly, With gegard to what concerns the immediate nobility, 
de underſigned perſiſt in the 3d article of their note of the 4th 
Meſlidor. The repreſentations which the deputies of the Empire 
have made on this ſubject, cannot be attended to, becauſe they are 
contrary to the principles and laws of the French republic. 

Sixthly, It is ſaid in the note of the 14th Floreal, that, con- 
formably to generally received principles, the debts which were 
liens on the properties ceded to France, ſhould be transferred to 
joſe given in exchange: this diſpoſition, from which the eccle- 
katical electors are not excepted, is invariable. 

Seventhly, The underſigned renew the demand of the renun- 
ations detailed in the ſaid note, and particularly that they ſtipu- 

e for, in a future treaty, the abañdonment of all rights what- 
er, claimed by the Empire on all the parts of the Italian territory, 
hich may be able to recover themſelves, and which now belong 
o republics eſtabliſhed in that country. They demand alſo, that 
a ſpecial clauſe there be inſerted in this ſame treaty, to prevent 
| doubt and difficulty on the ſubjeR, a ſtipulation for the ceſſion 
ff Frikthal, and the ſurrender to the French republic of all the 


us which the German Empire might claim upon this ter- 


tory. x . | 
Such are the propoſitions which the miniſters plenipotentiary of 
e French republic offer to the deliberation of the deputies of the 
mpire, with further reference to their notes of the 14th Floreal, 
e 4th Meſſidor, and the preceding ones, reſpecting every thing 
ot contrary to the preſent one, and therein not-expreſsly re- 
ved: they preſent them as the conditions of peace : they invite 
he deputies of the Empire to take them into their moſt ſerious 
daß deration, and to put an end, by a clear and preciſe decla- 
tion upon each of the articles propoſed, to all ineertitude upon 
e further progreſs of the negotiation. | 
They have the honour. to aſſure M. de Metternich, | miniſter 


lenipotentiary from his Majeſty the Emperor, of their molt diſtin- 


wiſhed conſideration, (Signed) BoxxviER. 
Koſtadt, 1% Thermidor, — DeBrY, 
in the 6th year. OBERJOT, 


- 


Fenour of the Vote given by the Auſtrian Miniſter in the Sitting of the 
Deputation of the Empire of the 34 Auguſt. | | | 
AUSTRIA, animated by a ſincere deſire of obtaining peace to 


hatever was likely to facilitate that object, and its votes have 
utormly been founded on the principle of its duties towards the 
upire in general, Fully confiding in the juſtice and equity * 


Empire, has hitherto concurred with its whole power in 
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the French republic, its repreſentations towards her have beet 
conſtantly of an amicable and conciliatory nature, calculated to of 
tain that which, in the judgment of Auſtria ahd the'deputation 
the Empire, was announced at the opening of the congreſs on d 
part of the French. | | 

br will continue to preſerve, with the utmoſt reſerve and mot 
ration, the fame line of conduct, the ſame principle of negotiatic 
and repreſentation it has hitherto adopted, not 'donbting but it wi 
produce the effect it ought. 1 

Conſequently Auſtria, in giving this vote, finds itſelf con 
pellted to remark, that in the 25th and 28th ſittings it did ce 
tent to the demand made on the part of France, that the limits 
the Rhine ſhould form the _—_ peace ; that a ſufficient quanti 


'of territory ſhould be ceded on the left bank, as ſhould be 1 
ceffary to draw a military line, determining the frontiers betwee 
Germany and France; and tha the ſacrifice of two-thirds 


the left bank of the Rhine ſhould not be an le to effeQuatis 
ſuch purpoſe. wy : : 
Auſtria has Iikewife advifed the Empire, throngh the mediu 


e the deputation, to conſent to this ſacrifice, in order to put 
end to this unhappy war. | 
I has left to France the determination of this line; but in! 
238th ſitting, beſides many other conditions, it has formally # 
par ty inſiſted upon this, that whatever is found on the rig! 
dank of the Rine, be its denomination what. it may, ſhall rem 
to the Empire. | | | | 
As France herfelf has required frontiers, neceſſary, as ſhe {a 
for the reſpeQive ſafety of the two ſtates, Auſtria continues 
to this demand, as well as to the ceflien of the left bank of t 
Rhine, which ſhall commence below Bale, where the territones 
the two fates, that is to ſay, of Germany and France, begin to 
contiguous, under the conditions declared, and principally with 
ſerence to what concerns the right bank of the Rhine. 

But the majority of the deputation of the Empire in the fan 
fitting, after having eſtabliſhed many ptevious points and modi 
cations, abandoned the left bank of the Rhine in the mat 
France had demanded it, to wit, as a ſecure frontier -betwe 
Germany and France, of which this latter power was already 
_ poſſeſſion, . : 

Auſtria preſerved a paſſive conduct in this declaration of 
depuration ; "ſhe did not accede to it; and after the conclaſum i 
been drawn up, ſhe even formally and abſolutely referred to | 
vote ſhe had given; conſequently, by ſo doing ſhe neither w 
eonſenting to, nor took any part in this deeiſion. Such haas been? 
' uation in which Auſtria has ſtood at this moment, relative 10 
bafis of peace agtecd to by the Imperial plenipotentiary, 4677 
ſentative of the fupreme head of the Empire. 
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ln the mean time it is to be obſerved, that the oeſſon on one, 
die, as well as the other, muſt neceſſarily be conditional, and 
an never become a reciprocal engagement till the previous condi- 
jons have been fulfilled, or the parties ſhall have perfectly under - 
uod and agreed upon them. It is upon this ſuppoſition alone that 
he conſiderable cefſions made by the deputation of the Empire can 
te admitted or determined. . | 
When the deputation of the Empire demanded on the part of that, 
ver with whom they were in treaty, whether ſhe would after- 
is form new pretenſions, ſuch a demand was natural, and its 

diect was to ſerve as a guide to their future deliberations and con- 
lions. In no reſpe& could it be deemed improper, or capable 
fan unfavourable conſtruction. When a ſtate is in poſſeſſion of 
ntiers fixed and acknowledged, it may, with the ſt pro- 
niety, adopt meaſures for the ſafety and protection af thoſe fron- 
ters; but it cannot with juſtice form pretenſions, which, in the 
pinion of the whole world, and the conviction even of thoſe who 
wake the demand, muſt evidently deſtroy the ſecurity of the fron- 
ters oppoſite to them. | — | 
We ought to hope and expect from 2 powerful ſtate, that it i 
ld weigh its ſtrength in the ſame ſcale with ſentiments of | 
lice, and that it would not entirely loſe ſight of the latter: in | 
Ine, that it would not require of Germany abſolutely to place it- A 
f not merely in a defenceleſs ſtate, but to extend inquietude and | 
lidion even to its boſom. We are the more juſtified in expect- 
ig ſuch a line of conduct on the part of France, under the pre- 

nt circumſtances, inaſmuch as in the laſt note of the French le- 
ation, we find the pacific aſſurances, already made at different 

nes, renewed, | | 
|t has been ſo often proved that the Empire was not the ag- 
peſſor, that it would be uſeleſs to repeat it. We cannot there- 
ore ſee, without the greateſt concern, that excuſes are ſought for, 
o jultify the hard and impoſſible conditions wiſhed to be i | 
a Germany. France acquires by the Rhine ſuch frontiers on 
e (ide of Germany, that ſhe would have no occaſion to reſort to 
y other meaſures of ſafety, whilſt, if they extended to the oppo- 
ite bank, they would entirely deſtroy the ſafety of Germany, if we : 
ompare this ſtate with France ; and it is the more unreaſonable, 

the demand of the limit of the Rhine had for its formal baſis the 
eurity of both ſtates. 
he ceſſions made to France would alſo procure it ſych an in- 
emnity as Germany affords no example of, and muſt excite the 
toniſhment of poſterity : and as from the expreſſions contained 
" the French note, the pretenſions yet in diſpute are not made 
th any view of aggrandizement, there ought, from the ſaqe mo- 
ie of reciprocal ſecurity for which it was alleged they were 
bed, to be the leſs objection in deſiſting from them. Noce, 
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if the limits of the Rhine are to be conſidered as a band of conf 


M 
dence, and a pledge for the future tranquillity ofthe two nations cut 
as the laſt French note expreſſed, it is abſolutely: impoſſible, fron | 
the nature of the thing, that France ſhould have poſſeſſions on de 
right bank. We are perſuaded that the French legation is tho bc! 
roughly convinced of this, becauſe ſuch a conviction is an innate | 
ſentiment that cannot be deſtroyed ; and becauſe, in all the Eh 
clarations hitherto made by the French miniſters, and given in b 
ſtract in the votes of Auſtria in the 44th ſitting, it is formally cor 
and literally ſtated, that they demand the Rhine as a boundary, toil put 
Preſerve the tranquillity and ſecurity of the two ſtates. . - enfc 

After theſe obſervations, Auſtria refers herſelf wholly, and i \ 
all points, to the vote given in the 49th ſitting, and ſhe propoſes i tion 
renew with the French miniſters plenipotentiary - the fam ber 
amicable repreſentations and propoſitions made in that fitting lo 
briefly appealing to the remarks juſt made on the laſt French note ob! 
We cannot renounce the hope that France, if ſhe' means to gn this 
peace, will adopt ſentiments of juſtice and moderation; the more 4 
ſo, as Germany has done all that it is poſſible for her to do; conſe ftti 

- quently ſhe may and ought to hope to obtain a peace, which vil tic 
at leaſt procure a degree of tranquillity and ſafety conformable toy com 
circumſtances, and will conſole her fo the unexampled miſereſ Gang 
experienced during this long war. bo 8 vou 

Although we entirely refer to the vote given in the 49th fitting how 
we think it our duty to make ſuch obſervations Upon the poi eltab 
contained in the laſt French note, as are neceſſary to ſhow ben 
grounds of the undermentioned vote. | 5t 

1ſt, Relative to the free navigation and the tolls taken on then (Jun 
Rhine, we repeat, that we will accede without reſerve to the dec appe: 
ſion of the deputation on this ſubje& ; for there is not, nor wobl. 
there be any queſtion reſpecting the other rivers that do not em of th 
themſelves into the Rhine, nor conſequently of thoſe that Sony 23), 
through the Auſtrian monarchy. the d 
2d. Auftria ſhould infiſt upon the principle of the Thalweg, nc 
it is the mode of diviſion immemorially uſed with regard to u anne 
France herſelf acknowledges it, and adheres to it; but vill: 
ought to be no exception to it; and in conſequence of the Jai lame 
repreſentations of. the deputation, we are led to hope, from Mood 
juſtice of France, the ſtrict acknowledgment of the T Uuent 
without excepting the iſland of St. Pierre; and the more fo, 3 0p! 
ſhould France keep this ifle, the reciprocal ſecurity eſtabliſhed pre 
te baſis would otherwiſe be deſtroyed on the right bank of f * 
Rhine. | SI 
3d. Caſſel was before the war in a defenceleſs ſtate. 3 wat 
one knows that this place formed no part of the fortreſs of Met * 
mn 


or its works. If Caſſel does not continue to belong to the nigh 


bank of the Rhine, what ſecurity is there for the countries of A Itereſ 


Vo; 
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Mein, whoſe environs unite with thoſe of the Rhine; or what ſe- 


curity is there even for all Germany ? 

As in the French note all the redoubts of Kehl are renounced, 
there is not a doubt but on this point every thing will remain as 
before the war. 

Every ſtate ſhould provide for its own ſafety. The fortreſs of 
Ehrenbreitſtein is the only bulwark remaining in Germany; and 
France had not before the war ſtrong places which entirely 
commanded the right bank of the Rhine, ſhould this vaſt ſtate be 
put in poſſeſſion of them now, when the Empire is more and more 
enfeebled ? | | a 

We ought conſequently to demand, that energetic repreſenta- 
tions, on the ſubject of the three points above alluded to, ſhould 
he repeated; and for this reaſon we cannot conſent to the demo- 
lion of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein. We make this formal 
obſervation, referring to the preciſe declarations already made on 
this ſubject. | 

4th. We have already explained ourſelves, in the 44th and 45th 
ſtings, relative to the bridges; and we perſiſt in the ſame decla- 
ntion, There are at preſent two bridges for the purpoſes of 
commerce, and new ones would become, in a military view, 
dangerous points of communication; for the paſſage of the river 
would thereby become more eaſy. Beſides, we ought to conſider 
bow far the proprietors of * on its banks would conſent to the 
eltabliſh ment of ſuch bridges, in caſes where they might conceive 
them detrimental to their intereſt or their ſafety. 

zh. The French leÞation, in their note of the 4th Meſſidor 
(June 22), in conſequence of the interference of the deputation, 
appeared a littlel more reaſonable with regard to the immediate 
nobleſſe, and its embers on the left bank of the Rhine, not ſtates 
of th: Empire, But in its laſt note of the 1ſt Thermidor (July 
29), it made no ſatisfactory anſwer to the new repreſentations of 
the deputation, relative to the immediate noblefſe (who are at the 
lame time ſtates of the Empire) preſerving their pofſeſſions. We 
cannot however renounce the hope, that the French legation 
vill alſo accede to this point, ſince this demand is founded on the 
lame motive as the former : another conſideration is, that the 
goods and poſſeſſions of the immediate equeſtrian order are fre- 
quently more or leſs conſiderable than thoſe of the ſtates of the 
Empire. All theſe conſiderations ſhould form the objects of new 
epreſentations. 

beh. In the 44th ſitting the ſubject was opened relative to the 
nnsfer of debts.” This point is eſſential to the future exiſtence 


er the deputation of the Empire ſhall judge proper to decree 
u this ſubject. We only mention it with regard to the general 


Itereſt, 0 


vor. VII. 30 7th. 


if Germany, We are, however, —— to accede to what- 
a 


* 


_ tirely in the juſtice of the deputation of the Empire, expect 


| 


directly treated of between Auſtria and France. 


canſtantly adopted a line of conduct, as members of the org 
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7th. Auſtria has, for a long time, and at a great expenſe, ſup. hat 


orted the Italian fiefs ; and it is only by the ſacrifice of its ſtates Wl + 
in this part (in the treaty of peace concluded at Campo Formio), WW bet. 
that ſhe has advanced and accelerated the opening of the negotiations din 
for peace with the Empire. For this reaſon it ought to be left to / 
the Empire. to determine when and how this object ſhould be WM thc 
treated. -Auſtria not only will accede to this point, but will e- (4; 
commend it to the deputation, ſince it will contribute to the con- bei 
cluſion of a general peace. | Fre 

Auſtria has already made a previous declaration, in the 4000 
ſitting, touching the Auſtrian Frickthal. We add the follow- | 
ing obſervations, reſerving ſuch further declarations as may bei ©" 

neceſſary. | | | 4 

The portion of country known by the denomination of te 7 
Frickthal is part of the Auſtrian country of Briſgau ; it is ſuu- sta 
ated between Zurzach and Bale; its frontiers on the right bank a The 
the Rhine are the four foreſt towns; and on the left bank, Sit- ge. 
zerland ; it is thereby entirely ſeparated from the French ter- (rat 
Titory. Thus in the demand made by the French legation, favs 
the Rhine to be the boundary between Germany and Franc end 

there could be no doubt with reſpe& to the Frickthal, for it: « 
geographical poſition ſeparates it on all ſides from the French ter- ou 
ritory. It is therefore, without referring to this country, nest 
the deputation of the Empire (without the conſent of Auſtria) u borm. 
acceded, ſubje& to the previous conditions and modifications, to a ſpe 
the demands of the French legation in agopting the boundary lui 
the Rhine. The French legation, in their note of the 2d Ven bie! 
toſe (February 20), a period when the left bank of the Rhine verge 
not ceded, ſaid, that the baſis of the negotiation, that is, te i 
boundary of the Rhine, leaving the republic only what it poſſeſſa Th 
would guarantee the future tranquillity of the two ſtates, limin; 

This is a freſh proof that the French miniſters, in demandingWMpurſ 
the ceſſion of the boundary on the left bank of the Rhine, did nn anf 
underſtand, nor could they have underſtood, all the count Ti. 


which had been actually occupied by their troops during the wat 
As the Frickthal cannot in any point of view, or under any pt 
text, be compriſed among theſe countries, Auſtria, confiding es 


will condu itſelf relative to this ſubject, upon the principles ja 
laid down, and which are founded in the nature of the thing; * 
that if it ſhall be convinced this portion of country belonging * 
the hereditary Auſtrian ſtates, ſhould be the ſuhject of a neg 
tion, it ought not to be conducted by the deputation, but ſhould 


We are not only ſenſible of the duties of the circle of Auf 
but we have always fulfilled them with a patriotic zeal, and 


4 


- 
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ton of the Empire, conformable to thoſe duties. On the other 
ſup. WW hand, the relative ſituation of Auſtria with that of the Empire, 
ates WA the privileges and attributes of that houſe, are alſo known and 
vio), WY determined. Auſtria knows how to defend her rights and here- 
tions Wl diary property. | | | | 
ft to As to what concerns the eccleſiaflical dependencies, of whom 
d be the French miniſters made mention in their note of the 4th Meſ- 
te- dor (22d June), and the ſubject referred to by the deputation in 
con-W their laſt note, it would be better to repeat the demand, as the laſt 
French note contains nothing ſatisfactory on this point. ; 


— 


Concluſuum of the Deputation of the Empire of the 7th of Auguſt, in 
Anſwer to the Note of the French Mister of the 1/t Thermiador. 


THE deputation of the Empire could not obſerve without ſa- 
ixfattion, in the note of the F rench ' plenipotentiaries of the 1ſt. 
Thermidor, that further relaxations were acceded. to reſpecting 
lifferent points of the negotiation ; it has alſo ſeen, with conſi- 
terable pleaſure, the ſolemn and reiterated declaration, that it 
was not the intention of the French government that the inde- 
pendence of the Empire ſhould be threatened or expoſed; that, on 
the contrary, it was their earneſt deſire that this independence 
ſhould acquire more ſtrength and ſolidity. Theſe intentions, ma- 
nifeſted on the part of the French government, joined to the 
formal and re ĩterated aſſurances of their ſerious diſpoſition towards 
a ſpeedy concluſion of peace, afforded ſtill farther hopes, that the 
relations of amity between the two nations, in order to ſecure 
which the Germans have recently conſented to the greateſt ſa- 
criices, might ſoon be happily re-eſtabliſhed, notwithſtanding ! 
tle difference of opinion that {till exiſts upon a variety of matters. 
| The French note of the 1ſt Thermidor begins with ſome pre- 
minary obſervations relative to the mode of proceeding hitherto 
purſued. The deputation on their ſide think it neceſſary to make, 
n anſwer to it, a few counter-obſervations. | F | 
The French miniſters ſeem to look upon the ſtarting of new 
emands immediately following thoſe that have been diſcuſſed, as 
te imple effect of the progreſſion of ideas, and as the ſucceſſive | 
evc:lopement of their plan: they pretend that they have never re- 
dounced the idea of bringing forward freſh demands. The depu- 
nion of the Empire have uniformly been perſuaded, on. the 
omrary, that the queſtion would be continually declined and 
aded ; that it would be impoſſible to take in and comprehend the 
ole; and that the negotiation could never arrive at à fixed 
int, if the propoſed conditions of peace were continually to de 
Jullowed up by new ones, It was merely in this view that the. 
*putation, previous to their agreeing to any baſis of pacification, ., 
quelted in their note of the 10th of February of. the preſent 
SY Fer, 
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axkious deſire to accelerate the concluſion df peace, they deter- 


E of thoſe on the left bank of the Rhine, ſuch as the Wat. 
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year, that the French miniſters would explain and make known 
to them, in a ſatisfact and complete manner, the whole of 
the ſacrifices which the French republic was diſpoſed to require 
of the Empire at the concluſion of this unfortunate war; and 
when afterwards it was found neceſſary, in the note of the 11th 
of March, to accede to the firſt baſis of peace propoſed by er 
France, that agreement was grounded upon previous conditions, c 
which excluded all the ulterior demands which might be made 
upon the Empire; it was believed that theſe conditions would 
have checked every other ſacrifice that could poſſibly be exafted 
from the Empire, in order to obtain a peace ſo earneſtly wiſhed enn 
for—(ſee the note of the 23d of March); and it is for this expreſs 
purpoſe that theſe previous conditions have been formally re- ere 
ceived in the notes of the 4th and a1ſt of April, as it is again WW th 
done in the preſent; the deputation could not therefore but feel Wit t 
ſurpriſed, on obſerving the new pretenſions contained in the Wi the 
French note of the 14th of May. Guided, however, by their WW the 


mined, in the notes of the 18th of May and the gth of July, 6» WP" 
agree to ſome of thoſe demands. The French miniſters, in their 
notes of the 4th Meſſidor and 1ſt Thermidor, have ſome - vpo 
what retracted reſpecting ſome other — or have endea- ute 
voured to modify them; and the points that ſtill remain under e i! 
diſcuſſion they have in part reſumed, in ſeven articles in their | 
laſt note They ſhall be now anſwered articie by article, and in ure 
a manner that ſhall afford the moſt unequivocal proof of the 
ardent deſire felt by the deputation to procure for Germany : vate 
peace, which it ſo anxiouſly wiſhes for, however dear it may be 
obliged to purchaſe it. | renc 
1. The deputation has propofed to poſtpone the, conſideration unn 
of the objects relative to commerce and navigation, till the con- ere 
cluſion of a treaty of commerce, in order to be enabled thoroughly 
to inveſtigate and diſcuſs an affair of ſo much importance, an py 
which involves ſo many conſiderations. At the ſame time, if the No 
difficulties could be ſo eaſily removed, as, without retarding the sr 
pacification, to admit the arrangement to be made on this Ry 
to be inſerted in any treaty of peace, the deputation of the | 
pire are diſpoſed to accede to it. They as readily ſubſcribe to the Int 
deſire manifeſted by the French miniſters plenipotentiary vi 
rd to the toll duties on the Rhine; and they conſent to thei 
abolition, 'as the republic, on its ſide, has conſented to the ſup- ty\ 


ouſe duties, and the cuſtoms paid by watermen. At the fame 
time, as the cuſtom duties muſt form a certain compenſation for ere 
the loſs of conſiderable revenues derived from the tolls, and ® Po 
their eſtabliſhment will experience much difficulty, for the fcb 
ſons mentioned in the former notes, it ought to be fixed 1 
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les which ſhall be obſerved in the eſtabliſhment of the cuſtoms, 


otes of the 18th of May and 19th of July, to ſecure entirely the 
re navigation of the Rhine from its mouth upwards, by means 
a convention made with the Batavian republic. 
2. The deputation of the Empire have conſented that the prin- 
pal navigable courſe of the Rhine, formerly called the Thalweg, 
s it has been fixed at various times by ſcientific perſons with 
ommon conſent, ſhall form the future boundary between Ger- 
ny and France, from the place where, leaving the __ of 
leves, it enters into Holland, under the name of the Waal. 
n the above Dutchy, the canal which divides the iſle of Buderich 
n two parts, ſhall be conſidered as the Thalweg. With regard 
the iſlands in the Rhine, the propoſition that the iſlands ſituated 
p the right of the Thalweg ſhall remain or be ceded to the Em- 
re; and thoſe to the left ſhall be ceded to the French republic: 
his point is perfectly agreeable to the wiſhes of the deputation. 
[hey make no difficulty, therefore, to conſent to the ſucceeding 
ropoſition, relative to the part of the Rhine which formerly con- 
tuted the boundary between Germany and France, viz. That 
te iſles ſituated on the right of the Thalweg, which were pre- 
ouſly in the undiſputed poſſeſſion of France, ſhall remain ſo in 
ture, under condition of a ſimilar conceſſion in favour of the 
pire, and the ſovereigns of Germany, with regard to the iſles 
uated to the left of the Thalweg, and which are now ſubject to 
many. They likewiſe agree to the new propoſition of the 
tannel of the Rhine, ſhall not in future change the rights of 
rereignty over the iſlands ; that theſe ſhall — 44 in 
ir preſent diviſion, ſubjeR, as they ſtand, to France and Ger- 


d of the river, their relative poſition with regard do the Thal- 
t might be changed. The private property of the ifles, and 
free enjoyment of its produce, ſhall of coùrſe belong to the 
lent and future owners, without regard to the line of ſepara- 
n through the T halweg. In addition to theſe points, the neu- 
ity of the navigation ball be ſcrupulouſly obſerved. 
. The deputation of the Empire, in order to diſcharge every 
which the important obligations they have to fulfil require, 
dd animated with the moſt ſincere deſire as ſpeedily as poſſible to 
Man peace for Germany, have reſolved, notwithſtanding the 


Xe."—This conſent, however, is given under the condition, 


Fine 


edition, that the complete ſuppreſſion of thoſe tolls ſhall not 
ke place for two years. In this interval, the principles and 


uy be determined; and agreeably to the propoſition made in the 


ench miniſters, that the changes which may take place in the 


any, although it ſhould even 3 that, by a change of the 


fre ſacrifices they have already made, to accede to the affliting » 
Polition of the French plenipotentiaries—** That the fortreſs. 
Ehrenbreitſtein thall be demoliſhed after the concluſion of 


j 
| 


commerce, they perliſt to believe, as has been already obſerved it 


even in the opinion of the French miniſters, to be eſtablilhec 


ters, they have already gion a detailgof the different kinds & 
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fine qua non et reſolutiva, that the French government, on its fide 
ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed all the fortiied places on the right bank 
of the Rhine, and on the ſame ſide of the Thalweg, viz, Keb 
Caſſel, the fort of Mars, and the iſle of St. Pierre; that all thel 
ſhall be given up to the Empire, and all claims to them, as w 
as to the other places on the ſame ſide, ſolemnly renc 
The deputation of the Empire, in adopting the reſolution to gin 
up in future a bulwark which has hitherto been ſo uſeful, think 
themſelves entitled to demand (which is likewiſe conſiſtent wil 
exiſting conventions) that the blockade of Ehrenbreitftein by 
immediately raiſed, and that the meaſures taken to prevent the 
inhabitants of the Thal ſrom receiving proviſions. be likewiſe dil 
continued. | 1 

4+ With regard to the bridges eſtabliſhed for the purpoſes 


the notes of the 18th of May and, gth of July, that permane: 
bridges on a river which ſerves as a boundary between two na 
tions, cannot be conſidered ſimply as relating to commerce, | 
alſo as points of contact connected with political and milit 
operations. Theſe motives have already prevented, in preceding 
treaties of peace, the eſtabliſhment of bridges of the like kind 
To this muſt be added, that the bridge of Huninguen would be 
only at the diſtance of half a league from that of Baſle ; that: 
might touch on the right bank the Swiſs territories with the ſam 
facility as thoſe of the German Empire, ſince a part of the ilk 
des Cordonniers, as well as the terra firma ſituated behind tha 
iſland, belongs to the canton of Bafle. With regard to the 
bridge between the two Briſacs, as this ſort of bridge ought not 


but by the mutual conſent of the inhabitants of the banks, it 
may be ſajd, in-oppoſition, that the inhabitants belonging tot 
Houſe of Auſtria will not find this bridge either uſeful or necef 
ſary. It is hoped then that the French. government will not inlik 
farther on the eſtabliſhment of theſe. bridges. 

5. As to what concerns the poſſeſſions of the nobility. ſituate 
on the left bank, they cannot approve the diſtinction intended i 
be made between thoſe held immediately by the nobility themſelve 
and thoſe held by others. Hopes then are ſtill entertained that id 
this reſpect, as well as to the ſequeſtration of that property, 4% 
the loſs ſuſtained, the French government will conſent to 2 far 
ther diſcuſſion. | 5 

6. In the note of May 18th, tranſmitted to the French min 


debts on the leſt bank of the Rhine, and * 8 moſt col 
vincing motives, which oppoſe in every reſpect the transferniof 
of all the debts of chambers and demeſnes to property on the 189 
bank, It appears that theſe important obſervations have not 
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Fed in the French miniſters the wiſhed-for conviction, ſince 
in their note of the 19th July they perſiſt in transferring all debts, 
thout making the leaſt diſtinction between them, either in re- 
ard to their origin, their employment, or the time when con- 
med, nor in regard to the creditors, and the nature of the ſecu- 
ties. The deputation are then obliged to refer again to their 
pote of the 18th of May, and to the eſſential obſervations it con- 
ins; and to remark, beſides, that this transfer of debts, conſi- 
tered not only under a political point of view, would be extremely 
urden ſome, and almoſt impoſſible to be executed, but which 
nnot be reconciled in regard to the creditors, with the natural 
nd civil rights of mankind. The creditor has only a right to 
mand payment of his debtor. It is rare in Germany that the 
erſon of the regent is bound for the debts of the ſtate. It is 
ommonly to particular countries that the creditor has a right to 
ply. They cannot then, without the conſent of the intereſted 
arty, transfer thoſe debts to other countries, nor force the cre- 
lor to change the nature of his ſecurity, nor place him in the 
Itvation (even if another country ſhould voluntarily 'conſent to 
come his debtor) of being forced to ſacrifice, in the caſe of 
ompetition, his previous ſecurity, and the rights of his claſs to 
ther creditors, whoſe claims may even be more ancient, The 
ts of the creditor are his particular property, which the 
rench miniſters have promiſed to leave untouched; they are the 
phts of particular citizens, which the French government would 
ertainly not with to violate. 
7. In the notes of the zd of March and 18th of May, the 
putation of the Empire have already made a general declaration, 
which they have promiſed all thoſe renunciations which would 
ecelſarily reſult from the nature of the preſent ceſſions; they 
we, however, reſerved a reciprocity in favour of the German 
mpire, on which the French plenipotentiaries have not yet given 
ly farther explanation. As they actually demand a renunciation 
favour of all the republics in alliance with France, and that in 
fneral, without naming the republic, or the objects in regard to 
ich that renunciation ſhall be preciſely made; in order that 
dete may ariſe no doubt or difficulty in 4 and on account 
the importance of the affair, it will be neceſſary that they ſhould 
uin the deputation with a ſufficient and clear explanation on 
ieſe points, in order to enable them to return an anſwer on that 
dect. The deputation preſume, that the ſaid republics, on 
er part, will equally renounce all the rights and pretenſions 
dich they may have on the Empire, and promiſe, at the ſame 
de, that all the property, revenues, rights, poſſeſſions, &c. 
Uted on their reſpective territories, belonging to all or each of 
ſtates of the German Empire, the immediate nobility, and 
der mediate or tmmediate dependents of the Empire, ſhall be 


equally 
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equally preſerved to them ; and that they ſhall not, in any ma 
ner, be interrupted in the full enjoyment of them: theſe repul 
lics, theſe corporations and inhabitants, ſhall preſerve, as is juf 
the property which they now have in the German Empire, [ 
the 7th article, the French plenipotentiaries ſtipulate, as a claf 
on which there can arife no doubt, that the German Empire wi 
renounce, in the approaching treaty of peace, all pretenſions 
Frickthal, belonging to the Houſe of Auſtria, The deputai 
of the Empire mutt have necellarily found this propoſal the me 
ſtrange, as they declared that they would only cede, under certa 
conditions, to the French regublic, thoſe German poſſeſſions 
the left bank of the Rhine which immediately touch the Frenc 
territory, while Frickthal is ſeparated! from France by a part 
Switzerland, The pretenſions even of the French miniſters ha 
not till this moment been directed to that object: on the contm 
they ſay expreſsly, in their note of February 20, a period ant 
rior to the ceſſion of the left bank, that this firſt baſis of t 
boundary of the Rhine does not give to the French republic 
what it already poſſeſſes: ce qu'elle enfin ne laifſante d la ripubly 
que ce qu'elle poſſede, garantit encore la tranquillits des ats. As 
Opinion of the deputation was not then nor could be, to compre 
hend in the ceſſion of the ſaid countries the Frickthal, which v 
not occupied by the French troops, it cannot now conſent to th 
new demand. Finally, many of the propoſitions and demand 
made by the deputation, particularly-in its notes of March 3 at 
11, May 18, and July , have again been left without any a 
ſwer, in the laſt note of the French miniſters, of July 19. T 
deputation of the Empire, conſtantly convinced, that, without 
explanation on the ſaid points, the relations between the two! 
tions cannot be brought to a complete determination, find then 
ſelves obliged earneſtly and again to requeſt, that the Frend 
miniſters plenipotentiary will give a conciſe anſwer on all th 
points ſtill in diſpute “. | 


Definitive Note of the French Plenipatentiaries, in Anſwer i f 
laſt of the Deputation of the Empire. 
THE underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French 
public for negotiating a peace with the Empire, have received tl 
laſt note of the deputation of the Empire, which was tranſmit 
to them on the 23d Thermidor, the preſent month, Y M. 
Metternich, miniſter plenipotentiary of his. Majeſty the 27 
In doing juſtice to the intentions of the deputation © 4 
Empire, the underſigned cannot diſſemble the diſagreeable imf 


* This concluſum was not approved by the Imperial miniſter, 
tranſmitted it to the French miniſter, without annexing to it his 


% 
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fon which the laſt note left in many reſpects on their minds. It 
neither anſwers their juſt expectations, nor the idea which they 
ought to form of the prudent foreſight of the, plenipotentiaries ot 
the German Empire. They could, above all, with difficulty 
expreſs, and will abſtain from defining, the ſentiment which they 
experienced in reading the paſſage of that paper, where they ſo 
firangely allude to the 3d article of their note of 1ſt Thermidor 
(July 20). Who could have thought, that, after an examination 
of more than twenty days, after ſo many fittings, employed, no 
doubt, in uſeſul deliberation, they ſhould have delayed declari 
themſelves, and ſhould have beengſilent reſpecting one of the 
eſſential and moſt preciſe articles of that note, and which mult be 
conſidered as irrevocable ? * | | 

It is at length time that this ſtate of things, that theſe 
equivocal delays, ſhould have an efid. The French government 
deſires peace; its conduct has ſheltered its intentions from all 
doubts; but to attam that object, it has exhauſted every thing 
that could be expected of its good intentions. The laſt propo- 
tions which the underſigned made in its name, are the conditions 
of that peace, There is then no longer room for diſcuſſion or 
delay. The deputation muſt decide. If they conſult only them- 
ſelves, if they yield to the purity of their intentions, the choice 
vill be ſoon made. Let them refte& well, that, in any caſe, 
theſe delays and theſe refuſals will not be advantageous to the 
Empire, and that the public voice in Germany will approve any 
fetermination which ſhall avert for ever the ſcourge of war. 
lt being impoſſible for the miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
French republic not to inſiſt on the whole of what is contained in 
their note of 1ſt Thertaidor (July 19), thoſe of 4th Meſſidor 
(June 22), and the preceding, they again demand of the depuration 
of the Empire a categorical and eie anſwer on all the points 
therein treated of. They expect it. 134 

They aſſure M. de Metternich, miniſter plenipotentiary of his 
Majelty the Empetor, of their moſt — conſideration. 

ONNIER. 

Roftade, 26th Thermider ( Aug. 14), Jean Day. 

bth year of the French republic. | 


Minutes of a Conver ſation between Count Metternich, Minifter Pla- 
mpotentiary of his Majeſty the Emperor, and Citizens Jean Debry 
and Bonner, Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic at 

ry 24th Thermidor ( Au guſt 11th), between Twelve and One 

9 Clock in the Forenoon. 


COUNT Metternich having waited upon Citizen Bonnier, 
e Jean Debry was preſent, he told them, that the inter- 
ol. VII. | 3P view 


* 
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view which he had the honour to requeſt of them aroſe from the n 
reſpect which he entertained for the French legation; a ſentimen Wl »i 
which he ſhould preſerve with pleaſure in all the communications be: 
he had with them. He added (referring to the note he had tranf. bei 
mitted to them), he could not ratify the third point of the laf 
note of the deputation of the Empire (that relating to the demo- lf 
lition of Ehrenbreitſtein), becauſe the object of it was of too n 
great importance, and too intimately — with the miliary 

department, to allow him to decide upon it immediately. At the 
ſame time he was averſe to retard the communication of the other 
points, in order to prove his readineſs to concur in accelerating 

eace. 

_ Citizen Bonnier ſaid, that the French legation had remarked 
with ſurpriſe the omitſion by the Imperial miniſter plenipoten- 
tiary of an article ſo eſſential as that of the 3d of the concluſum of 


the deputation of the Empire ; that the F rench legation had de- I 
manded a categorical anſwer to all the points of their note; that WW and 
they entertained the ſame deſire with the French government to Wl bell 
accelerate peace with the German Empire; and that they them- WW obſe 
ſelves, the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, in- bim 
ſiſted that the deputation ſhould ſeriouſly ſet about anſwering the WW att 
propoſitions of the French government, and that the underſigned N Kud 
ſhould explain himſelf in a preciſe manner with regard to the be! 
article of the laſt concluſum, + the « 
Count Metternich confined himſelf to what he had already (aid fubj: 
on this ſubject, adding only, that he could not N a paper u nilte 
official till it was ſigned by him and tranſmitted to the French le- wa 
ation, | 
a Citizen Bonnier replied, that they, the French plenipotentiaries, over 
would fend their anſwer immediately. the [ 
Caunt Metternich obſerved on this occaſion, that the deman , rica 
of the French government with regard to retaining the fort oi circu 
Caſſel oppoſite to Mentz, had the more ſurpriſed him, as it vu ran 
contrary to the firſt baſis of peace: that the French governme" tions 
had propoſed the courſe of the Rhine as the boundary betwee088 ou f 
empires deſirous to avoid all points of contact with Germany, bodo. 
prevent every cauſe of war in future, and to conſolidate a g of the 
underſtanding between the two ſtates: that it was in order tt Cit 
attain that object which the deputation of the Empire ſo 1 the ni 
dently wiſhed, that they had acquieſced in the ſaid baſis, on ce the m 
tain conditions to which the French legation had yet returned u T} 
anſwer : that by the demand of retaining the fort of Caſſel, da 0, » 
only a territorial contact was eſtabliſhed, but France would oe car 
wiſe have a military point, at once offenſive and defenſive 28a Cit 
the Germanic Empire, and that juſtice required that each fon ober 
be maſter within itſelf : that the reaſons which the French gc pire, 


ment had urged to prove the neceſſuy of demoliſhing the ** 
; 4 | | 


the 
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ments, and the T'&te du Pont oppoſite Manheim, applied here 
with additional force, becauſe it is notorious that Caſſe] has never 
teen an integral part of Mentz, while the Tete du Pont of Man- 
deim had always been a part of that place. 

Citizen Bonnier replied, that the French legation inſiſted on its 
ft propoſition, and that the French government irrevocably de- 
manded the demolition of the fort of Ehrenbreitſtein. 

Count Metternich availed himſelf of this opportunity to demon- 
irate to the French plenipotentiaries the little moderation and 
management which the French government and its agents had al- 
ways diſplayed in their proceedings. He added, that the laſt pro- 
damation of Citizen Rudler, with regard to the abſent inha- 
bitants on the left bank of the Rhine, was a new proof of this aſ- 
ſettion, though Count Metternich flattered himſelf that ſuch a 
thing as German emigrants would never be talked of. 

In ſpite of the verbal aſſurances given by him (Citizen Bonnier 
and his late colleague, Citizen Teeilhard, the underſigned ſtill - 
believed that this proclamation left ſome doubts with regard to the - 
obſervance of this principle ; and that accordingly he had thought 
timſelf bound to communicate it to the deputation of the Empire, 
fattering himſelf at the ſame time, that this proviſion of Citizen 
Rudler was ſuſceptible of a favourable interpretation; but that 
he had been particularly ſtruck on peruſal of the deliberation of 
the central adminiſtration of Mont Tonnere, relative to the ſame 
ubjeA, which would oblige him to ſubmit the matter to the mi- 
niſter plenipotentiary of the French republic, in order that it 
might be remedied. | 

Count Metternich thought likewiſe, that he could not paſs 
mer in ſilence the official intelligence of the augmentation of 
the French troops on the right bank of the Rhine; he commu- 
nicated to the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic the 
Circular letter of the commandant of Mentz. The underſigned 
remarked, that this ſtep was perfectly repugnant to the ſtipula- 
ons made at the time of the armiſtice, not to paſs the lines traced 
out for the two armies; that the army of the Empire had ſcru- 
Puloully obſerved this engagement, and was ſtill behind the banks 


of the Lech. 

Citizen Jean Debry ſaid, that all the public papers ſpoke of 
the news of war, and the preparations that were made ; and that 
he movement of the French troops was a meaſure of precaution, 

The underſigned replied, that the warlike diſpoſitions alluded 
0, were unknown to him, and that the army of the Empire was 
n cantonments, 

Citizen Jean Deb repeated the aſſurances that the French 
5overnment really wiſhed to conclude peace with the German Em- 
ire, and to conſolidate it. 


322 The 
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The underſigned withdrew, after referring to what he had ad. 
vanced in the courſe of this converſation. . 
| (Signed) The Count de METTERniCE, 


Raftadt, 12th Auguſt 
IN conſequence of orders from the court of Vienna to the Im. 
erial miniſter to conſent to no new conceſſions to the French, 
he ſuppreſſed the 3d article in the note of the deputation of the 
Empire of the 7th of Auguſt, relative to the demolition of Ehren- 
breitſtein, before it was delivered to the French miniſters, Ac- 
cording to the inſtructions to the Empire, the reſolutions of the 
+ deputation are of no effect unleſs they are agreed to by the Auſtrian 
plenipotentiary. 1 | 


| 7 16th Auguff, 

THE French plenipotentiaries demanded from the Count de 

Metternich, the Imperial miniſter, his declaration in writing upon 

his refuſal to ſanction the laſt concluſum of the 7th of Auguſt 

ſeeing that his inſtructions would not allow him to do ſo before 

— return of a courier whom he had diſpatched to the court of 
Vienna. 1 


Raftadt, 3d Fructidor (16th Auguſt), 
THE underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French re- 
public, juſtly ſurpriſed that their note of the 26th Thermidor lalt 
has not as yet produced any known effect, and in their love for 
humanity, impreſſed with a lively ſenſe of the imminent danger o 
this ſtate of inactivity to which the ſaid note has conduced, require 
the deputation of the Empire to explain itſelf inſtantly, catego- 
rically, and ſeparately,- upon all the points in diſpute, an 
in the notes of the 1ſt Thermidor, 4th Meſſidor, and others pte. 
ceding. While they give this further proof of their formal vill 
and laſt perſevering effort of the French republic for peace, the) 
declare the deputation muſt remain reſponſible for the conſequencts 
in which further delays may involve it. | 
(Signed) BONNIER- 
| IAN Der: 
ROBEEJor. 


Concluſum of the Deputation of the Empire of the 11th Aug. 1798. 

THE deputation of the Empire have ſeen by the laſt overu* 
which the Imperial commiſſion made to the directorial mini" 
in his note of the 27th Auguſt, the contents of a conver 


which took place on the 11th between the Imperial 2 
| 2 2 nl 
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gotentiary and the French legation. As it reſults from it, that 


French miniſters continue to inſiſt upon a formal reply to theĩt 
xe of the 26th Thermidor, and that they await that reply, the 
tation of the Empire are of opinion that the following anſwer 
ould be given to the ſaid note: 

The deputation of the Empire have been ſatisfied on finding 
| the laſt note of the French miniſters plenipotentiary of the 26th 
rmidor, new aſſurances of the conſtant diſpoſitions of the go- 
nn;ent to accelerate peace, as well as their confidence in the 
qually pacific ſentiments of the deputation. But they were at the 
me time diſagreeably affected at ſeeing that a ſimple miſunder- 
ding had given riſe to the idea manifeſted in that note, that they 
uld have paſſed over ſub ſilentis in their reply, one of the moſt 
pportant articles of the note of the iſt Thermidor. 

The deputation of the Empire,. always convinced of the ad- 
tage reſulting to negotiation by writing, when all the points are 
ſculled at once, and not partially, have not failed to reply to the 
article of the note of the iſt Thermidor, which is the prin- 
pal point in queſtion here, as well as to what is ſaid in the ad 
ice, relative to the iſle St. Pierre: and the deputation replied 
i the following manner on the th Auguſt. 

[The zd article of the concluſum of the th Auguſt, which we 


ne already given, was here inſerted. ] 


575 As the Imperial miniſter plenipotentiary reſerved himſelf to 
e- Wake an immediate declaration relative to that deciſion upon the 
r laſt WW article, the deputation of the Empire confine themſelves ſolel 
> for WWF preſent to communicate this ſtate of things, adding the aſ- 
er of WWrance that they will continue in future to do all that ſhall be in 
quim eit power to accelerate the negotiation. | 
tego- WY | be deputation of the Empire requeſt the Imperial commiſſion 
nced WP fran.ſmit as ſoon as poſſible, by means of a note, as is cuſtomary, 
pre e reply to the French legation. 
wi | 
they 


Raſtadt, Aug uſt 24. 
THE Count Metternich, at the reiterated ſolicitations of the 
putation of the Empire, tranſmitted on the 21ſt to the French 
niſters the concluſum of the th of Auguſt, in its original ſtate, 
j reſtoring the article relative to the demolition of Ehrenbreitſtein, 
& without giving it his ſanction. 

|| 


e " 


Anſwer of the French Miniſters. 


iſtet, 
ation WY THE underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French re- 


dlie, for carrying on the negotiation with the German Empire, 
ſe teceixed the note of the deputation of the Empire, which was 


tranſ- 
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tranſmitted to them on the 21ſt inſtant, by the miniſter plenig 
tentiary of his Majeſty the Emperor. 

It refults from this paper, that the deputation of the Emi 
was actually occupied in deliberating on the 3d article of the ng 
of the French legation of the 19th of July; that it had given 
anſwer to that aiticle, but that the anſwer was not found, a 
ſhould have been, in the note communicated the 10th of Auguſt 
the miniſter plenipotentiary of his Majeſty the Emperor. It is th 
effect of an omiſſion which cannot be attributed to the deputatin 
and for which every poſſiblè 'Feparation is now made by the ref 
tution of the text. | 

As an explanation on the ſubje matter of that anſwer. the u 
derſigned declare, that they cannot in any way liſten to what 
| propoſed to them; and that on account of the reaſons ſufficient 


detailed, and annexed to the 3d article of their note of the 1908ini!t: 
of July, they perſiſt more ſtrongly in their opinion on that pon ul) 
as well as on all the other articles of the fame note, which d at th 
have equally offered as conditions of peace, The underſigneWites 


therefore refer to the two notes of the 13th and 19th. of Auguſ nec 
the object of which, inſtead of being determined, ſtill ſubſil 
completely : and adhering to the declaration made by them tot 
deputation of the Empire, that it remains reſponſible for the cat 
ſequences which may be produced by further delays, they u 
quire it repeatedly to furniſh, without delay, fn anſwer, be 
categorical and ſeparate, with reſpe& to all the articles of the 
note, and particularly of that of the 19th July, to which ith 
not yet given its conſent. | 
The French government ſincerely wiſhes for peace. It pte 
that wiſh by its moderation, and ſtill more ſo by employing allt 
means of melioration which are in its power. If the deputati 
wiſhes for it, as they deſire to belicve, let it at length come (0 
deciſion. * Peace can be retarded but by thoſe who think nothing 
the public calamities, and who are blind with reſpe& to their 
ture intereſts, 92 
| (Signed) BONNER. 
Jean Dis, 
Raſtadi, Auguſt 22. RosRjor. 


Note tranſmitted by the Plenipotentiaries of the Courts of L 
Ponts, Heſſe Darmſtadt, Baden, the Houſes of Naſſau ans k 
Proteflant Counts of W:ſtphalia and Vcteravia, to tht brew 


Plenipotentiaries. 


THE underſigned have the honour to inform the miniſter] | 
nipotentiary of the French republic, that they have jult i 
mitted to the deputation of the Empire a note, in whic 
dently ſolicit them to accelerate the peace of the Empire. * 
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ter themſelves that the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French 
public will be convinced they have uſed every effort to render 
< a ſtep efficacious, and to attain the beneficent object ſo ge- 
e naa delired. Penetrated with the juſteſt confidence in the ſen- 
nents of equity and humanity which animate the miniſters ple- 
wentiary of the French republic, the underſigned abſtain from 
mcing the afflicting picture of the numberleſs miſeries which, 
t is thr ſeven years, Germany, and more particularly the countries 
their conſtituents, have experienced. The enormous ſa- 
ibces which have been the conſequence of this diſaſtrous war are 
nown; and the deſpair of the inhabitants of thoſe countries would 


lenips 


he u complete, if they did not cherith the hope of better things to 
What me. ä 

eien The underſigned invite by the moſt preſſing ſolicitations the 
e 1008inilters plenipotentiary of the French republic to concur effica- 
 poinifWoully in the work of pacitication, and they promiſe themſelves 
h theſWH:t they will not refuſe to conſider this ſtep as a freſh proof of the 
rige ides that animate the princes of the ſtates of the Empire for the 
zugute r mediate concluſion * peace. They dare to hope that the mi- 


lers plenipotentiary of the French republic, by deferring to this 
| tot ing invitation, will prove in their ſcale that it is not in vain; but 
tit is with a well-tounded confidence reliance has been placed 
jon the generolity and moderation of a great nation, the eclat of 
hoſe power will be augmented by ſoftening the conditions upon 
hich depends the accompliſhment of their wiſhes. 

| ith (Signed) BARON de RECHBERG of Pappenheim, 
Kruſe, Rectenſtein. 

bh Aug. 1798. The CounT de Solus. 


ne big cam of the Deputation of the Empire of the 29th Auguſt. 


THE deputation of the Empire informs the Imperial legation, 
at it has reſolved on the following anſwer to the French note 
the 5th Fructidor (Auguſt 22). | 
The French miniſters plenipotentiary, in their laſt note of the 
h Fructidor (Auguſt 22), have returned an. anſwer to the de- 
led note of the deputation of the Empire of the 10th of Auguſt, 
a manner which cannot fulfil its object. As this note of the 
th of Auguſt contained preciſe and circumſtantial explanations 
ative to the ſeven articles of the French note of 1ſt of Ther- 
or (July 19), an anſwer equally preciſe and detailed was ex- 
ed on the part of the French miniſters, ſince it is only by re- 
procal approaches that negotiations already fo advancd can be 
Wpily terminated ;, inſtead of which, the | miniſters ple. 
dotentiary, in the anſwer they have remitted, have merely re- 
red to the contents of their note of the iſt of Thermidor (July 


19). 


which may be produced by the delay of the concluſion of fer 
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70), to which the deputation had already anſwered, as far 8M 
its power. | | ſir 
The deputation of the Empire, in its note of the toth of LIT Ink 
has already acceded, particularly to article 1, relative to the u 
preſſion of the tolls on the Rhine, and alſo to the demolition of iy"! 
fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein, mentioned in article 3; and when 
required, in return, that the French government thould reſtore 
the Empire all the fortified points on the right bank of the Rhine 
and on this fide the Thalweg, it equally underſtood that all thel F 
points ſhould be and remain diſmantled, the 
As to article 6, relative to the important object of debts, be. 
feemed ſufficient to prove in a general manner, the exiſting in t 
poſſibility in every reſpect of taking charge of all the debts indiſei 
minately ; and the French miniſters are required to explain ien. I 
felves in a manner more preciſe relative to their object, as well be 
to all the other points which they have not yet anſwered. lect] 
French miniſters plenipotentiary muſt be convinced that this em 
ticle of the debts, and that of the particular properties of the ¶ rm. 
ſentees and emigrants of the left bank of the Rhine, as well as DO 


thoſe whom ſervice or other relations will not permit to remain 
that bank, are among the moſt effential articles of the peac 
without which the deputation of the Empire can conclude nothin 
Though the deputation of the Empire is convinced of the Frese 
government's love of juſtice, and is certain that it never can hi 
meant to form pretenſions on the property of individuals, yet 
cannot but wiſh that the French miniſters would, by an exp! 
declaration, place beyond all doubt the preſervation and free a 
joyment of every kind of individual property. _ 

The depuration of the Empire has certainly laboured hithe 
moſt ſeriouſly, and with a ſincerity which cannot be miſunds 
ſtood, to accelerate the work of peace. It feels in the molt le 
manner the urgency of circumſtances ; and to attain its princy 
objeR, which is to ſecure the independent exiſtence and tranqu 
lity of the Empire, it has conſented to make the greateſt ſac: 
The only demands to which it cannot accede, are thoſe which 
contrary to the object of its miſſion, and which cannot be c 


priſed among the conditions of a permanent and ſuitable peace. | ay 
endeavouring to prevail on the French. miniſters to deſiſt from i * 
pretenſions, it cannot by any means incur the re of retard pr 


the concluſion of peace; and in ſuch a ſtate of things, the « 
tation cannot in any caſe become reſponſible for the conſeque® 


Continving to place a confidence in the moderation of the 
government, of which it has received ſuch repeated aum 
it waits a tranquillizing declaration, conformable to thoſe un 
rate ſentiments relative to all thoſe points which have not yt 
adjuſted, | | 
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The deputation of the Empire, taking into conſideration all ex- 
ſting circumſtances; believes itſelf entitled to expect that the Im- 
rial legation ſhould give its ſanction to this anſwer, as well as 
o ihat part of its deciſion of the 7th of Auguſt, to which the mi- 
titer plenipotentiary has not yet acceded. | TY 


Note of Bavaria, delivered in the Sitting of the 29th Auguſte. 


FROM the laſt note of the French miniſters it follows, that 
tbe doubts raiſed relative to the concluſum of the deputation of 
the 21ſt Thermidor no longer exiſt ; that the thread of the nego- 
liation has been reſumed : but the language in which this note 1s 
couched, is ill calculated to follow it up with effect. 3 

That different anſwers given in the coneluſum of the 11th 
Thermidor, upon the ſeven articles of the French note, are per- 
ſly nugatory ; and it ſeems that it is determined to conſider 
them as ſuch, until each of them is anſwered abſolutely in the af- 
frmative, that is to ſay, one ſide has only to demand, and. the 
aher only to agree. | ; 
To this pretence are added in each note threats of reſponſibility, 
if they reckoned as nothing the immenſe ſacrifice of the coun- 
ries ſituated on the left bank of the Rhine. The deputatian 
ought to be ſatisfied with reſpect to the article of reſponſibility, It 
js convinced, as well as the whole Empire, that its juſtification 
its in the conſtitutional progreſs of the negotiation, and in the 
notives of its reſolutions. . 

If a few men among the Germans have thought it their duty to 
preſs the deputation to make ſacrifices greater than it has done, it 
the cruel effect of the exceſſive diſtreſſes to which we are reduced 
the miſeries of war —miſeries which have not been entirely 
aſe! during the courſe of the negotiation, But the cries of 
ufering humanity are addreſſed with leſs force to the party which 
$ conſtantly demanding ſacrifices, than to that whith is conſtantly 
reed to yield them. Theſe complaints of deſpair ſhould not in- 
ce the deputation to betray its duties towards the Empire. If it 
nſents, without examination, to whatever may be incompatible 
th the dignity, the exiſtence, and the future ſafety of the Em- 
Ire, it would then fill ap the meaſure of its reſponſibility towards 
e preſent and future generations. FIR 

Previous to the demand of keeping poſſeſſion of all the fortified 
its on the right bank of the Rhine, en thought ſhe would 
© entirely ſeparated from France by a natural barrier which could 
Nt be ſurmounted, and which would form a protection againſt 
) future aggreſſion. This idea was the natural conſequence of 
*xpreſſions contained in our reſpective notes. But on a ſudden 
Peared that of the French miniſters of the 17th Floreal. They 
mand all the iſlands, Caſſel, Kehl, all the fortified poſts * 

. © 
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the right bank of the Rhine, and they wiſh to convert the natuni 


acct 
limits of the Rhine into a barrier, to facilitate future hoſtile en. 4 
terpriſes. From this idea of a new barrier it naturally reſulg not 
that the deputation, in agreeing to it, would cc Cel the ven din 
exiſtence of the Empire, and would devolve on itfelf a real .de 
ſponſibility. A | 1 
The Empire deſires, and ought to deſire peace. The French rica 
' miniſters deſire it alſo. This aſſurance is conſolatory, We u de 
therefore ſenſible, though we cannot explain it, that there exil 1 
in «1 negotiations an obſtacle which paralyzes its diplomatic pr nin 
rels. | | Giſt 
May all difficulties be finally terminated by moderate-meaſures 
In the preſent ſtate of things, the underſigned deputy is compellei i R 
to inſiſt on the contents of the concluſum of the 21ſt Thermider 
and he thinks we ought to declare to the French miniſters, that in 
return for the demolition of Ehrenbreitſtein conceded to them 
they ought to renounce the fortified poſts on the right bank of the 
Rhine ; that they ought to endeavour to come to an underſtanding Nite 
on the article of debts, and that they ſhould determine upo 
queſtions which have not yet been propoſed, as well as thoſe r 
ready ſubmitted to diſcuſſion. As we have before expreſſed or. 
thoughts on theſe important objects, without forming any reſch He E. 
tion on the ſubject, it behoves us to occupy our attention ſolely Me) 
preſenting a note to the French legation, decif, 
FTA 3 - 
ES 185 | cou 
Note of the French Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 1/4 September. e! 
ANOTHER note from the deputation of the Empire has bet 2 
communicated on the 14th Fructidor (30th Auguſt) to the under 
ſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, appoints 
to negotiate with the German Empire, by the miniſter peng 
tentiary of his Majeſty the Emperor. | 
The underſigned haſten to acquaint the deputation of the r. 
pite, that they accept the pure and ſimple conſent given in! Empi 


note to the demolition of the fortifications of Ehrenbreitſtein; & 
they perſiſt moſt ſtrongly, and for reaſons expreſſed in theit | 
ceding note, in demanding the ceſſion of Kehl and of Caſſel, & 
its appurtenances, points eſſential to the ſafety of the French in 
tier, of which the republic is in poſſeſſion, and which are pz 
neceſſary dependencies. upon what has already been irrevociy 
ceded to them. 8 * 
They equally perſiſt in all their other propoſitions and decin 
tions contained in the notes they have remitted up to this« 
that is to ſay, fince and including the 14th of laſt Floreal 
deputation of the Empire feels too well that even if the Trent 
government ſhould ſacrifice ſtill ſomething more to their deſire! 
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muri zccelerating the concluſion of peace, it would not be, without 
le en: doubt, when her demands are oppoſed by a refiſtance without 
ſolis i motive, and contrary to the true direction which the force of 
ven things ought, at this day, to give to the politics of the princes of 
al re. the Empire. \ 5 
They demand, and they hope it is for the laſt time, a catego- 
nical and prompt anſwer, They give notice to the deputation of 
the Empire, that that anſwer will govern their future conduct. 
The miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic aſſure the 
pr niniſters plenipotentiary of his Imperial Majeſty of their moſt 


litinguiſhed conſideration. | 
ſures | BONNI1ER, 
pelle Roftadt, 15 Fruttider, 6th year of Je AN DE Brie. 
nidot the French republic. OBERJOT. 


hat in M 


* g Nate from the Imperial Commiſſion to the Deputation of the Empire at 
* 4 2855 4 34 September. 


fe al THE Imperial commiſſion annexed to the deputation of the 
d knpire, approve of the offer of the demolition of the fortifications 
elo Ehrenbreitſtein, contained in the concluſum of the deputation of 
ee 7th and 29th Auguſt, upon the conditions expreſſed in the ſaid 
tcifions. As the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic 
have replied to the note of the deputation of the 31ſt Auguſt, b 

2 counter note of the 1ſt September, a copy of which is annexed, 
the Imperial legation expects the deciſion which the depuration of 
the Empire will adopt upon that ſubject. 


Decree of the Imperial Commiſſion to the Deputation of the Empire at 
| Raſftadt , 4th September . 


THE Imperial commiſſion annexed to the deputation of the 
Empire for the concluſion of peace, acquaint the deputation by 
the ſubſequent copy of the note tranſmitted yeſterday to the mi. 
ilters plenipotentiary of the French republic, with the manner in 
hich they have been informed of the fanQion given to the 3d ar- 
Kle of the concluſum of the 7th of Auguſt. 


ote addreſſed to the Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. 


Ix the two notes that were tranſmitted on the 21ſt and 3 iſt 
uguſt, to the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, 
he underſigned reſerved to himſelf the giving his deciſion re- 
pecling the demolition of the fortifications of Ehrenbreitſtein, 
ſented to by the deputation of the Empire upon conditions that 

3 Q2 — 
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cannot be ſeparated from it. He has juſt informed the deputation 
of this deciſion, upon giving it his approbation. It is only by 
that ſanction, and from the moment it was given, that the pre 
poſition of the deputation of the Empire could have the form o 


wt u 
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WA 


y re! 


an effective and formal offer from ſtate to ſtate ; and it only bert 
gins to poſſeſs all its validity from the inſtant that the underſigned, ur. 
as he hereby does, informs the miniſters plenipotentiary of thelfſolidi 
| French republic of it. He reiterates the aſſurance of his diſtin tt: 
guiſhed conſideration, | ubli 


| F. G. C. Count De Mrrnkicn 
| WENNEBOURG BEILSTEIN, 
Raſiaat, 3d Sept. 1798. | | 


Sub/tance of the Concluſum of the Deputation of the Empire, on il 

| 10th of September, | 
THE deputation conſents to cede the iſland of Peterfave, but 

requires the reſtoration of Kehl and Caſſel, | 


IA ſecond note was drawn up by the deputation of the Empire 
on the 1oth of September, in which they demanded the recall d 
the republican troops on the right bank of the Rhine. 


Notes tranſmitted by the French Plenipotentiaries to the Imperi 
WE | Miniſier at Raſiadt. | 


THE underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French 
public for negotiating a peace with the German Empire, have u 


ceived the note of the deputation of the Empire, which was coo N. 
municated to them on the 25th Fructidor (September 11), by , 

| miniſter plenipotentiary of his Imperial Majeſty. | uo; 
Whatever may be the ſatisfaction which the underſigned many i 
derive from the pacific language of the deputation of the Empiꝶ WW htic 
whatever may be the confidence "yy are diſpoſed to place in le a 
they are nevertheleſs compelled to obſerve, that after more agen 
nine months ſpent in negotiation, words, and even intentions, uy '! 
not ſufficient ; realities are neceſſary, in order to prove a ſince pice, 
deſire for peace. Peace muſt be concluded, and the underſignd 2d 
are unremitting in their endeavours to obtain it, It is true, eh 
deed, that the deputation ſeems at preſent diſpoſed to emerge fw ce 
that ſtate of indecifion in which it has been held; it has recent 3d 
aſſented to one of the important demands which have been mf: 
in the name of the French republic; (to wit) the demolition of ft eilt 
fortifications of Ehrenbreitſtein ; and this aſſent, which it this 6 * 
rene ws, is expreſſed in a manner which ſhows that the under ſ ge — 


were not deceived when they made the uncontradicted declarat'® 
that they regarded and accepted that aſſent as pure and | 
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ation Wt why permit to remain in one of the preceding concluſums, the 
ditional diſpoſition that had crept into it? Why fruſtrate the 
od effects of a revocation, which, by obviating difficulties, and 
m offi r:{toring to the ſacrifice made by the deputation the whole of its 
perit, might have given to the French government an additional 
furance of the reciprocal loyalty of the negotiations, and a firmer 
ey to future 3 lt is alſo true that the deputation 
iin e Empire ſhows Hſelt fully diſpoſed to cede to the French re- 
wblic the fortified iſland of St. Peter; but it ſeems to ſet an ex- 
viene erated price upon that ceſſion, which would conſiderably re- 
ce its value, and even the mere propoſal of it would induce a 
elief that the deputation too eaſily forget the many ſacrifices 
nich the French government has already made, with a wiſh to 
llore peace to the Empire, It is in general a miſtake, and one 
an, and one -ought to repeat it, tothink of eſtabliſhing between 
wo contracting powers a reciprocity of advantages rigorouſly 
„ bf: That vice balance is ſcarcely ever to be found, either in 
e nature of things, or the reſpective poſition of perſons ; and it 
could be admitted in the preſent negotiation, it is evident that 
here would reſult from it a real inequality for the French re- 
ublic, which in that caſe would not only loſe a conſiderable part 
of the proportional ſatisfaction which is due to it, but which 
hould alſo ſee diminiſhed in its hands the important advantages 
which it might have preſerved, and which diminution would ariſe 
from the effect of that reciprocity. Such a ſyſtem, utterly irre- 
oncilable with any place whatever, and much more unfounded 
when contraſted with the ſplendour of the French viRories, could 
ve er be (eriouſly-inſiſted on by ſincere and judicious negotiators. 
con Notwithſtanding theſe obſervations, which were deemed neceſ- 
lary, the underſigned will not deny but that the note of the depu- 
ion of the Empire has offered them ſome melioration in the ſtate 
mayo! affairs, and the happy though tardy poſſibility of a reſult im- 
patiently looked for by both nations. It appears indeed, from 
in e analyſis of that note, that at leaſt all the eſſential difficulties 
ar now reducible to theſe three queſtions : PP 
1ſt, The retaining by the French, or the reſtitution to the Em 
pire, of the fortified places Kehl and Caſſel. : ; 
zd. The transfer upon the countries given in exchange on the 
night bank of the Rhine, of the debts which ſhall fall upon thoſe 
fro ceded on the left bank. : 


cen 3d. The application or exemption of the French laws concern- 
mies the emigrants. All the reſt, as the deputation obſerve, will be 
oft ally adjuſted when the great obſtacles are removed. 


The attention of the underſigned is then wholly directed to 
itcſe three queſtions 3 and the examination they have given to 
dem has been the more ſcrupulous, becauſe the two laſt ſeem 
nearly to affect the welfare, the liberty, and the fortune of a great 
. 4 number 
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number of families in the two ſtates ; objects which the French D 
vernment holds ſacred in its political relations with other cou eader 
tries, as well as in its internal adminiſtration: accordingly tber 
do not heſitate to make the following proclamations and declam Th. 
tions, but under the expreſs reſervation that the fortified iſland Wis 
St. Peter ſhall immediately be ceded to the French republic; Fra 
at the ſame time all the clauſes and conditions annexed to thillWrenci 
demolition of Ehrenbreitſtein, and other demands of the und e W 
ſigned, ſhall be annulled. ; ke u 
1ſt, It would be uſeleſs here to reſtate the well-known reac tur 
which ſo powerfully induce the French republic to retain poſſeſſe 
of Caſſel and Kehl, with their dependencies. The ſame reaſa tig 
ſtill prevent them from agreeing totally to abandon theſe pol 
lions. It is natural to believe that the princes and other ſtates « 
the Empire ſhould conſider this point in a political view; 1 
they thould ultimately regret their got having ſufficiently perceive jrar 
or properly appreciated this object. But inſtead of a ſaluu 
contidence, in ſeeing, ſeveral fortified places in the hands of 
French, they ſeem to have experienced an oppoſite feeling, IH 
order to diſpel all apprehenſions, the French republic gives up hi" ic 
fortreſſes of Kehl and Caſſel, which ſhall be demoliſhed, and u e 
only retain the territories. | 
2d, With regard to the debts, the deputation ſurely have np”) « 
preſumed that the French government could agree to any arrangoihſl | 
ment which ſhould be calculated too ſenſibly to depreciate the ce 
lion of the left bank of the Rhine; to perpetuate between the t 
nations the ſeeds of intricate diſcuſſions, and to transfer to a c 
ritory united to France the expenſes of the war, which the Empi we 
Itſelf has incurred. The debts of the countries ceded, as the un 
derſigned have uniformly ſaid, ſhall be transferred to the counties 
on the right bank, given by way of indemnification ; but the re uſher 
public will conſent that the provincial and communal debts, ug 
the exception of thoſe which may have been contracted on gcc i aff; 
of and for the expenſes of the war, ſhall be and continue to antes 
the ceded territories : the tights of third creditors are reſerved. ' ee 
34. The underſigned declare that the laws reſpecting emigu hat 1 
tion are not applicable to countries ceded and not united, not | 
to Mentz. They make this conſolatory declaration with p My 1 
ſure ; but as the article to which this forms a reply is enumers 
among the eighteen articles annexed to the note of the deputatic 
of the 3d March, and this article is connected with articles meg" or 
tioned in the note of the 11th of the ſame month, it is proper! | 
to explain this point preciſely. The underſigned declare t- 
that they have now anſwered thoſe articles and preſuppoſitions ! 
every point capable of diſcuſſion, farther referring themſelves * 
their note. of the 19th Germinal, and declaring that the French wy 
legatjon does not, and never can, regard theſe articles and * 


\ 


( 487 ) 


tons but as inſulated, diſtin from one another, and inde- 
dent of all others; and that they will oppoſe every application 
them employed to invalidate or elude the point agreed upon. 
The miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic preſent 
and note as the pledge of peace. 

Þ France and Germany being now the judges of the affair, the 
to nch legation flatter themſclves that the deputation of the Em- 
re will unite with them in this opinion, and that they will not 
ke upon them the reſponſibility of being the firſt to produce a 
ealoipture. They give the miniſter plenipotentiary of his Majeſty 
ſſelba de Emperor their aſſurances of the moſt diſtinguiſhed conſi- 
rea(or ration, 8 ed) 8 ' 
of i | BonNIER, 
ales OM — DEBRY. 
fat, 28% Fructidor (Sept. 14), = OBERJOT. 
cen var 6 of the French republic. 

lou 1 


of 
. Hk underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French re- 
ublic for the negotiation of peace with the Germanic Empire, 
xceived on the 25th (Sept. 10), a ſecond note from the deputation 
the Empire, tranſmitted to them by the miuiſter pleni poten- 
ary of his Majeſty the Emperor. 
The particular object of this note is to demand the recall of 
e republican troops on the right bank. The underſigned invite 
he deputation of the Empire to weigh well this truth, ſo clearly 
kmonſtrated ſince the opening of the conferences, that the Exe- 
tive Directory of the French republic is fincerely deſirous of 
ace, and a ſpeedy and perfect reconciliation between the two 
lues; that it deſires nothing fo much as to ſee not merely dimi- 
iſhed, but entirely ſuperſeded by the happy inutility of defenſive 
recautions, the circumſtances connected with the preſent ſituation 
f affairs, and that this anxiety for precaution may utterly ceaſe, 
The deputation of the Empire cannot, upon its fide, fail to 
erceive that the demand which it renews at preſent is premature; 
tat the abandoning the military poſitions being neceſſarily the 
pit conſequence of an effectual pacitication, there is no peremp- 
oy reaſon why the troops of the republic ſhould he withdrawn 
rom the other ſide of Ne Rhine. By repeating an obſervation 
dus eſſentially juſt, the underſigned will avail themſelves of it, 
In order to deſtroy a very bold and ungrounded aſſertion, pr 
Ned far and near, and which the enemies of the French nation 
Will doubtleſs not be back ward to circulate and enforce. It had 
den (aid that the republican troops had tranſgreſſed the line 
Marked by the amneſty, The miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
French republic gave a formal and full contradiction to this pre- 
ſended They aſſert that the republican troops. have nat 
| | over- 
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overſtepped the lines fixed on for the two armies. This examy 
to which it were eaſy to annex others of a ſimilar nature, oug 
to have reminded the deputation of the Empire to guard agai 
all kinds of reports, exaggerated or abfolutely falſe, which m 
have been or ſhall hereafter be made to them, uniformly witht 
hope of exaſperating the public mind, and perhaps to withdr; 
their attention from deſigns that are truly hoſtile. No one can 
ignorant that certain individual hardſhips are inſeparable from 
tranſition from a ſtate of war to that of peace. It is not thef 

of the underſigned that this tranſition has not proved happy a 
rapid; it behoves the deputation of the Empire to become dai 
more thoroughly convinced, that the moſt efficacious labours th 
can ever be exerted for the ſolace and for the happineſs of nation 
are principally and only thoſe that tend to prevent the calamit 
of war by a ſpeedy —_— z it belongs to the deputation 

-yield to the wiſhes of the Princes, and of all the inhabitants 
Germany, whoſe remonſtrances, and even whoſe complaints, (we 
into a cry for peace; then all ſubjects of-uneaſineſs on either (« 
muſt — and the remembrance of paſt ſufferings will be drowne 
in the enjoyment of a tranquil and durable — 

The miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, in cloſi 
the preſent note, reſerve themſelves expreſsly to. what they ha 
declared in their firſt note of this day relative to the 18 artick 
annexed to the note of the deputation of the Empire of the; 
March, and to the hints thrown out in the note of the 11th of 
ſame month. | ſo em 

They aſſure the miniſter plenĩpotentiary of his Imperial Ma je in 
of their moſt diſtinguiſhed conſideration. 

(Signed) BoxxiEx. 
Raftadt, 28th Fruftidor (Sept. 14), Jean Det 
year 6 of the French republic. RoBEerJoT. Nai 
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Concluſum of the Deputation of the Empire. 
Raſladt, Sept. 22, 
THE deputation of the Empire are of opinion that the follos 
ing is the anſwer that ſhould be given to the late notes of tl 
French legation of the 28th Fructidor (Sept. 14). ion ; 
The French notes that were delivered in on the 28th Frucud 
(September 14) have made a very agreeable impreſſion. upon Mon 
deputation of the Empire. The ſenſible approximation of f 
French miniſters plenipotentiary in ſome eiſential points of f 
negotiation has fully confirmed the conſolatory hope that 15 
ceived of the happy moment not being far diſtant when Franc 
and Germany will mutually ſtretch out a friendly hand in fig 
peace. | | | 11 
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The deputation of the Empire-having uniformly evinced by the 


amp | 
molt unequivocal endeavours the moſt ardent and unabated zeal, 


onQ 

agu proved by the greateſt ſacrifices its deſire of accelerating the 
h nM o:citication, could not but feel ſome pain and concern, from ob- 
ith Hen ing that theſe endeavours were always miſunderſtood by the 


td French miniſters plenipotentiary, and that it was even pretended 
can What the legation looked for an abſolute equality of advantages be- 


from I ween the two contraQing parties. This equality will be ſtill 
je fu ess to be preſumed upon, now that the deputation (under the 
p endoubting expectation that the French miniſters will on their 
e du 6c manjfeſ a reciprocal condeſcenſion reſpecting points of equal 


importance, and even in ſome meaſure of ſtill more importance 
for Germany, and that the demands which have been made will 
te acceded to) ſtrictly acquieſces in the wiſhes of the French le- 
tion, and confirms to it, beſides the ceſſion of the leſt bank, the 
land of St. Pierre, near Mentz, and the demolition of the for- 
fcations of Ehrenbreitſtein; but ſtill renewing the obſervation 
hat the proviſioning of the latter fortreſs will not, agreeably to 
e exiſting convention, any longer experience any obſtructions. 
The French miniſters plenipotentiary having given their aſſu- 
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clolnWrnce, that after the ſatisfactory explanation of three points, upon 
rich their laſt note eſſentially turned, there would be no diff» 
articlculty in coming to an agreement reſpect ing the remaining points; 
the e deputation therefore feels a more eager diſpoſition to co-ope- 


of 
Lajell 


nte with all its might in the ſpeedy explanation of theſe points 
eminently eſſential, and conſequently haſten to make the fol- 
lowing anſwers to them: 21} 

Art, I. The deputation of the Empire not only accepts the renun- 
ation of the French miniſters plenipotentiary of the fortifications 
Kehl and of Caſſel, but it alſo receives with conſiderable ſatiſ- 
action the aſſurance that it is their intention to remove and do 
Way altogether every uneaſineſs reſpecting theſe poſſeſſions. 

But as, in order to give full effect to that intention, it is neceſ- 
y that France ſhould renounce all claim to the territories which 
ad been reſerved, as likewiſe to all kind of poſſeſſions and to 
ery point of contact on the right bank of the Rhine, it is confi- 
mtl expected of the French government (and this point muſt 
* formally inſiſted upon) that it will alſo accede to this renuncia- 
on; and the more ſo as the frontiers of France are ſufficiently 
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W rered and protected by the iſland of St. Pierre, and the demo- 
wo mon of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein; that the territories held 
'f i i reſervation have no real value; and that the French republic 
il, by that renunciation, manifeſt on its ſide an equal deſire of 
ving every thing that could tend hereafter to diſturb the har- 


ny and good underſtanding which ought to obtain between the 
Po ſtates; and that the French republic is on its ſide induced, by 
Vor. VII. 3 R fully 
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fully acquieſcing in this point, to remove the principal obſtacle 
that ſtands in the way of a pacification. | 

Art. II. In their lait note the French miniſters have explained 
_ themſelves reſpecting certain debts in a manner which at leaf 
leaves an opening for a poſſible conciliation upon that point; al 
the advantageous declarations made upon this ſubje& are therefore 
previouſly accepted : but in order to fix and throw light upon 
ſubject of ſuch importance, which involves ſo many intereſts an 
ſo many individuals, it is neceſſary to obſerve— 


1. That the deputation cannot underſtand by the expreſſion o ino 
commercial debts, any thing more than the debts of the communes... 
of the diſtricts of the country, of the towns, Baillages, and coil, 

rations, and, in a word, the debts that have not been tontrafte 4 


y the ſtate in general, but only by particular corporations, in or 
der to anſwer their own expenſes and wants. I his ſort of debt 
can only be regarded as private debts. They are not pretended te 
have been incurred in order to anſwer the exigences of the ſtate 
The German landlords have no direct ſhare in them; the com 
munal members and the communal property that has been mort 
gaged are alone liable to be charged with theſe communal deb 
The treaſury of the ſtate had nothing in common with the pay 
ment of theſe debts ; they were paid up by the communes that 
owed them, by the bailiwicks, diſtricts, corporations, or by thol 
that ſucceed them. This ſort of debts that have their defined ob 
ject cannot therefore be. compriſed in the preſent Wiſcufſion ; nc 
can there be made, with reſpect to them, any diſtinction betwee! 
the debts that have been contracted before or during the preſet 
war. | 
2. The provincial or debts of the ſtate have alſo ſo many d 
- ferent relations, on account of the diverſity of the territories « 
the Imperial ſtates, that it is neceſſary to enter into a detailed et 
planation reſpecting them before there can be laid down upon til 
point any general baſis. The French miniſters will be the mor 
inclined to liſten to theſe details, as they have declared in their ! 
note, that they coincide with the deputation of the Empire in it 
ſincere intention of bringing to a preciſe determination whate 
regards theſe debts; that there may not be endleſsly perpetunte 
between the two powers the germ of a complicated diſcuſiot 
The French miniſters have repeated, that the debts of the cou! 
tries ceded ſhall be transferred to the countries on the right ban 
ceded by way of indemnification. At preſent the queſtion ! 
lates merely to the debts of the preſent lords who ſhall obts 
other territories in compenſation, ar other ſtates on the 8 
bank; but the mode in which the debts were contracted in tb 
countries, differs eſſentially from that in which they were 


tracted in the others. In one, the ſtate has domains; in abe 0. 


* 


( 


ace dot. In the one, the treaſury for the domains is abſolutely diſtin 

from that of the contributions; in the other, no ſuch diſtinction 

uned BY known, and the whole is paid into the ſame * In ſome 
ates 


lea hers where there are two diſtinct treaſuries, the or the 
regencies adminiſter the revenue in their own perſons; elſewhere, 
the landlord adminiſters both. There are even. ſome where each 
treaſury has its diſtin adminiſtration; and finally, others where 
the treaſuries are without diſtinction under the ſuperintendance of 
ſngle financial chambers. In order, therefore, to come at the 
knowledge of the real debt of the country, denominated provin- 
cial debt, a criterion ſhould be eſtabliſhed, by which it might 
pear that the debt had been contracted for the uſe or wants of 
the country ; then it will be acknowledged a true debt of the 
country, called provincial debt, with which the country is charge- 
ble, If, on the other hand, after having thoroughly and ma- 
urely examined this matter, which in its nature is fo compli- 
ed, it ſhould be deemed expedient that ſuch of the debts of the 
vuntry as have Been contracted for the expenſes of the war, 
hould fall upon the objects pledged as indemnities, this exception 
ould require a ſtill more preciſe determination, ſtating that theſe 
kbts have been contracted towards defraying the expenſes of the 
carried on againſt the French republic, and that they have 
employed by or for the advantage of the armies, It is like- 
iſe proper to obſerve, that ſeveral ſtates extend along the two 
anks; it would conſequently be requiſite, with regard to the 
lebts of theſe ſtates, to eſtabliſh 'a more preciſe determination. 
In this caſe it were neceſſary, if theſe debts are not to be propor- 
oned between the diviſions of the ſtates (an attempt that would 
volve great difficulties), to be guided by the contracts of the 
pecial mortgage of the creditors, and make chargeable the debt 
pon that portion of the ſtates which is charged with the ſpecial 
ortigage, x 5 
The aſſurance given by the French miniſters, that the rights 
| their creditors hall be reſerved, is ſo conformable to the ſen- 
wents of the deputation, and to the principles laid down in their 
ceding communications, that this aſſurance is received with 
feaſure, in the hope that it will equally extend to the unre- 
ed and conſcientious payment of the capital and intereſt, in 
de manner that theſe payments have been ſtipulated between the 
_— powers. 2 
Art, III. The declaration made by the French miniſters, 
e laws reſpecting emigrants are not applicable to the ceded 
Puntries, not even to Mentz, is regarded by the deputation as 2 
of of their love of juſtice ; but as it is alſo an undoubted mat- 
that all the Germanic countries ſituate on the left bank of 
ine, that are to be ceded to France, in the ſame manner, 
lhe ſame time, in virtue of the future treaty of peace, ought, 
a 3 Ra i Agreeably 
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agreeably to the principles of juſtice, to pretend with full con 


dence to a treatment perfectly equal and fimilar; as moreover the 
reunion already agreed upon, and to which nevertheleſs the 
French plenipotentiaries ſeem diſpoſed to apply the laws relati 
to emigration, cannot be regarded as finally ſettled, until the ceſ 
| ſion of them be made by the Empire; and as the aforeſaid la 
cannot have a retroactive effect, it may be expected from th 
equity of the French government, that it will look upon it as: 
act of juſtice, and that it will itſelf declare that the laws reſpe8 
ing emigration-are not applicable to any portion of ſuch of f 
Germanic countries as ſhall be ceded to F rance by a future t 
of peace; but particularly to the poſſeſſion of the Germanic ſta 
and of the members of the nobility of the Empire, not to i 
other dependants of the Empire in K in Alſace, and 
in France; that this non- application ſhall take place for each 
without exception, of whatever ſtate or condition it may be; at 
that a redreſs ſhall be obtained for all that may have been ot 
wiſe done to the contrary to the preſent hour, to perſons or pre 
perty. For the reſt, as the opinion of the deputation perfedl 
cvincides with that of the French miniſters, that, when the afc 
ſaid three principal points ſhall be agreed on, the accommodati 
of the other points and articles ſtill in litigation, will not be pre 
craſtinated, the deputation will for the preſent confine itſelf 
reſerving in general its ulterior deciſion of the points as yet 
touched and undecided, in order to come more ſpeedily. to th 
explanation and deciſion of the aforeſaid principal points. 
the ſame time it cannot be denied the negotiations for peace hi 
made ſuch progreſs, that every meaſure of ſecurity in the co 
tries on the right bank of the Rhine becomes daily more unde 


ceſſary for the French republic. In reply then to te Frens _ 
note of the 28th Fructidor, the deputation cannot forbear ref 
ing the demand ſo urgently and energetically made in the notes By 
the deputation of the '24th FruQidur, that the French troo 8 ˖ 
ſhould be withdrawn from the right bank of the Rhine, abe - 
the exactions of the troops increaſe daily; and hopes are ent i 
tained, that from the love which the French government bears! 
Juſtice, in the preſent ſtate of the negotiation, at leaſt ſome fn 37% 
viſional meaſures will be taken for withdrawing all theſe tro 4 
from the countries above mentioned; that any further requiſit 21 
will be ſuſpended, and that the contributions not yet recon 
will not be enforced, By theſe juſt diſpoſitions, that part of " TI 
right bank of the Rhine which has ſuffered ſo much will beg em 
to taſte a little the'bleſſings of peace; for the attainment of u many 
for all Germany, the moſt ' ſincere exertions have been employe * 
on the ſide of the deputation. I * 2 1 i 
Ihe deputation of the Empire are convinced, that, by this a oO 


ſwer, the definitive pacification will be conſiderab'y s] 


i n 
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y confidently flatter themſelves then, that the French plenipo- 
ntiaries will accede to it. The plenipotentiaries of the deputa- 


on of the Empire preſent, EleQors, Princes, and States, re- 
mmend themſelves for this effect to the Imperial legation. 
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m H fance of the Vote of Huftrid in the Sitting of the 20th September. 


THE moſt unhappy events of nine ages have not injured the 
ermanic body ſo much as the ceſſions made within the laſt nine 
months, on the left bank of the Rhine, by the deputation of 
e Empire. By theſe, France acquires a population of more 
than two million of ſouls, an annual revenue of more than nine 
millions, and the fineſt and moſt fertile part of Germany, beſides 
he ineſtimable advantages offered by the Rhine, in a military and 
ommercial point of view. The majority of the deputation has, 
moreover, conſented to the demolition of the fortreſs of Ehren- 
veitſtein, upon the conditions declared in the concluſum of the 
1th of Auguſt, and has alſo ſhown a diſpoſition, contrary to the 
adopted principle of the Thalweg, to cede the important iſland of 
5. Pierre, near- the right bank of the Rhine, All this clearly 
e pr hows that the deputation has not continued in a wavering ſtate, 

and that Germany has made many ſacrifices. The delegates of 


. o Auſtria therefore require that every place on the right bank of the 
to bine, and every thing appertaining thereto, ſhould remain to the 


German Empire, As to the debts, they will readily accede to 
whatever the deputation ſhall further determine on this ſubject. 
With reſpe& to the emigrants, they muſt remark, that thoſe who- 

abandoned their homes, driven by the diſtreſſes of war, at a 
ime when the ſeparation or ceſſion of theſe countries was not 
thought of, have no right to be ſubjected to the French laws on 
emigration. They alſo recommend it to the deputation to inter- 
cede with the French miniſters for the. unfortunate inhabitants of 
the biſhoprics of Baſle, Liege, and Straſbourgh, and all others 
ente ©nilarly ſituated. RY 


luhllance of the Note of the French Miniſters of the 34 October, in 
Anſwer to the Concluſum of the Deputation of the Empire of the 


of th THE French miniſters congratulate the deputation on its re- 
em to the true intereſt, to the real / and preſſing want of Ger- 
many, a peace with France. The grand ſtep taken for this 
purpoſe after the ceſſion of the left bank of the Rhine, is that of 
the iſland of St. Pierre, and the demolition of Ehrenbeitſtein. 
he moment is come of determining, by deciſive acts, the al- 
(rrnative of peace or war. It would not have delayed it fo long, 
1 | if 


= 
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if it had conſidered. the influence of French. principles In caſe t 
a rupture. The Executive Directory have thown a condeſcen; 
ing dignity, and a moderation unexampled, on the part of a vic 
torious power; they will ſup that charaQer, by reſtoring t 
territories of Kehl and Caſſel. This is the price. at which the 
deputation muſt accede to the following articles: 

1. The delimitation of the courſe of the Rhine and its iſland 
and the liberty of the navigation of that river, 

2. The ſuppreſſion of the toll of Elsfleth, upon the Weſer, u 
being a reſtraint on our commerce with Bremen; and the cot 
ſervation of their political exiſtence and conſtitutional i 
ence to the cities of Bremen, Hamburgh, and Franckfort. 
3. Liberty to eſtabliſh bridges, purely commercial, on two 
points of the Rhine. | ee Fi 

4. The renunciation of every demand contrary to the French 
conſtitution_in favour of the immediate nobility. | 

5. The article of debts ſhall remain as it is. But the republic 
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will charge itſelf with ſuch of them as are for the particular a. ff. 
vantage of the countries become French. | | dope e 
6. The laws on emigration ſhall not be applicable to the com- "* 
tries now ceded to France, nor to Mentz; but they ſhall be in ith t 
full force in the united countries. 44 erlig 
7. The republican troops ſhall repaſs to the left bank of the . 


eſe 


Rhine, immediately after the pacification. Until then, they are 


to remain in their preſent polition. - ck 
8. The Empire ſhall conſent to the ceſſion of Frickthal, and = 

of all the places in that country, and in thoſe belonging to the lege 
Italian republics. | | 0 
9. The French republic, and thoſe of Italy, ſhall renounce, wr 

on their part,, all pretenſions to the remaining. countries in Ger- 8 r 
many. They ſhall treat ſeparately on the ſubje& of the particu- = 


lar engagements contracted by France with the German Princes 
during the war. 2 

10. Beſides the demolition of Kehl and Caſſel, the Empire 
muſt undertake not to erect any fort or entrenched camp at a lels 
diſtance than ſix kilometers, or three thouſand toiſes, from the 
right bank of the Rhine. - 22 

If thefe conditions ſhould not be accepted without delay, the 
conditional promiſe of reſtoring the territories of Kehl and Ca- 
fel ſhall be null and void. Such a rejection would ſhow the 
Empire wiſhes for war. | : 
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Note delivered by the Pruſſian Miniſter to the French Legation. 

THE underſigned miniſter plenipotentiary of his Majeſty the 

Kiog of Pruſſia has ſeen with peculiar CatistaQion, from the la 

note of the plenipotentiary citizens miniſters of the F rench — 
LY T po 
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wblic, that, induced by the ſtrong reaſons urged by the 
tion of the Empire, they have given up their claim of the terri- 
wries of Kehl and Caſſel; ind that they reſtricted themſelves, 
with (ſme modifications, to the boundary of the left bank of the 
Rhine. The King cannot but expreſs his approbation of this 
onceſſion of the French DireQory, which is of ſo much conſe- 
uence to the future tranquillity of Germany; but in the ſame 
note there are objects relative to which his Majeſty finds his juſt 
ipeCtations diſappointed, Of this kind, among others, is the 
ircumſtance that the old courſe of the Nhine, in the middle of 
the tracking or navigation way, ſhall be ſtrictly held to be the 
boundary on each fide, by which all-the declarations contained in 
m official note from his Majeſty's miniſter, of the date of the 
9th of June, are diſregarded. As ſuch a claim muſt militate 
cainſt the wiſhes and intereſts of. his Majeſty, the underſigned is 
onvinced that the miniſters plenipotentiary of the republic, 
ben they conſider the reafons alleged in 4. above · mentioned 
Pruſſian note, will not refuſe to yield to them. He grounds this 
hope on the known circumſtance, that the Rhine anciently bore 
the name of 'the Waal, Another point, conſiderably conneQed 
ith this, is the courſe of the Rhine oppoſite Weſel. The un- 
erligned has repeatedly had the honour to obſerve to the French 
exation, of what importance it is to the town and fortreſs of 
eſel, that the iſle of Buderich, which is formed by a canal, 
wich ſo dire&s the courſe of the Rhine that it leaves the iſland 
d the right, ſhould remain to the Empire, that the water-works 
ich are neceſſary to the exiſtence of the town and fortreſs of 
Veſel may be properly maintained. Should the full powers of 
ie miniſters of the French republic not be ſufficiently extenſive 
or them to accede to the repreſentations of the underſigned on 
dis ſubject, he requeſts that they will tranſmit the preſent note 
0 the Executive Directory, accompanied by a favourable ſtate- 
nent. The love of peace and humane diſpoſitions, which ac- 
ute the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, and 
ich they have ſo lately manifeſted, encourage the underſigned 
1 the pleaſing hope, that, to haſten the concluſion of peace, they 
ill not only eſpouſe with zeal the repreſentations relative to the 
"0 points above-mentioned now ſubmitted to their mature conſi- 
*ration ; but that they will not refuſe to admit further modifica- 
ons and conceſſions, relative to various other points in their note, 
f the utmoſt conſequence to the moſt important intereſts of the 


tman nation. | | 


Raſtadt, O. 8, 1798. 5 f 
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Anſwer of the French Miniſter to the Note of the Pruſſian Mai 
of the Date of the 8th of Odlober, relative to the Boundary on 
Lower Rhine, and the Iſle of Buderich. 


. THE underſigned miniſters of the French republic have re 
ceived the notes of the Pruſſian plenipotentiary of the date of 
18th Vendemiaire (OR. 9). They had tranſminted with the ut 
moſt diſpatch to their government the note received from the Pruf 
fian legation, on the 1ſt Meſſidor, relative to the ſame objed 
They communicated the verbal anſwer they received, ftating, d 
the French government found it impoſſible to accede to the wiſh 
his Pruſſian Majeſty : the underſigned cannot, therefore, und 
take to tranſmit to the Directory demands, relative to which i 
has expreſſed itſelf ſo explicitly in the negative; wherefore th 
muſt conſider this object as determined, His Pruſſian Majel 


and the miniſters plenipotentiary are too juſt to find any thing i 7 
the application of an acknowledged principle, to Which the be 
public has made ſo great ſacrifices, that can weaken the good u ent 
derſtanding or friendly relations, the maintenance of which E dss 
tween the two ſtates the Directory has ſo much at heart. cipl 
miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic expreſs wi rept 
pleaſure their high conſideration for the miniſter plenipotentian on 
his Pruſſian Majeſty. | tho 
| . 6 \ BoNNI1ER. this 
Roftadt, the 22d Vendemiaire *. Ax Dear. n: 
(Of. 13). RO RERJ or. dud 

attac 
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Reply of the Pruſſian Legation to the Note of the French Mini 2 
GS of the 13th October. | diz 
THE underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of his Pruſſag o c 
Majeſty have received, the 13th of this month (22d Vendemiai hic 
the note which the citizens miniſters plenipotentiary of the French vho 
republic addreſſed to them in reply to that of the 8th of . T 
month. | the le 
The contents of that reply have obliged the underſigned to vent 
following explanations. Tie citizens miniſters there aſſure then In t 
that they have not failed to make known to the members of bs lie 
King's legation, the verbal reply they had received upon the objed ami 
of the note of the Pruſſian miſſion of the iſt M-fidor (icon 
June), and the impoſlibility in which the French govern? Uatic 
were placed to accede to the with of Pruffia, | . %Y 
The underſigned know nothing of a verbal reply which mag eee 
have been given them by the citizens miniſters plenipotmiag p _ 


the French republic, upon the above-mentioned note of the 
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fan legation. They could not ſuppoſe that the inſinuations 
made to ſome of their members occaſionally, and by way of con- 
verſation from individual to individual, could be wiſhed to be conſi- 
dered as ſuch. This mode of explanation has been formally de- 
cred by the French legation as not being to be regarded as official, 

the French legation being indiviſibltee. 


ie ut But in caſe even that a verbal reply ſhould have been given to 
Puig the underſigned, reſpeRing their note of the 19th of Jurie, they 
died could not regard as peremptory the concluſions drawn by the citi- 
„ ens miniſters plenipotentiary of the republic. 

ih e They make known in their note of the 13th of October (22d 


Vendemiaire), that they cannot take upon them to reproduce to 
the Directory demands upon which they have declared themſelves 
in a negative manner, and in a way to make them conſider the 
object in queſtion as terminated. * | ; 

The frankneſs with which the underſigned have made it a rule 
to open themſelves upon every 'occaſion to the miniſters plenipo- 
tentiary of a power friendly to the King their maſter; ſhall ſtill in 
this note be the guide of their condu&, Faithful to this prin- 
Cole, they will not diſſemble to the miniſters plenipotentiary of the 
u republic, that they could not but be much ſurpriſed to find, in the 
paſſage before cited, expreſſions which appear to them to contain 
2 formal refuſal to convey to the Directory their note of the 8th of 
this month, a note, whoſe object is not only the article ſtated in 
BRY- un anterior note of the 19th of June, but which, beſides, in- 
cludes other important objects, to which the King and the Empire 
attach a ſufficiently conſiderable intereſt ; a note, in ſhort, which 
contains reiterated moſt amicable aſſurances of his Majeſty to- 
wards the French republic. Ay Ar 

The underſigned are inclined to believe, that in any caſe the 
citizens miniſters of the republic to the congreſs will not refuſe 
to convey to the knowledge of their conſtituents the demands 
miaire I hich ſhall be addreſſed to them on the part of the underſigned, 
who negotiate in the name of the King their maſter. _ 
of ui They obſerve beſides, that ſhould even their demands appear to 
tte legation of the republic to be objects terminated, that Jjudg- 
ment cannot be looked upon by the underſigned as without appea 
In the courſe of all negotiations, cafes preſent themſelves, in 
; of 8 "ich, on one ſide or the other, ulterior diſcuſſions are judged in- 
WT niſlble, It happens, however, that, after reiterated repreſent- 
(i dons, important modifications, and ſometimes abſolute renun- 
cog ions, are admitted, | 

The underſigned will not renounce the hope that the Executive 

rectory of the republic will find in their juſtice ulterior expla- 
"ons upon the object of the note of the 19th of June, worthy 
of - 4 attention. Pe * 

. 


4 
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They add to this 3 opographical draught upon the object of 
the true courſe of the Rhine, with an explanatory note, which 
oh . — make known the ſole principles to be followed upoy 
Inis OCCALNAN, , | 
Tbe iſle of Buderich forms another object of the note of the 
th inſtant, It has not been treated of in writing by the under- 
ſigned, except in that ſame note. In recogniſing the juſtice of 
the application of the acknowledged principle, they cannat re- 
ſolve nevertheleſs to abandon the hope of a- complete deference on 
the part of the Directory to the wiſh of the King and the whole 
German Empire, reſpecting the object of this iſle. The deputr 
tion af the Empire have decided in à ſimilar caſe to confent (as at 
— exception to an acknowledged principle, to the ceſſion of the for- 
tified iſle of St. Pierre, notwithſtanding the immenſe facrifce 
| they had already made to the love. of peace. Every thing thu 
concurs to induce a hope beforehand, that by à jult return, and 
conſidering above all that the iſle of St. Pierre is infinitely of leb 
importance to the exiſtence of Mentz than the ifle of Buderich, 
with its canal, to the maintenance of the fortreſs, and to the 
preſervation of the inhabitants of the town of Weſel, the Direc- 
tory will not heſitate to leave. this latter iſle in the hands of the 
King and the Empire, to which beſides there remains no fortrels 
—_ right bank for its defence, whilſt the poſſeſſions of the n: 
ublic on the left are defended by a triple chain of impregnadie 
. a, Under all theſe conſiderations, the underſigned, will 
* greateſt Ker he 18 1 requeſts, rr? the miniſten 
enzpotentiary of the republic will no longer helitate once mor 
to lay before the Dire 0 all their demands, and to that aut 
that they will, without delay, preſent to the Directory their not 
of the 8th of this month, as Ton as the preſent one. y flat- 


er themſclves, that the Directory, agreeing in that reſpect vit 
the principles adopted by his Pruſſian Majeſty on every negoit 
tion, will never Copies that the communications between the 
plenipotentiaries af Pruflia and thoſe of the republic ſhould be 
obſtructed upan any point of reſpectiye conferences, before tht) 
are E ively acknowledged by the two governments as terms 
nated. Ihe underſigned repeat yheir aſſurances of their high con- 
ſideration far the citizens miniſters plenipotentiary af the republic. 
Rafladt, Od. 16, 1798. oy 
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Verbal Note of his Imperial Majeſty to the Minifters Plenigntenti} 
. 1 F the French Republic. 
THE negatiation for peace between the Empire and France * 
fo far advanced, its baſis is ſo perfectly ſatisfactory, the Gn 
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the part of the Empire is ſo completely demonſtrated by the inva- 
luable ſacrifices it has made, that the obſtacles which ſtill oppoſe 
is accompliſhment are neither to be attributed to its diſpoſitions nor 
to its conduct. 

In this ſtate of affairs one cannot but be ſurpriſed to fee the 
Commandant General of the French troops on the Rhine conti- 
nue the blockade of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein, and the mi- 
niſters plenipotentiary of the republic refuſe an anſwer to the rei- 
terated remonſtrances which have been made to them relative to 
the ſuſpenſion of "thoſe menaces, which are not only contrary to 
the armiſtice, and the conventions which have followed it, but 
which are beſides abſolutely uſeleſs, and without any object, ex- 
cept that indeed which cannot be ſuppoſed, that the French go- 
rernment has determined to alter the ſtate of poffeſſion in the 
midſt of the negotiations, and thattoo after having received on the 
part of the Empire every proof, imaginable of the good faith 
= which it has invariably directed them towards their conelu- 


upon the principle of preſerving its advantages until the ſigning of 


keep poſſeſſion of the forts of Kehl and Caſſel, the ſame principle 
ought to preſerve the fort of Ehrenbreitſtein to the Empire until 
the ſame period, and ought alſo to guarantee the execution of thoſe 
conventions, made ſolely to preſerve the poſſeſſion of it without 
Interruption during the whole courſe of the negotiations. 

The miniſter olhaipoteminry of his Majeſty the E would 
willingly perſuade himſelf that other mode of proceeding 
annot enter into the views of the French republic; and that it 
would be equally repugnant to the character of its miniſters, 
charged on every occaſion to give aſſurances of its loyalty and up- 
nghtneſs. In fact, nothing can more effectually tend to deſtroy 
that confidence, without which the iations can, never attain 
their object, peace be concluded, or, if attained, become perma- 
nent. c 
He therefore requires the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French 
republic to explain themſelves upon this ſubject, and in ſuch a 
manner as to anſwer to thoſe proofs, as multiplied as evident, 
which the Empire has not ceaſed to give of its frankneſs and in- 
conteſtable deſire to inſpire confidence, and to obtain peace, even 
u the price of the greateſt ſacrifices. | 

Francois GrorRGs CHARLES, 
Count de Metternich Winnebourg Beilſtein, 
Rofladt, Och. 14, 1798. 
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If the republic refuſes to evacuate the right bank of the Rhine, 


peace; if, even after _ conſented to them, it continues to 
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Abftrat of a Converſation which took place between the Min. 
ter Plenipotentiary of the Emperor and thoſe of the French Repub. 
lic, reſpefling the Object of the Verbal Note. 


AFTER having explained to the miniſters plenipotentiary of 
the French republic the points contained in the verbal note which 
the Count de Metternich had juſt read, the miniſter Bonnier ad. 
dreſſed himſelf, and obſerved, that they, the miniſters plenipo- 
tentiary of the French republic, expected, in the firſt place, the 
official anſwer of the te utation, according to the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom, The Count de — eaſily perceived, that the 
miniſter Bonnier wiſhed by this means to avoid a detailed diſcul- 
ſion upon the principal object of the conference. He further 
thought that this anſwer of the miniſter Bonnier tended to deſtroy 
the principle which gave the miniſter plenipotentiary of the Em. 
peror the power of concluding the negotiations with reſpect to 
thoſe objeQs, the baſis of which had been conſidered by the depu- 
tation, and ſanctioned by him, It was important to eſtabliſh this 
inconteſtahle right in the miniſter plenipotentiary, and not to 
have it ſuppoſed by the miniſter of the republic that ſuch a pro- 
ceeding could be diftated by ſecondary views, The Count de 
Metternich then obſerved to the miniſter Bonnier, that all he had 
had the honour of preſenting on this ſubject was the reſult of 
thoſe principles and baſes which had been adopted, though they 
had not been ſo detailgd in the preceding notes ; that furthermore, 
the miniſter plenipotentiary of the- Empire did not wiſh to dil. 
guiſe the real ſtate of affairs; and that he would not fail to inform 
the deputation of the reſult of the conference, reſerving allo to 
himſelf to tranſmit to the miniſters plenipotentiary of the repub- 
lic an official note in the courſe of the week. The miniſter Bon- 
nier replied, by obſerving, that the demand of the Count de Met- 
ternich could only proceed from a conviction that the deputation 
had only to accelerate the concluſion of peace, and that the 
object relative to Ehrenbreitſtein would be accompliſhed. The 
Count de Metternich replied, that this obſervation was vnan- 
ſwerable; but that his object for the moment was to eſtabliſh the 
Principle which declared that the Fats guo, and the actual pol- 
ſeſſion, ſhould not be altered; that France had cautiouſly ſtipu- 
lated for the poſſeſſion of the forts of Kehl and Caſſel, until the 
concluſion of peace; and therefore that the Germanic Empire 
could not renounce the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein as a forte!s 
upon the principle of perfe& reciprocity ; that, beſides, he did 
not argue for new ſtipulatians, but only propoſed to carry 10! 
complete execution the convention concluded between the reſpec- 
tive generals at the armiſtice ; and that the effect of ſuch convet- 
tion was, that there ſhould be no obſtacle to the reſtoration of E. 
renbreitſtein ; that the French government would aQ contra!) 1 
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e principles of, juſtice and equity, if they oppoſed the reſtora- 
an of that place at the certain proſpect of conciliation, and at a 
ne when the negotiations were near a concluſion. The miniſ- 
Bonnier replied, that the ſtate of things was exactly what the 


of unt de Metternich required, inaſmuch as the republic was in 
hich ſefſion of the forts of Kehl and Caſſel, and Germany of Ehren- 
r ad. Neitſtein; therefore, that they were upon an equal footing. To 
po. Nis ſtrange obſervation it was replied, that certainly ſuch was the 
, the ae of things at the time; but was it to be ſuppoſed that a place, 
(hed er having been vigorouſly maintained from the commencement 
| the e war, would neceſſarily ſurrender at the end of it, eſpe- 
ſcuſ- Maly when the means of repairing it were conſidered? that the 
rther Wropoſition they had made was inapplicable to the preſent time, 
troy ot was referable to a future period; and that it was important to 
Em- 


e effect to a principle, the juſtice, equity, and perfe — 
ity of which had been demonſtrated by evidence. Citizen Bon- 


lepu- er added, that the Empire ſhould make peace, and then the 
1 this aus agreed upon would be fully executed; that the French go- 
ot to ernment would furniſh proofs of its good intentions, and of the 
pro» W'1alty of its conduct; that orders were given for the retrograde 
it de ch of the French troops on the right bank of the Rhine; that 
» had i'cry ſtep would be taken to reſtore comfort to the country; and 
lt of Wat all depended on the reſtoration of peace. He concludes by 
they ing, that the republic had made great ſacrifices to attain this 


dect, but that it was neceſſary to maintain its dignity and politi- 
al conſequence, principles from which it never departed. 
The Count. de Metternich replied, that the ſame principle was 


ſo to mon to all governments; and he could not avoid frankly ob- 
nf ning, that it was particularly m= the. faith of treaties and 
* WFo"ventions that the political conſequence of a government de- 
Met- ended; and it was upon this conſideration he claimed the reſto- 
ation ion of Ehrenbreitſtein. | 
the BY The miniſter Bonnier then warmly inſiſted upon all he had ad- 
The i nced, giving reiterated aſſurances of the pacific intentions of 
nan- e French government, and expreſſing his wiſhes that the firſt 
1 the ſwer of the deputation ſhould tend to the definitive attainment 
pol peace, without entering into diſcuſſions of too extenſive a na- 
tipu- re, the French government being already fatigued, and not 
e eng to make new conceſſions. He further deſired that the 
npire 'od ſhould be ſtated when an anſwer might be expected. 
rrels Citizens Jean Debry and Roberjot from time to time took part 
e d this converſation, but merely to ſupport the aſſertions and an- 
into “ers of their colleague Bonnier. Count Metternich put an end 
ſpec- M de converſation, by ſaying that he flattered himſelf he ſhould 
* dove it in his power to tranſmit them the reſult of 


„ of the Fmnire, in which, 


doubtleſs, 
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d to betrayeven the appearance of a menace of introducing Frent 
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doubtleſs, the objects relative to Etveabreitfiein would be fol 
detailed. ? 


Raſtadt, Oct. 14, 1798. 


Subflance of the Vote of Auſtria in the Sitting of the Deputatin 
. . the Empire of the 11th October. TY 


- ASINCERE love of peace makes it impoſſible to forbear 
marking that it was much to be wiſhed that, in a diplomatic u 
official act that ought to accelerate peace, and tend, in all pie 

bility, towards its concluſion, there ſhould nothing have appean 


principles; an attempt which is contrary, to particular decla 
tions that have hitherto been made, and in which was manifeſts 
a determination to ſteer clear of any ſuch deſign. 
- This very threat already ſtamps a character on the thing itſe 
and it ought to excite the attention of every ſtate, and conk 


wently compel them to adopt correſponding meaſures. TI * 
French conſtitution itſelf ordains reſpect to the forms of ge flo 
ment that differ from its own ; and menaces ſerve only to pr ine 


gate eternal ſeeds of diſtruſt, The happineſs of the people iff B. 
and under every government, is the firſt law; and in 2 fl 
where they maintain their authority, where juſtice admits no dl 
tinction of ranks, of dignities, or of fortune, the people m me 
enjoy a durable welfare and a genuine liberty, which can leave tna. 
other deſire ungratified. | F 
There is alſo too much confidence repofed in the French npi 
vernment, to permit the poſſibility of imagining that it ſhould en 
tertain the deſign of giving further diſturbance on that ſcore 
the tranquillity of Germany, or of retarding the coming and nei creecc 
approaching hope of peace. | 
' Such a threat would alſo inſinuate that advantage . might . P. 
taken and acted on, of the declaration of nations who find them 
ſelves placed under a mild govertiment, who labour under no n ich 
lence, or who may themſelyes be forced to accept a form of g 
rernment, though the voice of the people exiſts in every ſtate 
and though it be properly what is called the will of the public Wo the 


* * 


Subſtance of the Concluſum of the Deputation of the Empir 
105th of Offlober, 

THE deputation of the Empire reſolve, that the following 
freer ſhall be returned, in conjunctinn with the Imperial miniit 
| A to the note of the French legation of the . bogs 

. | 1 e R 


- 


„ 


The renunciation of the territories of Kehl and Caſſel, which 
French plenipotentiaries have pledged in their note of the 34 
October, the deputation of the Empire conſider as the moſt 
reeable proof that the French government ſeriouſly intends to 
et the deſire ſo often manifeſted by the deputation, of a ſpeedy 
ncluſion of peace, They therefore loſe not a moment in ac- 
ning with pleaſure this renunciation, ſo long wiſhed, of all 
ified places and points of contact on the right bank of the 
ine, and they haſten to communicate to the French plenipoten- 
ries in a detailed note, obſervations on every point in their 


om the propoſed determinations, yet the new explanations with 
hich this agreement is ſupported, will be taken into proper con- 
eration by the French miniſters, in order to facilitate the great 
ect of abſolute conciliation. 2 | 
1. With regard to the barrier of the Rhine, it has always been 
(derſtood that the Thalweg would every where form the boun- 
ries of the two ſtates, and that by the Thalweg was to be un- 
ſtood the middle of the principal and navigable courſe of the 
thine, At the ſame time, as by this diviſion the Pruſſian iſland 
{ Buderich, ſituated near Weſel, on the Lower Rhine, would 
long to France, the court of Pruſſia has ſeveral times formally 
lliſted on retaining poſſeſſion of this iſland, which contributes 
d the ſafety of the city and fortreſs of Weſel, the deputation en- 
rain hopes that the French government will accede to the de- 
re of Pruſſia, which coincides ſo cloſely with the intereſt of the 
mpire, and that it will allow this iflagd to remain attached to 
German part, 
With regard to the iſlands in the Rhine,, it has already been 
reed in notes exchanged, that the iſlands on the right fide of the 
halweg ſhould belong to the Empire; thoſe on the left fide to 
he French republic. Subſequently likewiſe, the particular de- 
ad made in the French note of the 19th July, that the changes 
„ cc might take place in the Thalweg ſhould occaſion no change 
be rights of ſovereignty over the iſlands, has alſo been ac- 
led to, It has been agreed that they ſhall continue accordin 
o their preſent diviſion of French and German, even although, 
iey ſhould happen to be thrown upon the other ſide of the Thal- 
Feg. The miniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic, in 
*claring in their laſt note that the French republic would never 
de any poſſeſſion to the Empire, or any of its members, on the 
eſt ſide of the Thalweg, probably did not intend 10 recur to 
Nat had previouſly been decided; and the import of this decla- 
Ron doubtleſs alludes only to the courſe of the Rhine from Hu- 
Pilguen io the grand bailiwick palatine of Guermerſheim, where 
e Rhine had previouſly formed the. boundary between Germany 
u France, and where the reciprocal reſerve has been mou of 
es : trance 


ne, in the firm hope, that although they differ in ſome reſpects 
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France retaining the iſlands on the right of the Thalweg, which 
preſent belong to her. But as the actual ceſſion of the left py 
of the Thalweg to the French republic properly begins near il 
grand bailiwick of Guermerſheim, as the firſt point of the cc 
quered country on the left bank of the Rhine, and not at the poi 
where Germany was previouſly contiguous to France, the Freue 


188 will ſurely make no difficulty in leaving things in t 1] 

ate in which they ſtand at preſent by the'treaties and convention, 
relative to this part of the Rhine and its iſlands, and partieula "4 
to maintain the communes on the right ſide which poſſeſſed any - 

theſe iſles on the left fide, in the full enjoyment of them, witholliil; 
interrupting their taking ſuch' wood as might be neceſſary to f . 
port the bak. eg — oy 
Concerning the free navigation of the'Rhine, the deputati — 
had already more than once manifeſted their conſent, by agree * 
that it ſhould be free to both nations. This conſent was at * 
ſame time accompanied with a wiſh that an arrangement ſhou of 1 
be made jointly with Holland, to ſecure the navigation of bret 
Rhine to its mouth; but the French miniſters plenipotenti A 
have lately declared, that they could not at preſent accede to th | 
deſire of the deputation. ' As ſuch an arrangement with Hol, > 
would be of great importance to the Empire in a commercial. 

view, the ſuppreſſion of the tolls impoſed by the Batavian republgily 
may be productive alfo of ſome advantage, at leaſt till the Ge */ 
manic Empire, in the interval of the time fixed for the ſuppreliogiy.. ; 
of the tolls on the Rhine, ſhall have agreed with the Batavian is MI 
ublic upon ſome plan for a-ſimilar ſuppreſſion of the tolls on tne... 
hine. | 
On the ſubjeR of the road uſed in towing veſſels, the deputatinil, -: 


may conſent to the „ N of this addition propoſed, accordin 
to what neceffity and the caſe may require, eſpecially as the 
ufed for this purpoſe is at preſent as wide as it uſed to be. 
The conſent given on the ſubject of the tranſportation of mate 
rials from the left bank to the right, cannot apply to the keepig 
up of the road for towing, but to the ſupport of the bank; and 
4s hoped that'the internal arrangements of the republic will nt 
he theſe materials from being obtained for ſo uſeſul aud 
ic a purpoſe, _ | s 
" It is agreed that the ſuppreſſion of the tolls of paſſage of 
 Rhine'ſhall be ſtipulated in the treaty of peace. It is only* 
fired, that inſtead of ſix months, a period too ſhort for any 
eſtabliſhment, there ſhould be fixed, at leaſt for the accomplil 
ment of this ſuppreſſion, the term of a year after-the exchange 
the ratification of a treaty of peace. 4 ö 
2. The French miniſters plenipotentiary have, for dhe in 
time, demanded in their note that the toll of Elsfleth, on! 
Weſer, ſhall be ſuppreſſed in favour of the French republic. Fe 


es 


his toll belongs to the Counts, now Dukes of Oldenburgh, con- 
firmed to them by the 10th article of the treaty of Munſter, is ſitu- 
ued in a part of Germany not occupled ; and as the deputation of 
the Empire — nothing on this point, it is left to the French 
republic to ma an arrangement with the houſe of Holſtein Ol- 
denburgh. | | 

| The F rench miniſters plenipotentiary have at the ſame time in- 
ena terpoſed to preſeve the conſtitutional exiſtence of the Imperial 
cur cities of Hamburgh, Bremen, and Frankfort. The preſervation 
of theſe cities, and all other Imperial citles, is of the greateſt con- 
ſequence to the Empire in the way of its commerce. All the 
free Imperial cities, which form the third body of the Germanic 
union, are, in virtue of the conſtitutional connexion, under the 


he deputation of the Empire conſiders it as one of their firſt du- 
ties, as much as lies in their power, to watch over the preſervation 


prehend, in the expreſſion of the wiſhes of the French miniſters, 
all the ſtates of the Empire and thoſe ng 07 on it. 

za. On the ſubje& of commercial bridges it is agreed, that 
thoſe which have hitherto exilted on the Rhine, ſhall continue to 
te re-eſtabliſhed and ſupported at the charge of thoſe at whoſe 


bridges which from this moment only ſhall become common, ſuch 
u thoſe between Mentz and Caſſel, each bank ſhall be obliged to 
maintain that which is ſituated on their ſide of the Thalweg of the 
Mine. With regard to the commercial bridges, which in future 
may be conſtrued according to an arrangement mutually to be 
made between the oppoſite banks, it is impoſſible generally be- 
brehand to give the conſent of the Empire neceſſary for this ob- 
a, which muſt ever be regulated by advantage and neceſſity, 
4h. The propoſition of the French miniſters, that the depend- 
encies of eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments ſituated on the left ba 
ſtall belong to the Empire, is Wa, to; and this diſpoſition is 


doſpitals, charitable eſtabliſhments, univerſities, and ſchools, under 
elervation of the particular arrangements and treaties exiſting, or 
wich may be made on this. ſubjet. The deputation are con- 
maced, that by theſe means the difficulties with which every other 


ume, however, in order to adhere to the principle which has been 
opted in its utmoſt extent, the moveables of all theſe corpora- 
ons ſhall belong to the banks of the Rhine on which they are at 
reſent placed; and the active hoſpitals, which are at preſent de- 
fendencies of them, ſhall belong to the bank to the uſe of which 
2 applied, and where the creditor has at preſent his fixed 
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3 of the laws with regard to their ancient conſtitutions. 


of the ſtates of the Empire and the Germanic body; and to com- 


expenſe they have always been upheld. ith regard to thoſe 


nk, 


underſtood to extend to all pious foundations, and particularly io 


mode would be attended will be entirely removed. At the ſame + 
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cannot gratuitouſly appropriate theſe effects, and that all the pro- 


transferred to the French republic, their funds and capitals ſhall 


| however, it is neceſſary that the French government ſhould come 


pire will not refoſe its CT The Tg ken 
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With regard to the demand, that the ſtate of the Empire in the 


countries where theſe dependencies exiſt, ſhall have a prefetenee in 
the acquilition of them, the deputation will make no remark on f 
the ſubject. It is evident, however, that a ſtate of the Empire WW... 


rty, revenue, or capital of eccleſiaſtical or lay foundations on the 
eft bank (which, according to the conſtitution of the country,.or 
becauſe they have been deſtined to the general advantage, cannot 
be tranſported to the right bank), ſhall be applied to other neceſ- 
ſary purpoſes, and particularly to form a juſt indemnification for 
the pious eſtabliſhments on the right, which proportionably would 
Ioſe too much of theſe revenues on the left bank, as well as to 
particular eompenſations, and ſhall for this purpoſe be conſolidated 
into a maſs. Only it would be juſt and reaſonable to make an 
exception with regard to eſtabliſhments in favour of widows and 
orphans ; and the French government of itſelf has teſolved to take 
away nothing from thoſe inſtitutions, but to ſecure them theit re- 
venues and other property, and accordingly to decree, that eſtabliſh- 
ments of this kind, which exiſt in the countries ceded, ſhall be 
kept up in favpur of thoſe who derive benefit ſrom them ; that 
with regard to thoſe which are in the countries which ſhall not be 


be divided among the tharers in proportion to, their number. 

They conſider it one of their moſt ſacred duties-to exert every 
endeavour in favour of ſa many Germans, to whom in geue- 
ral nothing can be objedted but their ſtedfaſt adherence to their 
former government and ſovereigns. This can the leſs be objeed 
to Germany as a crime, ſince they feel the value of that govert- 
ment too well, to be eafily captivated by new political inſtitutions 
The depuration, therefore, flatter themſelves, that the principle 
of general, inapplicability af the laws relative to emigration will 
be recogniſed by the French as far as Germany may be concerned. 

8th. It is required that the French republic ſhall entirely with- 
draw all her troops from the right bank of the Rhine, reſſore the 
conſtitutions, and perform without delay the convention teſpectiaꝶ 
the revictualling of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtcin. 

gth. The deputation are ready, in the further concluſion of peace, 
to renounce all rights and claims which the Empire may fot on 
the territories which may then be ceded to France, and! ewiſe to 
extend this renunciation. to Savoy and the late Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, which, by the treaty with the King of Sardinia and ol 
Campo Formio, are to be given up to France. With regard ts 
the Frickthal, they muſt refer them{:lves to their former explata* 
tion of the roth of Auguſt. Previous to any thing of this 


to ſome arrangement with the houſe of Auſtria, to which the * 
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likewiſe to give up their titles and pretenſions to thoſe Italian ter- 
tories which, by the treaty of Campo Formio, belong to the Ciſ- 
alpine republic. ES 

To the 10th article it is replied, that it had already been agreed 
that the fortreſſes of Kehl and Caſſel ſhould be diſmantled, and the 
d-putation would give likewiſe the further aſſurance, that on the 
ſcite of theſe places, and within the diſtance of 3000 toiſes from 
the right bank of the Rhiae,. no fortification ſhall be erected. 
dereral details of compenſation which this article will occaſion, 
to be ſettled on the final concluſion of peace. The deputation 
onclude with the aſſurance that they will exert every endeavour 
0 attain a ſpeedy and honourable peace, and that they will give 
ho well-grounded cauſe for the rupture of the negotiation. * 


harte of the Imperial Commiſſion to the Deputation of the Empire, 
October 1 7. 


THE Imperial commiſſion, aſſeſſors to the deputation of the 
mpire, approve the concluſum of the 1 5th, adopted by the depu- 
non of the Empire in anſwer to the French note of the 3d. — 
he commitſion ſee with real pleaſure that, among other things, it 
mtains the new demand made reſpecting the revictualling of 
he fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein, agreeably to exiſting conventions ; 
id in conformity with the concluſum, they this day tranſmitted 
e counter note, a copy of which is annexed, to the French mi- 
liſters plenipotentiary. | | 
The commiſſion likewiſe communicate ſome obſervations which 
intimately concern the poſition of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein, 
at they cannot fail to produce an immediate effect on the exten- 
on which it may be neceſſary to give to the ſaid concluſum on 
Mis point. : 
Aſtoniſhed at the abſolute ſilence which the mihiſters ann *, 
ary of the French republic have obſerved in their two laſt 
nes on the ſubje& of the demands made with regard to the re- 
abliſhment of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein agreeably to exiſt= * 
3 conventions ; convinced of the neceſſity of obtaining an ex- 
ation of the reaſons of that ſilence ; the Imperial commiſſion 
dught themſelves bound to hold a conference with the French 
niſters on the ſubjeQon the 14th, and, if poſſible, to obtain com- 
ke ſatisfaction. 2 
In order that the deputation of the Empire may have a perfect 
Pwledge of the application addreſſed to the above miniſters on 
point, in order to ſecure it from every falſe interpretation, 
in order that the reply of the French plenipotentiaries ſhould 
tqually accurate, the application was made in the form of a 
al note, the copy of which is annexed, and to lay it down as 
bis of the converſation which took place. The 


372 


therto put on the conduct of the deputation of the Empire on the 


the ſtate of poſſeſſion ſhould not be interrupted 


Ra/ladt, Od. 17, 1 798. 
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The outline, the copy of which is likewiſe annexed, will ſhow 
the reſult of that converſation. 
The deputation of the Empire will then ſee what diſtinRion the 
French plenipotentiaries wiſhed to eſtabliſh between that act of 
the Imperial commiſſion on the one part, and the conſtruction his 


other part. This can only have ariſen from their ſeeing in the 
ſaid note irrefragable reaſons, and the preſſing demand for a poſ- 
tive anſwer, which probably they conceived that they had neve 
diſcovered in the notes hitherto given in. But the preſent ſtate ( 
the object, as well as of the negotiation in general, has at lengt 
rendered both neceſſary. | 
The more the deputation of the Empire conſider the connexia 
of things, the more they will recogniſe the neceſſity of preventing 
allegations and doubts to which they do not really with to give riſe 
which are foreign from the nature of their own deciſions, and whicl 
ought not therefore to have been formed, As from this moment 
it depends entirely on the deputation to -manifeſt how nearly | 
concerns the Empire and themſelves, that during the negotiation 
Fo a point ſing 
larly eſſential, by the continuation of acts contrary to treaties, and 
to the manifeſt prejudice of the Empire, the Imperial commiſſo 
particularly refer this important object to the mature deliberation 
and deciſion of the depuration. 74 
| F. G. C. CounT pe-METTERNICH 
W1NNEBOURG BEILSTEIN, 


Note ſent the 19th of Oflober by the Pruſſian Latiam 10 f 
Docputation of the Empire. 


THE anderſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of his Pf 
Majeſty have not been able to learn, n a lively jd * 
citude, that the Imperial miniſter plenipotentiary has been oblige , 
to interfere in the moſt energetic manner with the miniſters pled Ioth 
potentiary of the French republic, both by a verbal note 5 nini 

rivate conference, relative to the final raiſing of the blockade . , 
the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein; that, according to the ſummar)* — 
this diſcourſe, tranſmitted by the Imperial miniſter, the hope* A 


ſucceſs is not yet as ſecure as might be expected, from the 


until the end of the negotiations, this poſt ſo honouradly 9% 


of right and equity, ſo manifeſt and plain, that have been urgel * 
and that therefore the deputation of the Empire have deemes! h : 
their duty to reſume the conſideration of this ſubje& in the ut Np 
which they held this day. 28 a 
The underſigned are convinced that the deputation of the | — 
pire, penetrated with a ſenſe of the great importance of preſervin * 
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hined, will renew, conjointly with the Imperial miniſter plenipo- 
entiary, in the moſt energetic manner, the repreſentations already 
made in preceding notes, and particularly in the laſt, for the purpoſe 
of bringing, on this ſubject, the French miniſters to thoſe ſentiments . 
of juſtice which we have remarked with pleaſure in their decla- 
ntions upon different points, though not yet carried fully into 
efe&t ; the more ſo, as a refuſal on the preſent matter in diſpute 
could not have any real fair motive or object, as the demolition of 
the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein has been agreed upon and decreed 
for the future. But until the very moment when this great ſacri - 
ice ſhould be made to the re-eſtabliſhment of tranquillity, the pre- 
ſervation of this poſt is of the higheſt importance, particularly for 
ee ſafety of a part of Germany which is the object of the lively 
entingMſolicitude of his Imperial Majeſty. The underſigned conſider 
e riſe WMihemſelves, in conſequence, obliged to give the deputation of the 
which Empire to underſtand how much they wiſh to ſee their glorious 
omentMWMforts on this ſubject crowned with ſuch ſucceſs as may free them 
arly om all manner of anxiety. 
ation (Signed) Gorz, Jaconi, Donn, 
ſing Rafladt, 19th Oc. 
8, and 
milhot 
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Concluſum of the Deputation of the Empire, of the 23d October. 


THE deputation of the Empire on the 19th of this month ex- 
cn veſſed to the miniſter plenipotentiary of his Imperial Majeſty, 
that he had reſolved, in a particular note on the execution of the 
conventions relative to the reſtoration of Ehrenbreitſtein, once 
more to inſiſt on the demand which he had ſoenergetically renewed 
in his note of the 17th of this month, in caſe he had not an imme- 
date anſwer, or the anſwer was not acceptable. As the miniſters 
of the French republic had hitherto tranſmitted no counter-decla+ 
nion on the ſubject, the deputation of the Empire thought it its 
(uty to addreſs thoſe miniſters by a note in the following terms: 

The deputation of the Empire has already, by its notes of the 
lth of Auguſt and 11th and 23d of September, fequired of the 
niniſters plenipotentiary of the French republic the execution of 
de military convention relative to the reſtoration of Ehrenbreit- 
ſein, Nevertheleſs, in the notes which the miniſters plenipoten- 
lary have tranſmitted in anſwer, there is contained no overture 
on the ſubject, much leſs any ſatisfactory declaration. It is in 
conſequence compelled, by the importance and manifeſt urgency 
0 the object, to renew the demand made in this reſpect by the 
&utation of the Empire in the detailed note, embracing all the 
ddjects of the negotiation, which was tranſmitted on the 17th of this 
month, and written in a manner calculated to inform the French 
Miniſters Nr of the particular price which the deputa- 
"01 attached to the exact and prompt execution of the military 
convention I « When 
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breitſtein, it were to have been hoped that the French miniſte 


which it embraces does not permit them to attend to all of then. 


ceived a note from the deputation of the Empire, communicated 


we do not know how to ſhut our eyes againſt views obviouſly di- 
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«© When the formal terms of an agreement acknowledged by bo 
parties imperiouſly ſpeak in favour of this demand, and after th 
conſent given to the demolition of the fortifications of Ehret f 

| 
plenipotentiary would have acted accordingly, and taken the ne 
ceſſary meaſures, in order that the commander of the French 
troops on the right bank of the Rhine ſhould not have oppoſed t 
reſtoration of the fortreſs of Ehrenbreitſtein. But as to this mc 
ment nothing has confirmed this ſtipulated agreement, the depy 
tation of the Empire is forced, by the extreme urgency of the d 
ject, to requeſt the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French reput 
lic to ſatisfy the demand relative to the reſtoration of Ehrenbreit 
ſtein, contained in its note of the 17th of October; arid to make 
a prompt and ſatisfactory anſwer, even before the other points 
the ſaid note are anſwered, in caſe the multiplicity of the objec 


The deputation of the Empire truſt, after ſuch repeated appli- 
cations, that at length an anſwer will be given, which will have the 
effect of obviating that honourable uneaſineſs which the miniſter 
plenipotentiary has ſhown, and which the deputation of the En- 
Pire has Wy; * experienced for a place ſo important.” 

Raſiadt, OR. 23. | 


Notes from the Minifters Pleni potentiary of the French Republic fe 
the Deputation of the Empire. | 


FIRST NOTE. 
THE underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French 
republic for negotiating with the Germanic Empire, have te. 


to them the 19th of October by the miniſter plenipotentiary of 
the Emperor. | 

[t is difficult, after having read this aſtoniſhing anſwer to the 
note of the underſigned, dated the 80 of the ſame month, to mo- 
derate the expreſſion of the painful ſentiments which it has excited, 
From the various and wholly unfounded difficulties with which f 
is filled, to the obvious affectation of inceſſantly queſtioning what 
has already been reſolved upon ; from the ſtudied ambiguity on 
points even conſented to ; — that ſeries of interceſſions, little 
ſatisfactory, or wholly inadmiſſible, which occupy its entire pages; 


latory, or avoid entertaining ſerious doubts on the rea] intention 
of the deputation of the Empire. The French republic does n0t 
wiſh for war, but ſhe does not fear it. She wiſhes to conclude 3 

peace, Does the deputation only wiſh to be always ſpeaking o 
it? The generoſity of the French republic has exceeded all expect 


. 


ations ; further conceſſions on her part muſt not be looked: 1* 


. 


underſigned perſiſt in every thing contained in their note of 
ie 3d of October. They aſſure the miniſter plenipotentiary of 
| — Majeſty of their ſentiments of high — 


(Signed) BONNIER. . 
| 5 70 JSAN DeBry. 
Raftadt, OR. 28. 5 RoBERjoT. 


SECOND NOTE. - | 
THE underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of the French re- 
blic for the negotiation with the Germanic Empire, have re- 
ved the note tranſmitted to them the 23d October inſt. by the 
iniſter plenipotentiary of the Empire. Although the demand 
tained in this note, ſo far as it relates to the military, is not 
thin the competence of the underſigned, they do not heſitate to 
fer on that ſubject to what they have already declared touching 
| retreat of the troops, and to aſſure the deputation of the Em- 
te that, arguing favourably of the part it means to take, they are 
poſed on their ſide to embrace every object ſuſceptible of modi- 
ation or change : but they are forced to obferve that nothing 
uid more plainly prove the abſence of a wiſh for peace, or in- 
cate more ſenſibly further views, than that inquietude and conti- 
al ſolicitation on things, which peace alone can arrange com- 
rely, and to the reciprocal fatisfa&iion of the two powers. The 
niſters plenipotentiary of the French republic renew upon this 
alion to the miniſter plenipotentiary of his Majeſty the Em- 
or, the aſſurance of their moſt diſtinguiſhed conſideration. 
(Signed) Boxxies. 
Jean DEBRx. 
Riftadt, Nov. 6. | RoBERJOT. 
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rt preſented to the Houſe e? Commons on the qth May 1798, on 
. the Treatment of Priſoners of Mar. 
HE Committee to whom the Report was recommitted, which 
vas made from the Committee to whom the ſeveral papers 
ch were preſented to the Houſe upon the twenty-firſt day of 
ch lat, by Mr, Whitbread, from the Tranſport Board, and 
Mr. Stewart, from the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded - 
men, reſpecting the treatment of priſoners of war, were re- 
ed, and who were directed to examine the matters thereof, 
"report the ſame, with their opinion thereupon, to the Houſe ; 
R, purſuant to the order of the Houſe, made ſome alterations 
the ſaid Report, and ſome additions thereto, and have agreed 
m the following Report, viz. | | 
om the multiplicity of papers and evidence which it has been 
Fury to examine, your Committee have found it convenient, 
de ſake of perſpicuity, to arrange the ſubject under the fol- 
2 | lowing 


, ” * 
— 
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lowing heads: firſt, the treatment of the French priſoners of m 
confined in England—ſecondly, the treatment of Britiſh priſc 
of war confined in France—thirdly, the ſteps taken by the Briti 
government for the eſtabliſhment of a cartel of exchange; with 1 
proceedings in both countries reſpecting Sir Sidney Smith, and 
priſoners on parole. . | 
After examining ſuch of the papers and evidence as belong to! 
firſt head, it appears to your Committee that the Britiſh govern 
ment, actuated by the moſt liberal motives, from the momet 
that the chance of war had made the priſoners of the enemy 
object of public attention, was careful to provide ſuch places 
confinement as were moſt conſiſtent with the internal ſafety of thi 
country, and the general accommodation of the priſoners then 
ſelves; that in every inſtance the moſt humane regulations we 
framed for their treatment, both in the priſons and the hoſpitals 
that medical attendence of every kind was provided jn the mo 
ample manner; that every reaſonable cheek was introduced again 
fraud and impoſition; and that the priſoners themſelves were per 
mitted, without reſtraint, to appoint- inſpectors of their ow! 
with a view to the juſt delivery of the allotted rations ; that con 
plaints were far from being diſcouraged; and that the contra 
whenever liable to cenſure, were rigorouſly proceeded again 
and puniſhed : ard as the beſt proof that the priſoners had caui 
to be ſatisfied with their treatment in moſt inſtances, the fan 
contractors as were employed by our government, have | 
continued fince the ſuperintendance has been nee 
appointed by the Directory of France. 2 
It appears that, from the commencement of the war to! 
1ſt of January 1796, the care of the French priſoners was yelt 
in the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen. The pri 
cipal priſons in England were, Portcheſter and Forton, ne 
Portſmouth; Plymouth; Stapleton, near Briſtol; Norman Crol 
near Stilton, was not built till April 1797; Liverpool ; Roſk 
and Kerguillack, between Penryn and Falmouth ; beſides obe 
places of temporary confinement, and priſon-ſhips at differe 
ports. The regulations adopted were the ſame as in the two 
wars, both with reſpe& to priſoners in health, and the ſick. 1 
daily rations of proviſions tor priſoners of the former deſcriptic 
were, one quart of beer, one pound and half of bread, one th 
of an ounce of ſalt, three quarters of a pound of beef, except 
Saturdays, when four ounces of butter or ſix of cheeſe were 1 
ſtituted ; half a pint of peaſe four days a week, When gf 
were iſſued in lieu of peaſe, each man's allowance was one po 
of cabbage, ſtripped of the ſtalk, and fit for boiling. 
Theſe rations varied occaſionally, as circumſtances requ 
In May 1795, on account of a temporary ſcarcity of freth Ps 
it was withheld two days in the week, and ſalted proviſions 14 
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of ed, the quantity of that article was diminiſhed for à time, but 
lone deficiency was made up by additional pulſe or vegetables: 
_ pon any complaint of conſequence, 2 viſitation was made by a 
| 10 


and roſe, for the ſake of inquiring into it, and if well founded it was 
tantly redreſſed. | WO PER 

G 10 1088 As an additional check upon the agents and contractors, among 
oben rules which were hung up within the prifon, in the language 
the priſoners, was a ſcheme of the rations of proviſions, which 
em) Mere ſubject to the inſpection of a committee appointed by the 
aces riſoners, and ſeleQed from. themſelves. A conttactor at Fal- 
nouth, who had failed in his engagement, was ſentenced to be 
ppriſoned ſix months in the county gaol, and to. be fined 3000. 
1s Vo The agents and ſurgeons at all the different priſons were fur- 
pita med with inſtructions, from which they were in no inſtance to 
e no: cate, without applying to the Sick and Hurt Board. In addi- 


ago: to the prifon ſurgeons, others were ſelected by the Board from 


re pe nong the priſoners ; and tea, ſugar, fruit, and porter, wth. 
on een added to the diet for ſick Britiſh ſeamen in our hofpitals, 
* cn de ſame articles were added to the diet for ſick French pr rs. 
actor: the priſons each man was allowed a hammock, paillaſſe, bol- 
agar, and blanket or coverlet. The ſtraw of the paillaſſe and 
d cant er was changed as often ag occaſion required. The beddi 
i the hoſpitals was the ſame as in the hoſpital for Britiſh ſeamen. 
In December 1795, Mr. Charretié, a Frenchman, who had 
080 cded ſome years in this country, was appointed by the French 
porernment their agent for the care of French prifoners.” He 
ö OW: furniſhed by the Tranſport Board with the means of inquiring 
wee the ſtate of the priſons, was ſuffered to viſit them whenever 
thought fit, and was provided with liſts of the perfotis confined 
Col i them as often as he required it, r 
b | On the 2ſt of January 1796, the care of prifonets in health 
Roh transferred to the ranſport Board, the ſuperintendance'of 
e hoſpitals till remaining under the Sick and Hurt Board: The 
are regulations were obſerved, and the fame allowance of pro- 
WO ions adopted, as, had been formerly. Nothing particular ap- 
pears to have occurred relative to the priſoners during that year. 
In January 1797, orders were given to captains ſuperintending 
prilon-ſhips at Portſmouth and Plymouth, to viſit them often, 
"8 well as the priſons, to hear all complaints, and to report once 
week to the Admiralty. In March, the Board ſtated to Mr. 
darretie, that the French priſoners were in want of clothing 
Which it had been agreed was to be provided by France), but 


confiderable number with clothes, and requeſted him to urge 


ol, VII. 3 U | bavo 


lied in lieu; and in Auguſt 1795, on account of a ſcarcity of | 


ommiſſioner of the Board, to the fpot 'where the complaint 


Kd that the Board, from motives of humanity, had ſupplied 


\rernment to repay that expenſe, No anſwer ſeems to 


. . 
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have been returned to this application, nor does it appear that 
any clothing was provided by France. In June, Mr. Char 
viſited Portcheſter, where, on account of the mutiny which then 
prevailed in the Britiſh fleet, and a ſuſpicion that the mutineers 
meant to put arms into the hands of the priſoners, who betrayed 
a ſtrong diſpoſition to diſturbance and nifured&ion, it was thought 
neceſſary to enforce ſtricter diſcipline. It was found requilit 
for this end to prohibit the market which had been allowed to be 
held, for the purpoſe of putting it in the power of the priſonen, 
by diſpoſing of various articles which they manufactured, to ſup- 
ply themſelves with vegetables and other little comforts at their 
- own. expenſe. It muſt be obſerved, that they had their uſu 
allowance of proviſions ; but ſome complaints aroſe, from impo- 
ſitions in the price of bread and milk, which were clandeſtine 
brought into the priſon by the turnkeys, and ſold, Theſe com- 
plaints proved trivial and of no importance. 1 
He next went to Plymouth, where the only complaint he head 
was of the quality of ſome. of the proviſions; but this was 
art by. application to Captain Lane, the ſuperintendant d 
| priſonexs. | | 
„ Your Committee beg to abſerve, that Mr. Charretié ſtates a9 
general obſervation, that the proviſions furniſhed were inferior t 
the price paid by Government, and that at Falmouth, particularly 
they were eighty per cent. below the contract price; but he pre 
duces no proof or document whatever to confirm ſo extraordim 
an aſſertion, and differs ſo entirely from the othes evidence befo 
he Committee, as not to be entitled to any credit. 

At Falmouth, he ſtates the treatment of the priſoners to h 
been negligent, and the bread made with bad corn, mixed w 
ris conſequence of his complaint, Captain Lane was (et 
to inveſtigate the matter, and reported to the Board, that the cat 
tractor had ſometimes given bread of inferior quality, but t 
mixed with chaff:—that whenever a juſt complaint had be 
made, the articles were always returned upon the contra 
Hands, to his loſs. —Fn a caſe of greater importance he had dee 
proſecuted. As the agent or his clerk was always preſent at 
delivery of proviſions, and the ſame regulation of a committee 
inſpectors exiſted there as well as at other priſons, there is no f 

ſon to ſuppoſe that the abuſe often took place. Your Commit 
beg to obſerve, that the Falmouth priſons being thought to be in 
far from the ſuperintendance of the Tranſpoft Board, the P 
ſoners were removed from thence about the end of the year 1191 

Mr. Charretie then went to Stapleton priſon, near Brit 

Where he heard other complaints, which, upon inveſtigan 
proved to be but trifling quarrg]s, and were ſoon ſettled by 2 C 
Hie lent gown there, 5 


4 


( $s ) 
It is worthy of remark, that in the whole courſe of the Mar, 


ar du de complaints which have been made have proceeded from the 
larretle Bl French priſoners alone; neither the Dutch nor Spaniſh priſoners, 
ch then vdo were ſubject preciſely to the ſame regulations, having ever 
Pas ſhown the leaſt * at wy 2 of treatment. 1 | 

” About Au 1797, the Tranſport Board again propoſed to 
houghtWW zur. Charretie, * 2 nation ould AN- country 
:quiſteſſ nen, and afterwards requeſted that a ſum of money, which had 


been remitted from France, might be appropriated to ſupplying 
the French priſoners with clothes, of which they were much in 
need, The Board even offered to ſupply them at the contract 
ices, for his bills upon Hamburgh, or any neutral town. — 
Their offer was declined on account of ſome objections in the 
colour and quality of the articles, | | 

On the 4th of September a revolution in France took place, 
and ſince that period it ſeems to have been the object of the 
French government to irritate the minds of their countrymen 
zpainſt Great Britain, by miſrepreſentations of the treatment 
which the priſoners underwent in this country. A paragraph 
appeared in the Poftillon de Calais of October 16, giving a falſe 
account of the ſituation of the priſoners in Portcheſter Caſtle 2. 
this was contradicted by the agent at that place, as well as by a 
certificate from the Engliſh and French ſurgeons employed there; 
and Mr, Charretié himſelf, being called upon by the Tranſport 
Board to refute this calumny, acknowledged the falſehood and 
8 of the paragraph. 

r. Charretie, however, appears to have wiſhed to ſecond 
theſe views of the French government; for in November he wrote 
to the Commiſſion of Exchange at Paris, ſtating, that at Norman 
Croſs priſon, out of nine thouſand priſoners confined there, three 
thouſand were ſick for want of clothes, and other geceſſaries. 
This repreſentation produced a ſtrong effect in the. public mind in 
France againſt this country ; but upon the BririſlGoent inquiring 
Into the truth of the ſtatement, Mr. Charretik was induced to 
contradict his own aſſertion, -From the evidence of Captain 
George, Firſt Commiſſioner of the Tranſport Board, and the cer- 
tibcates of the ſurgeons at Norman Croſs, it appears that nd vr 
ſon at that place, was not capable of containing even fix thouſand 
priſoners ; that there were at that time about five thouſand two 
hundred; and that the ſick then amounted to one hundred and 
ninety-four, including twenty-four nurſes, and never had amount- 
ed 10 above two hundred and fixty. It muſt be obſerved, that 
Mr. Charretis had the means of knowing all this, and that, pre- 
vous to ſending this account to France, he did not apply to the 
Board on the fubject, though he was actually in London at the 
ume. He acknowledged that he was furniſhed with 'a liſt of 

| 3U's 7 8 r | perſons 
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this country lending themſelves to the views of the enemy. Tt 


mayor and magiſtrates of that town, and a report, in the highef 


- Priſoners in England were fed with dead cats and dogs; and that 
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ſons confined at each priſon, whenever he required jt, ſo that 
83 eaſily have aſcertained the falſehood of his aſſertion, 

Your Committee ſee, with much concern, the newſpapers d 


muſt recall the attention of the Houſe to the paragraph which aj 
peared in the Cpurier of January 20, relative to the treatment d 
the priſoners at Liverpool, which produced an inveſtigation by thi 


degree ſatisfactory to the feelings cf the perſons concerned, | 
was with the ſame object of irritating the French againſt this na 
tion, that the papers were ſtuck up in different towns of France 
as appears in evidence before your Committee, aſſerting that thi 


when a perſon at Nantes, who was lately returned from impri 
fonment in England, contradicted this account, he was ordered i 
hold his tongue, and not diſpute the aſſertion of his government, 

The Britiſh government, being aware of the miſrepreſentation 
and groundleſs calumnies concerning the treatment of French 

riſoners in England, which were induſtriouſly propagated it 
1 and having received the moſt afflicting accounts of th 
accumulated hardſhips and ſufferings of its own countrymen int 
French priſons; taking alſo into conſideration the circumſtances 
of Mr. Charretiẽ being allowed without reſtraint to viſit the prin» 
cipal dep6ts of priſoners in England, while Mr. Swinburne, { 
far from having acceſs to his own countrymen in France, vn 
aQually confined to one ſmall town; ſeeing no end alſo to the 
evaſive conduct of the French government in reſpect to the ei- 


lay, 


make to the French government a propoſal, well calculated, it 
the opinion of your Committee, for remedying all the abo 
evils; viz. That in future each nation ſhould take upon itſelf the 
care of clothigg, viualling, and providing medical attendane 
for the priſoners of its own country: this, it was added, would: 
prevent the poſſibility of any ſuſpicion of ill treatment on either im 
ſide, It was further ſignified, that if the French returned wie 
anſwer to this propoſal, and perſiſted in their mode of treatmem e 
of Sir Sidney Smith (as will be explained in the third head of tus den 
Report), his Majeſty would feel himſelf under the diſagreeabe Wn: 
neceſſity of reducing the allowance hitherto granted to all F renck b 

riſoners (which was equal to that of Britiſh ſoldiers) to the r 
Jimits ſtrialy neceſſary tor their ſubſiſtence ; even that, it ar 
ſtated, would be preferable to what too many of his fubjeds bad Creal 


wen 


in the priſons of France. 3 N a i, 

No anſwer was given to this humane propoſal: a ſecand applr all 
cation was therefore made to the French government; but 08 As 
being alſo attended with no, effect, on the 1ſt of Necember the Bn Cn 
rations of proviſions of the French priſoners were reduced. go. 


Gail 
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0 e allowance was one pound of bread, half a pound of beef, 
n. one quarter of a pound of peaſe, one third of an ounce of ſalt. 
en d ben greens were iſſued in lieu of peaſe, half a pound of cab- 
nge, fit for boiling, was allowed for each man, 

This ſeverity ſeems to have produced a good effect; for the 
French government were at laſt induced to accept the propoſal ; 
and Mr. Gallois, who came to England ſoon 1 aun as ſuc- 
ſor to Mr. Charretic, was accompanied by Mr. Nettement, 
o whoſe ſpecial care the ſuperintendance of the priſoners was 
ntruſted, the expenſe being defrayed by France. It appears 


nee om evidence, that the ſame ſub- agents are employed (except in 
at ene inſtance), and in general the ſame contractors who had been 
d enployed under the management of the Britiſh government. 


The daily allowance of proviſions at preſent is one quart of beer, 
twenty-ſix ounces of bread, eight-ounces of beef, two ounces of 


nent, Wcheeſe, or one ounce and one third of good falt butter, one third 
ation ef an ounce of ſalt, half a pint of peaſe, or half a pound of vege- 
tene ables: each priſoner is allowed monthly half a pound of white 
ed u bap, and three quarters of a pound of tobacco in the leaf. 


It is but juſtice to the Commiſſioners of the Tranſport Board to 
ay, that they have ſhown every diſpoſition to co-operate in alle- 
nating the condition of the priſoners, and that ſince this new ar- 
rngement has taken place, they have allowed Mr. Nettement 
the uſe of the bedding and clothes at the ſeveral priſons, and 


they have rendered him every aſſiſtance in the execution of his 
to begeht ce. F | 

e ern entering upon the ſecond head of their inquiry, namely, the 
17, toFreatment of Britiſh priſoners of war in France, your Commit- 
0, ure feel themſelves under difficulties which may render this part 
above heir Report leſs ſatisfatory than what they have before ſtated. 


theſe difficulties ariſe, firſt, from the obſtacfes which the 
French government has always interpofed to prevent the Britiſh 
went from viſiting the — and which of courſe have prevented 


either im from obtaining information on the ſubject of the treatment of 
d e pciſoners ſo accurately as might be wiſhed : ſecondly, from 
ment the reluctance which, from perſonal motives, ſome of the evi- 
f this Gence examined by your Committee have ſhown to have their 
cable WW names brought forward: and, thirdly, from the yery delicate 
renck WY ituation of thoſe aQually in captivity, from whom alone the moſt 
o the Wperict teſtimony could have been derived, and who, if they re- 
t ui aned unexchanged, muſt expect to have their ſufferings in- 
s had creaſed in conſequence of any complaints which they might pre- 


fer, or to have them relieved-upon terms incompatibte with their 
ſelings as Britiſh ſubjeQs. | 


t thi But even with theſe imperfe&t means of information, yorr 
r the committee are convinced, that ſufficient will appear to prove the 
The "our with which their countrymen have been treated, and the 
dai | uniform 
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two ounces of rotten ſalt beef or pork. (This allowance daß 
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oniform ſpirit by which the French government has been aQuate; 
contrary to the practice of the civilized nations of Europe in eue 
former war. If your Committee were to extend their inquirie 10 
fo far back as the time of Robeſpierre, they could bring forwan - 
evidence of atrocities of a moſt ſhocking nature, ſuch as the poi « 
ſoning of the water of priſon wells, by which many lives v 
facrificed, and other ſimilar enormities; but as the tranſaQion 
of that period are but too well known, it will be ſufficient u 
relate what appears to have been the conduct of the French ti 
wards their priſoners ſince their government has taken a mon 
regular form. In November 1796, Mr. Swinburne was appoint 
ed agent at Paris for the relief of priſoners :—he i nified to th 
French government, that his inſtructions were to viſit all the pri 
ſons, and adminiſter relief to ſuch priſoners as were in need; and 
although he added, that this indulgence was allowed in the 
fulleſt extent to the French agent in England, yet this applicatic 
ſeems to have been totally diſregarded or evaded, fo as to preclude 
him from the means of obtaining any perfonal knowledge of the 
fituation and circumſtances. How far the language of conde 
ſcenſion which Mr. Swinburne uſed in theſe circumſtanc 
might contribute to increaſe the haughtineſs of the French gc 
vernment, your Committee do not preſume to determine; bu 
they feel it a matter of deep regret, that a conduct was not hel 
during that period, of which the enemy could have taken le 
advantage. The firſt paper relative to the treatment of priſone 
before the Committee, is a letter from a merchant at Dunkirk i 
Mr. Swinburne, giving a melancholy account. of the perſon 
impriſoned at Air; he ſtates, that forty ſick were pent up in 
ſmall room with the priſoners in health, without permiſſion # 
enjoy the benefit of the freſh air, and that numbers died dail 
from the filth- and ſtench. From ſubſequent papers and doc 
ments it *appears that the treatment of Britiſh priſoners in ma 
of the priſons was bad. At Dunkirk few blankets could be ol 
tained for them, and at Amiens none at all.—At the latter pl 
the Britiſh agent found it neceſſary to order bedſteads of roug 
planks, raiſed from the ground, to protect the priſoners from 
damp, and the expenſe of which was defrayed by the Briik 
government. At Pontanezan priſon, near Breſt, ſixty maſters 
merchant-ſhips and paſſengers were confined with about ni 
hundred ſeamen; they were not allowed to go into the open Jan 


and their confinement was aggravated by the brutal behaviour "8 wr 
the commiſſary, and by a want of proviſions and neceſſaties. beiter 

A declaration, ſigned by three reſpectable perſons, = © 
four months, in the beginning of 1797, in Pontanezan filo e 
ſtates the daily allowance from 1oth January to have been Men prene 
ounces of biſcuit, of a bad quality, full of vermin and mould) Irelan 
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have been two pounds and a half, but a meſs for ſeven perſons 
ee been known to be only fifteen ounces, and of that nearly half 
done. Their peaſe-ſoup conſiſted of hot water with a few horſe- 
rw e. From February 20th, in lieu of ſixteen ounces of biſcuit, 
© PW bout four ounces of rice were delivered out, together with ten 
wer unces of black bread ; and during that time many were ill and 
ſome died, which was attributed to the copper veſſels, in which 
ent Me rice was boiled, not having been properly cleaned. From 
ch U rebrua iſt, in lieu of ſalt meat freſh meat was allowed, which 

"I nothing but carrion,—The ſoup was made with the meat 
Pon fore it was given out. No vegetables of any deſcription were 

"cred out to the priſoners, and during the above period of four 
e fg nonths, at leaſt two hundred perſons died, chiefly of the ſcurvy, 
riſing from the badneſs of the proviſions. From nine hundred 
va thouſand were confined in a room thirty feet wide, and from 
three to four hundred feet long; one hundred daily were allowed 
v go into the open air. Accounts of ſimilar treatment have been 
repeatedly received, | | be 

Remonſtrances were made to the Commiſſion of Exchange on 
he ſcanty allowance of proviſions; and the agent was anſwered, 

t © If the ſituation of the finances of the republic did not admit 
of the priſoners receiving the Whole of what the law allowed 
them, it was not leſs true that they experienced in that reſpect 
the benefits of the folicitude of government.“ 

This evaſive language affords — ground to ſuſpect that the 
iſtreſſed ſituation of the Britiſh priſoners was not without an 
object on the part of the French government; and this ſuſpicion 
b confirmed by its appearing, from evidence delivered in to your © 
Committee, that every effort was made to induce the Britiſh ſea- 
men to go on board the French fleet, particularly at the time of 
the expedition againſt Ireland. The proviſions allowed were 
purpoſely bad and ſcanty, the confinement rigorous; and during 
dis ſtate of ſuffering, the paſſions of the men were inflamed, by 
leing told that their own country had given them all up for the 
kke of one man (Sir Sidney Smith), and that till Le ſhould be 
lderated, the Britiſh government would not conſent to an ex- 
thange of priſoners. All efforts were uſed to inveigle them; they 
were frequently threatened to be ſtarved, and at other times 
lkquor was given to them, and advantage was taken of them when 
in a ſtate of intoxication. | 
| When the combined force of all theſe various temptations and 
neitements is fairly conſidered, it cannot be matter of wonder, 
tat the conſtancy and courage even of Britiſh ſeamen ſhould 
me ſometimes yielded. Many were induced to enter into the 
French ſervice, under the hope and promiſe of being landed in 
land; and ſeveral applied to their own officers (priſoners with 
item) for leave to enter, but were refuſed, Three or four _ 


| (320) 


dted were debauched into the ſcheme, under the expeQation « 
being ſent home for exchange. (LAN e 

It might perhaps be imagined, that this arbitrary and unprin 
cipled meaſure had ariſen from the neceſſity of the moment, and 
the want of ſeamen in the French navy, had it not appeared that 
it is a part of the ſyſtem of France to force ſubjeRs to ſerve 
againſt their own countries. And here your Committee cannot 
forbear referring to the inſtructions given by General Hoche tc 
Colonel Tate, previous to his landing on the coaſt of Wales, in 
the beginning of 1797 (and which were found on his perſon), as 
tending to explain the conduct of the French towards their pri- 
ſoners. Colonel Tate was ordered to encourage all deſerters and 
prifoners to enter into the new companies (which were to be com- he v 
manded by French officers) ; . ſhould ſuch [priſoners 'refuſe, he rem« 
will ſhave their heads and eye-brows, and if they are taken 
again in arms, they are to be ſhot,” . | | 

The ſyſtem of ill treating and of oppreſſing priſoners was not 
confined excluſively to the Engliſh who were in the. priſons of 
Pontanezan, Nantes, and elſewheÞ, but was extended to the officers 
who were on parole in the interior parts of the country, On 
their march from the ſea-ports, they were not only obliged to pay I 
their own expenfes, but were alſo under the neceſſity of defraying ill al 
the expenfes of the guards who had the care of them. and 

In October the French ſtopped the allowance of clothing to the WM tivit 
Britiſh priſoners, and about that time Captain Cotes ſucceeded Mr. WW 2nd 
Swinburne at Paris, with orders to viſit all the depots of priſoners ll ance 
in France. An arrete of the Directory declared that he ſhould de Galt 
allowed, in the diſcharge of his duties, all the accommodations and Bl [ira 
facilities which the French commiſſary ſhould receive in London; nun 
notwithſtanding this, when he applied for a paſſport to go to Por- 1 
tanezan, he was informed that it would be-vertedly unneceſſary, the 
as the priſoners had orders to remove to the depots provided for Bi that 
them by the new arrangement: theſe. he underſtood were to be bert 
near Paris, though he could get no ſatisfaQury anſwer to his queſ- 1 
tion on that ſubject: in the mean time the priſoners were labou!- Wl thin 
ing under heavy difficulties. It appears that they were at the Bi the 
mercy of the French agents, and, among other hardſhips, wee the 
their proviſions were delivered out to them, the liver, lights, aud Wl oril 
and part of the horn, and even the offals of bullocks, were 1 
cluded in their allowance, | rs Ot 

On the 1ſt February 1798, the new agreement took place, by aril 
which each government was to maintain its. own countrymen. Vid; 
ſcheme of victualling was ſent by the Tranſport Board to Capt. 
Cotes, by which the daily allowance to each perſon. was one qua 
of beer, one pound and a half of bread, three quarters of a pound 
of beef (except on Saturday, when four ounces of buttet, 0 fx 
of cheeſe, were given in lieu), one-third of an ounce of ſalt 2 


* 


( 


imes a week, half a pint of peaſe, or one pound of greens, pom 
rared for boiling ; each priſoner was allowed two, ounces of ſoap 
per week. If good beer was not to be had, a quart of found cider 

ora pint of wine was given in lieu. The meat was to be deli-, 
jered to the priſoners in clean quarters, hind and fore alternately. 
Beſides this allowance, the former one in money was continued. 

All Britiſh officers in the ſea or land ſervice, on parole, or in pri- 
ſon, were to be paid eighteen pence per diem in lieu of ration of 

proviſions ; and all other ranks entitled to parole,, nine pence per. 
diem, if they ſhould prefer ſuch allowance to the rations. 

Captain Cotes, after much delay, learnt that the priſoners were 
to be confined at Amiens, Fontainbleau, Beauvais, and Melun, but 
he was poſitively refuſed Wart a to viſit them till they were 
removed to thoſe depots ; he was alſo refuſed information of the 
probable time of their arrival, before which he was not to enter 
vpon his functions, It was pronfiſed, on the õth January, that 
s not WY the removal ſhould take place ſoqu, but on the gth February no. 
ns of eps had been taken to that effect, nor was it till the 5th or 6th, 
been of March that the priſaners leſt | B12" enck priſon on their way 

On to Mclun, 1 | 7 
> pay It appears, from the moſt authentic documents, that they were 
rying ill able to undertake a march on foot of near five hundred miles, 

and that their ill treatment, during the latter period of their cap- 
o the BY tivity, has equalled what they at firſt ſuffered. Officers of rank 
"Mr. BY and common ſoldiers were all confined together; their daily allow- 
oners Wi ance about two ounces. of pork, and ſometimes that quantity of 
Id de ſalt fiſh of a bad quality, and their bread was full of bran and 
s, ſtraw ; and from the ſcarcity of food, and the want of medicines, 
don; Bl numbers died daily,  _ r a 
Ton- The ſick and dying were frequently robbed of their clothes by 
lary, i the attendants of the hoſpital ; and it is hardly neceſſary to add, 
| for Bi that whenever priſoners were landed, they were immediately plun- 
o be cered of their money, clothes, and valuables. | - KS To 
quel- Theſe details are ſhocking to humanity ; but your Committce 
ur- think it their duty to lay them before the Houſe, as coming within. 
t the WW the limits of their inquiry ; truſting that the care'and attention of 
des BH the Britiſh agent has by this time alleviated the ſufferings of the 
a5, Wl priſoners. As; | 57 a 
b l Your Committee cannot conclude this part of the ſubjeR, with- 

out expreſſing their-opinion of the great and important advantage 
' dy riſing to both countries, from the newly-adopted ſyſtem of pro- 
Aung for the priſoners of each at the expenſe of their own go- 
arr. *<roments, It appears io be a meaſure in the higheſt degree 
ua By <lculated' to obviate all miſrepreſentation, complaints, and re- 
and criminations, and to preyent any increaſe of animoſity, between 
oh one, whoſe minds are ſufficieutly inflamed againſt each 
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The third and laſt head of this inquiry, viz. the ſteps taken by 
the Britiſh government for the eſtabliſhment of a cartel of ex. 
change; with the proceedings in both countries reſpecting Sir 
Sidney Smith, and of priſoners on parole ;—contains much matter 
which is nearly connected with the two former. Your Committee 
however have endeavoured, for the ſake of clearneſs, to keep it az 
a ſeparate part of their inquiry, thoiigh they will be obliged, in 
ſome inſtances, to refer to what they have before ſtated ; they 
with to give a conciſe account of facts, without turning the atten- 
tion of the Houſe too much to the variable and fluQuating ſenti. 
ments of the government of France, which have interpoſed diff. 
cuhies in the way of a mutual exchange of priſoners. 

In May 17935 when the Conlliiſfoners for ſick and wounded 
Seamen had the care of priſoners, all officers of the uſual rank, 
both in the French and merchants' ſervice, were admitted to parole 
upon the ſame allowance as during the laſt war, viz. one ſhilling 
per diem to commiſſioned officers, and ſixpence to inferior officers: 
this was doubled when they were ſick. In May 17945 it Was IN» 
creaſed to eighteen pence and nine pense. 

In 1194, after the ſucceſs of the Britiſh forces in the Welt 
Indies, ſeveral hired tranſports, chartered by the Navy Board, 
were ordered by Admiral Sir John Jervis, as cartels to convey 
French priſoners of war to St. Maloes in Fratice, where, upon 
their arrival, they were ſeized by the French, and the crews made 
priſoners of war. "> | 

Notwithſtanding the little encouragement which this violent pro- 
ceeding held out for promoting a cartel, in March 1795 Sir Frede- 
rick Eden was ſent to France to propoſe an exchange of priſoners, 
upon the known and cuſtomary principle, which had been adopted 
between the two countries in 1780, viz. man for man, and rank 
for rank, or for an equivalent in men or money. The propoſal 
was referred to the Commiſſioners of Public Safety, and rejected, 
on the ground of the advantage which a reſtoration of priſoners 
would give to Great Britain, which was (as they ſaid) evidently 
in want of ſoldiers and ſailors, while France, which carried on the 
war with the mafs of the people, had more forces than were ne- 
ceſſary to complete the conqueſt of all her enemies. 

Nothing particular appears to have occurred on this ſubject till 
January 1796, when the Tranſpart Board undertook the manage. 
ment of cartels. Complaints were made by the maſters of cartel 
ſhips, of thelr boats being taken away from them by the French 
guardſhips, and of the ſhips being ſent back immediately, 7 — 
without regard to wind or weather. Soon afterwards, Mr. Char- 
retiè entered upon his functions as before mentioned, and 25. 
nounced himſelf by a propoſal to the Britiſh government, that 
priſoners of both nations ſhould return to their reſpective countns 
and that the regulation of the exchange ſhould be deferred 1 

= . 
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ex- vurn of peace, This prepoſterous and unprecedented propoſal 
vic vas of courſe decidedly refuſed, as a balance of more than five 
iter WW thouſand men was due to Great Britain upon the exchanges which 
tec nd already _ you Mr. Charretis promiſed that the French 


it 33 WMevrernment ſhould keep the balance down as much as poſlible, 
„ in but (till adhered to the propoſition of a general and immediate re- 
they WW caſe (as before ſtated) without regard to numbers. 
ten- On the 18th of April 1796, Captain Sir Sidney Smith was taken 
nt- Mpriſoner, while endeavouring to cut a veſſel out of the mouth of 
lifi- ne Seine, before Havre. The neceſſary meaſures appear to have 
been taken for effectuating his exchange for an officer of equal 
nded BWW::nk ; and at the ſame time the French agent was informed, that 
ank, i Sir Sidney Smith and his officers were releaſed, any French pri- 
role A bners of the ſame rank, who might be pointed out by the French 
ling wyernment, would be exchanged for them; Captain Bergeret, of 
ers: the Virginie frigate, was likewiſe allowed to go to France for that 
s. purpoſe; but he found, that though at firſt Sir Sidney Smith was 
regarded by the French government as a priſoner of war taken in 
Welt ams, yet that it was afterwards thought proper to conſider him in 
ard, other light. 
me This event ſeems to have given a new turn to the negotiation 
one the ſubje & of cartel; one fide claiming his releaſe on the prin- 
made ce of the law of nations, the other wiſhing to detain him upon a 
ültinction which they have never thought fit fairly to define. He 
pro · ¶¶ vs conveyed to Paris, and kept in cloſe confinement, nobody being 
rede- ¶ N ilowed acceſs to him; even the Swediſh miniſter met with a re- 
ners, bal, when he applied for leave to viſit him. All remonſtrance 
pied Bir our part was diſregarded, and all-application for his releaſe on 
parole ineffectual; and the care of him was transferred ſometimes 
v te miniſter of juſtice, and ſometimes to the miniſter of marine, 
i ſeeming never to be perfeRly determined in what light he ſhould 
20ers ite conſidered. | 
In thy mean time Mr. Charretie perſiſted in the plan of a full 
axchanfe, and endeavoured to throw the blame of delay on the 
britiſh government, for adhering ſo ſtrictly to a * of ex- 
Change which was to include Sir Sidney Smith. He delivered a 


| projet, which was in great part approved; and in order to facili- 
age ate the meaſure of a cartel, and to remove all difficulties, Mr. 
— Winburne was ſent to France in the ſame character and capacity 


u Mr. Charretié had been, but his miſſion does not feem to have 
tad the deſired effect. | 
Five months having elapſed ſince Sir Sidney Smith's captivity, 
ad there being no appearance of the French relaxing in their ſe- 
ity, they were informed (through Mr. Charreti6) in September, 
tat unleſs he ſhould be permitted to enjoy the privileges uſually 
Nauted to priſoners of his rank, all the French parole priſoners 
England ſhould be ordered into ſtrict confinement, Various 
3X 2 attempts 
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attempts were made by the Britiſh government to bring about an In 
exchange of priſoners, and the moſt liberal offers were made for WM nen 
that purpoſe, but without effect. ment 


In February 1797, Mr. Swinburne ſigned a preliminary conven - been 
tion, in which Sir Sidney Smith was not actually mentioned. He jelty 
agreed to the propofals of the French government in every reſped, bed 
except that which declared, that all the priſoners in poſſeſſion of I chan 
the power having the greateſt number ſhould be immediately re- WW for 8 
leaſed, and alſo that which related to the perſons baniſhed from the ess: 
colonies; both which ſubjects being left by him ad referendum, ber, 
were conſidered inadmiſſible by the Britiſh government, and the into 
convention was never conſidered in this country as ratified, in Ef 

In order, however, to meet as much as poſſible the views of the ¶ ook 
French government, as expreſſed in thoſe two articles, Mr, Swin- bon 
burne was directed to propoſe a ſtipulation, that the power poſſeſſ· n pr 
ing the greateſt number of priſoners ſhould releafe one thouſand I burn. 
over and above the balance of exchange; and that if this ſhould be Win hi: 
conſented to, and if Sir Sidney Smith fhould be included in a plan Mer 
for general exchange, that a treaty ſhould be immediately entered i balar 
nn | Janu 

In the beginning of April Mr. Swinburne was ordered to Fon- WW vin 
tainbleau, by a decree of the Executive Directory, which ſtated, MW Briti 
That the preliminary convention left nothing to be done but N 
the meaſures required for the execution of it; and that this cir- ¶ nent 
— rendered the preſence of the Commilſary unneceſlary at Wi pears 

aris.” 1 

The reſolution of the Britiſh government was not made known nent 
to the Executive Directory till 15th Auguſt, and on the 28th they ld 
decreed, That Sir Sidney Smith ſhould be conſidered as a priſoner ¶ ¶ ame 
of war, and as ſuch ſuſceptible of exchange, and might be ex- o be 
changed againſt a French officer of equal rank; but that the ex · N he 
change way not to take place till the Britiſh government ſhould not N Went 
only ratify the article in the preliminary convention, which had WWW uthi 
been before objected to, but ſhould, in confequence, ſend hack to ud 
France at jeaſt four thouſand French priſoners above the number re 
that might be exchanged by the return to this country of all the ¶¶ ach 


Britiſh prifoners then in France; and that this advance of four du 
thouſand men ſhould not be accounted for till a peace ſhould take ſibje 
place.“ ſgnit 


This propoſal was eagerly embraced by Mr. Swinburne, but of Wren 
courſe rejected by this country; before, however, the refuſal was from 
known, the Directory took a ſtep which left no doubt of therr in. loner 
tentions; for they paſſed another decree, allowing indeed Sir Sidney 
Smith to write to the Britiſh agent, but declaring he ſhould not be 
at parole till the ſtipulations of the preceding decree were ratified, 
and that he ſhould not be ſent to England till all the four thouſand 
men had returned to France, * 
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t an In anſwer to the ſtipulations contained in the two above- 
for WM nentioned decrees, it was again propoſed to the French govern- 
ment to eſtabliſh a general cartel on the liberal terms which had 
en · ¶ been before offered, and they were diſtinctly informed that his Ma- 
He N i:ty would on no account agree to exceed the number therein of- 
ect, fred of one thouſand in advance upon the general balance of ex- 
n of WM change ; in caſe of a refuſal, a poſitive demand of parole was made 
7 re- bor Sir Sidney Smith: they were at the ſame time aſſured, that un- 
the les a favourable anſwer was received before the 25th of Novem- 
dum, ber, the threat which had ſo long been hung out would be put 
| the WW into execution, and on that day all the French officers on parole 
in England would be put into cloſe confinement. This accordingly 
f the WW ook place; and the French government having ſhowed no diſpo- 
win- WW ſuon to relax in their treatment of Sir Sidney Smith, it remains ſo 
ſſeſſ· u preſent. A ſhort time previous to this, the recall of Mr. Swin- 
ſand BW bucne had been announced, and Captain Cotes had been appointed 
Id be Win his room. In one of his firſt interviews with the commiſſioners 
plan WH of exchange, it is curious to obſerve, that they inſiſted upon the 
ered Bi balance againſt France (of ſeven thouſand and nineteen men, to 
January 1ſt, 1797) being done away by the convention of Mr. 
Fon- WW windurne, though that convention had never been ratified by the 
ated, WW Britiſh government. | 
but BY Notwithſtanding the repeated refuſals of the Britiſh govern- 
z Cir- ¶ ment to accede to the extravagant demands of France, yet it ap- 
ry at Wi pears that another attempt was to be made. A propoſition for a 
general and immediate exchange was made by the French govern- 
own Bl ment to Captain Cotes; and Mr. Gallois, who came over to Eng- 
they N und as ſucceſſor to Mr. Charretiẽ, repeated the application on the 
oner Wi lame terms as had been repeatedly rejęcted. As be did not appear 
: ex- ¶ V be authorized by the Directory to treat on any other terms, and 
er- be had nothing to do with the care of the priſoners (another 
got gent having been appointed for that ſpecial purpaſe), his preſence 
bad WWW u this country was deemed unneceſſary by the Britiſh government, 
ck to ud till he ſhould receive an anſwer — France, he was ordered 
nder v reſide at the diſtance of ten miles from London. He immedi- 
the nely applied for a paſſport, and returned to France. 
four duch is the preſent ſtate of the negotiation with France on the 
ludje& of a cartel. Your Committee muſt obſerve, that after the 
igning the preliminary convention of 17th February 1797, the 


ut of french began to fit out cartel ſhips for carrying priſoners to and 
was WW om this country; and in the ſummer of 1797, many Britiſh pri- 
r 10- loners returned from France, in exchange for whom Mr, Char- 
dne Ne was indulged with permiſſion toembark ſuch French priſoners 
wo © he thought proper to ſele& ; but he having abuſed this permiſ- 


bon, it was neceſſarily diſcontinued about the month of muten 
nd the French have ſince claimed it as a matter of right. The 
rlult of the ſeveral exchanges which have taken place ſince 

| iſt 
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1ſt January 1597, either on Britiſh or French cartel ſhips, is, N late 
that a further balance of two thouſand nine hundred and ninety. vith 


duk, 


five men is due to this country ſince that period; ſo that the total 
balance in favour of Great Britain, ſince the commencement of 
the war, is no leſs than ten thouſand and fourteen men, including 
a very great proportion of officers. Jos 

Having gone through the different heads of their inquiry, your 
Committee have come to the following reſolntions : 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
charge of cruelty towards French priſoners of war, which has been 
brought againſt this country, is utterly void of foundation, and ap- 
pears to have been fabricated and induſtriouſly ſupported by the 
enemy, for the double purpoſe of juſtifying their own ill treatment 
of Britiſh priſoners, and of irritating the minds of their country- 
men againſt this nation. I 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion, of this Committee, that the 
Britiſh priſoners of war confined in France have been treated with 
a degree of rigour and inhumanity unwarranted by the uſages of 
war among civilized nations. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Britiſh government has always manifeſted a deſire of entering upon 
a cartel of exchange on the moſt fair and liberal terms; that it has 
even offered to accede to any which could be adopted, conſiſtently 

with what is due to individuals and to the nation; and that the 
_ obſtacles to a negotiation have ariſen from the extravagant and un- 

precedented n—_ of France; and from the refuſal, on our 
part, to abandon the cuſtomary and acknowledged principle of the 
law of nations, which has been groſsly violated in the perſon of 
vir Sidney Smith, 2 


6 — 
* 


Extrat? from the official Orders of Colonel Tate, delivered to him by 
General Hoc be, preparatory to his landing in Wales. * 


HERE will be placed under the command of Colonel Tate 3 
body of troops, completely organized, to the number of one 
thouſard and fifty, all reſolute, determined men, with whom he 
may undertake any thing: they are to be called La ſeconde Legin 
des Francs. | 
The deſtruction of Briſtol is of the very laſt importance, and 
every poſſible effort ſhould be made to accompliſh it. For this 
urpoſe it will be proper to reconnoitre the mouth of the Seven 
in the'day-time, and to ſail up the Avon at night-fall, within bv 
miles of the town, where the landing ſhould be made, on the right 


bank, in the greateſt ſilence ; and the troops being ſupplied * 
n 
dark 


Mages 
e ſy 
eels 


en 
7 


8 CrOW 


combuſtible matter, Colonel Tate is to advance rapidly, ! 
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bak, on that Gde of Briſtol which may be to windward, and imme-. 


lately to ſet fire to that quarter, If the enterpriſe be conducted 
with dexterity, it cannot tail to produce the total ruin of the town, 
de port, the docks, and the veſſels, and to ſtrike terror and amaze- 
nent into the very heart of the capital of England. 

The expedition under the command of Colonel Tate has in view 
three principal objects: the firſt is, if poſſible, to raiſe an inſurrec- 
tion in the country ; the ſecond is, to intercept and embarraſs the 
commerce of the enemy; and the third is, to prepare and facilitate 
the way for a deſcent, by diſtracting the attention of the Engliſh 
prernment. 

In all countries, the poor are the claſs moſt prone to inſurrec- 
ton; and this diſpoſition is to be forwarded by diſtributing mo- 
vey and drink, by inveighing againſt the government as the cauſe 
of the public diſtreſs, by recommending and facilitating a riſing 
v plunder the public ſtores and magazines, and the property of 
the rich, whoſe affluence is the natural ſubject of envy to the 


. 

It is, notwithſtanding, to be obſerved, that, however deſective 
nay be the morality of the Engliſh people, they have ſtill a reſpect 
for the laws und their magiſtrates, even in the moment of inſur- 
ron ; it will be therefore adviſable to ſpare, as much as poſ- 
idle, the property of thoſe who may be in any civil fundion, and 
wen of the country gentlemen ; and all impolitions ſhould be laid 
en the peers, the men of rank and high fortune, the clergy, thoſe 
who ſerve as officers in the army and navy, and eſpecially in the 
militia ; of all ſuch, the country ſeats, farms, woods, cattle, and 
on, ſhould be given up to be plundered by the people. Theſe 
jredatory excurſions ſhould be made in different, and even diſtant 

arters, by detachments of two or three hundred men each. 

The commerce of the enemy in the country is to be interrupted 
breaking down bridges, cutting dykes, and ruining cauſeways, 

dich is, at the ſame time, eſſentially neceſſary for the preſervation 
i the army. z by plundering all convoys of ſubſiſtence, the public 
Mages and waggons, and even private carriages ; the cutting off 

© ſupplies of proviſions from the principal towns, burning all 
eflels and boats on the rivers and canals, deſtroying magazines, 
letting fire to docks and coal-yards, rope-walks, great manufaQo- 
es, &c. &c. It, is to be obſerved likewiſe, that by theſe means 
þcrowd of artiſans will be thrown out of employment, and, of 
wurſe, ready to embark in any meaſure which holds out to them 

dliſtence and plunder, without labour or fatigue. 

The ſucceſs of the expedition will likewiſe. be materially for- 

ded by diſarming the militia, by burning the arſenals in the 
ports, by ſtopping the couriers of Government, by ſeducing the 

Men's troops © Ghent. and by the terror which the ſucceſs = 

tne 


„„ 
the legion, and the progreſs of the inſurreQion, will carry into the 


boſoms of the unwarlike citizens, 
In order to ſpread the panic as generally as poſſible, the legion 
is to be divided into ſeveral columns, having ſettled a common ten- 
dezvous, where they are to aſſemble every four, ſix, or eight days, 
The inhabitants muſt be obliged to ſerve as guides, and any whe 
refuſe are to be puniſhed on the ſpot ; the magiſtrates, or ſome o 
their families, are always to be employed in preference, on thi 
ſervice, that they may not accuſe or puniſh the others. | 
All denunciations againſt thoſe who join the legion, are to hee, 
puniſhed with death. Wherever the legion, or any of its coi" © 
Jumns, is poſted, if the neighbouring pariſhes do not give inſtani 
notice of the approach of the enemy, whether by ringing of bells 
or otherwiſe, they are to be given up to fire and ſword, 
Colonel Tate will not omit to obſerve, that there are in England 
numbers of French, who will be eager to join him, ſuch as pri 
ſoners of war, ſoldiers and ſailors; privates in the Engliſh emi 
grant regiments, and a crowd of others, whom want, and the de- 
fire of vengeance, will draw to his ſtandard, He may admit ſucl 
Frenchmen into the legion ; but he will obſerve to be on hi 
guard, that the new-comers may not raiſe cabals or factions, eſpe 
cially if there ſhould be among them any nobles or prieſts, whoſe 
ambition is only to be exceeded by their cowardice, Should any 
ſuch attempt be made, he will take care to puniſh it moſt ſeverely 
Colonel Tate will encourage all deſerters and priſoners to ente 
into the new companies before mentioned: ſhould ſuch priſoner i 
refuſe, he will ſhave their heads and eye-brows; aud if they 2 ; 
taken again in arms, they are to be ſhot. | 
(Signed) L. Hock. 


To Cylonel Tate, on his military Operations and Marches. - 


WITH boldneſs and intelligence combined, you may eaſily pol 
ſeſs yourſelf of Cheſter or Liverpool, which you will ruin, i 
burning the magazines, and filling up the ports or at leaſt yc 
may cut off all communication between thoſe cities and the inte 
rior. There is another object, which ſhould likewiſe decide Jof 
to enter thoſe counties, as you will be joined there by two othe 
columns of French troops, to which you will unite that under jou. 
command, if the General commanding the expedition in ct * 
ſhall deſire it. 5 |; 

In order to ſpread the conſternation and aſtoniſhment as We 
as poſlible, after the deſtruction of Liverpool (for this point! at de 
capital), you muſt follow your blow, and ſeize upon ſome ſi 
town or ſea-port on that coaſt, which you will lay under cn 
tribution, ' You 
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Your ſoldiers are to carry nothing with them but their army, 
munition, and bread ; they will find every where clothes, linen, 

xd ſhoes 3 the inhabitants may ſupply your wants, and the ſeats 
the gentry are to be your magazines. 
In caſe your poſition ſhould be, at laſt, no longer tenable, or 
hat ſuperior forces ſhould compel you to quit the country bor- 
Ering on the Channel, you muſt not loſe an inſtant to join' two 
French parties ſent into the counties of Vork, Durham, and 
Northumberland. In that caſe, you muſt ſend me notice into Ire. 
nd, that I may be enabled to execute a diverſion in your favour. 
n officer in diſguiſe may reach me, either by ſeizing a fiſhing- 
at on the coaſt of Wales, or elſe by the route of Scotland. 
(Signed) L. Hoc.” 


* 


4 ah m_ 
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Excutive Direfory.—ecree of the 1316 Thermidor ( Auguſt 2). 
HE Executive DireQory having heard the report of the mi- 


niſter of marine and the colonies; and conſidering that the 
ens recently arrived from the French colonies and the con- 
nent of America, leave not a doubt that the French cruiſers, or 
he ſoi-diſant French cruiſers, have infringed the laws of the re- 
udlic with reſpe& to prizes; conſidering that foreigners and pi- 
tes have abuſed that latitude allowed in Cayenne and the An- 
sto neutral veſſels, either armed or mercantile, by cloakin 
ader the French flag their exactions, and violation of that ref] 
ve to the rights of nations, as well with regard to the perſons as 
de properties of allies of neutral powers; decrees, | 
Art, I. That in future there ſhall not be delivered in the co- 
nies of America, any letters of marque or repriſals, or permiffions 
aum, either as privateers or as armed merchantmen, except by 
particular aſſent of the Directory themſelves, who are not 
Itted to delegate their power to any one, and who ſhall not 
terciſe the privilege veſted in them, but in, favour of thaſe whoſe 
ciples they ſhall be acquainted with, and who, moreover, ſhall 
t dound to conform to all the laws relative to prizes, and eſpe- 
ally to that of the 1ſt October 1793. 
II. All letters of marque 2 or permiſſions granted in 
colonies of America, by the particular agents of the Di- 
ary, or other civil and military agents under their orders, to 
m, either as privateers or armed merchantmen, are conſidered as 
do effect after the thirtieth day from the publication df this pre- 
i decree in the French colomes. 4 | 
II. Every agent, or perſon under him, in any of the neutral 
Meſſons, whoſe duty it is to Judge of the validity of the prizes 
e by French cruiſers, who ſhall be ſuſpected of having any in- 
Vor. v 17 „„ 121 Me een ene texkeſt, 


% * 
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tereſt, direct or indirect, in any of the privateers or armed n 
chantmen, ſhall be immediately recalled. 3 
I. The particular agents of the Executive Directory 
Cayenne, St. Domingo, and Guadaloupe, ſhall be careful 1þ 
the intereſts and property of neutral veſſels are ſcrupulouſly at 
| tended to; and in no caſe ſhall they diſpoſe of the cargo but at 
fair valuation, and to the entire ſatisfaction of the contraQtin 
parties, 3 | 
V. The ſaid particular agents of the Executive Directory, f 
commanders of all the ſhips of the republic, the conſuls, the vice 


conſuls, and all others inveſted with powers to this effect, & poſe 
arreſt and puniſh, conformably to the laws, all thoſe who ſhal;.c, 
oppoſe the preſent decree, which ſhall be printed in the bulletin oi... 
the laws, and with the execution of which the miniſters for foreig gu 
affairs, of. the marine, and of the Colonies, are charged. f y 
(Signed) MecerLiNn, Preſident. tel, 
; LAGARDE, Sec. Gen. deer 
Yn!» 2 the | 
Kage els 2 f 12 V 
Letter from the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Gerry, K * N 
on. 47 United States, written on the Occaſion of tranſmitting hi 6 
his port. | . Y : 
F Paris, 24th Meſſidor (Fuly 12), 6th yea * 
; | of the French republic. * 
FVER ſince T have flattered myſelf, Sir, with fulfilling bine 
wiſhes of the Executive Directory, by uſing my efforts, nd 
conjunction with yourſelf, to eſtabliſh a Lon underſtanding be rok 
tween the French republic and the United States, I have ende IU ha 
voured, not only in the conference I have had with you, but al eie 
jn the courſe of our correſpondence, to ſmooth the road, weigh Wl: i 
the advantages; and enter into a full diſcuſſion of whatever arr 


neceſſary to convince you of the utility of your preſence at Far T 
It is in your quality of envoy of the American rnment tha nad 
] would receive you, that I would write to you. It depends uc 
- yourſelf to be publicly acknowledged by the Executive DireQo 
Without conforming to your opinion, as to the alteration whic 
the departure of Meiſrs, Pinckney and Marſhall has produced r 
lative to the full powers to treat ſeparately, with which I unde! 


ſtand you were inveſted, it appeared to me that, in the ſituation ! M 
which you were placed, you were to refer the queſtion to Jeg & v 
government; and in the interval you were to ſettle all the poll" dem 
in difference, by a calm and amicable diſcuſſion with myſelf. Inter 

This procedure was the more natural, inaſmuch as ſetting g ure: 
the certain knowledge yaur government had of the offer to treat i boo. 


ou, after the departure of your colleagues. My note of the go 
Ventoſe, which ſhould haye reached hiladelphia towards the 


( 531 ) g 


if Floreal, left no ſort of doubt upon the ＋ 14 It contained 
three objects perfectly diſtinct. In the firſt place it pointed out, 
ith that dignity becoming the French government, the mode of 
rdrefſing the complaints of the United States, as particularized by 
their envoys on the 28th of the preceding month Nivoſe. It then 
repreſented” the motives which concurred to prevent the negotia- 
ton being concluded with the envoys collectively. Finally, it ſo- 
emnly declared the conciliatory diſpoſition of the Executive Di- 
rory, its formal deſire of renewing between the two countries 
the bands of their ancient friendſhip, and the intention of treating 
with you. A declaration ſo explicit was made for no other pur- 
poſe than to furniſh the Preſident of the United States with the 
infallible means of an accommodation. It was a pledge of fu- 
ure peace. I preſumed you would not delay receiving ſimilar in- 
trutions from other powers, if they were neceſſary ; or at leaſt, 
if you had announced to the Preſident of the United States r 
kelite of returning to America, that another envoy would have 
been ſent to have conſummated the happy work which we had 
the ſatisfaction of preparing. | | 

With hopes ſo juſtly founded, were connected conſiderations 
upon the inconvenience of your ae I have made you 
ſenſible that, notwithſtanding the aſſurances you gave me, no one 
ein believe that it depended wholly on your own will, on an opi- 
nion of the invalidity of your powers, or on a deſire of entruſting 
the care of the negotiation to other hands. I have intimated to 
you the conjectures which were raiſed ; the part acted by the ca- 
tinet of Great Briiain, which ſpares no means to reduce France 
nd the United States to extremities by which it alone hopes to 
IK and the ſuſpicions conceived by the French government.— 
have made you foreſee the poſſible conſequences of them. Many 
xcidents have already retarded the union of the two republics. 
|t is allowed to that one which ſincerely deſires peace to be 
larmed by new fears. ors | 

Theſe conſiderations, of which I ſhall be ever proud, have 
made me reſiſt the deſire you have ſhown to quit France. You 
bonever abſolutely inſiſt upon it in your letter of the 22d of this 
month, The Directory has in conſequence authorized me to 
tranſmit you the paſſports you require for yourſelf and the veſſel 
_ is to convey you to Havre, You will herewith receive 


May your return to the United States, and the communication 
af what has paſſed between us ſince you have repreſented your go- 
ernment, deſtroy the injurious opinion entertained of the hoſtile 
tentions of France. You have often repeated to me, ſince you 
urged your departure, that if you could not treat as an envoy, 
four good offices in the United States, in the capacity of a citizen, 

| © £ BY | ſhould 


ſent you two others. It was in vain I accompanied thele nt 
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Mould not be. wanting. You cannot render the two countiie 
4 more ſignal ſervice, than in contributing to place their politic 
and commercial relations in concordance with their inclinatior 
and their intereſt., Aſſure your government, that the Executi 
Directory perſeveres in the intention of conciliating the dif 
ferences between the French republic and the United States, a 
ſoon as a fair occaſion ſhall prefent itſelf. If it is true that i 


diſpoſitions of your government are correſpondent, let it give P 
proof of them, and be aſſured beforehand of Tucceſs. for 
Lou cannot diffimulate, Sir, that, if there is not any thing ol ſym 
hitidet you from peruſing, in conjunction with me, the exam arri 
ation and conciliation of the griefs that divide the two counties Prai 
there is no occaſion of delay for watit of reſpective ratifications, on: 
Who will doubt the ſincerity of the French government, ube ep 
it is known that for three months every — has proceede gov 
from me; and that, faithful to the engagements inade in ty nc - 
of the 28th Ventoſe, I was the firſt ſeriouſly to preſs the nego gan 
tiation after the departure of Meſſrs. Pinckney bd. Marſhall? loca 
I rruſt that it will not be faid that the refuſal to treat with then fide 
was a denial of conciliatory meaſures, when the refuſal was 2 The 
companied with 4 promiſe to treat with you; and you. by jo the 
full powers was authorized to treat ſeparatel . I will not ce ſeco 
to urge this point, becauſe it is the baſis of the opinion the govern ver 
ment muſt form; and even admitting you were bound by ſecr vert 
teſtrictions, I could not, at leaſt in my own mind, oppoſe thal up. 
which I did not know from any other oſtenſible ſource of belief. Wl righ 
Tes, Sir, hardly was I informed of the departure of Ma ther 
. Pinckney, when I endeavoured. in every conference I had with youll Ade 
to point out to you the urgency, the convenience, and the pol not! 
bility of an ative negotiation. I collected your ideas; they d l 
fered from mine; I ſought to reconcile them. I was about % led. 
have tranfmitted propoſitions to you, when a meſſage from youll inf. 
government arrived at Havre. You then appeared to prepare 108 ati 
your departure: till then I never conceived you had the deſign of of t 
embgking, till we had come to ſome agreement as. to the deß dec: 
nitivè articles to be ratified b your government. A few "i; Uh 
fter, I received packets from Philadelphia, the contents of ui nati 
inſtanfly gave a different turn to my correſpondence . ther 
The 22d Praitial, I notified to you that the diſpoſitions of ca 
Executive Directory. were the ſame, and I Ä you to de rept 
Clare if you were at length in a ſituation to negotiate. he 30(l thin 
Prairial, I tranſmitted you a complete plan of the negotiatic mor 
The gth Meſſidor, I ſent you my firſt note, diſcuſling one of | rem 
points of our treaties which had not been executed in the Une, dat 
lates. You declined anſwering it. The 18th of Meſidor, 40 
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with the moſt cordial invitation to enter ſpeedily on that ſeries of 
diſcuſſion indiſpenſable for the removal of our grievances. You 
have not even given the an opportunity of proving to you this 
liderality of the Executive Directory. Finally, you have never - 
written except on the ſubject of = departure; and yet it is the 
French republic that is accuſed in the United States of not wiſh- 
ing ſor peace. | -- 

Perfidious inſtigators will inſinuate that it has not always wiſhed 
for it. I will refer them to the epoch, when, for the firſt time, 
ſymptoms of diſcontent were manifeſted ; that is to fay, on the 
arrival of the miniſter Genet at Philadelphia, in the montft 
Pririal, the firſt year, a univerſal joy pervaded the United States 
on account of the declarations he was charged to make. He then 
expreſſed the amicable and generous intentions of the French 
overnument, which, ſtrong in its own national energy; abſtained 
— calling forth the aid of allies. Soon ſome of the meaſures 
gave umbrage ; they were the effects of a zeal, ill adapted to 
local circumſtances, and unhappily worſe — * The Pre- 
ſdent made his complaints to France at the end of the ſame year. 
The Committee of Public Safety gave immediate ſatisfaction; and 
other agents arrived at Philadelphia the beginning of Ventoſe, the 
ſecond year. Their inſtructions will bear the light of day; they 
were not to intermeddle in any party matters; to reſpe& the go- 
yerntment, to endeavour to maintain its neutrality with vigour, to 
repreſs whatever might tend to deſtroy it, and to maintain the 
rights aſſured to France by treaties. Such was the ſubſtance of 
them, and ſuch alſo were the inſtructions given to the miniſter 
Adet, who replaced thoſe agents in the third year. Cetfainly 
nothing could be more pacific, 3 388 6.1% 

In the mean time the rights of France were inſenſibly neg- 
led ; the moſt important clauſes of its treatjes were rendered 
inſignificant ; its veſſels experienced the moſt diſcouraging vex- 
ations. England enjoyed in ſafety the advantage of the neutrality 
of the United States, which, with regard to too confident France, 
decame a ſource of loſſes, A tranſaction clandeſtinely carried 
on finiſhed the ſcene, by conſecrating to the detriment of a friendly 
nation the pretenſions of its implacable enemy. From that time 
there was nothing but adverſe repreſentations between the Ame- 
tican government and the miniſters plenipotentiary of the French 
republic, who could on their part not avoid making them: no- 
thing but a correſpondence in which acrimony- gained ground 
more and more. he French government did not jnterfere ; it 
remained quiet, in the hope that the ſelf-intereſt of the United 
dates would make them feel that England was drawing them into 
us vortex, Far from aſſuming an hoſtile attitude, it affected in- 
lifference, in order to maiiifelt its patience with dignity, The 

crowd 


. Negotiation demanded by France, He could not be received, 
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erowd of complaints which poured in, compelled it to quit this 
character. It declared its grievances the 25th Brumaire, fifth 
year; and in order to provoke a negotiation too long deferred, it 
Pointed out in the treaties between Paris and London the moſt 
proper means of haſtening it. No view of aggreſſion, no hoſ- 
tile intention, animated it. In order to obtain ſome juſtice from 
the United States, it placed them under the neceſſity, of demand- 
ing juſtice themſelves, Let us ſee if it has refuſed any honourable 
propoſition, | - BY, | 

Mr. Pinckney had ſet out before the declaration of the 25th 
Brumaire, which ſuſpended the habitual relations. He came to 
replace Mr. Monroe, and, like him, to explain and palliate the 
conduct of the United States, without any ſpecial power for the 


fince he was not in a ſituation to fulfil the conditions annexed to 
his political ſituation. The Preſident of the United States thought 
it his duty to convoke extraordinarily the Legiſlative Body. I 
will not recall to mind his ſpeech at their opening, nor the turn 
the debates took that ſeſſion, but I will ſay the impreſſion it made 
at Paris very unfavourably preceded the arrival of the envoys. 
This circumſtance alone raiſed an obſtacle, which ſhould have 
been foreſeen at Philadelphia. The envoys themſelves not being 
willing to comprehend the natural effect of this kind of provo- 
cation, contributed to render the impreſſion more laſting. It 
was, however, finally. ſubordinate to the primitive deſire of a 
ſincere conciliation. You will find the proof of this in the expe- 
dient ſuggeſted of treating with you ſeparately; for a government 
hoſtilely diſpoſed, would not have adopted ſo delicate a ftep, 
which, at the fame time that it preſerved its honour, manifeſted 
its pacific intentions. You have, dir, given me to underſtand, that 
it would have been proper for the Executive Directory to have 
ſupported the declarations I made you in its name, by a change of 
the meaſufes which oppreſſed the commerce of the United States, 
I may aſſure you, that your government would have aſſured this 
object, by re-eſtabliſhing the French republic in thoſe rights 
which belonged to it by treaties. But let us be leſs ſcrupulous, 
and more equitable towards each other. Although the meaſures 
of France are only the conſequence of thoſe of the United States, 
you muſt have remarked in my propoſitions of the goth Prairial, 
what the intention of the Executive Directory is, that their te- 
ſpective pretenſions ſhould be examined, and collaterally regu. 
lated. It intends by the ſame act to raiſe a laſting monument of 
the future friendſhip of the two republics, and the juſtice they owe 
to each other; and no idea of falſe glory enters its mind. 

In taking leave of you, Sir, I have thought it my duty to you 
to offer you a teſtimony of my eſteem, I could no otherwiſe © 
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ſo than by the freedom with which I have addreffed you, and by 
expreſſing the regret I feel at your departure under the pieſent 
circuinſtances. | 
Receive the aſſurances of my perfect reſpect. | 
(Signed) Ca. M. TALLEYRAND PRERICORD. 


P. S. of the 27th Meſſidor.— A very ſerious circumſtance, Sir, 
has retarded the ſending this letter. Fives not how it is, that, 
at every ſtep towards a conciliation, ſome ſubje& of irritation 
intervenes, and that it is always the United States who give riſe 
to it. 

For ſome days various advices have come to the Executive 
Directory. It ſeems that your government, overſtepping all 
bounds, no longer ufes any precaution to cover its deſigns. 

A law of the ſeventh of laſt month authorizes the attack of 
erery French ſhip of war, which ſhall ſtop, or ſhall intend to 
ſtop American veſſels. A reſolution of the Houſe of Repreſent- 
aives ſuſpends from the thirteenth of this month all commercial 
relations with the French republic and its poſſeſſions. Many 
ans of laws have been propoſed to exclude the French, and 
— French property. | ik 
The forbearance of the French Directory has been ſhown in a 
manner the moſt unequivocal. Perfidy can no longer throw a veil 
orer the pacific diſpoſitions which it has unceaſingly manifeſted. 

It is even at the moment of this new provocation, which ſeems 
to leave it no honourable alternative but war, that it confirms the 
aſſurances I have made on its part. In the preſent criſis, it con- 
ines itſelf to a meaſure of ſafety and preſervation, by laying an 
immediate embargo upon American veſſels, with a proviſo to in- 
demnify them, if it can be done. It is ſtill ready, and is as well 
diſpoſed as ever to terminate, by a negotiation, the differences 
which ſubſiſt between the two countries. Such is its repugnance 
to conſider the United States as enemies, that; notwithſtanding 
their hoſtile preparations, it will wait until it is irreſiſtibly im- 
pelled by actual hoſtilities. | ; 2 | 

If you muſt, Sir, depart, at leaſt haſte to tranſmit to your go- 
rernment this ſolemn declaration. | 


Litter from Mr. Gerry to the Miniſter of Foreign Relations of the 
q Fr ench Republic. : 0 
mY Paris, Fuly 25, 1798. 
MR. GERRY having ſeen, in the RedaQteur of this morning, 
Publication of a letter to him from the miniſter of foreign 


Kiirs of the French republic, dated the 24th Meſlidor, 9 $ 
im 
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him to order a juſt tranſlation of the anſwer dated the 20th of 
July to be alſo publiſhed, * | 

Mr. Gerry being on the eve of his departure from Paris, pre- 
ſumes the miniſter will readily comply herewith, to prevent par- 
tial and undue repreſentations againſt him 1n his abſence. 


Ar. Gerry's Anſwer to the Miniſter of Forei gn Aﬀairs Letter of the 
| ; 24400 Meſſider, v4 


Citizen Miniſter, Paris, Fuly 20, 1198, 


I RECEIVED on the 27th Meſſidor your letter of the 24th 
\the 12th of July), on which permit me to make ſome obſer, 
_ vations, Ya! 5 

Lou allege that in the United States the French republic is 
accuſed of not wiſhing for peace; and to ſhow that it was always 
deſirous thereof, you recur to the arrival of M. Genet in Ame- 
rica. Far from accuſations of any kind, I wiſh to cultivate har- 
mony between the two governments, as the ſolid baſis of peace, 
From that epoch to the departure from the-United States of Mr. 
Adet, the correſpondence of the ſecretaries of ſtate of the United 
States, with the French miniſters in America, and the American 
miniſters in France, contains the hiſtory to that time of the un- 
happy differences between the two republics, and evinces the ſin- 
cere deſire of the government of the United States, amidſt the 
inevitable erer ee pur; from the convulſed ſtate of 
Europe, to preſerve harmony and friendſhip with the French te. 
public, and to perform with ſcrupulous attention the duties 
neutrality, If by any unfortunate events France had ſuſtained 
injuries during that term, ſtill the manifeſt diſpoſition of the 
overnment ot the United States to juſtice and moderation, was a 
ure pledge of redreſs. ; 

hen Mr, Monroe was recalled, a miniſter was ſent to ſupply 
bis place, and you fay he could not be received, becauſe he was 
not in a ſituation to fulfil the conditions neceſſary for the renewal 
of the political connexions. Had he been received, he could have 
— for other powers, if neceſſary. Nothing is more uſual. 
The application which you have ſo ſtrenuouſly urged on my part, 
muſt have been for the renewal of powers annulled by the a of nervi, 
ſending away the other envoys: ſurely then your arguments would upriſ 
have applied with much force to the cafe of a miniſter, whoſe Uning 
wers were only ſuppoſed inadequate to the object of his miſſion. Wt. pre 

he act of rejecting this miniſter, accompanied with circum- l,q., 
ſtances of high diſpleaſure on the part of the government of ihe Wt an .. 
French republic, could not fail to wound deeply the governmem eparat 
of the United States, and to produce obſervations on ſuch an pure 

1 * 2 imo avern 
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1 of WW ioportant event. Let the cauſe and effect be buried in oblivion ; 
be remembrance thereof cannot promote harmony, This you 
"re vill readily accede to, when you conſider the amicable and atten- 
ar- ¶ tive conduct immediately adopted by the American government, 
in ſending three envoys extraordinary, with adequate powers to 
efe& a reconciliation and a renewal of the commercial intercourſe 
between the republics, | 

"the From the arrival of the envoys at Paris to the departure of two 
of them, the objects of their miſſion were defeated by inſuperable 
| bars ariſing from demands of loans, which violating the neutrality 
| of the United States, would have involved them in an immediate 
var, and of pecuniary preparations for the obſervations hinted at. 
ler. Towards the end of that period, after impoſing on me ſecrecy, 
boo ſtated the embarraſſments and diſſatisfaction of the Executive 
c Directory, on account of the opinions and converſations of my 
colleagues, its determination not to treat with them, and its deſire 
me- ito negotiate with me: and you added, that my departure would 
har- produce an immediate rupture. Aſtoniſhed as I was at this 
ace, communication, I informed you that I had no powers to treat 
Mr. ſeparately 3 the meaſure was impoſſible: and that, had my powers 
ited Eden adequate, a treaty made under ſuch circumſtances could 
can Never be ratified by my government. You differed from me; we 
un” raſoned on the ſubject, and each adhered to his opinion. I urged 
in- Min rain the unreaſonableneſs of admitting prejudices againſt my 
[the colleagues without informing them of the cauſes thereof, the good 
tet of removing thoſe which might reſult from ſuch information, 
nd the neceſſity of making known to them all that had now paſſed 
tween us, You held me to the promiſe of ſecrecy, adding, that, 
| would negotiate, we could ſoon finiſha treaty, for the Execu- 
ne Directory were not in the habit of ſpending much time about 
loch matters. You deſired another interview, in which, after a 
üſcuſſion of the ſubject, I confirmed and adhered to my deter- 

nation. | | 55 
In this ſtate affairs remained for ſome time, and I flattered my- 
elf with the hope, that, failing in the propoſition for negotiating 
With me ſeparately, your next would be to accredit the three 


lun aioys; in ſuch an event, the ſecrecy mentioned would have been 
10 oper. This expectation was ſtrengthened by the two e ee 

i terviews which they had with you; and you may judge of my 
bo upriſe on the receipt of your letter of the 28th Ventoſe, con- 


ning a refuſal to treat with two of the envoys, and renewing 
propoſition to treat with one.—Finding that I was the perſon 
lluded to, and that all hopes of our being jointly accredited were 
an end, I again refuſed, in the moſt poſitve terms, to negotiate 
Fanately, Another propoſition was then made, that, to prevent a 
Pure, I ſhould remain here till information could be ſent to m 
p""<rnment of theſe events. Embarraſſing as ſuch a ſtate was, 
You, VIII.. 4 ſubaitted 


* 


that I ſhould reſume our reciprocal communications upon the 


been ſo fully diſcuſſed, and ſo well underſtood, as not to requir 


ment, which gave a more than momentary turn to you 2 
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ſubmitted to it rather than bring on a war. You afterwar 
ſent me your note of the 14th Germinal (3d April), propoſing 


intereſts of the French republic and the United States. To thi 
I replied, on the 4th April, that I could only confer informall 
and unaccredited on any ſubject reſpecting our miſſion, and com 
municate to the government of the United States the reſult of ſuch 
conferences, being, in my individual capacity, unauthorized tt 
ive them an official ſtamp. —The day after the departure fron 
Paris of the laſt of my colleagues, I again addreſſed you, and 
quoting the above paragraph, informed you, that this I conſider 
as the line of conduct well underſtood to be obſerved on my part 
to this you made no objection verbally or by writing, and th 
acquieſced in it: had you not, I ſhould have immediately de 
manded my paſſport. At one of our firſt interviews after th 
letter, you ſtated a difficulty in adopting the plan propoſed by m 
letter of the 20th of April, from your not being informed of the 
wiſhes of the government of the United States in regard to a treaty 
theſe were ſo reaſonable, that I thought it beſt to communicat 
them to you, and, according to your own opinion ſince expreſſec 
they would requize little or no time for diſcuſſion ; nothing cal 
exceed them for moderation or juſtice. 
Believing that you were ſeriouſly diſpoſed to bring forward: 
— of a treaty for the conſideration of the government of tht 
nited States, and being alſo convinced that the ſubject ha 


much time to accompliſh it ; I informed you that I ſhould embatl 
for America in June; and although you objected to it in the br 
inſtance, you afterwards appeared to be fully convinced of 


neceſſity of it, and promiſed to digeſt the plan propoſed withs Y, 
delay, and to ſend it to me for examination. I conferred wi you 
ou at different times on the expediency of ſending a miniſter! . 
Philadelphia, to complete the negotiation, and you promiſed "Wl : 1 
conſider of it. wt ppre 
At length the Sophia arrived, and a few days afterwards Je * 
informed me that I might make myſelf quite eaſy ; that Fran * 
did not wiſh a war with the United States; that ſhe had no thoug "ll m 
of it; that the American affairs were then before the Execull I; 
Directory, and that every thing would be arranged to my wiſh ready 
I again ſtated the neceſſity of ſending a miniſter to Amend ' tegot 
complete the negotiation ; you ſaid you would 0 one to M Tais 
Executive Directory. This I could not ſuppoſe was for M - 
purpoſe you have ſince ſtated, of reſiding there after the rati all py 
tion of the treaty: | 4/7 IS ons. if nec 
Thus were matters circumſtanced until the arrival of tf deciſii 


gazettes containing the diſpatches of the envoys to their go | 
15 
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ſpondence with me. When I informed you that I ſhould embark 
in the Sophia as ſoon as ſhe could be fitted for the ſea, there was 
ſtill time to finiſh the plan of the treaty, and to fend it by me, if 
expedient, You deſired me to remain here; I told you my return 
was indiſpenſable; and gave you no other reaſon—I thought that 
ſufficient. You conceive it depended upon me to be publicly 
received by the Executive DireQory ; but our opinions are different 
on this point, A government ſends three envoys to treat with 
mother government; this rejects two of them, and propoſes io 

treat with the third. Candour muſt admit, I think, that the 

latter cannot accept the propoſal without transferring, in this in- 

lance, the executive authority of his government, who would 
only have nominated three envoys to the foreign government, 
which would have appointed one of them. You ſay that if my 
powers were altered 8 the departure of my colleagues, yet on my 
own hypotheſis I ought to have referred the queſtion to my govern- 
ment, and in the interim to have fixed with you, by a calm and 

amicable diſcuſſion, all the contentious points of our differences. 
If my government, as you repeatedly have aſſerted, was apprized 

before the 20th of March of the propoſition to treat with me 
ſeparately, it is evident that it was not diſpoſed to ſend me new 

2 for the Sophia ſailed on the 28th of that month; and 

nowing this, you ſtill urged me to make the application. I have 

been always ready, and, had you coine forward with the project 

of a treaty, would have entered into a calm and amicable con- 

ference with you on every part of it, but not into a formal epiſto- 

lary diſcuſſion, which was not propoſed till ſome time after I was 

ready to embark, was only relative to the conſular convention 

which will ſoon expire, was contrary to my ſlipulation relative to 

conferences in which you acquieſced, and would have required 

months to be completed. | '* 

You was the firſt, you affirm, to preſs ſeriouſly the negotiation z 
you will agree with me, that the merit would have been greater, 
lad the meaſure itſelf been feaſible. You frequently remind me 
of your exertions, which I am diſpoſed as much as poſlible to 
appreciate; regretting, at the ſame time, their circuitous direction. 
Un my part, I think you will be convinced, that every thing has 
_ done, which circumſtances herein truly detailed would 
amit, a 
It is with pieaſure I learn that the Executive Directory Is ſtill 
ready, and is as much diſpoſed as ever to terminate by a liberal 
icgotiation the differences which ſubſiſt between the two countries. 
iis diſpoſition has always exiſted on the part of the government 
0 the United States. A negotiation then, if ſet on foot free from 
i propoſitions of loans = explanations of ſpeeches, to be held 
i neceſſary in a city of ſome neutral nation, and providing for a 


&cifion by three or five commiſſioners, of all points which may 
. 3L 2 ys not 
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not be determined by direct negotiation, would ſtill be accompz. 
nied, in my opinion, with ſucceſs ; but, having no authority, [ 
cannot make the propoſition. 

A preliminary meaſure appears to be requiſite, in which the 
dignity of this government is as deeply concerned as the inteteſ 
of the United States. The depredations, outrages, and cruelties 
committed on our commerce and citizens in the Weſt Indies, 
and on our coaſts, by French privateers, ſome of which it is ſad 
have no commiſſions, are ſeldom - paralleled amongſt civilized 
nations. Tt is ſaid that this government has not been early ap- 
prized of theſe events, which have been a great ſource of irrita- 
tion to the United States, and a principal cauſe of the repreſſive 
meaſures adopted by them. A recall of the oppreſſive commiſſions 
of the privateers, and reſtraining them by ſevere an the 
proper objects of capture, cannot fail to have a happy effect. 
Lou claim a promiſe of my good offices as a private citizen in 
America, Theſe ſhall not be wanting to repreſent truly every 
meaſure of this government; and to render ſucceſsful all ſuchgs 
may be well adapted to effect a reconciliation. This is all that 
can be expected of me, and the duty which I owe to my country 
will require it. And now, Citizen Miniſter, having given you 
a teſtimony of my eſteem, ſuch as reſults from a frank and candid 
conduct, 4 bid you adieu, , wiſhing ſincerely a ſpeedy renewal 0 
amity and commerce between the two republics. 

Accept, Citizen Miniſter, the aſſurances of my perfect cot 


ſideration. 
| E. GERRT. 


Letter from the Miniſter of Foregin Affairs to Mr. Gerry. 
Paris, 4 Thermidor (July 250 


PLEASE, Sir, to permit me to lay a particular ſtreſs on the 
two laſt paragraphs of your anſwer of the 20th inſtant, to m 
letter of the 24th Meſſidor. Eaſy as it may be to rectiſy the 
receding ones, to attempt it would be returning to no purpole 
into the circle of digreſſions. It is but natural that I ſhould fee 
what, under the exiſting circumſtances, you imagine you owe i 
your government; and this conſideration would alone ſuffice & 
ſtop me, if. I ſet a leſs value on the attainment of a conciliation 
You again obſerve to me, that the government of the United Stat 
has invariably been diſpoſed to ſettle by arbitration the differen 
that ſubſiſt between the two republics. This new aſſurance, 2 
moment when it holds out the appearance of hoſtilities, ca 
but moderate their effects; but let a ſincere, loyal, and tru 
friendly act ſpeedily realize theſe diſpoſitions. Though they | 
far from being very prominent in the anſwers of the reſident . 


Wer | 
pa. de addreſſes that have been preſented to him from the different 


„I parts of the United States, it is a pleaſure to me to diſcover in 
theſe expreſſions nothing but political expediency. I do not 
the however augur leſs favourably of the real intentions which you 
erelt WW profeſs in its name; and I would not have requeſted you to 
elties BY guarantee the ſucceſs of the firſt proof which it ſhall be willing to 
dies, WW give of theſe intentions, if the Executive Directory that was ready 
; (ad 10 receive you had not adopted a fixed reſolution in that reſpeR. 
lized i A negotiation may therefore be renewed even at Paris, where I 
ap- fattered myſelf you experienced nothing but tokens of friendſhip, 
rin. and where a friendly and honourable reception ſhall always await 
eye n cnvoy who. poſſeſſes your good qualities. I am ignorant, more- 
(ons over, Sir, why you ſhould fay it is neceſſary to lop off from this 
o the negotiation every preliminary reference to a loan, and every ex- 
planation reſpecting the ſpeech delivered by the Preſident. Do 
en in but take the trouble to peruſe anew the propoſitions which I 
ever/ tranſmitted to you on the 3oth Prairial; they contain all the ideas 
cha of the French government; and you cannot diſcover a word in 
that them that juſtifies your recurring to thoſe two queſtions. An 
odious intrigue had got hold of the buſineſs; the dignity of the 
government could not brook this interference, nor would it ſuffer 
the purity of its views to be degraded by ſuch an aſſociation. As 
to the preliminary meaſures which you ſuggeſt, Sir, the govern- 
ment has already anticipated your wiſhes; informations which 
they have lately received, acquaint them, it is true, that acts of 
violence have been committed againſt the commerce and the 
citizens of the United States, in the Antilles, and on the coaſts. 
Do them but the juſtice to believe that they need only to be in- 
formed of the facts, in order to diſavow all the proceedings that 
vere contrary to the laws of the republic, or to its deciſions. 
Theſegrievances are now about to be redreſſed, and orders are going 
out to the iſlands, to reduce every thing to its legal limits, till the 
moment arrives, when a friendly arrangement between France 
ind the United States ſhall have reſpectively re-eſtabliſhed the 
two countries in the enjoyment of their treaties. This moment, 
vir, cannot arrive too ſoon, I cannot ceaſe to regret that you 
tare been ſo reluctant to forward it, convinced, as I always am, 
tht you enjoyed full powers to that effect. Accept my belt 
viſhes for your happy voyage, and the aſſurance of my perfect 
conſideration, = | 


(Signed) C. M. TALLEYRAND PERIGORD. 


Kr. 


Petition 
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Petition of the Merchants | FED to the Proviſienary 
Esccutive Directory of the Batavian Republic, 
Amſterdam, Auguſt q. 
THERE is ſcarce any perſon among us who has not had oc 
ſion individually, from the number and preſſure of his neceſ 
ſities, to addreſs his bitter complaints to your boſoms, relative to 
, the hoſtile and violent treatment ariſing from the rapacity of the 
French privateers upon the ſeas, rivers, and even in the harbou 
of the republic. The unlawful capture of neutral ſhips, the 
ſeizure and confiſcation of the lading, which, as neutral or Bats 
vian property, ought to be held Bred, the manifeſt and de 
liberate violation of our territory—theſe are the cauſes upon 
which our complaints for tliefe ſix months paſt have been ground 
ed. Ihe perpetrators of thefe injuries, if we are well informe 
are not even provided with letters of marque, and have been looked 
upon by the French garriſons in no other light than a band of 
pirates. What ſtill augments our grief is, that theſe violations of 
our rights and our . have been committed by perſons 
calling themſelves French citizens, and whom it behoved to hare 
acted as friends and brothers. Theſe names, ſo dear to ou 
hearts, we had already adopted, and we dared to flatter ourſely 
that our allies would have been equally ſtruck with the dange 
which threatened the ſacred bands of our alliance, as well as the 
manifeſt rectitude of our claims. We had fondly flattered our 
ſelves, that our allies, who are ſurely not too great to be jult 
would ere this have been occupied with an inveſtigation of thelc 
abuſes, and the immediate remedy of them; but this hope (ll 
remains ungratified, and the evil increaſes.— The illicit praQtic 
are continued: indeed, ſo openly glaring and inſolent are thel 
violations of all right and juſtice, that, to ſay nothing of the tota 
ruin of our navigation, the political and moral n re 
ſulting from them are ſuch, that their bitterneſs not all th 
love of our country will be able to ſoften! We have alread 
referred our complaints to you individually, ſince which tl 
partial evils complained of have become general, and have unite 
us in the purſuit of redreſs. The avarice of French private 
has brought plunder to a regular ſyſtem; we y oa 4. com 
forward in a maſs, and in the name of the whole committee, 
claim all your vigilance- for obtaining juſtice for our exceller 
colleagues. We preſent to your view the diſtreſſing picture; 
picture which we however wiſh to conſign to oblivion, but not 
obliterate the crimes of our faithleſs enemies; for in preſentil 
this picture, we only perform an inferior part of our duty; 1 
happily another portion more important ſtill remains, which 15 
denounce to you a ſyſtem of piracy, unprecedented both in reſpe 
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19 to its object and its plan of execution. This unheard - of reſine- 
ment in piracy, which muſt be chronicled in a year in which we 
were in alliance, and living in peace and friendſhip with the 
French nation, has been planned and executed in broad daylight, 
in the centre of our republic : in ſpite of and in oppoſition to our 
laws, conſiſtent with this ſyſtem, mercenary and abandoned pri- 
ratcers, who deſtroy our navigation, would complete its ruin, by | 
ſettering its laſt th viz, the trade of this republic. The | 
reſſels Jeſtined for theſe depredations are even fitted out in our | 
own harbours. Even their own papers betray the fraudulent in- 
tentions of the owners. The French, who for ſome time ſince 
have been prohibited from engaging in the fitting out privateers in 
their own country, are received here with open arms. Here the 
muſter-rolls are drawn up, here the letters of marque, &c. are 
diſtributed, and the agents of the. French republic, reſiding at the 
different ports in particular, are privy to the fitting out of theſe 
hoſtile ſhips. But far from being intended to cruiſe againſt the , 
enemy, far from running the leaſt riſk on this accouat; theſe 
ſender veſſels proceed undiſturbed to the various places of their 
pretended deſtination. There they wait for their ſacrifices; there 
they lurk for that which may eſcape the open hoſtility of the 
Engliſh.. Yes, we tremble to ſay it (only truth and candour is 
the character of republicans), there can nothing eſcape the cruel 
of theſe freebooters. How is it, Citizens Directors, that the 
abuſes have been ſuffered to continue without interruption? Can 
any prudence reſtrain or check the laws againſt ſuch proceedings?— . 
or why are the laws ſuffered to ſleep? Thus far we have con- 
ſdered the ſubject only in a political point of view. When it is 
looked at as a commercial object, a number of queſtions much 
more alarming will be the natural reſult. But we will not wound 
your bleeding boſoms by a more open diſplay ; the more ſo as the 
Increaſing decay of our commerce muſt ever be a ſubjeQ of regret. 
No, Citizens Directors, the French DireQory is ignorant of 
theſe piracies—they have been perpetrated without their know- 
ledge—they have not even imagined that ſuch hoſtile abuſes could 
lave exiſted. The ſentiments which have hitherto animated them 
xe proofs to us of their ignorance of our complaints, and this i 
u preſent our only comfort and ſupport. The uſe you will 
of this repreſentation of our ſufferings, and the denunciation of 
this ſyſtem of rapine, are left to your pleaſure and diſcretion. It 
8 hoped the honeſt warmth, . candour, and uprightneſs of true 
republicans will afford a (till greater claim upon the good- will and 
tleem of the French Executive Directory. But it is not merely 
tte diſowning a handful of vile avaricious men, unworthy of the 
tame of French citizens, that we are warranted to expect from 
de magnanimity of the French Directory, to whom their pro- 

| | ccedings 


% 
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ceedings have been hitherto unknown; it-is not this alone that will 
anſwer the demands of a ſound policy. No; we are moreover 
convinced that the excellent deciſions of the firſt magiſtrates in 
Europe will clearly tend to ſhow their abſolute perſuaſion, that it 
is the intereſt even of the French republic to remove the grievances 
we complain of ; and that it is alſo requiſite for the ſafety of the 
neutral flags in our ports, as well as for the property of the Ban. 
vian merchants and others, that redreſs ſhould not be withheld, 

It may be aſked, whether the ports and rivers, now almoſt 
deſerted, ſhall be left in this ſituation? Whether the conſign- 
ments ſhall be given into other hands? Whether our navigation 
ſhall be given up, to increaſe and promote that of the common 
enemy? Is not the preſervation of theſe havens and ſea- port 
neceſſary for the ſupport of our allies, and the commerce of the 
North ?—the invaluable reſources of our marine, in receiving the 
various productions of pitch, tar, hemp, and all kinds of grain, 
Convinced by theſe conſiderations, the French Directory, we 
confidently truſt, will, through your repreſentations, take the 
moſt effectual meaſures for the purpoſe of putting an end to this 
barbarous ſyſtem (the object of our complaints). May this diſpo- 
ſition increaſe the friendly ſentiments of both nations, by an ever- 
laſting union, and draw cloſer the ſacred bands by which we are 
at preſent connected, and which can alone preſerve the indivi- 
fibility and welfare of both republics. | 

We ſubmit, Citizens Directors, our thoughts in the plain and 
fimple guiſe of truth, beſeeching you to make ſuch a uſe of theſe 
our requeſts, as your patriotic ſentiments, and the love of out 
dear country, may inſpire, Health and reſpect. 

By order of the above-mentioned committee, 


H. Bzoz, Sec, 


In regard to the depredations committed by French privateers 
upon the Dutch trade, the firſt chamber decreed, 

That no privateer be ſuffered to capture, in Dutch rivers and 
waters, any ſhip belonging to neutral or allied nations, under 
penalty of 3000 guilders, to be paid by the captain and crew of 
the privateer, two-thirds of which to go to the poor, and one- 
third to the crew of the ſhip which reſcues the captured ſhip; 
further, that, under the fame penalty, no prize of the above 
deſcription, when taken in foreign parts, ſhall be carried into any 


port of the 3 
The ſecond chamber ſanctioned the decree paſſed by the fi 


chamber, 


4 
Decret of the Legiſlative Body of Helvetia. © - 
THE Legiſlative Councils, conſidering that the legiſlators of 
the republic have ſacred duties to fulfil, after the ſad events 


— in which they have ſeen on one ſide a, portion of the children of 
u. Helvetia miſled by fanatical prieſts, and deceived by foreign and 

perfidious emiſfaries, riſe againſt the mother-country, abjure the 
n conſtitution which they had accepted, and arm againſt their bre-, 
g- ben; and on the other ſide, magiſtrates, equally courageous and. 
don Vile, repreſſing revolt by the ſole force of the republic, that is to 
* iy by the zeal of the good citizens who are animated by the love 
ont liberty and the Helvetic union; that they have ſeen too, the 


the BY brave French army laviſhing their blood in the i of their 
the WY :lies, and gaining a victory, affliting without doubt, becauſe 
ain, obtained over our miſled brethren ; but glorious and ſalutary, in- 


we WI :ſmuch as it overwhelms fanaticiſm, and eſtabliſhes the republic. | 
the pon baſes not to be ſhaken ;—confidering that as faithful organs 
this WJ of the Helvetic people, the repreſentatives ought to expreſs the. 


bo ſentiments as well as the will of the people, and that it belongs to 
wer- bem. to decree in their name to the valiant defenders of the, 
, are WY ountry the ſole recompence worthy. of them, the expreſſions of 
livi- de gratitude of a free le; to the rebels, and, above all, to, 

de infamous authors of this parricidal plot, the penalty due to 
\ and WJ "cir crimes :—finally, to the unfortunate who have ſuffered the 
&ltruive ſcourge of war, the ſuccours which they may expect 
om a mother-country :—the Legiſlative Councils taking into 
wnſideration the meſſage of the Directory of the 179th September, 
&cree, after having declared urgency : So 

1. The Legiſlative Body declare ſolemnly, that the French 
uny and the Citizen General Schawenbourg have deſerved well 
0 the Helvetic republic. 

2. Honourable mention ſhall be made in the regiſter of the 
wergetie conduct of Citizen Bolt, prefeR of the canton of Sentis, 
| the communes of the cantons that have riſen for the cauſe of 
deny; of Citizen Hoes, preſect of the canton of Linth; of the 
reſets of Lucerne and Wadſtatten; of the ſub-prefeas; of the 

mmunes and citizens of Helvetia who have ſignalized them= 
Eves for the maintenance of freedom and the conſtitution. 

3. The rebels, and principally the authors and accomplices in 
e conſpiracy againſt the country, ſhall be proſecuted criminally, 
ad tried according to the conſtitution, articles 93 and 94. 1 
4- The orphans left by the patriots who periſhed on that occa- 
ſhall be brought up at the expenſe of the republic. 

Finally, there ſhall be made throughout Helvetia a voluntary 
lection in favour of the perſons' burnt out in the diſtrict of 

Vor. VII, 4A Stantz, 
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Stantz, and of thoſe in the adjacent parts who may have ſuffered 


in conſequence of thoſe events: the amount of the collection ſhall Wi : 
be tranſmitted to the DireQory, who ſhall diſtribute it, 


* 
4 I 


Meſſage of the': Helvetic Directory on the 3d of October 1708, „ 
? 4. lebe, Bech in their Meth Far mig 
- THE Executive Directory expected with impatience the mo- 
--_ of yout union. It congratulates you on _ reſumed 
your labouts. The pure joy 1t experiences, and which it has d- 
ready exprefltd'to you, is a le pledge that it beholds in you, Ci- 
tizens Repreſentatives, its elder brothers, ſome time abſent from 
one common family, and returned to labour for its proſperity and 
happineſs. Since the period of our ſeparation, we have received 
the commercial advantages ſtipulated by our treaty with France, 
Thus this pledge, fo effential to our national exiſtence, has deen 
r ranger © | 
On the other hand, our foreign affairs are not become more 
auſpicious. Peace between the great powers ſeems to be far off, 
and we find them on the point of tenewing hoſtilities, without our 


zoſſeſſing the means of protectin ourſelves. We are furrounded i lb. 
by conſpirators and evil-miride! people, who correſpond with Bl in 
thoſe that wiſh to introduce ttouble and diſorders. Poſſeſſingi oy 
your confidence, and ſupported by you, Citizens Repreſentatives Wl (1 


we ſhall eſcape Whatever datigers may threaten us. We come 10888 vi; 
depoſit in your boſorn, our deyotiqn to the country, and our good wil 
wiſhes for the national repreſentation. ee 
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Proclamation of the Auftrian | General on entering the Country of t! 


_ 


riſons. ; 

THE lawful chiefs and magiſtrates of the laudable republic c oy 
the three orders in Rheria, appointed and authorized in leg 854 
form, having, in virtue po —_ eternal e — w_ — 

plied to his Imperial Apoſtolic Majeſty for the preſeru; 

4 and — of the — eee mac ar Poor and trat "wh 
quillity of their country, his Imperial Royal Apoſtolic Ma reſp 
has, in conſideration bf the ſubſiſting treaties, moſt graciouln | 
Charged us to advance with the corps of troops under our orders ini rig 
the country of the Griſons, for the ſole purpoſe of aſſerting, | mie 

compliance with the above requeſt, the independence and integen Y 

of the Rhetian republic, and to maintain the ancient conſtitutic * 

of the country, the dignity and authority of the magiſtrates la bla 


fully appointed, and the enjoyment of all the liberties, rights, ® 
privileges of nn”) | „ eee e 
| | 
/ 


ö 
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red The underſigned commanding General announces therefore to 
hall all citizens, communes, high courts, and orders throughout Rhe- 
tia, that they are to conſider the march of the Imperial royal troops 

into their country as a friendly, peaceful, and prompting meaſure, 

having no other object than to co-operate; with the preſent law ful 

„ i WM government in the preſervation of the lawful order, conſtitution, 
and tranquillity, WIR | ED Ky 
(Signed) * AUFFENBERG, | _ | | 
 Major-general of his Imperial Royal. Apoſtolic 


mo- 

* Majeſty, and commanding General of the troaps 
Ci. ; detached to the country of. the Griſonss. 
"Io Feldkirch, 12th Oftober 1798. : ak oh 
and — | — 
— Proclamation by the General in Chief to the French Army in 
deen | Switzerland. | ” 
My Comrades, | 


THE treaty, of alliance concluded. between the Helvetic and 

French republics has given you an idea of the efteem which 
our government has for a nation celebrated for its ancient love of 
liberty, You have been victorlous to your own diſadvantage. By 
an unfortnnate error, while you th you were defending your 
own independence, you have been defending the privileges of a 
ſew families. The moment is arrived when Helvetians, min- 
gling in your ranks, will follow the traces of their forefathers, and 
vill ſhare your glory and your dangers. If the gold of the Eng- 
lim and their intrigues retard the A which humanity „ 
and the French government cordially wiſhes, what hope can remain 
io enemies ſo often vanquiſhed by us, when we are united with a 
nation which has more than once proved its bravery ? 

My comrades, the Helvetic Directory has invited its fellow- 
citizens to hold themſelves _— to march in defence of the coun- 
try, When circumſtances ſhall require them ta join us, you will 
ind in them friends and brothers, and you will both be eager to 
emulate each other in valour and courage. You qught to rekindle 
thoſe ſentiments in your hearts, by redoubling your affection for 
atizens who ſhare their habitations with you, and by ſhowing your 
reſpe&t for the conſtituted authorities. 4 

May an union the moſt cordial, a friendſhip the moſt intimate, 
eign between the Helvetie and French republics ; and may that 
union operate as an example to yours with the Helvetians ! 

You will thus fulfil my deareſt wiſh. We: ſhall be all more 
happy, and the hopes of our common enemies will' yet be, anni- 


lated, ("IP 2 1 
_ (Signed) SCHAWENBOURG, 


mY Order 


(58) 
| Order of the Day of the 11th Brumaire. 
#2 The General in Chief, Brune, to the Army. 

ROM the moment the Executive Directory entruſted me with 
the command of the army of Italy, I applied myſelf to re- 
lieve all your wants, and every day your confidence and my zeal 
have made. new progreſs. A witneſs to your generous devotion, 
I burnt to conduct you to the field of glory. ff ill-adviſed kings 
are weary of peace, this advantage is reſerved to General Jouhert. 
I fball applaud your ſucceſs, wiſhing that the word Victory may 
echo on the banks of the Texel. | | 
| (Signed) Bauxx. 
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Extract of a Letter from Citizen n Conſul of the French 
Republic at Buchareſt, dated the 23d Fructidor (Sept, 29). 


| GELIM III. has diſpatched into all parts of his dominions, 
firmans, declaring war againſt the French republic, and an- 
nouncing, that the Sublime Porte has requeſted the aſſiſtance of 
Ruſſia, This union of the Porte with its natural enemy is 2 
Political monſtroſity at which the inhabitants of this city loudly 
expreſs their aſtoniſhment. | 72 45 
| * conſequence of the declaration of war, and by orders from 
the Porte, } have been arreſted, and confined in a monaſtery, 
where I muſt wait the deciſion of my fate, reſpeRing which there 
are different opinions. Some think that I ſhall be ſent to Con- 
ſtantinople, to ſhare the lot of Citizen Ruffin, whilſt others be 
lieve that, after a few months detention, I ſha]l be permitted to 
return to Paris. There are others ſtill who entertain eonjeQures 
of a more alarming nature. I am reſigned to either event; and 
in every ſituation I ſhall maintain an appearance becoming a 
republican. | ” | 


% 
— 


——— CG 
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Army of England, 24th Military Diviſion. 


PROCLAMATION. 


Barthelemi Frangois Berguinot, Commandant of the Departments 7 
the Dyle, of Jemappe, and of the two Nethes, to the Inhabitanis 
of the Canton of Malines and the neighbouring Communts. 


Citizens, 


Tk facred tree of liberty has been cut down on the 2 The 
L tricoloured flag has been torn down. The priſons have been 
thrown open. he ſanctuary of the laws has been i 


A 
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and the archives which it contained burnt and deſtroyed. The 
republicans have been aſſaſſinated, and frightful ſcenes are paſſing 

under your eyes. Theſe are nevertheleſs the inhabitants of Bel- 

um, who have thus deſpiſed the laws of the French republic. 

with hatever may be their ſenſeleſs projet, whoever have been the 
perfidious agents who incite them, I declare the place of Malines 
zal in a ſtate of ſiege, as well for the purpoſe of preventing the vffects 
* of this dreadful inſurrection, as to grant protection to the peace · 
die inhabitants againſt all attacks of the ill- iſpoſed. I direct 
den in conſequence that the well - diſpoſed retire peaceably into 
their houſes after night-fall, unleſs they ſhould be provided with 
lights. Thoſe who ſhall be found without them ſhall be conduQted 
I to the commandant of the gendarmerie. I — require 
that the municipal adminiſtration of the canton of Malines ſhall 

— = cauſe the preſent proclamation to be printed, publiſhed, and 
poſted up in both languages, to-the number of two thouſand co- 


ies. 
| Head Quarters, Malines, the 1½ Brumaire, 
ions, 7th year of the French republic, 22d of 
| an- OFober d * 
of | (Signed) + BerGuINoOT. 
is 2 8 ss 
udly — — — — 


Buonaparte, Commander in Chief, to the Pacha of Cairo. 


rom THE intention of the French republic in taking poſſeſſion of 
Egypt has been to expel the Mamelukes, who were at once 


"4 rebels againſt the Porte, and avowed enemies of the French go- 
. rernment. 
; 0 At this moment that ſhe finds herſelf miſtreſs of it, in conſe- 


| quence of the ſignal victory obtained by her army, her deſign is to 
ure” BY {ecure to the Pacha of the Grand Seignior his revenues and his 
exiſtence, _ 
8 7 | entreat you, therefore, to aſſure the Porte, that it ſhall ex- 
perience no loſs, and that I ſhall take care it ſhall receive the 
* lame tribute which was previouſly — to it. | PS,” 
| (Signed) BuONArARTE. 


— —— — 


1 


— 


trritt of the Executive Directory, on the 8th Brumaire ( Oct. 29). 


HE Executive Directory, in conſequence of the report of the 
miniſter of foreign relations, obſerving that the ſquadrons, 
Pivateers, and ſhips both of England and of Ruſſia are in a 
Feat meaſure equipped by foreigners; | 
ing moreover, that this violation is a manifeſt abuſe of the 
hu of nations, and that the European powers have taken no ſteps 


o check it, decrees : | - 
g rt. 


ff MF 


Art. I. That every perſon, either native or originally from the 
countries in amity or alliance with France, or in a ſtate of neu. 
trality, who is bearer of a commiſſion granted by the enemies of 
France, or who compoſes a part of the crews of the ſhips of war 
or others belonging to the enemy, ſhall, by virtue of this a& 
alone, be declared a traitor, and treated as ſuch, without his being 
permitted, in any caſe whatever, to plead that he was-compelled 
into ſuch ſervice by force, threats, or otherwiſe. 

Art. II. The Executive Directors of the Batavian, Ligurian, 
Ciſalpine, and Roman republics, ſhall be informed of ſuch threat, 
Art. III. The proviſions contained in the firſt article ſhall be 
notified to neutral, and to the powers allied with the French re- 

ublic. ; | | 
0 Art. IV. The miniſter of foreign relations is charged with the 
execution of the preſent arrete, which ſhall be publiſhed in the 
bulletin of the laws. 9 | by 
(Signed) - TREILHARD, Preſident. 
|  LaGaARDE, Sec. Gen. 


- Arrlit of the Executive Direftory. 


THE Executive Directory, deſirous of determining the mode 
in which its arrcete of the 8th of Brumaire is carried into execu- 
tion, has reſolved as follows: 


Art. I. In execution of the 3d article of the arrbté of the Exe- 
cutive Directory, of the 8th of this month, the allied or neutral BY i:. 
powers ſhall be invited to adopt the neceſſary meaſures to recall Bl (ry 
within a certain fixed time thoſe ſeamen of their reſpeQive m- . 
tions, who are actually employed on board ſhips and other vellels N ton 
belonging to England. 1 lie 

3 It. The ambaſſadors, miniſters, and envoys of the repub- his 
with the ſaid powers, ſhall receive peculiar inſtructions on this Wl or e 
ſfubject. 3 | | Me oa us the 

Art. III. The epocha of the execution of the arreté of the 8th E 
Brumaire ſhall be red by a ſubſequent arretE. e of | 

Art. IV. The miniſter for foreign affairs is directed to attend Bi fe 
in concert with the miniſter of the marine to the execution of this WY bein 
preſent arrete. he i 

| fore 
the | 

ever 

1 

Dut 

; lefſ 

to t] 

ud 


PAR 


(/ 58 ) 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 


IRISH PARLIAMENT. ol 


Steech of his Excellency. the Lord Lieutenant from the Throne, | 
on the 16th Fan. 1798, at the Meeting of Parliament. Wh 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


JHAVE his Majeſty's commands to aſſemble you in Parliament 
at this important period, and to reſort to your deliberation and 
advice, TBA 
When I reflect on the tranquillity which attended the late ge- 
neral election, I have juſt ground to believe that the wiſdom and 
hrmneſs which were anifiſted by the late Parliament were felt 
and approved by the nation at large, and that your conduct will 
de actuated by ſimilar principles in defence of our happy conſti- 
lution, 18 | F WE 
It muſt have given you great concern to learn that his Ma- 
jeſty's endeavours to reſtore the bleſſings of peace have been again 


recall I fruſtrated by the deſperate ambition of the French government. 
em. I have his Majefty's commands to lay before you his royal Declara- 
jelſels BH tion, and the various papers which paſſed in the courſe of the 

lie negotiation, in which the magnanimity and moderation of 
— lis Majeſty were ſo eminently diſplayed, as to leave uo pretext 
n this 


or colour for the inſidious conduct and fallacipus ſtatements of 


the enemy, 

His Majeſty relies with confidence on the ſpirit of his people 
of Ireland, who are ſenſible of their duty to their God, their 
lovereign, and their country. He knows they are incapable of | 
being intimidated by any threats, or deluded by any offers; and 
te implicitly depends on the valour of his regular and militia 
forces, the actibe loyalty of the diſtri corps, the courage of 
de nation, and the proweſs of his fleets and armies, for defeating 
ery hoſtile attempt which may be made on this kingdom. 

The late onal victory of Admiral Lord Duncan over the 
Dutch ſquadron, achieved on their, own coaſts with ſuch pro- 
&fſional kill and heroic 2 has not only added freſh luſtre 
o the glory of his Majeſty's navy, but has given new ſtrength 
110 ud ſecurity to all his Majeſty's dominions. | | 


Gentlemen 


the demands of former periods will not recur, yet I fear the ge- 


have been ordered into that part of the kingdom, have not yet 


- 


in continuing that protection to the Proteſtant charter 


all means are tried to excite the people to rebellion and revolt— 


( 552" ) 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, in 
I have ordered the public accounts and the eſtimates for the es 


ſuing year to be laid before you. I lament that additional bur- . 


dens are ſtill neceſſary, in order to maintain the honour and ſecu- 
rity of the empire in the preſent exigency ; and although from : 
the ſtate of preparation in which this kingdom. ſtands, ſome of ill 


neral expenſe of the enſuing year will not admit of any conſi- 
derable reduction. When you reflect on all you have to pre- 
ſerve, and all you have to expect from the enemy you have to 
combat with, I doubt not the ſupplies will be cheerfully granted. — 
I ſhall endeavour, on my part, that they ſhall be faithfully ap- 
plied. 1 ö ö wt 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | | 

In confequence of the addreſſes of the Houſes of Lords and T 
Commons in May laſt, I directed immediate and [vigorous mea» Will gde 
ſures to be taken for repreſſing diſaffection in the northern parts Wl hu 
of the kingdom, and for reſtoring ſecurity and confidence to the Bll ..; 


loyal and well-diſpoſes ; the effect of which has been manifeſted dur 
in the return of ſubordination and - induſtry in that quarter. 


Other attempts have ſince been made by the leaders of the diſ- hap 
affected in ſome parts of the midland and ſouthern diſtricts with i 
too much ſucceſs, and emiſſaries have been employed, and publi- _ 


cations have been circulated by them, to revive religious animoſi- 
ties, and to open proſpects of plunder, by which means the 
lower claſſes have been excited to commit acts of the moſt hornd 
outrage and barbarity. I have to lament that the diligence and 
activity of the magiſtrates, though aſſiſted by the troops which 8 
been able entirely to put a ſtop to thoſe diſturbances. Conſtant fel 
vigilance and unremitting exertions continue to be neceſſary when 


when a ſyſtematic plan of aſſaſſination is adopted and encou- 
raged, and when the moſt audacious attempts are made to im- 
pede and prevent the adminiſtration of juſtice. _ .. 

Amidſt your exertions for the defence of the kingdom, I muſt 
not omit to recommend to you not to relax your attention to 1ts 
commerce, its agriculture, and its manufactures, and eſpecially 
to that of the linen ; nor will your liberality be leſs e 
and the other charitable inſtitutions under which. they have ſo 
long flouriſhed. . 

His Majeſty has commanded me to declare to you, that he 
firm reſolution is taken in the preſent arduous conteſt. He wil 
not be wanting to his people, but with them will ſtand. or i 

| 4 
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in the defence of their religion, and in the preſervation of the in- 
dependence, laws, and liberties of his kingdoms. | 


ed It will be à ſource of infinite ſatisfaction to my mind, if, in 
ur- the execution of my duty, I can contribute to ſupport the gene- 
ou rous determination of my ſovereign and maintain the ſafety and 


om roſperity of his people. I rely upon your advice and co- ope- 
of e and, fuel by them, I look forward with confidence to a 
e. bappy iſſue of the conteſt in which we are engaged. 


ll Addreſſes were moved in both Houſes, and carried unani- 
mouſly, ] | Py | 
e to 
ed, — — — — 
I the Houſe of Lords, on the 19th February 1798, Earl Meira 
| made the following Motion. | | 


THAF an humble addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, repreſenting that as Parliament hath con- 
nes. fided to his Excellency extraordinary powers for ſupporting the 
ans BS laws, and for defeating any traitorqus combinations which may 
the WHY exiſt in this 4%. I this Houſe feels it, at the ſame time, a 
duty to recommend the adoption of ſuch conciliatory meafures as 

ner: Bl may allay the apprehenſions and. extinguiſh the diſcontents un- 

opily prevalent in this country. Sts | 
with [This motion was negatived by a majority of 44 contents 


. 


— gainſt 9 non-contents, ] 

the | : 

orrid Againſt this Deciſion the following Proteſi was entered. 

"or Diſſentient, | | 
= | BECAUSE. that at a moment when Government has thought 
Rant elf obliged to exert unuſual rigour, it appears the extreme of 
when WY "policy not to profeſs the reluctance with which, ſuch ſeveri- 


ties are enforced, and the wiſh of Government to conciliate the 
minds of the people by a gentler courſe, 
(Signed) | 


* 


GRAN ARD. ARRAN, | 
Mo1Ra. W. Down and Coxxox. 
CHARLEMONT. R. 

| MoUNTCASHEL,. Proxy. 


—— B 


_— 


In the Houſe of Commons, on the 5th March 1798, | the following 
Motion was made by Sir Lawrence Parſons. 


THAT a Committee be appointed to inquire into the flate of 
the country, and to ſuggeit ſuch meaſures as are likely to 

Onciliate the popular mind and reſtore tranquillity. : 

Vox. VII. 4 B : {This 


* 
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© [This motion was negatived by a majority of 156 againſt 19. 
Lord Corry, immediately after the diviſion, moved, and the 
Houſe voted, an addreſs of thanks to the Lord Lieutenant, 
for the good conſequences to the country from the vigorous 
meaſures purſued b kis Excellency's government in Ulſter, and 
pledging the firm ſupport of the Houſe in purſuit of thoſe mea- 
ſures, and to the reſtoration of perfeR tranquillity.) 


— 


— — 


Speech of the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons to bis Excellenc) the 
IM — Lieutenant on the 24th March 1798. — 


May it pleaſe your Excelleney, a | 


ARGE as the ſupplies of the laſt ſeſſion were beyond all 
former grants, theſe which the Commons now offer to his 
Majeſty are not inferior; they go to the fulleſt extent of every 
ſervice propoſed by Government, and are given with an unani- 
mity and zeal which mark the unalterable- determination of this 
kingdom to ſtand or fall with Great Britain, -and ſhow that our 
vigour riſes as the vaunting menaces of the enemy increaſe. 
With the ſame unapimity we have yoted the maintenance of an 
army far greater than was ever kept up by this kingdom during 
any preceding war; and we have continued to them the augment- 
ation of pay which was granted by the laſt Parliament, and 
which your Excellency did juſtly ſtate to that Parliament to be 3 
ſeaſonable and honourable acknowledgment on their part of the 
ſteadineſs and loyalty of that army. The preſent Parliament feels 
the ſame ſentiments towards them. Repeated experience of the 
order and ajacrity which they have ſhown on every occaſion that 
has offered, confirms his Majeſty's faithful Commons in thoſe 
fentiments; and we join moſt cordially with his Majeſty in his 
firm. reliance on the valour of his regular and militia forces in 
this kingdom, which his Majeſty has > pleaſed to expreſs in 
his gracious anſwer to our addreſs this ſeſſion. RY 
hile the courage, the vigour, and the diſcipline of thoſe 
forces muſ} render them formidable to the enemy and inſure his 
defeat, ſhould he be deſperate enough to attempt invaſion, their 
zeal, and that of the yeomen, to put down rebellion, to cruſh 
inſurrection, and to aſſt the executive power in proteQing 
loyal, the innocent, and well-diſpoſed, affords the moſt con- 
vincing proof of their ardent and unſhakable attachment to | 
beſt ſovereign and beſt conſtitution that ever bleſſed a free 
happy people. We are free—and' we will not tamely give UP 
our happineſs. The loyal ſpirit of the nation is able to cruſh 
rebellion to atoms, wherever it ſhall dare to ſhow itſelf; and 
with the firmneſs which ſo ſtrongly marks your Excellency $ cha- 
 paRter, with the conſtant ſucceſs which has attended ever) yy 


n 
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ous meaſure that neceſſity has called on your Excellency to adopt, 
we have nothing to fear. We have, indeed, to lament, that 
traitorous conſpiracies can ſtill continue, and that any men can 
be found in the land ſo loſt to every ſenſe of patriotiſm, of hu- 
manity, of duty to themſelves, their country, and their God, 


| as to degrade the nation and the name of Iriſhman, by acts of 


ingratitude, barbarity, and aſſaſſination, which would debaſe a 
ſavage —acts which call for the heavy hand of juſtice, and which 
the ordinary power of the laws' has proved inadequate to prevent 
the melancholy and frequent repetition of. 

But while we lament ſuch a mortifying calamity, we have the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing how little its malignant influence, or the 
efforts of an exaſperated and revengeful enemy, has affected 
our commercial proſperity. 

Notwithſtanding the largeneſs of the ſupplies, we have conti- 
nued the uſual bounties and encouragement to the trade, the 
agriculture, and the manufaQtures of the kingdom; and we ſee, 
with ſincere gratification, the deſirable effects of thoſe encou- 
ragements, in the great increaſe of trade during the war, in the 
general confidence which attends private as well as public cre- 
dit, in the unuſual plenty which our agriculture ſupplies, and in 
the proſperous ſtate of all our manufactures, but moſt particu- 
larly of our great ſtaple, the linen, t 


—— 2 — 
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In the Houſe of Lords, on the 2 April 1798, the Earl of Glan- 
dore made the following Motion. 


THAT an addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the Lord 

Lieutenant, expreſſing. the thanks of the Houſe for the 
proclamation iſſued by his Excellency and the Council on the 
zoth of March“, and the full conviction of the Houſe, from 
the ſtate of the kingdom, of the neceſlity for ſtrong and decided 


meaſures. | | 
[This motion was carried by a majority of 34 contents againſt 
3 non-contents, ] | : 


. 


— 


In the Hauſe of Commons, on the 2d May 1 798, Mr. Vandeleur 
moved the following Addreſs to his Excellency, 
THAT he would be pleaſed to order to be laid before the 


Houſe copies of all orders given to general officers in Ire- 
land, ſince the oth of March laſt, N 


Cc. 


— 
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. [No deciſion was come to by the Houſe upon the above wo- 
tion, on account of there being an inſufficient attendance of 
members.] | 3 PTY 


* * i 4 


— 


* 


On the 22d May 1798, Lord Viſcount Caftlereagh preſented to ihe 
Houſe of Commons tbe following Meſſage from his Excellency. 


IAM to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, that in conifequence 
of the diſorders which have taken place in the neighbouring 
counties, and of the preparations which appeared to be makin 
by the difaffected in this metropolis and its vicinity, the magil- 
trates thought it proper to apply to the Lord Lieutenant ahd Priyy 
Council, to place the city under the provifiohs of the act paſſed 
in the thirty-ſixth year of his Majeſty's reign, more effeQtually to 
| fuppreſs inſurrections and prevent the diſturbance of the public 
peace : this application has dern complied with; and I am now, 
with the utmoſt concern, to inform the Houſe of Commons, that 
I have received information that the diſaffected have been daring 
enough to form a plan for the purpoſe of poſſeſſing themſelves, 
ia the'courfe of the preſent Wil, of the metropolis, of ſeizing 
the ſeat of government, and thofe in authority within the city, 
In conſequence of this information, I have directed every mi- 
litary precaution to be taken which ſeemed expedient, -I have 
made full communication to the magiſtracy for tHe direction of 
their efforts, and 1 have no doubt that, by the meaſures which 
will be purſued, the deſigns of the rebellious will be effeQually 
and entirely cruſhed. | „„ oo OG 
I have taken the earlieſt opportunity of making this communi- 
cation, and have the fulleſt confidence that I ſhall be ſupported by 
the Commons in ſuch meaſures as ſhall be necelfary. really to 
ſuppreſs the rebellious conſpiracy which exiſts in this Ling: 
[In conſequence of which the following reſolutions were 
unanimouſly agreed to by the Houſe of Commons, who imme- 
diately, with their Speaker, proceeded on foot to the Calle, 
and preſented them to his Excellency. ] 


Reſolved, | TON | 
THAT an humble addreſs be preſented to his ExceMlency the 
Lord Lieutenant, to return his Excellency our ſincere thanks for 

the meſſage he has ſent this day to the Houſe. 1 
ITbe intelligence it communicates fills us with indignation 
and horror, whilſt it rouſes in us a ſpirit of determined reſolution 


and energy. 212 . 


(Cs) 


We rely upon the vigilance and vigour of hls Excellency's 

covernment, which, we truſt, will continue unabated, till the 

conſpiracy, which ſo fatally exiſts, be utterly diſſolved. . Senſible 

of the danger which ſurrounds-us, we are fully prepared to meet 

i under his Excellency's auſpices ; and we feel aſſured, that his 

ie WH ſucceſsful efforts in the cauſe of out ſovereign and the conſtitu- 
tion, will ſoon be crowned with univerſal gratitude, not only 
from the loyal, who have ſtood their ground with firmneſs, but 
from the deluded, who have been traitorouſly ſeduced. 


- 5 which the Lord Lieutenant returned the following an- 
| ſwer. „ Ie ' 


fil. THE manner in which the Houſe of Commons has ex- 
Wy Wpreſſed its approbation of my conduct calls for expreſſions, on 
led y part, to which no language I can uſe is equal. The wiſ- 
' to om, the firmneſs, and the ſpirit; which have been manifeſted, 
lic eoring the whole of this eventful period, by the Houſe of Com- 
W, BW nons, and the pechliat promptitude, alacrity, and unanimity, 
hat which have been evinced, muſt tend, in the moſt effectual man- 
ing er, to cruſh rebellion and to fave the ſtate. 


ing [A meſſage to the ſame effect having been ſent by the Lord 
iy. Lieutenant to the Houſe of Lords, their Lordſhips voted the 
mi- ollowing addreſs, and preſented it to his Excellency in the ſame 
ave nanner, | / 


1 of WE cannot repreſs our indignant emotions at thoſe deſperate 
&igns which have been communicated to us, nor ſufficiently 
pplaud the vigilance and vigour which are exerted to defeat - 
dem. With firm and collected reſolution, we expreſs a full 
cußdence that his Excellency will proceed in his meaſures with 
nrelaxed effort; we engage to him our full ſupport, ſtrength- 
md by the increaſed activity of the loyal, and the repentance of 
the deluded, The well-dire&ed force of Government cannot fail 
b extinguiſh the conſpiracy which diſgraces the kingdom; and 


Q T 


j 


vere lis Excellency will ſoon reap the fruits of his unremitting atten- 
* den to public ſafety in the approbation of his ſovereign and in 
* 


"Rt gratitude of the people. 
[To which his Excellency returned the following anſwer.] 


YOUR approbation of the meaſures I have taken, ſo ar- 
Emy, immediately, and unanimouſly conveyed, affords me the 
heſt gratification : you cannot doubt of my vigorous perſe- 
trance in what you have approved; nor can I heſitate as to 
de ſpeedy ſucceſs of thoſe efforts which are ſo warmly ſeconded 
the energy of the legiſlature, and by the loyal ſpirit which is 
conſpicuouſly and generally diſplayed. : 


On 


jects are hereby required to take notice. 


the advice of the Privy Council, however we may lament its 
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On the 24th May Lord Caſtlereagh preſented to the Houſe tht 
lowing Meſſage from the Lord Lieutenant; a 
CAMDEN. Fa SI erik 
] HAVE thought it my indiſpenſable duty, by and with 1 
advice of the Privy Council, under the preſent circumſtang 


of this kingdom, to iſſue a proclamation, a copy of which 
have ordered to be laid before the Houſe of Commons. i 


| —— 
By the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 


A PROCLAMATION, \ 
CAMDEN. 
HIS Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, by and with the a 
vice of the Privy Council, has iſſued orders to all the gene 
officers commanding his Majeſty's forces to puniſh all perk 
acting, aiding, or in any manner aſliſting in the rebellion wud 
now exiſts within this kingdom, and has'broken out in the me 
daring and violent attacks upon his Majeſty's forces, according 
martial law, either by death or otherwiſe, as to them ſhall ſee 
right and expedient, for the puniſhment and ſuppreſſion of 
rebels in their ſeveral diſtrits: of which all his Majeſty's fu 


Given at the council chamber in Dublin, the 24th day 


| God ſave the King. bh 
5 a | late | 
De following Reſolution, in Anfwer to the above Meſſage, u 
moved by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and carried nei 
con. 3 b a 
Reſolved, 


THAT an humble addreſs be preſented to his Excellency! 
Lord Lieutenant, to expreſs our cordial acknowledgment fort brces 
meſſage ſent this day by his Excellency to the Houſe, Wee heir 
tirely approve the deciſive meaſure his Excellency has taken 


oeſſity. We renew our engagement of ſupport ; and when 
reflect on the general firmneſs and vigour which are manife ! 
we _ the fulleſt aſſurance that the rebellion will be ſpeca l 
cru | 
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. Tueſday, June 17, the follewing Meſſage from the Lord Liew- 
— was fer to the Houje of 2 by Lord Caffie- 
reagb. f | 


ith M ConmwaLts. | F 
ſtance : | 
dich HA VE received the King's commands to acquaint the Houſs 


of Commons, that his Majeſty, notwithſtanding his juſt ab- 
jorrence of the unnatural and unprovoked rebellion which has 
roken out in this kingdom, yet being ever diſpoſed to exert, as 
xr as poſſible, his royal prerogative of mercy, and to receive 
gin under his royal protection thoſe who by the arts of 
icked and deſigning men have been ſeduced from their alle- 
ance, has ſignified his gracious intention of granting his ge- 
eral and free pardon for all offences committed on or before a 


the ain day, upon ſuch conditions, and with ſuch exceptions, as 
- may be compatible with the public ſafety ; for carrying which 


eyevolent purpoſe into execution, his Majeſty has ſignified his 
racious intention of ſanCtioning, in the uſual form, by his royal 


7 ure, a bill for that purpoſe, previous to its being ſubmitted 
y- bor the concurrence of Parliament. "us. 
| of His Majeſty has alſo directed me to lay before you ſeveral 


nportant papers, Which may afliſt you in unfolding the nature 
and extent of the conſpiracy which has long prevailed in this 
ingdom ; not doubting that whilſt your endeavours are directed 
give effect to the gracious intentions of his Majeſty, that 
you will feel it your indiſpenſable duty to conſider of and ad 
ſuch meaſures of ſalutary precaution as may tend to ſecure 
late hereafter againſt the machinations of the diſaffected. 

In your deliberations, the ſufferings of his Majeſty's loyal 
ubjets will naturally receive your attention; — I recom- 
nend to you the framing of effectual meaſures for ere x 
heit loſſes, and bringing their claims under the conſideration 

1 \ 


Parliament. 


2% 
4 ve 


| The numerous and continued advantages of his Majeſty's 
fort borces oyer the rebels, afford me juſt ground to belieye, ; way as 
We eW'cir hopes of ſucceſs muſt have failed, ſo the obſtinacy of 
ken i beir reſiſtance will ſpeedily ceaſe. The generals under my 

| its 08m mand haye received, and ſhall continue to receive, the 
hen "lt poſitive orders to proceed againſt them with unceaſing ac- _ 
vifellennm' "ily and vigour: and I ſhall not ſuffer their exertions to re- 


ax ſo long as any body of them whatever ſhall remain in arms 
yanſt his Majeſty's peace. | kh 


Lord 
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Lerd Caſilerragh moved the \following Reſalutian,. in Anſwer to the 
above Meſſage. It was carried unanimouſly, 


THAT an humble addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, to requeſt his Excellency will lay before his 
Majeſty the ſincere acknowledgments of his faithful Commons 
for the gracious communication which has been made by his Ei- 
cellency, in his Majeſty's name, to this Houſe, 

That we ſhould be dead to every feeling of loyalty and grati- 
tude, if we did not moſt unequivocally declare, that his Ma- 
jeſty's reign has been one continued ſeries of beneficent conde- 
ſcenſion and favouring grace to his ſubjects of this kingdom; 
that under his benevolent auſpices his Majeſty's kipgdom of 
Ireland had riſen to a height of profperity unhoped for and un- 

aralleled in any former ra ; that our commerce had been 
argely extended, our conſtitution highly improyed, and every 
claſs of a Ne conciliated by the moſt liberal acts of concel- 
ſion and indulgence—that feeling from this conduct in his Ma- 
jeſty's adminiſtration, that the duties of allegiance and loyalty 
became daily ſtronger in proportion to the benefits which were 
experienced, we cannot repreſs our indignation. at the ingrati- 
tude of thoſe who have inſtigated the people to forget ſuch ob- 
ligation, and to engage in conſpiracy, treaſon, and rebellion. 

That we obſerve, with the warmeſt admiration, that no de- 
merit, no crime in his ſubjects can extinguiſh. the workings of 
mercy in the royal breaſt, and that his Majeſty is ever more will- 
ing to conſign their offences to oblivion, upon , ſuch conditions 
and with ſuch exceptions as may be compatible with the public 
ſafety, than to, puniſh them with that ſeverity which they ſo 
fully deſerve; that a conduct ſo conciliatory and beneyolent mult 
deeply penetrate the heart of every ſubject; and whilſt it is our 
bounden duty to form the ſtrongeſt guards for the general ſecu- 
rity, and for maintaining the rights of his Majeſty's throne 

againſt the future machinations of the diſaffected, we ſhall ever 
- Keep in view the humane diſpoſitions of the royal mind, and 
endeayour to render his Majelty's mercy complete and effics- 
cious; that we requeſt' his Excellency will communicate to his 
Majefty our fincere thanks for ordering to be laid before us ſe- 
veral important papers, which may aſſiſt us in 3 the ex- the 
rent of the conſpiracy which has long prevailed in this kingdom, I hap 
and we ſhall refer them to ſuch an examination as their peculiar the 
nature may properly demand. | aids 

That we fhall immediately attend to the ſufferings of thole obj 
loyal ſubjects whoſe families and property have been injured bf thei 
the rebels, and ſhall endeavour to aſcertain their loſſes in ſuch a 
manner as to bring the claims which reſult from them to the 


fulleſt conſideration z that we truſt, from the valour of all hs mer 
5 | 2s 
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Majeſty's forces, their numerous and ſignal ſucceſſes, and from 


the late entire a > which the rebels have experienced, from 
the vigorous meaſures which have been adopted by his Excellency, 
all future reſiſtance will ſpeedily terminate. | 

Thoſe offers of mercy to the repentant, thoſe meaſures of vi- 
gour againſt the obſtinate, which are the wiſe reſult of his Ex- 


cellency's councils, cannag fail finally to extinguiſh the preſent 


rebellion, and to reſtore the invaluable bleſſings of ſubo ion 
and peace. | 


—_— 


His Excellency's Speech to both Houſes on the 6th MOcrober 1798, on 
proroguing the Parliament. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
] HAVE the ſatisfaction of acquainting you, that I have received 

the King's commands to releaſe you from your long and fa- 
tiguing attendance in Parliament ; and I am ordered to thank you, 
in his Majeſty's name, for the unſhaken firmneſs and magnani- 
mity with which you have met the molt trying difficulties, and 
with which the meaſures have been planned, which you have 
adopted for the preſervation of your country. 

I offer you my molt ſincere congratulations on the glorious vie- 
tory which has been obtained by his Majeſty's ſquadron under the 
command of Sir Horatio Nelſon, over the French fleet in the 
Mediterranean, which not only reflects the higheſt honour on the 
officers and ſeamen by whonf it has been achieved, but affords a 
proſpect of the moſt beneficial conſequenceg.to the future intereſts 
of the Britiſh empire. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


I am commanded to convey to you his Majeſty's particular 


thanks for thee ſupplies which you have ſo liberally granted, and 

by which you have manifeſted both the extent of the reſources 

which this kingdom poſſeſſes, and the ſpirit with which they are 

— by the Commons of Ireland for the preſervation of the 
te. | 


His Majeſty laments the neceſſity which calls for the impoſition 
of freſh burdens on his Majeſty's ſubjeQs ; but he truſts that 
they will ſee how much their preſent ſafety and their future 
happineſs depend on their exertion in the arduous conteſt in which 
they are engaged; and he aſſures his faithful Commons, that the 
aids which they have afforded ſhall be carefully applied to the great 
object of maintaining the honour and promoting the intereſt of 
their country, | 

My Lords and Gentlemen, . 

The circumſtances which have taken place ſince its cofnmence- 
ment, muſt render this ſeiſion very memorable, 

Vor. VII. 40 The 


- 
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The fouleſt and darkeſt conſpiracy was formed, and long car. 
ried on by the implacable enemy of theſe realms, for the total ex- 
tinction of the conſtitution, and for the ſeparation of his Majeſ. 
ty's kingdom of Ireland from Great Britain. By the unremitting 
vigilance of my predeceſſor in this government the treaſon had 
been detected; the apprehenſion of the principal conſpirators, 
and the ſalutary meaſures wiſely adopted, checked its progreſs; 
and through your ſagacious diligence it has been developed in all 
its parts, and traced to all its ſources. | h 
dangerous and wicked rebellion, the conſequence of that 
conſpiracy, has been in a great meaſure ſubdued ; and the attempt 
of our inveterate enemy to rekindle the flame of civil diſcord, by 
ſending a force into this ypane' + has terminated in defeat. 
Religion, the greateſt comfort and ſupport of mankind, has 
been moſt wickedly perverted to the purpoſe of inflaming the 
worlt of paſlions ; and the vileſt arts have been uſed to perſuade 
the ignorant and unwary, that in a reigu which has been marked 
by a ſeries of indulgences to all ſes of Chriſtians, it is the in- 
tention of his Majelly's government to oppreſs, and even fo ex- 
tirpate, that deſcription of his Majeſty's ſubjects who have re- 
ceived repeated and recent marks of his favour and protection. 
The Catholics of Ireland cannot but have obſerved what has 


been the conduct of thoſe who affect to be their friends towards 


the rites and the characters which they venerate, and under whoſe 
N the perſecuted paſtors of theit church have found an 
aſylum. : : „ | 
"A a number of offenders ſome moſt active charaQters 
have neceſſarily been ſelected as objects of public juſtice ; but in 
every period of this dangerous conſpiracy the lenity of Goveri. 
ment and of Parliament has been conſpicuous; and a general at 
of pardon has recently iſſued from the royal mercy, for the pur- 
poſe of affording ſecurity to the repentant, and encouraging the 
_ deluded to'return to their duty. | a 

The vigour and power of his Majeſty's arms, the loyalty, ſpi- 
rit, and activity of his regular, militia, and yeomanry forces, toge- 
ther with the prompt and cordial aſſiſtance of the militia and fen- 
cibles of Great Britain, have abundantly proved how vain every 
attempt muſt be, either by treachery within, or by force from 
abroad, to undermine or overturn our civil and religious eſtabliſh- 
ments. 

From the dangers which have ſurrounded you, and which you 
have overcome, you mult be ſenſible that your ſecurity can only 
de preſerved by perſevering vigilance and increaſing energy. You 
will not ſuffer your efforts to relax, and you may be aſſured of mj 
zealous endeavours to ſecond your exertions. Our hopes and our 

objects are the ſame, that the deluded may ſee their error, and the 
dilaffeed be reclaimed ; but if an endeavour ſhall be 3 


* 
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abuſe the royal merey, and to form freſh conſpiracies in the pro- 
ſpe of impunity, offended juſtice will then be compelled to ex- 
tend to the obdurate — the full meaſure of his puniſhment, 

Amidſt your meaſures either of power, of juſtice, or of cle- 
mency, you have not forgotten to afford conſolation and encou- 
ragement to the loyal. The means which were adopted for their 
temporary relief, and the plan'which has been deviſed for the fur- 
ther remuneration of their loſſes, are highly honourable to your 
ſeelings, and muſt, in every loyal breaſt, excite emotions of love 
and gratitude to his country, 9 N | 

Since my arrival in this kingdom I have received the moſt flat- 
tering aſſurances of your regard and approbation, which command 
my warmeſt acknowledgments ; and whilſt I feel myſelf thus en- 
couraged and ſupported, and reflect on the loyalty which is fo 
generally diſplayed, and on the force which is entruſted to my di- 
retion, I cannot allow myſelf. to doubt of the ſucceſs of our 
united endeavours for the welfare of this country. 


2 


ü 


. BRITISH PARLIAMENT. —_ 


Kreſs of both Houſes of Parliament to bis Majefly on the 10th 
Navember 1797. 7 


WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parliament af- 
ſembled, have taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the rs 
which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to direct to be laid before 
s, on the ſubject of the negotiation into which your Majeſty had 
entered, with the view of reſtoring to your 2 a ſecure and 
tonourable peace. In every ſtage of that tranſaction we have re- 
cogniſed your Majeſty's invariable and unremittedyſfolicitude for 
dur proſperity and welfare, while we haye ſeenf on the other 
und, the moſt abundant proofs of the continuance of that ſpirit 
 inveterate animoſity and deſperate ambition, on the part of out 
enemies, in which the preſent conteſt firſt originated. Wour Ma- 
es conduct, characterized by an unexampled moderation, 
NTenneſs, and conſiſtenoy, has left to the enemy no means of eva- 
lion, no ſubterfuge of diſguiſe or artifice. It can no longer be 
nied that their conduct is actuated by a fixed determination of 
cluding all means of peace, and of purfuing, at all hazards, 
heir hoſtile deſigns againſt the happineſs and ſafety of theſe king- 
s: even the vain pretence of pacific diſpoſitions is now aban- 
and the real purpoſe of all their councils, and of all their 
deaſures, at length openly and publicly avowed, It is to our 
aus and government that they. have declared their irreconcilable 
red. No ſacrifice will content them but that of our liberty; 

I conceſſiqn hut that of our envied and happy conſtitution. 
| 4 C2 i" Under 
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Under ſuch circumſtances, we feel the duty which we'owe in 
this great criſis to God and to our country, Animated by the 
ſame ſentiments which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to declarg 
to your people and to the world, attached to your Majeſty by 
principles of duty and gratitude, and ſenſible that it is only from 
courage and firmneſs that we/can look for preſent ſafety or per. 
manent peace, we are determined to defend, with unſhaken reſo. 
lution, your Majeſty's throne, the lives and property of our fel- 
low- ſubjects, the government and conſtitution of our country, 
and the honour and independency of the Britiſh empire. We 
know that great exertions are neceſſary; we are prepared to make 
them; and, placing our firm reliance on that divine protection 
which has always hitherto been extended to us, we will ſupport 

our Majeſty to the utmoſt, and ſtand or fall with out religion, 

ws, and liberties, ; be EvTY "4; 


H: 


Thy following Amendment to the Addreſs was moved in the Houſe i 
8 Commons by Sir Fohn Sinclair. 


WE beg leave to return your Majeſty our moſt humble and 
hearty thanks for your gracious communication of the papers re. 
ſpecting the late negotiation entered into with the government « 
France, When we conſider the various calamities to which n 
tions in a ſtate of hoſtility are neceſſarily expoſed, we cannot but 
deplore the continuance of a war, which has already occaſioned 
ſuch expenſe of treaſure and of blood to the powers engaged in 
it; and we join moſt heartily in applauding your Majelty's hu 
mane and beneficent exertions to bring the ſame to a termination, 
We truſt that the two nations will ſee the wiſdom and policy « 
ſpeedily repewing a negotiation ſo favourable to the intereſts « 
humanity, aud of concluding the war on terms juſt in themſelves 
and honourable to the parties intereſted; the only true foundatio! 
in which a laſting pacitication can be expected. But if, unforty 
nately, ſuch hopes ſhould not be realized, and ſhould the furt 
proſecution of the war become neceſlary,.;,your Majeſty may k. 
aſſured of the firm and unalterable ſupport of your faithful 
mons, in making every exertion that cixcumſtances, may 
neceſſary for procuring a ſafe and honourable, peace, gn terms con 
ſiſtent with the dignity of your Majeſty's. crown and kingdon 
and the proſperity and efſemial intereſts.of your people. 

[Tus aboxe amendment was wWithdrawn. 


N 
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His Majeſty's Anſwer to the Addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament 


on the 11th November, | 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


NOTHING would-be more ſatisfactory to me than. the una- 


nimous declaration of the ſentiments: of my two Houſes of Par- 
lament ; they are ſuch as the conduct and declared intention of 
the enemy could not fail to produce. We are engaged in a cauſe 
which is common to us all, and contending for every intereſt which 
a free and independent nation can have to maintain, Under the 
blefing of Providence, I look with confidence to the iſſue of this 
great conteſt : but in every event my reſolution is taken: it is 
ſuch as I owe to God, to my country, and to myſelf, and it is 
confirmed by the ſentiments which you have this day delivered 
to me, I will not be wanting to my people, but will ſtand or 
fall with them in the defence of our religion and in the mainte- 
nance of the independence, laws, and liberties of theſe king- 
doms. ALIEN * 0 


vg 


* _—— 


On the 8th December Mr. Nicholls made the following Motion in the 
Heut of Commons. 4 53 
HAT all ſalaries, fees, and perquiſites of all perſons hold- 
ing offices under the Crown, ſhall be given up towards de- 
fraying the expenſes of the war, excepting. the {um of 20001, 
a-year to all officers whoſe ſalaries, fees, and perquiſites ſhall ex- 
ceed 2000/. a- year. This reſolution not to extend to the Lord 
ChanceHor, the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, the Judges, 
the officers holding commiſſions in the army- and navy, to 
foreign miniſters, : 3 
[ The motion was withdrawn. | 


„ s = * 


The following Meſſage was brought down to the. Houſe of FAUNA 
ME” on the 11th January 1798. | 12 


Hl Majeſty thinks proper to acquaint the Houſe of Lords, 
that he tas received various advices of preparations made, 
and meaſures taken in France, apparently in purſuance of a de- 
gn openly and repeatedly profeſſed of attempting an invaſion of 
theſe kingdoms. His Majeſty is firmly perſuaded that by the 
zeal, courage, and E his faithful people, | ling for 
erery thing that is. moſt dear to them, ſuch an ente pull, if at- 


tempted, will terminate in the confuſion and ruin of thoſe wo 
may be engaged in it. But his Majeſty, in his anxious concern for 


the 
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| the welfare and ſafety of his people, feels it incumbent upon hin 


to omit no ſuitable precaution which may contribute to their de. ll 0" 
| fence at ſo important a conjuncture. His Majeſty therefore, in 
purſuance of the act of Parliament paſſed laſt ſeflion for providing 
for the augmentation of the militia, thinks it right to make this T 
communication to the Houſe of Commons, to the end that his was 
Majeſty may cauſe the ſaid militia, or ſuch part thereof as he ſhall Wl de 
think neceſſary, to be drawn out and embodied, and to march, à d 
occaſion ſhall require. | vive 
| | | and 
Mr. Dundas moved, and the Houſe agreed te the following Auureſ: rr 
7 in conſequence of the above Meſſage. g = 
IHA T an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return * 
his Majeſty our moſt dutiful thanks for graciouſly communicating W...i.; 
to this Houſe, that he has received various advices of pteparations Will dier 
made and meaſures taken in France, apparently in purſuance of Wl... 
the deſign openly and repeatedly profeſſed of attempting the in- bing 
vaſion of theſe kingdoms: To aſſure his Majeſty that he may peer 
rely on the continued and decided ſupport of this Houſe in this d 
important conjuncture; and that we are firmly perſuaded thatthe dati 
zeal and courage of his faithful ſubjects ſtruggling for all that is hie 
moſt dear to them, will be vigorouſly exerted in repelling every * 
inſult, and will, under the bleſſing of Providence, be effectual for nod 
diſappointing the ambitious and extravagant deſigns of the enemy, Me ſ 
and turning them to the confuſion of thoſe who may be engaged T 
in them. i | - | | br 
FA fimilar meſſage was preſented to the Houſe of Lords on the Ad. 
fame day, and a fimilar addreſs ordered to be preſented. ] whic 
4 3 * * mal 
i | | £ ; — 
On the 22d February 1798, in the Houſe of Commons, Mr. B « . ou 
| made the following Motion, which was agreed to, which 
THAT there be laid before the Houſe, an account of the pro- bt 
ceedings of the Tranſport Office, and of the Board of Ad- wh 


miralty, relative to the treatment of the French priſoners in the 
different parts of the kingdom. 


On the 23d Ray 1798, Mr. Huftiſfon made the following 
Motion in the Houſe of Commons, which was agreed to. 


THAT there be laid before the Houſe ſuch extracts from 
the letters and correſpondence as related to the detention and con- 
finement of Sir Sidney Smith, and the negotiation entered inta 
between the two governments, reſpecting the exchange of pri- 


ſoners of war. — 
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— On the 224 March 1798, in the Houſe of Lords, the Duke of Bedford 
„ in moves, | 


THAT an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, "moſt 
humbly to repreſent that, from the commencement of the 
t his var to the preſent moment, his Majeſty's miniſters have had all 
hall I the advantages which could be derived from the entire confidence 
„ * 2nd ſupport of Parliament; that this confidence and ſupport have 
ziven them the unlimited command and diſpoſal of the power 
and revenue of theſe kingdoms; that, with means profuſely 
ref furniſhed to obtain ſucceſs, the councils which have had the di- 
retion of this power and the application of theſe reſources, have 
deen attended with no effect but to exalt France to her preſent 
urn Bl formidable greatneſs, and in the ſame proportion to impair the 
ung relative ſituation of Great Britain; to expoſe her, with reduced 
ons Bl (irength' and diminiſhed reſources, to all thoſe dangers which it 
e of vs alleged could be averted only by an early and ſucceſsful com- 
n i bination to reſiſt the principles as well as the power of the 
nay French government; and, after an unavailing expenſe of blood 
this d treaſure, to compel his Majeſty's miniſters to open a nego- 
the tion for peace by a total dereliction of all the principles on 
ts i »hich the war was ſaid to be unavoidable, and by ſubmitting to 
ery wandon thoſe ſafeguards and defences, which, in the early pe- 
for I tod of hoſtilities, were inſiſted on as abſolutely indiſpenſable to 
NY» be ſecurity of theſe kingdoms. Sw, 
ged That, without looking back to the cauſes of the war, or in- 
quiring now whether it might or might not have been avoided, 
ud reſerving for another moment all conſideration of the charges 
#hich may hereafter be brought againſt thoſe perſons who ori- 
pally adviſed his Majeſty not to acknowledge the republic of 
France, nor to liſten to any terms of accommodation; we think 
t our duty humbly to lay before his Majeſty the ſituation in 
mich we are now A Ea: 
We are awed by the reſult of the war itſelf, and aſtoniſhed at 
tie concluſion drawn from it by his Majeſty's miniſters, who, 
With all the means of vigorous attack, have reduced us to a ſtate 
i precarious defence, yet ſtill have the confidence to aſſert, that 
n the ſame councils which have proved ſo incompetent in proſpe- 
ity to direct with advantage the affairs of the nation, the belt 
ans are to be found of relief and ſecurity in our preſent diffi- 
ly and diſtreſs; and that we are ſtill to look to them alone for 
be attainment of a ſafe and honourable peace. 


om That this Houſe, and every member of it, is ready to provide for 
n-  "gorous defence of the country, and will not ſhrink from any 
no Perſonal difficulty or danger that may attend the performance of 
* % duty. That whatever differences may exiſt, with regard to 
principles and policy of our internal government, we are de- 
On 5 | ef hea _  *  wrmined. 
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termined and unanimous in our reſolution to reſiſt all foreign in 
terference. But inſtructed as we are by a long ſeries of events, and 
corrected by experience, we are bound by our duty, and compelled 
by neceſſity, to ſubmit to his Majeſty our humble opinion that the 
fituation of the country is too critical, and the dangers that fur- 
round it are too ſerious, to admit of any further trial of the fane 
Councils which have conſtantly failed; or of the ſame perſons, for 
whoſe continuance in office, notwithſtanding the heavy and unan« 
fwered charges which have been brought againſt them, even then- 


felves have nothing to plead, but a feeble, unavailing rectitude of 5: 
intention conſtantly overpowered by the ſuperior policy and vigor. 
of the enemy, or a pretended apprehenſion, equally falſe and ma- a. 
lignant, of the deſigns and principles of thoſe whom his Maje * 
might appoint to ſucceed them in the adminiſtration of | public a-W ch 
fairs, as if in the preſent cabinet, were to be found the only eff me 
cient perſons whoſe loyalty and attachment to the conſtitution ver or 
free from all ſuſpicion and doubt. dg an 
That lamenting, as we do, the failure of the late negotiation gn. 
for peace, we beſeech his Majeſty ſeriouſly to reflect whether th: 
when conducted by his preſent miniſters, there could be any rea 
fonable hope of their ſucceſs. We have not forgotten their haught 
and ſupercilious rejection of all offers of accommodation previou 
to the commencement of hoſtilities; and we too well remember 
the terms of inveterate and irreconcilable enmity on which t ... 
conteſt was placed at the outſet, and on which it has ever ſince Th 
been conducted, to hope for any conciliatory difpoſition betwee 
the enemy and the original adviſers of the war, We cannot be R 
ſurpriſed that any overture which may now be made by his Ma 
jeſty's miniſters, after having wilfully neglected, or inſolently re that 
tuſed, every favourable opportunity of negotiation, ſhould be u bas 
ceived as an acknowledgment of weakneſs and diſtreſs, rather tha bat 
28 2 f of ſincere diſpoſition to peace. : * 
Further, to reprefent to his Majeſty, that the ſituation of the Soy 
country is in all reſpeQs pregnant with dangers unknown at au ur 
former period. Our domeſtic diſtreſs is great, and is hourly in Ma 
creaſing ; the principles of our free — have been v0 ene 
lated, and ſome of the moſt eſſential ſecurities of our liberties de dk 
ſtroyed; the connexion with our ſiſter kingdom is threatened wi ſity 
diſſolution, and all the foundations of our importance and powe — 
iu Europe are rendered precarious and uncertain. On 
To extricate us from ſuch difficulties requires much forttud 
and wiſdom. For theſe qualities we cannot look to his Majeſſ G 
reſent adviſers ; under them we cannot hope for a ſucceſsful pt | 
ſecution of the war, {ill leſs for the concluſion of a ſecure 4 HB 
uitable peace. | 1 
We therefore ſubmit this our humble repreſentation to his M Ma 


jeſty, truſting that his Majeſty will ſee, as we do, the urgent 


1 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of employing other perſons, and of adopting 


other councils, 
ele [The above addreſs was rejected by a majority of 113 non» 
it the contents to 13 contents. ] X 


t fur | : | 

lane aint this Deciſion of the Houſe the following Proteſt was entered 
$, for ; | on the F ourfials, 

. Diſſentient, | 


BECAUSE we feel it to be a duty preſcribed to us by neceſ- 
ſity, and dictated equally by our love for our country, and by our 
regard for the perſon and dignity of the King himſelf, to declare 
our ſolemn and conſcientious conviction, that nothing ſhort of an 
immediate diſmiſſal of his Majeſty's preſent miviſiers, and 2 
change of the ſyſtem on which they have conducted the govern- 
ment, can enable us to ſupport our preſent accumulated diſtreſs, 
or afford us a chance of averting the dangers with which we are 
an all ſides ſurrounded, and which, if not encountered with ade- 
quate fortitude and wiſdom, threaten certain ruin and diſſolution to 
the power, laws, and liberties of theſe kingdoms, 8 

BEDFORD. 
Noxrorx. 
p | HoLLANnD. 


The feilowing Reſolution was moved by Lord Romney, in the Houſe 
of L. on the 22d March 1798, and agreed to. 

RESOLVED, That in a criſis in which all the intereſts of our 

country are at ſtake, we have ſeen with peculiar ſatisfaction 
that the zeal and public ſpirit of every rank of our fellow - ſubjects 
has riſen in proportion to the magnitude of the occaſion ; and 
that, animated on our part by the ſame ſentiments, we deem it 
our indiſpenſable duty, inſtead of diſtracting the councils of our 
Sovereign with propoſals of change, to rene the declaration of 
our inyariable adherence to the principles which have governed his 
Majeſty's councils, and in which his Parliament has uniformly 
concurred, for the ſecurity of theſe kingdoms againſt my at 
— and for the maintenance of our religion, laws, and gon» 

Itution, | 


bo OR 


On the 20th April the following Meſſage was brought down to the 
Houſe of Commons, from his Majeſty, by Mr. Dundas, 


G.R. 
Hl Majeſty thinks it proper to acquaint the Houſe of Com- 
** mons, that, from various advices received by his Majeſty, it 
pears that preparations for the embarkation of troops and war- 
lite ſtores are now carried on with conſiderable and increafing aca 
Vol. VII, 4D tivity 
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tivity in the ports of France, Flanders, and Holland, with the 
avowed deſign of attempting the invaſion of his Majeſty's domi- 
njons; and that in this de{ign the enemy is encouraged by the com- 
munications and correſpondence of traitorous and diſaffected per- 
ſons and ſocieties in theſe kingdoms. 
is Majeſty places the firmeſt reliance (under the bleſſing of 
Divine Providence) on the bravery of his fleets and armies, and 
on the zeal, public ſpirit, and unſhaken courage of his faithful 
people, already manifeſted in the voluntary exertions of all ranks 
of his ſubjects for the general defence, more than ever neceſſary, 
at a moment when they are called upon to defend all that is moſt 
dear to them. | | 
His Majeſty, in purſuance of the act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament for railing a proviſional body of cavalry, has thought 
it right to give — 22 ſuch regiments of cavalry to be drawn 
out and embodied; and it is alſo his Majeſty's intention to order 
the part not yet embodied, of the augmentation made to the mili. 
tia, under the act of the laſt ſeſſion, to be forthwith embodied and 
drawn out, in purſuance of his Majeſty's communication already 
made to the Houſe of Commons on this ſubject. | 
His Majeſty feels it incumbent on him to make the fulleſt uſe 
of the extenſive means provided by Parliament for the' national de- 
fence; but he feels it at the ſame time, under the circumſtances 
that he has ſtated, neceſſary to recommend it to the Houſe of 
Commons to canſider, without delay, of ſuch further meaſures as 
may enable his Majeſty to defeat the wicked machinations of diſ- 
affected perſons within theſe realms, and to guard againſt the de · 
ſigns of the enemy, either abroad or at home. 


Mr. Dundas moved the following Addreſs, which was agreed tu. 


THAT an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return 
his Majeſty the humble thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious 
meſſage ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe will without 
delay proceed to the conſideration of the intereſting ſubjects therein 
mentioned, with all the attention which their importance to the 
ſafety of theſe kingdoms requires, 

mY the ſame day a ſimilar meſſage was preſented to the Houſe 
of Lords, and a ſimilar addreſs with the above agreed to.] 


_ 


— 
* * "= - 


On the 23d April the Duke of Portland brought down the following 
Meſſage from bis Majeſty to the Houſe of Lords. 
G.R 9D | | 
Hs Majeſty recommends it to the Houſe ta conſider of en- 
abling his Majeſty to make remittances from time to time, 
& be applied to the ſervice in Ireland, in ſuch manner as _— 
| | appro 


1 


he approved by the Parliament of that kingdom, as ſhall not exceed 
- the ſum of two millions, on proviſion being made for intereſt, and 
n- charges upon a loan to that amount. © 
Ie [An addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty for the above meſſage was 

moved and carried. — On the 24th April Mr. Pitt brought down to 
of the Houſe of Commons a ſimilar meſſage, which was ordered to be 
nd referred to a committee of ſupply of the whole Houſe.] a 


ks 8 — 


Js On the 12th June 1798 . Mr. Pitt brought down to the Houſe 0 
ſt Commons the Following Meſſage from his Majeſty. * 


G. R. ; | 
5 Hs Majeſty, relying on the experienced zeal and affection of 
2 his faithful Commons, and conſidering that it may be of the 
* utmoſt importance to provide for ſuch emergencies as may ariſe 
li. in this critical conjuncture, is deſirous that the Houſe will enable 
ef him to take all ſuch meaſures as may be neceſſary to diſappoint or 
dy defeat any enterpriſes or deſigns of his enemies, and as the exi- 
gencies of affairs may require. $M" 
ofa [His Majeſty's meſſage was ordered to be referred to a com- 


* mittee of ſupply of the whole Houſe, —A ſimilar meſſage was pre- 
hs ſented on the ſame day to the Houſe of Lords, by Lord Grenville, 
of and an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty agreed to.] 


28 4 ＋ 4 

Iiſ- | | 

des On the 14th June 1798, Mr. Sheridan moved, in the Houſe of 
Commons, | 


: THAT a committee be appointed to take into conſideration the 
£ ſtate of Ireland. 


urn | The motion was negatived by a majority of 159 to 43+] 
ous 

out 

ein On the ſame Day Ar. Sheridan moved, 


the THAT an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to ſub- 
mit an opinion to his Majeſty, that the deplorable ſtate of Ireland 
calls for an immediate and total change of councils and meaſures 
in that kingdom: That if the ſyſtem of coercion, enforced in the 
— manner it has been, ſhall ſucceed to the full extent of the moſt ſan- 
. guine expectations of thoſe who have adviſed it, the conqueſt of a 
ing (eſert is all that can be obtained by it; and that Ireland, ſo re- 
duced and ſo deſolated, can be no way preſerved but by a continued 
vaſte of the wealth and ſtrength of Great Britain, for which no 
other return from that country can be rationally expected but im- 
Placable hatred waiting for revenge: That if theſe meaſures fail, 
the poſſibility of which no wiſe government could leave out of its 
4D 2 calcu« 
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calculation, Ireland will not merely be loſt, but may become an pert 
acceſſion to the power of France, and England be expoſed to the of 1 
iſſue of a conteſt on Engliſh ground, not tor acquiſition or domi- the 
nion, but probably for exiſtence, We ſhould fail in the duty we it t 
have undertaken, if we did not at the ſame time expreſs to your be r 
Majeſty our abſolute conviction that no change of ſyſtem in Ireland tent 
would be effectual to its purpoſe, without a remoyal of thoſe per- ford 
ſons whoſe counſels have 1 na the preſent calamities, and who em} 
cannot in reaſon be conſidered as capable of correcting their own 

errors, or of attempting it with ſincerity ; and whoſe paſt conduct, 


both in practice and profeſſion, renders it impoſſible for them, 


even were they to act on a ſincere conviction of paſt errors, to Th 
raiſe an expeQation in Ireland of ſuch a government, on tem 

rate principles, as might diſpoſe the people to ſubmit tothe regular ? 

and indiſpenſable reſtraints of juſtice adminiſtered- according to turt 

law, or even to accept of conceſlion without diſtruſt, or of benefits mel 

with gratitude. —Nothing, in our opinion, but a total change of Wl the 

men as well as meaſures can prevent the otherwiſe certain aliena- M. 

tion, and more than poſlible ſeparation, of that country from Great Wl cov 

Britain. wis 

| {The motion was negatived without a diviſion.] the 

liti: 

PE Ib g 

On the 15th June the Duke of Leinſter moved in the Houſe of Lords, = 

TT HAT a committee be appointed to inquire into the cauſes of WM u 

the preſent calamitous ſtate of Ireland. hin 

[The motion was negatived by a majority of 51 to 18.] by 

| . . * Con 

FI . N hee — ST; = I his 

On the 18th Fane 1798, Mr. Dundas preſented the follewing Miſox I © 

From his Majeſty. | 

G. R. 8 | 18t 
Hs Majeſty thinks proper to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, 

1 that the officers, non-commiſſioned officers, and privates of WW — 
different regiments of the militia of this kingdom have made to 

his Majeſty a voluntary tender of their ſervices, to be employed in In 


aid of the regular and militia forces of this kingdom, to ſupprels 
the rebellion now unhappily exiſting in Ireland, . 

_ - His Majeſty has received with the utmoſt ſenſibility this ſtriking 
and ſeaſonable proof of their ardent zeal and attachment to his 

perſon and government, and of affectionate concern for the inte- 

reſts and ſafety of his Majeſty's faithful and loyal ſubjects in Ire- 

land: and conceiving that the being able to avail himſelf of thi 

new and diſtinguiſhed inſtance of public ſpirit may eventually be 
of the utmoſt importance for the preſervation of the lives and Lon 

| | * 


»- 
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of his Iriſh ſubjects; for the ſpeedy and effectual ſuppreſſion 
Fic rebellion ; for the defence o 8 Britain itſelf, and for 
the general intereſts and ſecurity of the empire; — he recommends 
it to his faithful Commons to conſider of ſuch proviſions as may 
be neceſſary for empowering his Majeſty for a time, and to an ex- 
tent to be limited, to accept the ſervices of ſuch parts of his militia 
forces in this kingdom, as may voluntarily offer themſelves to be 
employed in Ireland at this important conjuncture. 


The above Meſſage was taken into Conſideration on the 19th June; 
and the Houſe of Commons reſolved, 


THAT an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to re- 
turn his Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious 
meſſage ; to aſſure his Majeſty, that while we deeply regret that 
the machinations of wicked men ſhould have induced any of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects to commit acts of rebellion againſt his Majeſty's 
government, we at the ſame time feel the higheſt ſatisſaction that 
this occaſion has afforded a freſh proof of the zeal and ardour for 
the ſervice of their country, which has ever diſtinguiſhed the mi- 
litia forces of this kingdom, 

That conceiving it may be of the utmoſt importance for the pro- 
tection of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects in Ireland, for the ſpeedy 
and effectual ſuppreſſion of the preſent rebellion, and for the gene- 
ral defence of the Britiſh empire, that his Majeſty ſhould avail 
himſelf of the voluntary offers of ſervice which have been made 
by ſeveral regiments of militia, we will immediately enter into 
conſideration of ſuch proviſions as may be neceſſary for enabling 
his Majeſty for a time, and to an extent to be limited, to accept of 
the ſeryices of ſuch militia regiments as may wiſh to be employed 
at this important conjuncture. | | 

A ſimilar meſſage was preſented to the Houſe of Lords on the 
18th June, and a ſimilar addreſs agreed to.! 


1 — 


In the Houſe of Commons, on the 22d June, Lord George Cavendiſh 
moved for the appointment of a Committee to inquire into the diſturb- 
ances at preſent ſub/iſling in Ireland, and what means are neceſſary 
to be adopted for conciliating the people of that kingdom. | 

TH E order of the day was moved upon this motion, and agreed 

to by a majority of 212 to 66. E271 > | 


M 
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Tn the Houſe of Lords, on the 271h June, the Earl of Beſboroug 


THAT an humble addreſs be 
-* Mate to his Majeſty the humble advice and reque 
Houſe, that he would be gracioufl 


ſyſtem of conciliation may be adopted as may tend moſt effeAually 
and moſt ſpeedily to reſtore to that afflicted country the bleſſings 
of peace and good government: and alſo to implore his Majeſty, 
in the adminiſtration of the affairs of Ireland, to employ ſuch 
perfons as may poſſeſs the confidence of the people, and inſure 
to them the permanence of a juſt and lenient ſyſtem of govern- 
ment. | | | 
[The above motion was negatived by a majority of 51 to 21. 


On the ſame day the Duke of Bedford moved, 

THAT this Houle, underſtanding it to be a matter of public 
notoriety, that the ſyſtem of coercion has been enforced in Ireland 
with a rigour ſhocking to humanity ; and particularly, that 
Fcourges and other tortures have been employed for the purpoſe 
of extorting confeſſions — a practice juſtly held in abhorrence in 
every Civilized of the world; and That houſes and buildings 
have been ſet fire to; a mode of puniſhment that can lead only to 
the molt pernicious conſequences, and that ſeldom or ever falls on 
the guilty, but, on the contrary, on the landlord, the wife and chil- 
dren of the criminals; who, however iniquitous the huſband or fa- 
ther, ought always to be ſpared and protected; — is of opinion, that 
an immediate ſtop ſhould be put to practices ſo diſgraceful to the 
Britiſh name; and that our beſt hopes of reſtoring. tranquillity to 
Ireland muſt ariſe from a change of ſyſtem, as far as depends on 
the executive government, together with a removal from their ſta- 
tions of thoſe perſons by whoſe advice thoſe atrocities have been 
petrated, and with regard to whom the afflicted people af Ire- 

| Land can feel no ſentiments but thoſe of reſentment and terror. 

[The above motion was negatived by a majority of 63 to 20. 


Againſt this deciſion of the Houſe the following Proteſts on entered 
on the 7 


Jour nals, 
Diſſentient, Die Mercurii, 27 Junii, 1798. 
BECAUSE the Houſe, having thought fit to reje& the various 
motions reſpecting the calamitous ſituation of Ireland, which = 


ented to his Majeſty, to 

of this 
pleaſed to take into his royal 
conſideration the calamitous ſtate of his kingdom of Ireland; and 
that when, under the bleſſings of Divine Providence, the rebellion 
now exiſting in that kingdom fhall have been ſuppreſſed, ſuch a 
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eben ſubmitted to their conſideration, in the firſt inſtance for in- 
i n —in the ſecond, for lenity and conciliation—and-in the laſt, - 
for putting an immediate ſtop at leaſt to the rigorous proceedings 


nete army in Ireland, where, under the natne of a ſyſtem of cg». 


mug don, we have reaſon to fear that atrocious cruelties have been 
70 pratiſed, we think it our duty to record the nature of the evi- 


1 lence on which we have proceeded, and on which our conviction 

* of the truth of the faQs is founded, and on that evidence to appeal 

n. iu our own juſtification to our country, to the world, and to poſ- 

. .. We affirm, that the facts are undiſputed, that the evi- 

4 tence of them is irreſiſtible, and that the effects produced by this 

ö A hrbarous ſyſtem convict the authors and adviſers of ſuch-a total | 
1 vant of wiſdom, even for their own pretended purpoſes, as can 
meg be exceeded by the ſhocking cruelty of the principles avowed, 
ern of the practice recommended by them. We ſhall ſtate ſome 

of the documents we refer to, in the order of time in which they 

have” appeared, in order to ſhow that this ſyſtem of coercion has 

not been haſtily reſorted to on the ſpur of an inſtant neceſſity, but 

hat it was deliberately reſolved on long before it could be juſtified. 

« palliated by any of the pretences or cauſes which have ſince been 

uligned in defence of it. 


| | « Dublin Caſtle, March 3, 1798. 

ol His Excellency further authorizes you to employ force againſt 
einn perſons aſſembled in arms, not legally authorized ſo to be, 

ings nd to diſperſe all tumultuous aſſemblies. of perſons, though they 

y to not be in arms, without waiting for the ſanction and aſſiſt- 

« on nce of the civil authority, if, In your opinion, the peace of the 

il. Win and the ſafety of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects may be en- 

- fa. Wgered by waiting for ſuch authority. 
that C igned) «© THOMAS PELHAM.” x 


dhe On the 26th of February 1798, Sir Ralph Abercrombie declared 
tog public orders, that © the very diſgraceful frequency of courts 
martial, and the many complaints of irregularities in the 
the troops in that kingdom, had too unfortunately proved the 
deen my to be in a fate of licentiouſneſs, which muſt render it formi- 
able to every one but the enemy.“ ; 
o On the 18th of April 1798, the following order was iſſued by 
] Major-general Nuff: . 
* "The Commander in Chief gives this public notice, that the 
d Lieutenant and Council have iſſued orders to him to quarter 
tered BW tops, to preſs horſes and carriages, to demand forage and pro- 
ons, and to hold courts martial for the trial of offences of all 
8, Eſcriptions, civil and military, with the power of confirming and 
ious crying into execution the ſentences of ſuch courts martial, and 


have d luc proclamations. 


been 3 


(5576) 


« The Commander in Chief calls on all the general officers to 
procure of the magiſtrates the beſt accounts they can give of the 
number of arms taken from the yeomanry and the well- affected, of 
arms that have been concealed, and of pikes that have been made, 
which are to be recovered and taken poſſeſſion of by the mi- 
Iitary. ; | 
«« They are alſo to communicate to the people through the 
prieſts, and by one or two men ſelected from each town; land, the 
purpoſe of the following notice. 


AI num 
% That the order, if complied with, will be a fign of their part 
general repentance; and not only forgivenefs will follow, but tion: 
protection. | and i 
% That they muſt be ſenſible that it is infinitely better for them Ml uig 
to remain at home, quietly minding their own affairs, than com- rerf 
mitting acts which muſt bring on the ruin of themſelves and of by t 
their families. 3 | ; emp 
% As it will be impoſſible in ſome degree to prevent the inno- unt: 
cent from ſuffering with the guilty, the innocent have means of Ati 
redreſs, by informing againſt thoſe who have engaged in unlawful 
affociations, and robbing houſes of arms and money. | 0 
« The people muſt be very ignorant not ta know, notwith- bold 
ſtanding the fair promiſes of the French, that they have firlt ¶ © de 
deceived, and then plundered every country into which they have Wl vith 
come. And they are therefore fore warned, that, in caſe of inva-Wll ceed 
ſion from the French, if they ſhould attempt to Iles, the enemy, N liest 
or communicate with him, or join in any inſurrection, they WW houſ, 
will be immediately put to death, and their houſes and properties ud 
deſtroyed. F 10 
„The general officers call on the people to know why they row 
ſhould be leſs attached to the government now, than they were con 
ear ago, when they ſhowed ſo much loyalty in aſſiſting his ueſe 
. Majefty's troops to oppoſe the landing of the French, Is it no be of 
becauſe they have been ſeduced by wicked men ? 2 enge 
«© Why ſhould they think themſelves bound by oaths into Bui 
which they have been feduced or terrified ? a porta. 


« The people are requeſted to bring in their arms to the magiſ i ment 
trates or commanding officers in the neighbourhood, who hae f the 
directions to receive them, and no queſtions will be aſked. 6 | 

(Signed) « James Dorr, Maj. Gen, 


On the 7th of May 1798, the following orders were iſſued b 
Lieutenant-general Sir James Stewart: * 6 
„ Whereas it has been repreſented to Lieutenant-general 
James Stewart, that in ſome parts of the country, where it * 
been neceſſary to ſtation troops at free quarters for the reſtoratic 
of public tranquillity, that general ſubſcriptions of money . 
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rs toll been entered into by the inhabitants to purchaſe proviſions for the 
the troops, by which means the end propoſed, of making the burden 
, of i fall as much as poſſible on the guilty, is entirely defeated, by 
ade, I making it fall in a light proportion on the whole, and thereby 
mi- caſing and protecting the guilty ; it has been thought proper to 
direct, that whenever that practice has been adopted, or ſhall be 
the Wi attempted, the general officers commanding diyiſions of the ſouth. 
the BN em diſtrict, ſhall immediately double, treble, or quadruple, the 
number of ſoldiers ſo Nationed, and ſhall ſend out regular foraging 
heir Wi parties to provide proviſions for the troops, in the quantities men- 
but Wi tioned in the former notice, bearing date the 27th day of April 1 798 
and that they ſhall move them from ſtation to ſtation through the 1 
hem uit or barony, until arms are ſurrendered, and tranquillity be 
m- perfectly reſtored, and until it is reported to the general officers, 
d of Wi by the gentlemen holding landed property, and thoſe who are 
employed in collecting the public revenues and tithes, that all 
nno- Wl rents, taxes, and tithes are completely paid up.” 
s ol 4/;utant General's Office, Cork, May 7, 1798. 


; On the 11th of June 1998, Major-general Nugent, after 
in- folding out certain offers and terms to the inſurgents, proceeds 
firſt g to declare, „That, ſhould the above injunctions not be complied | 
have BY vith within the time ſpecified, Major-general Nugent will pro- 
nVa- hl ceed to ſet fire to and wholly deſtroy the towns of Killincy, Kit. 
emp lileagh, Ballynahinch, Sallitfield, and every cottage and farm- 
they houſe in the vicinity of thoſe places, carry off. the ſtock and cattle, 
ruesſg 2nd put every one to the ſword who may be found in arms. .» 

It particularly behoves all the well-affeQed perſons who are 
tow with the rebels from conſtraint, and who, it is known, form 
iconſiderable part of their numbers, to exert themſelves in having 
theſe terms complied with, as it is the only opportunity there will 
te of reſcuing themſelves and properties from the indiſcriminate 
rengeance of an army neceſſarily let looſe upon them.” 

But, finally, the document which appears to us the moſt im+ 
portant of all, and to which we earneſtly invite and preſs the 
mention of the Houſe, is a public order iſſued about the middle 
the preſent month of June 1798, in the following words: 

by Mojo gms Morriſon requeſts that officers commanding 
torps, will give the ſtricteſt orders to prevent ſetting fire to houſes 
buildings of any kind, a mode of puniſhment that can lead 
mly to the moſt pernicious conſequences, and that ſeldom or ever 
fils on the guilty, but on the contrary, on the landlord, the wife 
ad children df the criminals, who, however 4niquitous the huſ- 
nnd or father, ought always to be ſpared and protected. 1 

And he has likewiſe received orders from Lieutenant-gene» 
nl Lake, that free quarters are no longer to be permitted, nei+ 
der are fora ing parties to be allowed to £ out, unleſs under the 

Vor. VI. ö ö care 


And becauſe 1 think that to flog, picket, and half-hang any of 
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care of an officer, who is to be reſponſible for every act, in order ind 
that the friends of Government, the * 1 infirm, may no I pub 


be involved in one indiſcriminate maſs of deſtruction with the fm 
rebellious and ill-diſpoſed.” LY. 

The prohibition contained in this order, wiſe and humane as it 
is, is equivalent to a hiſtory of all the horrible tranſactions it alludes Wl "4 
to, and eſtabliſhes the truth of them by evidence, which cannot 
be diſputed or ſuſpected, and alſo confirms in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
and on the irreſiſtible proof derived from practice and experience, 


that ſuch a mode of puniſhment ſeldom. or ever falls on the guilt, 


but on women and children, who ought always to be ſpared and. 4 

protected; and that its principle, if not its only operation and effeR, Log 

is to involve the friends of Government, the helpleſs and infirm, de! 

in one maſs of deſtruction with the rebellious and ill- diſpoſed. lo pi 

BeproRD. "NE expe 

WenTWORTH FITZWILLIAN, 5 

Poxsoxzv. _ 

HoLLAND, ' ul la 

ALBEMARLE, of tþ 

KING. one 

THANET: * 

— | lake 

ture, 

PROTEST. more 

Diſſentient, y | £7 lay, 

t. BECAUSE I was ſhocked that an addreſs to the King, ¶ de e: 

upon ſo awful a ſubject as the preſent ſtate of Ireland, ſhovidill 7. 

have been rejected, without one ſingle ſyllable being ſaid by ratte 

the King's miniſters upon the ſubject. Wh, that u 

2. Becauſe I look back with pride to that law which our 4 

anceſtors obtained, which ſays, ** No free man ſhall be taken, orſiderti 

impriſoned, or diſſeized of his freehold, or liberties, or free cuſ ¶ pance 

toms, or be outlawed, or exiled, or any otherwiſe deſtroyed. 8. 
Nor will we not paſs upon him, nor condemn him, but by law 

ful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land. We wilWte pr 


ſell to no man. We will not deny or defer to any man either 
Juſtice or right.” And becauſe I agree with the commentary 0 
that great lawyer, Sir Edward Coke, upon this chapter of Magn 
Charta, wherein he ſays, “No man deſtroyed ;"! that is, fore 
Jud of life. or limb, diſherited, or put to torture ar death 


our fellow- ſubjects, in order to extort confeſſion, is © a putting te 
torture, and, therefore, not only outrageous to humanit), but 
directly againſt Magna Charta, the great corner-ſtone of ov! 
laws and liberties. And whoever have dared to put to torture an 
of our fellow- ſubjects in Ireland, or elſewhere, have violated ＋ 


great charter, have betrayed their country, and ought ſpeedily 2 
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de brought to condign puniſhment, for theſe their treaſonable 
dee ind deteſtable practices. And whoever have dared openly and 
publicly to jultify torture, upon the ground of policy, deſerve the 
| the WY fame execrations from their countrymen as have been uſually 
ziven to the cruelleſt inquiſitors of Rome. 
Te" 3. Becauſe, whenever our brethren-and ſellow- ſubjects in Ire- 
des nd, or elſewhere, are flogged, picketed, half-hanged, and other- 
wiſe tortured, in order to extort confeſſion, I hold it to be the 
rms, WM bounden duty of every man, in his different ſtation, to uſe all the 
(egal means in his power to declare his abhorrence of ſuch diabo- 
leal and tyrannical meaſures. 5 
4. Becauſe I hold, that when an Iriſhman is tortured, an 
Fe, MY Engliſhman is tortured ; for the ſame men, who, in violation of 
the laws of their country, and of every dictate of humanity, dare 


1 to put Iriſhmen to torture, will not heſitate, when they think it 
| expedient, to put Engliſhmen to torture alſo. 
* 5. Becauſe it is a moral truth that cannot be denied, that, if 


men have been driven, by flogging and by tortures, contrary to. 
il law and reaſon, into open reſiſtance, the guilt and conſequences 
of that reſiſtance are imputable to thoſe who flog and torture, 
contrary to all law and reaſon, and not to thofe who are thereby 
tiven to reſiſtance. | 

b. Becauſe to flog and torture men into open reſiſtance, for the 
ake of employing a power in the hands of thoſe who flog and tor- 
ure, to cruſh that reſiſtance, and thereby to make Gombetres 
more ſecure, is not only a refinement of cruelty, againſt which 
; law, reaſon, juſtice; humanity, and nature, cry aloud; but which 
Ling ue experience of all times teaches us will never anſwer. _ 
zona 7. Becauſe the hiſtory of the world tells us, that it is no ſmall 
d rer which provokes a people to throw off their allegiance; and 

lat when they have thrown off their allegiance, attention to their 

1 our at demands, and protectjon in the enjoyment of their rights, 
n, oe berties, and properties, are the only means by which an alle- 
pance worth having can be recovered. | 
8. Becauſe I think the times call for a declaration of theſe prin- 
ales, and that to act upon them is the only method of healing 
de preſent diſcontents, and preventing the ſpeedy ruin of our 
wuntry, | OxFrorD and MORTIMER, 


— 
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; = | 
lech of his Majefly on the 29th June 1798, to both Houſes, on 
proroguing the Parliament, = 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ; 


du gv the meaſures adopted during the -preſent ſeſſion, you have 
f oul amply fulfilled the ſolemn and unanimous aſſurance which L 
"ved from you at its commencement, | | 


4148 The 
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The example of your firmneſs and conſtancy has been applauded I fe 
and followed by my ſubjects in every rank and condition in life; ar 
a ſpirit of volimtary and ardent exertion, diffuſed through every er 
part of the kingdom, has ſtrengthened and confirmed our internal 
ſecurity: the ſame ſentiments have continued to animate my ar 
troops of every deſcription ; and my fleets have met the menaces of 
of invaſion by blocking up all our enemies in their principal Ml tic 
or - 5 | Y ; 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 


The extenſive and equitable ſcheme of contribution, by whic cc 
ſo large a ſhare of our expenſes will be defrayed within the year, ob 
has defeated the expectations of thoſe who had vainly hoped to 
exhauſt our means, and to deſtroy our public credit. You hae ar 
been enabled to avail yourſelves of farther reſources from a com - » 
merce increaſed in extent and vigour, notwithſtanding the dif- w 
eulties of war, and have had the ſingular ſatisfaction of deriving, du 
at the fame moment, large additional aid from individual exer- 
tions of unexampled zeal, liberality, and patriotiſm. wi 

The proviſion which has been made for the redemption of the +: 
land-tax, has alſo eſtabliſhed a ſyſtem which, in its ved © th 
operation, may produce the happieſt conſequences, by ts increaſe WW tic 
of our reſources, the diminution of our debt, and the ſupport oi en 
Public credit. , = | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ' ho 


The deſigns of the diſaffected, carried on in concert with c We 
inveterate enemies, have been unremittingly purſued ; but hay tel 
been happily and effeQually counteracted in this kingdom, by te it 
general zeal and loyalty of my ſubjeRs. | | 

In Ireland they have broken out into the moſt criminal acts oi © 
open rebellion. Every effort has been employed on my part t I. 


ſubdue this dangerous ſpirit, which is equally hoſtile to the in 
tereſts and ſafety of every part of the Britiſh empire. I cannot 
too ſtrongly commend the unſhaken fidelity and valour of m 
regular, feneidle, and militia forces in Ireland; and that deter 
mined ſpirit with which my yeomanry and volunteer forces 0 


that kingdom have ſtood forward in the defence of the lives ant der 
properties of their fellow- ſubjects, and in ſupport of the lauf pie 
government. 7 an. 
The ſtriking and honourable proof of alacrity and public ſp 
rit, which ſo many of my fencible and militia regiments in ih fre 
kingdom have manifeſted on this occaſion, has already receweg 2d 
the fulleſt teſtimony of the approbation of Parliament. Lo 
This conduct, perſonally ſo honourable to the individuals, af for 
fords the ſtrongeſt pledge, both of the military ardopr which 7 by 
tuates this valuable part of our national defence, ' and of theft i 


feRionat 
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fetionate concern for the ſafety and happineſs oſ Ireland which 
are eſſentially connected with the general intereſts of the Britiſn 
empire. 10 9954 ; 549 een 
With the advantage of this ſupport, and after the diſtinguiſhed 
and important ſucceſs which has recently attended the operations 
of my arms againſt the principal force af the rebels, I truſt the 
time is faſt approaching, when thoſe now ſeduced from their-al4 
legiance will be brought to a juſt ifenſe of the guilt they have 
incurred, and will entitle themſelves to fargiveneſs, and to that 
protection which it is my conſtant wiſh to afford to every claſs and 
condition of my ſubjects, who manifeſt their deſire to pay a due 
obedience to the laws. ani) A of barring e 
This temporary interruption of tranquillity, and all its attend - 
ant calamities, muſt be attributed to thoſe pernicious principles 
which have been .induſtriouſly propagated in that country, and 
which, wherever they have prevailed, have never failed. to pro» 
duce the moſt diſaſtrons effects: an 930g, $50 14 ut! 
With ſuch warnings before us, ſenſible of the danger which 
we are called upon to I, and of the bleſſings we have to pre; 
ſerve, let us continue firmly united in a determined reſiſtance tu 


* 
„ 


the deſigns of our enemies, and in the defencs of that conſtitu- 


tion which has been found by experience to inſure to us, in ſo 
eminent a degree, public liberty, national ſtrength, and the ſecu ; 
rity and 3 of all claſſes of the community, -/ 4 | b 

It is only by perſeverance in this line of conduct, that we can 
hope, under the continuance of that divine protection which 
we have ſo abundantly experienced, to conduct this arduous con- 
teſt to a happy iſſue, and to maintain, undiminiſhed, the ſecu- 
rity, honour, and laſting-proſperity of the count) 


— _— —_— 


— — — 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech to brth Houſes at ' the Mecting of 
Parliament, on the 20th November 1798. ; f 
$4954 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | | 
THE events which have taken place in the courſe of the preſent 
year, and the ſignal ſucceſs which, by the bleſſing of Provi- 
dence, has attended my arms, have been productive of the hap- 
pieſt conſequences, and have eſſentially promoted the proſperity 
and glory of our country, + + 210 5 
The unexampled ſeries of our naval triumphs has received 
freſh ſplendour from the memorable and deciſtve action in which 
1 detachment of my fleet, under the command of Rear-admiral 
Lord Nelſon, attacked and almoſt totally deſtroyed a ſuperior 
force of the enemy, ſtrengthened by every advantage of ſituation: 
by this great and brilliant victory, an enterpriſe,” of; which the 
multice, perfidy, and extravagance, had'fixed the a: 7 

| 5 
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the world, and which was peculiarly directed againſt ſome of 
the moſt valuable intereſts of the Britiſh empire, has, in the 
firſt inſtance, been turned to the confuſion of its authors ; and 
the blow thus given to the power and influence of France has af- 
forded an opening which, if improved by ſuitable exertions on 
5 part of other powers, may lead to the general deliverance of 
1 . | . 
| The wiſdom and magnanimity ſo eminently diſplayed at this 
conjuncture by the Emperor of Ruſſia, and the deciſion and. vi- 
gour of the Ottoman Porte, have ſhown that thoſe powers are 
impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the preſent criſis; and their ex. 
ample, joined to the diſpoſition manifeſted almoſt univerſally in 
the different countries ſtruggling under the yoke of France, mult 
de a powerful encouragement to other ſtates to adopt that vigor- 
ous line of, conduct which experience has proved to be alone 
conſiſtent with ſecurity or honour. © . $2 
The extent of our preparations at home, and the demonſtra- 
tions of zeal and ſpirit among all ranks of my ſubjects, have de- 
terred the enemy from attempting to execute their vain threat 
of invading the coaſts of this — We 7 Ae 
In Ireland, the rebellion which they had inſtigated has been 
curbed and repreſſed; the troops which they landed for its ſup- 
port have been compelled to ſurrender; and the armaments ſince 
- deſtined for the ſame purpoſe have, by the vigilance and activity 
of my ſquadrons, been captured or diſperſed. The views and 
principles of thoſe who, in concert with our inveterate enemy, 
have long planned the ſubverſion of our conſtitution, have been 
fully detected and expoſed, and their treaſons made manifeſt to 
the world, Thoſe whom they had mifled or ſeduced, muſt now 
be awakened to their duty ; and a juſt ſenſe of the miſeries and 
horror which theſe traitorous deſigns have produced, muſt impreſs 
on the minds of all my faithful ſubjects the neceſſity of conti- 
nuing to repel, with firmneſs, every attack on the laws and eſta- 


bliſhed government of their country. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


Under the unavoidable preſſure of protracted war, it is a great 
ſatisfaction to me to obſerve, that the produce of the public reve- 
nue has proved fully adequate to the increaſe of our permanent 
expenditure ; that the national credit has been maintained a 
improved; and that the commerce and induſtry of my ſubjects 
have continued to flouriſh in a degree hitherto unknown. | 
be ſituation in which we are placed, unhappily renders the 
continuance of heavy expenſes indiſpenſable for the public ſafety. 
But the ſtate of our reſources, and the good ſenſe and public ſpi- 
rit which prevail through- every part of my kingdom, will, | 
truſt, enable you to provide the neceſſary ſupplies without r 
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: tial inconvenience to my people, and with as little addition ag 
d poſſible to the permanent burdens of the ſtate, The progreſs 
f. made towards ſuch a ſyſtem by the meaſures adopted in the laſt 
n ſeſſion, and the aid given to public credit by the plan for the re- 
f demption of the land-tax, have been attended with the moſt be- 

neficial effect, which you will, I am perſuaded, omit no oppor- 


is tunity to confirm and improve. ob 

i- ' My Lords and Gentlemen, 

re I rely with confidence on the continuance of your exertions, to 
. enable me ultimately to conduct the great conteſt in which we are 
n engaged to a ſafe and honourable concluſion, 

ſt We have ſurmounted many and great difficulties. Our perſe- 
. verance in à Juſt cauſe has been rewarded with diſtinguiſhed ſuc- 
0 ceſs; and our preſent ſituation, compared with that of other 


countries, ſufficiently proves how much, in a period of general 
1 danger and calamity, the ſecurity and happineſs of the Britiſh 
j- nation have depended (under the bleſſing of Providence) on its 
at own conſtancy, its energy, and its virtue. 


— 


In the Houſe of Commons the . was moved by Lord 
Leviſon Gower, ſeconded by Sir Henry St. Jobn Mildmay, and 


carried. | . 


n 
p- 
ce 
1 8 6 
id Moſt gracious — 
7 WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
en mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to 
to return your Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for your moſt gra- 
1 cious ſpeech from the throne; and to congratulate your Majeſty 
1d on the ſignal ſucceſs which, by the bleſſing of Providence, has 
ſs attended your Majeſty's arms, particularly on the memorable and 
i- deciſive action in which a detachment of your Majeſty's fleet, 
a- under the command of Rear-admiral Lord Nelſon, attacked, 
and almoſt | totally deſtroyed, a ſuperior force of the enemy, 
ſtrengthened by every advantage of ſituation. 3 
It is with juſt pride and exultation that we obſerve, that, by 
this great and brilliant victory, an enterpriſe, of which the injuſ- 
tice, perfidy, and extravagance had fixed the attention of the 
world, and which was peculiarly directed againſt ſome of the 
molt valuable intereſts of the Britiſh empire, has, in the firſt in- 
lance, been turned to the confuſion of its authors; and we en- 
tertain an earneſt hope, that the blow thus given to the power and 
influence of France, the laudable example held out by the Empe- 
tor of Ruſſia and the Ottoman Porte, and the diſpoſition mani- 
teited in the different countries ſtruggling under the yoke of 
rance, may encourage other powers to adopt that vigorous line 
of conduct which experience has ſhown to be alone conſiſtent 
with the ſecurity and honour of independent ſtates, and which, if 
benerally adopted, may lead to the deliverance of Europe. 1 
5 c 


* 


of the French troops landed for its ſupport ; and the ſucceſsful 


We embrace with ſatisfaction the opportunity of thus renewing 


, toa ſafe and honourable concluſion. Animated by a like ſenſe of 


( 584 ) 


„We are fully ſenſihle of the peculiar advantages derived to this 
kingdom ,fram the extent of our preparations at home, and from 
the general demonſtrations af zeal and ſpirit among all ranks of 
your. Majeſty's ſubjects; and we have ſeen, wh the greateſt ſatiſ - 


reland for repreſſ- 


faction, the effect of the meaſures adopted in 
ing a rebellion. inſtigated by our inveterate enemy; the ſurrender 


« Vigilance and activity of your Majeſty's ſquadrons in capturing 

or diſperſing the armaments ſince deſtined for the ſame purpoſe, 
' We are anxious to teſtify to your Majeſty the abhorrence and 
indignation with which we have obſerved the deſperate principles 
and practices of thoſe who have long planned the ſubverſion of 
our conſtitution, which have now been fully detected and made 
manifeſt to the world; and we cannot but expreſs our firm perſua- 
fion, that thoſe who had- been miſled or ſeduced muſt now be 
awakened tg their duty, and that a juſt ſenſe of the miſeries and 
horrors which theſe traitorous deſigns have produced muſt impreſs 
on the minds of all your Majeſty's faithful ſubjeas the neceſſity 
of continuing to repel with firmneſs every attack on the laws and Y 
to 


{O50 =s th mag = 


eſtabliſhed government of their country. 
We ſhall not fail diligently to apply ourſelves to the conſidera- 
tion, of ſuch meaſures as may provide the neceſſary ſupplies with Wl . 
as little inconvenience io your people, and as little addition io the Jef 
permanent burdens of the ſtate, as the circumſtances will admit; 
and, under the unavoidable preſſure of protracted war, while we 
Join with your Majeſty in regretting the indiſpenſable neceſlity of 
avy expenſes, we ſhall derive the greateſt ſatisfaction and con- 
fidence from the produQive ſtate of the revenue, the maintenance 
and improvement of public credit, and the extent and proſperity 
of the commerce and induſtry of your Majeſty's ſubjects; and 
that we ſhall eagerly avail ourſelves of every opportunity to culti- 
vate and improve advantages ſo important to the-public ſafety and 
Weltare, .* : 


to yaur Majeſty the ſolemn aſſurances of our firm and unalterable 
determination to perſevere in thoſe exertions which may enable 
your Majeſty to conduct the great conteſt in which we are engaged 


the difficulties we have ſurmounted, and of the diſtinguiſhed ſuc+ 
ceſs which has rewarded our perſeverance in a juſt cauſe, we hall 


uniformly maintain thoſe principles, an adherence to which, in a p 
period of general danger and calamity, has procured to us the ad- . 4 
vantages of our preſent ſituation, and will, we truſt, under every — 
vicifſitude, continue to prove that the ſecurity and happinels o * 
the Britiſh. nation find the ſureſt ſupport (under the bleſſing of Pro- — 
vidence) in its own conſtancy, its energy, and its virtue, *m Oy 


< 


( $35 ) 
o the mg Addreſs his Majeſty returned the i "ty 
To the foregoing Addreſs bis, wy retur fo ea 


gracious 


GA 


*. Gentlemen, 3 | 
be I RETURN you my particular thanks for this loyal and duti- 
of ful addreſs ; and receive, with the greateſt ſatisfaſtion, ydur con- 
1 gratulations on the late glorious events, and the declaration of 
your firm adherence to thoſe wiſe and honourable principles which 
* have uniformly guided your conduct. . The perſeverance and 

S firmneſs of Parliament, and the zeal and ſpirit of my'people, 
md will give additional weight to my exertions in endeavouring to 
improve the advantages which this country and Europe have every 


” reaſon to expect from the happy conſequences of the ſucceſs of 

ade my arms, and from the preſent ſtate and diſpoſition of other 

ſuas powers. * ' | $94 
be — — . ——— ws 

and In the Houſe of Lords the following Addreſs was moved by the Earl 

reſs Darnley, ſeconded by Lord Craven, and carried unanimouſly. * 


thty Moſt gracious Sovereign, we 
WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 

ſpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave 
to approach your Majeſty with our humble thanks for your Ma- 
jeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 


* ty's fleet under the command of Rear - admiral Lord Nelſon over 
"on- nn enemy ſuperior in force, and in the advantage of ſituation; an 
ince WI schievement which has even added freſh ſplendour to the unexam- 
erty pled ſeries of your — naval triumphs. While this memo- 
ts rable ſucceſs has, in the inſtance, turned to the confuſion of 
uli. be enemy an enterpriſe not more diſtinguiſhed by its injuſtice, 
and WM Perfidy, and extravagance, than by the inveterate hoſtility of its 


authors againſt every Britiſh intereſt, we entertain a juſt hope, 
that the blow now given to the power and influence of the 2 
will be deciſive in its effects; that the opening thus afforded will 
de improved by other powers, to the maintenance of their own 
independence and ſecurity ; and that the wiſe and dignified exam- 
ple of the Emperor of R ſſia, and of the Ottoman Porte, will 
de followed by ſuch effectual and united exertions, as are alone 
ſuited to the preſent criſis, and as are beſt calculated to produce 
the general 1 of Europe. L160 | 

Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, that, while we feel our hearts 
and hopes thus elated by the brilliant ſucceſs which has crowned 
Jour Majeſty's arms abroad, we congratulate your Majeſty no leſs 
lncerely on the uninterrupted ſtate of ſecurity in which this king- 
dom has been preſerved againſt the vain threats of the-enemy, by 

e extent of your Majeſty's military preparations ; and ſtill 
Vor. VII, | 4 F' more 


e beg leave to offer to your Majeſty our heart · felt congratula- 75 
tions on the glorious and deciſive victory obtained by your Majeſ- 


' 
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mare by the zeal and ſpirit which animate all ranks of your Mz. 
jeſty's ſubjeRs in the cauſe of their country. ; 
Nor have we ſeen with leſs ſatisfaction the entire drſappoint- 
ment of the attempts of our enemies againſt your Majeſty's king- 
dom of Ireland, the defeat and furrender of the force which they 
had diſembarked for the ſupport of a rebellion inſtigated by them- 
ſelves, and the capture or diſperſion of the armaments deſtined 
for the ſame object; and we truſt, that the rebellion, thus cut of 
. from foreign aſſiſtance, and curbed and repreſſed, as it has been, 
dy the vigour of your Majeſty's councils, and the gallantry of 
your Majeſty's troops, will, ere long, be finally extinguiſhed.” 
We are anxious to declare to your Majeſty, and to the world 
our abhorrence of the views 3 thoſe who, in con- 
cert with our inveterate enemy, planned the ſubverſion of the 
cenſtitution of their country; and we cannot but feel perſuaded, 
that the complete expoſure of theſe treaſons muſt awaken: the & 
lauded to a ſenſe of their duty, and guſt impreſs till mone ſtrongly 
on the minds of all your Majeſty's ſubjects, the neceſſity of ſup- 
porting, againſt every attack, the "law and government of their 
Convinced of the extent and value of the bleſſings which, un- 
der your Majeſty's happy and paternal government, we have 0 
defend, and confident in the reſources and ſpirit of our cauntry, 
we have encountered with cheerfulnefs many and great difficul- 
ties. Theſe, by the bleſſing of Providence on. your Majeſty's 
dignified firmneſs and perſeverance in a juſt cauſe, have hap- 
pily deen ſurmounted. Animated by this ſucceſs, encouraged by 
the comparative ſituation of our country, and, above all, deeply 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of that duty which is incumbent on every 
individual in a period of ſuch general danger and calamity, we 
will not relax our exertions, but will, to the utmoſt of om 
power, ſupport your Majeſty in every meaſure which may bel 


of 


Contribute to deliver unimpaired to poſterity, the ſecurity, inde- I 
| pendence, happineſs, and honour of the Britiſh empire. = 
— a ing 
The following is his Majeſty's moft gracious Anſwer to the abet — 
| | Addreſs: xi im — 
My Lords, e . 1. 
I RECEIVE with the higheſt fbi lin 
loyal address. TK; 3 RIA 2 
| Your congratulations on the brilliant iureetle 
pleaſed Providence to reward our exertions, 
able to me; and I truft that the honourable 
verance of my Parliament and my le will, both by „ 
and effe&, materially contribute to the indepe 
Europe, and to inſure to theſe kingdoms the bleſſings 
| 7 Ve 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY, 
Friday, October 13, 1797. 


Admiralty Office, October 13. 


IEUTENANT Brodie, of the Roſe cutter, arrived early this, 
ee a letter from Admiral Duncan, commander in chief 


of his Majeſty's ſhips, &c. employed in the North Sea, to Evan Ne- 
pean, Eſq. of which the following is a copy : 


Fenerable, off the Coaft of Holland, the 12th of October, by Log (11th), 
1 three P. M. Camperdown, E. S. E. eight Miles, Wind N. by E. 
ir, ä 


I HAVE the pleaſure to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the ö that at nine o'clock this morn- 
ing] got fight of the Dutch flert; at half paſt twelve I paſſed through 
their line, and the action commenced, which has been very ſevere. T 
«miral's ſhip is diſmaſted, and has ſtruck,/as have ſeveral others, and 
one is on fire. 

* ſhall ſend Captain Fairfax with particulars the moment I can ſpare 
| I am, Sir, | 3 
Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 


ADAM DUNCAN, 


T FELIIE 


TTL & 


= 


2 


2 


Vor. VII. A | From 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, Oct. 14, 1797. 


Admiralty Office, Oftober 13. 


Extra# of a Letter from Admiral Sir Rickard King, Barr. Commander in 
Chief of his Mayjefly's Ships and YVefſels at Plymouth, to Mr. Nepean, 
dated the 11th inſt. be 


I HEREWITH tranſmit, for their Lordſhips information, a letter 
which I received this morning from Lieutenant Tomlinſon, commandi 
the Speedwell lugger, giving an account'of his having captured a Freach 
cutter privateer, carrying two braſs ſix-pounders, two ſwivels, and 
eighteen men. | | 

Sir, | Speedwell, at Sea, October 10, 1797. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, the Start bearing north about 
nine leagues, we fell in with, this morning, and, after a chaſe of fi 
hours, captured Les Amies, a ſmall French cutter privateer, having on 
board two braſs ſix-pounders, two ſwivels, and eighteen men; out four 
days from Granville, and had not taken any thing. | | 

| I have the honour to be, * 


| An Rog. TOMLINSON. 
Sir Richard King, Bart. Oc. 


Admiralty Office, ON. 14. 


of a Letter from Fice-Admiral Kingsmill, Commgnder in Chief f 
is Majeſty's Ships and Lei on the Coaſt of Ireland, t» Evan Nehren, 
Ei. dated the ti of wer 1797+ | | 
Sir, 

I REQUEST ye will inform my Lords Commiſfioners of the Ad- 
miralty, that Captain Faulknor, of his Matelty's thlp Diana, has ſent in 
a coppered French cutter privateer, Le Flibuſtier, of four guns, five 
| wives, and twenty · nine men, out of Bourdeaux fifty-two days, but 
which had not made any capture. 2 

N [ine the honour to be, &c. | 
| KN. KINGSMILL 


| Wee Admiralty Office, Oct. 14. | 
Copy of a ep Fonts 2 the — Commander in oa f 
is Majefty's Ships and Veſſels on of Ireland, to Evan Nepean, 
E. dated at Cork, the oh of October 1797. 
Sir, = f | 
PLEASE to inform my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
his Majeſty's ſhip Cerberus is juſt returned from a cruiſe, in which ihe 
has captured the San Noberta Spaniſh privateer ſchooner, of four cur. 
rage guns and ſwivels, and forty-two men, and recaptured the Graf,! 


that 


- 


Sat A ETC CT. 


r in 
fan, 


C4 


Daniſh hip, having on board a Portugueſe cargo of iron and grain, from 

St, Michael's, bound to Liſbon. * 
| I have the honour to be, &c. a | 

R. KINGSMILL. 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Roberts, Commander of hit 122757 
Ship La Concorde, to Evan Nepean, E. dated at Madeira, the 7th of 
Auguft 1797. afar: | | 


BE pleaſed to inform my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, that 
at break of day on the 24th ult. (Cape Finiſterre bearing S. E. by E. 
diſtant about forty leagues) I fell in with and captured the beignening.Le 
Poiſſon Volant letter of ae,- Captain Latarte, laden with wines and 
different kinds of- merchandife, from Bourdeaux, bound to Guadaloupe ; 
the is pierced for eight guns, but had only four on board; is new co 
prred, and was fitted out with the intention, after landing her cargo in 
the Weſt Indies, to cruiſe in thoſe ſeas as a privateer, where, from her 
ſuperior ſailing, ſhe probably would have done conſiderable miſchief, as 
ſhe fails much better than the Concorde in light winds, and was taken 
by being fortunately within reach of our guns when firſt ſeen, 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Od. 16, 1797. 


Admiralty Office, Oct. 14. | 
Copy of a Letter from Sir Richard King, Bart. Commander in Chief of 
his Majefty's Ships and Veſſels at Phan, to Evan Nepean, 2%. Ke 
tary of the Admiralty, dated on board the Cambridge, in Hamoaze, the 
15 it. 1 
Sir, / | / 
2 afternoon arrived here La 3 ow fray rn: 8 
irteen guns and ninety- one men, prize to his 's ſhip 
out three days from — ſuppoſed to be bound to G 
ſecret diſpatches, which t overboard in chaſe, and ten of her 


guns. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 
* 3 R. KING. 


5 of anther Letter from Admiral Sir Rickard King, Bart. to Evan 
— E/q. dated an board the Cambridge, in Hamoaze, the 15th in- 
fant. | 

Sir, 


. I HEREWITH tranſmit, for theirLordſhips information, a letter Thave 


received this morning from Lieutenant Tomlinſon, commanding his Ma- 
captured \ 
ſwivels, 


jeſty's hired lugger well, giving an account of his havi 
à French rh. pb van n ſix braſs en 
and thirty-five men. | | ; 
The above veſſel is arrived here. 7 | 
I am, &c. 
| R. KING. 


42 | Speed- 


(4) ; 
n , e mou Speedivell, at Sea, October 13, 1797, Start 
Sir, N. N. E. five or fix Leagues. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you, that, after a chaſe of five hours, we 
have this day captured the Telemachus, French lugger privateer, mount- 


ing ſix braſs ſix-pounders on carriages, and fix ſwivels: ſhe had on board 
thirty-five men. I cannot learn that ſhe has taken any thing, except a 


Daniſh brig. I have put ſome men on board the Telemachus, and ſent 


her to Plymouth. ; 
| | I have the honour to be, &c. | 


ROB. TOMLINSON. 
Sir Rickard King, Bart, Vc. | | . 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY, + 
Monday, October 16, 1797. wks 
 Admiraly Offce, Ober 66. 


CAPTAIN. Fairfax, of the Venerable, arrived early this morning 
with diſpatches from Adam Duncan, "Eſq. admiral of the blue, com- 
mander in chief of his Majeſty's ſhips, &c. employed in the North Sea, 
to Evan Nepean, Eſq. ſecretary of the iralty, of which the follow- 
ing are copies: | bs Fo 5 5 

5 | Vienerable, at Sea, 14th October 1797, off the 
_ We 5 Coaft of Holland. | 
BE pleaſed to acquaint the Lords Commiſſioners, of the Admiralty, 
that, judging it of conſequence their Lordſhips ſhould have as early in- 
formation as poſſible of the defeat of the Dutch fleet under the command 
of Admiral De Winter, I diſpatched the Roſe cutter at three P. M. on 
the 12th (11th) inſtant, with a ſhort letter to you immediately after the 
action was ended. I have now further ta acquaint you, for their Lord- 
ſhips' information, that in the night of the 10th inſtant, after I had ſent 
away my letter to you of that date, I placed my ſquadron in ſuch fatua- 
tion as to prevent the enemy from returning to the Texel without my 
falling in with them. At nine o'clock in the N of the 11th I got 
ſight of Captain Trollope's. ſquadron, with ſignals flying for an enemy 
to leeward; I immediately bore up, and made the ſignal for a general 
chaſe, and ſoon got ſight of them, forming in a line on the larboard tack 
to receive us, the wind at N. W. As we approached near, I made the 
_ for the ſquadron. ta ſhorten ſail, in order to connect them; ſoon 

er I ſaw the land between Camperdown and Egmont, about nine mile 

to leeward of the enemy, and finding there was no time to be loſt in 
making the attack, I made the ſignal to bear up, break the enemy's line, 
and engage them to leeward, each ſhip her opponent, by which I got be- 
tween them and the land, whither they were faſt approaching. My ug- 
nals were obeyed with great promptitude, and Vice-admiral Onflow, in 


the Monarch, bore down on the eneiny's rear in the moſt gallant man- 

ner, his diviſion following his example; and the action commenced about 

forty minutes paſt twelve o'clock. The Venerable ſoon got through the 

enemy's line, and I began a cloſe action, with my diviſion on their nch 
* * | , . - W 


* 
" 


. 
which laſted near two hours and a half, when I obſerved all the maſis of 
the Dutch admiral's ſhip to go by the board; ſhe was, however, de- 
fended for iome time in a moſt gallant manner; but being overpreſſed by 
A numbers, her colours were ſtruck, and Admiral De Winter was ſoon 
k. brought on board the Venerable. On looking around me, I obſerved 
d the thip bearing the vice-admiral's flag was alſo diſmaſted, and had ſur- 
a rendered to Vice - admiral Onſlow; and that many others had likewife 
* ſtruck. Finding we were in nine fathoms water, and not farther than 
five miles from the land, my attention was ſo much taken up in getting 
the heads- of the diſabled ſhips off ſhore, that I was-not able to diſtin- | 
iſh the number of ſhips captured; and the wipd having been con- | 
fantly on the land ſince, we have unayoidably been much diſperſed, fo | 
that I have not been able to gain an exact account of them, but we have 
taken poſſeſſion of eight or nine; more of them had ſtruck, but taking 
advantage of the night, and being ſo near their own coaſt, they ſuc- 
ceeded in getting off, and ſome of them were ſeen going into the Texel | 
the next morning. | | . | 
It is with the greateſt pleaſure and ſatisfaction I make known to their 
Lordſhips the very gallant behavidur of Vice-admiral Onſlow, the cap- 
tains, officers, ſeamen, and marines of the ſquadron, who all appeared 
actuated with the truly Britiſh ſpirit, at leaſt thoſe that I had an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing. | | C 18 
One of the enemy's ſhips caught fire in the action, and drove very near 
the Venerable; but I have the pleaſure to * was extinguiſhed, and 
ſhe is one of the hips in our poſſeſſion. The ſquadron has ſuffered 
much in their maſts, yards, and rigging, and many of them have loſt a 
number of men ; however, in no'proportion to that of the enemy. The 
carnage on board the two ſhips that bore the admirals' flags has been 
beyond all deſcription ; they have had no leis than 250 men killed and 
wounded on board of each ſhip. And here I have to lament the loſs of 
Captain Burgeſs, of his Majeſty's we” the Ardent, who brought that 
ſhip into action in the moſt gallant and maſterly manner, but was un- 
fortunately killed ſoon after. | However, the ſhip continued the action 
cloſe, until quite diſabled. ' The public have loſt a good and gallant of- 
cer in Captain Burgeſs, and I, with others, a ſincere friend. ; 
Captain Trollope's exertions and active good conduct in keeping fight 
of the enemy's fleet until I came up, have been truly meritorious, and, 
[ truſt, will meet a juſt reward.  þ | 
I ſend this by Captain Fairfax, by whoſe able advice I-profited much 
during the action, and who will give their Lordſhips any further parti- 
culars they may wiſh to know. 
As moſt of the ſhips uf the ſquadron are much diſabled, and ſeveral 
* prizes diſmaſted, I ſhall make the beſt of my way with them to 
ore a , * 


| herewith tranſmit you a liſt of killed and wounded on board ſuch of 
the ſquadron as I have been able to collect; a liſt of the enemy's fleet op- 
poſed to my ſquadron, and my line of battle on the day of action. 
Tons bumble ſervant, © 
eee 
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4 Lift of killed and wounded on "Ret? the Ships of Admiral Duncan's 
dran, in an Action with-the Dutch on the 11th of October 1797- 


Venerable —13 ſeamen, 2 marines, killed; 6 officers, 52 ſeamen, ; 
marines, wounded, Total 77. 
Monarch.—2 officers, 34 — killed; 9. officets, 79 ſeamen, 13 
marines, wounded. Total 136. 
Bedford.-—2 midſhipmen, 26 ſcamen, 2 marines, killed ; 1 lieute- 
* 37 ſeamen, 3 marines, wounded. Total 21. 
owerful.—8 ſeamen, 2 marines, killed; 4 officers, 74 ſeamen and 5 
marines, wounded. Total 88. 
in rf ſeaman, 1 marine, killed; 3 officers 18 ſeamen, wounded. 
otal 23. 
Ardent,—2 officers, 33 ſeamen, 6 marines, killed; 8 en, 85 ſea- 
men, 11 marines, 3 boys, wounded. Total 148. 
8055 incourt.— None killed or wounded. 
Belliqueux.—z officers, 20 ſeamen, 3 marines, Killed; 3 IE 63 
ſeamen, 12 D wounded. 1 0 | 
1 killed; 2 officers, 13 ſeamen, 3 marines, 
wounded. Total 21, : [3 


Triumph.—2 5 ſeamen, Sb Ou. o ſea- 
. N = 25 t 


” Officers lil. 
Monarch.—Mr. 3: p. Tindall and Mr. Moyle Finlay, midſhipmen, 
Ardent.—Captain Burgeſs ; Mr. Michael Dunn, maſter, 
„ Robert Webſter; Mr. James Milne, maſter's 


mate. . 
| | Officers wounded. _ 

Tenia. Slade Clay and Douglas; Lieutenant Chambers of 
the marines; Mr. Stewart, midſhipman; Mr. Brown, pilot. 

Monarch.—Liewtenant Retalick ; Lieutenant Smith of the marines; 
Mr. George Maſſie, Mr. Benjamin Clement, Mr. Daniel Sherwin, Mr. 
Charles Slade, midſhipmen ; Mr. John Chimley, maſter's mate. 

Bedford. Lieutenant Keenor. 

Powerful. Lieutenant Jennings ; Mr. Mel. Jones, boatſwain; Mr. 
Daniel Rogers, midſhipman ; Lieutenant Walker of the marines. 

Ifis.—Lieutenant Charles Rea of the e Mr. Simon Fraſer and 
Mr. Jobn Walker, midſhipme 

Ardent. —Liewtenant Jumes Roſe, Lieutenant John Sobriel; Captain 
Cuthbert of marines ; John Tracy, maſter's mate; Mr. John Aire), 
maſter's mate; Mr. Thomas Leopard, tmidfliipman ; Mr. Joba Taylor, 
captain's clerk, dightly; Mr. George Killiar, midſhipman, lightly. 

Belliqueux. Lieutenant Robert England, ſlightly ; Captain Jams 
Caſſel of marines, ſlightly; Mr. James — madſh1 

Lancaſter. Lieutenant Morgan, Lieutenant Sandys of the marines. 

Triumph. — Captain u, flightly in the arm; Mr. Chapman. 
firſt lieutenant, ſlightly in the head; Mr. Troll third lieutena!, 
. lightly 1 in the foot; Mr. Read, maſter, Hightly | iſed; Mr. Jones 


mud{hi htly in the face, 
he Pa earner nan} | ADAM DUNCAN, 


55 


of 


(2.3 


LA and Diſpaftion of the Dutch Flat on the 11th of O 1797. 
* e a 
Vie · Admiral Reyntjes Commander. 
C Captain Jacobſon, 68 o me 
erberus, pre, guns, 450 wen. 


ite- Delft, 4 — 56 guns, 375 men.— Taken. ; 
Jupiter, Vice-admiral Read dt (> peu Meuſen, 74 guns, 

and 550 men.— Taken. 1 e 6 
Alkmaar, Captain Kraft, 56 350 men. — Taken. 

Jed. Haerlem, Captain Wiggetts, 68 guns, 450 men.— Taken. 
Munikkendam, Captain Lancaſter, 44 guns, 270 men. Taken. 

ſea- Heldin, Captain Dumiſnilde L Eeſtrille, 32 guns, 230 men. 
Daphne brig, Lieutenant Fredericks, 18 guns, 98 men. 

63 CENTRE. 


Admiral De Winter, Commander in Chief. 
* Waſſenaer, Captain Holland, 64 guns, 450 men.— Taken. 
* Batavier, Captain Souters, 56 guns, 360 men. 
Vryheid 3 Admiral De Winter Van Roſſem, 74 guns, 
$50 men.— . . x 
States General, Rear- Admiral Story, 74 guns, $550 men. 
Leyden, Captain Muſquetier, 68 guns, 450 men. | 
Mars, Captain Kalff, 44 guns, 400 men. 
ert Waakſaamheid, Captain- Li Nicrop, 24 guns, 150 men. 
Minerva, Captain Eilbracht, 24 guns, 150 men. 
Galatea brig, Lieutenant Rivery, 18 guns, 98 men. 
Atalanta brig, Lieuteuant Plets, 18 guns, 98 men. 


rs of | 
REAR, _ 
Ur Rear-Admiral Bloys Commander. WIE 
Admiral Devries, Captain Zegers, 68 guns, 440 men.—Taken, 
— Captain Van Ryſeore 64 guns, 459 men. Taken. 
Mr. Brutus, Rear-adiniral Bloys, 74 guns, 550 men. 


Beſchermer, Captain Hinxtt, 56 guns, 350 men. 23 
and. 12 (the Equality), Captain Ruyſen, 68 guns, 450 men. — 


; Ambuſcade, Captain-lieufenant H 32 , 270 men.— Taken. 
eo ft Lian Akon, of guns of 25 
iso), Lieutenant men. 
S N DUNCAN. 
amss rr 
Dipoftion of the Squadras, in the Order of Batile,, on the 11th OA 
| Wes. | 
LARBOARD, or LEE DIVISION, 
Richard Onſlow, Eſq. Vice-Admiral of the Red, Commander. 
1. Ruſſel, Henry Trollope, captain, 74 guns, 590 men. 
2. Director, William — captoin, 64 guns, 491 men. 
3. Montague, John Knight, captain, 74 guns, 590 men. 


- 


4. Ve- 


— ——_ — — — — . — —— - 


| 
| 
| 
| 


("i 
4. Veteran, George Gregory, captain, 64 guns, 491 men. 


5. Monarch, Vice-admiral Onſlow, Edward O'Bryen, captain, 74 


guns, 59g men. f 
6. Powerful, William O*Bryen Drury, captain, 74 guns, 590 men, 
7. Monmouth, James Walker, captain, 64 guns, 491 men. 
8. Agincourt, John Williamſon, captain, 64 guns, 491 men. 
Ac“, 4 1 RN REFEATEBS.. i [ys 1 
Beaulieu frigate. Cutters—Roſe, King George, Active, Diligent. 
N —Speculator lugger.. | 


STARBOARD,' or WEATHER DIVISION. 


Adam Duncan, Efq. Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chief, 
| 3 | ; &c. c. & . 
9. Triumph, William Henry Eſſington, captain, 74 guns, 640 men. 
10. Venerable, Admiral Duncan, William George Fairfax, captain, 
74 guns, 593 men. "S N 
11. Ardent, Richard R. Burgeſs, captain, 64 guns, 491 men. 
12. Bedford, Sir Thomas Byard, captain, 74 guns, 590 men. 
13. Lancaſter, John Wells, captain, 64 guns, 491 men. 
14. Belliqueux, John Inglis, captain, 64 guns, 491 men. 
7 8 Adamant, William Hotham, captain, 50 guns, 343 men. 
16. Iſis, William Mitchell, captain, 50 guns, 343 men. 


on \ "REPEATERS. , *' 
Circe frigate—Martin ſoop. 
Aan DUNCAN. 


1 J Venerable, off Orfordugſi, Oct. 15, 1797. 
IN addition to my letter of the 13th inſtant, containing the particu- 
lars of the action of the 11th, and which I have not been able to fend 
away until this day, I have to acquaint - you, for the information of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, that, from the wind continuing 
to blow on the -Dutch coaſt, the ſhips have had great difficulty in 
| keeping off the ſhore, and that we have unavoidably been ſeparated.— 
On Friday laſt the wind blew ſtrong from the W.S.W. to the W.N.W. 
and continued ſo to do until Saturday morning; it then ſhifted to the 
north, when I made the fignal to wear, ſtood to the weſtward, and for- 
tunately anchored here evening, the Venerable being ſo leaky, that, 
with all her pumps going, we could but juſt. keep her free, This morn- 
ing I obſerved the ſhips named in the in * at anchor near us, three 
near the Kentiſh Knock, and three in Hoſley Bay. The wind is at 
N. W. and much againſt the diſabled ſhips; I have therefore ſent the 
Lancaſter and Beauſieu out, to render them aſſiſtance. 
Sir Thomas Williams, in the Endymion, who joined me the day 
after the action, I alſo ſent in ſhore, to keep by and aſſiſt the diſabled 
ſhips; and I am informed that, in the courſe of the night, he fell in 


— — — - + 
Monarch, Powerful, Lancaſter, Beaulieu. * 


* 
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E 


1 


Ge 


vih uU of the Jn Ogg and had engaged her, but - 


have not heard the am, - Sir, 8 
Tour moſt IA er bumble ſervant, 
Evan Nepean, 25. ADAM DUNCAN. 


AS. 7 as; 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Oct. a8, 1797. 
Admiralty Office, Oateber 28. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Charles Rowley, Commander of his Mayefty's 


Ship Unire, to the Right Hanearable Lord Bridport, K. B. dated * 


the gth inflant. 


My Lord, 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordſhip, that, a 


deg. 10 min. north, and lengitude 5 deg. 35 min. Weſt, 1 captured the 


national corvette Decouverte, of 14 guns and go men, commanded by 
Monſ. Martineneq, Lieutenant de Vaiſſeau, four days from Nanti, 


charged with ſecret diſpatches, which he threw overboard, with ten of + 


her guns, — 
T have the honour to be, &c. 
+ CHA. ROWLEY, 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Od. 31, 1707. a 
Admiralty Office, October 31. 


Extra# of a Letter from the Right Hon. Admiral Lord Bridport, K. J. to 
Evan Nepean, EJq. dated on board his Majeſty's Ship Riyal George, at. 
Sea, the 2bth of Offober 1797. 


 HEREWITH you will receive, for their Lorddhips' information, the 
of a letter from C Yorke; of his Majeſty's ſhip Stag, * 


i n ocyte French lugger privateer, 
Stag, at Sea, Offober 6, 1797 
I HAVE the honour to „chat, on the zoth of ber 


his Ma Stag fell — and deſtroyed Le 
nr printer of four - gins and thirty men, of Plymouth, out teh 
Gays from Morlaix, wit king wy wh 1 
have 
70s. YORKE. 


Admiralty Office, Ofeber 31, 


Err Ons Je Gi Orem his Mai : 


"lp Childers, ts Evan Nepean, B. dated * 
* 


„Haun the hondur to acquaint you with my „ dn bos with Le 
Furet, French ſchooner privater, 


burteen, men, a — ſwift Aller“ ſhe-was captured 
Vf the os Tron, Chien in tore he 4 EEO 34th, * 
Vo! 


mounting — pounders, pierced for 


* 


Sir 
| 1 ENCLOSE herewith copies of letters I have received from Captain I u 


two of the enemy's privateers by 


- — — — —— < 


I BEG leave to acquaint your Lordſhip, that yeſterday _— of 
porr, 


610) 
ine of Bas and Alreverak, on her return to Treguier, after a three weeks 
cruiſe, during which ſhe had made bat one capture. | 

— I have the honour to be, &c. | 
JAMES O*BRYEN, 


— 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Nov. 117, 1797. 
Admiralty Office, Nov. 11. : T 


Copy of a Letter from Admiral the Earl St. Vincent, Commander in Chief of 
%, Majeſty's Ships and Yefſels employed on the Coaft of Portugal, to Evan 
Nepean, 25. dated on board the Ville de Paris, in the Tagus, Oftibr 


27, 1797. I; 
: J 
an account of the capture of Wl u 
ajeſty's ſloops the Speedy and 
am, & c. 
ST. VINCENT. 7 


. My Lend, | Spredy, off Operts, Sepe, 18, 1797. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you, — on the 13th inſt, his Mag 


Dow nman and Captain Pierrepont, gn 
King's Fiſher. | 1 


| top Speedy captured the Palma, a Spaniſh ſchooner privateer, off Ville bi: 
de Co 


nde, mounting two three-pounders and four ſwivels, with twenty» vlt 
UGH DOWNMAN. 
King's Fiſher, Sept. 16, 1797. 


—_— men. She had been eight days from Vigo, and had not taken any 
g. 


Camina, I fell in with and captured the French lugger privateer L' 


mounting two carriage guns and four ſwivels, and manned with thirty- 1 
nine men; out thirteen days from Rochelle, but had not made any cap- WW fic 
ture. | I have the honour to be, &c. Was 
| F : C. H. PIERREPONT, l 
| a | Admiralty Office, Nov. 11. 34 

Di. a Letter from Captain H. Dig by, Commander of his Majefty's Ski 
me to the Earl St. Vincent, ; Bow in Chief of his 2 Gy 

Ships and Y, eels employed on the Coaft of Portugal, dated at Sto, li 
7th of September 1797- | 
My Lord, 3 | * 
I HAVE che honour to — gn you of the capture of L'Aig' = 
French privateer, mounting twelve guns, and ſeventy-ſeven men, com- * 
manded by Louis Daroche, nine days from Rochelle; had taken nothing and 
1 Wave he hater ts by was 


Oy of a Letter from Captain Tyler to the Earl St, Vindent, dated on len 
_ . .. his Majeſty's Ship L' Aigle, Tagus, September 7, 1797 
M 


y Lord, ; 
+ T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that on the oth of Jt 
baft, off Cape Finiſterre, the Boſton in company, we captured a Fre 


18 


( = ) 


lugger, called the Hazard, of eight guns and fiſty men, belonging to 
Bayonne, and laſt from Corunna; made no captures. Auguſt the 13th 
lf, I captured the French lugger La Manche, eight guns and eight 
ſwivels, and forty-nine men, ging to Nantes; out thirteen days, 
made no captures, On the 17th of the ſame month, obſerving two 
veſſels working into the Bay of Lax, I ordered the lugger to cut them out. 
The weather not proving favourable, one of them, a brig laden with 
rice, could not be brought off. I took the rice out, and burnt the veſſel, 


The was Spaniſh, bound for Corunna. . 
* CHA. TYLER. 


Sir, His N. iefly's Shi Arrora, River Tagus, Sept. 17 1 7. 

I HAVE to . that I captured, on my way to Liſbon, ds 

th inſtant, L'Eſpiegle, French privateer brig, mounting fourteen guns 

and ſixty men, from — os Ti. _— Knell; had 

taken in the morning a Portu i | to Oporto, 
which ſhe had ſent to St. Lucar. "gs I am, &c. 


ay of @ Letter from Admiral the Earl Se. Vincent, E. B. to Zons Negeas, 
vY A dated Ville de Paris, off Cadiz, Ofober 5. 


YOU will ges herewith a eter from Lord Henry Puulet, captain 0 of 
his Majeſty's ſhip Thalia, acquainting me with his having, on the roth 
ut. captured L'Efpor Freach corre, of wen guns GE edt 92. 
b Iam, f 


97. Sir, Thalia, at Sea, September 1 f. 
of YESTERDAY eveni ng, þ in latitude 34 deg. 27 min. N. and lon- 
* fete 29 deg. 49 min. W. Tea the Franch vation corvene 
'Eſpoir, mounting ſixteen fix-pounders, and having ninety-fix men; 
ſhe comes from Cayenne, and was cruifing with another corvette, which 
was taken the 20th ult. by an Enplith frigate. © © | 
T. Earl St. Vincent, Commander in Chief, . H. PAULET. 


| Admiralty Office, November 11. 


fy of a Letter Ca Commander of his Majefty's Ship the 

* Triton, to ate . dated at Sea, October 23. . 
My Lord,. | | 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that I this day chaſed 


f ind captured, cloſe in with Alreverak, the Furet, French ſchooner pri- 
Age vateer, mounting four guns, . four-pounders, but pierced for fourtten, 


_=_ having fifty-three men on board; twenty-three days out from Treguier, 

ung. and wd is taken the Denton Fog 815 lden with coals, which 
vas retaken the next day by his Majeſty's ſhip Jaſon. 

. . y by » 6 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

57 JOHN GORE. 


, 7 32 Admiralty 


+ (28) f 
Admiralty Office, November 1t. ö 


| a Letter from Captain Faull nor, Commander of his Majeſty's Ni 
* iana, to Evan Nepean, Eſq. dated Cork Harbour, 1 | 
Sir, pk | 

PLEASE to inform my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, that 
a fine coppered ſhip privateer of ſixteen guns and one hundred and ei 
men, out of Bourdeaux, is juſt brought in here, _— by his Nach 
ſhips d and Doris; ſhe is called La Brune, and held our ſhips a chaſe 
arg es; ſhe had, on the 17th of September, taken the Induſtry 
brig, from Newfoundland, bound to Liſbon, and on the gth of October 
the Commerce brig, from n to Oporto, in ballaſt. 


am, 
J. FAULKNOR, 


x — com ta 


. n_ 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, November 25, 1700 
Admiralty Office, Nov. 25. | 
Extract of a Letter from Fice-admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Kut. Commander 
in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and Viſſels at Jamaica, to Ewvan'Nepean, 
Eg. dated Queen, Cape Nicola Mole, October 8, 1797. 


HIS Majeſty's floop Albacore arrived here laſt night, with a privateer 
ſchooner of three guns, called the Nantaife, copper-bottomed. I have 
the honour to tranſmit herewith a return of the number of armed veſſels 
taken and deſtroyed fince my laſt. | 

One ſmall barge of one gun, captured by his Majeſty's ſhip Thames. 

One ſchooner privateer of two guns, 14 muſkets, and 30 men; three 
other ſmall boats ſent in, and 10 deſtroyed. by the Drake. _ | 

One ſchooner privater of one gun and a0 men, captured and brought 
in by the Aquilan. 2 ba, | 

Iwo armed bri 4 and brought in by the Rattler. 
La Trompeuſe French ſchooner privateer, 12 guns and 78 men, 
ſunk by his Majeſty's brig Pelican. SHE AI 
A Spaniſh packet of fix guns, with troops on board, captured by the 
Diligence, in company with the Renommee and Hermione, 

A copper-bottomed ſchooner privateer, of three guns and 56 men, 
. , captured and brought in by the Albacore. : 

One row-bqat privateer, armed with ſwivels and muſkets, cap 
tured by the Albacore, hr hy | " 
| Admiralty Office, November 2 5, | 
Extras of another Letter from Vice-admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Li. 
| Ewan Nepean, E/q. dated the 61h of Oeder 1797+ 

I BEG you. will be pleaſed to inform their Lordſhips, that Captain 
Gaſcoyne being ill of a fever, I put Lieutenant White of the Queen inf 
his Majeſty's brig Pelican, to command her during the Captain's illneſs. 

On the 15th of laſt month, Lieutenant White had the good fortune o 
fall in with the Trompeuſe French privateer brig. His 1 irited conduct 
and officer-like management, I am ſure, will Nane impreſſed on 
their Lordſhips“ minds, by his aceount of the action, herewi encloſed, 
as it wag on mine, in giving him great credit for hot. 
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Sift, Pelican, at Sea, September 17. 
THAVE the honour to inform you, that at thirty minutes paſt ſeven 
A. M. we diſcovered a brig bearing N. N. W. (Cape Nicholas 8. by W. 
half W.) ſtanding towards us, with the larboard tacks on board. As 
ſne appeared to be a veſſel of force, I immediately made all ſail towards 
her, the wind being eaſt. At forty- ive minutes paſt eight, ſhe having 
ſhown French colours, we opened our fire on her in croſſing, then wore 
round her ſtern, and-kept up a continued and well · directed fire until 
twenty minutes after nine, when ſhe made all ſail from us with the lar» 
board tacks. Unfortunately we could not immediately make all fail 
after her, as our running rigging was much cut ; but as ſoon as it was 
repaired, every exertion was made to get alongfide of her a ſecond time, 
. which was effected at forty-five minutes after twelve, when we opened 


2 


Nr 


our fire on her, which was ſo well directed, that at ten minutes paſt one 


ſhe blew up abaft, and ſtruck her colour. At fifteen minutes after one 
ſhe went down by the head, and was totally loſt, Upon which we imme- 
diately hoiſted out our boats, and fortunately ſaved the lives of fixty.of 
her crew, by whom we learn ſhe was the Trompeuſe French privateer 
uder brig, mounting 1a ſix-pounders and 78 men on board; ſhe had been o 
van, eleven days, but had only taken one prize. ö 
I feel myſelf greatly indebted to Captain Perkins, of the Drake, whom 
I diſcovered in ſhore of us, for uſing every exertion to work to windward, 
teer and cut her off from Jean Rebel, as ſoon as I made the private ſignal to 
ve him, and that of the chaſe being an _ 
flels Permit me to obſerve, that great praiſe is due to Lieutenants Ward 
and Uſher, and Mr. M Cleaverty the Maſter, for their zeal, conduct, 
— and bravery, as alſo to the inferior officers and ſhip's company, for their 
bree ſteadineſs, obedience, and courage. 
| Encloſed I have the honour ta ſend you a liſt of the killed and 
ught wounded. | I have the honour to be, &c. 


: 3 THOMAS WHITE, 
; Sir Hyde Parker, Nut. Ee. 


ven, | 
A Lift of killed and wounded on board his Majefly's Sloop Pelican, the 17th 
* Da of Septeniber 1797 = 
nen, Killled— John Cooke, marine. fg | 
Wounded Thomas Stockdale, ordinary ſeaman, und fracture. 
cap- Etean Beckwell, able ſeaman, wounded in the jaw. Robert Hughes, 


ordinary ſeaman, wounded in the head, Daniel Lucas, able ſeaman, 
' wounded lightly... John Reed, cockſwain, contuſion in the thigh. 
( (Signed) THOMAS W 


— 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Nov. 28, 1797. 
Admiralty Office, Nov. 28. , . 
Copy of a Letter Admiral Lord Duncan, Commander in Chief of bis 
Reels Sg, and Vols in the North Sear, ts Evan Nepean; f. 
dated the 47 b 5 1 ii 
Sir, | | 3: 6 | bh 
I HEREWITH.-encloſe, for the information of the Lords Commiſ- 
fioners of the Admiralty, a liſt of the killed and wounded on the 11th of 


wu) 
OQober laſt, on board ſuch of his Majeſty's ſhips under my command, 


whoſe fituations after the action prevented their returns being made in 
time to be included in the one before tranſmitted. . 
: I am, &c. 


i DUNCAN. 
Li of the killed and wounded on board ſuch of bis 
my Command, who were in the Attion of the 11th 


Majeſty's Ships « 
.die l a 
from whom no Return was made before. TE | 

Montagu.—3 ſeamen killed ; 2 officers, 2 ſeamen, 1 marine, 
wounded. * G 

Director.—6 ſeamen, 1 marine, wounded. 

Monmouth.—r officer, 1 feaman, 2 marines, '1 boy, killed; 16 ſea- 
-men, 2 marines, 4 boys, wounded, R i | 
|  , Veteran.——1 officer, 3 ſeamen, killed; 21 ſeamen wounded, 

Ruffell.—6 officers, 14 ſeamen, 1 ſergeant of marines, 3 [privates 
ditto, wounded. 6.59 | 
 /Adamant.—None killed or wounded, | 


Names of Officers killed and wounded, | | 
Veteran, —Lieutenant Francis Ferrett, killed. 1 «f 


Montago,—Lientenant Ralph Sneyd and Mr. James Forbiſhly, nid. 


Mi , wounde | | 
Rufell.—Lieutenant David Johnſon ; Mr. Thomas Troughtor 
maſter ; Mr. George Taylor, maſter's mate; Mr. John Brooks, boat- 
Swain ; Mr. Thomas Abbott, pilot; Mr. Thomas Sherrard, pilot; John 
Howard, ſergeant of marines ; wounded. : | 
Left in the Dutch Prine-foip Delft. 
- Monmouth.—2 marines drowned. \ — 
Veteran,—s2 feamen drowned, 2 | 
Ruſſell.— 1 feaman drowned. 


(Signed) DUNCAN. 


E 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 2, 1797. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain John Drew, Commander of bis Majofy' 

Ship Cerberus, to Las Nepean, E/. dated at Cork, the 20th ultime. 

Sir, $7, | 

Fon the information of my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
I have to acquaint Fan, on the 12th inſtant, in the lat. 49 deg. 48 win. 
N. long. 22 deg. 18 min. W. I captured the French private ſhip of war 
| L'Epervier, carrying 16 four-pounders, pierced for 20, and her 
complement 145 men. On the 13th recaptured the Adelphi, from Que- 
bec, bound to London, taken by the above ſhip. On the 14th 
Le Renard, carrying 18 fix-pounders, pierced for 20, her com 
aK9 men; both — are copper - bottomed, fail very faſt, and are 
quite new. We likewiſe chaſed the Buonaparte, carrying 3a guns 
=50 men, but carrying away all our ſteering - ſails and main top · galant 
maſt, it enabled her to get off, after doing her con ſiderable damage with 
the bow-chaſe guns, * I have every reaſon to believe ſhe is 0 
France, from her having thrown every thing 
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| - From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 5, 3797: 
Atiniralty Office, Dec. 5. | 


M Lord urora, Nov. 1 . 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that I captured on the 280 5 


Ockober, a French ſhip named L'Aimable Sophie, in ballaſt, and ſent 
her to Liſbon. On the 29th I took, off Cape Ortegal, three Spaniſh 
coaſters, which, from their condition, I did not think proper to nſk my 
people on board ; I therefore ſunk one, made a cartel of another, and 
tent the third conditionally to Corunna. 


On the 16th I ca two Spaniſh brigs, loaded with hemp, arms, 


and iron, names unknown ; their, crews had left them before my boats 
bad got on board. On the 18th one of them was ſo unfit to equal the 


weather, that I took my ople out and funk her; at this time loſt 


22 had ordered to make for Liſbon in caſe of 
yen a chaſe of nine hours, I captured yeſterday, about fix leagues 
from Cape Roxent, L'Aventure French privateer ſchooner, nineteen 
days from Rochelle, mounting eight four-pounders and 43 men, com- 
manded by Auguſtin Vildieu. 
J have the honour to be, &c. : 
Earl St. Vincent, c. H. DIGBY. 


* 
———_—_—— 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 9, 1797. 
Admiralty Office, Dec. 9 . # | a 


of a Letter from the Earl of St. Vincent, Commander in — bis 
Majefly's Ships and Veſſels on the Ca of Portugal, to Evan Nepcan, 
Ei. dated on board the Ville de Paris, in the Tagus, Nov. 12, 
Sir, „ | 5 
I ENCL OSE a liſt of the captures made by Captain Retalick, in his 
Majeſty's ſloop La Bonne Citoyenne, during her cruiſe in the Mediter- 


ranean the laſt ſummer. f | 
I am, &c. ST. VINCENT. 


Le Pleuvier French privateer, of nine guns and 43 men, eight days 
from Carthagena, having taken nothing; ſent to Algiers : captured 
between Carthagena and Oran, Le Canarde French 4 of 10 

ns and 64 men, from Marſeilles, out three manths; captured one 
ruſſian, one Ruſſian, and one veſſel under Turkiſh colours: ſent to 
Malta, Two Spanifh brigs in ballaſt, from Catalonia to Trieſte, with 
8,900 dollars. Jengin del Roſario, Spaniſh tartan, from Barcelona to 
Minorca, with 20 recruits ; the wind being to the ſouthward, and ſcarce 


of water, ſent all the priſoners on board of her. With eight other Spa- 


niſh merchantmen of ſmall value. 


Cop of = Letter from , Commander of hit Majefyis Ship 
Jaſon, — — EA. dated Falmouth, Der. . _ 


APD, 


ON the 21} ult. off Belleiſle, his Majeſty's ſhip under my os man 


wok La Marie, a French eg brig, carrying 14 guns and-69 men. 


have, &c. CHA, STIREING-» 
, 


— 


„ | 
Copy of « Letter from the Right Hon. Lord Bridyort, K. B. to Roo 


Nepean, Eig. dated the 5th of Der. 
Ar, | | 


YOU will herewith receive a copy of a letter from Captain White, of 
his - Majeſty's brig Sylph, which I tranſmit. for their Lordſhips' in- 
formation, | | I have, &c, | 

| : | | \, ,_ BRIDPORT. 


M Lord, | Sy « Cawſand B * Dec. 2. 
I BEG leave to acquaint your Lord dat we ſailed from this an- 
ehorage on the 19th ult. in order to rejoin the ſquadron under Captain 
Keats, but owing to thick and blowing weather, I was not able to fall in 
with him before he quitted the rendezvous. I have further to acquaint 
your Lordſhip, that fince the above period we have made the following 
recaptures (between Belleiſle and Rochfort), and with the laſt of them 
. we arrived here this morning. | | 

On the 21ft of Nov. Active ſchooner, from Newfoundland bound to 
Teignmouth, laden with fiſh and-oil; ſhe was captured, on the 14th of 
Nov. by La Conſtance brig privateer of Nantes. On the 23d of Nov. a 
Pruſſian galliote, from Amſterdam to Liſbon, laden with wheat, captured 
by Le Buonaparte ſhip privateer of Bourdeaux, dn ſuſpicion of the cargo 
being Portngueſe property; this veſſel being very leaky, and her cargo 
much damaged, I ſuffered her to proceed (after taking out the French- 
men) to her original deſtination. On the 23d of Nov. the brig Diana, 
from New Providence bound to London, n with cotton, ſugar, and 
coffee, captured on the 12th of Nov. by the Felix cutter privateer of 
14 guns, 'onging to Nantes; befides the Diana, ſhe had taken three 
Engliſh veſſels from Newfoundland, and two Americans outward bound. 
On the goth of Nov. the ſhip Henniker, from London bound to Mar- 
tinique, laden with proviſions on account of Government, was under 
convoy of the Trent aud Amphitrite, and captured in lat. 42 dleg. 37 
min. north, and long. 21 deg. $9 min. weſt, by Le Frangois ſhip priva- 
teer of Nantes, on the 23d of oveinber. 

The priſoners taken in the Diana inform me, that the Le Felix (the 

rivateer to which they belonged) was upſet on the night of the 16th of 
— in a ſudden and violent guſt of wind, and though not 2 
quarter of a mile from her prize, not one of her crew was ſaved, which 
conſiſted of 115 men, excluſive of whom, I am ſorry to add, periſhed 
22 Britiſh and American ſeamen, belonging to the veſſels this privateer 
had captured. I am, my Lord, &c. | 

5 : J. WHITE. 


Copy. of a Letter from Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent, K. B. Commander 
ia Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels in the River Tagus, to Evan 
Nepean, Eſq. dated the 28th of Nov. | 


 TENCLOSE, for the information of the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


Admiralty, a letter from Captain Weſtcott, commander of his Majeſty's 
ſhip Majeſtic, acquainting Rear-admiral Sir John Orde with his having, 
on the 14th inſt. captured the Spaniſh corvette Bolador, of 16 guns 


74 men. 219 
Alſo a letter from Captain Hotham, of his Majeſty's ſhip Blanche, to 
Captain Tyler, commander of L'Aigle, giving an account of his * 
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Le Coureur French privateer of 14 guns and 5 men, the 20th of this 
month. 7 


6 > X b 

Sir, | Majeftic, . off Cage St. Vincent, Nov. 15. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that chehng from the ſquadron 
under your command, yeſterday, I captured the Bolador, a Spaniſh 
corvette of 16 guns and 74 men, ſchooner rigged, commanded by Don 
Antonio Rodriguez. He had been ſeventy four days on his paſſage from 
the Caraccos, and charged with diſpatches, which he had thrown over- 
board during the chaſe. a i 
I have, &c, J. B. WESTCOTT, 


Sir, Blanche at Sea, Nov. 21. 
THE officer who will have the honour of delivering this, is ſent in 
with Le Coureur French privateer brig, of 14 guns and go men, taken 
by his Majeſty's ſhip under my command, in the night of the 20th inſt, 
after a chaſe of three hours. I have, &c. 
| (poo H. HOTHAM, 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 16, 1797. 


- Admiralty Office, Dec. 16. | 
Copy of a Letter from Rear-admiral Harvey, Commander in Chief of his 
Majeſty's Ships and Veſſelt at the Leeward Mandi, to Evan Nepean, E. 
dated on board the Prince of Wales in Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, be 
5¹⁰ of October. A 
Sir, | | . | 
BE pleaſed to acquaint their Lordſhips, that his Majeſty's ſloop Bit- 
tern, commanded by Lieutenant Edward Kittoe, fell in with, the 13th 
ult. off Tortola, and captured the French hip privateer L'Agreable, 
of 18 guns, nine and fix pounders, and 115 men, which had left Gua- 
daloupe two days before, and taken nothing ; had been Juſt fitted out, 
s a faſt ſailer, and coppered, 4 | | 
The capture of this veſſel, under her firſt equipment, is of much con- 
ſequence; and the very ſpirited manner in which ſhe was attacked and 
captured in the night (although without refiſtance) does great credit to 
the conduct of Lieutenant Kittoe. = $445 3 
I have the honour to be, &c. c. 
a HENRY HARVEY. 


Copy of another Letter from Rear-admiral Harvey to Evan Nepean, E/q. 
8 _ dated the 5th of October. 
ir, 


IAM to acquaint you for the information of their Lotdſhips, that 
his Majeſty's ſhip Lapwing, on the 1ſt of Auguſt, being to the north- 
vard of Tortola, in lat. aa deg. 20 min. captured the Le Regulus F rench 
'Privateer ſloop, belonging to Porto Rico, of four guns and 26 men, 
hich Captain Barton ſent to St. Chriſtopher ; ſhe had been out fifteen 


days, and had captured an American brig. ' | 0 
K I have, &c. ho HENRY HARVEY. 


vor. VII, | G 7, 


- 


( a8 >) *- 


| T 
of another Letter from Rear-admiral Harvey to Evan N. 2 
Copy of | dated the 5th of October. els 11 a 
 _ | | | th 

BE pleaſed to acquaint their Lordſhips, that his Majeſty's ſhi 
Scourge captured, the 28th ult. off a ee La Sarazine French ta 


ſchooner privateer, belonging to Guadaleupe, of fix guns and 58 men, 
which Captain Warren ſent to this iſland, Lohe had been out = days, Ja 


but had taken nothing. de 
WE I bave, &c. &c. HENRY HARVEY. | 
ac 
of another Letter from Rear-admiral Harvey to Evan Nepean, E/. M 
. | 2 the 5th AOA 1 


Sir, | 
BE pleaſed to acquaint their Lordſhips, that his Majeſty's ſhip Tamer ge: 
(Captetn Martin) has captured and ſent to Barbadoes — French pri- 
vateers belonging to Guadaloupe, the force of which, with their names, Ti 
and the dates of their capture, are as follow: — 4th Aug. 1797, Le Pont by 
d'Arcole, cutter, four guns and 48 men, off Mariagalante., 8th ditto, Le | 
Renard, cutter, 10 guns and 71 men, off Martinique. 10th ditto, ver 
L'Utile, ſhip, of 14 guns and 135 men, off Barbadoes. tur 
They had been out a very ſhort time, and the two former had not | 
taken any thing ; but the latter had captured one Engliſh and two Ame- Lis 


rican veſſels, cap 
I have the honour, &c. HENRY HARVEY, ] 

. | | en 

Copy of another Letter from Rear-admiral Harvey to Evan Nepean, Eq. tur 


e Sir, : < 4 * « 
ENCLOSED is. an account of captures and recaptures made by the Cop 
ſhips of his Majeſty's fquadron under my command, as againſt their re- 


| _ names fled, between the 25th July 1797, and the date bereo!; 
ſo an account of veſſels detained under neutral colours, and libelled in [ 
the court of admiralty for the cauſes ſtated in the ſaid account during WW M 
that period. _ I have the honour to be, &c. | con 
" 207 Gale, HENRY HARVEY. PRs 
| . ug 
An Account of Merchant Ships and Yeſſels captured and recaptared an 2 
likewiſe ſuch as bave been * under neutral Colours by his Majeſty" and 
Ships and Fefſels (reſpectively expreſſed againſt their Names) wnder the ſcho 
Command of Henry Harvey, &/q. Rear-admiral of the Red, and Cum. eica 
mander in Chief, &c. &c. at the Leeward [/lands, between the 4540 hoy 
Jiu and the 5th Oftober 1797. > | digt 

Brig Decifion, of 200 tons and eight men, from Cape Frangois 10 
— ico, in ballaſt, belonging to Cape Francois: recapfured by the c 

Brig SchyIkill, of 100 tons and eight men, from New York to Porto 
Rico, laden with flour, belonging to Philadelphia: taken by the Babet; 1 
detained ; {uppoled to be Spaniſh property. Bk 8 lente 
Barque Aolus, of 180 tons and 10 men, from Marſeilles to * his \ 
Thomas, laden with wines, belonging to Copenhagen: taken by t tend 


Babet; detained, cargo French property. | 
Brig Experiment, of 400 tons and 13 men, from Guadaloupe to © 


> 
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D 


22 SrESER 


( 79 ) 
Thomas, laden with ſtaves and ballaſt, belonging to Guadaloupe : de- 
tained, cargo being French property. | 
Brig Mary, of 158 tons and 10 men, from Wilmington to Marti» 
nique, laden with lumber, belonging to Philadelphia: recaptured by 
loop Telegraph, boa Berihude 66 If laden with pitch, 
Sloop Telegraph, rmuda to Martinique, with 
tar, Ke. bios to Bermudas: recaptured by the Bittern. | 
Ship Lyon, of 188 tons and 11 men, from Bourdeaux to St. 
aden with plantation ſtores, helonging to Boſton : taken by the Bittern; 
detained, irregular papers and contraband 2 
Sloop » Of 104 tons and 10 men, from St. Thomas to Surinam, 
laden with caſh and dry goods, belonging to St. Thomas : taken by the 
Matilda; dgained, falfe invoice, crew conſiſting of enemy. 
Ship Roſe, of 350 tons, from St. Vincent to St. Pierre, laden with 
wine and dry goods, belonging to London : recaptured by the Ven- 


nce. . 
1 Blazing Star, of go tons and fix men, from Cu to St, 


Thomas, laden with indigo, coffee, &c. belonging to New Tork: taken 
by the L*Aitnable ; detained, ſuppoſed enemy's property. 

Ship Mary, 220 tons, 10 guns and 17 men, from Demarara to Li- 
verpool, laden with coffee, ſugar, &c. belonging to Liverpool: recap- 
tured by L'Aimable, , 

Brig Abbey, of 230 tons, 10 guns and 13 men, from Demarara to 
Liverpool, laden with coffee, ſugar, &c. belonging- to Liverpool : re- 
captured by the L*Aimable. 

Ketch John, of 258 tons and 16 men, from the Iſie of France to Sa- 


lem, laden with indigo, coffee, ſugar, &c. belonging to Salem: recap» 
tured by the L'Aimable. : 
(Signed) HENRY HARVEY, 


of another Letter from Rear-admiral Harvey to Evan Nepean, Ei. 
ht i gr the 5th of Oftober. : * 
ir, | 
THE Alexandrine ſchooner, of fix guns and 4o men, tender to his 
Majeſty's ſhip Prince of Wales, having failed from hence, under the 
command of Lieutenant William Wood Senhouſe, in queſt of ſome pri, 
Yateers that were ſaid to be of this iſland, fell in with, the 1 5th of - 
Augnſt laſt, La Cocq French privateer, of ſix guns and 34 men. Aſter 
an action of three quarters of an hour ſhe ſtruck, having two men killed 
and five wounded. The ſame evening the Alexandrine attacked another 
ſchooner of greater force, which, after a running action of ſome time, 
eicaped by the darkneſs of the night. The conduct of Lieutenant Sen- 
houle, the officers and men of the Alexandrine, on this, occaſion, was - 
highly ſpirited and meritorious, 
In bave the honour, &c. &c. HENRY HARVEY. 


Copy of another Letter from Rear-admiral Haruey to Evan Nepean, 

* dated the 224 October. 928 
Sir, 2 | 

I ENCLOSE you for the information of their Lode of a 

letter I have received from Lieutenant William Wood Senhouſe, of 

Majeſty's ſhip Prince of Wales, commanding the Alexandrige armed 


02 . 3533 


— 


I 


4 


number actually counted by us when ſhe ſtruck, 


every reſpect for a ſix weeks cruiſe by the merchants at Rochelle — 


\ 


( 20 )) 
The very gallant and ſpirited conduct of Mr, genhouſe, by the capy 


ture of a privateer ſo ſuperior in force, together with his former ſervices 
on a fimilar occaſion, will, I am perſuaded, recommend him to their 
Lordſhips* particular favour. * 

The Alexandrine's force was fix guns and 38 men, that of the French 


privateer eight guns and 74 men. I bave, &c. 
| ' * HENRY HARVEY, 
_ "We Alexandrine, Fort Royal, Martinique, OA.8. 


'I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that after delivering your dif- 
atches to the/governor of Demarary, and Captain Manwaring of the 
abet, on the firſt inflant, we immediately, in purſuance of your or- 
ders, made fail for Barbadoes, and at daylight on the 4th, that ifland then 


bearing weſt five or fix leagues, we obterved a ſchooner on our quarter, 


making fail after an American brig to leeward; we continued our courſe, 
but ſhe diſcovering us to be an armed veſſel, hauled her wind to the 
northward, as we did in chaſe of her; and at nine A. M. brought her 
to a cloſe action of fifty minutes, when ſhe ſtruck, proving to be UEr- 
ng French privateer, mounting eight carriage guns, and having on 

ard 74 men, belonging to Guadaloupe. [- Sf 

It is with regret I add, that this was not accompliſhed without the 
loſs of an excellent ſeaman, and four others wounded, one I fear mor- 
tally. The loſs of the r I have reaſon to think was great, as on 
our taking poſſeſſion of her four men were found lying dead on her 
deck, and twelye ſeverely wounded. | , 

The muſter-roll of the privateer being loſt, and the C = 


aptain's ac · 
count not agreeing with the number found, I have mentioned 74, as the 


| I have, &c. W. W, SENHOUSE. 
Rear-admiral Harvey, &c. I.ceward Iſlands, © 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 19, 1797. 
3 © Admiralty Office, Dec. 19. 
of a Letter from Vice-admiral Mingimill, Commander tn Chief of 


his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels on the Coaft bf Ireland, to Evan Nepean, 
E/q. dated on board the Penguin, at Cork, the 11th of December. 


Sir, | 

I HAVE the ſatisfa&tion to encloſe, for the information of my Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, a letter to me from Captain Faulknot, 
of his Majeſty's ſhip Diana, giving an account of his having captured 3 
faſt-ſailing French corvette, La Mouche, of 18 guns and 122 men, fitted 
out from Rochelle as a privateer, with which the Diana arrived bere 
yeſterday. * I have the honour to be, &c. | 
4 9 „ © GC RNS 


Sir, Diana, at Sea, Dec. 8. 
1 HAVE the pleaſure of acquainting you, that on the gth inſtant, be: 
ing in lat. 50 deg. 1) min. long. 21 deg. I fell in with, and capture 
after a chaſe of four hours, La Mouche, a national corvette, fitted in 


( ar ) 


been from that place fifteen days, without making any Engliſh captures; 
ſhe ſent in; five days prior to my falling in with her, an Americin, 
from the Ifle of France bound to Bourdeaux, which ſhe detained on 
ſuſpicion, having no French paſs on board. 


La Mouche is a = of conſiderable force, _— eleven ports of a 


fide, but only 16 twelve-pounders on board when 1 fell in with her; 


fix of which were thrown overboard during the chaſe. The Captain of 
her informs me ſhe had a thorough repair and was new coppered ia. 


September laſt. 


That ſhe fails remarkably faſt there is no doubt of, as, had it not been 


for her carryin 2 her fore-topmaſt during the chaſe, the deter- 
mined way in which ſhe continued on after that, notwithſtanding the 
Diana's (hot going over her, gave me reaſon to fear, from the evening's 
coming on very thick and foggy; I might have loſt her. She has run moſt 
of the war with great ſucceſs in annoying our trade, which makes the 
capture of a ſhip of her deſcription add conſiderably to the pleaſure of, 
Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
© JONATHAN FAULKkNOR. 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 23, 1797. 


Admiralty Office, Dec. 23. 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Cunningham, Commander of his Majeſty's 
Ship Clyde, to Evan Nepean, Eſq. dated at Sea, Dec. 13. | 
a, - 
I BEG you will pleaſe to acquaint. the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


Admiralty, that I this day captured the French privateer brig Succeſs, 


from Bayonne, aut fifteen days, having captured only one American 
veſſel. I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 


CHARLES CUNNINGHAM. | 


— 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 26, 1797. 


Admiralty Office, Dec. 23, 
Copy of a Letter from Captain Cunningham, of bis Majefly's Ship Clyde, to 
| Ewan — E/q. dated Cauſand Bay, the 21ft of December. 
Sir, 1 
I BEG you will pleaſe to acquaint the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, that on the 1 5th inſtant, in lat. 44 deg. 40 min. long. 4 deg. 
| fell in with and captured La Dorade, a ſhip privateer from Bourdeaux, 
copper ſheathed, pierced for 18 guns, having 12 guns and gz men on 
board. She had been out fifty days, cruiſing off the Azores and Ma- 
deira, without having wade any capture, and was returning to her 
port, Ik! have the honour to be, &c. 
* CHARLES CUNNINGHAM. 
f 


e 
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Copy of a Letter from Captain Cunnin ham, of his Majefty's Ship Clyde, 15 
Evan Nepean, K/q. dated in and Bay, — 27 1 : 
Sir, | 


IT is with peculiar concern I relate the unhappy cataſtrophe of La 


Dorade, captured by his Majeſty's (hip under my command. 

Having put her under the care of a young man, who bad been maſter 
of the Clyde more than twelve months, and of whoſe abilities I felt my- 
ſelf confident, I cannot but regret that, probably from an emulation of 


exhibiting the capabilities of the prize, and his own conduct, in an advan- 


tageous point of view, he was induced to carry too great a preſs of fail 
her; the melancholy conſequence of which was, that ſhe upſet, 
and himſelf, with a mid{lupman and feventeen ſeamen, were drowned. 
x „ , FT have the honour to be, &c. F 
CHARLES CUNNINGHAM, 


« | 

From the LONDON GAZETTE, Dec. 30, 1797- 
Admiralty Office, Dec. 30. + 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Robert Barlow, Commander of his Majeſty's 

Ship Phebe, to K. Nepean, E/q. dated in Cawſand Bay, the 26th inft, 
Sir ä 

BE pieaſed to inform their Lordſhips, that on the 2 1ſt inſtant, at ten 

A. M. being with his Majeſty's ſhip under my command in lat, 48 deg. 

o min. north, long. 10 deg. weft, we diſcovered one of the enemy's 

frigates, which about nine o'clock the ſame evening we had the good for- 


tune to come up with and capture, after an action which laſted upwards 


of two hours. 

To account to their Lordſkips for its continuing fo long, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to trouble them with fome detail. 9 | 

The difference in point of failing between the two ſhips being very in- 
conſiderable, ſhe damaged our maſts, ſails, and rigging very much with 
her ſtern · chaſe guns, and at the moment when we were nearly in a fitua- 
tion to commence our attack, ſhe put it ſtays, the Phaebe being at this 
time under a crowd of ſail ; and as, from the darkneſs of the night, the 
enemy's diſpoſition for taeking could nat be diſcovered, a few minutes 


_neceffarily elapſed before we could tack to follow her, after exchangi 


broadfides on paſſing. This wancuvre ineteaſed our diſtance, and ſub- 
jected us a ſecond time to the fire of her ſtern-chaſe, with which they 
were but too ſucceſsful in cutting up our fails and rigging, At 


about ten o'clock, we got fairly alunglide of her, when, after a 


ſome reſiſtance of three quarters of an hour, ſhe ſtruck. a 
She proves to be La Nereide, of 36 guns, viz. 26 twelve - pounders on 
ber main deck, eight fix-pounders and two · thirty- two-· pounder carronades 


on the quarter - deck, manned with 330 men, commanded by 


75 

Canon; failed from Rochfort fifteen days before, and victualled for 
four months. . | 

It is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I have to report the degree of apdour 
and zeal manifeſted by my officers and ſhip's company on this 
which, in my Judgment, could not be exceeded. 

From my fuſt Lieutenant, Halliday, I experienced all the * 
which I with confidence expected from fo gallant and ſxilful an bick 
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which, amidſt the difficulties to be contended with in n night con, was 
an incalculable advantage ; and the Lieutenants Holland and Vaillant, 
Lieutenant Stewart of the marines, and Mr. Cole, the maſter, were uo 
leſs active and diſtinguiſhed at their ſeveral tations. | 

Our loſs, in killed and wounded, is 1 ſeaman, 2 marines, killed; 5 
2 marines, wounded; that of the enemy amounts to 80 men 
killed 55 men wounded, I | amy, Sir, &c, | 

| ROB. BARLOW. 


| Admiralty Office, Der. 30. 

Copy of a Letter the Earl St. Vincent, K. B. Commander in Chief of 
his Majefly"s Ships and Veſſels on the Coaft of Portugal, to Evan Nepeas, 
E/q. dated on board the Ville de Paris, in the T agus, the geb of Dec. 

Sir 1 
1 ENCLOSE, for the information of the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, a letter from Captain Sotheron, of his Majeſty's ſhip the 
Latona, giving an account of his having taken two French privateers, 
Intrepide, Jam, &c. &c, &c. 
ST, VINCENT. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that his M 
ſhip Latona, under my command, captured on the 2gth ult. in 
deg. 24 min. N. long. 16 deg. W. Liſbon bearing E. by 8. diſtant rog 
leagues, L'Aigle,” a Nn privateer ſchooner belonging to Bourdeaux, 
pierced for 14, mounting 12 ſmall carriage guns, with 62 men, con- 
manded by Fran. Harimendy, She failed from Le Paſſaye, near Bay- 
onne, on the 6th of laſt month; had not taken any —_ 

I bave alſo the pleaſure to inform your Lordſhip, the Latona 


on the 3d inſtant, in lat. 3a Neg. 45 min. N. long. 11 deg. 33 min. W. 
Lifbon bearin E. 8. E. M 4 leagues, Liatrepide, e French 
corvette brig, fitted out from Nantes as a privateer, pierced for 18 guns, 
carried 12 fix-pounders, two eighteen-pound carronades, and one long 
braſs twelve-pound gun. She threw all of them overboard during the 
chaſe, except the braſs gun, and one fix-pounder, which ſhe kept as 
ſtern chaſers, and fired without effect until we got nearly alongũde of 
her. She had 83 men on board, was commanded by Monſ. Jean Caa- 
deau ;, and had taken only a galliot, a Bremener, from Faro, bound to 
Liverpool, laden with fruit. 
| I have the honour to be, my Lord, &c. 

The Earl of St. Pincenr, Admiral F. SOTHERON, 

of the Blas, Wc. | 


My Lord, Latena, in the Tagns, Dec. bh 
ajel — 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Jan. 2, 1798. 
| Parliament-fireet, Fan. 2. 

A LET TER, of which the following is an extra, has been received 
from Peter Le Mefurier, Eſq. Governor of the iſland of Alderney, by 
the Right Hon. Henry one of his Majeſty's principal Secre- 
taries of State, dated Alderney, the 25th of Dec. 1797. 

I have the honour of informing you, that yeſterday afternoon, at three 
o'clock, a French cutter privateer had the boldneſs to chaſe the Ann 


0 24 ) | A ö 

eutter of Haſtings cloſe under one of our batteries, which ſhe was juſt on 
the point of boarding with her boat, wheu the battery opened, and 
obliged the French to ſheer off. 

Having obſerved that the Engliſh veſſel outfailed the enemy while 
there was a breeze, and that the privateer was nat of great force, 1 
judged it probable that ſhe might be captured by the troops of the gar. 
riſon, and therefore ordered a detachment, with an officer, to embark in 
the fame veſſel that had been chaſed, and in another that fortunately 
happened to be in the road, having previouſly offered ſome gratuity to 
the owners; and in a few hours I learned, with much ſatisfaction, that 
the privateer was brought into our harbour, 

« She proves to be the Epervier, Captain Pierce, with 24 men, mount- 
ing three guns, two ſwivels, and ſmall arms, belonging to Dunkirk, but 
fitted ,out from Cherburgh, on a fortnight's cruiſe from the 15th in- 
ſtant ; had, on the 21ſt, taken the brig Ann, Le Hirrel, maſter, from 
Gaſpe to Jerſey, with fiſh; and yeſterday morning a ſmall veſſel, 
bound from hence to England, both which captures had been noticed 
from this iſland. Corn | | 

] cannot too much praiſe the readineſs and alacrity ſhown by Major 
Gordon, the officers and ſoldiers of the garriſon, in the execution of my 
orders on this occafion ; for the day was ſo far ſpent, that one quarter 
of an hour's delay might have fruſtrated all our exertions ; but I am in 
duty bound to teſtify my particular obligations to Town-major Hainell, 
who ſolicited to be employed, and inſtantaneouſly embarking, effected 
the capture without any lols. 1-122 

4 am further happy in reporting, that our battery was well ſerved, as 
out of three ſhot fired within reach, one- paſſed through the enemy's 
fails, and another killed a man on board,” 


Admiralty Office, Fan. 2. 


Extract of a Letter from Ga Edward Griffith, Commander ef his 
Majeſty's Ship Niger, to Evan Nepean, Eſq. dated at Spithead the 
26th ultimo. 8 ns 

' YESTERDAY, the Start Point bearing north about ſeven leagues, 1 

captured, after à few hours chaſe, the Delphine, a French privateer 

cutter, pierced for 10 guns, four mounted, and 38 men on board. She 

failed from St. Maloes fix days ago, in company with a lugger ; bad 
captured the Active brigantine, of Jerſey, and had been beat off the 
night before we fell in with ber by an Engliſh letter of marque. 


ps 


Copy of a Letter from Captain David Lloyd, Commander of his M 
Sloop Termagant, to Evan Nepean, E/q. dated at Hull, the yath ult. 
": | | Keen . 
YOU will be pleaſed to inform the Right Hon. the Lords Commit- 
fioners of the Admiralty, that on the 28th inſtant, the Spurn Point 
bearing W. N. W. diſtant four leagues, 1 captured, after a chaſe of 
four hours, the French privateer ſchooner Le Victoire, of 14 guns 
74 men. She had been out ten days, and captured two colliers, 
was in purſuit of an Engliſh merchantman when I firſt diſcovered her. 
| Bo | I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. | 
by DAVID LLOYD. 


From 
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| From the LONDON GAZBTTE, Jon, ge 1 19 — 
t ee en de 


Fi . he e v, 
Sir, 10 5 


HEREWITH you ill nie a of © lover from 
pf Re tee eee fr 2 


11 4 


ſhips' 1 2 27% 8:'4 7V ** &c, v Bail Ns 
| Tam PINA 92K I " 1 7 5&0 > B37 ns 


My Lord, +> of 014, : 220. Mermaide ar Sno. Fane. 
I HAVE the honour to — your 4 mas that 47952 


(Belleiſle bearing E. N. E. 30 30 leagues) lag jo with and.catured. 


venture letter of marque, formerly the Onſlow Guineaman of Liverpodl, 
mounting 10 four and She gi Der, 10 and had on board, when 
ae 190 men. ſaileg Nom, I. Owrot 1 Tauck laſt, in 

ere ee. a rann ff 24 guns, 

n . TH _ 18 * 
3 ” 
- From he LONDON Aan x Jo ts . 
Wn mrs 1 2 


to acquaĩnt their Leue | tharkia Majeſty's 
arrived this day with La Zelie, — pri- 
Ke An the gen ia 


5 ul K. L 

Joe omen Fon. 23. fue 'r 

Opp of « Loter from e Commatder in Chic if Ne 
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2 2 I 2 to TO» + dated on 
14 . * 1 Fa” 
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vered a cutter in the ſouth-eaſt. . I immediately made all fail in chaſe; and 
after a running fire of two hours, within muſket-ſhot, came up with and 
captured Le Policrate French privateer, carrying 45 men, and mounting 
16 guns, five of which were thrown overboard during the chaſe. She 
is an entire new veſſel, copper · batte completely fitted for three 
months, and bound to the Weſt Indies: failed from Dunkirk on Tueſday 
laſt, and had not taken any thing. It is a matter of much concern for me 
to add, that in conſequence of my being under the neceſſity of carrying a 
very heavy preſs of fail, my deck (the chaſe being on the lee bow) was 
expotey yo .u very bavny ties of muſketry and «ſhot from his ſtern 
chaſe guns, by which Mr. George Kennedy, the maſter, was killed, in 
whom the ſervice has loſt a wal experienced ſeaman and a gallant of- 
ficer: four ſeamen were wounded ; two ſeverely. 

| - ROB. LLOYD, 


; Admiral Peyton, Se. Se. D | | 


— th ; ©. 
un. * — —_ 


den d LONDON GAZETT6, Jan. 16, 1798. | 
e Admiralty Office, Jan. 166. 
N in Reynolds, Commander of his Majeſty's Shi 
Pomone, o Evans Nepean, p 4 me 
I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of 
fioners of the Admiralty, that in the night of the 
pany with the Phoebe, in a very heavy gal ' 


ſcribed by their Lordſhips expired. 
dged away to the eaſtward, and on the 5th, at 

eleven o'clock in the night, Uſhant bearing N. 65 deg-E. g leagues, 
eroſſed a large ſhip, n under eaſy ſail to the N. W. 1 2 

ve chaſe, and ſoon got cloſe alongſide of her ; for it being 

zy weather, ſhe was deceived in our ſtrength, and ſhrunk not from 
the action, but had the temerity to exchange ral broadfides with us 
before ſhe called out for quarter; in which we had ane man killed and 
four wounded, and our maſts and rigging confiderably damaged. Har- 
ing ſhifted the priſoners, and our carpenter plugged up eight ſhot-holes 
ſhe had received between wind and water, we were about to take ber in 
tow (tor her mizen-maſt was ſhot away, and ſhe was utterly di 
carry any fail), when the officer on board hailed us, and ſaid ſhe was 
ſinking. I fent all our boats to her affiſtance immediately, and 
no efforts could ſave her, had but juſt time to draw our men 
wounded from her, when ſhe ſunk alongſide of us. She 
the Cheri, from Nantz, twenty-fix F | 
and twenty-four pounders (mixed) upon her main deck, 
commanded by Mouſ. Chaſſin; had been out fourteen days, 
nothing: ſhe had 13 men killed, and aa wounded ; — 
. was the „ who, with two others, died of 
the next \ PA TGT es „ "934 
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fiſhed, and much of the ſtanding rigging ſo injured 
to replace it, I thought it would 'be wap, 
rely for this port, inſtead of Falmouth ; and 
ſo will meet their Lordſhips' approbation. | 
Aua Office, Jan. 16. 
f a Letter from the Honourable Captain Stopford, of his Maje 
1 to the Ri, Henexrable Admiral Lord Bridport, — 
Sea, the 31ft of D 1797- 
My Lord, 2 ; 
I HAVE the honour to inform your that on 
ſtant his 7 ſhip under my command eaptured 2 


* 


vateer of 14 1 called L and alſo a 
chant-veſſel from Nantes bound to St. i 
ticles of merchandiſe. 

The former (by 


twenty-four hours before her capture, an 
to the ſouthward ; the latter being 


* 
he Anſon parted 


Admiralty Office, Fez. 16. 


Extra of another Letter from the Hon: Copeain Stpford of ts . 


Ship Phaeton, to the Right Honourable 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that his Majeſty's 
under my command this day recaptured an n 
the Arthur Howe, belonging to Dartmouth. She was on her þ 
from St. Ube's, bound to Waterford, and was captured on the 31 ult. 
by two French privateers. | | 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Jan. 20, 1798.” 

6 | Admiralty Office, Jan. 20. 68 

of a Letter ain Sir B. Pellew, Commander * 

A Iudefurigable, bs ven Nepean, Eſq. dated at Sea, 11th of Jan. | 

Sir | | | a l 
| THAVE the pleaſute to inform you, that I have captured this day, 
in I. with the Cambrian and Childers, a French ſchooner priva- 
teer, La Vengeur, of 12 guns and 72 men, quite new, cight days from 
Oſtend, without having made any prizes, and have ſent her to Fal- 


rags 
, I ave the honour $0 By, 0 LEW; 
Admiralty 


D 2 


(, 28. ) 


| + | Hdniraly Office, Jan. 60, 


er Sir E. P Commander of hi; 
n py 5 7. dated at 05 e N ny * 


RAVE the br 40 inform you, that this even —— 
of four hours, the S I had the pleaſure to 
L'Inconctivable * nkirk, out ten days, taken 
armed with eight guns, a managed with $5 men. , 

| I hare the honour co be, 4 
E. PELLEW, 


K — 


—ByBv ng 


| . From the LONDON GAZETTE, Jan. 3, 1798. 
Letter from the Right Hon. Lord Bridport, X. B. ta Non 
e "Nepean, Eig. fund the 106 al,, 7 


Sir, 5 
0 ill herewith receive copies of two letters from Cope „Dor 
of his. e and a copy af one bem ee ray 
— 3 W. Phalte, which I tra for their 


N Lam, Sir, ur. &e. & 
Lordſhips infor | — ir C 
| ". _- BRIDPORT. 


* 
2 


my Lord, © | Anſon Croft BJ —— 2. 


IJ BEG leave to nt your Lordſhip, chat in 
Ire Hs * nm a An. — 5 Ube's 5 — 


alſo the Active Le ſhip, with a valua 
and the-George ulph, under Daniſh colours: the latter —4 a 
de 1 after taking out the priſoners, I per- 
_—_ ® proceed on his 
- TI have te Yonour be, & c. 
r. c. r. . | 


"RL P 


"My Lafd, Phacton, . Sa, an. 11. 
Tae 75 er mfr your Lordſhip, ut, 2 aan, 
Ayfon.;and Mermaid joined me on the i he Pet the th ae 
fartner having W the French fri — the 10 
the egth of December; for the particu which 1'refer your 
ſhip to Captain Durham's letter,” — — 

This capture gives me much iatiefattion, as the Daphne was the only 
Britiſh frigate in the poſſeſſion of the enemy. 

The alacrity with which ſhe was Uifcovered, chaſed and taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of, ys Jon hag, on the coaſt of Arcaſſon, auen 
opinion) much credit 7 7 9g Durham. 

have the honour to be, &c. &c. Ke. 


The YR Hon. Lord Bridport, K. B, ROB. renn, 
Tc, Oc. Ge. J 
Sir, | ut Sea, Jan. 
IN conſequerice of y on the at w the s the 
2 for having Ie MER on the 8. W. to the 
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E. 8. E. the Anſon's to n during the ni 
ghd lore nba wc pod. yo 
moſt adviſable to cut off the , at fave much pleaſure in —— 


ou that fortune to crols her during the night ; 
_—_ wage «few hv, he hy = — Leek 
can ſhip of ae * * A — mount - 
ing 30 276 — among whom are 
Chen tn = „„ 
La Carze upe, which were t 

7657 tad fre men Killed and ger wounded. 1 
ſel much infebted to the exertions of my officers and ſhip's com 
Hon Rob gf. * m , C. P. DU 
„ 0 ain ? | 

%, i Phacton. \ Len re 459 


—_ 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Jan. #7, 1798. 


Gale Meg Oiaazutr of 4b My 
1. 22 . —.— lde $6, 2 1606 . 
ie 
* * 


La Bellique 

3 corre, 1ow in 
four carronadet, and 120 men. | 
Erneſt, from Tortola : = a whom coco 
in and all but four of the crew were retaken in 


o Litter from Admiral P , Commander is Chief of bis Majefly” 
fe L Veſſels is the Dewns, is Even Ne. £44. 22 ; 
. 


I HEREWITH encloſe, for their 
which I have juſt received from 
Racoon, an-account of his having ca 
ſchooner privateer, that let LOR on donde fall but had not taken 
any thing, | Jam, &c. 


Sir, 0 
I BEG 3 
Head bearing N. E. by E. di 
22 Le Pendle French —— mounting two 


11r-pounders and vine ſeivels, and carrying, 32 men ; failed on Sunday 
aſt from Dieppe, and had not taken any thing, * 

Adee, Sc. ROB. LLOYD. 
Poe Pow, is free ei TRE bed 


_ 
4 o 
- 8 
. 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, Jan. 30, _ 
Admiralty Office, Jax, 30. 


Majifty's Ships and Vifſels at the Leeward {flands, to Ever 
Eig. dated Prince of Fae: Carliſk 1. PR the 15th 
of — 1797. 
on, 

T HAVE to acquaint you, for the 3 of their Lordſhips, that 
Coptain Weſtern, in his Majeſty's ſhip Tamer, has captured the under- 
mentioned French privateers belonging to Guadaloupe, and ſent them 
into this bay. The firſt was taken on the 4th inſtant, the WI 
a few leagues to the windward of Barbadoes. 

Le Dragon ſchooner, of 12 guns and 80 men, ; 

Le Dix-huit de Fructidor ſloop, of 10 guns and 75; 

Theſe veſſels are very faſt ry xk and were well e Th 
former had taken an American brig, which was 
TIRES the latter had been our five ay%, and taken — 8 

ä I have the honour to be, &c. | 
HEN HARVEY. 


of a Letter from Adniral Sir Richard King, Bort. Commands: | in 
_ Chief of this Majeſty's Ships and Vaſeeli at Plymouth, to Evan Negean, 


4 — 8 from Rear-admiral Harry, ts 105 


he dated on board the n in Hamsaze, on 26h of January. | 


I HEREWITH tranſmit, for their Lordſh inforritation, a letter 
from Lieutenant e his Majeſty 's hired — — 
Penelo} acquainting me avin 2 2 La * 
cutter privateer, with which he arrived this 
+ RE I am, &c. R. e 
| Sir, 


Cutter, Jun. 

I HAVE the honour to * 4 e Wy 
inſtant, the Start bearing N. W. ee 1 1 the French 
cutter La Venturer, mounting two three-pounders, fix ſwivels, and 
ſmall arms, pierced made uy guns, carrying 33 men; three days from 


_Pleinpou}, ae havi 
* * I have re the honour to be, &. 
Admiral Sir Richard King, Bart DANIEL BURDWOOD. 


a Le m Captain Moore, his A607 hip Melampes, t 
| « Leto from Cop uam and Bay, ant of Jamey 


You will pleaſe to inform my Lord Commilionerof the r 
that on the 23d inſtant, in latitude 530 deg. — 
weſt, afterꝰ a cloſe but ſhort action, we cop La V 
ſhip corvette, lent to the merchants, moun be er bar. 
two eighteen · pounders, and 195 men, 
neaux, Captain of a frigate. 

I am ſorry to ſay, that two of the M s ſeamen were 


wounded, and are ſince dead, and three more dangerouſly v 
The enemy had four killed and eight wounded. 


The 
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The officers and ſhi company of his Majeſty's under my com- 

mand beha Aron > rp y fatisfation. . oP EE 

228 | weeks from Nants, land for 6. Engliſh 
crune, * on 20 an 
. „ 

ain 2 La Vo are a 
cons for three months, ä * 
\ ; GRAHAM MOORE. 


Copy of @ Letter g Admiral Earl St. Vincent, Commander is Chie of 
his Majeſty's and Vfſels at Liſbon, to Evan Nepean, EA. 

Ville de Paris, in the Tagan, Fanuary 10. 

I ENCLOSE, for the information of my Lords Commiſſioners, of the 
Admiralty, letters I have received from ihe Captains of his Majeſty's 
ſhips L. gle, Blanche, and Mercury, and Speedy floop, acquainting 
me with the captures they had la y made: three of thoſe taken by 
LAigle (the fot ware retained as a tender), Le Bayonnois, taken 
the Banche, and Le Bed D e arrived in this 


river. ö 
I, e. sr. VINCENT. 


Extract 7 7 a Litter Captain Tyler, of bis Majeſy L Aighe, to 
Admiral Earl 2 dated off Cape Finifterre, Deel eh, 1797. 
ON the aõth inſtant I chaſed into the; bay of Corunna three veſſels, 
and captured them, the Aucora in company. I left her in charge of 
the zes, while I chaſed a ſuſpicious fail to the weſtward. This morn- 
mg I fell in with two of the prizes; the third, a brig laden with timber, 
unfortunately overſet this morning, while I was 45 chaſe of them; 
however, the men were faved;. the other two have hemp, coals, and 
nails, On the zoth of laſt month I captured a French privateer-of four 
guns and 52 men; ſhe had taken three Engliſh merchant-ſhips, and ſent 
2 Ln » Iſent Mr. popes — with far 
out. ame evening he a w ” 
dinias, and ſent her for Liſbon. 


Copy of a Letter ain Hotham, Commander of his Majeſty's Ship 
BYE t Ee Eos Fang X. . tec. Sc. Sc. dated at Sea, 
December 1797. 

IN execution of your Lordſhip's orders of the a8th of November, yet. 
terday, being in latitude 40 deg. 59 min. N. and longitude 12 m_ 59 
min. W. I have the honour to inform your Lordſhip, I fell in with a 
- ured (after fixteen hours chaſe) Le oo Baran, French 2 — brig 

of fix guns and 40 men, 31 days out from Ba 

_ Her guns were thrown overboard in 


HENRY HOTHAM. - 


of a Letter Captain Rogers, 0 his Majeſty's 18 
l — K. B. Ge. Sc. &c. — Jas. 6. 


I 
2 — (5 per U in 


of Liſbon, — — fp ee, 


" 


proceeding to cruiſe in obedi- 
— W. N. W. of the rock 


* | 


(„* 


d for 20 guns, but mounting 26 four and fix ponnders (10 of 
which he threw overboard) and 132 men, which I captured after a chaſe 
of 36 hours; the Alcmene, Lively, and Thatra, under the orders of 
Captain Hope, joined compa during the chaſe. The privateer fails 
extremely well, and is a — "ſhip. for his Majeſty's ſervice; 
ſhe is copper · bottomed and perfectly f this — — her firſt cruſe, 
during which ſhe captured the Governor Bruce from Briſto) 
| bonnd to Faro; a Portugueſe ſchooner ; and was 1 04 y an Engliſh 
letter of marque. | I have, &c. 

8 4 THOMAS n 


of a . from ain Downman, Commander a 
ue Speedy, to Admiral Earl St. Vincent, K. B. Oc. ge. 2 dated off 


Oporto, December 26, 1797. 
1 HAVE the honour to inform you, that on the 110 ide, ſeven 
35 loop Speedy fell in 
8 


leagues weſt of the Bayonna iſlands, hi his Maj 
with three Spaniſh privateers, and after a chaſe of — 2 
the Pilgrim, a lugger, mounting three carriage 4 es 
other two, a lugger mounting fix loa glonnder 2 n, . a 
ſchooner mounting four fix-pounders and 45 men, als eſcape 
into 855 I have, &. 

| - HUGH 'DOWNMAN. 


8 — W iWA Ni 
From the LONDON GAZETTE, Feb. 6 1798. 


| Admiralty Office, Feb. 6, d A 
Cop of aeg, from Admiral the Earl S/. $6: 3 
- 


efly and 
FEE EEE 


"I ENCLOSE letters from the Captains of L' Aigle, 1 7 
Mercury, Speedy and King's Fiſher floops, reciting the captures of 
French and Spaniſh privateers made by the ſhips and —_— 
commands. The Judgment diſplayed by Captain Pierrepont, bn 8 5 
dis ſpirited conduR, and that of the © —* crew 


Im ck. 8T. VINCENT. 


My Lord, 1 Agi, at Sea, Jars 
- I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, on the th inſtan 
off the coaſt of Corunna, I chaſed and 1 — 
of a0 guns and go men; 3 ſhe is cop- 
mo and a 7 — bed any rs | 
| c honour to * e 


rn — 43, Jens. 
VE the besser of informing your Lordſhip, that the PBuona- 
A French lags bara two guns, ſome ſwivels, and\40 mens 


FL EK SS 


(33 ) 


— 


' pm ll evening chafed by the ſquadron under my command, and.cap- 


tured, after a few hours chaſe, by bis Majeſty's ſhip Lively ; 4 
been out nine days from Cadiz, without taking any thing. 
| 2 Wot I have the honour to be, ce. 
Earl St. Vincent. | | SEO. HOPE. 


My Lord, His Majeſty's Ship Mercury, at Sea, Jan. 1 f. 

I HAD the honour to acquaint gon in my letter of the 6th inſtant, 
of having captured Le Benjamin French ſhip privateer belonging to 
Bourdeaux. I have now the ſatis faction to inform your Lordſhip, that 
this morning, Cape Finiſterre bearing eaſt half north 40 leagues, we 
diſcovered two re to leeward, and, upon chaſing them, ſoon found 
they were armed veſſels. They continued together until the Mercury 
came almoſt within gun-ſhot of the ſternmoſt, intending, as I ſup- 
poſed, to ſupport each other; but upon being cloſe N they ſteered 
different courſes, and I was enabled to come up with only one of them, 
after a chaſe of eight hours, who fired a few ſhot, and ſtruck his co- 
lours. She proves to be Les Trois Scurs, French brig privateer be- 
longing to Rochelle, pierced for 18 guns, but mounting 16 fix-pound- 
ers, and 100 men, copper-bottomed, fails remarkably well, and only 
five days out of port, on her firſt cruiſe, 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 


Earl St. n THO. ROGERS. 
My Lord, | King's Fiſher, Tagns, Fan. 12. 


I HAVE: the honour to acquaint your Lordſhip, that on the morning 
of the 8th inſtant, the Burlings bearing eaſt, diſtant about fifty leagues, 
at daylight we diſcovered a ſhip on our weather quarter, and ſoon after 
wks, her to bear up and ſtand towards us; at nine we tacked, and 
at half paſt ſhe hoiſted French colours, and began firing, which we re- 
turned as we paſſed on different- tacks, but at too great a diſtance to do 
much execution; ſhe then wore : finding we could not weather her as 1 
wiſhed, we ſhortened fail for her to get abreaſt of us, when we began 
to engage, and continued for an hour and « quarter. Falling little 
wind, and our jib-hoom being carried away, ſhe ſhot ahead of us, and 
endeavoured to make off, crowding all ſail, and firing ber ſtern · chaſers. 
Having got, out another jib-boom, and the wind ening, at one 
P. M. we were enabled to renew the action, which was continued for 
half an hour, when the ſtruck. She is called La Betſey, a ſhip pri · 
vateer, ſitted out at Bourdeaux, copper-bottomed, pierced for 20 guns, 
but mountin only 16 fix-pounders, and had on board 1 18 men, one of 
whom was killed; the firſt and ſecond Captain and fix ſeamen wounded z 
the ſecond Captain and three ſeamen. fince dead of their wounds. She 
had been aut 15 days, but made no captures... : 

The damages ſuſtnined by the King's Fiſher in bull, ſails, and rig- 
2 5 AH add that one man only is nightly, 
oun tr, bo 


I beg to expreſs my entire approbation of the ieadineſs and good can- 

duct of 2 ſhip's company 4 — the wings Bo X 
whe And have the honour. to. b. Yo 8 

Ear) Se. Vincent. | GH, H. FLERREPONT. 


vor. VII. roy Co9y 
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_  Jndefatigable, to Evan Nepean, By. dated at Sea, the 28th of Jan. 


. 
of another Leiter from Admiral the Earl F St. Vincent to Evaz 


2 E/q. dated on board his Majefly's Ship Ville de Paris, in the 
River Tagus, the 20th of January, © * n 


Sir 
I ENCLOSE a letter I have received from Captain Williams, com- 
mander of his Majeſty's ſtore-ſhip the Gorgon, whoſe judgment, in bear- 
ing away for Liſbon upon the intelligence he had obtained, meets my full 


8 and you will acquaint the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


ty with his ſubſequent ſucceſs, : 
; | am, &c. ; 44. ST. VINCENT, 


My Lord, His Majeſty's Shis Gorgon, Tagus, Fan. 16. 
I HAVE the pleaſure of en” —. Lordſhip, that * half paſt 
noon on Saturday the 13th, in lat. 46 deg. 9 min. long. 2 deg. 33 min, 
Cape Finiſterre bearing 8. 20 W. about 70 1 f ell in 4 and 
retook the Ann brig of Dartmouth, bound from Newfoundland to 
Liſbon. She had been taken 15 days by a French privateer; and while 
exchanging people, another brig under national colours bore down u 


- 


us, who, after a few ſhot being fired at her, ſtruck to his Majeſty's ſhip 


under my command; ſhe proves to be Le Henri, a French privateer 


from Nantes, carrying 14 guns and 108 men; ſhe had thrown five of 


her guns overboard, and had been out five days, and taken nothing, I 
immediatey ordered my firſt Lieutenant, Archbald, with Mr. Trittoo, 
and ſixteen other ſupernumeraries belonging to L'Aigle, to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of her, and proceed in company with me to Liſbon, where I have 
the additional pleaſure to inform your Lordſhip ſhe is ſafe arrived, and 
have every reaſon to believe the brig will ſhortly join us. 
I have the honour to be, &c, | 
Earl St. Vincent, ig - RICH. WILLIAMS. 


Copy of 4 Letter from Sir Edward Pellew, Captain of his Majeſty's Shi 


MS AG ans ets a 


Sir, . 4 
I HAVE the pleaſure to inform you, that I this day, in company 
with his Majeſty's ſhip Cambrian, captured the French ſhip privateer 
L'Heureuſe Nouvelle, of 22 guns and 130 men, from Breſt thirty-fix 
days, in which time they had taken nothing but a large ſhip, an Ame- 
rican, called the Providence, loaded with ſugar and cotton, which Im 
in hopes of retaking, having left the Cambrian in chaſe of her. 
I have the honour to be, &c. EDW. PELLEW. 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Feb. 13, 1796. 


LE” Admiralty Office, Feb. 13. 3h 5 
Extract of a Letter 2. Admiral Earl St. Vincent, Commander in Chief 
of his Majeſty's =w_ on the Coaft of Portugal, to Evan Nepean, wh 
Secretary of the Admiralty, dated Ville de Paris, in the Tau, the U 
January. wok | po | 
1 ENCLOSE an extract of a letter from Captain Digby, of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip Aurora, relative to the capture of a Spaniſh ſchooner letter 
of marque from Laguira, | , | 


'\ 


- 25 wy © a. oo . te: hh ws 


? 
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Extra of a Letter from ain Digby, of his Maje/ly's 835 A, ts 
Y arl &. Vincent, Gated the 28th of x ho. XI 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that I captured on the 19th 

inſtant, to the weſtward of Cape Finiſterre, La Caſualided Spaniſh letter 

* of marque (ſchooner rigged), mounting fix guns and 17 men, Don Yſidro 

l Orneze commander; 47 days from Caraccas, with a cargo of cocoa, 

” C of @ Letter | Vice-admiral Kingmmill, Commander in Chief of 
is Majefly's Ships and Velſeli on the Coaft of Ireland, to Euan Nepean, 

| E/Jq. dated at Cork, the 4th inflant. f | | 


R = 


PLEASE to lay before my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
the accompanying letter to me from Captain Fraſer, of his Majeſty's ſhip 
— 2 of his having captured, off _ Clear, on 
the ad i t. a ip privateer, mounting 24 150 men,” 
with which he — — ſat evening. p | _ g x 

I have the honour to be, &c. R. KEINGSMILL, 


Sir, Shannon, Cove of Cork, Feb. 3. 

I BEG leave to acquaint you, that yeſterday at three P. M. being fix 
or eight leagues to the ſouthward of Cape Clear, with his W ſhip 
under my command, I ſaw and E chaſe to a ſhip in the N. She 
at firſt hoiſted Engliſh colours, but on the Shannon's firing a ſhot to- 
wards her, ſhe hauled them down, hoiſted the national flag, and fired 
her ſtern-chaſes ; continuing to do ſo (without effect) until the Shan- 
non's Nr fell far beyond her, when ſhe ſtruck her colours, and brought 
"She is called Le Duguay Trouin, a privatzer of St. Malo, com- 
manded by Citizen Legue, mounting 24 fix-ponnders, ſeveral of 
which were thrown overboard during the chaſe, and armed with 150 


She ſailed from St. Malo the 3d of November, but having Been forced 
into the river Benois, in Brittany, by bad weather, ſhe had been, only. 
4 eight days from thence ; ſhe had taken nothing. until early in the morn» 
| ing of the day I fell in with her, when ſhe captured the Wilding of Li- 

. — Henry Ward maſter, from — 8g of whoſe crew I found 
4 on board her. I have to regret the extreme hazineſs of the weather all 
diy, which prevented any object from being ſeen at more than four or 

five miles diſtance, otherwiſe I think I muſt have ſeen and recaptured 

that ſhip ; but it blowing very freſh at weſt, it was late in the night be- 
fore the prize could be 8 and the priſoners ſhifted, which having 

one, I thought it neceſſary, from the number on board, and the ſtate | 
of the Shannon's rigging, which had ſuffered much in the late gale, to 

proceed for this port. * 1 n 
Duguay Trouin is 11 feet long on the Fun-deck, and 30 feet 


„ . AL. 


f broad ; ſhe is very well found in every thing as a privateer, and. fails 

A Gt, | 1 have the honour to be, &c.. © Rk 
| Vice admiral Kingsmill, Cork. | * ALEX. FRASER, 

1 n | | 

r 


Ay. + 


— 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, Feb. 17 1798. 


Admiralty Office, Feb. 17. f 


E xtra# of 4 Letter from Vice-admiral Kingemill, Commander in Chief 
e his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels on the "Coaf of Jreland, to Jew 

Nepean, E.. dated at Cork, the gib int. 

I REQUEST you will lay before their Lordſhips the accompanying 
Jetter — from Lord A. Beauclerk, giving an bots of his havin 
captured and brought in here Le Mars of Nantes, à new coppered ti 
privateer, mounting 16 guos and 220 men. e 9. 52 


Sir, Dpa Cork Harbour, Feb. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you, that on the 4th inſt. at five A.M. 
Cape Clear N. E. twenty leagues, I captured Le Mars, a ſtout faſl-ſail- 
ing privateer from Nantes, pierced for 20 guns," had mounted 12 
twelves, a cighteens, and 2 twelve-pound >= rh 1 r ay wen; 
had been out 49 days, and not R thing. 
J am, 


7 ce-odmiral D Sc. 3 A. BEAUGLERE; 


From the LON DON GAZETTE, Feb. 20, 55. 


Adniralty Office, Feb. 2. 
o a Letter m the Right Hon. Lord' Bridport, K. B. ts Fox 
Gy Y 1 of Fred 57. dated the 1 af 
10 U0 will herewith receive for their Lordſhips* information, a 
of a letter from Capt. Durham, of bis Majeſty $ "(ip Anſop,' ſtating | 
having captured Le Jaſon ſhip privateer Nantes, copp „ mounting 
12 guns and 108 men. 
ou — ray receive a copy of a letter from Captain Herbert, of his 
Uajel 88 the 1 4b inſtant, ſtating his having cap- 
** d'Olve, a French merchant brig, laden with flour, 
beef, wine, and brandy; and with his having fallen'in with a ſmall con- 
voy in the Paſſage du Raz, and captured Le Cultivateur de Rochelle bri 
and an armed, chaſſe matte ; but the latter having truck upon a 
he was 8 to deſtroy her. © , 
. ER PRIDFORT: 


Apr, a Sea, Feb. 8. 
1 BYG les leave to acquaint your Lordſhip, that I tiave this da 5 
100 Le Jaſon French privateer of 12 guns and 108 men; belongi 
Nantes, MP ng, out two days, and made no ca pay 
I have the honour to de, wy * Se. 
Right Hon. Lord Me X. B. P. C, Bede 


Nu Lord, „ Phiench Seal Feb. 145 


1 HAVE to inform your Lordfhi 2 82 Art- of bis S jt s ſhip 


Amelia here this morning. Your Lordſhip will, from 
have heard of my parting from him in a —— gale of wo on the 1 
plt. As ſoon as the weather made it poffible, I returned off U 


according to my orders, { a night attempt to deſtroy e 


© «a 2a . A ra ce = mw ww R qe $5 _29 £# (a6 
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(37) 
war brig, and cutter, juſt to the northward of Point St. Matthew's, but 


quitted it almoſt immediately, finding from their ſituation it was impoſ- 
fible to effect it. At dark I came to an anchor off the Cap du Cherri, 
and ſent all the boats armed cloſe into Point St. Matthew's, in hopes of 
taking part of the convoy under the protection of the veſſels abor 
mentioned, if 2 attempted to go into Breſt that night. One boat, 
however, only feſl in with and captured La Branche d Olive, a French 
merchant brig of about 1 70 tons, laden with flour, beef, wine, and 
brandy. The next day having ſeen her ſafe to the northward of Uſhant, 
I yot in by dark cloſe to Point du Raz, and at daylight ſaw a convoy 
of one brig and ſome chaſſe marees, under protection of a ſmall 1 
coming through the Paſſage. The lightneſs of the wind enabled the 
lugger and moſt of the chaſſe mares to eſcape ; but the brig Le Cul- 
tivateur de Rochelle, and an armed chaſſe maree, Le St. Pierre's, were 
captured, The latter having ſtruck on a rock in the Paſſage, I was 
obliged to deſtroy her, having taken out of her part of her cargo, con- 
fiſting of officers*. baggage. The brig is about 130 tons, with 
brandy, wine, and groceries. 

1 am, my Lord, &c. &c. . 

| CHARLES. HERBERT. 
Right Hen, Lord Bridport, K. B. | 


* 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Feb. 24, 1998. 
Aumialy Office, Feb, 24, Zn 
oþy 0; 4 Letter from the Earl of ft. Vincent, K. B. Commander in Chief 
e ifs and Veſſeli e ed on the Coaft of Parts al, ts 
Evan NM. Eg. dated on board the Falle de Paris in the 

Jan. 31. | 
Sir, | | 

I ENCLOSE a letter from Captain Rogers, of his Majeſty's ſhi 
Mercury, acquainting me with his having captured La Contanee Fine 

— ds 7 18 guns, the third taken 2 ſhip fiace her arrival 

. 
* 


ewfoundland, | I am, 
rt, | ST. VINCENT, 
My Lor His Majefly's Ship Meroury, at Sea, Jax. 88. 
hi e Lois: he this 0a) if barns 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lo 


in with La ay 
French brig privateer, belonging to Nantz, which I captured after a 


board, 98 *. 

bottomed, quite new, fails very faſt, and is only ten days from Nantz, 
da a cruiſe off the Weſtern Iſlands. * | 
J have the honour to be, &c. N 


Fon 


| 
U 
ö 
ö 
N 
j 
| 
' 
| 


bs Hon. Lord Bridport, K. B. 


«38 ) | , 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, Feb. 27, 1796. 
O24 4 Admiralty Office, Feb. #7. 
Copy of Leiter from Captain Charles Stirling, Commander of his Majefly's 
Ship Jaſou, to Evan Nepear, Eig. dated at Sea, the 23d of February. 
Sir, | 15 
HIS Majeſty's fhip under my command this day captured Le Con 
reur, 2 eorvette belonging to the government of France, and com- 


manded by officers of the navy, but lent to the merchants: for a priva- 


teer. She mounts 24 guns, and has 150 men. 
I have the honour to be, &c. CHA. STIRLING, 


— 


Aamiraliy Office, March 3. | 


* 


THE following letters from the Hon. Captain Stopford, tranſmitted 


From the LONDON GAZETTE, March 3, 1798, 


by Lord Bridport ; from Lieutenant Webb, through the hands of Capt. 


M*<Donall, „ at Varmouth; and from Mr. G. Broad, 
through thoſe of Admiral Peyton, were received at this office t 


My Lord, 8 Phaeton, at Sea, Feb. 21. 
TI HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that on the gth inſtant, 
in conſequence of the vigilance of Captain White, in keeping fight of 
and making fignals for a fail in the 8. E. in very thick and ſqually wea- 
ther, I was enabled, in his Majeſty's ſhip under my command, to come 
up with and capture a French ſhip privateer called La Legere, out 24 
hours from L Orient, bound to the Weſt Indies, mounting 14 eight- 
pounders, and 4 thirty-two pound carronades, and — with 130 
men. La Legere was built for a corvette, and has been employed as 
ſuch until thefe few months, when ſhe was fitted for a privateer, and 
fails ſo well, that her capture would have been confiderably delayed, if 
the had not carried away her fore and main topmaſts during the 
T have the honour to be, &c. | 
ROB. STOPFORD, 


My Lord, Pbaston, at Sea, Feb, 21: 
IN addition to my letter to your Lordſhip of this day's date, I have to 
inform you, that the Mermaid and Sylph being in chaſe in the 8. We 


. 


_have returned with an American ſhip from Boſton to Amſterdam, that 


had been taken by a French privateer. The American ſhip — the 
Eliza) is originally from Batavia, with a valuable cargo, and ſtopped at 
Boſton for treſh papers, without changing her cargo. 1 fend the 
Nymphe into port with the two captured veſſels. 
r I have the honour to be, &c. 
| | ROB. STOPFORD. 
Right Hon. Lord Bridport, K. B. | 


Sin, His Majefly's armed Cutter Cobourg, Feb. 36. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you, that yeſterday morning at ſeven 


clock, having Cromer bearing 8. 6) W. diſtant fixteen leagues, we * 


7 


Oo wo = 


( 39 ) | 
in with, and after nine hours chaſe {during which we ran one hundred 
miles, one half the time blowing a hard gale of wind at W. N. W.), 


we came up alongfide and captured La Revanche, French lugger priva- 
5 teer of 16 guns and 6s men, after a running fight of two hours, cloſe. 


; alongſide. | ; | 
She u——_— to board us twice, but being repulſed, and a well-di-" 

tected broadlide having brought her main and mizen maſts by the board, 

ou· | . * 
"of and ſhot her fore · yard away, called for quarter. | X 
We had no ſooner taken bn of her, than, with the utmoſt dif. 

1 ficulty, and all the exertion we poſſibly could make uſe of in getting the 
. priſoners ſhifted, and our own people back, when ſhe ſunk, having re- 
P ceived above forty ſhot_ between wind and water. She had ſevea men 


killed and eight wounded. I am happy to add, we had only two men 
lightly wounded ; the damage we ſuſtained is moſtly in our maſts, ſpars, 
ſails and rigging, She was a remarkable fine faſt-ſailing veſſe), bad only 
cruiſed fix days, entirely new, fitted out for a month's cruiſe, and the 
largeſt lugger that ſailed out of Calais. | N 

Tan icularly indebted to- Mr. jeflery, maſter, and Mr. Rolf, 
mate, for their attention, aſſiduity, and prompt execution of my orders, 
as well as all the officers and crew, who deſerve the higheſt commenda- 
tion for their alacrity in knotting, ſplicing, and ſhifting ſail in variable 
weather, and through a variety of courſes, having been expoſed to a 
ſharp and well - directed fire from the ſtern-chaſes and muſketry for near 
two hours before the action commenced. 

I have the honour to be, &e. &c. &c. | 
Robert M*Douall, m. CHARLES WEBB, _ 


Sir, | Ryolution Lugger, at Sea, Feb, 28. 

1 BEG leave to acquaint you, at fix A. M. Boulogne bearing E. S. EK. 
diſtance about three leagues, the Dolphin armed cutter in company, 
] fell in with and captured, after a chaſe of four hours, Le Pou Epie, 
French lugger privateer, mounting four ſwivels, beſides ſmall arma, 
and manned with 17 men, out two days from Dunkirk, but has made 
no captures. The lugger I ſunk, ſhe being ſo very leaky. - 

| Fo &c. , GEORGE BROAD. 
Admiral Peyton, Downs, &c. Wc, "TY 


% 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE, March 6, 7798. 
Admiralty Office, March 5. , 
c of a Letter from Admiral Sir Richard King, Commander in Chief of 
is Majefly's Ships and Veſſels at Plymouth, 'to Evan Nepean, Eſq. 
dated March 3. TN ed | 
Sir, | " 

I HEREWITH tranſmit, for the information of my Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Admiralty, a letter I received this day from Capt. Manby, 
of his Majeſty's ſhip Charon, acquaiuting me of his having captured a 
French lugger privateer, named L'Alexandrine, carrying four ſwivels, 


oue carriage gun, and 28 men, a 1 R. KING 
am, 5 ; 1 2 


N N N 7 8 


Sir, 


( 49 ) 


$i - *.- os J Ship Charon of Torkay March 8. 

1 HAVE the honour to En you, for the information of their 
Lordſhips, that this moruing, the Bury Head being N. by W. two 
leagues, I chaſed for three hours, and captured a taſt-ſailing lugger 


pron called L'Alexandrine, , commanded by Anſeline Septan, be- 

ging to Breſt, but laſt from Morlaix, mounting four ſwivels and one 

— gun, with 28 men {98 * days, but had not taken any 

f P * ve C. 31 al 

Fo 2 Sir Richard King, Bart. THOMAS MAN. 
Ee. Se. Sc. at Plymauth. 3 


Admiralty Office, March 6, | 
Exiradt of 4 2 12 — Peter een Bat. Commander in 
© Chi is Majeſty's Ships and Veſſeli at Portſmouth, to Evih No 
Aal: 2 deen. 9 1 4 n 
ENCLOSED is a letter from Captain Bowyer, of the Cameleon ſloop, 
which I received this morning by the officer who brought in La Souffleur 
French privateer, captured by the ſaid floop on the ad inſtant. 


_ Sir, 4, Cameleon, March. 
. T BEG leave to inform you, that on Thurſday the iſt of March, at 
ten A. M. Guernſey bearing fouth eight leagues, I obſerved a, cutter, 
ve chaſe, and at half paſt five P. M. it falling little wind, and * the 
Ip of her oars ſhe eſcaped under the forts on the Iſle of Bas. If I bad 
got three leagues more diſtance to run, I ſhould have captured her. At 
three A. M. of the ad, faw a cutter, gave chaſe, and at four took pol- 
ſeffion of her. She proves to be the Soufffleur, thirteen days from Cher. 
bourg, —_— four carriage-guns, two ſwivels, and 40 men, and 
having caprered is eryiſe the vellels as underneath, three of the maſters 
being on board me; and I am in hopes to retake ſome of thoſe veſſels, 
the wind being ſouth. | | | 1 

1 have, &c. K. R. BOWYER. 
P. 8. I have ſent the privateer into port, and going in chaſe. 
4 floop, of Cardigan, James Prichard maſter, from Dover to 
| Penzance, with wheat and barley. | ; 
Camilla brig, John M*Kenzie maſter, from Hull to Plymouth, with 


Delaval, Charles Mann maſter, from Sunderland, loaded with coals 
| bound to Plymouth. OY 1 
e Betſey, of Guernſey, Thomas Townſcnd maſter, from Gueroſey 
bound to Plymouth, with wine. a. 
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Agreement between the Iriſh government 
and the ſtate priſoners in the ſeveral gn. 


A. 630 


e e di a6 A 


ſhips, 550 


DAMS, Mr. bis ſpeech upon opening n 


the Congreſs, 164 —His meſſage upon 


iS ſabe of tbe Sippches oem the. Auſtria, ber vote in the at Raſtadt, 


American miniſters at Paris, 166— Com- 
municates to the Congreſs the diſpatches 
from Paris, 168 His meſſage, commu- 
nicating the particulars of the laſt inter- 
view between the American miniſters and 
the French miniſter, 264 


Addreſs of General Augereau to his ſoldiers, 
11—Of the miniſter of marine to the 


French ſeamen, e 5—Of the 
of the Directory to the inhabitants of 
Calais, 62—Of General Berthier to the 


Romans, on the rumours circulated againſt 
the French army, 112—Of the miniſter _, 


of the French republic to the of 
Switzerland, on the intentions of France, 


125—Of the Berneſe deputies to their 


conſtituents, upon the revolution, 132 
— Of the. government and of 


quiring the withdrawing of the * — 
troops from the frontiers, 134-—Of Felix 

Deſportes to the French Directory reſpect- 

ing the union of Geneva with the French 

Pha of 8 tag * 

us to 

— 458 — to the commander of the 


| caravany 2 gecons 


— 

on the cond wag po 

the — 9 0 Cans 493 _— —.— 
legiſlature on the law 

— 452 


363 


Archbiſhop of Mechlin, his letter to the 


commiſhoner of the Executive 
reſp: Qing the oath againſt royalty, 22 


Arrtte of the Executive Directory, ordering 


Engliſh priſoners in France to be conkaed, 
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